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Exchangeable Fragmentation-Coalescence processes
and their equilibrium measures

Julien Berestycki *
March 9, 2004

Abstract

We define and study a family of Markov processes with state space
the compact set of all partitions of N that we call exchangeable fragmen-
tation-coalescence processes. They can be viewed as a combination of
exchangeable fragmentation as defined by Bertoin and of homogenous
coalescence as defined by Pitman and Schweinsberg or Mohle and Sag-
itov. We show that they admit a unique invariant probability measure
and we study some properties of their paths and of their equilibrium
measure.

Key words. Fragmentation, coalescence, invariant distribution.
A.M.S. Classification. 60 J 25, 60 G 09.

1 Introduction

Coalescence phenomena (coagulation, gelation, aggregation,...) and their
duals fragmentation phenomena (splitting, erosion, breaks up,...), are present
in a wide variety of contexts.

References as to the fields of application of coalescence and fragmentation
models (physical chemistry, astronomy, biology, computer sciences...) may
be found in Aldous [[] -mainly for coalescence- and in the proceedings [§] for
fragmentation (some further references can be found in the introduction of
[B]). Clearly, many fragmentation or coalescence phenomena are not “pure”
in the sense that both are present at the same time. For instance, in the case
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of polymer formation there is a regime near the critical temperature where
molecules break up and recombine simultaneously. Another example is given
by Aldous [fl], when, in his one specific application section, he discusses
how certain liquids (e.g., olive oil and alcohol) mix at high temperature
but separate below some critical level. When one lowers very slowly the
temperature through this threshold, droplets of one liquid begin to form,
merge and dissolve back very quickly.

It appears that coalescence-fragmentation processes are somewhat less
tractable mathematically than pure fragmentation or pure coalescence. One
of the reasons is that by combining these processes we lose some of the
nice properties they exhibit when they stand alone, as for instance their
genealogic or branching structure. Nevertheless, it is natural to investigate
such processes, and particularly to look for their equilibrium measures.

In this direction Diaconis, Mayer-Wolf, Zeitouni and Zerner [[[(] consid-
ered a coagulation-fragmentation transformation of partitions of the interval
(0,1) in which the merging procedure corresponds to the multiplicative co-
alescent while the splittings are driven by a quadratic fragmentation. By
relating it to the random transposition random walk on the group of per-
mutations, they were able to prove a conjecture of Vershik stating that the
unique invariant measure of this Markov process is the Poisson-Dirichlet
law. We would also like to mention the work of Pitman [PI] on a closely
related split and merge transformation of partitions of (0, 1) as well as Dur-
rett and Limic [L]] on another fragmentation-coalescence process of (0,1)
and its equilibrium behavior. However, a common characteristic of all these
models is that they only allow for binary splittings (a fragment that splits
creates exactly two new fragments) and pairwise coalescences. Furthermore
the rate at which a fragment splits or merges depends on its size and on the
size of the other fragments.

Here, we will focus on a rather different class of coagulation-fragment-
ations that can be deemed exchangeable or homogeneous. More precisely,
this paper deals with processes which describe the evolution of a countable
collection of masses which results from the splitting of an initial object of unit
mass. Each fragment can split into a countable, possibly finite, collection
of sub-fragments and each collection of fragments can merge. One can have
simultaneously infinitely many clusters that merge, each of them containing
infinitely many masses.

We will require some homogeneity property in the sense that the rate at



which fragments split or clusters merge does not depend on the fragment
sizes or any other characteristic and is not time dependent.

Loosely speaking, such processes are obtained by combining the semi-
groups of a homogenous fragmentation and of an exchangeable coalescent.
Exchangeable coalescents, or rather =-coalescents, were introduced indepen-
dently by Schweinsberg B3] ' and by Méhle and Sagitov [[[J] who obtained
them by taking the limits of scaled ancestral processes in a population model
with exchangeable family sizes. Homogeneous fragmentations were intro-
duced and studied by Bertoin [, B, [§.

The paper is organized as follows. Precise definitions and first properties
are given in Section 3. Next, we prove that there is always a unique sta-
tionary probability measure for these processes and we study some of their
properties. Section 5 is dedicated to the study of the paths of exchangeable
fragmentation-coalescence processes.

The formalism used here and part of the following material owe much to
a work in preparation by Bertoin based on a series of lectures given at the

IHP in 2003, [i.

2 Preliminaries

Although the most natural state space for processes such as fragmentation
or coalescence might be the space of all possible ordered sequence of masses
of fragments
St={1za,>0>..20) =z, <1},
7

as in the case of pure fragmentation or pure coalescence, we prefer to work
with the space P of partitions of N. An element 7w of P can be identified
with an infinite collection of blocks (where a block is just a subset of N
and can be the empty set) m = (B, Ba,...) where U;B; =N, B;NB; = ¢
when ¢ # j and the labelling corresponds to the order of the least element,
i.e., if w; is the least element of B; (with the convention ming = oo) then
t < j = w; < wj. The reason for such a choice is that we can discretize the
processes by looking at their restrictions to [n] := {1,...,n}.
As usual, an element 7 € P can be identified with an equivalence relation
by setting
i~ j < iand j are in the same block of 7.

1Schweinsberg was extending the work of Pitman [@] who treated a particular case, the
so-called A-coalescent in which when a coalescence occurs, the involved fragments always
merge into a single cluster.



Let B C B’ C N be two subsets of N, then a partition 7’ of B’ naturally
defines a partition ™ = 7T‘/B on B by taking Vi,j € B,i ~ j < i L9 J, or
otherwise said, if 7’ = (B], Bj,...) then # = (B} N B, B, N B,...) and the
blocks are relabelled.

Let P, be the set of partitions of [n]. For an element 7 of P the re-
striction of 7 to [n] is 7, and we identify each 7 € P with the sequence
(713, ™25 ) € P1 X Pa x ... We endow P with the distance

d(m',7?) =1/ max{n € N : W‘l[n] = wﬁn}}.

The space (P, d) is then compact. In this setting it is clear that if a family
(H(n))neN of P,-valued random variable is compatible, i.e., if for each n

H(nﬂ) =™ as.
|[n] ’

then, almost surely, the family (H(n))neN uniquely determines a P-valued

variable II such that for each n one has

My = 1.

Thus we may define the exchangeable fragmentation-coalescence processes
by their restrictions to [n].

Let us now define deterministic notions which will play a crucial role in
the forthcoming constructions. We define two operators on P, a coagulation
operator, m, 7 € P+ Coag(m,n’") (the coagulation of m by 7’) and a frag-
mentation operator m, 7’ € P,k € N +— Frag(w, 7', k) (the fragmentation of
the k-th block of 7 by 7).

e Take 7 = (By,Bs,...) and ' = (B}, B),...). Then Coag(m,n") =
(BY, By, ...), where Bf = Ujcpr B, By = Ujcp, Bi, ... Observe that the
labelling is consistent with our convention.

e Take m = (B1, Ba,...) and 7/ = (B{, B, ...). Then Frag(m,n’, k) is the
relabelled collection of blocks formed by all the B; for ¢ # k, plus the
sub-blocks of By given by 7T|’ By

Similarly, when 7 € P, and 7’ € P or 7’ € Py, for k > #n (where # is
the number of non-empty blocks of 7) one can define Coag(w, ') as above
and when 7’ € P or «’ € Py, for m > Card(By,) one can define Frag(m, 7', k)
as above.



Define 0 := ({1},{2},...) the partition of N into singletons, 0,, := O,
and 1 := ({1,2,...}) the trivial partition of N in a single block, 1, := 1),
Then 0 is the neutral element for Coag, i.e., for each w € P

Coag(m,0) = Coag(0,7) = m,

(for m € Up>2Py, as Coag(0, ) is not defined, one only has Coag(w,0) = 7)
and 1 is the neutral element for Frag, i.e., for each w € P one has

Frag(1,7,1) = Frag(m,1,k) = 7.
Similarly, when 7 € Up,>2P,,, for each k < #m one only has
Frag(m,1,k) = .

Note also that the coagulation and fragmentation operators are not really
reciprocal because Frag can only split one block at a time.

Much of the power of working in P instead of S! comes from Kingman’s
theory of exchangeable partitions. For the time being, let us just recall the
basic definition. Define the action of a permutation o : N — N on P by

Lo(m) . N T .

i~ jeo(i)~ao(g).
A random element II of P or a P valued process I1(+) is said to be exchange-
able if for any permutation o such that o(n) = n for all large enough n one

has o(I1) £ IT or TI(-) £ o (I1(-)).

3 Definition, characterization and construction of
EFC processes

3.1 Definition and characterization

We can now define precisely the exchangeable fragmentation-coalescence
processes and state some of their properties. Most of the following material
is very close to the analogous definitions and arguments for pure fragmen-
tations (see [A]) and coalescences (see [R0, PJ)).

Definition 1. A P-valued Markov process (IL(t),t > 0), is an exchange-
able fragmentation-coalescent process (“EFC process” thereafter) if it has
the following properties:

e [t is exchangeable.



e lts restrictions 11y, are cadlag finite state Markov chains which can
only evolve by fragmentation of one block or by coagulation.

More precisely, the transition rate of Iy (-) from m to @', say ¢, (7, 7'), is
non-zero only if 3" such that ¥ = Coag(w,") or I k > 1 such that
7' = Frag(m, 7", k).

Remark that this definition implies that II(0) should be exchangeable.
Hence the only possible deterministic starting points are 1 and 0 because
the measures 01(-) and dg(-) (where dq(+) is the Dirac mass in e) are the
only exchangeable measures of the form d,(-). If II(0) = 0 we say that the
process is started from dust, and if II(0) = 1 we say it is started from unit
mass.

Note that the condition that the restrictions IIj,,) are cadlag implies that
II itself is also cadlag.

Fix n and 7 € P,. For convenience we will also use the following nota-
tions for the transition rates: For n’ € Py, \{0,,} where m = #m the number
of non-empty blocks of 7, call

Co(m, ') i= gu(w, Coag(m, "))

the rate of coagulation by 7’. For k < #m and n’ € P, |\{1p,|} where | By
is the cardinal of the k-th block, call

Fn(ﬂ'7 7T/7 k) = qn(ﬂ-a Frag(”? 7T/7 k))

the rate of fragmentation of the kth block by 7.

We will say that an EFC process is non-degenerated if it has both a
fragmentation and coalescence component, i.e., for each n there are some
7y # 1, and 7} # 0, such that F},(1,,7],1) > 0 and C,,(0,, 7)) > 0.

Of course the compatibility of the IIj,,,; and the exchangeability require-
ment entail that not every family of transition rates is admissible. In fact,
it is enough to know how IIj,,,) leaves 1,, and 0y, for every m < n to know
all the rates g, (m, 7).

Proposition 2. There erists two families ((Cy(7))rep,\{0,})neN and
((Fn (7)) rePa\{1,} )Jnen such that for every m < n and for every ™ € Py, with
m blocks (#m =m) one has

1. For each ' € Py \{Om}

qn(m, Coag(m, ")) = Cp(m, ') = Cp (7).



2. For each k < m and for each 7' € Pig, \{1|B,|},

qn(m, Frag(m, 7', k)) = F(n, 7' k) = F|Bk‘(7r').

3. All other transition rates are zero.

Furthermore, these rates are exchangeable, i.e., for any permutation o
of [n], for all m € Py, one has Cy (1) = Cyp(o(n)) and F, (1) = F,(o(n)).

As the proof of this result is close to the arguments used for pure frag-
mentation or pure coalescence and is rather technical, we postpone it until
section 6.

Observe that, for n fixed, the finite families (C,(7))rep,\{0,} and
(Fn(7))rep,\{1,} may be seen as measures on P,,. The compatibility of the
I (-) implies the same property for the (Cy, Fy,), i.e., as measures, the
image of C, 1 (resp. F,41) by the projection P41 — Py, is C,, (resp. Fy),
see Lemma 1 in [ for a precise demonstration in the case where there is only
fragmentation (C' = 0), the general case being a simple extension. Hence,
by Kolmogorov’s extension Theorem, there exists a unique measure C' and
a unique measure F' on P such that for each n and for each w € P, such
that m # 1,, (resp. ™ # 0y)

Co(m)=C({r" € P: WI'M =7}) resp. Fp(n)=F({rx' e P: W‘/[n] =}).

Furthermore, as we have remarked, the measures C,, and F,, are ex-
changeable. Hence, C and F are exchangeable measures. They must also
verify some integrability conditions because the H|[n}(‘) are Markov chains
and have thus a finite jump rate at any state. For m € P define Q(m,n) :=
{n' eP: 7T|'M = 7|} Then for each n € N we must have

C(P\Q(0,n)) < o0
and
F(P\Q(1,n)) < oo.

It is clear that we can suppose without loss of generality that C' and F’ assign
no mass to the respective neutral elements for Coag and Frag, i.e., C(0) =0
and F(1) =0.

Here are three simple examples of exchangeable measures.



1. Let €, be the partition that has only two non empty blocks: N\{n}
and {n}. Then the (infinite) measure e(-) = >, .y0c,(-) (Where 0 is
the Dirac mass) is exchangeable. We call it the erosion measure .

2. For each ¢ # j € N, call ¢; ; be the partition that has only one block
which is not a singleton: {i,j}. Then the (infinite) measure x(:) =
> icjen e ; (+) is exchangeable. We call it the Kingman measure.

3. Take z € St = {z; > x5 > ... > 0; >iwi < 1} Let (Xj)ien
be a sequence of independent variables with respective law given by
P(X; = k) = forall k > 1 and P(X; = —i) =1 — 3, x;. Define
a random variable 7 with value in P by letting i ~ j < X; = X;.
Following Kingman, we call m the z-paintbox process and denote by
Lz its distribution. Let v be a measure on S, then the mixture p,, of
paintbox processes directed by v, i.e.,

) = [ oA,
st
is an exchangeable measure. We call it the v-paintbox measure.

Extending seminal results of Kingman [[[d], Bertoin has shown in [} and
in his course at IHP that any exchangeable measure that verifies the re-
quired conditions is a combination of these three types. Hence the following
proposition merely restates these results.

Proposition 3. For each exchangeable measure C on P such that C({0}) =
0, and C(P\Q(0,n)) < 0o,Vn € N there exists a unique c;, > 0 and a unique
MEeASUTe Voag ON St such that

VC’oag({O}) =0,

/ (Zx > VCoag(dz) < 00, (1)

and C = ¢k + gy,

For each exchangeable measure F' on P such that F({1}) = 0 and
F(P\Q(1,n)) < oo,Vn € N there exists a unique c. > 0 and a unique
measure Vp;g on P such that

VDisl({(l 0,.)}) =0,

/ (1 - Zm > vpisi(da) < oo, (2)

and F =cce+ pu,,,



The two integrability conditions on vp;s and veeeg (B) and (f]) ensure
that C(P\Q(0,7n)) < oo and F(P\Q(1,n)) < cc. See [H for the demonstra-
tion concerning F'. The part that concerns C can be shown by the same
arguments.

The condition on vpg (P) may seem at first sight different from the

condition that Bertoin imposes in [ and which reads

/1(1 — xl)VDisl(dx) < 00
S
but they are in fact equivalent because

1= a7 <1-af <2(1—ay)
A

and on the other hand
1—21‘?21—1’121}21—1‘1.
i i

Thus the above proposition implies that for each EFC process II there
is a unique exchangeable fragmentation II(F )(t) and a unique exchangeable
coalescence I1(9) (¢) such that II is a combination of II¥) and II(©). This was
not obvious a priori because some kind of compensation phenomena could
have allowed weaker integrability conditions.

One can sum up the preceding analysis in the following characterization
of exchangeable fragmentation-coalescence processes.

Proposition 4. The distribution of an EFC process I1(+) is completely char-
acterized by the initial condition (i.e., the law of 11(0)), the measures vp;s
and Vgoeag as above and the parameters ce,ci, € R+.

Remark : The above results are well known for pure fragmentation or pure
coalescence. If, for instance, we impose F(P) = 0 (i.e., there is only coa-
lescence and no fragmentation, the EFC process is degenerated), the above
proposition shows that our definition agrees with Definition 3 in Schweins-
berg [RJ]. On the other hand if there is only fragmentation and no coa-
lescence, our definition is equivalent to that given by Bertoin in [[], which
relies on some fundamental properties of the semi-group. There, the Markov
chain property of the restrictions is deduced from the definition as well as
the characterization of the distribution by ¢ and vp;g.

Nevertheless, the formulation of Definition [l| is new. More precisely, it
was not known that the exchangeability and Markov requirement for the
restrictions to [n] was enough to obtain a fragmentation procedure in which
each fragment splits independently from the others (point 2 of Proposition

B



3.2 Poissonian construction

As for exchangeable fragmentation or coalescence, one can construct EFC
processes by using Poisson point processes (PPP in the following). More
precisely let Po = ((t,7(©)(t)),t > 0) and Pr = ((t,7F)(t), k(t)),t > 0) be
two independent PPP in the same filtration. The atoms of the PPP P are
points in RT x P and its intensity measure is given by dt ® (I coag + CEE)-
The atoms of Pr are points in RT x P x N and its intensity measure is
dt @ (cee + fiy,,,) ® # where # is the counting measure on N and dt is the
Lebesgue measure.

Take m € P an exchangeable random variable and define a family of
Pp-valued processes I1"(-) as follows: for each n fix II"(0) = |, and

e if ¢ is not an atom time neither for Po or Pp then II"(t) = II"(t—),

e if ¢ is an atom time for Po such that (7(¢) (t))|(n] # On then
I"(t) = Coag(IT" (=), 7 (1)),

e if ¢ is an atom time for Pg such that k(t) < n and (7(F) (t)|fn) # 1n
then
11" (t) = Frag(I" (t=), 7 (1), k(1))

Note that the IT" are well defined because on any finite time interval, for
each n, one only needs to consider a finite number of atoms. Furthermore
Po and Pr being independent in the same filtration, almost surely there
is no ¢t which is an atom time for both PPP’s. This family is constructed
to be compatible and thus defines uniquely a process II such that IIj;,,) =
II" for each n. By analogy with exchangeable fragmentations ([f]) and
exchangeable coalescence ([0, R3]) the following should be clear.

Proposition 5. The process 11 constructed above is an EFC process with
characteristics C,Vcoag, Ce aNA VDijgl.

Proof. 1t is straightforward to check that the restrictions I, (¢) are Markov
chains whose only jumps are either coagulations or fragmentations. The
transition rates are constructed to correspond to the characteristics ¢k, Vcoag, Ce
and vp;s. The only thing left to check is thus exchangeability. Fix n € N and
o a permutation of [n], then (o(II"(¢))):>0 is a jump-hold Markov process.

Its transition rates are given by ¢\’ (m,7") = gn(o™L(7), 07 (x")).

10



Suppose first that 7/ = Frag(w, 7", k) for some 7. Remark that there
exists a unique | < #m and a permutation ¢’ of [m| (where m = |mi| is the
cardinal of the k-th block of m we want to split) such that

o Yx') = Frag(c™Y(n),d' (z"),1).

Using Proposition P we then obtain that

¢ (m ) = gqu(o™(m),07 ()
= gu(o~ ! (m), Frag(o ™" (m), 0’ (x"),1))
— Bule'(@)
= F.(")
= gu(m,7")

The same type of arguments show that when 7/ = Coag(w, ") for some
7" we also have

q1(1<7) (7T’ 77/) = Qn(ﬂ-’ 7TI)'

Thus, II" and o(II") have the same transition rates and hence the same law.
As this is true for all n, it entails that IT and o(II) also have the same
law.

O

Let II(-) be an EFC process and define P, its semi-group, i.e., for a
continuous function ¢ : P — R

Pro(m) = Ex(4(11(2)))
the expectation of ¢(II(¢)) conditionally on II(0) = 7.
Corollary 6. An EFC process 11(-) has the Feller property, i.e.,

e for each continuous function ¢ : P +— R, for each m € P one has

t1~i>%’l+ PtQS(Tr) = Qb(ﬂ'),

e for allt > 0 the function 7 — P,p() is continuous.

Proof. Call Cy the set of functions

Cy={f:P—R:3InecNst. m = 7'("/[”] = f(m) = f(=')}

11



which is dense in the space of continuous functions of P — R. The first
point is clear for a function ® € Cy (because the first jump-time of ®(II(-))
is distributed as an exponential variable with finite mean). We conclude by
density. For the second point, consider 7, 7" € P such that d(7,7') < 1/n
(ie., T = Wll[n}) then use the same PPP Pc and P to construct two
EFC processes, II(+) and IT'(-), with respective starting points II(0) = 7 and
IT'(0) = «’. By construction ITjj,)(-) = Hf i, (+) in the sense of the identity of
the paths. Hence
vt > 0,d(I1(t), 11 (¢)) < 1/n.

O

Hence, when considering an EFC process, one can always suppose that
one works in the usual augmentation of the natural filtration F; which is
then right continuous.

As a direct consequence, one also has the following characterization of
EFC’s in terms of the infinitesimal generator : Let (II(¢),¢ > 0) be an EFC
process, then the infinitesimal generator of 1I, denoted by A, acts on the
functions f € C} as follows:

Vi e P, A(f)() / C(dr')(f (Coag(m, 7)) — ()
—i—Z/ (dr")(f (Frag(m, ', k)) — f(m)),
keN

where F' = cce + pyp,, and C' = cxk + g, Indeed, take f € Cr and n
such that 7, = 7'("/[”] = f(m) = f(n'), then as I, (-) is a Markov chain
the above formula is just the usual generator for Markov chains. Transition
rates have thus the required properties and hence this property characterizes
EFC processes.

3.3 Asymptotic frequencies

When A is a subset of N we will write

_ <n: A
)\A:limsup#{k_n ke A}

n—00 n

and

<n: A
Ay = liming SRR EA}

n—00 n

12



When the equality A4 = A4 holds we call || A]|, the asymptotic frequency of
A, the common value which is also the limit

#{k<n:keA}
- .

Al = lim
n—oo

If all the blocks of m = (Bq, Ba,..) € P have an asymptotic frequency we
define
A(m) = (I|1B1ll, || Ball, )t

the decreasing rearrangement of the || B;||’s.

Theorem 7. Let II(t) be an EFC process. Then

exists almost surely simultaneously for allt > 0, and (X (t),t > 0) is a Feller
process.

The proof (see section 6), which is rather technical, uses the regularity
properties of EFC processes and the existence of asymptotic frequencies
simultaneously for all rational time ¢t € Q. We call the process X (t) the
associated ranked-mass EFC process.

Remark The state space of a ranked mass EFC process X is S!. Thus, our
construction of EFC processes II in P started from 0 gives us an entrance
law Q(o,0,..) for X. More precisely, there is the identity Q.. )(t + s) =
Q(s)Po(t). The ranked frequencies of an EFC process started from 0 defines
a process with this entrance law that comes from dust at time 0+, i.e.,
the largest mass vanishes almost surely as ¢t \, 0. The construction of this
entrance law is well known for pure coalescence process, see Pitman [R(] for
a general treatment, but also Kingman [[17] and Bolthausen-Sznitman [g,
Corollary 2.3] for particular cases.

4 Equilibrium measures

Consider an EFC process 1I which is not trivial, i.e., ¥¢oag, Vpisi, ce and cg,
are not zero simultaneously.

Theorem 8. There exists a unique (exchangeable) stationary probability
measure p on P and one has

p=200 = cr =0 and voyey =0

13



and
p=01 < ce=0and vpg=0

where 0, is the Dirac mass at 7.
Furthermore, II(-) converges in distribution to p.

Proof. If the process I1 is a pure coalescence process (i.e., ce = 0 and vp;q(-) =
0) it is clear that 1 is an absorbing state towards which the process converges
almost surely. In the pure fragmentation case it is 0 that is absorbing and
attracting.

In the non-degenerated case, for each n € N, the process IIjj,(-) is a
finite state Markov chain. Let us now check the irreducibility in the non-
degenerated case. Suppose first that vpg(S') > 0. For every state 7 € Py,
if IIjj,)(t) = 7 there is a positive probability that the next jump of IIj,(t)
is a coalescence. Hence, for every starting point I1j;,;(0) = 7 € P, there
is a positive probability that H|[n}(‘) reaches 1,, in finite time T before any
fragmentation has occurred. Now take 2 € S! such that 25 > 0 and recall
that p, is the xz-paintbox distribution. Then for every m € P,, with #m = 2
(recall that #m is the number of non-empty blocks of 7) one has

pa(Q(m,m)) > 0.

That is the n-restriction of the z-paintbox partition can be any partition of
[n] in two blocks with positive probability. More precisely if m € P, is such
that m = (By, B2,9,0...) with |B;| = k and |Bs| = n — k then

pz(Q(m,m)) > ahaly ™% + aka k.

Hence, for any m € P with #m = 2, the first transition after T is 1,, — 7
with positive probability. As any m € P, can be obtained from 1,, by a finite
series of binary fragmentations we can iterate the above idea to see that
with positive probability the jumps that follow T are exactly the sequence
of binary splitting needed to get to m and the chain is hence irreducible.

Suppose now that vp;g = 0, there is only erosion ¢, > 0, and that at
least one of the following two condition holds

e for every k € N one has vgeey({z € St : Z:i]f x; <1}) >0,
e there is a Kingman component, ¢; > 0,

then almost the same demonstration applies. We first show that the state 0,
can be reached from any starting point by a series of splittings corresponding
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to erosion, and that from there any = € P, is reachable through binary
coagulations.

In the remaining case (i.e., ¢y = 0,vp; = 0 and there exists & > 0 such
that Vceae({7 € St Z:jf x; < 1}) = 0) the situation is slightly different in
that P, is not the irreducible class. It is easily seen that the only partitions
reachable from 0,, are those with at most k non-singletons blocks. But for
every starting point 7w one reaches this class in finite time almost surely.
Hence there is no issues with the existence of an invariant measure for this
type of Ilj,), it just does not charge partitions outside this class.

Thus there exists a unique stationary probability measure p(") on P, for
the process IIj,). Clearly by compatibility of the H‘[n](-) one must have

Projp, (0" *V)(-) = p"(:)

where Projp, (p™*1) is the image of p("*1) by the projection on P,. This

implies that there exists a unique probability measure p on P such that
for each n one has p™(-) = Projp (p)(-). The exchangeability of p is a
simple consequence of the exchangeability of II. Finally, the chain HHQ](-)
is specified by two transition rates {1}{2} — {1,2} and {1,2} — {1}{2},
which are both non-zero as soon as the EFC is non-degenerated. Hence,

Projp, (p)(-) & {01,(-); 60, ()}

Hence, when we have both coalescence and fragmentation p & {41, 00}
The I, (-) being finite states Markov chains, it is well known that they
converge in distribution to p(™), independently of the initial state. By defini-
tion of the distribution of II this implies that II(-) converges in distribution
to p.
O

Although we cannot give an explicit expression for p in terms of ¢, Vcoag,
ce and vpgs, we now relate certain properties of p to these parameters. In
particular we will ask ourselves the following two natural questions:

e under what conditions does p charge only partitions with an infinite
number of blocks, resp. a finite number of blocks, resp. both 7

e under what conditions does p charge partitions with dust (i.e., parti-
tions such that ), || B;|| < 1 where || B;|| is the asymptotic frequency
of block B;) 7

The proofs of the results in the remaining of this section are placed in
section 6.
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4.1 Number of blocks

We will say that an EFC process fragmentates quickly if ce > 0 or vps(S l) =
co. If it is not the case (i.e., cc = 0 and vp;u(St) < o) we say that it
fragmentates slowly.

We first examine whether of not p charges partitions with a finite number
of blocks.

Theorem 9. 1. Let TI(-) be an EFC process that fragmentates quickly.
Then
p({m € P: #m < oo}) =0.

2. Let TI(-) be an EFC process that fragmentates slowly and such that
vpis({x € St i a1+ 29 < 1}) =0
(the fragmentation component is binary), then
ct >0=p{reP :#r<o0})=1

Thus for an EFC process with a binary fragmentation component, a
Kingman coalescence component and no erosion (i.e., ¢ > 0,ce = 0 and
vpis({z € St : &1 + x5 < 1}) = 0) we have the equivalence

p{reP :#r=x})=1< I/Disl(Sl) = 0
and when vp;(S) < oo then p({r € P : #m = 0o}) = 0.

4.2 Dust

For any fixed time ¢ the partition I1(¢) is exchangeable. Hence, by Kingman’s
theory of exchangeable partition, its law is a mixture of paintbox processes.
A direct consequence is that every block B;(t) of II(¢) is either a singleton
or an infinite block with strictly positive asymptotic frequency. Recall that
the asymptotic frequency of a block B;(t) is given by

1
|B;(t)|| = lim ECard{k <n:ke Bt)}

so part of Kingman’s result is that this limit exists almost surely for all
i simultaneously. The asymptotic frequency of a block corresponds to its
mass, thus singletons have zero mass, they form what we call dust. More
precisely, for m € P define the set

dust(m) = U B;.
J:11Bjl1=0
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When 7 is exchangeable we have almost surely
dust(m) = {i € N: 3j s.t. {i} = B;}

and

> lIBill + [l dust ()| = 1.

For fragmentation or EFC processes, dust can be created via two mech-
anisms: either from erosion (that’s the atoms that correspond to the erosion
measure c.e when ¢, > 0), or from sudden splitting which corresponds to
atoms associated to the measure to) where Vbisl is simply vp;q restricted
to {s € St : 3.5, < 1}. Conversely, in the coalescence context mass can
condensate out of dust, thus giving an entrance law in S, see Bq).

The following theorem states that when the coalescence is strong enough
in an EFC process, the equilibrium measure does not charge partitions
with dust. We say that an EFC process coalesces quickly (resp. slowly)
if [o (32; i) Veoag(dz) = oo or ¢ > 0 (vesp. [g) (3, i) Vooag(dx) < 00
and ¢ = 0).

Theorem 10. Let (II(t),t > 0) be an EFC process that coalesces quickly
and p its invariant probability measure. Then

p({m € P : dust(m) # ¢}) = 0.

In case of no fragmentation, this follows from Proposition 30 in [2J].

4.3 Equilibrium measure for the ranked mass EFC process

For p the equilibrium measure of some EFC process with characteristics
VDisly VCoag» Ce and ¢y, let 0 be the image of p by the map P +— Stinr— A(m).

Proposition 11. Let X be a ranked-mass EFC process with characteristics
VDisly VCoag» Ce @nd ci. Then 8 is its unique invariant probability measure.

Proof. As for each fixed t one has
P,(ATI(1) € A) = p({x : A(r) € A}) = 6(A)

it is clear that 6 is an invariant probability measure.

Suppose that 6 is an invariant measure for X and fix ¢ > 0. Hence if
X (0) has distribution € so does X (¢) = A(II(¢)). As II(t) is exchangeable it
is known by Kingman’s theory of exchangeable partitions that II(¢) has law
g (+) the mixture of paintbox processes directed by 6. This implies that ug(-)
is invariant for II and hence pg(-) = p(-) and thus 6 is the unique invariant
measure for X. O
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5 Path properties

5.1 Number of blocks along the path.

One of the problem tackled by Pitman [R0] and Schweinsberg [4, Rd] about
coalescent processes is whether or not they come down from infinity. Let
us first recall some of their results. By definition if II¢(-) is a standard
coalescent TI¢(0) = 0 and thus #I1¢(0) = co. We say that II¢ comes down
from infinity if #I1¢(t) < co a.s. for all t > 0. We say it stays infinite if
#TI¢(t) = oo a.s. for all t > 0.

Define Ay := {z € S' : 3i € Ns.t. 2221 xzj = 1}. We know by
Lemma 31 in [24], which is a generalization of Proposition 23 in [R(], that
if Vcoag(Af) = 0 the coalescent either stays infinite or comes down from
infinity.

For b > 2 let Ay denote the total rate of all collisions when the coalescent
has b blocks b 1
M= b, (PQ0.8) + 1)

Let ~, be the total rate at which the number of blocks is decreasing when
the coalescent has b blocks,

b(b— 1)
2

+ ) (b= K)o, ({7 s #mp = k}).
k=1

b = Ck

If Veoag(Af) = 00 or Y2, 717_1 < 00, then the coalescent comes down
from infinity. The converse is not always true but holds for instance for
the important case of the A-coalescents (i.e., those for which many frag-
ments can merge into a single block, but only one such merger can occur
simultaneously).

This type of properties concerns the paths of the processes, and it seems
that they bear no simple relations with properties of the equilibrium mea-
sure. For instance the equilibrium measure of a coalescent that stays infinite
is 01(-) and therefore only charges partitions with one block, but its path
lays entirely in the subspace of P of partitions with an infinite number of
blocks.

Let II(-) be an EFC process. Define the sets

G:={t>0:#II(t) = oo}
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and

Vk €N, G, = {t > 0: #I0I() > k}.

Clearly every arrival time ¢ of an atom of Pg such that 7()(t) € A fisin
G° the complementary of G. In the same way an arrival time ¢ of an atom
of P such that 7()(t) € SN\A; and By)(t—) (the fragmented block)
is infinite immediately before the fragmentation, must be in G. Hence, if
yDisl(Sl\Af) = 00 and Vcoag(Af) = 00, then both G and G are everywhere
dense, and this independently of the starting point which may be 1 or 0.
The following proposition shows that when the fragmentation rate is in-
finite, G is everywhere dense. Recall the notation II(t) = (B1(t), Ba, (), ...).

Theorem 12. Let II be an EFC process that fragmentates quickly. Then,
a.s. G is everywhere dense.

As G = NGy, we only need to show that a.s. for each k € N the set Gy,
is everywhere dense and open to conclude with Baire theorem. The proof
relies on two lemmas.

Lemma 13. Let Il be an EFC process that fragmentates quickly started from
1. Then, a.s. for all k € N

inf{t > 0: #I(t) > k} = 0.

Proof. Fix k € N and € > 0, we are going to show that there exists t € [0, ¢[
such that
IneN: #H‘[n](t) > k.

Recall the notation B(i,t) for the block of II(¢) that contains i. As
vpisi(St) = 00 (or ¢, > 0) it is clear that almost surely In; € N : 3ty € [0, €[
such that Iy, (t1—) = 1jj,,) and #; is a fragmentation time such that
() (t1) contains at least two blocks, say B(i1,t1)N[n1] and B(iz,t1)N[n1],
of which at least one is not a singleton and is thus in fact infinite when seen
in N. The time of coalescence of i; and iy (i.e., the first time at which they
are in the same block again is exponentially distributed with parameter

/si (Z T2V Coag(d) + €1, < 0.

i
Hence if we define

; . II@)
Ti17i2(t1) =inf{t >t; :i1 ~ i}
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then almost surely we can find no > n; large enough such that the first
time ¢ of fragmentation of B(i1,t1) N [ng] or B(ia,t1) N[ne] is smaller than
Ti1io(t1) (i-e., i1 and iy have not coalesced yet) and t3 is a fragmentation
time at which B(i1,t2—) N [na] or B(iz, ta—) N [ng] is split into two blocks.
Hence at t3 there are at least 3 non-empty blocks in Iy, (t2), and at least
one of them is not a singleton. By iteration, almost surely, Iny : 3t € [0, €]
such that t; is a fragmentation time and

#j ) (k) = k-
0

Lemma 14. Let II be an EFC process that fragmentates quickly. Then, a.s.
G}, is everywhere dense and open for each k € N.

Proof. Fix k € N, call T'y, = {tgk) < tgk) < ...} the collection of atom times
of Px such that a coalescence occurs on the k& + 1 first blocks if there are
more than k£ + 1 blocks, i.e.,

() ¢ Q(0,k + 1)

(recall that Q(0,k + 1) = {7 € P : M4y = Opy1}). Suppose t € Gy,
then by construction inf{s >t : s € G{,} € I';, (because one must at least
coalesce the first k 4+ 1 distinct blocks present at time ¢ before having less
than k blocks. As the tgk) are stopping times, the strong Markov property

and the first lemma imply that G}, C I';. Hence G}, is a dense open subset
of R+. O

We can apply Baire’s theorem to conclude that N;Gr = G is almost
surely everywhere dense in R+.

As a corollary, we see that when the coalescence is “mostly” Kingman
(i-e., cr > 0,V¢0a9(S') < 00) and the process fragmentates quickly (c, > 0
or vpsi(St) = 00), then we have that the set of times G€ is exactly the set
of atom times for Pc such that 7()(-) € A;. Define Ay(k) := {z € Ay :

Zlf xTr; = 1}.
Corollary 15. Consider an EFC process that fragmentates quickly. When
ck > 0 and vopeg(S') < oo one has

G ={t: 7 (t) e A} (3)
and for allm > 2

GS = {t: 7 O(t) e Ap(n—1)}. (4)
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Proof. As G¢ = UG, it suffices to show (f]) for some n € N.

Recall from the proof of Lemma [[4 that G§ C Ty, = {tgk), tgk), ..} the set
of coalescence times at which 7(9)(t) & Q(0,k + 1).

Now fix n € N and consider simultaneously the sequence (tgk))ieN and
(t§k+n))ieN. It is clear that for each ¢ € N,3j € N such that

tz(k) _ yktn)

J

because 7 (t) ¢ Q(0,k + 1) = 79 (t) € Q(0,k + n + 1). Furthermore the

541 have no other accumulation points than oo, thus there exists r§k+n) <

tgk) and n; < oo such that for all s €]r§k+n),t§k)[: #1111 (s) > k +n. Hence,

a necessary condition to have #IIj,) (tgk)) < k is that tgk) is a multiple
(k)

collision time, and more precisely ¢;"/ must be a collision time such that
#77|([Ck)+n} (tgk)) < k. Hence
c k c k
Gyt st #alt) @) <k}

As this is true for each n almost surely, the conclusion follows. O

As recently noted by Lambert [[§], there is an interpretation of some
EFC processes in terms of population dynamics. More precisely if we con-
sider an EFC process (II(t),¢ > 0) such that vp;u(S') < co and

VDisl(Sl\Af) =0
ce =0
I/Coag(Sl) =0
cp >0

(H)

then, if at all time all the blocks of II(¢) are infinite we can see the number of
blocks (Z(t) = #I1(t),t > 0) as the size of a population where each individu-
als gives rise (without dying) to a progeny of size ¢ with rate vp;s(Af(i+1))
and there is a negative density-dependence due to competition pressure.
This is reflected by the Kingman coalescence phenomena which results in
a quadratic death rate term. The natural death rate is set to 0, i.e., there
is no linear component in the death rate. In this context, an EFC process
that comes down from infinity corresponds to a population started with a
very large size. Lambert has shown that a sufficient condition to be able to
define what he terms a logistic branching process started from infinity is

(L) Zpklogk:<oo
k
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where pg = vpra(Af(k + 1)),
More precisely, this means that if P, is the law of the N-valued Markov
chain (Y (t),t > 0) started from Y (0) = n with transition rates

Vie N i — i+ j with rate ip; for all j € N
i — i — 1 with rate c;i(i —1)/2 when ¢ > 1.’

then P, converge weakly to a law P, which is the law of a N U oco-valued
Markov process (Z(t),t > 0) started from oo, with same transition semi-
group on N as Y and whose entrance law can be exhibited. Moreover, if we
call 7 =inf{t > 0: Z(t) = 1} we have that E(7) < occ.

As #I1I(-) has the same transition rates as Y'(-) and the entrance law
from oo is unique, these processes have the same law. Hence the following
is a simple corollary of Lambert’s result.

Proposition 16. Let II be an EFC process started from dust (i.e., II(0) = 0)
and verifying the conditions (H) and (L). Then one has

Vit >0, #I1(t) < 0o a.s.

Proof. If T = inf{t : #II(t) < oo}, Lambert’s result implies that E(T) < oo
and hence T is almost surely finite. A simple application of Proposition 23
in (] and Lemma 31 in [23] shows that if there exists ¢ < oo such that
#I1(t) < oo then inf{t : #II(t) < co} = 0. To conclude, it is not hard to
see that if II(0) = 1 then inf{t > 0 : #II(¢) = oo} = oo. This entails that
when an EFC process verifying (H) and (L) reaches a finite level it cannot
go back to infinity. As inf{t : #II(¢) < oo} = 0, this means that

Vit > 0, #I1(t) < 0.
O

Remark : Let II(-) = (Bi(:), Ba(-),...) be a “(H)-(L)” EFC process
started from dust, II(0) = 0. Then for all ¢ > 0 one has a.s. ), | B;(t)|| = 1.
This is clear because at all time ¢ > 0 there are only a finite number of
blocks.

If we drop the hypothesis vp;(St) < oo (i.e., we drop (L) and we suppose
vpisi(S') = 0), the process II stays infinite (Corollary [[§). We now show
that nevertheless, for a fixed ¢, almost surely ||By(t)|| > 0. We define by
induction a sequence of integers (n;);en as follows: we fix ny = 1,43 = 0
and for each ¢ > 1 we chose n; such that there exists a time ¢; < ¢ such
that ¢; is a coalescence time at which the block 1 coalesces with the block
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n; and such that n; > w,, ,(t;i—1) where wy(t) is the least element of the
kth block at time ¢. This last condition ensures that (wy,(¢;)) is a strictly
increasing sequence because one always has w,(t) > n. The existence of
such a construction is assured by the condition ¢; > 0. Hence at time ¢ one
knows that for each i there has been a coalescence between 1 and wy, (t;).
Consider (HgF)(s),s € [0,¢]) a coupled fragmentation process defined as
follows: H,gF) (0) has only one block which is not a singleton which is

BE(0) = {1, wny (t2), wny (£3), ..oo.}-

The fragmentations are given by the same PPP Pp used to construct IT (and
hence the processes are coupled). It should be clear that if wy,, (¢;) is in the
same block with 1 for TI¥)(¢) the same is true for II(¢) because it means
that no dislocation separates 1 from wy,, (t;) during [0,¢] for II#) and hence
1(2)
1~ wy,(t;).
Using this fact and standard properties of homogeneous fragmentations one

has a.s. -
1B (1)) > 1B (1)]| > 0.

Hence for all ¢ > 0 one has P({1} C dust(II(¢))) = 0 and hence
P(dust(TI(t)) # ¢) = 0. Otherwise said, when vp;y(St) = oo the frag-
mentation part does not let a “(H)” EFC process come down from infinity,
but it let the dust condensates into mass. Note that “binary-binary”? EFC
processes are a particular case. The question of the case vp;s(S l) < 0o but
(L) is not true remains open.

5.2 Missing mass trajectory

This last remark prompts us to study more generally the behavior of the
process of the missing mass

D(t) = [|dust(#)[| =1 — Z 1Bi(t)]l-

In [2q] it was shown (Proposition 26) that for a pure A-coalescence
started from O (i.e., such that voeee({z € St:zy >0}) =0)
§(t) == —log(D(?))

has the following behavior:

%ie., ce = 0,vpisi({z : 1 + 22 < 1} = 0,V¢0a9g = 0 and ¢ > 0.
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e cither the coalescence is quick (¢ > 0 or [¢ (37, i)V Coag(dz) = 00)
and then D(t) almost surely jumps from 1 to 0 immediately (i.e.,
D(t) =0 for all t > 0,)

e cither the coalescence is slow (¢, = 0 and || 51 (O Ti)VCoag(dx) < 00)
and one has that £(t) is a drift-free subordinator whose Lévy measure
is the image of v(¢peq(dx) via the map x — —log(1 — z1).

In the following we make the following hypothesis about the EFC process
we consider

ce =0

(H") fsi(Z@- T4)V Coag(d) < 00
uDisl({x e St Zz x; < 1} =0

The last assumption means that sudden dislocations do not create dust.

Before going any further we should also remark that without loss of
generality we can slightly modify the PPP construction given in Proposition
H: We now suppose that P is the sum of two point processes Pp = Pp;g+P.
where Ppjq has measure intensity p,,,, ® # and P, has measure intensity
ce @ #. If t is an atom time for Pp;g one obtains I1(¢) from II(¢—) as before,
if P, has an atom at time ¢, say (¢,k(t)), then II(¢—) is left unchanged
except for k(t) which becomes a singleton if this was not already the case.
Furthermore, if ¢ is an atom time for Po we will coalesce B;(t—) and B;(t—)
at time ¢ if and only if w;(t—) and w;(t—) (i.e., the least elements of B;(t—)
and Bj(t—) respectively) are in the same block of 7(©)(¢). This is equivalent
to say that from the point of view of coalescence the labelling of the block
is the following: if 7 is not the least element of its block B; is empty, and if
it is the least element of its block then B; is this block. To check this, one
can for instance verify that the transition rates of the restrictions IIj,(-)
are left unchanged.

Proposition 17. Let I be an EFC process verifying (H’). Then & is solution
of the SDE
de(t) = do(t) — co(ef® — 1)dt

where o is a drift-free subordinator whose Lévy measure is the image of
VCoag(dx) via the map x — —log(1 — 3 . x;).

The case when ¢, = 0 is essentially a simple extension of Proposition 26
in [2(] which can be shown with the same arguments. More precisely, we
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use a coupling argument. If we call (II(©)(¢),t > 0) the coalescence process
started from II(0) and constructed with the PPP Pg, we claim that for all ¢

dust(IT()) = dust(I1) (¢)).
This is clear by remarking that for a given i if we define
T = inf{t > 0: i ¢ dust(II) (1))}

we have that Ti(c) is necessarily a collision time which involves {i} and the
new labelling convention implies that

T = inf{t > 0:i & dust(II(t))}.

Furthermore, given a time ¢, if i ¢ dust(IL(¢)) then Vs > 0 : ¢ ¢ dust(II(¢t +
5)). Hence for all ¢ > 0 one has dust(II(¢)) = dust(IT{°)(¢)) and thus Propo-
sition 26 of [R(] applies.

We now concentrate on the case ¢, > 0. Define

Dy (#) 1= - #{dust(T1(1)) 1 o]}

Note that dust(II(t))N[n] can be strictly included in the set of the singletons
of the partition IIj,,)(t). Remark that the process D,, is a Markov chain with
state-space {0,1/n,...,(n — 1)/n,1}. We already know that D is a cadlag
process and that almost surely, for all t > 0 one has D, (t) — D(t).

First we show that

Lemma 18. With the above notations D,, = D.

Proof. One only has to show that the sequence D,, is tight because we have
convergence of the finite dimensional marginal laws (see for instance [[3,
V1.3.20]).

The idea is to use Aldous’ tightness criterion ([[[§, VI.4.5]). The processes
D,, are bounded by 0 and 1 and hence the first condition is trivial. We have
to check that Ve > 0

lim lim sup sup P(|Dy(T) — Dn(S)| >€) =0
ONO  n S TEeT;S<T<S+0

where 73} is the set of all stopping times in the natural filtration of D,
bounded by V.
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First remark that
sup P(IDa(T) - Da(S)| > )
STETR.S<T<5+6
< sup P(sup|D,(S +t) — D,(S)| > ¢)
SeTr 1<

hence we will work on the right hand term.

Fix S € 7}}. First we wish to control P(sup;<¢(Dp (S +1t) —Dy(S)) > e).
Remark that the times ¢ at which A(Dy(t)) = Dp(t) — Dy(t—) > 0 all are
atom times of Pr such that 7(5)(t) = ¢; for some i < n (recall that €; is the
partition of N that consists in two blocks: {i} and N\{i}). Hence, clearly,

1
P(Sup(Dn(S + t) - Dn(S)) > 6) < P(E Z H{W(F)(s):q,i:L...,n} = 6)'

t<b s€[S,5+6]
The process
n
<Z Z ]]-{F(F)(S):ei}>0>0
i=1 s€[S,5+6] =

is a sum of n independent standard Poisson processes with intensity ce,
hence for each n > 0 and € > 0 there exists fy and ng such that for each
0 < 0y and n > ng one has

1 n 1 n
P D Wy > =P D Latigeey >0 <1
i=1 s€[S,5+0] i=1 5€[0,0+0]

where the first equality is just the strong Markov property in S. Hence, the
bound is uniform in S and one has that for each 8 < 8y and n > ng

sup P(sup(D,(S +t) — D,(5)) >¢€) <n.
SeTp  1<h

Let us now take care of P(sup;<y(Dp(S)— Dp(S+1)) > €). We begin by
g (©)

defining a coupled coalescence process as follows: we let I (0) = 0, and
the path of ch)(-) corresponds to Po. More precisely, if Po has an atom at

time S + t, say 7(©)(S +t), we coalesce ch) (t—) by 7€) (S +t) (using our

new labelling convention). For each n we define
duste®2 (S, ) := dust(TT () N [n]
and

1
Due(8, ) 1= St dusty™5(S, ).
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We claim that for each t > 0
{i<n:Vsel[S,S+t]iecdust,(s)} C dust;>*(S,1).

Indeed suppose j € {i < n:Vs € [S,5+t] i € dust,(s)}, then for each
7(C)(S + r) with r < t one has j € dust(7(“)(S + 7)) and hence j has not
yet coalesced for the process ch)(-). On the other hand, if there exists a
coalescence time S + r such that j € dust, (S + r—) and j & dust, (S + r)
then it is clear that j also coalesces at time S + r for Hévc)(.) and hence

J & dust’®8 (S, r). Thus we have that
1
D,(S) — E{Z <n:Vsel[S,S+t]iedust,(s)} <1— D 2*(S,t).

Now remark that

{i<n:Vsel[S,S+1t]iedust,(s)} C dust,(S+1)

and thus
1
D,(S)—Dnp(S+1t) < Dp(S)— E{z <n:Vse[S,S5+1t]iecdust,(s)}
1
< Dy(5) — E{Z <n:VYse[S,S+0]iecdust,(s)}
< 1—D;*%%(S,0)

(for the second inequality remark that {i < n:Vs € [S,S +t] i € dust,(s)}
is decreasing). We can now apply the strong Markov property for the PPP
Po at time S and we see that

P(1— D%(S,0) > ¢) = P(1—D®%(0,0) > ¢)
= P(—log (D®*(0,0)) > —log(1 — ).

Define
En(t) := —log(D;%8(0,1)).

We know that almost surely, for all ¢ > 0 one has &,(t) — &£(t) where £(t)
is a subordinator whose Lévy measure is given by the image of v¢yeq by the
map z — —log(l — ), x;). Hence, P({,(0) > —log(l —¢€)) — P(£(0) >
—log(1 — €)) when n — oo. Thus, for any 7 > 0 there exists a 6; such that
is < 61 one has limsup,, P(&,(0) > —log(1 — ¢) < n. This bound being
uniform in S, the conditions for applying Aldous’ criterion are fulfilled. [
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It is not hard to see that D,,(-), which takes its values in {0,1/n,2/n,...,n/n},

is a Markov chain with the following transition rates:
e if £ < n it jumps from k/n to (k + 1)/n with rate c.n(l — k/n),

e if £ > 0 it jumps from k/n to r/n for any r in 0,....,k with rate
. 01 2"(1 — x)*"(dx) where U is the image of vcpeg by the map
St 0,1] : 2z — (1 — lel)

Hence, if A, is the generator of the semi-group of D,, one necessarily has
for any f continuous

Mgy = HEEDEIZIE 1 ) )

k

=S (=) /m) = FOb/m)CE /0 2 (1 — 2)*Ti(da).

r=1

We wish to define the A,, so they will have a common domain, hence
we will let A,, be the set of pairs of functions f, g such that f : [0,1] —
R is continuously differentiable on [0,1] and f(D,(t)) — fgg(Dn(s))ds is
a martingale. Note that continuously differentiable functions on [0,1] are
dense in C([0, 1]) the space of continuous functions on [0, 1] for the Lo, norm.

Hence A,, is multivalued because for each function f, any function g such
that g(k/n) is given by (H)will work. In the following we focus on the only
such g, which is linear on each [k/n, (k + 1)/n].

We know that D,, = D in the space of cadlag functions and that D, is
solution of the martingale problem associated to A,. Define

1
Af() = /(@)1 - 2)ce + /0 ((8) — f(2))7(d6).

In the following || f|| = sup,cp 1 [f(@)]-

Lemma 19. One has
lim |g, — Af|| = 0.
n—oo

Proof. We decompose g, into g, = 97(7,1) + gg) where both g,(}) and g,(f) are

linear on each [k/n, (k + 1)/n] and

o8 /) = LI I 1 = )
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while

k

1
gD (k/n) =Y (f((k—r)/n) - f(k‘/n))C};/O 6"(1— )" i(db).

r=1

One has that f((kﬂ)é%_f(k/n) — f'(z) when n — oo and k/n — =x.

Hence, as f’ is continuous on [0, 1], one has that

gD (z) — f'(x)ce(1 — )| — 0.

Let us now turn to the convergence of g, (2). For a fixed = and a fixed 6
one has that

[n]

> _(f(r/n) = f([na]/n))Cp,p0" (1 = )" — f(b) — f(2)

r=1

when n — oo because C7 6"(1 — g)lnel—r = P(Bjpa),p = 1) where By 6 is

[na]
a [nx], 8-binomial variable. We need this convergence to be uniform in z.
We proceed in two steps: first it is clear that

lim sup(f () — f([na]/n)) = 0.

noox

For the second part fix € > 0. There exists n > 0 such that Vz,y € [0,1]

one has [z —y] < 1 = |f(x) — f(y)] < e.
Next it is clear that there is a ng € N such that ¥n > ng and Vz € [n, 1]
one has

P(Bppa 0 € [[n@](0 — n), [na](6 + n)])
= P(Bpuy, € [[nn](6 —n), [nn](6 + n)])
> 1—e

Hence, for n > ng and = > 0

[nz]

J(r/n)C 07 (1 — )=

r=1
>(1—¢€ inf r/n
= )TE[[M}(9*77)7[M}(9+77)]f( /n)
. [na]
> (1— f —0
> (1—¢) L. f( - )
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and

[na]

ST F /O - f)r

r=1
< s fa/m+dd]
r€[[nz](6—n),[nz](6+n)]
nx
< s gy sy,

07Elb—n,0+1]
Hence, for any € > 0, by choosing € and 7 small enough, one can ensure

that there exists a ny such that for all n > ny one has

[nx]

f(0x) — Z f(?“/n)CE;m]HT(l _ 9)[nm]—r

r=1

sup <é€.

z€[n,1]

For x < n remark that

[na]

f(0) = f(r/n)Cly0" (1 = 0)l =

r=1

< |f(0x) — f(O)] + [f(0) — Z Fr/n)Cl 0 (1 — g)lnal-r|

r=1

[na] l

We can bound ZL";% f(r/n)C[rm]H"(l — 0)[*1=" a5 follows:

[n]

< > flr/n)Cp 07 (1 — o)l
r=1
< P(Bpajp < [nn] + 1)Sgp f(8) + I fIIP(Bpnayo = [nn] +1).
ey

Hence one has that

lim sup
no oz

[na]
(Z( Fr/n)CF 07 (1 — )= — f(Hx)) = 0.

r=1

Finally we conclude that

sup — 0

xT

[na
[Z(f(?“/n) = [([nz]/n))Cp 0" (1 — 9)["””“] - [f(%) - f(fv)]

r=1

30



We can then apply the dominated convergence theorem and we get

sup
xr

(Q)x—l z)— f(z)|v — 0.
0@ (x) /O[fw) £(@) #(d0)| — 0

Hence, one has Hg,(f) — ¢@|| — 0 where ¢®(z) = fol f(0zx) — f(z)v(dh).
O

One can now use Lemma 5.1 in [[[J] to see that D must be solution of the
Martingale Problem associated to A. Hence one can use Theorem I11.2.26
in [IH] to see that D is solution of

dD(t) = (1 — D(t))dt + /l D(=)(0 — 1)p(dt, do)
0

where p(dt,df) is the counting measure for the PPP (t,1 — > . x;) with
measure intensity .

Recall that {(t) = —log(D(t)). By taking f = g o —log where g is such
that f € D(A), and using standard results (see [[[4]) one has that ¢ is solution
of the martingale problem associated to the generator

Hyle) = ~e(e" = D @) + [ (oto ~ Tog) - gl @0).
Hence it is easily seen that £ is solution of the SDE
de(t) = do(t) — ce(ef® —1)dt
where o is a drift-free subordinator whose Lévy measure is the image of U
by x — —logx.
6 Proofs

6.1 Proof of Proposition g

The compatibility of the chains II|[,,; can be expressed in terms of transition
rates as follows: For m < n € N and 7,7’ € P,, one has

G (70| 3 7)) = > gn(m, 7).

1 ) P
T PR (1) =T 1m)

Consider © € P, such that = = (B, Ba, ..., B, 9, ...) has m < n non-
empty blocks. Call w; = inf{k € B;} the least element of B; and o a
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permutation of [n] that maps every i < m on w;. Let 7’ be an element of
Pon, then the restriction of the partition o(Coag(m,7’)) to [m] is given by:
fori,7 <m

; U(Coazgﬂ,w ))j PN O'(Z) Coaggr,ﬂ ) 0_(])

& Jkl:0(i) € By,o(j) € BLk X1
e il
and hence
o(Coag(m, ")) pm) = 7. (6)
By definition C, (7, n') is the rate at which the process o(IIjj,)(-)) jumps
from o(m) to o(Coag(m,n")). Hence, by exchangeability
Cn(m, ") = qn(o(m),0(Coag(m,'))).
/

Remark that o()|m) = Om. Hence if 7" is a coalescence of o(7) it is

completely determined by ﬂﬁm]. Thus, for all ” € P, such that ﬂﬁm] =

o(Coag(m,7"))|m) and 7" # o(Coag(m, ")) one has

qn(o(m),7") = 0. (7)
For each 7 € P, define

Qn(m,m) = {n" € Py : T|m] = W\/[m}}
(for 7 € P we will also need Q(m,m) := {n' € P : mpp, = ﬂ‘l[m}}). Clearly,
(@) yields
qn(o(m),0(Coag(m, ")) = Z qn(o(m), ")
7" E€Qn(o(Coag(m,m')),m)

because there is only one non-zero term in the right hand-side sum. Finally
recall (f]) and use the compatibility relation to have

Co(m,7') = qu(o(n),o(Coag(m, "))
= > an(o(m),7")
7" €Qn (o(Coag(m,m')),m)
= (0 (7)) 0 (Coag(m, 7)) m])
= ¢m(Om, 77/)
= Cn(0,, )
= Cp(r).
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Let us now take care of the fragmentation rates. The argument is es-
sentially the same as above. Suppose By = {ni,..,np,|}. Let o be a
permutation of [n] such that of all j < |By| one has o(j) = n;. Hence, in
o(m) the first block is [| By|]. The process o (IIj,(-)) jumps from o () to the
state o(Frag(m, 7', k)) with rate F,,(m, 7', k). Remark that for ¢,j < |By|

Frag(m,n' k)

T G e o) T o)
o Frag(m.' ) ”
e i7"
and hence
o(Frag(m, 7, k)) = Frag(o(n),o(x’),1). (8)

Thus by exchangeability F, (7, ', k) = F,(co(w),o(n’),1), and it is straight-
forward to see that by compatibility that

Fn(O'(T('),O'(Tr/), 1) - F\Bk\(l\BkMU(ﬂ'/)? 1) = F|Bk\(0'(77,))'

The invariance of the rates C,(0,,7’) and F,(1,,7’,1) by permuta-
tions of 7’ is also a direct consequence of exchangeability. In particular
Fip,|(o(7")) = Fip,|(7") and thus we conclude that Fy, (7, 7', k) = Fig, (7).

6.2 Proof of Theorem [

We first have to introduce a few notations: let B(i,t) denote the block that
contains ¢ at time ¢ and define

[} j\l(t) = S\B,(t) and Al(t) = ABi(t)7
® A(i,t) = Ap(igy and A(i,1) = Ap( -

In the following we will use repeatedly a coupling technique that can be
described as follows: Suppose II is an EFC process constructed with the
PPP Pr and Pg, we choose T a stopping time for II, at time T we create
a fragmentation process (IIF)(T 4 s),s > 0) started from IE)(T) = II(T)
and constructed with the PPP (Pp(T + s),s > 0). We call (B§F)(T +
s), BéF) (T +5),...) the blocks of TI'¥) (T + ) and S\Z(F) (T+s), AZ(F) (T'+s) the
corresponding limsup and liminf for the frequencies. The processes II(T + s)
and IT1(5) (T + s) are coupled. More precisely, remark that for instance

B{"(T' +5) C By(T +5),Vs > 0
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because if ¢ € B%F) (T'+ s) it means that there is no r € [T, T + s| such that
W(F)(T)
k(r)=1and 1 « i and hencei€ Bi(T + s).
For any exchangeable variable Il = (By, By, ...), and A C N independent
of IT one can easily see that almost surely for each i € N

#{k<n:ke B;nA}

lim sup = M| B
n—oo n
and k< ke B,NA
lim inf #iksn:k€BinA} = Al Bil|-

n—oo n

Hence, if we start a homogeneous fragmentation (IT)(T + s),s > 0) from
a partition that does not necessarily admit asymptotic frequencies, say
OEN(T) = (..., A, ....) (i.e., A is one of the block in II#)(0)), we still have
that if a designates the least element of A then almost surely

AE) (@, T 4 5) — Aa (9)

and
A (a, T+ 5) — Ay

when s\ 0.

To prove Theorem [, it suffices to prove the existence of the asymptotic
frequency of Bj(t) simultaneously for all ¢, the same demonstration then
apply to the B(i,t) for each i. As II(t) is an exchangeable process we
already know that ||Bi1(q)|| exists simultaneously for all ¢ € Q. For such ¢
we thus have that A\1(¢) = ) (g). Hence, it suffices to show that A;(t) and
A, (t) are both cadlag processes. In the following we write ¢ \\,t or ¢ /"t
to mean ¢ converges to ¢t in QQ from below (resp. from above).

The first step is to show that:

Lemma 20. Almost surely, the process (L(t),t > 0) defined by

Vi >0: L(t) := qh\{ltj\l(q) = qli\r{ltgl(q)

exists and is cadlag.

Proof. Using standard results (see for instance [B2, Theorem 62.13]), and
liecalling that A; and A; coincide on Q, one only need to show that ¢ —
A1(q) = A (¢) is a regularisable process, that is

lim Aj(q) = lim );(q) exist for every real t > 0,

g\t g\t
lim A\ = lim A\ exist for every real ¢t > 0.
S, 1(q) q//t_l(Q) y >
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Using [P2, Theorem 62.7], one only has to verify that whenever N € N
and a,b € Q with a < b, almost surely we have

sup{i(q) : ¢ € QT N[0, N]} = sup{A(g) : ¢ € QT N[0, N]} < o0

and
Un(A1;]a, b)) = Un(Aq;[a, b]) < oo

where Uy (A1;[a,b]) is the number of upcrossings of \; from a to b during
[0, N]. By definition sup{A1(q) : ¢ € Q* N[0, N]} < 1 and sup{);(q) : ¢ €
QT N[0,N]} < 1. Suppose that ¢ € Q is such that A;(g) > b. Then if we
define s = inf{r > 0 : A\j(¢ +r) < a} one can use the Markov property
and the coupling with a fragmentation (II!)(q + r),r > 0) started from
II(g), constructed with the PPP (Pr(q + r),r > 0) to see that s > 6 where
0 is given by 0 := inf{r > 0 : XgF)(t + 7) < a}. If one has a sequence
L1 < Ry < Ly < Ry, .... in Q such that A\ (L;) < a < b < A (R;), then one
has that for each i, R; — L; > 60; where (0;);en is an ii.d. sequence with
same distribution as §. Hence P(Uy()1;[a,b]) = o0) = 0. O

The next step is the following:

Lemma 21. Let T be a stopping time for 1I. Then one has

> (T <1

1€N
and A1 and )\, are right continuous at T

Proof. For the first point, suppose that >, \;(T) = 1+~ > 1. Then there
exists n € N such that Y,y Ai(T) > 1+ /2. Call w;(t) the least element
of B;(t). Let S be the random stopping time defined as the first time after T
such that S is a coalescence involving at least two of the wy (T') first blocks

S=inf{s>T: 7 (s) & Q0,wn(T))}.

Hence, between 7' and S, for each i@ < N one has that w;(T") is the least
element of its block. Applying the Markov property in T we have that S—T
is exponential with a finite parameter and is thus almost surely positive.
Define (II'")(T + s),s > 0) as the fragmentation process started from
II(T') and constructed from the PPP (Pr(T+s),s > 0). On the time interval
[T, S] one has that for each 4, the block of IT*) that contains w; is included
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in the block of IT that contains w; (because the last might have coalesced
with blocks whose least element is larger than wy (7).

Fix € > 0, using () and the above remark, one has that for each i < N
there exists a 6; > 0 such that for all ¢t € [T, T + 6;] one has

Mw;(T),t) > (1 — e)Mw;(T),T).
Thus, if 6 = min #; one has that

min Z)\ > (14+v/2)(1 —e).

s€[T, T+0)

Choosing € small enough yields a contradiction with the fact that almost
surely for all ¢ € Q one has ) A;(t) <1
Fix ¢ > 0, the first part of the lemma implies that there exists N, € N

such that B
dON(T) <e
i>Ne

Let (IT¥)(T + 5),5 > 0) be as above a fragmentation started from II(T') and
constructed with the PPP (Pp(T + s),s > 0). As we have remarked

(T +5) > M1+ 5) = A1) (10)
M (T +s) 2 AT +5) — AP(D) (11)

when s\ 0.
Now consider
S=inf{s > T: 7 (s) # On.}

the first coalescence time after 7' such that 7'("([0 (s) # On.. One has Vs €
[T, 5]

M) < 2@+ 3 A (T) + €
1> Ne
AT +s) < AP0+ Y T (T) +e.
1> Ne
Thus A (T + s) — A (T) and A\ (T + s) — A, (T) when s\ 0. O

To conclude the demonstration of the first point of Theorem [, remark
that as the map II(¢) — A;(t) is measurable in F3, the right-continuous usual
augmentation of the filtration, one has that for any € > 0

inf{t : |limsup A\ (t + s) — A\ ()] > €}
s\0

36



or
inf{t : \lim\i(r]lqu(t +5) — A (t)] > €}

are stopping times for II in F. The above lemma applies and hence this
stopping times are almost surely infinite. The same argument works for A;.
This shows that A; and A; are almost surely right-continuous processes. As
they coincide almost surely with L on the set of rationals, they coincide
everywhere and hence their paths are almost surely cadlag.

Before we can prove rigourously that X (¢) is a Feller process, as stated
in Theorem [, we have to pause for a moment to define a few notions related
to the laws of EFC processes conditioned on their starting point. By our
definition, an EFC process I is exchangeable. Nevertheless, if P is the law of
IT and P is the law of II conditionally on II(0) = 7, one has that as soon as
m # 0 or 1, the process II is not exchangeable under P, (because for instance
I1(0) is not exchangeable). The process II conditioned by II(0) = 7 (i.e.,
under the law Py) is called an EFC evolution. Clearly one can construct
every EFC evolution exactly as the EFC processes, or more precisely, given
the PPP’s Pr and Po one can then choose any initial state m and construct
the EFC evolution II, II1(0) = 7 with Pr and P¢ as usually. Let us first check
quickly that under P, we still have the existence of X (¢) simultaneously for
all ¢.

In the following we will say that a partition 7 € P is good if A(7) exists,
there are no finite blocks of cardinal greater than 1 and either dust(w) = ¢
or ||dust(7)|| > 0.

Lemma 22. For each w € P such that 7w is good, then Pr-a.s. the process
X(t) = A(IL(t)) exists for all t simultaneously and we call Q. its law.

Proof. Consider m = (B, Ba,...) a good partition. For each i € N such that
#B; = o0, let f; : N +— N be the only increasing map that send B; on N.
Let By = Uj.4B,<00B; and if By is infinite(which is the case whenever it is
not empty) set g : N+— N the unique increasing map that send By onto N.

Using the exchangeability properties attached to the PPP’s Pr and Pg
one can easily see that for each ¢ € N such that #B; = oo,

fi(TI(t) N B;)

and
g(IL(t) N Bo)

are EFC processes with initial state 1 for the first ones and 0 for the later.
Hence for each i one has that f;(II(¢) N B;) has asymptotic frequencies
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XO(t) == A(f;(TI(t) N B;)) simultancously for all . Thus it is not hard
to see from this that II(¢) N B; has asymptotic frequencies simultaneously
for all ¢, namely ||B;|| X (t).

Fix € > 0, there exists N, such that

1Boll + 3 1Bil = 1—e.
i<N¢

If we call TI(¢t) = (B1(t), Ba(t), ...) the blocks of TI(¢), we thus have that for
j € N fixed

Aj(t) < D IIB;(t) N By + e

i<Ne
and
A(t) = D 1Bt N By
i<Ne
Hence

supsup(\;(t) — (1)) < e.

>0 ieN
As e is arbitrary this shows that almost surely sup;so sup;ey(Xi(t) —A;(t)) =
0. We call @ the law of X (¢) under Py. O

Although EFC evolutions are not exchangeable, they do have a very
similar property:

Lemma 23. Let (II1(¢),t > 0) be an EFC evolution with law Py, (i.e.,
P(I1;(0) = m1) = 1) and with characteristics vpisi, VCoags Ck and ce. Then for
any bijective map o : N — N the process Ily(t) := (1 (II1(t)),t > 0) is an
EFC evolution with law Py-1(r,) and same characteristics.

Proof. Consider II;(t) = (Bfl)(t),Bél)(t),...) an EFC evolution with law
P, (i.e., started from 7) and constructed with the PPP’s Pr and Pc. Let
7y = o Y(m) and ([a(t),t > 0) = (¢~ 1(I1(¢)),t > 0). For each t > 0
and k € N call ¢(t,k) the label of the block o(B\"”(t—)) in II,(t—). By
construction, Ils(¢) is a P-valued process started from mo. When Pr has
an atom, say (k(t), 7)(t)) the block of IIy(t—) which fragments has the
label ¢(t,k(t)) and the fragmentation is done by taking the intersection
with o~ (x(F)(t)). Call Pp the point process of the images of the atoms of
Pr by the transformation

(8, k(0), 7 (2)) = (¢, 6(t k(2), 0~ (7 F)(1))).
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If ¢ is an atom time for Pg, say 7(©) (t), then II5 also coalesces at ¢, and if the
blocks 7 and j merge at ¢ in II; then the blocks ¢(¢,7) and ¢(¢,j) merge at
t for Ilo, hence the coalescence is made with the usual rule by the partition
=1 (t, 7(©)(t)). Call Po the point process image of Po by the transformation

(&, 7)) = (67 (7 1))).

We now show that Pz and Pp are PPP with the same measure intensity
as Po and Pp respectively. The idea is very close to the proof of Lemma
3.4 in [F]. Let us begin with Pp. Let A C P such that (., + cce)(A) < 0o
and define

NO) = #{u<t:o(xF(w) € A, k(u) = i}.
Then set
Na(t) :=#{u < t: (@) () € A, ¢(u, k(u)) = 1}.
By definition

ANA() = L=y AN (2).
i=1

The process N4 is increasing, cadlag and has jumps of size 1 because by
construction the NX) do not jump at the same time almost surely. Define

the counting processes NX) (t) by the following differential equation
AN () = Tgpi—1ydNY (2).

It is clear that 14 )—1} is adapted and left-continuous in (F3) the natural

filtration of II; and hence predictable. The Ng)(-) are i.i.d. Poisson process
with intensity (pup,, + ce€)(A) = (tp,, + ce€)(0 1 (A)) in (F;). Thus for
each i the process

. i t
MOE) = D)~ (o + cce)(A) /0 Loy du

t .
[ i@ = G + )

is a square-integrable martingale.
Define

oo} t )
Ma(t) =Y /O 1 ipuiy=13 (NG (1) = (fup, + cee)(A)u).
=1
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For all i # j , for all t > 0 one has 14 =13 L{g(,j)=13 = 0 and for all t > 0

one has Y %) Tygai)=1} = 1, the MX) are orthogonal (because they do not
share any jump-time) and hence the oblique bracket of M4 is given by

<My> (1) = §< /0 ﬂ{qs(u,z-):l}dwﬁ)(u)—<uymsl+cee><A>u>>
= luVDisl(A)t'

Hence M4 is a Lo martingale. This shows that N(t) is increasing cadlag
with jumps of size 1 and has (., +cc€)(A)t as compensator. We conclude
that N4(t) is a Poisson process of intensity (u,,,,+cc€)(A). Now take B C P
such that ANB = ¢ and consider N4 (t) and Np(t), clearly they do not share

any jump time because the NX) (t) and Ng) (t) don’t. Hence

PO(t) = {o(x P (w) s u < t,é(u, k(t)) = 1}

is a PPP with measure-intensity (u,,,,, + cc€). Now, by the same arguments
2
P(0) = {o(x (W) u < . o(u, k(1)) = 2}

is also a PPP with measure-intensity (4., + cce) independent of PIE}). By
iteration we see that Pp is a PPP with measure intensity (Hvpyy T Ce€) @ F.

Let us now treat the case of Po. The main idea is very similar since the
first step is to show that for n € N fixed and 7 € P such that mp,; # 0,, one
has that the counting process

Nep(t) = #{u < t 2 67 (w0, 7D (u)))) = 7))}

is a Poisson process with intensity (i1, + cxr)(Q(m,n)).
For each unordered collection of n distinct elements in N, say a =
ai,az, ..., an, let o4 be a permutation such that for each i < n, 0,(i) = a;.
For each a define

Nax(t) = #{u <t : (0a(m D ())))n) = ) }-

By exchangeability N, (t) is a Poisson process with measure intensity (,uVCOag

+epr) (Q(m,n)).

By construction

AN (t) = Y T ] Lioran=iydNax(t)-

a =1
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We see that we are in a very similar situation as before: the N, () are not
independent but at all time ¢ there is exactly one a such that [ ], Lig(t,ai)=i) =
1 and hence one can define orthogonal martingales M, () as we did for the
MX) (t) above and conclude in the same way that Ny ,(t) is a Poisson pro-
cess with measure intensity (e, + cx#)(Q(m,n)). If we now take ' € P
such that 7'("/[”] # T|jn) We have that Ny, (t) and Ny ,(t) are independent
because for each fixed a the processes given by the equation

dMa,ﬂ(t) = H ]1{¢>(t,ai):i}dNa,7r(t)
=1

and

n
dMaJr’ (t) = H ]l{qb(t,ai):i}dNa,w’ (t)
i=1
respectively does not have any common jumps. Hence Ny ,(t) and Ny (1)
are independent and thus we conclude that Po is a PPP with measure
intensity py,,, + Ckk-
Putting the pieces back together we see that Ils is an EFC evolution

with law Pr, and same characteristics as II;.
O

For each 7 € P such that A(7) = z exists, and for each k € N we define
nz (k) the label of the block of m which corresponds to z, i.e., [| By, )|l = z%-
In the case where two Bj’s have the same asymptotic frequency we use the
order of the least element, i.e., if there is ¢ such that x; = x;;1 one has
nr(i) < ny(i +1). The map ¢ — n,(i) being bijective, call m, its inverse.
Furthermore we define By = U, g,|=0Bi and zo = || Bo|| = 1 — > ;e 4. In
the following we will sometimes write 7 = (By, By, ...) and = = (x¢, z1, ...).

Let m = (By, Ba,...), 7 = (B}, B},..) € P be two good partitions. We
write A(m) = x = (21, 22,...) and A(n') = 2’ = (a, 2}, ...). Suppose further-
more that either zp = 0 and z{, = 0 or they are both strictly positive and
that

inf{k € N: 2, =0} = inf{k € N: 2}, = 0}.

Define o 5+ the unique bijection N — N that map every B, (; onto B;W(i)
such that if i, j € B,, ;) withi < j then o(i) < o(j). Note that this definition
implies that o (By) = B’(0). Furthermore we have 7’ = 0;7;,(77).

We will use the following technical lemma:
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Lemma 24. For w,n fized in P verifying the above set of hypothesis, let
II(t) = (B1(t), Ba(t),...) be an EFC evolution started from m with law Py,
then

o A(mNII(t)) exists almost surely for all t simultaneously where wNII(t)
is defined by i mg(t)j if and only if we have both i H@j and i X j.

° A(U;}T,(H(t) N 7)) also exists a.s. for all t > 0 and for each j, k € N
one has ,

T (k)

o, (Bj(£) N By)|| = :HBj(t) N Bl

M

o Ao L (TI(t))) exists a.s. ¥t > 0 and for each j

T,

/

Xz
mx(k
o By ()] = Y~ 2] B;(t) N Byl
kuO My k

Proof. For B C N call Fg the increasing map that send N onto B. Then by
construction for each k € N one has that Fg, (II(t)p,) is a P valued EFC
process started from 1 and Fg, (II(t)5,) is a P valued EFC process started
from 0. Hence, A(m N1I(¢)) exists (as well as the asymptotic frequencies of
the blocks of the form By(t) N By).

Now for the second point, for each j, k € N define

(n) = max{k < k € o0 (B5(6) N By},
Remark that as s;,(n) /" oo when n " oo one has

#{k <o, (sjx(n)) : k € B;(t) N By} B0 N By
#{k < 0,5 (sjr(n) : k € By} Tong(k)

Furthermore, by definition

#{k <n:k€oxm(Br)}=#{k <o, (s;r(n) : k€ By},
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Hence the following limit exists and

lim l#{k <n:ke O'ﬂ,w’(Bj(t) N Bk)}

n—oo N

1 (#{k <o (sik(n) sk € By(t) N By}
#{k <o (sjk(n)) : k € By}

n—oo N

#Ek<n:ke JmW/(Bk)}>

o IBmaB

ms (k) xmﬂ (k)

The same argument works when & = 0. For the last point it is enough to
remark that for each k

lorx (Be@) = | V20 oa (Bi(t) N Bi)|

= D llowm(Be(t) N Byl
1=0

The key lemma to prove the proposition is the following:

Lemma 25. Consider my,mo € P with the same hypothesis as in the above
lemma. Suppose furthermore that A(my) = A(m2). Then

le = Qﬂ'g'

Proof. We have m = (B%l),Bél), ...) and my = (B%Q),Bg), ...). Define z; :=
A(my) = (xgl),xgl),..) and zg 1= A(mg) = (x?),mg),..). To ease the nota-
tions, call ¢ = oy, &,. Note that we have my = o~ 1(m).

Lemma R3 implies that the law of o~ !(II;(¢)) is Py,. Lemma P4 yields

that for each k one has
1 1
vt > 0: A(o(B (1) = ABL (1))

and hence A(c~'(IIy(t)) = A(II1(t)). As the distributions of A(II;(¢)) and
A(o~1(I11(t)) are respectively Qr, and Q, one has

le = Qﬂ'g'
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A simple application of Dynkin’s criteria (see [[J]) concludes the demon-
stration of the “Markov” part of Proposition . For the “Fellerian” part,
for x € St, call (Q,(t),t > 0) the semi-group of X started from X (0) = .
As X is right-continuous we must only show that for ¢ fixed x — Q,(t) is
continuous.

Let (") — 2 when n — oo. The idea is to construct a sequence of random
variables X (") (t) each one with law Q,, (t) and such that X (t) — X (t)
almost surely and where X has law Q,(t).

Take m = (By, By, Ba,..) € P such that A(7) = x. For each n let m, be
a partition such that A(m,) = 2™ and call o, = O 3 Furthermore it
should be clear that we can choose pi,, such that for each k& < n one has

my, (k) = mz(k). Hence, one has that for each j > 0 : xﬁﬁi ()~ Tnall)

when n — oo because z(™ — .
As we have remarked, for each n the process X ™ (t) = A((0,,) " (I1(t)))
where II(-) = (B1(:), B2(+), ..) has law Py exists and has law Q) (t).
Using the Lemma P4 one has that

(n)

x

My, (k

lou(ByO) = >_ =8B, (t) N By
k>0 mr (k)

This entails that for each j one has a.s.
llon(B;(E)Il — [|B;(t)]l, when n — oo.
Hence Q,n) (t) — Q4 (%) in the sense of the convergence of finite dimensional
marginals.
6.3 Proof of Theorem P, part 1

Proof. We will prove that for each K € N one has p({m : #7 = K}) = 0.
Let us write the equilibrium equations for p(™(-), the invariant measure
of the Markov chain 1Ij,). For each 7w € P,

P Y gma) = > M@ gn(x" w)
' €Pp\{m} ' €Pn\{7}

where ¢, (7, 7’) is the rate at which I}, jumps from 7 to /. Fix K € N and
for each n > K, call A, g = {m € P, : #n < K} and D, i := Py \An K
where #7 is the number of non-empty blocks of 7.

3To be rigorous one should extend the definition of o x, to allow for the cases where
7 and 7, do not have the same number of blocks.
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Summing over A,, i yields

Yo @ | Y wlm)+ Y gu(m )

7"'eAn,K F/EAn’K\{ﬂ’} ﬂ'GDn’K
= ) S g7 )+ > P (g (n 7)
ﬂeAn,K W’leAnyK\{ﬂ'} WEDn’K
but as
DRARICN O
7l'EAn,K W’EAnyK\{T(}
— (n) (1 "
= > > A" gu(x", )
T€An Kk |7 €An K \{r}
one has
Z p(n)(ﬂ-) Z qn(ﬂ-’ﬂ-,) = Z Z p(n)(ﬂ'”)Qn(ﬂ'”aﬂ')
TEAL K mE€Dy, K T€An Kk | T€ED, K

That is, if we define ¢, (7,C) = > /co gn(m, ') for each C' C P,
Z p(n) (m)gqn (7, Dn, i) = Z P(n)(ﬂﬂ)Qn(W”7An,K)- (12)
71—eAn,K' 71—Hel)n,K
Therefore
> P (@) gn(m, Do) < Y " (@ )gu(x”, An k). (13)

7|'EAn,K\An,K—l 71'HEDn,K

Hence, all we need to prove that p({m € P : #m;, = K}) — 0 when
n — oo is to give an upper bound for the right hand-side of ([[J) which is
uniform in n and to show that

min  gu(r, D) — oo (14)

TE€An K \An, k-1 n—0oo
Let us begin with ([4). Define

P(q) :==ce(qg+ 1)+ /

Sl

(1 — Z $g+1)VDisl(d1')-

i
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This function was introduced by Bertoin in [, where it plays a crucial role as
the Laplace exponent of a subordinator; in particular, ® is a concave increas-
ing function. When k is an integer greater or equal than 2, ®(k — 1) is the
rate at which {[k]} splits, i.e., it is the arrival rate of atoms (7 (t), k(t), 1)
of Pp such that 7T|([2)(t) # 1y and k(t) = 1. More precisely c.k is the rate
of arrival of atoms that correspond to erosion and [q;(1 — 3, ¥ vpia(dr)
is the rate of arrival of dislocations. Hence, for m € P,, such that #r = K,
say m = (B1, Bo, ...., B, 9,0, ...), one has

n(m, Dpic) = > ®(Bi| 1)
i:|B;|>1

because it only takes a fragmentation that creates at least one new block to
enter Dy, .
First remark that

Z Ce|Bi| > ce(n — K + 1),
i:|B;|>1

next note that

— 1-— qurluisdx
q si( ;z )JVpisi(dz)

is also concave and increasing for the same reason that ® is and furthermore

/31(1 - Zﬁﬂi)l/msz(dm) > 0.

Hence, for every (B, ..., Bx) € P, one has the lower bound

Gn(m, Dug) = ) ®(Bi[-1) > / (1= & pia(d) +eo (n— K +1).
it Bi|>1 St i

As ®(z) — 00 & vpi(S') = 0o or ¢, > 0 one has

Tr—00

ce >0 or VDisl(Sl) =o00= lim min ¢u(m, Dy r) = occ.
n—o0 mH#rT=K

On the other hand it is clear that g, (7, A, k) only depends on #m and
K (by definition the precise state m and n play no role in this rate). By
compatibility it is easy to see that if w, 7" are such that #n’ > #m = K then

qn (777 An,K) 2 qn (77/7 An,K)-
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Hence, for all 7 € D,,  one has
Qn(777 An,K) S TK

where 7 = gn (7', Ap k) for all n and any 7’ € P, such that #n' = K + 1,
and hence 7x is a constant that only depends on K.

Therefore
i an(m Do) > M < 0 p(man( D)
= TEPn:#r=K TEPn:#r=K
< DY A"E" (", A k)
ﬂ-”eDn,K
< Tk Z p(n) (71'”)7
WIIEDn,K

where, on the second inequality, we used ([[J). Thus

P ({m € Pn: fm = K}) < TK/WGP{}E@&:K qn (7, D k).

This show that for each K € N, one has lim,,_, p(”)({w EPy:#m=K}) =
0 and thus p(#7m < 00) = 0. O

6.4 Proof of Theorem P, part 2
Proof. For each n € N we define the sequence (az(n))ieN by
al™ = p™ (A \Ani1) = p™M ({r € Py« #tm = i}).

We also note p := I/Disl(Sl) the total rate of fragmentation. The equation
(12) becomes for each K € [n]

Yo AUmNan(m Do) = Y A UE Nan(" Anr)  (15)

mHT=K €Dy K

because the fragmentation is binary. When #m = K one has ¢, (7, Dy, i) <
Kp, thus

dlKp > N A" N aa(n", A k)

7' E€Dn K
> > AT N an(r", An k)
! #a=K+1
> Y DK (K +1)/2
/i #a=K+1
> ol oK (K +1)/2. (16)
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Hence for all K € [n — 1]

ai'p > afd) on (K +1)/2

and thus

n

n—1
1=l < a1+ 3 (p/er)2 1))
i=1 i=1

We conclude that agn) is uniformly bounded from below by
(1432, (p/cr)?271 /i) 7L, On the other hand, as agn) < 1 one has

n n—1 ;
. (n) . (n) (2p/ck)’
lim g a; < lim g g

: , 21!
i>K i>K—1

IN
M1
L
—~~
)
)
~
()
Z

24!
i>K—1
s .
(2p/cr)’
= Z ST
i>K—1
when K — oo. Hence if we define a; := lim, oo agn) = p({r € P :

#m = i}) we have proved that the series ), a; is convergent and hence
limpg oo Y ;5 i @ = 0. This shows that p({m € P : #m = oco}) = 0.
O

6.5 Proof of Theorem

Proof. Define I,, := {m = (B1,B2,...) € P : By N[n] = {1}} (when no
confusion is possible we sometime use I, := {m € P, : By = {1}}) i.e., the
partitions of N such that the only element of their first block in [n] is {1}.
Our proof relies on the fact that

p({m € P:dust(m) #0}) >0=p({r € P:7men,Iy}) >0.
As above let us write down the equilibrium equations for I, (-) :
S M@an(m 1) = > pM (@ )gn(m, 1),
mE€PpNIp w'els

Recall that A, ; designates the set of partitions m € P,, such that #m <b
and Dy, , = P, \ Ay p. For each b remark that

i (I} = 4 T
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where 7/ can be any partition in P, such that 7’ € I, and #7' =b+ 1. We
can thus define

f(0) == _min {gn(m, [})}.

7T€D bﬂ n

If ¢, > 0and m € D, NI, one can exit from I, by a coalescence of the
Kingman type. This happens with rate greater than cpb. If ucoag(Sl) >0
one can also exit via a coalescence with multiple collision, and this happens
with rate greater than

C(b) = /Sl <Z o (1 . m“)) U Coag ).

This ¢(b) is the rate of arrival of atoms 7(%)(t) of Pz such that 7()(¢) & I,
and which do no correspond to a Kingman coalescence. Thus supycy () is
the rate of arrival of “non-Kingman” atoms 7(“)(t) of Pz such that 7()(t) ¢
I := Ny I,. This rate being [¢; (3, i) Vcoag(dx) and {(b) being an increasing

sequence one has
hm ¢(b / (Z CCZ> VCoag(dx).

Thus it is clear that, under the conditions of the proposition, f(b) — oo
when b — .

On the other hand, when 7 € IS, the rate g, (7, I,) is the speed at which
1 is isolated from all the other points, thus by compatibility it is not hard
to see that

4 = /S a- gjx%umsl(dm > gulm, 1)

where ¢ is the rate at which 1 is isolated from its first neighbor (the in-
equality comes from the inclusion of events).

Hence,
S M@y < > P (x)gn(n, I5)
WEInﬂDn’b 7"'elnml)n,b

= Z P(n)(ﬂl)Qn(ﬂ'?In)
w'els

< Z P(n)(ﬂl)(h
w'els

< @
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which yields
P (1,1 Diy) < 42/ (0).

Now as p is exchangeable one has p(INAp) = 0 where I =N, 1, and A, =
NnApp (exchangeable partitions who have dust have an infinite number of
singletons, and thus cannot have a finite number of blocks). Hence p(™ (I,, N
Anp) — 0.

Fix € > 0 arbitrarily small and choose b such that g2/ f(b) < €/2. Then
choose ng such that for all n > ng, p™ (I,, N Anp) < €/2. Hence

Vn > ng : p™ (1) = p™ (I, 0 App) + p™ (I, N Dyy) < €/2 + €/2.

Thus lim,, s p™ (I,) = 0 which entails p(B; = {1}) = 0. Now we use the
following fact:

o= (1) = [ (1= S 1B o)

to see that p(dust(m) # ¢) = 0. O
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