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Introductions...

Taylor Leigh

Joined UKL in September 2019
Ph.D. in Hispanic Studies, experience
working with special collections and
archival materials as a researcher
Primary job duties include:

- Collection development

- Instruction
- Outreach
Professional interests include:
- Ceritical librarianship
- Primary sources
- Community outreach

Colleen Barrett

Joined UKL in January 2019
MLS with specialization in Rare Books and
Manuscripts Librarianship, also experience
with antiquarian bookselling
Spanish minor as an undergraduate
Primary job duties include:

- Collection development

- Instruction
- Outreach
Professional interests include:
- Early American imprints
- Library organizational structures
- Community outreach




Learning Objectives

By the end of this presentation, you will be able to...

1) Better understand how and why the complementary skill sets of area studies librarians and
special collections librarians should be combined to allow for a more holistic approach to collection

access and outreach.

2) Incorporate critical librarianship principles into collection development practices in order to
proactively diversify existing collections without compromising the donor’s original intent.

3) Create a multifaceted plan of action to increase access points to, and promote the use of, a
specific collection in order to satisfy the desired outcomes of multiple library organizational units and
enhance the research and teaching applications of a collection.




. we didn’t invent the wheel
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Source: alastore.ala.org

“Librarians and their collaborative partners can
use their expertise and creativity to increase
exposure to special collections by working
interdepartmentally on instruction, collection
development, research, processing, and other
projects. Through these experiences, librarians
gain a deeper understanding of the roles of each
department and work together to achieve
strategic goals for the benefit of research and
scholarly communities.” (ix)




The Plan

Going over our progress to date in chronological order, mostly by theme.

History of the collection

Our collection development work

Description coordination work and successes
Current outreach efforts

Future planning




History of the Collecti

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCER

April 23,1963

Dr.Lgwrenca Thompson
Director,University of Kentucky Libraries
Canpus :

 Dear Dr.Thompson:
is my deslre to establish in the University of
Kentucky Library a memorial to my mother,subjlect to the follewing
¥+ provisions: .

1. Objective: Ultimately to make the University of Kentucky
Lidbrary & major center for the study of all aspects of
Mexican culturs, through the purchase of current and
retrospective books,manusoripts,and mlorofilm that are
within the scope of avallable funds. Popular books on Mexico
end fiction set in Moxico are to be excluded,as the Library
should normally acquire these as part of its progrem of furalshing
recreational reading.

Pund: Meximum,§15,000. A check for $5000,made out to the
Kentucky Eesearch Foundation,is enclosed. Each year sfter 1963
a subatantial addition will be made to the fund,until the

sum of §10,000 it reachediThe remaining $5000 will be added
from my estate upon my death,unless in the meantime I have
donated the entire emount. The princlipal is not to ba used,
but only the interest acorulng from lnvestment 1s to be used
for the purchase of library saterial as listed in Item 1.

The Kentuoky Research Foundation 1s to handle investment of
the fund.

Name: This fund 18 to bear the name,"The Lou Emma Wilson
Mexicana Pund.” It is sgreed thot suitable bookplates will be
used. I should like for the bookplates to be inscribed:
from the of the Lou Emma Wilton Xexicana
Fund established by Alberta Wilson Server,profescor of Spenis
7in loving memory of her mother,lou Emma Wilson
(¥ra.Albert Henderson Wilson),1877-1963."

The Kentucky Ressarch Foundation is to have charge of the
inventment of the prinmsipal sum. The Head of the University

of Kentucky Libraries 15 to be ompowered to purchase material
for the Mexicapa Collection.During my lifetime,Il should like

to be aonsulted ebout acquisitions for this collection,but I
shall be happy to take the recommendations of the Director,slso.

Sinceraly, « S o
-y PN A
oren Wiloon Sexvor

. Professor of Eomence Danguages

Dr. Alberta Wilson Server, 1897-1986 Original letter establishing the Lou Emma Wilson Mexicana Fund
Source: eploreuk.uky.edu Source: exploreuk.uky.edu




Collection Development

S s D“”“" i Collection Development Guidelines:
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User Experience and Collection Discovery

The librarian perspective
The user perspective
Honing in on the challenges
and identifying the solution
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Cataloging and Metadata Considerations

First issue: inconsistent notation in 0S 1.0S INQUISIDORES APOSTOLICOS,

records
- Records created in different library units
- Inconsistent naming/tagging across branches
and platforms over time
- Descriptions hosted in different systems

Lots of collaboration!
-  Collaborating with the Head of Cataloging and

Metadata and the Special Collections
Cataloger for most printed materials “:m“’;:‘?:\fﬁ’mﬁ“m“
Collaborating with the Director of Digital : i
Services and an Image Management " n s,
Specialist for archival materials and e =
broadsides

Source: exploreuk.uky.edu




Overall Collection Discovery

- Second issue: seeing the collection all at once
Related to first issue
Hard to know what’s there if you can’t group it




Our Collections feature in Primo

A COLLECTIONS [
. . . Lou Emma Wilson Mexicana Collection
I nfo rmatl O n al I nte rVIeWS ) The Lou Emma Wilson Mexicana Collection includes manuscripts, books, other printed

. . . . materials, and photographs representing all aspects of Mexican eulture from the 16th
meetings with Digital e T el
|n |t|at|ves Metadata I‘_‘ai;;iu:-gesatﬂmunmﬁyuﬂ‘eﬂlud(v.iﬂ 1963 tohonor her mother Lou Emma
Librarian and also the
Curator of Latin American
Collections at University
of Miami
Bringing it all back home,
collaboration with Library
Discovery Systems
Coordinator, Systems
Librarian, and the UKL

ILS Committee

explore/collectionDiscovery?vid=UKY &inst=UKY &collectionld=813721083100026 36




Collection Grouping Elsewhere

Temistitan (Tenochtitlan), circa 1572

Date
1572

Creator
Porro, Girolamo 1520-1604 cartographer. Porcacchi, Thomaso
approximately 1530-1585? author.

Language
Italian

Collection
Lou Emma Wilson Mexicana Collection

Description
1 map: color; 11 x 14 cm, on sheet 28 x 19 cm. Map 575

Source: exploreuk.uky.edu

Download

JPEG
of this page

PDF
of entire item

Designated Collection in
ExploreUK

- Worked with our Director of
Digital Services to ensure that
digitized items and finding
aids are connected in our
archival description interface

Cross-referencing

- When items can’t be displayed
together, there’s at least a
note to check other areas




Outreach & Promotion

_ > Libraries Research Guides
Collection development —

Promotion

Digitization of select content e e
Consideration of other avenues

9% Recent Posts

of outreach — Learning Lab, o s it
projects for Diversity Interns, | —— C ] e

Cases and Events in the United States
— e Genaro Garcia Collection: Broadsides
etC f i and Circulars, Benson Latin American
= Coliection, UT Austin
r Nicaragua Revolution: David Schwartz
Collection
The Lindsay Webster Collection of

Cuban Posters

& Subscribe

Source: libguides.uky.edu/hispanic/meridianos




Future Planning

More thematic outreach (Hispanic Heritage Month)
Developing a robust collection LibGuide for users
More instruction with primary sources

Future exhibit planning




Takeaways!

You can do this, too!

Partnering with colleagues to manage collections is a good idea: two heads
are better than one, draw on different skill sets and perspectives

Good opportunity for inter-library collaboration that can pay off later

Start a conversation! If you don’t say something, people won’t know.
Horizontal and vertical communication




Thank you for attending!

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free
to get in touch:

Colleen Barrett: colleen.barrett@uky.edu
Taylor Leigh: taylor.c.leigh@uky.edu




