The University of Maine

Digital Commons@UMaine

Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Special Collections

2-20-1991

Students say racism is a problem at UMaine

Doug Vanderweide
University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice

b Part of the Higher Education Commons, Race and Ethnicity Commons, and the United States History
Commons

Repository Citation

Vanderweide, Doug, "Students say racism is a problem at UMaine" (1991). Social Justice: Diversity, Equity,
& Inclusion. 647.

https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice/647

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.


https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/specialcollections
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/426?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice/647?utm_source=digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fsocial_justice%2F647&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:um.library.technical.services@maine.edu

Wednesday, February 20, 1991

he Maine Campus

THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE NEWSPAPER SINCE 1875

Vol 108 No. 15

Students say racism a problem at UMaine

By Doug Vanderweide
Staff Writer

When the African-Amerjcan
Student Association met in, the
Bangor Lounge of the Memorial
Union Monday night to discuss
racism, “it was very painful,” Uni-
versity of Maine President Dale
Lick said.

“It was painful for the students
and forthe administrators that were
present,” Lick said. “We thought
we had been making good progress
in creating a learning environment
free of racismand harassment; We
found out we still have a long way
to go.”

About 80 black students, anoth-
er 20orsowhite students, and 4bout
20 administrators gathered to hear
the students discuss their experi-
ences with racism at UMaine.

The meeting was called in rela-

tion to an assault early Sunday:

morning, when two black UMaine
students, Quester Hannah, 21, of

Old Town, and Aaron Phillips, 21,
of York Village, were assaulted by
nine white males.

However, AASA President Ja-

mal Williamson said the meeting .

was not to discuss just that incident,
but to discuss racism in general.

Student Rob Pauleus read a let-
ter the Association had written to
local newspapers.

“Racism is a very big problem
here at the University of Maine,”
thatletter began. “... Many people ...
may feel that the University is fine
just as it is now. We felt likewisc
ourselves until this past weekend.”

Williamson said, “We’re not a
bunch of radicals trying to change
the world, we're not trying to make
this into an athlete-non-athlete is-

sue, we mnottrymgtomkmtmw :

a black-white issue.”

Phillips, whosat next to Hannah
during the meeting, said, “Right
now, I feel sb violated, sohurt, I feel

See RACISM on page 16

Quester Hannah (L), Aaron Phillips react to Orono Police Chief Dan Lowe’s contention that Sunday
morning’s incident was not racially motivated. (Photo by John Baer.)
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so bad.

‘ljumwanttoéohmne—-alotofpeople
here are close frif and I love a lot of
people here - a lot of things go on and
peopleofxmpoﬂahceknowthmthmgsgo
on, andthey’ renofdomganythmgabomu,
he added.

"I'Inngsmalatetothlspomt,mdujust,

makes you want to go home. People say
they’nsﬁndupforyouandtheywamto
helpyou ldontthmktheymeamt“
Taylor said he believes

mc:smwlllexlstaslongasUMmmkaeps
“promoting™ it. |

Hepomtedto‘racmlslurwmtmonﬂle
PetsunGulfWargnffinboarﬂindee-
morial Union, which read, “kill the sand
niggers.”

“That is just promotmgthelssue of rac-
- ism,” Taylor said, “There’ ssomethmg that
has to be done. It’s been up there, and no
one's said anything about it.”

We have people who clean up the Me-

morial Union and walk right past the thing
and look at it, and know it’s 2 shur,”
Williamson said. “It's just a shame for ad-
mmxsmumandstudmmawalkputnt and
no one says anything about it.”

“I"ve seen so much bigotry and so much
hatred around here, it’s just a prime example
that all this came out,” Phillips said.

Taylor said an incident at the Memorial
Gymnasium similar to the one that occurred
to Hannah and Phillips happened to him a
few weeks ago.

“Here you have my two friends, who got
jumped by ten guys, and everybody says,
*Just don't tell anybody.’ But that’s just not
right.”

One student said he believes part of the
problem is that people from Maine are not
use to having minorities in their community.

Several students — including Hannah
and Phillips — were visibly upset after
Orono Police Chief Daniel Lowe reiterated
his belief that the incident on Sunday was

not started on the basis of a racial conflict.

"How can it not be racist when some-
body calls you “nigger’ to your face?” one
woman asked.

“And they beat you don, and are kicking
you?” another man asked.

Lowesaid the reports he hasseen “donat
have that statement.”

Some AASA membersin attendance said

they believe Lowe's statement was one-

sided, and the fact that the investigation was
not complete should have prevented him
from making that statement.

Others said the media was presenting
only one side of the argument.

Shortly thereafter, the media was asked
to leave by Assistant Dean for Multicultural
Programs Cheryl Daly, who said they were
preventing people in attendance from hav-
ing an open discussion.

Licksaid one result of Monday s discus-
sion is that UMaine will “try to reset what
our commitment is” regarding racism.

He also said he and other administrators
“are trying to make this a campus where

. pluralism is commonplace,” but “we have

notstomped outracismin America, inMaine,
or Orono,” and wehavetokeepmo\nng
towards the ideal.”

Lick said pluralism may see additional
dollars for new activities, but “often, the
most important things aren’t done with
money, but by people.”

He added that UMaine will be following
the investigation of Sunday's assault and
“we expect {the Orono police) to prosecute
to the fullest extent of the law.”

Lick said UMaine will ‘be obtaining a
copy of the final report and will enforce the
Student Conduct Code against those UMaine
students suspected of violating it.

“The University of Maine is not a racist
campus,” Lick said. “There is racism at
UMaine. By many people’s standards, it
isn’t serious, but it‘s serious to us, enough
that we're going to do something about it.”
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