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The mission of The International Journal of Ethical Leadership is to spread 
awareness of the fact that every worthwhile human endeavor requires the 
application and embodiment of ethical leadership to succeed, endure, and 
produce positive outcomes for present and future generations. The editors’ 
aim is to expand the transdisciplinary, international conversation that is 
ongoing around the question of what ethical leadership requires. Their 
hope is that with each issue of this journal, they are able to highlight a 
range of perspectives on ethical leadership in theory and action around 
the globe. Their intention is not to endorse particular opinions, but to host 
a trusted forum for readers to explore a diversity of views. The Inamori 
International Center for Ethics and Excellence at Case Western Reserve 
University awards an annual prize for the best thesis in military ethics 
to promote active involvement in the study and application of military 
ethics. This special volume of IJEL includes our 2019 and 2020 � rst place 
winners theses in English, Spanish, and French, as well as a summary of 
our 2020 second place winner’s thesis in all three languages. 

Hunter Cantrell earned his MA in Philosophy at Georgia State Uni-
versity. He is an Instructor at the United States Military Academy, West 
Point, and captain in the United States Army. 

Joseph Chapa earned his DPhil (PhD) at the University of Oxford. He 
is a lieutenant colonel in the United States Air Force and works on the 
Air Sta�  focusing on issues relating to the ethics of arti� cial intelligence. 

Kevin Cutright earned his PhD in Philosophy at Saint Louis University. 
He is an Academy Professor at the United States Military Academy, West 
Point, and is a lieutenant colonel in the United States Army. 
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Message from the Editors

Shannon E. French
Inamori Professor in Ethics and Director,  
and 
Beth Trecasa 
Associate Director,  
Inamori International Center for Ethics and Excellence  
Case Western Reserve University

Dear IJEL Readers,

The Inamori International Center for Ethics and Excellence at Case Western 
Reserve University awards an annual prize for the best thesis in military 
ethics to promote active involvement in the study and application of military 
ethics. For those not familiar with military ethics, it is an interdisciplinary 
field focused on a wide range of issues including Just War Theory (JWT; also 
referred to as the Just War Tradition), the conduct of war ( jus in bello), the 
pursuit of a just peace ( jus ad pacem), the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC); 
International Humanitarian Law (IHL), and other related topics such as the 
development of new military technologies (example: autonomous weapons 
systems), what societies owe to those who serve in their militaries, moral injury 
and dehumanization, and human rights in the context of armed conflict. 

In an effort to foster global discussion of pressing issues in military eth-
ics and improve the general accessibility of the field, the Inamori Center is 
publishing the winning theses, in print and online, in multiple languages. 
This special volume of The International Journal of Ethical Leadership includes 
our 2019 and 2020 first place winners theses in English, Spanish, and French, 
as well as a summary of our 2020 second place winner’s thesis in all three 
languages.

We encourage applications for the Inamori thesis prize in military ethics 
from any non-European students, either military or civilian, in a graduate or 
professional-level program (including law or medical students, etc.) studying 
for their degree at any accredited college or university or military service 
academy or war college (or similar). We have purposely focused the prize in 
this way to complement a similar thesis award available to Europeans offered 
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by the esteemed Euro-ISME (International Society for Military Ethics, 
European Chapter) organization. Israeli scholars are now also eligible for 
the Euro-ISME prize. Due to our partnership with Euro-ISME, winners 
of the Inamori thesis prize are able to present their work at the prestigious 
annual Euro-ISME conference, which is a unique global gathering of top 
scholars in the field. 

We are grateful to our partners at The University of Akron Press, as well 
as our translators, who made this special volume possible.

Sincerely,

Shannon and Beth
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