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Homosexual funding evokes sharp student opposition

attended a
mecting in protest

delegation student senate
Though they could not
be recognized en masse to speak, their

“Every great movement has started out senator, Bruce Leavitt, voiced their views
by being a ‘pain in the ass’.” The delegation opposed the
“*Sure, | recognize them. They've got a
right to form a group just like anvone else
I"'m all for the senate giving them money to

by Lisa Halvorsen

club’s

request for money to be used to obtain
spcakers for their spring conference. The
senate had previously voted them $150 for

gut started.”
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drive, a lot of people Another senator, Steve Ay

with Miss Bailev's sentiments. According

wouldn't go ward, agreed

T'he senators, too, had something to say

on the question of funding to him, the gay-lib group needs more
leanne Bailev, Hart Hall re presentative self-identification and a good repertoire

cxplained that she recognized the club and vith the Maine resident
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* continued from page 2

ww not his constituents  supported his
Simon

“alwavs votes by his own convictions. " He

viewpoint, however, stated  he

believes that if the dorm voted for him

then the dorm residents must supy
rust that he will make tl

1
ideas and

garding university issues

I'here were many, however, particularly

in the fraternitv svstem, who took the

pposite viewpoint. Some refused to accept

formal recognition of the club

Senior Kim Shepard of Delta Tau Delta
fraternity said, **Most clubs 1I'd recogniz
but this particular club, no. | think giving

them the $150 was wrong."' He added that
“*Neville said that from now on the group
reaping benefits from the facilities should

pay. Take basketball games. for example.

Anyone wanting to go pays his dollar. Why
can’t theyv (the Wilde-Stein Club) do the

amie

fany i [ students were not as
ncerned about the monev given to the
1b as the were about the effect its
forma r gnion the concurrent
! iblici would have on the UnIversity
Ihere was much said about the influence
bad put tv would have on the Maine
state’s funding of the

A semor Agriculture and Resource major
remarked that *'the fact that the university
now recognizes the club isn’t a feather in
our hat. The take this into
consideration when they decide to vote on
giving the university funds.”’

Mike Elwell, from Aroostook
Hall, also voiced his comments. He didn't
like the idea of the gay-lib issue being tied
in with the umversity. He behieves that the
controversy will have a definite effect on
the funds allocated to the university. As he
sees it, “‘they (the gays) have no right to
kill majority projects for a minority cause.”

Anoiher student stated that because of
the present state of the economy, there will
be cut-backs all over. The Maine
fegisiators are ""just looking for an excuse
to reduce university funds’’ and this issue
may be it. i

Dunn  Hall’'s  representative  Jeff
Hollingsworth, also considered the
possible effects of the controversy on the
outside community. He said that he
believes ““it may develop into a serious
issue because the university has poor
public and legislative relations.”” As to
whether the matter will have a negative
effect on state fund-giving, the senator
replied, “‘I really can’t say, but the more

public will

senator
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Students respond to Wilde-Stein funding controversy

visible the homosexual activities are on
ampus, the closer scrutiny there will be
A Knox Hall resident commented that

the “‘one bad thing about the Wilde-Stein

Club 1s not the taboo. but the fact that
t} S nuch publicity.”” He considers
S I al t ver onservative and
f that t taxpaye will react to the
1SS [wition might go up. if taxpayver
pport goes dowr he warned.
Pl
Some tudents, however, weren't as

the funding at they were
about Maine's reputation

A business mayjor from Rhode Island said

worried about

that “‘every gav person on the east coast

will consider Maine a mecca. Before vou

know 1t, Maine will be known as a "'mecca
for queers’.”

This in turn will have an effect on the
student enrollment. High school seniors

are apt to think twice before applying to the
University of Maine, the student
continued

John Trinward, a member of one of
Maine's fraternities, made another
point—that of the effect this controversial
issue may have on his future. ""This is my
university and anything that goes on here
aftects me directly. When | go out to look

for a job (engineering) most of my potential

pretty straight
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She added that “'if th
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university has given
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A few other Hilltop residents said that
they wanted to avoid the whole thing and
planning to
weekend.

And there¢

thought they

were leave campus that

were a few who said thes
gt ts

might wander over to the

conference, just to see what it's all about
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