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FIU students talk with local and national press in 2014,
including on NBC’s TODAY and The Weather Channel. Journalists
across the globe continue to cover FIU’s work.
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Dr. Juliet Pinto (SJMC) speaks at a Miami Beach convention.
FIU Faculty collaborate with multiple municipalities to create
community projects about sea level rise in South Florida.

Digital Storytelling

South Florida Rising Seas Impact Trailer
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SIMC students and experts produced this documentary in 2015.
FIU Faculty and Staff also express sea level change through art
and music.

Dr. Robert E. Gutsche, Jr.

(School of Journalism and Mass Communication)

Jennifer Fu Jamie Rogers
(GIS Center)

WATCHING RISING
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Research

RECIPROCAL (AND REDUCTIONIST?)
NEWSWORK

An examination of youth involvement in
creating local participatory environmental

news

Robert E. Gutsche Jr., Susan Jacobson, Juliet Pinto, and
Charnele Michel

This poper builds ugon previous rese hat examines partidipatory s of “reciproc

ismm”™ and “public communication” lec hool and ge Stude: Migemy SA,
the foll of 2014. In this study, the stude ssessment of local and nat medio 92 IS usec
to reveal greater details inherent in & articipon thods of newswork. Collec

dents said that media coverage emp af and nal public officiols insteo e
ond communily memdbers who exper seg-level ris Hand, com 1 with ¢

explanation and solutions for S iS¢ reduc he evenrs ential o Sproc
relationships vath younger oudience

KEYWORDS vironmental journ ocal news; partdpator
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Introduction

In October 2014, 70 college journalism students from Florida International University
and high school students from MAST@FIU BBC a sdence-based magnet school, took to the
public streets of Miami Beach, Florida, USA, to measure the effects of local sea-level rise on
one of the days of the year marked with having the highest tides—King Tide Day. Armed
with water sensors that they had built to measure the salinity of water expected to flood
dty streets, the morning’s experience was one of "event journalism™—a blend of participa-
tory journalism and public relations—to bring attention to the region’s changing dimate.
As part of a project (eyesontherise.org) funded by the Online News Assodation’s 2014-
2015 Challenge Fund for Innovation in Journalism Education, the students had spent
weeks promoting a press conference and public environmental event to tell stories
about local environmental issues and to educate citizens about the potential involvement
of youth in examining rising seas. Overall, students had several goals: to inform journalists
about their efforts to examine local environmental issues through student-led sensor jour-
nalism (Wikipedia 2015) and to influence
educate audiences about the sdence behind sea-level rise, to introduce soluti to
combat its effects, and to empower citizens to become involved in a public

news coverage of the public event in order to

Joumnalism Practice, 2015
[{ Routhedge: http//dx.doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2015.1111159
[ ) T © 2015 Taylor & Francs

Research is at the center of
each sea level rise project.

Planning & Design
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future, designing model cities and spaces.

(Digital Collections)
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These and other FIU initiatives

1 have boomed in recent years and

add to a wealth of
information internationally

SJMC students are capturing

media, design, science, art, and
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policy from across FlU
to tell stories of sea level
research and action
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Everglades Digital Library: Reclaiming the Everglades

Students, Faculty, and Staff throughout FIU are planning for South Florida’s

Emily Devine Stephanie Albrecht
(SJMC Research Assistant)

(Journalism Major)

dPanther Digital Collections

dpanther.fiu.edu/dPanther/collections/SLR

Home Collections Full-Text About Contact
Home / collections / SLR

g ;"; T, A collection of publications, reports, and presentations from various
A @ academic institutions relating Sea Level Rise in particularly South Florida.

Title: "Flooding" Versus "Inundation”

Daniela Hernandez
(Journalism and Political Science Major)

Visit the sites below to see

how narratives will expand

FIU’s digital archives to be
used in future projects
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eyesontherise.org/curate
to follow the progress and
the growing collection of
sea level rise initiatives
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