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Androgyny Versus Patriarchy: A Historicist---Psychoanalytic Reading of Hemingway’s The 

Garden of Eden and Collins’s “The Woman in White” 

This paper will examine how male and female character interactions in Ernest 

Hemingway’s The Garden of Eden and Wilkie Collins’s The Woman in White expose the 

internalization, normalization, and perpetuation of current modes of patriarchy in terms of gender 

roles through their presentations of androgyny. This paper highlights the parallels of gender 

construction and the interaction within the social relations depicted in these two novels, which 

have not been compared previously. The premise, based on the psychoanalytic theories of 

Jacques Lacan and cultural materialism of Raymond Williams, is that fiction reflects historical 

and contemporary social relations. Lacanian and feminist interpretations have both been 

conducted on literature written by Collins and Hemingway; however, neither look at these 

particular novels as two examples for the same contemporary phenomenon of 21st century 

patriarchal interpellation. This paper most similarly follows the work of Slavoj Žižek who 

analyzes contemporary social relations through film (including classics such as Casablanca and 

works by Alfred Hitchcock) and other aspects of popular culture. This project’s contribution and 

uniqueness lie with the way it applies theory to these particular literary works, specifically 

concerning gender relations and the prevalence of androgyny in widely read works by well-

known authors in two very different literary and historical eras. My interpretation of these two 

novels provides an evaluation of historical and contemporary patriarchal norms and a radical 

potentiality for subverting the idea of static gender roles that has remained prevalent throughout 

the three centuries of these texts’ existence.  


