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BYZANTIUM IN SERBIA - SERBIAN AUTHENTICITY AND BYZANTINE INFLUENCE

Bojana KRsMANOVIC
LjuBOMIR MAKSIMOVIC

Three decades ago, a relevant opinion was expressed that
throughout its development Serbia had expanded at the
expense of Byzantium and its territories." Besides not-
ing that the history of the Serbian medieval state cannot
be studied apart from the history of the Empire on the
Bosporus, this assertion also focuses on Serb-Byzantine
armed conflicts. Since warfare, as a rule, was accompa-
nied by the need of the opposing sides to learn more
about each other, armed clashes, regardless of how they
were assessed and classified in history, created possibili-
ties for the expansion of diverse influences. Byzantium’s
interest in the Serbs and their earliest history in the
Balkans was already confirmed by Constantine VII Por-
phyrogennitos (913-959), who dedicated eight chapters
(29-36) of his De administrando imperio, a document of
a confidential nature, to the Serbs and Croats. The writer-
emperor explained their settling in the Balkan Peninsula
— the region to which Byzantium, as the sole successor to
the Roman Empire, laid historical claim - as an event
that occurred with the permission and consent of Em-
peror Heraclius (610-641).> Formally, this marked the be-
ginning of the written history of the Serbs in Byzantium,
which until the end of the 12" century was marked by the
Empire’s redoubled efforts to secure, even if only formally,
the Serbs’ submissiveness. During the initial centuries af-
ter the Serbs’ arrival, however, Byzantium’s Balkan policy
centred around the Bulgarians so much, that the Empire’s
Balkan frontier was determined almost exlusively by its
demarcation with the Bulgarians and their state. As op-
posed to the latter, who had established a unified state, a
fact that simplified relations between the two political en-
tities — Byzantium and Bulgaria - the Serbs, until the time
of Stefan Nemanja, were divided into several independent

! Rupxosuh, Cpduja youu Llapciiea, 4.
? Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio, 31-32;
BUIMH]J 11, ch. 31-32 (B. ®epjanunh).

principalities governed by local rulers - the regions of
Neretvia/Pagania, Zachumlia, Travunia, Diokleia, and
Serbia (Raska and Bosnia) (figs. 113, 121) — where Byzan-
tine influence penetrated, in varying degrees of intensity.?

The settling of the Serbs in the territory to which Byzan-
tium aspired has led to the history of the Serbs, much like
that of the Bulgarians, being perceived, from the view-
point of imperial political ideology, as the history of a
people living inside Byzantium. Thus, relations towards
the Serbs were seen to be more a matter of Constan-
tinople’s internal rather than foreign policy, and the Ser-
bian rulers were considered to be (disobedient) subjects
rather than (unreliable) rulers and allies.* The period up
to the conquest of the Balkans during the rule of Basil
IT (976-1025) was rife with conflicts, primarily between
Byzantium and Bulgaria, and then conflicts or temporary
alliances between the Byzantines and the Serbs, as well as
between the Serbs and Bulgarians.’ Byzantium’s attempts
to subjugate the Serbian lands were more of a personal
than institutional nature, as they almost exclusively re-
lied on the influence and pressure Byzantium managed
to exert among the members of the ruling dynasties in
the Serbian lands. The granting of court (administrative)
titles to Serbian rulers — of anthypatos and patrikios to
Mihailo Visevi¢ in Zachumlia (first half of the 10™ cen-
tury), protospatharios émi 100 XpvootpikAivov, hypatos
and strategos of Serbia and Zachumlia to Ljutevid (mid-
11™ century), protospatharios to Mihailo Vojislavljevi¢ in
Diokleia (second half of the 11™ century)®, or to Con-
stantine (Bodin) protosebastos and exusiastis of Diokleia

* Stephenson, Byzantium’s Balkan Frontier.

* Blangez-Malamut, Cacouros, Limage des Serbs, 112 sq.; Maksimovic,
Byzantinische Herrscherideologie, 174-192.

> ICH, 141-169 (C. Rupkosuh).

¢ VI 391 et sq.
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Fig. 27. lustiniana Prima (Cari¢in Grad), episcopal basilica

and Serbia (probably in 1081, fig. 77 )7 — are only some
indicators of the modest reach Byzantium’s policy and
cultural influence had in the Western Balkans.

During the epoch of Basil II - which, after almost 40
years of warfare with Samuel of Bulgaria and his suc-
cessors (976-1018/1019), ensured the Empire’s domina-
tion in the Balkans and marked out the frontier on the
Danube - Byzantium was finally able to institutionalise
its authority in this area. The founding of new themes
(with strategoi and doukai/katepani as commanders-in-
chief), and of the autocephalous Ohrid Archbishopric,
led to the inclusion of the Serbs in Byzantium, and the
strengthening of a Byzantine presence in the Serbian
territories that was greater than ever before. The theme
named Serbia — which encompassed Ras and the Raska
region,® the nucleus of Stefan Nemanjas future state
- had at least two Byzantine strategoi — Constantine

7 Cheynet, La place de la Serbie, 89-97; Komaruna, Busaniiiujcka
muitiyna Koucitianmuna boguna, 61-76.

8 The location of the theme of Serbia is still being discussed, cf. paper
of S. Bojanin and B. Krsmanovi¢ in the first volume.
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Diogenes and a certain Nicholas.® But the administra-
tion system in the outlying, western parts of the Penin-
sula was not to last — after about two decades Byzantium
was forced to go back to its old guaranteed policy of re-
lying on the local elite, and Ljutevid thus became the
strategos of Serbia and Zachumlia (1039).”> Along with
the zone of Byzantium’s direct authority established in
themes, the Serbs also lived in principalities that were
not included in this system, but which, at least for some
time during the 11" century, acknowledged the supreme
authority of the Byzantine emperors. It is from these ar-
eas (that were part of the Diokleia principality) that the
Serbs launched a struggle against the Byzantine central
authority. As opposed to the administrative system, the
inclusion of certain Serbian regions in the Ohrid Church
(primarily through the Ras, Lipljan, Prizren and Sirmi-

° Laurent, Le théme, 190 et n. 1 (cf. Catalogue of Byzantine Seals,
34.1); Zacos, Nesbitt, Byzantine Lead Seals 11, no. 628; cf. Swiencickyj,
Byzantinische Bleisiegel, 339-440, no. 11; for reading correction, v.
Laurent, Le théme 189.

10 Falkenhausen, Eine byzantinische Beamtenurkunde, 10-23; Maksi-
movi¢, Buldvio kai ot Zépfot, 82-83.
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Fig. 28. Gornji Matejevac, Latin Church

um bishoprics)"* was of more far-reaching significance.
In those parts of the Empire, for the first time the Serbs
were under the more direct influence of the Byzantine
Church.

Although the Serbs had been exposed to Christianisation
ever since their arrival in the Balkans, the process of their
conversion took a very long time and was executed in
stages. In their earliest history, the Serbs were under the
influence of the coastal centres in Dalmatia, which were
politically linked to Constantinople and ecclesiastically,
to Rome. Thus, it happened that Byzantium had no deci-
sive role in the Christianisation of the Serbs, which had
been in progress during the two centuries of their earliest
history in the Balkans when their first principalities were
created.” Even during the rule of Basil I (867-886), when
the formation of the theme of Dalmatia provided for the

U Gelzer, Bistiimerverzeichnisse der orientalischen Kirche 11, 42—46.
The Sirmium Bishopric is of special importance if the Serbia theme
is identified with Sirmium and its region, cf. paper of S. Bojanin, B.
Krsmanovi¢ in the first volume.

12 Makcumosuh Jb., [Tokpuitiaswe Cpda u Xpeaitia, 155-174; idem,
Busantiuja xao uzasos,150 et sq.

Fig. 29. Stara Pavlica monastery

Empire’s stronger political and, consequently, cultural
influence upon the inland Slavs, the Serbs, as far as the
Church was concerned, were closer to the Latin centres.
In the following period, until Basil II's conquest of the
Balkans, a good portion of the Serbian territories came
under the influence of the Byzantine Church indirectly,
through the Bulgarian Church (initially during the pe-
riod of the First Bulgarian Empire and later, during Sam-
uel's Empire). The founding of the Ohrid Archbishopric
had eliminated the mediation of the Bulgarian Church
and allowed for the Byzantine Church organisations di-
rect participation in liturgical activities in some parts of
the Serbian lands. The limited nature of this influence,
however, is visible from the fact that Diokleia (later Zeta)
- one of the two Serbian states of the time — remained tied
to the Roman Church to a greater extent, whereas Raska
(later known as Serbia) was only partly tied to the Ohrid
Archbishopric.

Whether Byzantium’s military triumph in 1018/1019
truly disturbed the centuries-long political inertia in
Serbo-Byzantine relations is questionable. Both Diokleia
(Zeta) and Raska (Serbia) quite soon renewed hostilities
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Fig. 30. Mosaic icon of Mother of God Hodegetria with Christ,
Hilandar monastery

with the Empire. When in the 12" century Serbia actually
became the only actor in political relations with Byzan-
tium in the Western Balkans, all its political efforts were
geared to winning independence from Constantinople.
Relations followed a set pattern, established in the pre-
vious centuries: Byzantium persistently treated Serbian
rulers (grand Zupans) as imperial subjects (administra-
tors), whereas the Serbs saw in Byzantium an enemy still
strong, but were not seeking — at least not ostensibly - ei-
ther reliance on its civilisation or an example to emulate.’?
By that token, not even the ancient remains of the Em-
pire’s material culture which the Serbs encountered when

" In more detail, Maxcumosuh Jb., Busanitiuja xao u3a3os, 150 et
sq; idem, Cpduja u metiogu yipasmaroa Llapcitisom, 55-64.
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they arrived in the Balkans could open the door to a
more significant influence of the Byzantine culture upon
them. The Serbs had no interest in the important cities
of Late Antiquity or the early Byzantine period, such as
Romuliana, Ulpiana or Iustiniana Prima (Caric¢in Grad,
fig. 27), already destroyed during the Great Migration
of Nations, lying deserted and utterly forgotten.* Such
a state of affairs is also quite understandable in view of
the fact that urban culture had not been developed in the
Serbian hinterland prior to the late Middle Ages. Judging
by what has been preserved and researched, however, it
is clear that not even the existing Byzantine temples had
any more notable impact on the development of Serbian
material culture. Their influence on contemporary and
somewhat later Serbian art cannot reliably be ascertained
or traced. Most of these churches were later fully rebuilt
in accordance with the changed needs and beliefs of the
Serbs (the Mother of God in Toplica, the Holy Apos-
tles in Pe¢, the Mother of God of Ljevisa, Gradac, Arilje,
Gracanica, Lipljan, Ajnovce, and so on) (figs. 130, 186,
190, 255, 256).” Only several churches, such as the ba-
silica of St. Prokopios in Prokuplje, or the small churches
such as Matejevac near Ni$ (fig. 28) or Stara Pavlica (fig.
29) are rare and inconsequential examples.’* As opposed
to these sacral monuments, certain Byzantine forts at the
Empire’s Danube frontier lasted somewhat longer and
had more importance. The fort in Belgrade, the nucleus
of the city’s later, medieval fortifications, should be men-
tioned as one of the most relevant of such monuments.*”

A turning point in Serbo-Byzantine relations, as well as
certain changes in the sphere of cultural influences oc-
curred during the rule of Stefan Nemanja (1166-1196),
the founder of the Nemanji¢ dynasty (1166-1371). The
penetration of Byzantine cultural influences became
more intense when he was still a local Zupan, govern-
ing the eastern territories that bordered on Byzantium.
Nemanja’s attempts to expand his territory at the ex-
pense of the neighbouring Byzantine lands led to his
clashes with the emperor, but at the same time opened
the way for establishing closer ties (fig.132). On one oc-
casion (around 1163, or probably even earlier), Manuel
I Komnenos (1143-1180) managed to secure Nemanja's
formal recognition of his supreme authority in exchange
for ceding the region of Dubocica to the Serbian ruler

4 Zanini, The Urban Ideal, 196-223; Bavant, Caricin Grad, 337-374.
15 For literature on these monuments, v. other articles in this volume.
16 Pakounja, L[pxea y Ioprem Maitiejesuy, 7-24.

17 Popovi¢ M., Les forteresses, 169-185; Stephenson, Byzantiums
Balkan Frontier.
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Fig. 31. Sopocani monastery, Parekklesion of St. Simeon of Serbia,
St. Simeon of Serbia

and granting him the carski san (ruler’s title).’* Whether
the inclusion of the local Zupan into the Byzantine hi-
erarchy strengthened Nemanja’s position in relation to
his older brothers has not been ascertained,” but judg-
ing by the hagiographies about Symeon, this policy to-
wards Byzantium was of great importance for all Zavida’s
sons. The news that the reason for a dispute among the
brothers was the fact that Nemanja, without seeking his
older brothers’ approval, began to build churches *° in
his lands, therefore deserves attention. These were two

8 Ciniepan ITpsosenuanu (1999), 20-23.
' TIupusarpuh, Manojno I Komuun, 89-118.
2 Cinegpan Ipsosenuanu (1999), 24-25.

Fig. 32. MileSeva monastery, Archbishop Sava of Serbia

monastery churches, the first of which** was dedicated
to the Most Holy Mother of God (today lying in ruins,
fig. 130 ), Nemanja only renewed; the other, dedicated
to St. Nicholas (fig. 129), which the hagiographies claim
was built by him, is, for several reasons, of greater im-
portance for our topic. Firstly, it is debatable whether it
was entirely Stefan Nemanja’s ktetorial work, or whether
it was a Byzantine-Serbian enterprise.>* Secondly; it is lo-
cated in Toplica, which was under the jurisdiction of the
bishop of Nis, a suffragan of the Ohrid Archbishopric,
which testifies to the strengthening of Nemanja's ties with

2 Tomuh, Pane 3agymdune Citiepana Hemarve. V. M. Markovics text
on Serbian art in the 12 century in this volume.
2 Curcié, Architecture in the Balkans, 492-493.
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Fig. 33. Hilandar monastery, katholikon
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the representatives of a Greek bishopric, but also with
the then archbishop Adrianos (Jovan) Komnenos (after
1139/ before 1143 - at least until the summer of 1163),
or, possibly, Eustathios, who succeeded Adrianos in the
position (second half of 1163-1170).” In any case, Ne-
manja could not have begun renewing old and building
new churches in the territory of the Ohrid Archbishop-
ric without the bishop’s approval and permission.> The
fact that the architectural elements of the Church of St.
Nicholas relied on the model of Constantinople design,
probably that of the central church in the Christ Pan-
tokrator monastery, which was also the Komnenian fu-
nerary church,” confirms that Byzantine masters were in
charge of its construction.

The penetration of Byzantine cultural influences pro-
gressed irrespectively of the military-political entangle-
ments between Serbia and Byzantium, marking the initial
decades of Grand Zupan Stefan Nemanja's long and sov-
ereign rule (fig. 31). At that point the ambivalent attitude
of the Serbs towards Byzantium began to clearly emerge;
on the one hand, they were attempting to expand at the
expense of the Empire and, on the other, they were at
the same time emulating its values. Nemanja’s submis-
sion to Manuel Komnenos in 1172, when he took part in
a triumphal procession in Constantinople, enabled the
Serbian ruler to visit the Empires capital city for the first
and only time. According to Eustathios of Thessaloniki,
Nemanja then had an opportunity to see the frescoes
(mowilpata), probably in the Great Palace,* depicting
Manuel I Komnenos’ military successes. Among them
were also scenes presenting Nemanja himself, his rebel-
lion against Byzantium and his submission to the emper-
or. Apparently, the pictures greatly impressed the grand
zupan, because, according to Eustathios, while looking at
them, Nemanja expressed his admiration and approval of
their content, allegedly protesting only because the word
slave (5o0Ao¢) was not written beside his name.””

In the period that followed, hostilities between Byzan-
tium and Serbia continued. A decisive battle took place
around 1191°* at the Morava River. Paradoxically, the
defeat of the Serbian army enabled Nemanja not only
to take a major step towards independence and the

# Prinzing, Die autokephale byzantinische Kirchenprovinz, 412.

# Kamuh, Cpiicka gpxasa u Oxpugcka apxueiiuckoiuja, 197-208.
MlymyT, Hapuipagcku usseopu, 171-178.

Papojunh, Iopinipeiiiu, 12-13.

¥ Eustathii Thessalonicensis Opera Minora, Adyos M, 217; BUVIH]
IV, 220 (b. ®epjanunh).

% TIupusatpuh, Xporonoiuja u ucitiopujcku KOHIHeKCiH, 50, N. 14.
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Fig. 34. Arilje, Church of St. Achilleos, King Milutin

strengthening of his state, but one that also led to Ser-
bias true inclusion in the Byzantine hierarchy of states
and their rulers.

The marriage contract between the niece of Isaak II An-
gelos (1185-1195), Eudokia, and Stefan Nemanjas sec-
ond son, Stefan Nemanji¢, signed shortly before or after
the Battle of the Morava,* gained importance when Eu-
dokia’s father, Alexios III Angelos, ascended the throne in
Constantinople (1195-1203). As an imperial son-in-law,
Stefan Nemanji¢ was elevated to the exceptionally lofty
rank of sebastokrator,® and the familial relationship be-
tween the two royal families, the Byzantine and Serbian,

¥ @epjanunh, Kaga ce Esgokuja ygana, 217-224.
¥ @epjanunh, Cesacitiokpaitiopu y Busanitiuju, 168-170.

48

acquired not only political and ideological, but also far-
reaching religious, cultural and social consequences.

The official about-turn towards Orthodoxy, which Ne-
manjas youngest son, the monk Sava (fig. 32), Nemanja
himself (fig. 31), and his successor, Stefan Nemanji¢, are to
be credited with, was a step which permanently bound the
Serbian state to Byzantine traditions, paving the way for
the ever greater presence of Byzantine culture in Serbia.’*
In this long process of absorbing Byzantine heritage, the
Mt. Athos” Monastery of Hilandar (fig. 33), since its foun-
dation (in 1198) to this day, has played a prominent role. **

Striving to compare itself to Byzantium, however, was in
every aspect adjusted to the needs of the Serbian state and
society. This was evident in its adopting and modifying
the Byzantine political ideology. Clearly, Stefan-Simeon
Nemanja understood his place in the hierarchy of rulers
and the source of his authority, which in the Charter of
Hilandar (1198) he expressed in the following way: ‘God
the Most Merciful designated Greeks as emperors, Hun-
garians as kings... and appointed me as grand Zupan’*
Serbian 13" century rulers called themselves samodrzci,
i.e. autokrators, and considered their state to be the New
Israel.>* Although both of these notions came from Byzan-
tium, they acquired a new meaning in the Serbian lands.
Acceptance of the Byzantine political doctrine was adjust-
ed to the needs of a patrimonial state, and so, in the time
of the first Nemanjic¢ rulers, the cult of the holy (svetorod-
ni) dynasty was born. The building of its own Serbian
pantheon of saints (figs. 16, 98, 99), the sanctification of
the founder of the Nemanji¢ dynasty and his successors
on the throne (of all the rulers except Emperor Dusan), as
well as of many Serbian Orthodox Church patriarchs, was
a major digression from the Byzantine model.’s

Undeniably, St. Sava played the main role in the devel-
opment of Serbian literature. The translation of liturgi-
cal books from Greek to Serbo-Slavonic, and especially,
the adoption and translation of typika from Byzantine
monasteries (the typikon of the Monastery of the Mother
of God Everegetis was particularly important), as well as

3! "Rupkosuh, Cseitiu Casa, 27-38.

2 JKusojunosuh, Vcitiopuja Xunangapa I, Maxcumosuh Jb., Xunau-
gap, 9-16; Kpemanosuh, Ocnusatve cnosenckux manaciiupa, 51-75;
eadem, Akini tpotia Iepacuma, 101-112.

* Tpudynosuh, Bjenorpnuh, Bpajosuh, Xunangapcxa ocnusauxka
ilosema, 49-59; 300pHUK cpeqgr06eK0BHUX hupunuukux tosema u
tucama I, 67-69.

** Maksimovi¢, H eBvoyéveon twv Zépfwv, 24 sq.; Mapjanosuh-y-
wannh, Bragapcka ugeonoiuja.

» Maxkcumosuh Jb., Busaniiiuja kao u3as3os, 154-155.
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Fig. 35. Gratanica monastery, Queen Simonida
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nomokanons, allowed for the legal foundations of the
Serbian Church to be based on the Byzantine model.
Thereby, this lively literary activity, enhanced by St. Sava’s
agency, was not devoid of creative freedom - the trans-
lations of liturgical books also meant their modification
so that their content corresponded to the needs of Ser-
bian monasteries, the endowments of the rulers from the
Nemanji¢ dynasty.*® Special emphasis should be laid on
the fact that Sava and Stefan Nemanji¢ wrote the hagiog-
raphies of their father, whereby they personally inspired
the further development of Serbian literature, fashioned
basically according to the Byzantine model, but with the
purpose of creating the ruling ideology of an independ-
ent Serbian state. In part developed under the Byzantine
influence, sacral architecture did not lack autonomy ei-
ther, as reflected in the mixture of styles and Western
models which reached the Nemanji¢ state through its
maritime regions (figs. 135-138, 152, 153, 155-158). ¥/

The international political situation, caused by the Cru-
saders’ Sack of Constantinople in 1204, opened the door
to the further rise of the medieval Serbian state. In 1217,
when the Byzantine Empire collapsed, Stefan Nemanji¢
petitioned for and was granted a royal crown from Rome.
The ever more apparent Serbian political ascendance in
these circumstances, however, did not lead to break-
ing away from Byzantine models - in 1219 the Serbian
Church was granted independence in Nicaea in a way that
could be considered common for the Byzantine world.?*
The organisation of the Serbian autocephalous archbish-
opric has been mostly inspired through the Hilandar
monastery (fig. 33), whose monks — educated in a Greek
religious setting — were responsible for the establishment
and development of the Serbian episcopate.?® And it was
through Hilandar that the Serbian Church maintained
close ties with the Byzantine Church, regardless of po-
litical circumstances. Over time, the Hilandar breth-
ren, stationed within Byzantiums Mt. Athos, became a
Serbian diplomatic stronghold. Hilandar’s hegoumenoi
also frequently travelled on political missions to the
court in Constantinople. The closeness the Serbs felt to
Mt. Athos particularly came to the fore when this Greek
monastic centre came under direct Serbian governance

* VICH 1, 328-340 (II. Borganosuh); lnagujep, Cseiioiopcka Sa-
WIUHA.

¥ For more in depth discussion, v. M. Markovi¢’s text on Serbian art
in the 12" century in this volume.

# @epjanunh, Makcumosnh, Cseiiu Casa u Cpéuja, 13-26.

¥ Jankosuh, Efiuckoiiuje Cpiicke upkee, 73— 3; Momus, Iypkosuh,
Xunangapcku uiymanu.
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(1345-1371). And so it happened that Hilandar and Mt.
Athos became part of Serbian cultural history to a far
greater extent than it was the case with other Slavic peo-
ples — the Russians and Bulgarians — who founded their
own monastic communities before the Serbs.*

The period from Serbia’s becoming a kingdom (1217)
until the time it was instituted as an empire (1345/1346)
was marked by military and political conflicts, which
intensified during its expansion south-eastward in the
second half of the 13™ century. On the other hand, this
was a period in which the Serbian dynasty established
important contacts with other ruling houses. The ties
between the Serbian court and the Byzantine, Hungar-
ian, Bulgarian, as well as the Western courts, changed the
general position of Serbia by opening the door to forging
on international level diplomatic, cultural, economic, and
military relations.

The tendency of strengthening Serbo-Byzantine ties
through marriage arrangements continued almost un-
interruptedly after Stefan Nemanji¢. Although his mar-
riage with Eudokia Angelina, daughter of Alexios III An-
gelos, did not last (1202 is the year of their divorce), their
son, King Radoslav (1227-1233) married the daughter
of Theodore Komnenos Doukas (1214-1230), despot of
Epirus, and later the emperor of Thessaloniki. Relying
upon the Angeloi from Epirus, Radoslav strengthened
Byzantine influence in Serbia, even adding the famous
Byzantine family name Doukas to his own. Nevertheless,
it is noticeable that prior to the Empires recovery, Ser-
bia resorted, to a greater degree, to making alliances with
Hungary and Bulgaria, as well as with the renowned fam-
ilies of Western Europe (the French house of Anjou). The
restoration of the Byzantine Empire in 1261, and the be-
ginning of the reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos (1259-
1282) offered new opportunities for strengthening Byz-
antium’s influence in the Balkans. In such circumstances,
Serbia sought support in Hungary, testimony of which
was the union between Dragutin (1276-1282, fig. 179)
the eldest son of King Stefan Uro$ I (1243-1276), and the
Hungarian princess, Katalina (fig. 235). Although a fail-
ure, the attempt by Uros’s second son, Milutin, to marry
the Byzantine princess, Anna, daughter of Michael VIII,
is indicative of how important marital ties were in Byzan-
tium’s foreign policies, as well as the position the Serbian
state had won over its neighbours.

0 Krsmanovi¢, Mount Athos and Political Thought, 156-166; eadem,
OcHueatve c108eHCKUX MAHACTAUPA, 51-75.
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Fig. 36. Vita icon of St. Stefan of Decani, detail: the Battle of Velbuzd, work of the painter Longin, De¢ani monastery

By the reign of Stefan Uro$ II Milutin (1282-1321, figs.
34, 98, 237-239) Byzantine influence had penetrated
almost all spheres of medieval Serbian society. It is a
process often called the Byzantinisation of Serbia and its
foundations lay in Serbia’s appropriation of vast swathes
of territory previously under the Eastern Empire. Byz-
antine Macedonia, whose northern parts had been con-
quered by Serbian forces during King Milutin’s time (fig.
208), proved to be a hub of many Byzantine institutions
that Serbia would embrace.#* This direct encounter with
the Byzantine state and social structures, and their adop-
tion and adaptation to the conditions within the mother
state, rapidly changed Serbian society.

Among other things, testifying to an all-pervading pen-
etration of Byzantine influences are the descriptions of
circumstances in the Serbian royal court where the elite
resided. These accounts illustrate the changes in the way
of life at court (connected with the places of residence),
and also in the Serbian court ceremonial. These changes

4 Maksimovi¢, H fulavtivii Maxedovia, 261-285.

were, without a doubt, a consequence of the conquest of
Byzantine lands, but also the result of the surge in Serbia’s
economic power. This rise was a product of the develop-
ment of mining and trade, which became more apparent
starting with King Uro$ I. Georgios Pachymeres’ account
of the Byzantine delegation’s visit to the court of King
Uro$ I sometime around 1269, with the purpose of ar-
ranging a union between Anna and Milutin, reveals the
deep cultural gulf which existed between Byzantium and
Serbia in the mid-13™ century. The emperor’s envoys
reported the Serbian court as being "homely and poor,
and that they saw nothing about King Uro$ which they
deemed ‘worthy of an entourage and appropriate [sc.
kingly] authority’ On the other hand, King Uros was as-
tounded by the Byzantine escort, expressing in particular
his contempt of eunuchs (‘Oh, oh, what is that? We are
not accustomed to such behaviour), who were an obliga-
tory part of the princess’s suite.**

2 Georges Pachyméres, 453; BUVMH]J VI, 22-27 (Jb. Makcumosuh).
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Only thirty years later, Theodore Metochites would give
an entirely different picture of the Serbian court. His re-
port, written in the first half of April 1299, refers to the
negotiations conducted in Skopje, regarding the mar-
riage between Simonida and the Serbian king Milutin. In
contrast to Pachymeres’ terse and unfavourable descrip-
tion, Metochites’ detailed report depicts the speed with
which the Serbian elite had adopted Byzantine customs
and habits even before the union between Milutin and
Simonida was concluded. The ceremonial which accom-
panied Theodore Metochites’ audience with the Serbian
king, Milutin’s lavish royal garments, as well as the formal
dress of the Serbian nobles, had the air of ‘imperial, and,
in as much as possible, Byzantine graciousness. The emis-
sary of Andronicos II was especially impressed with the
abundance, flavour and variety of meals and treats which
he enjoyed during his almost three-month stay at the Ser-
bian court. That Milutin had really made an effort to leave
an impression is shown by the fact that on the days of
fasting, the meals consisted of fish, even of the large and
fatty Danubian’ sort (probably sturgeon), which, accord-
ing to Metochites, was a rarity even in Constantinople.*

Byzantium constantly sought to strengthen its impact in
Serbia during this period, particularly from 1299, when
the marriage between King Milutin (fig. 239) and the
Byzantine princess Simonida (figs. 35, 240) daughter of
Andronicos II Palaiologos (1282-1328) was concluded.
In marrying Simonida and thus becoming an imperial
son-in-law, Milutin obtained a more prominent position
in the hierarchy of Christian rulers. From then on, the
multilayered presence of Byzantium in Serbia became
more substantial, and, accordingly, more visible within
the different spheres of Serbian society — in the adminis-
tration, at court, in the ruling ideology, in literature, arts,
etc. As time elapsed, the marital union between the two
dynasties, the Palaiologoi and the Nemanji¢ family, ac-
quired a new aspect, reflected in the attempts by Yolande
Irene, the wife of Andronikos II, to exert more personal
influence on events in Serbia. Nikephoros Gregoras viv-
idly describes the empress’s failed hopes for Milutin and
Simonida ever to have children - the historian recounts
Irene each year sending an ever more lavishly decorated
royal ‘cap’ (kalOmtpav) to her son-in-law, wishing to
‘adorn her daughter with the symbols of imperial dignity’
When it became evident that the marriage would not yield
offspring, Irene supposedly planned to have one of her

* Mavromatis, Le kralj Milutin, 103-105; BUMH]J VI, 110-114 (V.
Bypuh); Pagojuanh [I., Jujanosu 3a wpiiesom, 89—90.
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sons, first Demetrios, and then the elder, Theodore, forge
a closer relationship with the king so as to have one or
the other of the two made heir to the Serbian throne. But
Serbia’s ‘brutishness, ‘unpleasantness’ and ‘oddity” would
have deterred the sons from their mother’s ambitions.*

Yet, establishing close familial ties between the Byzantine
and Serbian dynasties, enabled Milutin’s successors to the
throne - his son Stefan of Decani (1322-1331, figs. 97,
242, 403, 420, 426)% and grandson Stefan Du$an (1331-
1355, figs. 37, 245-248) - to find refuge for several years
in the court of Constantinople, after they had been exiled
from Serbia, which was in political turmoil. The personal
experience of the metropolitan setting, to which the fu-
ture Serbian rulers had been exposed to, must have in-
fluenced their perception of Byzantium, and must have
led to Byzantium’s cultural models being transmitted to
Serbia. Stefan of Decani’s second marriage with Maria
Palaiologina, daughter of John Palaiologos who was An-
dronicos II's nephew, further involved the Serbian ruler
in the Byzantine dynastic disputes. The union did not dis-
rupt the order of succession to the Serbian throne, and so
Dusan’s half-brother Simeon was later honoured with the
highest dignity in the Serbian Empire - the title of despot.

It was during Stefan Dusan’s reign (fig. 222) that Byzan-
tine influence in Serbia reached its peak. The inclusion of
southern and eastern Macedonia, central and southern
Albania, Epirus, Thessaly, Aetolia and Acarnania in the
Serbian state, made Dusan, at least when it came to the
matter of authority over Byzantine lands, almost equal
to the under-aged John V Palaiologos and John Kanta-
kouzenos, an aspirant to the throne in Constantinople.
Having conquered Serres in 1345, Dusan proclaimed
himself emperor, and was crowned in Skopje at Easter in
1346. The imitation and adaptation of Byzantine models
was primarily reflected in the composite royal titles the
emperor assumed, which came in two versions: Serbian
- ‘Emperor of the Serbs and Greeks, and Greek - ‘Em-
peror of Serbia and Romania)* and in other domains
characteristic of his reign (granting the highest impe-
rial titles of despots, sebastokrators, and caesars). His
greatest achievement as emperor was the publication of
The Code (1349, revised edition in 1354),*” which, along
with other Byzantine legal documents that had been

* Nicephori Gregorae Byzantina historia 1, 241-244; BVIVIH] VI,
176-179 (C. Rupkosuh, B. ®epjanunh).

* Mapjanosuh-ymanuh, Ceettiu kparmw, 216-268.

* Maxkcumosuh Jb., Ipyu u Pomanuja, 61-78; idem, Cpiicka yapcka
wuiyna, 173-196.
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Fig. 37. Pologko, Church of St. George, King Stefan Dugan
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previously translated and tailored to suit domestic needs
(Nomocanon of St. Sava, Corpus Iuris Civilis, Syntagma
Canonum), had a profound impact on medieval Serbia’s
jurisprudence, based on the reception of Byzantine law.**

In the accompanying notes on The Code one sees Dusan’s
vision of himself as one of the Christian emperors in a long
line of rulers which began with Constantine the Great, the
founder of the Empire on the Bosporus.** Therefore, Ser-
bia’s rise to the status of an empire could be interpreted as
the culminating point of Byzantium’s influence in Serbia.
By adopting the Byzantine idea of universalism, Dusan
went beyond the interests of a national state. His epoch
can easily be summed up by both phrases: Byzantium in
Serbia and Serbia in Byzantium, given that this was the
time Serbia reached a climax in its involvement in Byzan-
tine political, ideological, and cultural concepts.>

Constantinople’s reaction to Dusan’s proclamation and
coronation as emperor, in its own way reflects the com-
plexity of Serbo-Byzantine relations in the mid-14" cen-
tury. Dusan had travelled the path from being a king
to becoming an emperor, by aiding both parties in the
Palaiologos-Kantakouzenos dynastic dispute. He had first
aligned himself with John Kantakouzenos, and then with
the Constantinople regency - both sides trying to protect
the under-aged John V Palaiologos’ claim to the throne.
The complexity of political and military circumstances
which shook the Eastern Empire in the 1341-1354 civil
war, and in which Dusan took part, resulted in the ab-
sence of an official reaction from Constantinople to
Dusan’s coronation. Only when John V Kantakouzenos
(1347-1354) took the sceptre did Byzantium respond. Yet,
it was an ambivalent response. While John V Palaiologos
addressed him as ‘Emperor of Serbia’ in a charter issued
to Hilandar (1351),”* Kantakouzenos never acknowl-
edged the imperial title of his former ally and subsequent
adversary. Both the ascent of the Serbian Church to the
rank of a patriarchate and Dusan’s rise to imperial pow-
er drew a reaction from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople led by Patriarch Kalistos, it is believed,
only around 1352.5> Although the edict excommunicating
Dusan, the Serbian patriarch Joanikije (who crowned the
king ‘Emperor of the Serbs and the Greeks’) and higher

% MICH]I, 557-565 (/1. bBorganosuh).

¥ Zakonux yapa Jywarna (1960), 147-162.

0 TAupkosuh, Cpduja youu Iapciiea, 8-13; Maksimovi¢, L'Empire
de Stefan Dusan, 415-428; Ilupusarpuh, Ynasax Citiepana Jywana
y Lapcimiso, 381-409.

1 Actes de Chilandar, no. 138, .7.

*2 TInpusarpuh, Busanitiujcke tipegcitiase o Cpduma, 269-277.
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Fig. 38. Kaleni¢ monastery, Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢

representatives of the Serbian Church has not been pre-
served, its content could be inferred from a 1368 docu-
ment of Despot Jovan Ugljesa (1356-1371) which refers
to the reconciliation of the Constantinople and Serbian
churches. The latter text speaks of Constantinople’s dis-
pleasure with Dusan for calling himself the autokrator of
Serbia and Romania, and for producing a self-ordained
patriarch in contravention to the canons.’* The rift be-

53 Conosjes, Momus, Ipuke tioseme, XXXV, 258-267; Iupusatpuh,
Ynasax Ciiedpana Jlywana y yapciieo, 399 et sq.
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tween the two churches hampered the political relations
between Serbia and Byzantium, hindering, among other
things, the creation of a united front against the Ottoman
Turks. The anathema of the Constantinople Patriarchate,
however, did not turn the entire Orthodox world against
Dusan. Suffice it to say that the Serbian emperor obtained
support for his authority (with respect for the precedence
of the Byzantine emperor), on Mt. Athos, the most im-
portant and unique monastic centre of the late Byzantine
era.’* And it was through Mt. Athos in Dusan’s time that
Serbian religious circles acquainted themselves with the
hesychastic teachings and writings of St. Gregory Palamas.

After Dusan’s death in 1355, the throne was left to his
son Uro$ (1355-1371, fig. 232) who failed to maintain
the territorial integrity of the Serbian Empire. As time
passed, the Byzantine presence grew especially strong
in the principality of Serres, to which Mt. Athos would
also be joined. And it was in Serres that the initiative
for reconciliation with the Constantinople Patriarchate
was born. In 1368, owing to the efforts by Despot Jovan
Ugljesa, ruler of Serres, a reconciliation act was signed,
deploring the first Serbian emperor and the creation of
a Serbian Patriarchate. Despot Ugljesa acknowledged the
supreme rights of the Constantinople Patriarchate in his
lands, yet only in 1371 did Constantinople validate the
document, when the territories (in Macedonia) of the
Mrnjavcevi¢ brothers had already fallen to Ottoman rule.
The outcome of the Battle of the Maritsa River, in which
both Despot Jovan Ugljesa (Mrnjavcevi¢) and his brother,
King Vukasin (fig. 232), lost their lives, had to some ex-
tent dimmed the prospect of the long awaited and an-
ticipated political benefits of religious reconciliation. The
reconciliation finally came to pass in 1375, during Prince
Lazar’s reign (1371-1389), as a result of the efforts of Ser-
bian religious circles which had close ties with Byzantium,
primarily through the monasteries of Mt. Athos.>

Although Byzantium did not participate in the Battle of
the Maritsa, after 1371, it, too, became a vassal state. Its
status was changed after the Battle of Ankara in 1402.
The defeat of the Ottomans restored the Serbian lands to
the Byzantine fold, and Stefan Lazarevi¢ (1389-1427, figs.
38, 325, 340-342) was in person handed the insignia of
a despot by the Byzantine emperor John VII Palaiologos,

* Kopah [I., Cseitia [opa, 118-122; Krsmanovi¢, Mount Athos and
Political Thought, 161-166.

> Muxampunh, Kpaj Cpiickoi Lapciniea, 183-189; borganosuh, /13-
muperve cpiicke u 8U3aHiliujcke ypree, 81-91.

the title also acknowledged by Manuel II Palaiologos
(1391-1425) in 1410.

The weakening of Byzantiums political and military pow-
er, ever more apparent from the second half of the 14"
century, did not diminish Serbia’s reliance on the ideo-
logical and cultural influence of the Byzantine Empire.
The apocryphal genealogies created in Serbian territories,
using Byzantine models, are one of the indicators of Ser-
bia’s deep adherence to the Byzantine cultural heritage.>®
In the 14" and 15" centuries, after the Serbs acquainted
themselves with the chronicles of George Hamartolos,
John Malalas, Constantine Manasses, and John Zon-
aras, the need arose to include their own history within
world-historical trends, the centre of which was the Em-
pire on the Bosporus. Thus, Constantine the Philosopher
compiled Stefan Lazarevi¢’s genealogy which contained
a whole series of fantastic elements. The family history
began with Constantius Chlorus, while the daughter of
Constantine the Great and her husband Licinius, a Serb
by birth’ and one of the ancestors of Stefan Nemanja, the
founder of the Nemanji¢ dynasty, occupied a prominent
place. In this family tree, Stefan Lazarevi¢ earned a legiti-
mate place through his mother, Princess Milica, the wife
of Prince Lazar (fig. 335).7

The reliance on the Byzantine tradition in Serbia during
the early 15" century was also evident from the transfer
of relics and the cultivation of saints’ cults. Thus, Despot
Stefan acquired for his country the hand of Constantine
the Great and the image of the Mother of God Acheir-
opoieta. Moreover, the cult of St. Theophano was highly
revered in Serbia. Her relics, transferred to the new capi-
tal — Belgrade — were venerated as relics connecting the
seat of the new state and Constantinople, where her cult
was especially widespread.s® Thus, in Stefan Lazarevic’s
era, the direct continuation of Byzantine traditions ac-
quired a special expression in the ruling ideology: Con-
stantine the Great was not only the Serbian despot’s
ancestor, but also a role model which the Serbian ruler
emulated when founding his new capital.

> CCPJI, XII-XXIX, XXXIII; Pagojuunh, Paseoj citiapux cpiickux
pogocnosa, 21-36; banamesnh, /leimionucyu o iopexny Hemaruha,
5-13. V. Pogocnosu, Xponuxa, in: Tpudyuosuh, A3dyunux.

7 Cobpanu couunenus na Koncianiiun Kociieneuxku, 371-372; Kp-
cvanoBuh, Pagoutesnuh, /leiengapre ieneanoiuje, 92-93.

% Mapjanosuh-yuranuh, Junacitiuja u ceeitiocit, 90-92.
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¢. 780-800
¢. 800-820

c. 850

c. 820-851
851-891
867-886
854

between 867
and 874

892-917
913-959
C.926

€. 933-C. 950
€. 950

1018

1019-1020

1039-1042

1064

1072

1077

C. 1085

Reign of Serbian Prince Viseslav.
Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.

Battles against Bulgarians successfully fought by
Prince Vlastimir and in later years also by his sons
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.

Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.
Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.
Reign of Emperor Basil 1.

Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia. After conclusion
of peace, prisoners of war exchanged at Ras, when the
place is first mentioned as a settlement, fort or region.

Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian ruling
family by the ecclesiastical centres on the Adriatic
coast. Serbian princes recognise the supreme power
of the Emperor.

Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojnikovi¢.
Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos.

Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by the
Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon.

Reign of Prince Caslav.

Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, with jurisdic-
tion over the regions of Serbia, Travunia and Zachlumia.

Following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire,
Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the Katep-
anate of Bulgaria and Theme of Serbia.

Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the territorial
size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also comprising
the Bishopric of Ras.

Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
clea, and subsequently of Travunia and Zachlumia.

Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.

Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the
theme of Bulgaria. The rebels proclaim Bodin,
son of Prince Mihailo of Dioclea, Tsar of Bulgaria.

King Mihailo of Dioclea seeks the papal flag from
Pope Gregory VIL

King Bodin of Dioclea seizes the region of Ras and
appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.

1089
1094

1113-1199
1118-1143
C.1122

1127

1129

1143-1180

1147

1166-1196

1172

1174-1236

1180-1183

1185-1195
1189

1191

C.1192

Diocese of Bar elevated to archdiocese.

Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and Ras
Zupan Vukan.

Stefan Nemanja.
Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.
Emperor John Komnenos seizes Ras.

During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs seize
the fortress of Ras. Grand Zupan Uros$ I marries his
daughter Jelena to the Hungarian heir to the throne,
the future king Bela the Blind.

Byzantine army seizes Ras and Grand Zupan Uro$
I recognises the supreme authority of the Emperor,
pledging to provide him with troops.

Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.

Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-
peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, pass
through Serbia, along the military road from Bel-
grade to Constantinople.

Reign of Grand Zupan Stefan Nemanja.

Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his allegiance
to Byzantine authority fails. Manuel I Komnenos cap-
tures the grand Zupan, who marches in the emperor’s
triumphal procession on the streets of Constantinople.

Rastko (Sava) Nemanjic.

Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos. Following his
assassination, Stefan Nemanja refuses to recognise the
authority of the new emperor, Andronikos I Komnenos,
and begins to seize control of Byzantine territories.

Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

During the Third Crusade, Stefan Nemanja and
Friedrich Barbarossa meet at Ni$ and discuss form-
ing an alliance.

In a battle on the South Morava, the Serbian army
is defeated by Byzantium. Nemanja returns a small
number of conquered territories to the Byzantine
emperor and his middle son and heir, Stefan, mar-
ries the emperor's niece Eudokia.

Rastko Nemanji¢ goes to Mount Athos, takes mo-
nastic vows and changes his name to Sava.
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1195-1203

1196

1198

1196-1227

1204
1204-1261
1204-1221

1217

1219

1221-1254

1236

1243-1276
1259-1282

1261

1274
1276-1282
1282-1328

1282

1282-1321

1284

C. 1291

1298-1299

582

Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of his son Ste-
fan, now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emper-
or, and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica
as the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount
Athos, the following year.

The monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the Hilan-
dar monastery on Mount Athos.

Reign of Stefan Nemanjic.

Fourth Crusade. The Crusaders seize Constantino-
ple and divide the Byzantine Empire.

Empire of Nicaea. The house of Nemanji¢ considers
it to be the successor to the old Empire.

Reign of Nicaean Emperor Theodore I Laskaris.

Coronation of Stefan Nemanyji¢ as the first crowned
king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’- by
legates sent to him by Pope Honorius III.

Consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanji¢ as
the first archbishop ‘of all Serbian and maritime
lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patriarch and the
Council in Nicaea give the Serbian Archbishopric
the right to autocephaly. The Monastery of Zica be-
comes the seat of the archbishop and the coronation
church.

Reign of Nicaean Emperor John III Vatatzes.

Archbishop Sava dies in the Bulgarian town of
Trnovo; the following year his relics remains are
transferred to the Monastery of Mileseva.

Reign of King Stefan Uros 1.
Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.

Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Constan-
tinople.

King Uros rejects the Union of Lyon.
Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.
Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.

At the Council of DeZevo, King Dragutin abdicates
in favour of his brother Milutin and receives his
own, separate lands.

Reign of King Stefan Uro$ II Milutin.

Hungarians grant Dragutin governance of northern
Serbia and north-eastern Bosnia. Belgrade comes
under Serbian rule for the first time.

Kuman-Tatar invasion of Serbia; Zi¢a is burned
down. The seat of the Serbian Archbishopric is
moved to Pec.

Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace is concluded
in 1299 and strengthened by the marriage between
King Milutin and Simonida, the daughter of the
emperor, Andronikos IT Palaiologos. Milutin's con-
quests till then, the most important among them,
northern Macedonia with Skopje, are recognised in
the form of a dowry.

1314

1321-1331
1324-1337
1328-1341
1330

1331-1355
1334

1341-1354

1341-1391
1342

1343

1345

end of 1345 /
beginning of
1346

1346

1347-1354
1347
1348
1349

1352

1352

King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles his
son Stefan Decanski because of the latter’s revolt
against his authority. Stefan with his sons spends
nearly seven years in Constantinople.

Reign of Stefan Uros III Decanski.
Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.
Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.

Battle of Velbuzhd - victory of the Serbian army led
by Stefan Decanski over Bulgarian Tsar Michael.
Stefan Dusan, the young king, demonstrates great
courage in battle.

Reign of King Stefan Dugan.

King Dusan conquers regions in central Macedonia,
including Ohrid and Prilep.

Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of the
under-aged John V Palaiologos, and John Kantak-
ouzenos, who proclaims himself emperor and pro-
tector of the Palaiologoi.

Reign of John V Palaiologos.

Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and King
Dusan. The kings conquests in south-western Mac-
edonia and northern Epiros.

Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dugan, who,
from that time, in his traditional title of ruler ‘of all
the Serbian and maritime lands’ adds ‘of the Greek
lands.

King Dusan seizes control of Serres, south-eastern
Macedonia and Mount Athos.

King Dusan proclaims himself as the emperor of
Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he most
often uses the title ‘vasilevs and avtokrator of Serbia
and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘emperor of the Serbs
and Greeks' (in the Serbian language).

Imperial coronation of Stefan Dusan in Skopje. The
Serbian Church is elevated to the status of a patri-
archate, and Archbishop Joanikije is consecrated as
the first Serbian patriarch.

Reign of John V Kantakouzenos.
Emperor Dusan takes control of Epiros.
Emperor Dusan takes control of Thessaly.

Dugans Code proclaimed at a state assembly in
Skopje. (The Code is later amended and proclaimed
at an assembly in Serres in 1354).

Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the Syn-
od pronounce an anathema against Emperor Dugan
and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbian bishops (the
so-called Kallistos Anathema) because of Dusan’s
coronation as Byzantine Emperor and the raising of
the Serbian Church to the status of a patriarchate.

The Battle at Demotika, in which John Kantak-
ouzenos and the Turks defeat the supporters of
Emperor John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and the
Bulgarians.
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1354

1355

1355-1371
1365

1371

1372-1389
1375

1376-1379

1377

1389

1391-1425

1395

1402

14021427

1403-1404

1425-1448
1428-30

1439

1440
1449-1453
1453

1455
1456

Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish their
first stronghold in Europe.

Emperor Dusan dies of unknown causes. The dis-
solution of his state soon leads to an epoch of in-
ternecine conflict among the numerous regional
overlords.

Reign of Emperor Stefan Uros.

Vukasin Mrnjavcevi¢ receives the title of king and
becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uros.

Battle of the Maritsa; King Vukasin and Despot
Ugljesa Mrnjavcevi¢ are killed. Vukasin's son Marko,
until then the ‘young king’ gains the title of king.
With the death of Emperor Uros, the male line of
the Nemanjic¢ family is extinguished.
Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanovic.

Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine
churches. The Ecumenical Patriarchate gave abso-
lution Dusan, Uros, Joanikije and the bishops; the
Pe¢ archbishops title of patriarch is recognised in
internal communication, and Dus$an’s title of the
Emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised.

Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.

The Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromani¢ is crowned
as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the Pomorje (mari-
time) and western lands.

The Battle of Kosovo; death of Prince Lazar and
Sultan Murad.

Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos.

The Battle at Rovine; King Marko and Despot Kon-
stantin Dejanovi, the vassal of the Ottoman Sultan
Beyazid, are killed.

The Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarevi¢
fights as the vassal of Sultan Beyazid. On his return
from the battlefield, in Constantinople the Byzan-
tine emperor awards him the highest title, that of
‘despot’

Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarevic.

Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian state
(till 1427).

Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.

The building of Smederevo, the new capital of the
Serbian state.

Despot Durad rejects the Florentine Union. Sme-
derevo falls the first time.

First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).
Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.

May 29th Turks seize Constantinople. Sultan Me-
hmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the city,
which becomes the capital of the Ottoman Empire
— Istanbul.

Turks seize Novo Brdo.
Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).

1459

1463
1471

1486
1490
1502

Early 16"
century

1520-1566

1521

1526

1529

1541
1557
1592

1594

1595-1610

1614-1647
1630

1683
1683-1699

1689

Smederevo falls to the Turks, and the end of the Ser-
bian medieval state.

Turks seize control of Bosnia.

Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus awards Vuk
Brankovi¢ the title of despot. The restored despot-
ate in Srem becomes a kind of military frontier be-
tween the Christian and Ottoman worlds.

Dorde Brankovi¢ appointed despot in Srem.
Dburad Crnojevi¢ becomes the Lord of Zeta.

With the death of Despot Jovan, the male line of the
house of Brankovi¢ is extinguished.

Having taken monastic vows, Porde Brankovi¢,
now the monk Maksim, becomes the Metropolitan
of Belgrade.

Reign of Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.

A major Turkish offensive. Belgrade seized along
with other cities and part of the Serbian population
is carried away to Istanbul.

The Battle of Mohacs. Following the defeat of Hun-
gary and the death of King Vladislaus, the Turks
establish a stronghold in Central Europe.

Sultan Suleiman the Magnificents first campaign
against Vienna. In order to put up a front against
the Turks, Serbs are settled along the Austrian-
Turkish border.

Hungary falls to the Turks.
The Patriarchate of Pe¢ restored.

The fall of the city of Biha¢ to the Turks marks the
end of Turkish conquests in Bosnia, Herzegovina,
Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia.

As a result of an uprising against the Turks in the
Banat, Sinan-pasha has the relics of Saint Sava trans-
ferred from the MileSeva monastery and burned in
Belgrade.

Intensive settling of Serbs in Slavonia and Croatia.
The Military Frontier created.

Administration of the Serbian Patriarch Pajsije.

Austrian Emperor Ferdinand II passes the Statutes,
which provide for the special status of the Serbs
living in the territory of the Military Frontier.

Aborted Turkish siege of Vienna.

The Great (Viennese) War waged against the Turks
by the Holy League - an alliance of Austria, the Ro-
man Curia, Poland and Venice - is of crucial impor-
tance for the history of the Serbs.

After the withdrawal of the Austrian army from
Skopje and its defeat at Kacanik, the Turks launch
a counteroffensive, followed by retaliation and
devastation. The majority of the Serbian popu-
lation, led by Patriarch Arsenije III Carnojevi,
withdraw to the territories north of the Sava and
Danube rivers, which become part of the Austri-
an Empire after the Treaty of Karlowitz in 1699.
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