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nterview was conducted on December 10, 1977, bv Iouise i.
¢. The subjiect of the interview was drs. Reba Booten
on, who lives at 1428 Stewart Avenue, Huntington, West

Alright, nlease state yvour name.
Uh, Reba B. Davidson.

And when were you born?

Um, June 17, 1904, I . vezh
Jkaw, ¥re. Davidson. um. where were vou born? +What was ths

I see. Isn't that where they »ut in the, uh (BD: The . . . )

es. The Beech Fork Dem, which is about ¢ix mile
but the water from the dam will take all that co

7,

And vou told me that, um, uh, vour mother's farm was

]
s
e
»
.’1
o
b=
N

. we had to ss--, had to, uh, sell i1t and
move her in here. Back in ninsteen and sg--, cseventv-tt--,

seventv.

Um hmm.
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I grew un on that farm and I also worked on it. I had to
work in the fields, and the gzarden, and helvn with the housework.

And the laundrv. And wve 2idn't havn anv mo
't"lf b2} (V(T ° ‘_* ety Ti b easxr- v~ Ty <

(T.7: Um hrwm Tamns, =
onal and 3 oy onal,

Y T hzwing a stove now that, that the
' opminl regulated®

that

gourse
he farm.
didn't,

Th, that was, (LJ: Laughs Zh, um, T
more than any cocther work ”n the farm.
e
\

as my fathe d I was always glad to

) I never wanted to com
but I had, uh, some exrneriences which
- E - :

/-<.‘ m

=
And wv father alway
chosl, and to go to ch

<
Ty A
vou tnow, to g

" ?
right thinz.
v and vou =aid vou came to vou v how

b s |
n a. i

Pty~~even ve

da 1 =/, ,
30, uh, when e I had to ., . they le
r AT
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Reba Davidson 3

to make anplication at Huntington High ZSchool that I hadn't
completed the ninth grade. So I had to go to Oley Junior High
(LZ: dh) to complete the ninth grade. 4nd, uh, then I went
to Huntington High and that's when I met my husband. And we
went together for thirteen wmonths, I was eighteen and he was
nineteen, when we married. At least we're still living
together! (laughs)

(Laughs) ©0h, that's more than ou can s=ay #sr alot of vpeovle.

Um, did, uh. many of the girls that :rou crew up with go on to
hizh schoel, or did they stay on the farm?

Well, the, the first came in with me (LJ: Ui
hmm), and then th ar, 1521, they built a
%TNH gchool =t Va quite a few of 'em vient
nver *there (LJ: O But of cource after coming
to Huntington, I aclk €0 stne. (MJ: Yeah)

3
=
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a

3

]
2

R
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(I.aughs) You can understani that, ca

Yes, Unm, Zet's see. Oh, talking about the zar that vou had,
um, that was veur father's car, the model T,

Oh, ves. That was the, um, he bonTht
it was right after World War I. And th
dirt roads. (LJ: Yeah) And, uh, when
for an afternocn or evening, why, uh,
un, why, we ha~ to zo home. Because 1
hiard, WHV 'd get stuck in the mud (1

t in 1918 (LJ: Um hmm),

hen we had our .
Ve “nuld g0 ﬂut
.L

‘-Jc
(‘*-
i
o)
}_J
Dt
)
Q,
<
D
=5

<

(I.aughs) So the car was a lot of heln, hunh?

‘\;)h, :."t' wase 2 W_d-t r)f‘ he];f.“. ‘r:y father “ancht me +f\1q ‘to' uh
Arive. T learned on 2 T-model Ford,
Yeah. 17 vou have to take Ariving tests then or was it just--
No' I have never heksn 2 driver'c test
7(:;:."“-xrﬁ

%

: }
mamnrd o~ af A
~17 0 1h han, ph, wou ¥new o avaund the, ub,. “hrictmas time



(LJ: Uh hunh) when we were exnezcting Santy Clau
then especially when we vould, uh, have The, uh,
trees at the church. (LJ: Unm hmm) Uh, we had
our own Christmas tree trimmings. (iJ: Um, yeah)
voppred popcorn, and string it. And we'd cut strins
crepe mnaver. And, uh, we always seemed to get some
but we weren't allowed to light them, you know, (LJ:
uh, because, uh, we were afraid of fire. An, uh, mv
was alwave Santr “laus. A m other uh,

red and

't‘(‘
around t

out
DUt ©f
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tﬂat the,
ners abhout
hay in and
one time he . . . he tonk u
Sundav mornin
then ancther

iike

with the

we
WE

had

.
angd
ane

% Ay 1

""1 . JE eoupess, uh,

dollars th and
m hmnY  And then thes
191k znd butter and
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G

uh, I was

=~
=3

In, uh,

Christmzas

to,

Laughs) V&

Rig *at“fw to,
hasd

that
hat they used on

that.

I think we
tean
were out there,

+
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out o?
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Um hmm)
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Reba Davidson 5

diecinlined them (lauchs). (iJ: Yeah) And, uh, so . . . it
was, uh, it was a good life. It was different from what the
children lead now, but 'course (LJ: Yeah) when vou're raiced
in the country, vou miss some of the things in the citv. And
when you, when vou're raised in the city, vou miss some of the
things if vou grew up on the farm. But after our girls came
they would =0 out and visit my parents. (LJ Um hmm) Anc,
they, they knew quite a bit about the farm 1 But sonme
children n.. den't know anvthing at all ab»

1if

s
.

+
2
< L.

ut
true. Um, what was Huntington like when yru fir-+t

Hu ’.J“'l Y\,r—l—- iy

'
(o

_;
o wi
'L)T~“*Wm (LJ: Yeah),
e fthe snow wa

- -tr Anoe= tho-r
B T ST P T

Ny o Ay

N o S

Um  an? »un rirsht ~n

Uh hunh, and run »ratty muoch to =2hedule, V217, with the
buses, they'rs like the automobile. (LJ: Yeah) You can't.

Well, T remember ny daddy talking about the ¢t etqawo‘and
how you could, from the sou side 1into

town, vou know, Aidn't cost very much,

D

it was z nickel

. -
R
. - -

; =
T SR

~eve =oms of the, uh. uh,
ot A ar i S | B £ '\ £ - o " ~
vell, we' had more stovres then (LJ: id wou?) then we 4o now.
- e y - o S T P
You .now where ths Huntinzton, uh, 'W“““*U“” is there, on

Ninth 8treest?

Uh hunh.
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We had Dlerdorf-Siceler's. And where the XKeith-Albese theatre
is, we had Bradchaw-Die--Zenner-Bradshaw's. (LJ: Uh hunh)
There. And they both were sunvosed to be, um, carrv a better
quality of merchandise. If vou bought thinss at Zenner-
Bradshaw's of Dierdorf-Siceler's it was suvpnosed to be a
better quality. (LJ: Um hmm) You paid more for it, I don't
know 1f it was any better ﬂr not. .J:  Lauzhs) Then
Anderson-iewconb's, Anderson-Newcomb at that time was rated
about third. Then we had, uh, acmahon-Ttie (I1.J: TUh hunh)
on the corner »f Third ivenue and maﬂth ;
hunh), which later became the Bradsha:
hmm)  But vou Zenner, the *1°r--+h,
out of business zand
(LJ: Um hmm)  Personall

very nuch in the time I've
Ninth Strest, um, bevond wa

C

"
street there (LJ: Uh
L J: Um

on
a
\
i
[}
-~
B E

~Bradshaw'

% 3 - [ R
there, vou Zrnow. the, um,

Um hmm,

dhadd

Huntington 2r <ince I can remember. You know it was
rth Avenue and Tenth Street where Beckwith's is.
: -

The Sarreles, uh, fanily ha ! And
Mre. d. 3. Pielde had, uh, s3] And
she carried a zood line of n 8. : Um
umm) I bought my hat and I think my suilt there when I was
married. (LJ Oh') And of course the Styvle
V (=
ur

’) M oy

corner of T

(LJ: Unm km*\ Fart of that building until
(LJ: Yezh) OFf course, that's, thev're out of business now.
And then we used to have over there, when th@ Qtate liquor store
was in the nine hundra=d hlock of Third Avenue, before they
tore that 2l sut, we had, uh, a ladies', uh, H,n there called
Clara Angrecst, hmm) That was a very geoced chon,

<

~J, : PO c m s A
But theres the Pri 88 Shop, Anderson-Neweomb Company, and
the Snart “hor., Now stores *that are

9 i o - o

left, uh, when uh,
Bee iz o (7.7, oy
‘,-..D My 3 w7 Asreomi e ,*.kj:_

=

+

(Lau~hs)  Oh ur, when 112 th~ Xsith-Albee ~ome to

Huntinaton?
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Y , W . That was., uh, that was a Ehin
P 24y
b Lbuy
e / . 5 -
RRE Oh, wes! When 1%

g L\avem'*" bean in ;
(s Um hmm) 3ut I
some of the Hymans 1id
tha,, as it chould have
no one in Huntington end

VJ: Uh mm
-
for that.

J Yeah, that's a shame.

S Tl

3
-t L%

19t

LJ U hmm. Un, w

2]
wretty well =zett
o

weren't vou?

s twenties, vou were
J”’TJW~T““ when the Denression hit,

n\ﬂ, Ye? fnqri{v____

2
¢
¥
»

-4

-
D
v

Insurance
he h

SRS N ~an

ienrecglion ue
tﬁ feed, may ve
built this in '26.
s D1l wou avar wers bha~k% on the farm?
R to the Tarm (laurhsh,
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Um, we
were married

uh, then,

And t'at is when
huszbant went to
January 14, 102¢

managemein’

Where 4
after you were m

Um hmnm.

mother owned. (
And, uh, then. u
1o

fourteen hundre:
built this !
And T migzht add
team, he

r 1
Kentucky,

worked

1A +1y L - ~“

] wilcx ~ “ -

[roushial T peie
5+ H o e

I hzve

h, I =sae,

dell, I didn
-~ 3

hmmY, and

anvmnyre I could

f.} N

I was yvoung and innocent
uh,

A -
anad  snme

L e -f"
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11, when was vour first child born?

January 10, 1923, and che was born December 4,
(lauzhs), (LJ: Laughs) And
our second daughter was born December 17,

ch=s vias born Dec
for letropolitan

y Uh,

work f:

. (LJ: Um hmm) And he, he was pr
1o d retire
/1 104
ey % R
ith them 2 lons time, wasn't he?

vou

of

know. a lot of changes in that length

id vou, um. live when you fTiret came here,

arried, in Huntington? .

well, at 928 Twelfth Avenue. Ve lived there
hen we moved to a house at, that mv srand-
LJ:  Um hmm) And we were there a short time.
h, we lived on Thirtesnth Street, in the
block, for Four vears and a helf. Than we

here since.
manazement
Pikeville,

(O}

WA Y 5 L
Un hmr), and we've
mv husbhans, when he w
Pike~~uh. T i

Ashland,

2N
kN U
<; o
4% e (D
8] b
s

rJ-

‘.J-

3]

3
i

-~ wav tn oo,
ol .L‘,,\V\ Ao g &5
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Iy T -\rf)wﬁ'.: ~PNTe T e
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= R
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T e
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Jh, T c<ee.

With veins. That's the reason I don't get too much alarmed
over this, thi= the fourth ev~ hemorrhaze I've hag.

Um hmy Um, well, let's see. Going back to, uh, to when vou

firat &aﬂv. where were the, uh. where were the fashionable

vlaces? Where were the nlaces that; um, everybodv wantaed +n
o

i +WNs -+ ~S A
Weli ., the b 1o £t Dioe
s 1t the South Fie?

Xy
= e e f\»c-L L N AT < B T SN S oS Ay T s
o~ o -~ A U ee md Atranis vhema n-ohaAsy
h e +lhat e e a7 et A atans ~t
Tk g dkets 4 { ikl VI WilE i v s LW R | XS Ags A - TR .

Yau cauld Arive., uh., ur there an? the ladies, uh, nrostitutes
thev call 'em now, would be =itting in the window

Al

I ".“‘A NN A

(o8 LSS B L

Hijgh=Bieh AL ey s

Lian i Sea 3. Chws 0

in, um, the are hr“u,n un now

were brouzht un then? Fnllowing along tha:

N

Well, when mv twn were rrowinz un, there ware five vears hea
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Un hmm.

Well, we only owned the one car, and my husband had to use it,
you know, in his work. And if they were going out to roller-
skate, or to a uroh ﬁartv, or a friend's narty in the home
(LJ: Um hmm), we didn't have these »nlacze= to go out and dance
(LJ: Yeah) like they do now. Well, the, uh, parents took
turns taking them. Then, when the other daughter was growing
un, um, there was usually someone in her crowd that had a car
(LJ+ Um hmm), and, uh, usually to go to \~hﬁvl in, while
Betty walked or rode the bus. (LJ: Um hmm) And now the

8]

¥ A

children, as soon as they're 014 enouzgh, it seems that they
a
a

= 3 g Iog ,

Jeems . _ o | u 1t ¢

sut of mind, 4nd T thir that you have tn nut a 1%

T this fuvgni?a %mi’LﬁU“ncy risht where it belongs, back in

Now there' z some, Not in 21l cases. They are some that I've
Znown of that have been brought up by the best of narents

and vet they went astrav and have been nicked up for drugs and .
thinzs. But the majority of it . . . And I think the children
now have the idea they have to be entertained

”hr” have +o have a TV and be Aoilng this or doing that.

emember Dr, Trimmer was nrastor »f Fifth Avenue Baptist Church
when sur children were growing un, and he =2id he didn't under-
atand whyv the children had t» be =ntertained all the time,
S2id when he vas growing umn he had chores he had to do,
Um hiy =0 manv, &0 manyv ¢of the chifren now 22n't have
wart thet thev'rs exmected 4o 47, sou'mow

5o (8 o & . s
i ] e thew - arn ., Mh e e didn't Trow
el nn, e leht 'h SRaEy. ,
<+ Lo ~er 4 N A S o mmanyr
that *hev have row., (' A )
. g . 3 - R ~r lotre r‘} s
as Tar besvon? bkf e T 9. ! BV e,
v sy Aayr ~3aT e e o e aTa e
= o P T3 3 .L e 4+t 3 wrier ~ T .8 J = o T
(Lauthz) Un, if there was anything vou could 47 over, a
woul? vwou 4209 TFf therwrwae, vh . . .
3 3 e ] L 2 - A S
Well, T would, T would finish =y eduecatinn.

You would have =one on +t0o collaeze?

Um hnm.
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Reba Davidson 12

go. And then, her sister, which was about two years younger
than Betty. I said, alright, if Elizabeth is too large to
go down there and get the water, we'll just do without,
period. (LJ: Laughs) Well, uh, my husband had a brother
that worked for the gas company, that lives out on Route
Ten, (LJ: Um hmm) So he called up to see how we were
getting along. And we told him that we were, we would be
out of water that evening. Rut we could get it at the
laundry, but the girls didn't want to go get it. He said,
well, he said,uh, he said if you . . . I've got some
containers, I can send it to you, if you'll get a barrel.
Well, my brother got us a barrel, somewhere, 'cause Wade
was out of town. Then the electric went off. Well, I had
gone down to the, walked down to Sixteenth Street and
Eighth Avenue, then you could walk down that section,

(LJ: Laughs) AaAnd on the corner of Eighth Avenue and
Sixteenth Street, the old building is part of it there, uh,
Cavendish., They was everything in the world in that store
and I went down and bought an oil lamp and some kerosene,
(LJ: Uh hunh) And then we had some candles. And, uh,

I think I got another oill lamp somewhere.. But we weren't
without electric very long. But we were without water,
(LJ: Uh hunh) sach time when I would go out to buy
groceries or do the, some things that needed to be done,

my sister=-in-law would turn the fires up 1in the house,

the heaters. And when I came in, of course, I would turn
them down, (LJ: Laughs) (Laughs), this went on, I guess,
for the three weeks which they stayed with us and the water
was up almost to the second floor of their house.

At this point Mr. Davidson accidentally interrupts the interview.

Ld

RD

LJ

RD

LJ

LJ

Well, so after that, um, they went back to their house?

They went back to their home, after they'd cleaned it up,
uh hunh.

Um hmm, I see, so, uh, the, uh, the wsoter didn't do any
damage to your house?

¢h, no, no, no. It never, we've never lived in a, where
the hcue, you know, where the water got up.

Yeah, well you were lucky., Um, what kind of, um, life
was there over on the Ohlo River then? I mean, was there
a lot of traffic coming through here? Do you remember?
More boats than there are now?

I think there were at the time., wWe used to have excursion
boats.,

oh, did you?
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Yes, uh, I think it was the IDelta Queen. (LJ: Um hmm)
Wwhen our daughters were small, I would get someone to

to keep them, and, uh, my husband and I, we usually
would have an excursion. And we'd leave here about two-
thirty in the afternoon. (LJ: Um hmm) And we would go
down the river apiece, Uh, and, uh, you know, they had,
uh, played music and we could dance,

Oh, my. Um, well, after you came to town and, and jyou,

uh, started your family, and you were pretty much, uh, a
city person from then on, aside from the excursion boats,
what were some of your favorite things to do for recreation?

well, we would have picnics, My husband, when he was
younger, would play baseball (LJ: Uh hunh), on Saturday
afternoon., That was the first job he had when we were
married, he was with the older Huntington Development

Gas Company. (LJ: Uh hunh) And we would go to that on
Saturday afternoons. Then, uh, the, uh, well, the girls
were almost grown, the, uh, C & O would, uh, have dances,
And, uh, you went by invitation. My brother was a clerk
with the C & 0, and he knew someone that sent out the
invitations. And, uh, sometimes we would, uh, they would
have 'em at the Spring Valley Country Club (LJ: ©h, yeah),
or the ballroom in the, in the old Prichard Eotel,

(LJ: Um hmm) And, uh, then there were, were meetings,
usually one nice trip (LJ: Um hmm) a year with the company.
We have gone to the, uh, Sherham. Well, the first trip

we went was in '36, my husband and I, we went to Niagara
Falls. They called 'em sales congress then. We stayed

in the Statler Hotel {(LJ: Uh hunh), in Buffaloo, Buffalo,
New York. And our banquet, and floor show, and dance

(LJ: Uh hunh), was in the Prince of Wales Ballroom, in
the Canadian side., That's the first time I ever crossed

a piece of bridge in Canada, (LJ: Laughs) Then we have
been to Cincinnati to several functions. Then we were,

at the, uh, 1in '62, we were over at Washington, at the
Sherham Hotel (LJ: Uh hunh) to another one. 4nd then

the last cne we went to was not tco long before he retired,
was up the Pocono Mountains in New Vork,

Um hmn, Jdhat was train travel like than?

vWell, we drove, except when we went to Cincinnati,

(LJ: Um hmm) Well, Wwe had much better service then than
we do now., I guess I left out something I should of
mentioned earlier. When I first came in here to go to
school, um, im the swmmertime my parents would bring me
in the car. Then in the wintertime if, I would usually
have to promise my cousin to go home with her on Friday
night. (LJ: ZLaughs) Then I would go with her on
Saturday morning or she would cry, she'd get homesick.
(LJ: Uh hunh) We rode the streetcar to Kenova., (LJ:
Yeah) Then we rode the N & W train to a little place
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called Dickson, which 1s aliout two miles above Lavalette,
you xnow where Lavalette is, (LJ: Yeah) Then if my
brother and her brother wasn't there to meet us on horse-
back, we walked across the hill and through the woods
about six miles home, 'cause our parents didn't know we
were coming home. (LJ: Oh, goodness) But we always

had telephone ever since I can remember. .(LJ: Uh hunh)
out there. These kind you, matter fact I have two of 'em,
that you cranke. The one out of the old home place and

out of my aunt's.

I see. Um, wWwell now you, uh, you've told me that you
didn't have a job, you stayed in the home, raised your
family, and your husband was the one that worked. Um,
but you did say you'd go back to school if you got s
chance.

I thought I would, ycu know, when I was younger, but by
the time that, when I thought I would I had some grand-
children come along (LJ: Yeah). I went from, uh, I

went to, uh, Syracuse, New York, in, uh, 52 for a grand-
daughter. And in fif--, and in December I went to, from
here on out I rode the train (LJ: Um hmm) each time,

the other daughter. Then in '55, we drove to Grand Junction,
Colorado, where another grandchild was born., Then I took
a trip on the train out there, in April of '56, which

to me was one of the nicest train trips I ever had. I,
uh, took the train out here at 4:30 in the morning to
Cincinnati. You had to have a chair reservation then.
(LJ: Yeah) I had time to get a cup of coffee., I forgot
the train I took out of there. 4nd, uh, then I changed,
well I had to change, I took the train into Chicago.

New Fork Central, to Chicago. Then I took a cab from ocne
station to another, clear across town. I took the
California Glass Dome Zephyr (LJ: Yeah) from Chicago to
Grand Junction, Coloradc. That was a beautiful trip.

Yeah, If you'd had the time, ncw, and and you d gone back
to schocol, um, and you could ol had a job, cutside the
home, would you have done it? Would you have taken a job,
after your children were grown?

I . . .+ I think I would, put I don't know if I would a
kept it or not. I don't know. (Lds Um hmm) TI've always
been busy.,

Yeah,

Then my father was ill for, uh, let's see he was 1ill for
about ten months and passed away in '54. I helped Mother
with him because my sister worked and my sister-in-law,

I, I think when you work out of the home it's, it's much
easier. (LJ: Yeah) There isn't anything mocre monotonous
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than housework (LJ: Laughs), it's never finished. It's
like the little boy's nose, when he's (laughs), when he's
got a cold, it's the same thing over., But you know I
think you should stay in the home when the children are
small,

Yeah. So, uh, a lot of the women now, that combine
families and jobs, um, um, you think they're doing okay,
for the most part, then.

Some 4are and some aren't.,
Yeah,

Now, they's the oldest daughter, she got t£o talking aoout
going to work, after her children were both away in college.
(LJ: Um hmm) And her husband said well, just go on if
you want to. So she took a job in a doctor's office,
secretarial jocb., An, uh, she was to work from twelve noon
to five. (LJ: Um hmm) well, it worked out that way

for awnile, Then it got to where they wanted her all day.
(LJ: Yeah) Sometimes she wasn't getting home 'til seven,
seven 1in the evening. aAnd she says, well, Mother, it's
just as well you didn' work. She said, I tried it for a
short time, and there's disadvantages to it as well as
advantages. (LJ: Um hmm) Well, the youngest daughter
never wanted to work after she was married,

I see. Okay, well, I think that's about it,

So Itve had . » « we've had our ups and downs same as
anyone else. But as I say fifty-five years the tenth of
next month since we were married., (LJ: Um hmm), And
our life has been interesting, quite a bit of it, but as
I say during the Depression we didn't have as much as the
people on welfare,

Yeah, well, thank=-you very much,

Um hmme
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