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Dialo_ue oy &y Ungsr.
Dialogue by Hartley Fulks.

v

Dialogue by Ruth Fulxs.

oy napme is Ray Ungesr and I did tals interview on Hoaday
o 5 ]

4
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August 13, 1573, 1I'll be interviewing Hartley Fulxks, age 74,

-

he's a retired dutcher and grocery w@wan from hers in Huntington.

He's now residiag on Greasy Ridge just outside ~roctorville,
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ohio., The voice that is hesard at tone ead of the tape i

wife, Ruth Fulxs.

This tape begins with Hartley talking about corn farwming.
...the tools that we have to do it with. ‘e used to lay it
off with a gadget that loocked like a three runer sled; lay the
field off both ways and then go through. That way it was
check rowed so you could plow it both ways. - Well then of
course you, after you plow it, you went through it with a
hoe and did a little hoen and thinnin the corn, and then
when it got ripe you went in end cut it with a big corn knife
and set ‘it in a shock. We usually cut it either 14 or 16
hills square. And then it. set their then till it cured out
good. Then we went back in and we shucked it.

Now this country used to produce more apples. In fact

Lawrence County was the leading apple producing county in the



state at one tiaze., The apples st that time were all shipped

in barrels, and these various men in the orchard made their

3

own barrels. 2is building over back of my barn, taat long
building over there, now that was the cooper sho»n here at
this farm. They bought these barrels knocked down and then
they had to cut the chime around them and set them up. Then
they s0ld their apples '‘n barrels. iell today, we go in to
plant corn; they get the ground ready with a tractor, and oh
they can get it in so0 much better shape then we could ever
get it with a horse., Vell then they put it in with a, with a
corn planter that drills it in, and when they get it planted
then they go through with another gadget and spray it, spray
the ground. Puts a liquid fertilizer and a weed killer on 1it,
and then you don't go back to it then until you're ready to
go in and pick it. As I say, some of the, some of them are
equiped with shellers so that the only thing that they take
out of the field is the shelled corn.

Now to get back to these apples, we sold those in barrels.
They hauled them with a horse and wagon over to Huntington to
put them in storage and then they'd sellem out. There was
more than they could sell, you see, locally here. They would
store them over there until they had market for them. Of
course now days, they haul them out in baskets, bushel baskets.
You couldn't sell a barrel of apples. You couldn't go to a
store today and sell a bvarrel of apples to save your neck.

Hobody would buy taem. And the majority of them now are sold
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in plastic bags. Now tnls last summer, I was down here
trying to sell some of ay apsles. I had =zine put up in

101b., baskets. They said no. They suid we get our applec

in 31b. slastic bags. iell mine don't grow like that.
Mi grows on tne tree and I put'em in a basket. 1 never

did grow them in a bag. I got teed off and we were talking

)

about it, getting smart with it. Do tasy still zrow very
many here in Lawreacs County? What? 5till grow many...

No, not =many nov. See this used to be a garden, truck
guarding,garden center. Now down here where the, a, South
Point piant is; atmospheric nitrogen. Now that was, see
that was really, that was really a truck garden center right
in there, Grew a lot of cantelopes and a whole, whole lot
of vegatables. That was befor the days that there was truck
in. ©Now when I went to work in the grocery, there wzsn't |
any strawberries to amount to anything here until our local
berries comxe in. Now mJ uncle would buy some shipoped from
Florida in a refridgerated crate. Held 30 quarts. And it
it was iced. As far as I k:0ow,.no one else in Huntington
that was buying them even lixze that. Well.then het'd sell
what he could there at the store, and then sell some to hotels
and restaurants. He'd clean u» tne 80 quarts with thsat.

Then when nome grown berries come in, there was three ferry
hoats that come into Huntington; one at Guyandotte, one at

26th st., and one at 10th st.. And alot of times on Saturday

morning, one o9f us would go to each ferry and buy all the
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strawberries that come across. So 1if you cought stravberries
you had tOo go to a, you had to coxe to the stors where 1 was
worsing. GCorner on tue marxet. Huh? Maxke a corner on tae
wriet. Oh yea. It was no- it was nothin to it. Now chicken
used to be you couldn't buy a chicken in Huntington dressed.
You bought'em on fout and dressed tnem yourself. My uncle
nad a, he started dressing chickens. For a long time we had
a -1lot of customers who wouldn't buy a chicxken dressed.

Theyfd come in and pick'em out and want to take'em hoae
elive. You couldn't get anybody to dress a chicken at home
now at all., No one knows how, Well it isn't that they don't
know, it isn't that they don't know how sO much as taney Jjust
don't want to fool with it.

Now turkeys. 1 used to grow turkeys. I made my back
lot, when I lived on Jefferson Ave., my back lot made the
payments on my home. e grew turkeys, then in the summer
time I grew alot of vegatables and so forth. But the turkey
was tae big item. At that time you could get oh anywhere
from 65 to 90 cents a pound you see for a dressed turkey.

And I figured when I put one dollar into the turkeys I

could taxe out two. And I did two, did take out two or
better. I grew turkeys for a couple of years after I moved
over here but the folks, more folks had got into it and the
price had come down and so I quit. I couldn't make any money.
There wasn't any use to fool with it if you coulda't make
money on it. And a one a- the last year that I had turkeys
Ruth was, brought'em over to town. You see when I grew'em
then, town folks come to ay garage and pick'em upn. But

after I cOoue over here, then we had to deliver them. Well
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of course I could get'em dressed out I couldan't get'em.deliv-

ered, I couldn't deliver'ea. One even

e
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siie come 1n there;
poy she was truly all in. She'd been out pedlen turkeys. I
knew right then tuat that was the last year we'd have turxzeys

and it was. We've had alot of fun. 3ut a...

How the place where [ worked was tne first store in town
that dressed tursesys. shere was tnat store? Huh? Whsre was
that store? It was on 3rd Ave., 1009, 3rd Ave.. Horris Fulks.

It was the... HNow the... And it used to pe that we didn't
get prime cnickens until after Easter. You know there was
no a, none of these Dlo chicken farms in business then. All

the chlckens that we got, we bought from farmers. A farmer

wouldn't have hens to go a setten real early you xnow. Aﬁd
Bha na |

Dr. Guthrie lived up a, bacx of uz, up on Pea Ridge
someplace. He got into the ciicxen business, that is to
growin friers. I think possibly he was, had layn hens but
he'd buy these white legerns aad then he'd sell the roosters
off as friers. And I remember we got some Of those in, in
time for Easter. Well I oelieve it was a dollar a pound we
got for those. It was an awfgl orice, but nobody else had
them. We didn't make no long profit on'em. We vaid him a
big price for them too. And then we'd dress'em out. I've
dressed many and many a chicken, had it ready to go befor
its heart quit beating. How long is taat? Oh, a couple of

minutes. That's a fast job. Well, you know when I first

went to work in the grocery, and you went bacic to dress



chickens, I thought I wes good at it boy. I'd dress, help
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kens alot of tiues. vas a picxzen ya
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gnow with my thumb and fiinger like that and I was, I was
wasn't foolin away no time. My uncle wis doin two and three
to my one. Wait a minute fellows, somethins wrong. So, I

watcaed aim. After he scald his chicken, he'd take it by

the leg and run this finger(index) and his hand up the leg
and that got all them feathers the other way. Take the wing

f it, and then

O

and come down and get all the feathers off
take your hand and rub the featsers off. He a, he beat ume
for a little while but after while he got to where he couldn't.
e nad zlot of fun though; worked alot of hours. But now
you couldn't sell chickens dressed the way we dressed them

J
then now though, because we didn't, didn't take too much
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O get the pin feathers out. VWe didn't, we just didn't

do a good job cleanin thew out inside alot of times. You
couldn't sell chickens now like that at all. Peozle would

Lo

taxe care of that themselves usually, woulda't they? Yea

(€]

e0ple then tock care of it themselves.. They felt, they

s}

elt like they were fortunate to get'en with just part of

Hy

the dead and part of the feathers off. Some of them as I

say there was some of them that, the older ones that wouldn't
buy'em dressed. They wanted to go back to the chicken room
and see, pick theirs out on the, on foot. Take it home that
way. When I first started to work in the grocery, oh my
goodness, I guess I was the bashfulist, country boy that you

had ever seen. Some girl came in and wanted some Palmer
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pa?er. Well T didn't know what Palmer naper was. I tried
to, I tried to sell her toilet naser. Now the writing,
sractlcz writiag paser that we had used over here in Ohio
in school, was the FoOolsgap puner in a long sheet. It wasn't
Palmer paver at all. And I know that that girl if she's
still living, she still thinks tnat I was a tryin to be bright
with her. 1I's just naturally dumb. I dida'!t xuow what it
was. T.at's writing caper. Un au., It anas a little red line
between the first two lines on the tup of the sheet. Why i
didn't know what, I wasn't tryin to, to be snart. I was
just dumb “QQﬁotuh‘g I could do abouu « i A ‘

Well like cutting meat. Now when I started cutting meat
we did it all by hand with a, you know with a knife and a
hand saw. Right. Oh we ground our sausage; we had an old
hand mill that we set betweesan two chairs. One fellow turned
and the other fellow fed the mill., I've doine taat. After.
we got that home, we usually had pretty near, rigiht near on
to a wash tub full of sauage when we got it all ground up.
And then my déddy would put salt and pepper and sage in it
and we'd get down there and =aix it up. After we got it mi: ed
then we'd fry a cake to see, you xnow, if we had it seasoned
right if it needed a little more salt or a little more
pep.er, a little more sage or what. Well now, of course
we have a ban saw that we do the sawing with. We have a
big electric grinder thet we grind it with. We ran 180lbs.
of pork through that grinder in 9 minutes. Now that was

actual weight, actual time. Don and I did it. That's when
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Don was out © or 6, 5 or 6 yezrs ago now. Ve

\n

bought a pig hog. Uh he dressed out alrigat. TI'd expect

@)
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he weighed 4C0lbs. on foot. Dressed out a little over two
‘because we had 1801lbs., it had to dress way over two because
we had 1801bs. of sauszge. But a, asz I say now we way tae
meat befor we grind it, we weigh the seasoning, and then we
put the seasoning oa it befor we grind it. Tanen when you,
when its ground its already »retty well mixed u». The only
thing you have to do then to mix it, is to get the lean and
the fat mixed up even. Now when I first came over aere to
Ohio, we cut meat on the kitchen table with a hand saw.
Thiat's tae way we did ours at nome. Then I tradsd a turkey
for a, a slicen table. Well then I got a chance tO buy a
grinder. It was an 0ld one. I paid out I guess about $10.
Then I got hold of a cube machine., Well taen I bought this
a, I had never been around a ban saw, never seen anyone cut
meat with a ban saw. Oh you know .I'd, I'd sse it, I'd see'eﬁ
do it too, but I mean never paid any attention to now‘ﬁhey
did it. I seen'’em cut a steak or something with a ban saw,
but I never used one. And I found tais one over town and
they told what they wanted for it. ilell, theyAasg'$EOO.OO.
I'11 tell you what I'll do. 1I'll give you $150.00 for it
rigat now and take it home. He said now, he said the blade
won't stay on. Well I think we can fix taat. Well after
I'd bought and payed for it, now he said it will cost you
$100.00 to get it fixed up. Then he said its worth three.

Well I, I brought it on home. Bill Gill worked on it and he



got 1t so the blade don't come off no wmore, unless I knock
it off. Then I got ahold of a big grinder now with a horse
and 2 half loaded on it. That's the one that did the 1801bs.

in 9 minutes, I bought that grinder. Tie head was sretty
well worn on it. You know those kind of threads lixe back
inside of the nead of the mill, you znow so the meat can pusih

the meat out., Well this one we had was pretty well worn, sO.

I bought a new worm for it. I had to buy 60, about $60 worth

of parts befor I could get it to work. They told me then
that I oughta have, that I needed a new head that would cost

ety

me, it was $58.00. Noooo, I ain't gona spend no money lik
? b S S,

that. Well this year, the head had gotten worn till the meat

o’
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ked up awful bad in it, so0 I went over to get a new oue;
$97.70. But they had a, they had ch;ngedvits um, befor the
guard was bolted onto the pan that sets on top of the mill.
Well, it had alot of folks Wwho wuas taken that guard off and
getten their hand in the mill and they'd sue tne cowmpany; sue
Hoebart. 50 now they have pressed t.e guard onto the head.
Only way you can get it off now would be to cut it off with a
hacksaw,. ~ Oh, burn it 0ff with a tourch of course. Then they
changed the threads on it so I had to buy a new ring. That's
how come i1t cost :e 50 much money.

. But onh my goodness, in the winter time ya know, when I
can't do anything, don't have anything to do here on the farm,
oh there's always something I'coﬁld do, I could always be
down there »runing trees, but I don't climb that good any more.

I fell out of au apple tree when I first bought this farm. I



haven't climbed one siace., .0W m:ny, apdat 10w ..any trees or
SCres 40 FOu n.ave bresg? Oh I'd 3 ine its 4 or 5. Tae

trees are xind of scartered out., There zractically all early

o . =5 R for e T — L -
apples; yellow transparent. I have 11 new trees that we have

nut out; golden delicious, red delicious, and winesap and

northern spy. Thenl have two grimes goldean. Now one of the
grimes golden trees has an apole, one apple On 1Lt this year.
That's thas Tirel 188 had. "Thoge zpe trees tihet I have set

Q

since I've ?éen here. We've had several little winesav apples
and golden delicious ap:ies. The ap.le tree that we degended
708t on for ourselves was tais one right here. That's an
0ld-fashion stark's delicious. Really a good apple. And we've
put as high as 15 bushels in storage froz: it. I see quite

il
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a few on i ight now. There's not a bushell on it this .year.

k3

The freeze come Jjus:t rigiit to get those apples. How my trans--
parents last year, well.two yezrs ago, a fellow up at Rone was
axing #ny apples to marzet for me. I'd just haul them up there
and leave tihem in his barn, fellow by the name of Gorby and he
would take them on and then I'd would taxe him anvtzer load the
next evening, and ebllect for the ones I had taken ths day
befor, you know depending on how much he got out of them. He
gharged 15¢ on the dollar, for sellen'em., Well, he guit. They
changed the city market there and he decided he'd Jjust retire
and he did. Well that didn't leave 2e any/rlace to sell ay
asples s0 I went out here and neddled them out along the...
Wanted me to pay two doilars to bacgk in over to the city market,

over there at the new market. Well I'm too contrary to do taat
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stands doim along the road, Well this, tsis year I told Ruth
ain't no usse Tor me 10 sSpray all thess asnle trees,; ferti=
lizge all of tuem, and. tnen Just piek &g few of them., This
year welll just spray the esasy ones to gt to, the first row
nere and siray these tress down below taz nouse here that we
an get toc real easy And toat'!s 11l we fertilized and that's
all we sorayed. I s0ld some, a few angles to up at Milton.

uld buy what I could haul

j_ 1

b

bed of auy truck; 36 onecks at a tine. I could have put the
rack on it and hauled zlot m0re aow but that's still the
bottom of the bed; 36 pecks. I toock him up 3 or 4 loads. In
the mean tize I told a fellow that had 1ittle stand up on

Ohio River here above a, above Proct

take all I had. I'd promised some t

orville. EHe said he'd

0 boy ieadows.

o take thes uwp. You cgn nave Liue rest of then. jell dontt
any to anybody else. I then all. And he tock all the
aprles that I plcxed. Tre weatier wos s0 hot and so dry that
my apnples ran out about two 0r three weews earlier tian they
usually do. Taey got too ripe ana fell off., He bougiht more

assles next year' again so I hope to
1

awful good to me when

This is pretty. Well I, you know I
thing is so peageful. There's not n

noise we have is airplanes

time I sell a few a ples, Now I hav
gl

1

he wonted my

take'sm to him. The Lord
buy tals little fazu.

coixe out here and every-

uch traiffic; most of the

Ta

goin over. Then in sumnmer

e a few »lumes now taat



I11]1 ¢e tesing to market pretiy soon, damson pluses. You

ever grow any nlumes? g hud & Tew, We Ll LS trees. I
dontt & bat xind pow. ¢ nad tue trsem of tazs. 4 blue
plumne? Yes, 1t was. About s0 big arcund? Ho taey were
bigger tuau that, They got oh, about toat blz ardund anyscay.

That's wore a prune pluxze. I have one ftree now that's sup-

my tree's old-fashion biue dassoned., I didn't think I was

went ahead and snrayed the trees
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anyhow., I got a pretty good crop of'em.

You ever see any wihnite wallnuts or vutterauts? Yes. I

I

have three trees, 1 know the, the name oy outteranuts. I

didn't know tasy wsre wallnut., Their wood is

soft, not hard like a black walnut. Yell you can see way
taey call it a white walnut by those trees there. A few
trees down there, you can see the leaf is jﬁst the same as
on a black walnut, or practically the same. There's not
very many of them around any more. Black walnuts are begin-
ing to get scarce. The timber's worth so much that the
farmers are ecubtting them. When did you aove over here?

Into this house? To Ohio. 1953. Twenty years ago. Ve

1is

lived 15 years in the big house, and we've lived in t

one now 7. Well, how did you all make out? Pretty good.

Pretty good. I reccon we're through, we're tarough sren't
J g &1,

we? No, we're still goin. Still goin? 1 didn't know that.

No now I've been out here on this farm for seven years. What

you want, a head of caovocage? Yea. Huh? Yea. Want my knife?



Can you come and get it for =me? \hat dild snpe say? Wantsd

you o c¢oue zad et 1o For asr. I talx toomuch. You know
that hap» .ens once in a while. Now come down here. I got
sometning 1 doubt if you znow what it is.

2D Or TAPE
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