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_ ) Iiit_i‘(_)dilction
I spent my teenage years in ari-inner-ring.suburb,of,Philadelphia,' in a 1950’s era
“split-level home with a sizeable backyard and a two-car driveway. This paftic’ﬁlar

- situation, with some slight architectural variation, was the norm for that well-established

place, one of the older suburbs in thé:country. However, only a mile from that house was

~ an abandoned siaté'mental h’osﬁitﬁl. On‘ceVCOnsidere(_i- a new and exciting addition to fﬁe
_PepnsyIVahia inpatient mental héélth' syStcrﬁ, the: sfafe hospital eventually became
éilefcrowdcd and dilapidafed, énd. was ﬁnélly closed in 1.998.'.. Most of the former
residents of the hospital, vfollowing'the nét'iOnal frend of deinstitutionalizafién? ni(;ved to
: community-baéed settings, a relocéitioh supported by both advbcateé for mental health
treatment and local ‘politicians; sonie_’bf whom described the hospital re’sidents as “doing
things objectionable to' the heighbéféi”z On‘e has to imaginé that fnany of these former .
patiénts, while released from the oppressive énvironrﬁgnt of the state institutioﬁ,
expg_rienced homéle'sspes's’ in P"hi’ladélph'i‘a at soine point; as in other major metropolitan
éreas, the c0mmunity mental health setfingS dé‘signed to succeed the state hospitals
simply could not handle the influx of patiénts_, resulting in the huge expansion in

hypervisible homelessness in the early 1980s.> Meanwhile; the hospital lay vacant for -

years, crumbling on _bofh the inside and the outside and becoming an i’rﬁportant landmark -

for local teeﬁagefs', full of feral céts,“grafﬁti, and a per'r_n'ahent smell of marijuana.

Yet the fate of the Haverford State Hdsp’ital was always planned to recré‘até

something new, to somehow give something back to the residents who for so long -

endured those “objectionable” neighbors and the stark emptiness of the derelict complex.

Today, 15 years after the hospital closed, the piacé is unreéognizablc. A community
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fecréation center, sevéral baseball éiffd'fddtball ﬁelds, five miles of hiking trails, and most a
irriporta'r:ltly,‘ hous’ihg, now dot thé ‘1éhdSCapé of the dld-hospital,_now célled the Haverford
Réserve. But this housing, which rangésvfrom large “carriage- homes” with names' such as
“Thé Pembrey” and “The Treymore” toJ'."luxiir.ious condos for senior citizens (désigned in-
“the ‘t,raditional Normaridy vemacpi&f’)“—‘ carries with it something else: the weight of

home. The word.itself appéars everywhere in the promotional materials, from the main

* website where all of the different residences are only referred as “homes,” not houses or i '

dwellings, to the developers’ fact sheet of quotes by residents, where nearly every quote
referén’c_es'ho-m'e._5 It seems as though in order to erase the past of this land, seen aé_

ignominious at best and either haunted or containing some physical‘remnant of its former

~ “residents” at worst, the developefé and-the township have gone to great-lengths to -

emphasize the role:of home in this newde'velbpmeht. )

The story of the HaVerford Reserve/State Hospital provides a partiéulafly explicit

example of the relationship between homie and homelessness in the United States.

| ~Throughout this paper, I érgue.that the two are inextricably and undéniably linked, often

obscured by policy or gedgfaphy yetalways connected through the cultural production
and material realities of both conditions, housed and homeless. Indeed, the word

“homelessness” re-entered the Americanpopular lexicon in the early 1980°s to refer to

" people newly “unhoused” by the economic recession; however, by several years later the

~ term also included other conditions 'dssoczfated with homelessness such as vagrancy,

substance abuse, and mental illness, showing that the word cuts deeper than the physical
structure of houéing and instead gets'to the heart of who ,can"'ﬁnd “home” in America.®

Ariother way to-observe the power of naming in the conundrum of homelessness is more



chtempoféry;'thé difference betWééﬁ~‘c_he language of home in the Haverford Reserve, a

. vocabulary 6f fspendin‘g pdwér_, choice and individualism could not be more different than

the language of “affordable housing™ jand7oth¢r nonpfoﬁt or- government struc,fure geared

‘tOWards pébplé'ekperiencing homele's_s"'né"s'-é, which emphasizes colle_ctivity, ptagmatism,
“and cohveniencé. If_is important to state this up front, if only to create clarity inthe
understénding thét home and house, h(')rh‘ev:less"and houseless all carry deé‘p coﬁnotations
that cannot 'i'nterchange: with one another. In-many w'ays,-_ t'his'ri project is an intervention-
‘into ,thva"t sﬁace‘bétween “housé” aﬁd “home,” where all a'Ssﬁniptions as to the power of
eaéhbeconi'e 'playérs‘ in the greater sééfch for. the érid of horhele;ssness, a futu;e sadly _

distant from our present reality.

In engaging homelessness and home, I utilize an interdisciplinary approach. Many

scholars have stUdied- homelessness-from. séVeral of the key disciplines that I engage in

this project, particularly from geography and cultural studies, with a healthy side helping-

of public-policy. Bgt by integrating’ th_e‘st: apprdaches, I ho'ﬁe to explore these
| multidimensional ana often tricky -issixes from all sides at once, rather tﬁan only one éngle
at.'va‘ time. The choice t'Q engage homéless’ness through an interdisciplinary lens that
' utilizes frameworks of critical race theory, critical urban studies, geography, and cultural
stﬁdi'es is both an intervention and a éfat'érhent. In inje'ctihg‘" interdisciplinéry scholarship
into this conversation, I hope to makea meaningful c.'o'_ntributio"n to both academic .
discussions of homelgssnéss in the separate ﬁgl’ds- and the ongoing public discourse of
how to end homele$snéss. Ho'we.ver, this Choic¢ also reflects my belief, which I argue

throughout, that we must locate homelessness itself at the int'ersectipn of multiple

systems of inéquality: hierarchies of race, spatial injustice, access to transportation, and, -




of course, the systeni of housing in-which all of these inequities 'rémain included. To geta
fullef'picturé of the c_dnnections.;betl‘wéenf‘thelessness and. home, the interdisciplinary
approéch aftéfnpts to tie éll-of tlnl_eseétruc'iures to the_pebple,-plac_és, and stories engaged-
throughbut' the project. The ide'a'lsr;.and”t'heor‘ies engaged‘ within'are not meant to simply
.repre'sentf a‘., random smattering of idéas ablout;home and homelessness frqm acfoss the
disciplines, jbut'rather-r‘eﬂect an ihten_tibnal vpro.cess of puttiﬁg each in conversation Wifh '

another, both inside and outside of academic discourse and policy-based conversation.

My.(SWn work with people experiencihg homelésshess has profo‘imdjy altered my
life journey and anchors my positionality in this proj’ecf. I grew lip in several diffe'rént |
' homes, all of which were stable and safe. As vsameone who has never experienced
homielessness, both my work and writing in the field are grounded in the goal of cfeaﬁn’g _
space for critical consbidushéss and the ultimate=realizatioﬁ of empowerme'nt of .pe-opl.e
experiencing homelessness. Alfh_oU_gh’ th'ey never make an explicit appearancé in this - |
project, the work of PaulbiFreire an(i_ Myles Hortén foregrdunds my own uhder,s'tanding
-of my poéition jn'both writing this paper-and working té ‘er‘ld homelessness: F réire, who
established the folé of the facilitator as se;parate from tlhe‘ teacher in Pedagogy 'of the '
Oppre’ssed, made it ’pOssiblé for organizers working to end ﬁomelessne'ss to create
situations where 'peopl'e. experiencing'hqlmélessness are the experts on their own situation.
~ And HOrtqn, whov foﬁnd'ed the Highland¢r Centell, whiéh sérved asa majér ed'ucafion site -
| Afor_-leaders-of the 6ivil- ri_ghts mbvéméﬁt, unde;rstood theé role 6f an ally in a mo.veme'nf
perfectly; he never called hifﬁSéif an '6fganizef, but rather thought of his work as.
providing a space fdf»ahalysis“and 'edifc‘aﬁon, whiéh would then becbmé self-r |

organizati(')n.7 In my wotik at Peace House, which serves as a central point of analysis in .




Chapter. One,-I’h'a‘ve tried to embody: these valués in bécoming a faéi_litafor first var'1}d an -
organizer second. But I have al'sofhéldt jobs and rintér'nships th%it focused much'more on
policy or advecacy, and so remaiﬁ aw%lrg' of my ‘own role in perpetuating this-éystem.
Likewise, as a 'Whiteé niale who grewupm housés owned by my parents in mulﬁple |

- geographic locations, I write from a»i‘f)'e'rs'pedtive»of privilege in all of the systérhs that I
critique in this project. I see this projéct; ;thI‘ngh its investment in the ‘interdisciplir._lary
approach, as a way. to continue thi.s;prq"c-'ti‘Ce~o.f faéilit’atidn,— albeit ‘wi-t_h a new mediuﬁ- and
audience. haVé tried to we;.tve,the-'narrative mucﬁ -the'éam'e_ way as I would facilitate a
conveféatibn,‘ with full awareness of the silenceéd histo‘ri‘es and voices that need to c'ome-to,
the forefront in _drdér to begin the compféhensi\}e work of undérsfandin_g and ending |

homelessness.

Chapter One bégins-vﬁ'th an sf:e'niingly Basic question: Why haven’t we ended
homelessness? | present this:chapter first.partially as a response to the prevéiling trend of -
'spending fhany words describirfg a'prpble'in"and few wor&s focusirig on the sblutibﬁ.
waevgar, | _aléo wish fo 'foéug the convérs__"aﬁon quite gleaily— on the stories of people Who
- experience homeléé‘snéSs, arid-élso those who Wbr-k to.end it. This 'chapter.cé_més firstto-
highlight the injustice aﬁd total unaccé_.ptability.'of our present situation, lést it get lost in
léyers o‘f aﬁal‘ysi's and arg‘u"r"nent._ Aftéradescriptidﬁ of the broad picture of homelessneés |
_that is béth statistical and spatial, I mové to t}he. rﬁa’ih focus of the chapte;, a critique of "
the role of tﬁe NoniProﬁt"Industrial Cqﬁlplex (NPIC) in e.ndjn'g.hc‘)meléssnéss. Using my
own interviews with édvoéafeSa’f nbﬁp’roﬁts dedicafed to ending homelessness, I show
the ways that the NPIC structures the spatial re'éilit_iés}- of homelessnéss throu‘gh its’

infrastructure, anid liow those spatial realities too often limit the ability for people




experiénéing homeleSsness to create home iri such'a way that prdfouhdlyi,addresses»thé
structural 100ts o’f homeléssness. Pea;:cfrHouse Community, a transformative drop-in
xce'.ritef in Minneap’blis, presents an a{liefhatiVé to the structure of the NPIC va'nd-‘thve
p'dssibility to'consi‘dér a moverr;e‘ht‘to end hOméIes‘sness asa movement 'of ”re‘sista'nce, é

key'idea explored in'd'"eﬁth throughotit the chapter. |

I thenturn to thé conng:Ctibn between’ hbmelessﬁbss and the dominant model of
homé in Chapter Two. An h£St0ri‘cal exarhinatio'n that of ‘fhé .creat.ion- of the dominant -
model of home thrbpg’h the housing policies of the years immediately after World‘ War I
and the cenfering of the vsingle"-famiiy' detéched' house is follo'wed by a geographic study
of the connection between this ,dorihiriant' modél 'ahd hc;méléssnessl Qsing ﬂie Twin Cities

.as a case stuciy, I'look at John S Adams’ fnodeli of hé’using se’Ct:Ors.‘ and use¢ his -t'h'e'ory of
o ;/acanCy chains to v‘fuﬁher explore the;éorlneétion betweer the spatia.l spread of the
* dominant model through the suburbs’ ahd"thé.dﬁti.ons of home a'va'ilablé to"people
: 'expérien'cing-homele‘ssﬁeys's- in tﬁé'city. The chapter thén f°'¢1}SéS on the idea 6f crunch
assimilation; which -I?de'ﬁne asa pr<‘)'c‘e'ssl of sped-Up-ass'imilation forced by the material
: ékpectations of the domi’ﬁant model of home. Crunch assimilation is the product of a
reliance on the dominant model of home, stfuctured by'tﬁé.NPIC and brought out through
.cul“tﬁral expectations and narrativés{.The sforiés from thé Minnesota Orali_Histdlfy of ~
Homelessness project are t}i‘é vprjm;ciry evidénée behind thi.s argum'ent of crunch
assimilation, alorig:side‘ an ana]ysisbf sihgle'r,oém occupéﬁ;:y (SRO).hous"ijng as also‘

affected by this phenomenon.

In the final chapter, 1 show how these connections between home and

homelessness are reinforced t}iroughl'cultur‘eil'pfé'duction and discourse. I engage several



key texts across multiple ;l)eriodsiiiif’d’eterrﬁining how the discourse around homelessness
initially developed as a commentary-on :thé order of the city. The chapter then ‘moves to a

discussion of belonging and fitas éee’n through-representations of home-and

‘homelessness in Robert Mc_Closkey’S-Homei’ Price stories, Barry Levinson’s movie

Avalon (1990), and the rece’rit hit ﬁlm Thé-Sdloist (2009). In these_tex_ts,_ho‘me and

"homelessness are shown as fitting into a natural ordering of the city, where the

commodity of the home remains ‘dominant and people experiencing homelessness disrupt

"~ the natural flow of 'people“ in space, thus showing them as out of “fit.” In the final -

examinations of cultural texts, I look:at how thié‘cdnce‘pt bf fit plays out in the hip-hop |
artist Macklemore’s song “City iDoh’:t.Silre‘ep” (2005) and in James Mollison’s

photogféphic essay ‘f‘thre.Chinldféﬁ"Sl'eép.”j Both of these texts intervene in the

‘dominant discourse of homelessness, with Macklemore’s _fyrics explicitly tying the

current spatial realities of ‘homelessness to the ¢r‘eaitioti of home and the racializéd wealth

inequality in the Ubnitr'ed”"-S'tfatés*at large. Mollison’s photographs, meanwhile, suggest an

. expansion of the meaning of home to include a transnational perspective and a broader

definition of how individuals it into their homes and how those homes fit into the larger
landscape.

Home, then, is created through spatial processes and cul_tural'discoursés, both of
which also structure '»hOmeles"sness and circumséribe the lives of people experiencing:

homelessness: But “homé”'itself is not a-neutral ground; rather, the dominant model of

“home lies on warped foundations; battered around by its creation through racist policy

‘and its perpetuation through the léns of a'hegermonic represertation. The spatial realities

of homelessness, which stem from the sti gmatization and harassment that comes with
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beihg'COnﬁned to public spACe While‘_leiigo excluded from it, also lié at the feet of the
dominant model of_hbr"n’e. Itisa tw1sted s¢eriario, ar'id one that hundfe‘dslofithoﬁs_ands of
~Americans live on the short sideiof‘¢i}éry day.. Yet by stcpping info the uncomfortable

éqn\:/ersati-on éf homeélessness withﬁt‘he{pér'sp,ective’ of its rbétedneés in 'hon'qe forn-iS'tvhe_' '-
crux of this investigation. By béginhiﬁg'f to draw out the _reasoﬁs ‘we have not yet en_ded |
hbmeie.ssnéss, I hope to dig bene’at‘hfih'e:_' j-ffou.ndéﬁori‘of the home to find the roots—some
" economic, 's-ome_ geographic, and s'o‘rxfe_‘cultilral'—that bind us all together and éan lead to

~ the end of this‘t:ingied"thread of hoxheleésness.
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Ending Homeléssness: Why Not?

I guess I'll be referred to tké~éwner 's manual full of lbnerS/ﬁill_df all the homelé_Ss:
throwaways and the stonérsykbldiers, of the streets with 8" grade diplomas/ And

t,he. world awaiting their shoulders as a bonus.
“Tip the Scale,” The Roots (Undun, 2011)

Why d’é millions of Americans expéfience homelessness each year? In a nation
that has prioritiz'éd vt'he creation and promotion of single-fai_riily housing since thé adv'ent‘

" of the New Deal and»the dawn of our _s()cial séfety ne.t,'how did (and do) we create such

an incredible._mismatch between i'ciéafs of homé'and realitjes of homelessnéss? Many

inéquities in the-tjhiféd"‘StateS' can certainly Bé "se‘en throuth a gedgraphical'miématch'

" lens, particularly food, transpoftation; and racial j‘ustice.' Howéver, in 6fder to undefstand
how a society like ours might go. about énding hémeles'sness, we must understand
homelessness primﬁ;ily as eXis'ti'ng at'the intersection of all of thésé» inequities: rac’e,l '

“housing, health, urban planning, and:Spéce/place'aIl pléy a érucial— role in the cv_reati‘on and -
petpetuation of cycles of homeleéénéss t;)day‘.'Thus; I wish to co'mplicafe'the commonly

~ held notion vth';dt the solution to .homel_essne’ss is simply more affordéble housing; while
lack of housing is clearly one aspect of expériehéing homelessness, other social factor;

and constructions play a huge role.in retaiﬁing homelessness as an important piece of the i

Amfc'"ri.c_an ecoﬁox‘ﬁic’ éhd social_ fabric. As the epigraph from jTh_e Roots suggests,

homelessneés’ Cutsj}much‘deeper"and ’villt‘im'ately. implicates the privatizatjon of urban

space, seen through'the,ma-lr’"ginalizationi of SOrhc to benefit others, all connected by a ‘

region and its resources.
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This chapter begins an exiaic.)t.atfi-‘o'nof the spatial "‘realiﬁesof homielessness in
America by initially éﬁerﬂpting’ to ‘_paihtja’ picfur‘e of whefé hOrﬁelessness Q(?cufs aﬁd who -
it primarily affects. With the problém .mﬁs-clearI.y defined, thé chapter turns to a
discussion of modetn efforts to ending hérﬁelessness; With_a- critical eye towards the
state’s handling of the issue through é Vracia.lizedr‘arid sp-atialize(.i-Nonproﬁt Industrial.
'Complex. Through interviews tWith adVO‘cétes,'I eXplore the specific role of hbmeléssness |
- i.n the NPIC, and ultimately argue that the physical-infrellstrugture of the NPIC 'st-fuctures

the spatial reality of homelc-:sfsrie'ss‘thr.ough its interaction with the ongoing forces of
 capital that constantly éct to.privatiz‘e the ‘space 'of the city. Using the idea of spatial
r_ealities to structure thi_s argument heips cqﬁﬁect'critical urban theory such as Henri
LeFebvre’s Right to the Clty, sﬁbséquent-'analySis on,thé’ ,pé.fticularities of homelessness
as key to undgrstariding the -priVétizétion éf qit_iZe’nshi’p énd space, and the theoriés‘ that
structure the NPIC. I argue that the NPIC’s physical infrastructure, itself radiali‘zed
’through its interactions With uliban 's;;aée,' structures the spatial realities of homelessness,

defined as simultaneous confinement to and-'rexclu'sio'n from public space.

I conclude wifh a nohproﬁt case study through a look at my dwn experiehces at .
' Pgaée_ House Community, a site that'érovides a safe a‘n(i empowering space for people.'
experiencing homelessness in Minnéapblis. In addition td limiting the possibilities of
homé,_ thé NPIC also tends to paint a picture.of homelessness as requiring poli’-c'y-driven-
solu‘t-ions- rathier than _pe'ople-driven' soliitions. Peace House counteracts this by providing
.é-space of 'resistahée that, thrbugh‘i_ntel_’l'tional"con\}ersati'on', _ackhowledges the
: interconnectivity of homelessness with o’ther.systems that rm‘ar'g'inalize people, épening‘

the possibility of a movement to end hiomelessness that resembles a movement of
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liberation more than a movement dﬂpdlicy. Although small in scope and limited in

- capacity, Peace House offers an altefhéfiVe ri(')tio_'h of what home might look like for-

N péo’ple who do not have'acces”s-to:tﬁeirbwn private structure, a space of conviviality-and =

solida’rify that | érfgue is necessary ,infthé"transfdrmative'wdr'k of ending hOIhel_es'sness.

Describing Homele's'sh'ésrs Stﬁtistichll?ﬁhd :"‘Sp':it'i'all'v

Although- flawed because of the ultifnaté»tr_ansience apd liminality of the ‘situatiorn
of urban héméleés'nesé; point-in-time' (PIT) counts remain the’rhost statistically sound
way fo measure homelésSnéss ina givei_i place at a given time. This particular method of
quantifying homelessness, which requires a veritable army of volunteers, hag stood the
test of time and become one of HﬁD.’S'réqUireﬁlents for communities re’ceiving federal-
| _ﬁnding towards ending ~h6h'1ele’ssnes:s -u.n'd_e'r the‘MéKinney-Vento Act of 1987. HUD
alls'o pléces témporal limits-on the counts: they must be held at leasf every other year,
always in the last wee.k'-o‘f J anuary;s_ A typical PIT courit might be coordinatéd-.by a lead
organization, po§§ibly the most'acti\iéibrgan'i_zati()n in aicomr'nunit-y’s COntiﬂuurﬁ of Care

) (CoC), the structure through which HUD distributes fuﬁding to every metro-pc.)litan area
in the country: No matter what .ag'enc’y of entity 'organizesA it, the count inevitably involvéé
vrﬁany; rriziny housed individuals asking about the housing status §f other individuals or
families.on fhé'Streef at ‘n__ighf. The CénSuS Bﬁreau :Qohdthed_the first homeless count in

' 1990, when it was known as “S-ﬁig_ht"’ and’ consisted épleiy of infervieWs on the ‘st.reet';
PIT céunts today include shelters, drop-in céﬁtér_é, transitional housing, and any other

' plaées where people who fit the’-o”fﬁc_idal-deﬁniti-on of homelessnéss might reside.” Theser

. 'chahées’ have 1argély_ coincided iz;'ith a broader- underste_inding of -ﬁomelessheés and now

appear less invasive than the previous reliance on dead-of-night conversations with
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 strangers assumed to be homeless. ‘Unsurprisingly,'both homelessness and the‘system
built to (hopefully) end it and (sometimes) manage it have come a long way since 1990,
both in their understandings of inSidei/o'utsider power dynamics and in loeating the

spaces in which homelessness exists, .

What, then, is .'the current drai:zving‘ of homelesSneSs"through numbers and maps?
In January of 2011, 636, 017 1nd1v1duals were counted as homeless nationwide through
PIT counts. More were sheltered (3923 16/62%) than not (243, 70173 8%), while more
- people were counted as 1nd1v1duals'(399,836/63%) than.m families (236,181/37%).11 |

| 'UnSUrbrisingly, some ?dernographic 'g‘_r'ofups are more pr‘one to expetience homelesSness: 1

in 13 people released from pris_qn or jail experienee homelessness in the year following |

112 :

their release, anc-l-..f(')r sfbuth released frefn fostef care, the odds are even larger at1in11.°7
African—AndericahS are at pat’ticular risk to *'experience ‘homelessness; in 2010, one in
-every 141 members of black families rstayed- ina h_omeless-shelter, roughly se\ten times
the rate fer white'indi'vidtlalsl in families." Perhaps oné of the -biggest, roacthlocke to
ending homeleseness is its interconnectivity with the larger systems of education, foetet
care and criminal justice, tzvhichthernseiVe'S'conne'ct.te one another and remain
pro‘ble.matie due to the'i_nstitutionalized racism running within. These statistice frame
homelessness as at the intersection of these inequities formed around race and class. The
sYStems at the heart of this intersection-carfy with them deép spatial inequities as well—
for example, in California, the vast niajerity of privately-run prisons are located in the
Central Valley, at leaSt 5 hoUrsfr'orh the nlajor urban areas Where-hornelessness is

predominantly’ located, puiting incredible spati‘al strain on families and economies.'*
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Homelessness, therefore, lies at the intersection of multiple spatialized and racialized

inequalities, a formulation that proves useful repeatedly throughout this project.

The geography of homelessness today is highly regionalized. The metropolitan
areas with the highest rates of homelessnéss are primarily located in the Sunbelt: Tampa,
New Orleans, Fresno, Las Vegas, and Honolulu.'® Homelessness in these areas, unlike
Los Angeles and San Francisco'®, correlates more to the epicenter of the recent US
housing crisis than it does to climate or culture.!” However, the raw population numbers |
of people experiencing homelessness tell a more expected story of urban America: aside
from the Tampa/St Petersburg MSA, the metropolitan areas with the highest homeless
populations are those of New York City, Los Angéles, San Francisco/Oakland Bay Area,
and Washington, DC."® The overall trend of population growth has been towards those
Sunbelt cities with higher rates of homele.ssness over the past twenty years; with this
migration comes the dominant model of home, given even more space than before to
expand against a less-dense landscape. On a macro-level, then, the geography of

homelessness follows the expansion of the dominant model of home.

Overall statistics are important in painting a picture of homelessness as a nation-
wide phenomenon; however, an examination of homelessness within a given metro area
more clearly displays context and the ways in which homelessness exists at the
intersection of American capitalism and a failed, racially overdetermined housing policy.
As implied by the epigraph from The Roots at the start of this chapter, homelessness and
home cannot exist without one another. It is through exploration of the paths of
homelessness at a local level, with the national context as necessary background, that [

intend to explore the spatial connection of home and homelessness. In the next chapter,
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an exam1nati'on of housing submarkets and the:primary location of homelessness within .
the Twin Cities metropolitan areafocus on this localized analysis. But in order to reach
that level analysis, we first need_to look at the structures that inform the work to end

homelessness, as it exists today.

C(_‘)ntradi’c'tions of—Conipas'sibn: The Homelessness Non-Profit Ir'n"du'str'.i'al Com‘plbex

Advocates and academics alike have long known that--people.expéri’ehéing
homelessness are explicitly excluded from urban public space while simultaneously

confined to it. Don Mitchell persuasively argues that homelessness serves a key role in

understanding the con’tr>ol‘o-f urban space byrselectively deﬁningvthe 'public‘, noting that

statements in the media associating homelessness with park closures or limitations on-use

~ (which invariably link to policies such as divided pérk benches to prevent “sleeping

rough” and regulations regarding “aﬁpropriéfe”' public behavior) “ignore the possibility
that homeless p'éople’s use of a park for pql‘itic;ll, social, economic, and residential

| | ' »19
These assumptions, constituted in the cradle bf Capitalisfn’s ‘appropriation of urban space, |
create what Mike Davis aﬁd other LA Séﬁool theorists called “zones of containment,”
contributing to Loic Wacquant’s deﬁnition,of a “cai'rceral city” where “éuality of lifé” and
“zero tolerance” carry the day.zo Th_ev spatial reality of homelessness in.'th'e'urbe_m cofe

thus is o}le of qontroiled public space, policed behavidr, and limited access .to the

amenities of the space even as confinement remains in place.

Meanwhile, nonprofit brganizations and gov_er’nment programs predominantly

- orgarize American attempts-at ending homelessness whilé'negotiating this spatial
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‘conundrum. I focus on the nonp‘f’o’ﬁtf:e_:hd'of this spectrum here because these

organizations work at a variety of levels -from.‘grassroots;actibn to policy, whereas the

government-investment in ending homelessness is purely-one of resources and public

_ policy. Officially, the first time that -'the;g(S‘Vernrmnt first invested in ending homelessness

as a policy goal with ﬁhancial'b’acking_jCame in 1987, with the passage of the McKinney-
Vento'Act.‘Buf communities began_'réépOndiﬁg to homel'esénéss without the benefit of .
official sanction or support much sooner, particularly in the early 1980’s in the midst of

the pVrerviousrly-‘discusse'd-hyp‘er‘vi‘sib'Ail'it“.y'.21 The heavy involvement of foundations and the

state in ending homélessness invites a critique of a structure that often bureaucratizes

people in dire situations. By pléciné"hbmel,e’ssness as existing at the intersection of
multiple institutionalized spatial iﬁéqtialitiés, the connections between the spatial realities
of homelessness and the infrastructure creatéd to address it become of paramount

importance. Understanding the spatiél'réalitiés of homelessness leads us towards seeing

homelessness as.a condition of privatized space-and the continuing loss of the city. to the
interests of global capitalism. Thus, the “blame” for not ending homelessness shifts away

" from non-profit organizations and instead towards a structure that requires homelessness

and housing inequality to continug its very existence—an incredibly important shift when
wc-con‘éider that the entire process for receiving funding to end ho'rﬁ‘ek:sshess ‘hinges on

“out-perforthing” one’s neighboring organizations in the eyes of the funding partrer.

This fundamental contradiction lies at'the heart of the Non-Profit Industrial Complex

~ (NPIC), theorized by.the INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence collective, and in

particular the. writing 6f Dylan Rodriguez é'ridRuth ‘Wil'éron' Gilr‘norell In order to consider

" shifting eriding homelessness _fr'om'a;'p'ublic policy framework to a movement of
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resistance and liberation, we 'must first attend to the ways that homelessness fits into the

NPIC: _Rodriguez defines the NPIC‘as “the set of symbiotic _relationships that lmk
together political and ﬁnancral technologres of state and own1ng -class proctorship over
publlc and polltical intercourse, 1nclud1ng and especially emergent progressive and leftist
social movements.”22 Using the prlson' 1ndustr1al complex as an 1nterrelated corollary, |
Rodriguéz carefully shows the central role of foundations and state-sponsored'funding of
non-proﬁts in the dismantling of radical social movements in the US since the 1970’5.
The link between the PIC and its non-profit counterpart comes through the survelllance
and overpolrcmg of racralrzed bodies: wh1ch ‘he sees as posing a threat to- wh1te
communities on the Left. ‘Th‘e NPIC itself comes out of ‘this sUrveillance, creating a web
of organizations that survive and thrive on fun'ding, which Rodriguez argues actually |

have enabled “more¢ vicious forms of state repress_ion.”23 .

How does homelessness fit into the NPIC?'After all, Rodriguez mostly confines his
argument. to the decline of grassroots movem‘ents’for racial and political equality, such as-

black l1berat10n struggles in the US and Palestmlan anti-apartheid struggles i in Istael; the

-'antr-homelessness movement if it can be named as such has little in common on the

- surface W1th these movements However we must remember that “the NPIC promotes a

social movement culture that is non-collaboratlve narrowly focused, and competltive 24

Part of this “culture” is the fundamental.contradiction between radical “abolition” work
and the need to survive in an eeonomy that capitaliz.e_s ‘eVery'where, including on the

suffering of others,-a contradiction particularlyapparent in the work to end homelessness.
Importantly, measurements of homelessness such as those presented earlier not only help

describe’ the problem but also sustain. the ﬁnanc1al apparatus that funds organizations
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working to end homelessness, cont‘rib-u'ting‘. to the nexus of.governfnent and private

funding that constitutes a non-profit :iIlldl‘-'lSt'lfial complex.

“Linda,” an advocate at an organization working to.end homelessness in the Twin

Cities, explains the‘ways that ,th,is:cfilt_ii;e ir'npa'c'ts, her work, and her questioning of her

dual role:

A world without homelessness means that me and thousands of others.don't have a
job, because my whole job depends on theré being homelessness. And we have
created an entire infrastructure, not just here in the TC but all over the country, where
thousands of us, I mean, are employed because of homelessness existifig. And so I
wonder about that, from both sides. One, how sincere can my efforts to-end
homelessness be if I know that I lose my livelihood if:..I mean, can I really work
authentically to end homelessnéss, knowmg that there's no homelessriess means I
don't have a job. I think that's a question we really have to be honest with ourselves
about, those of us who work in this field. T have been accused of being a "poverty
pimp," more than‘once. “And you know, while I get mad and blustery about it,
somewhere in the dig is a bit of truth that there are lots of us who are making decent
- livings based on people remaining in poverty and homelessness. And so I think we -
just kind of...have to wrestle with that as a society, and as individuals, what does that
look like?* » |

As Linda describes, the work to end ?h"ome_less:ness has itself become an industry with its

own'economic infrastructure, which makes it an integ'r'al'pa'rt'-of the NPIC. The"

‘infrastructure o_f ending homelessness, however, is not only economic but also physical.

These physical structures of the homelessness N_PIC—. shelters, supportive housing, drop-

in centers—contribute to the policing of racialized bodies in the carceral city, hence

forming the spatial reality of homelessness defined earlier by the problem of confinement
and exclusion to public space.
The location of the infrastructure of the NPIC fuither illustrates the key role that

race plays in understanding efforts to-end homeléssness, not just inthe previously-

" illustrated overrepresentation of African-Americans but also "through how these structures -
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meaht to end homelessness contribute to the racialization of space. In the Phillips
neighborhood of Minneapolis, home to the vast majority of organizations working to end
homelessness in the Twin Cities, people of color make up 60% of the populationzé; with
this comes overpolicing and racial profiling in what has sadly become the usual treatment
of low-income neighborhoods in American cities. People experiencing homelessness,
many of whom don’t even stay in this neighbo.rhood, enter into this relationship as
already targeted bodies and as clients of the organizations. Linda’s quote below shows
both howrhomelessness is racialized and gendered and how it again lies at the center of

multiple modes of inequality:

I think when people think about people in homelessness, they think about African-
American men. I think when they think about people in poverty, they think about
African-American women and black children. You know, which, the reality is,
women and children make up way more of people in homelessness than men of any
race, but I think race is a huge factor in all of this. And I think our historical and
contemporary racist economic practices have led us to this point in lots of ways

The NPIC thus lies at the center of the racial and spatial constraints that make up the
spatial reality of homelessness. Into this situation we can read the fundamental
contradiction of the homelessness NPIC as existent on two interrelated planes: one, the
economic problem of paying “professionals” to profit off of homelessness (as discussed
by Linda) and two, the physical infrastructure that, although intended originally to
manage and now to end homelessness, structures the spatial reality of homelessness in
the urb'an core today. The homelessness NPIC thus shows itself as multi-dimensional and
emerges as a lynchpin of punitive urban policy and racialized understandings of public

space, and indeed of the public itself.

Supportive Housing
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How do organizations working to end homelessness work to create-home within

~ this spatial reality. of homelessness? In:order to get at this question I found it hélpﬁil to

‘imagine a world without homel'esvsnesss, rather than Simply reacting to the daily. reality of -

homelessness. This returns to an earlier point: questioning the solution Qf housing as-the

final savior to the person or family expérieﬁcing homelessness. After all, we don’t

* construct this-phenomenon as “hquéeleséness,” but what if we did?*® What different

implications can we tease out from this slight shift in frame? The idea of the 'integratéd

© city, a'city with rio visible spatial injustice and people of all kinds of economic means

living in proximity, surfaced repeatedly in my interviews. “Fiona,” a volunteer
ym:

coordinator and advocate at-a sheltér, explained her vision of this imagined place:

I see a huge expansion of housing. Namely, affordable housing, and in every

‘community. You know; this is something that belongs on every block of every
neighborhood, not just certain nelghborhoods I see...what else do I see...] think I
see, [ mean, even a more fundamental community change beyond what kind of
structures and buildings do we have for people or what kind of nonprofits are
open, I think it takes a community that cares, and a community that really
understands the fundamental value of home, understands the cost-effectiveness of
giving everyone a home, and is committed to that you know, that says that it's
completely unacceptable that our neighbors are sleeping outside all winter 1n

* 'Minnesota.”

In this combination of “house” as physical structure and “homie” as a supportive

community with an added economic iricentive, we see the genesis of supportive housing,

which by definition relies on geograﬁhic proximity. Robert Rosenheck provides.a‘ helpful -

definition:

Programs offering such proximal: 1ntegrat10n of clinical or case management services
and augmented housing resources are often called supportive housing programs.
Although there aré many variations, all combine dedicated housing resources or
subsidies with human services that represent a combination of community-based
mental health services and practlcal assistance...it is widely believed that these
services need to bé inténsive, offermg contact one or more times per week; flexible,
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ﬁtaétical and .'comm.unity'-ba'séd rather than ofﬁce;baseld, and sustained for r_:rr’lahy
years.” | B . - _

‘Providers often refer to "supporti\'fe.hojli’s:i"r.;g asa mbdel‘ that combinés housing and
serViées, and One:tha't rer'naiﬁs closély tied to the idea of “housing ﬁrs’t.”- This last model,
developed in New York in tﬁé "c_'aarly‘ 1990’s by Dr. Sam Tsemberis through his
organization Pathways to Housiﬁ"g’, fen{oi}éé barriers to housing that might result from
mental illness‘or chemical dépend¢ncy by ifnmédiat'ely proQiding hoﬁsihg; then works
with participants to 'rerrigin in houéi_ng'and- a’dd"re'ss those barriers through supportive
;efvices-.3I-Suppoftive"housing; thdugh"it is often permahént'(referred.to as PSH Within '
the cornmunity of providers), sometimes feqilire:s‘ tr_éatmént or psychiatric care prior to
entering the program, and thus does not alweiysfollow a harm-reductionist housing-first
mbdel'.. However, it déeé t’end to concéritrate'togethéf more in space, whereas many
housing ‘ﬁrst pr()g‘ra’ms (inélilding the national "niodél of Pathways in New Yo'rk) use a
scattered-site model. This difference in th.e relationship between housing and urban spaée A
found between the models of s_ihgle4sité and scattered-site provides fér'tile ground for
further analysis; I foqu“s»primarily o'nfthese suBcategories of sUpporfi_ve housing-as the

" dominant models used today towards ending homelessness.

-In its most basié form, suppbrtive‘, housing ,élearly.imdgines a ceftain chCéntration of -
space for pebplq.expe_rien‘cin'g‘hbméléé‘sness with “multiple bairiers.” The key questions
to ask about single-sit¢ housing rerlve around structures of sbatial'inequalify,’ rather
than afoﬁnd access and m'obili_ty. Dées it perpétuate a racialized form of space within the
urban core.??And perhaps ﬁié'r’e i;hpdrtantly;v‘dOes it alleviate the confinement of
'homeleSsness to one-area é's'in-ea'rly' vls'p:atial'const'_ruc.tidns of 'Hobohemia/Skid Row, or

doés it continue the trend of segregating people experiencing homelessness to an area and
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punishing them for using the only spatial resources available to them? Answering these
intertwined questions requires a re-imagining of the metropolitan area, and returns to the
earlier construction of “houselessness.” If “home” comes from an apparently equitable
distribution of rented and owned housing obtained at the fair market rate, it follows that
housing that is visibly not fair market, such as housing projects and affordable housing
developments aimed to house people experiencing homeléssness presents an unequal
paradigm to that of “home.” And if the former creates an “integrated city,” then s}ingle-
site supportive housing simultaneously acknowledges the existence and reality of
homelessness within the urban core while creating designated space to house those who

have experienced it.

The implications and politics of location remain incredibly central to this analysis.
Scattered-site supportive housing clearly takes significant inspiration from HUD’s HOPE
VI project, which changed the dominant mode of public housing from one of high-rise
“projects” to low-rise homes mixed in with private residential housing, partially in
response to the deteriorating conditions of public housing but also no doubt
understanding the negati.ve public perception that came with them. In a scattered-site
model of supportive housing, a person with housing might never know that their new
neighbor previously resided on the street or in a shelter, particularly if that area is located
far from those in which homelessness remains concentrated. Like decentralizing public
housing, scattered-site housing removes some “geography of fear” from the problem of
ending homelessness by situating it not entirely in the urban core.’? However, this de-
concentration also leads to the pressure of inhabiting the dominant model of home

“home,” (indicating the process of private citizenship that, as Kathleen Arnold notes,
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“removes personal and emotional considerations from political ones™*) particulatly when

. these housing programs place their sites in suburban areas, far from easy access to
services and community-based organizations. In the next chapter, I discuss this in depth

" through the idea of “crunch assimilation,” a term which I use to describe the process of

attempting to reverse the intersectional inequalities which create homeléssness through
removing spatial inequalities by suburbanizing homelessness—a proc'ess'_which I believe
only hides from rather than confronts hdmelessness ds a reality of 4 fundamentally -

unequal urban area.

For now, I want to emphasize that solving homelessness by simply moving people

experiencing it to areas where the notion of “home” is particularly stabilized presents a

linear model of homelessness that simply,doesn’t add'up to what we know about

- homelessness as resulting from structures of spatial inequality. The truly revolutionary

side of supportive hoﬁsing,-whére housing and social work resources are contained within
a small area and linked together, presents an alternative model of home that remains
community focused; as Fiona notes, supportive housing, when does well, “[is] the

structured organized method that people need, but wouldafso be just-a bigger-picture

| spipport for everyone in the _cor’nmunityv'.’-’34 By expanding the definition of home from the

private commodity to the larger communal asset, place-centered supportive housing
makes a deeper intervention towards ending homelessness than its s'cattered-_si‘te,
counterpart. It creates the possibility of a home that resists the cqnneqtiori between the

current‘dom'inan_t model and the spatial reality of homelessness. In doing so, it offers the

possibility to réconéeptual_iZe the movement to énd homelessness. Currently, a movement

of poli-cy where units of housing and'-r"r‘ionéy spent per client occupies center stage in the -
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- work to end homelessness. But the récognition of the importance of place_’and~con1:munity
in sdppogftiVe housing’s alternative coriception of home brings out ideas of belonging and -

solidarity, explored in the followi'ngstﬁdy of a transformative nonproﬁt.'
A’Pla'ce'toBeloﬁg:' The Case _Of P’é:{fcfe‘ House. Community

We re not trying to solve the probleni of homelessness we're just trying to keep people
from bemg homeless for 5 hours a day

~Lila Gilbert, Peace House volunteer 33

- I now wish to éxplore spaces of resistance to 'the, spatiel realities of homelessness
as strﬁctured by the NPIC ‘posing such spaces as a productlve counter- example to the
previous discussion of the spat1al reahtles of homelessness realities that mherently
‘minimize dissen’pfth‘rough‘excl‘usi"on_'énd?..punishment for existiﬁg in the urban milieu.
These spaces or Organiiations exist in' what Gilmore ir‘ﬁportant calls the “shadow of the

»36 Any space of resistance to homelessness

shadow state,” a space for “gaining'lilﬁefatioﬁ.

~ must 'simultane’.ously also resist the afofementio_'ned spatial .‘re'alities of racialized
criminalization-of public s'pa'ce'bvy prbvidieg l'a safe place for people expefiencing |
homelessness to-exist as individuals-and as a eOmmunity; by extension such a safe place

“also becomes a Sp'ace' of libratory: pra'etiCe.37 My own ex-periences et Peace House

- Commumty, a unlque orgamzatlon that prov1des such a safe and libratory space in the
urban core of aneapohs form the: bedrock of my analy51s here ‘and prov1de a helpful
point of debartute for understandmg_re'smtance tohomelessness. P_eace House is by no |
means the only organizat.io.ﬁ‘ that. pfovid‘es a space for this nécessary work; however,
rather than draw-pbtent'iélly"unir_lfoi"med conclusions frdm'organiZatiehs-thet I have never

worked with, I choose here .tp.shOW‘P_eéée House thfbu_gh rin"y-bwn eyes and leave space
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for those with more knowledge of Hdmeles’shéss to'apply or discredit this narrative asit. _

~applies to their experience of resistance in other cities.

Peace House Community wﬁéﬁfbunded in 1985 by Sr. Rose Tillmans, a membéf
of the Sisters of St Jo.seph Carondalet. Having aﬁanged to rent the room from the owner,

. and against'the wishes of local interes’t‘s.r'c%nging-.frOm the édjécent Dairy Queen to the |
locai city 'couﬁcilman, Tillmahs’-bpe‘riédP_’eace House as a “living ‘rqém on Franklin. |
A;V_enue,” a piaée that served warrﬁ coffee and foéuséd entirely or listening, s;cory- sharing,
and creating a safe envirénment for péd'plé marginalized in the city. As the borhmunity'
grew, it became a major playér in the';Phi!Iips neighborhood despite its small size; the city
councilman and‘-iothcr politicians eVeﬁtually came around to hail the organization as a

~ positive force 1n the community, and the owner of the building 'éveﬁtua_lly gave it to the
ofganization for free. At the ééme time, the homelessness NPIC grew up around Peace
H'ou_se; the buildin’g 1s ndw wedged beineﬁ Hope"Community and Aeon, both muéh
'largér organizations that prpvide an a'i'ray'_of housing aﬁd-services. Peace House,
however, remains inc‘re'd.ibly‘small, with only two paid staff and a microscopic operating
'Budget. Every weekday at 10am, a remarkable community forms to discués concerns, eat,A _
drink, Sleep, ‘and congregate for 45 m’inu_t_eg in facilitated conversation. This structure

| makes Peace House :complet'ely uhiqﬁe from every other dr0p-iﬂ center in 'the Twin
Ci’;i'esl,' arid cbné't_iﬁxtés an'rint'e'r.ltional break from the donﬁnant logic of fhé NPIC, ahd with
‘it a total washout of the tradi;cional staff/client dichofc)my that étructu'res :mainstre-arr.l

‘ organizatibns.

Theiconv'iv_ialit}‘/ of conversation é.nd rglatibnShip at this organization also refute

the structures of the NPIC. Walking into the orie room that is Peace House, one sees
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about 40 chairs arranged in an alﬁlf)sﬁééirCular shape; a wide 'r.arlge of people sit on the

chairs in frieﬁdly_ conversation, with dfp‘a-rt'i'cuvlarly noticeéble concentration of older white

women and middle-aged black meﬁ'ﬁfeéent. The infbfrnality is ‘palpéble, as péople

change seats, grab cups of coffee, and sit down to begin or join conversations with

“multiple-groups of people. Conversations (and hence relationships) often begin with

éithér- the. weather or the local sports teams. This kind of small talk may seem

.1n51gn1ﬁcant however, these conversations form a necessary base towards bu1ld1ng an.

, env1ronment of conviviality where the barrlers of client-and provider present at 5o many

o__ther'or_ganizations fall‘apart to rev’eé‘lv baSic"relationShips_built across incredible |

 difference. Indeed; Ivan VIll_ich"s' definition of convividlity as*“‘the opposite of industrial

productivity...mean[ing] autonomous and creative intercourse among persons, and the

intercourse of persons with their environment...conviviality [is] individual freedom

 realized in personal int'\‘erdepende’ncé’f’ gées a long way towards describing the importance

“of these conversations.”®

What happens within the phyéical space of -Peace-House—conversatidns ranging

from the trite to the empowering and-iﬁtenti’onai;rcmains inextricably linked to the

‘negotiations of space in the rest of the city, including on the inside of the préViously-

discussed “homelessness infrastrt_)c'tdre.” Unlike many shelters and drop-in centers that I

have visited or worked at, Peace HQui'se equalizes everybody; there are no desks, no

- comfy office chairs ju’x’faposed with hard folding chairs, and no areas that are off limits

for anybody. Of course, this intentional interior spaﬁ‘al‘ justice comes with the sometimes- '

frustrating dowr_ifall'of a total lack of 'i_n't'gr_net service or office space for any kind of

meeting; however, it serves to ensure that all members of the community are “present” in
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the moment. Someone might be passed out in their chair during “meditation,” the
intentional community-focused conversation that occurs for 45 minutes each day, but
nobody can hide behind a wall or stare at a screen. The artifacts on the walls of Peace
House further this equality; instead of the standard history of the ofganization,
inspirational quotes and colorful posters about justice and equality, the room simply
holds a corner with memorials t>o deceased members of the community, a framed picture
of “Sister Rose,” and several community-created decorations and works of art. Consistent
with the often-expressed desire for the space to serve as an “information centef,” two
bulletin boards sit near the exposed kitchen. One board holds notices about events
relevént to community members; a recent glance at this node of information revealed
flyers about employment programs, free legal clinics for people looking td expunge past
criminal records, and a new community center offering free meals several times a week.
Meanwhile, the other bulletin board provides information about Peace House itself,
creating an interesting dynamic where volunteers who “run” the organization attempt to
explain themselves to the people who form the community that defines the organization.
This last board contains not only the list of volunteers and board members (along with
contact informatioﬁ, again unusual) but also a community-created list of reasons for
having “meditation,” a daily community conversation that some enjoy for its “silence”
while others consider it a time to “listen to everybody’s stories, find commonality in
issues.””® Again in contrast to the established homelessness infrastructure, everything is
out in the open at Peace House, including bundles of contradictions that create a whole

community.
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Just as openly, the volunteers who “run” Peace House (if such a place even calls
for- governrheht,' which many in the organization question) see themselves as not

providing a service, but rather a ministry, in the most radical Catholic-Worker sense of

 the word. The quote at the start of this section encapsulates that positién, and also raises
in itself a veritable roomful of qﬁééti6n$ about ideas of radical hospitality, its role in

' résisting a cold and unfriendly police state for people experiencing'ho'mele'ssness‘m, and’

whether “keeping peoplé from being homeless” is in fact a close cousin to ending

- ho'm'el_essnes‘s altogether. Typiéally of Peace House, the community has had this very .‘

‘conversation many times; in somewhat of a meta-twist on ideas of service and power,

pedple expériencing homelessness seiZe- the opportunity to critique both the infrastructure

. associated with them (“homelessness’is a business” remains a popular phrase during these -'

- discussions) and the ways in which Peace House sometimies fails in its goal to empower

all voices (these conversations invariably focus on white privilege within the |

* community). The creation of a safe space from which to critique the spatial realities that

many people face as soon as t_hey step outside remains incredibly importan't'to the work
of the organization, and the ability to hold difficult conversations about race and privilege

allow this work to continue.

" Peace House;, then, creates a-place of solidarity, where people experiencing
homelessness can share information in a safe environment while actively resisting the '

condition of homelessness as structured by the infrastructure of the non-profit industrial

complex. And that lihkage,'of solidarity to spaces of resistance addresses the apparent -

_contradiction of “solving homelessness” and providing:safe space. “Kai,” an advocate
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who runs a program that similarly ope'rates"“outsi'de of the _system',”‘ elaborates on this

. connection:

" I'think sol1dar1ty is always about res1stance in some ways It's res1stance to the status
quo. In some ways, it's, you | know when I think of solidarity and- social ]ustICe as -
opposed to equallty and human r1ghts Tam thinking of movements that are about
changmg the way things are, whereas equality and human rights in my head and in
many people s heads.... I'm not the first one to say this, is really about making sure -

© the status quo is avallable to everybody, right. So let's make sure that I'can also have-
-that I also-have access to a fucked up system, you know?*! -

The ways in which the 1nfrastructure'_‘of. ending homelessness also struc:ture's the. spatial |
reality of homel_ess'ness itsell‘ show-that' yv'e' need a.movement-of resistance, one that
resiSts this “fucked up system” and réfnses' to perpetuate it. Such movements are rarely
measured statistieally%imagine_ for_a moment the Black Power movement submitting
figures to the governrent, or Cesar Chave-z and Dolor'es Hnerta reporting to a foundation :
the number of farm workers engaged in the struggle And while'it’s hard to 1mag1ne a

~ movement emanatmg from a somewhat- d1lap1dated low home that only reaches 50
people a week, the size ultimately crea'tes a stronger site of resistance; Kai noted that yvith _
| size, “the heart and soul, that gets lost...you’ve gotta keep the grassroots, you’ve gotta
stay small.f’42 By stubbornly refusing any movement towards a more structured and

" formal organi'iation and keeping the voices ofpe'ople'experiencing homelessness central_
to 'its 'work, Peace Honse‘opens the doof "(quite literally) tovvrve'siStance to homelessness -
through solidarity, both yvithin itsryvalls and far beyond its immediate influence in the

- wider carceral city.

Conclusion: Endinﬁ‘HomeleS'sness"in the “Shadow of the S_hadow State”

+ Resistance to ho'mele'sShess and the. spatial strictures that contain it, as

demonstrated through Pea"ce'House ‘(and many other spaces that I have yetto myself
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experience, with an important nod tp, the pioneering group Picture the Homeless in New -

"Yo.rk),;dperates on a paradigm of cbfﬁrriunity-based assets and needs, rather than one of
 public policy and hard numbers.-Perh'apsf‘ from Peace House ahd these other spaces of

. resistance we see'a validation of Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s admonition to organizations

working in the shadow of the shadow stat.e43: that “the purpose of the work is to gain.

liberation, not to guaran_te'é the organization’s lon'gevity."’44 Of course, measuring the end

of homelessness, consistent with Rodriguez’s discl_ission of the political logic of the

NPIC and Gilimore’s rejection of ‘fbr'bject-dfiven portfolios” in funding grassroots

organizations45, often relies on statistics that ultimately serve as justification for the
existence of any given drganizatioh-within the shadow stéte.'Given the ways in which
nonprofits working to.end homelessnéss must fight tooth and nail for the small amounts .

of public funding they do get, thisvpbliCy-frame’work seems riecessary. And yet it alsol

- diverts resources and attention from resistance, from a more systemic undetstanding of

ending homelessness—systemic in the sense that it must link to community-based

knowledges and practices (hence a praxis of ending homelessness), not systemic in that it

would require a'system (the previously-discussed infrastructure of homelessness) to end
it.
And yet we do have a system; why has it not succeeded in its goal? Fiona gave a

broad, 'culturally-based explanation:}

Mostly cause people don't want to. Maybe with a mix of people don't know that
it's possible. Like I said, thirty years ago we didn't know how to end homelessness
necessarily, and so I think there's one still perspective that it's not-my problem, or
it doesn't exist, or it doesn't affect me, or those people made such bad choices that
they don’t deserve to have a home... The community has to commit. And this is
true of many-things, not just homelessness [ mean, other social ills. We have a
very American perspectlve of short ferm gains. And so we're not very good at
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long term investments that will yield us the best result in the end... But we've let
ourselves do more than we have to because we refuse to say you know, if we just
ended homelessness, a little bit more money up front, it wouldn't be so expensive
and those people wouldn't be ending up in detox and the emergency room and
crisis care. And I think it's just a cultural thing.*®

The political willpower explanation offered here, while quite pertinent to the survival of
organizations and structures within the shadow state, forces people experiencing
homelessness into a bit of a bind: they remain in the power of the financial state
apparatus, which has a vested interest in retaining not only physical spaces of the city for

capitalist use (hence in direct opposition to the right to the city; partnerships between law

enforcement and “downtown improvement districts” display this motivation) but also in

keeping the reality of home as tantalizingly vague and impossible as ever. When
homelessness becomes just another “social ill,” agency disappears in the long queue for a

system that promises housing but rarely delivers home.

However, when we understand ending homelessness as a resistance movement
that requires a creative response to capitalism, all sorts of possibilities emerge, bringing

with them agency and power. In response to the same question, Kai noted the following:

I think this country has such a strong, strong...investment in keeping that dream
alive, that if you work hard enough you can make it. And [ know that there's tons
of criticism and critique about that, but I think it's still so strong, you know, that
myth, that if folks just work hard enough you can make it here. And clearly we
know that that's not true, that there are folks that have been working super super
hard, and they're not making it. So are we trying to end homelessness without
trying to change the systems that create homelessness? Because I think then you
get into conversations about capitalism, about wealth, right... I don't think
homelessness will end while there's such disparity between the poor and the rich
in this country. And we have this idea that anyone can make it, they just have to
work harder. The meritocracy, yes. So, not everyone who wants to end
homelessness wants to critique capitalism, and I'm not sure if we can do one
without the other.
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Kai’s'"laSt_‘sentirnent succinetly' poeeo the;cnalienge to which solidarity'and resre'tanoe-to~ 3
hornelessnes's‘ reml'ain ‘the answer. Endiri'g"fnor_rielessness, as | have_Stressed:-repeatedly,'-
'can'notvexist in a vacuum; the spatial reality of urban homelessness, so struetured by the
same forces of capitalis'm that neceslsitate the NPIC, deserves ra response that unders'_tands
* homelesstiess as existent' at the intersEct_ion of multiple oppressions, and partieularly tnat
ofa drrninishing. right to live—to have a honre,' regardless of how inhumane that home :
rs—in the urban core. MoreOVer, antiThonlelesSnes's advot:ates don’t Have the luxury of
ﬁghtlng a static problem——-as David. Harvey notes, capltal motlvates uroan renewal
through surplus absorptlon Wthh constantly margmallzes those already on the edge,
where “violence is required to achieve the néw.urban world on the wreckage of the

] dld.”47

| Small, grassroots opera_tiOns such as Peace House, operating in the-shadow of the
shadow state, give' people’experieneingfhornelessness va pnysically safe and emnowering
‘space in the heart of the city to 'r'esist"the spatial reality of homelessness, perhaps |
: begin'ningv a process_ of undoing the constant violence of which Harvey warns. But
:I‘);o'v‘iding hous.ing to mote th’an-a few peopl_e seems neariy :'innpossible' without the heavy
in{?estrnent of either private foundationsor goverMent 'actorsfcreating, of eourse,. a
'catcn-22 in uvhich tlre very infrastructure that supports the spatial reality of homelesénese _
also holds the keys (quite literally) to housing people experiénei_ng homele'Ssnese.- One
way out of this conundrum is to.-follo,w' the ¢all of resi'stanee to neocolonialism and the
negative aspects of th‘e':shadow St'ate as articulated by Rodriguez, Gilmore,'Kai,' and
countless'others by":doubling down onour c“om:rnitment to resisting'homelessness. To do

this, we need to create self-determining space for people experiencing homelessness to
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congregate, educate (Freirean methodology, for example, remains alive and well at Peace
House), advocate, and ultimately end homelessness. Supportive housing, as shown
earlier, plays a key role in this reorganization of place within space, a resource just as
important as an alternative drop-in center for its ability to creaté broader definitions of
home. As a relatively new volunteer at Peace House noted recently, we need more places
like this—but not, I would strongly argue, a system of them, else we recreate the lopsided
wheel that already exists. The power of places that resist the spatial realities of
homelessness lies in their locality and their ability to recreate alternative spaces of home,
a power that would get absorbed into the dominant model of home should they lose their

ability to resist the NPIC.

Working in the shadow of the shadow state means that I, and others who share a
vision of a world without homelessness but also see the dangers of the NPIC, believe in
putting the experience of people “in” homelessness before those of allies, thus creating
environments of solidarity and liberation. This approach lays bare the interconnectivity of
all those who inhabit or occupy urban space in America--where policy normally rules, it
instead suggests creativity; where carefully counted numbers carry the day, it brings a
more qualitative approach; and where exclusive modes of space dominate, it provides a
messy and transformative conviviality rooted in egalitarianism. Resisting homelessness in
this way not only counteracts the ways in which “hqmelessness is a business,” it also
validates the organic aspects of supportive housing—a closely-connected community and
the ideal of the integrated city—and conjoins them with the necessity of fighting back
against hypervisibility, negative stigma, and the loss of public space. And the home(s)

that must materialize through this resistance must inevitably absorb the connections
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between the dominant modes of housing and the spatial realities of homelessness
discussed in this chapter. Turning now to an examination of the creation of home, these
ideas of resisting historical and current structures of spatial inequality to end

homelessness must remain grounded in the creative urgency of a movement of liberation.
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The Creation of Home

They say hoine is where the haté is/My dome is where fate is.

“My 'Way'Home,” 'Kanye West Ft Common (Late Régi&tration,.2005)'

The intersection of indi\;idual" and collective ideas of home with thef physical

structure of housing presents a troublesome and important dilemrna in working to

.under’s_tand and end homelessness. Not only do peOple experiencing homelessness lack a

perrnanent structure to sleep under'at"night,' they also remain excluded from the most
tangible differences_between ‘-‘horn‘ef’_-‘and “housing:’? the most direct buy-in to the
AmericanfDrea'm, an _nnriValed ‘comrnodit'y in the capitalist free market, a unique kind of
protected prit/acy. Horne creates anc_i.-Oper'ates SO many nreanings and connects to so many
discourses of critical American'Studies that naming the irnoortance of horne all at once
would certainly be futile. Instead I hor)e'to ‘s’how the ‘\tN'a')‘f,'-.in.Which some of these
meamngs through individual and collective ¢ creatlons of home have themselves
contributed to the present reahty of homelessness which so many Amerrcans face I want '

to emphasize that hom‘eles'sne‘ss as we kn_ow' 1t today is just as “inevitable” as

. suburbanization, which is to say not at-all inevitable, but rather structured by systemic

choices made in the shadow of “hoine;” To do so, I rely on an interdisciplinary -

 integration. of ideas and information from theorists across the fields of American Studies,

Critical Geography, and Urban Studles in ‘combination thh my own ethnograph1c
1nterv1ews with s service prov1ders and archlval 1nterv1ews through the Minnesota Oral .

History of Homelessness’project.




" formerly defined home has been radically revised in order to'become more inclusive.

37

In considering the connection béetween physical structure and cultural idea, I want

to foreground and highlight the »imbdr_f_a‘niféf_of the singlé-fafnily detached home, a

conﬁégﬁoh made by theorists in both .;Amve:riCan:l'St’Udies and critical ge..o'g_rraphy..’In
exarﬁiniﬁg Vth‘i"s dominéﬁt model of honié,ll_ delve more deeply into the role thaf tying the
cohciept_.of home secﬁrely to thi_svsubiif_b_—éh i‘deal‘piays in racialized coﬁceptions_of the |
nation. But in order to even begin _tha;f dfscuséi’o_n, we have to not only “place” the |
dominant rhodel of home but al:sd zbrdbé multiple épiStemOIOgigs of home. Kathleen
Arnold advocates fo_f this particu_lar'ln‘:l'édé of fésearch whén_ she suggests thét -“ﬁ more
Hofn‘élésS'cdhcéptiOn- of home/homélémd- is not giVing'u-p’-’on_ the idea of home
altogether. but rather reConce'ptualiz‘irig‘ the idea of home in vsu‘éh a way that wha;[

248

While T agree with Afhold"s’urgent call for the reconceptualization of home, my own

intervention here prioritizes the stoties of people experiencing homelessness, an

incredibly relevant way of kriowing the éity not included iri her own analjsis of that

“homeless conception of home.” I intertwine the powerful stories of the Minnesota Oral

History of Homelc’srsness'Proj'ec't to show how a theoretical reconceptualization of home
"must also consider the ways in which the concrete reality of the 'suburban detached home

continues to-Hold sway in both individual and collective miemories and imaginations,

even as'its import in'the ovérall:_ge'og'raphy of a city decreases with the growing trend of
movement foWards 'the‘.u"rb‘a'n c_ore'..By" taking’ Arnold’s theoretical model and rﬁoving it
towards personal and collective his_t‘&ie”s ‘of hornelésanSS,'I"HoI')e to move towafds a
conversatibn that considers “home” “é's accountable to people exp_eriencing 7

homelessnesss.
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To further explore the spatial relationship of the dominant model of home and
homelessness, I then present a geographic case study of the Twin Cities metropolitan
area. Drawing heavily on John S Adams’ thoroﬁgh study of housing sectors in the
metropolitan area, I argue that seeing the social demand for housing alongside the
infrastructure of homelessness within a given metropolitan area shows a clear connection
between the two, and calls into question the role of the home as a commodity that has
increased dramatically in size while family size has decreased. Ultimately, we'cannot
extricate suburban sprawl from the reality of homelessness in all parts of a metropolitan
area, despite the best efforts of some to disassociate homelessness from the fundamental
contradiction of home as a privat.e commodity and signifier of wealth. As such, the
location of homelessness (through where supportive housing and nonprofit sefvices are
built) in the context of Adams’ housing sectors provides a fruitful analysis of this
relationship within the Twin Cities metro. By using a geographic analysis to show one
side of the connection between the dominant model of home and homelessness, I hope to
pull out co_nnectioﬁs that are often hidden, which I hope could in turn inform future

collaboration between regional planning and the work to end homelessness.

Through centering the spatial experience of homelessness, I explore the ways in
which these creations of home have in turn affected the work to end homelessness and
the discourses and policy that surround it. The suburbanization of housing for people
céming out of homelessness, remains fraught with attempts to catch up to the ideal of
home, a process that I call “crunch assimilation” for the way in which it pits the spatial
conveniences of the city against the expectations of the suburban home. Assumptions

about home as the ultimate end of homelessness play out most clearly in crunch
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assimilation, in an analysis that draws comparatively on stories from the Minnesota Oral
History of Homelessness project and Chicago’s Gatreaux Program. Through this work, I
argue that this particular creation of home for people experiencing homelessness
represents an unrealistically teleological process that limits the abilities of people
experiencing homelessness to create home on their own terms. Meanwhile, the rise and
fall of SRO (single room occupaﬁcy) as a viable solution for people experiencing
homelessness deserves consideration as a key example of a spatial model that repudiates
some aspects of “home” while internalizing others. I argue that the inequities inherent in
SRO hotels and housing manifest because of crunch assimilation and the dominant model
of home. Yet I also explore the potential for such design, in a supportive housing
situation, to actively subvert the exclusive and harmful creations of home that create it.
Connectivity and conviviality through use Qf place lies at the heart of this query: for such
housing to recreate home, 1t must fully utilize the urban commons and the poWer of each

individual to create their own space.

The Dominant Model of Home

In an incredibly poignant moment from the powerful Minnesota Oral History of
Homelessness Project, Dallas, a man experiencing homelessness in Duluth, explains his

vision for his future:

My dream is to have a uh a home. I mean, not like a you know like a house. I
mean like you know. How do you get homesick without a home? So a home.
Someplace I can miss when I ain’t there. It doesn’t matter what it is a family or
solo or a one bedroom or six bedroom...someday I want something I can miss
when I ain’t there.*’

If we allow his central question (“How do you get homesick without a home?”) to haunt

our thoughts as scholars and work as activists for some time, it certainly makes any
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A affiliation with the dbminant model of home highly uncomforfable.,This oral history
Sugg_ests that homelessness .ren'iains haqnted_l;y' the hbmeso; coﬁvefsély; Arnold Sug:g'és'ts
that horhele_ssness' occupies a‘space _of u'nhe'im‘lisch,ror'un’cannines‘s in the Freudian sense
for Americvan society at large.”! Dall_és"- words corroborate a.kéy point of A_'rnola"s
critique, that a horie Visv' no’f only a structure but also “invo'lvéé relationshibs; a daily path; '
and daily activities;” as such,l his desire to “miss” something shows the uncanniness of
the situation ah’d-pos’iﬁoningof~hbfne/HOmelessneSs.52'_'Whét we need to asvcertain, then, is.
the material results and outcomes -fr:ox'n,thi_s dialectic of homé andlhorhel'essne'ss, a
territpry largely untouched by Arnold inﬂhe.:.r ot-h'erv-vise_tho'rough analysis. Poli'cy- that
creates home and policy that aims to end homelgssnéss affe;:t one another immensely, but
both tend to operate by COnﬂating th§. material privileges of a detached house VWiﬂ-l the
real neceséities of “home” in a Capitaliét Vcc'mtext,_ implicitly 'demonizing the urban
commons even as the trend of sub'urbaniiation remains in -ré_missi‘on. We have'_to try to
understand and p'rior'iti'z_e the 'otherizeﬁ -Ways o'f.se-eing ithe‘ cify, which juxtapose the
spécter of the dominant mOdel with places that have become recreated as “home” out Qf _

necessity, such as subway bén'ches, abandoned buildings, and shelter under bridges.

Doing so brings the power of the dominant home into clearer view.

Mﬁch has already béenj written onihé negative conééquen’ce_s, some intentional
and others less 50, of the post;Wér housing boom mos't respohsibie- for the creation of
~ “home” as we know it today. The_bfactige of red-lining, Which ranked.neighbpthOds fér
home loan iris'uranée by the fede_ral»"géﬁérﬁrr’i’entfbase'd-'on the racial démogfaphics of the
aréﬁ, thus severely »l-ir-'r.litingra(:ce'ss to"'h'omeoWnérship for people of color, actually bégan ‘

well before the war, with the establiéhrﬁent of HOLC"(Hbme Owners Loan Corporation)
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" in 1933.3 HoweVel, with th'e need to house returning soldiers from World War 11,
housing developlhents that catefed to “the Abefibboned‘_wa'r heéro who warited~hls Vt/ife to
stay home” brought a new'ihtensity to"the dominant model of -home‘.54 The“massive '
addition of si-ngle-fa-.mily subutbarl hoies to the national housing stock ,'during this time
(to the tune of a 7.67 million surplus ef hoxhes in 1950°%) played a crucial role in the
political development of the Cold War; as Wlll1am Lev1tt the largest housmg developer _

“and creator of Lev1ttown,v opln_ed that'_“NQ man who owns his house and lot can be a
'Commhhist. He has too much to do.”5 ¢ “Home” in the suburhan sense was thus created
not only as an eConomic corhm'odity but also a political one. Elaine Tyler May elaborates
on this in her brilliant study. of the era; appyopflately titled “Horheward Bound:”

The house and commodity boom also had trerhendOu\s‘ propaganda value, for 1t '
was those affluent homes, complete with breadwinner and homemaker, that
provided evidence of the superiority of the American way of life. Since much of

the cold war was waged in propaganda battles, th1s vision of domesticity was a
powerful weapon.’’

Not surprisingly, the very acti\le creation qf hofne durihg ~this era eoincided with the
previously-discussed destruction of “skid row” in major Ameri.can clties and a period of
| invisibility for peo‘ple experieneing hdrnelessness. We can thén read this period as
creatlng “home” as an irreplaceable political, ecenomic, and cultural asset V\thich‘ hau'r'lts
the experience of hbmelesshess enough to createvhorhe‘si‘ckhess without a physicallr

structure from which to relate.

- Not only did the creation of suburban homes provide a valuable commodity for
white middle-class families through tax incentives and land ownership, it also presented "
an economic opportunity for those involved in the actualization of the home: “banks,

developers, and construction workers.”*® This multi-facetéd~“commc_)di‘ﬁcati‘on of housing




42 -

(Iinked to the com'm.odiﬁcation ofeﬁeme' thr"o,u'ghv gepder, whieh Hﬁydenexplor_es through
'1"95"0’siera advertisenients of Iiewfé“n:gl_e‘d’appliances for female domestic labor) 'eXtepds

; ferwafds‘ to the 21% eentur'y; in: hoﬁsipg intended for-peopl_e experiencing homelessness.

" Even though mueh"-of the irifrastruetﬁfe dedicated to ending homelessness is managed by
nonprofit organizatidns or government entities; private landlords still play a crucial role 7 |
in the proc'esS, particular in scattered-site housing—the form of housing closest to a

'eonyentidn'al7 idea of“home.”'in'a pafticuiarly clear example; Fiona;, the h"o'usihg advocate

, qgeted in the previous chapter, herself owns 5 property in addition to her own heme, a
“rental duplex” in the séme ﬂeighborhood. ‘Even though she has greet .knowledge of the

- difficulties that face formerly homeless individuals and families through her work, she
-still must maintain the duplex as di-eo'rliiﬁedityi ne‘eding‘to-have the rent paid on time, the
-'place kept relatively clean,- and the néighpors appeased'.through.avoiding “questionable
activity” that might lower property vvalpues{” Sor'neformerly homeless tenants could not
fit ip thir_s situation; Fiona allows that a lmix.tUre of factors led to sorpe ténants leaving,
.including a lack ef support from noﬁpfoﬁfs and that “s'ome of our neighbors are racist.”®
Here, in a case of the 'ab'so'l-Ute' bestr intentiens', the multi-f.aeeted commodity swallows any
possible recqnceptualﬁa’tionof horpe, -_instead r'equ.irin'g-ab's'olute a.dherence to the

.dominant-r'nodel- due to accountability to ‘geographic, economic, and physical standards of '
home. And jest as fhe architecture of th.e’. 1'950’s‘home precluded any alternative
ecOnomice of gender, stmcture '(b’othfphysieal and cultural) and location prevent any of

~ the necessary flexibility needed to end homelessness.

So we find ourselves again with homelessness at the nexus of multiple

marginalizations, this time through the commodification of hbfneownership and the
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resﬁlta_nf neéd to prdﬁt. We can'Brbédly.;say that the cfu_shing expectations of ilome asa -
normalized piece of Americana Havé"_heiped‘ to create the present climate of” |

- homelessness, whére peoble exp_efic’riéihg homelessness know exaétly wflat they don’t
haY¢ and how -unattéingﬁle it is. Arnold’s concept of'uhheimli.ﬁ'c'h‘,'wh_i'(':h appears at first
1o only focus on the relationship of 't'he"state'_;to-hofnelessness,* instead flips tb focus on-the
irela'tic:)nship of the beople to tﬁe materifc'llqinvestmen't in the resource of home. But how -
doesrthis play. out on the planes bf type‘:of housing and location? The-following' lodk at
the geography of housing and home in the Twin Cities sheds rﬁor_e light on how the - |

dominant model operates.

The Spa't'ial"Orgahifzation:of the Dominant Model of Home

I eaﬂier_ alluded "tdth‘e goal of "e‘xa'mining trends Qf hblising and homelessness -
within the metfopblitan area as an‘i"rlnpoir'tant method-towards undersfaﬁdin’g the
Arelaﬁonship between horﬁ"e and 'h'voripe'lésfsness. The ‘geOgreiphi.c patterns of housing
déménd and vacancy provide fertile- groh’hd to-fuse what we have seen so far of the
- material manifestations of homer with a'spatial pattern of suburﬁanizatidn and
diginvegtﬁient tha.t'p'redbminan't'ly sha'ped‘Eas'tefn and MidWestem cities in the iatter ihalf
" of the past-éeﬁturyQ In the Twin Citi‘éé,_‘thn S Adams idéhtiﬁes fhree tiers of suburbs N
growing outward from the central céres- o.,f Minneapolis _and Saint.P'aul, and then diyides
the entire métropolitan area into housing sectors, iliusfréted ‘on map 1 in the aln:)p'endix.. '
Th¢ housiﬁg sectors show the link between the phySical- geograbhy of the Twin Cities and |
the market for housing, particularly as that markét applied ';o the outward growth into the
three suburban tiers, pv'redOmiﬁaintvly in the post-WWII years iﬁt’o-the 1970s as the |

dominant model of home hit its peak: Sectors A;B, and C evolved out of the radial streets
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: éarrying traffic away from downtow.nj‘ Minneépolis, particularly Hfawatha, Nicoll_et, and

Hennepin Avenues; streets such as"F_r'anklinr Avenue, which mns-'eaétJWest‘ between the -

three sectors, were more congested"and' fypica_lly’ carried little economic or social

incentive for crossing sectors.®’ Although the infrastructure that created these sectors -

(streetcar lines, new homies in the inner-ring suburbs, and the removal of proximity to

work dué to the automobile) is no longer visible to us today, the-demand for space in the
search for home in the metropolitan area continues to reveal the relationship between

home and homelessness.

Sector B, identified by Adams as running due s’o'iith of downtown Minneapolis

along the I-:35W corridor and péssing-thfbugh the‘ s'ubu“rb'sv o_’f Richfield, Blobmingtoﬁ,

. Buinsville, and Lakeville; presents the-most intérésting study of this theme-in the Twin

Cities metro area. 'As‘.map 2 iﬁ the-appendix s}iows,’the connection between the physical
construction of home and thé'locationtof"hom‘elés's‘nes's'i‘s notjﬁst-cultural, bﬁt also |
physical along these sectérs. The \i/ast majo'rity;of sheltérs and transitional housing for
peqple coming out of horriele'ssnesﬂs'} 1s l"oéated*in‘ thé'Phi_l'lips-"nei'ghbor'hood, _the innermost

part.of Sector B and the point.of iﬁiti,ation for its vacancy chain. Vacaﬁcy chains provide

an important lens through which to see this pattern; as housing is constructed in the

secorid and third-tier suburbs of the sector, such as Lakeville and Burnsville, population

shifts outward along the lines of the sector; aided in this case by the main arterial of 35W.

-Each movement outward results in vacancies moving progressively further back into the

urban core, until the sector is saturatéd and the chain ends with “demolition,

consolidation into another unit, or permanent Vacancy.”62_‘ Such a process has enormous

| implications for people eXpefiehciﬁg_homélejssncss. In an outwardly-mobile middle-class
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sector such as Sector B, housing'moves beyond its basic function as shelter: and instead -

serves as a commodity that can app'r'e_ciate'in value, thus providing the spatial component

~ tothe pr‘eviouslv-discuswd culturaliapﬁr’opriation of home. And the particularly robust

housing market in this sector left an especially soft urban core behind it, due to vacancy

chains—a core that Adams notes made a home for a variety of white ethnic groups (Irish,

German, SCahdinaviao, and Jewish) through the early 20" century, aod more recently.
American Indians and Soi_JtHeast Asians-..63 The map clearly demonstrates that this space,
f)a.i'ticularl.y'the'.-Phillios neighborhood, alsO‘provides shelter and housing for peoole
experiehcing homelessness, more so than any area of the Twin Cities, demonstrating a

clear spatial connection between the dominant model of home and homelessness.

In the search for economic and cultural value and power through home, size

matters immensely. B'etWeen:_1970 and 2000, the average home size increased by 50%,

* while the average famfly size decreas'ed by 20%,64 Hayden notes that this translates to the

“largest amount of private housing space ever created in the history of civilization.”®’And

just'as-suburban sprawl and homelessness come about from the nexus of both geographic

- and social policy, the _dispar-ity between necessity and reality in home size also has hidden

ramifications for solutions to home_lessness. We know, for example, that large-lot
zoning, the practice of re_s‘ervingﬂland'for'larger homes that make greater profit for

developers, contributes to the lack of affordable housing in general.®® This leads to

disparities across the metrdpolitan area in the location of affordable housing, as-housing |

advocates struggle for even a smldgen of fundlng for affordable housmg in the c1ty, while -
developers can use restrictive zomng 10 ensure that very few multi-use bu11d1ngs w1th

affordable apartments can get built‘_anywhere except areas-at the end of the vacancy
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chain. The disparity in location bétWeen-affordable housing and the dominant model of
home shows a metropolitan area ﬁ}r_idéiihentélly warped at its foundation, and one that
requires a fundamental change in thé'_c'onile'rsation towards, as Don Mitchell puts it, a

" conversation “built on the needs. of the .pbor"e'st and most marginalized residents.”®’

| The archité’ctural Segregatidnfthéit occurs from this dgstmctive 'poliéy also creates |
a set of misihfomatioh about the real ﬁeed for affordable housing, miééonceptions that
foooften find their way infto ofﬁ¢ial- pdlicy enforced by NIMBYisfn, or the préctice of
“not-in-my-backyard” values. Inlone' TWin'Cities Suburb, for example, residents were
asked to ‘r.ally agaihSt a proposed affordable housing development with thinly veiléd
racial iﬁnuendo. The proposed proj:é_c'ﬂ c.‘itiz’ens were fold; would “encourage furthef
deVe’lopmeﬁt of LOW INCOME RiENTAL PRbJECTS”- a'nd,“»fo;ev'er impact é'ur
property \'/ah.les-, sunounding WctlaﬁdS'.’areas_ and our experiences within our small
network of parks.” The document co_ncvl'u‘des with'a truev .‘z'ir‘lger; asking if community
members want their area “to be known as a Corporate Owned'Low 'Incqrﬁe proberty area?
[The suburb] is khown as a “star city."’.-. Jet’s keep it that’way!’-"68 The‘ neéd fof affordable -
housing complements the idea of é hbusin‘g-integrafed me'tfqpolitan area that Linda |
brought up ih an interview in Chapter i; with tfliS information, we cén see thét the |
concentration of affqrdable housing in the soft urban cdre créates a socio-spétial diaie,cti"c
wi'th the corisumption of housing in the outér reaéhes of the sector. In this "si_tuéfion,
which harkens baCk to Edward Soja’s work on the ra‘Cializati'on and ordering of the ¢ity
t'hroug'h the socio-spatial dialeCtic,69p'ercep'ti__ons_ reinforce the poliéy that limits affordable

housing, in turn reinforcing those distorted images of what can and cannot create home.
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- Home, theﬂ; becomes n_bt 6n1§' a commodity for consumption but also ene for
prot‘eetion; through the metho_do.logjy ‘({)f‘NIMBY-ism and the laﬁguage ’o.f -prope‘rty Qalues.
The notice eneemi)aSSes both of‘the 'ﬁfevidﬁsly discussed frames of viewiﬁé . |
-horheleésness: the sacred/profahe ar‘lc'i_‘f-f"[he'SCary cities. In this’ example, the suburb
bec"ohiess'aered space .fhreugh its ‘;surreuhding;—Wetlands areas,” which sdrrjehow would
be threatened by the emergenee ofa ‘.‘low?ir_leome'rental project,” despite the probably '_
pollution alreadyi'oecﬁi'ring" from eXiSfer;_t_ d'e&elo_pment,and auto usage. Me'aﬁWhile, the
_ .city looms large in the background as a space of fear, even though it never receives
explicit mentioh; Tile ver'y. fiotion of I‘lSlI‘lg property values.ﬁorﬁ the influx of “those -
lpeople” -speaks a volume of unsaid weras and deeds, actions that refnain inextricably tied
to the creation of home in the first iiléce’-as a siSac’e_ of racialized pfivile’geand power. Just
as the creation of the dominant model-df,home-“c-iid'little to challenge the racial attitudes
of white’An-lericans;’ﬂ'0 so too has the ehysical expaﬁsion of that idea to an average of
seven rooms per household doné little to address the stark differences between housed
and Unhoused. This case of NIMBYism illustrates how. the bvallooning' of the dominant
model, with all ef its associated heiﬁeoWners associations and mobilized coricern_dver |
property values, has a direct’affeet on’-both'attitedes and 'peliey towarde people-
experiencing homelessness, yet é.netﬁer'-key connection between the opposite ends of this

 sector of the Twin Cities.

‘The link between the size of .new.'develop'me"nt and the lack of home for so many:
creates a notable entry for examining the spatial famifications of homelessness ina
. metropolitan area. This disparity counteracts thé’pbssibili_tjr of building alternative ideas '

of home such as supporﬁfve housing in wayS‘_that‘allow people to create home themselves
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rather than being forced into someb‘ody_ else’s-idea of it. LouAnn, who experienced

homelessness in Illinois, describes her firsthand view of this problematic connection:
As a matter of fact in Illinois Where I lived, there was so-many homes, so many
homes for sale with nobody:living in them. And there was so many homeless -

. people on the street. In Illinois it’s thousands, ten thousands, maybe more. And
it’s a shame that children, bab1es have absolutely nowhere to go.’

In understandmg these disparities and attemptmg to assuage them, partlcularly e_n allocal_- -
level, the spatial frame bécomes absolutely .imperative. The.argum'entrmust»inqt fead asa
. simple polemic againstr those who have the resource'. of housing; réther, as illustrated by‘ |
LouAnn’s experience and the_t of so many ofhers, we must remember to show precisely
how the"cOnsdrﬂption of epace threugn ndusing inlpacts people experiencing |
homelessness in the urban core an_:fl~j'ehe"dverall “he'alth of the rnetropoliten area. S‘hewing'.
the connection on a map, as [ have 'd(-)_ne in this section, is one way to communicate tne
centfal point.of thisr chapter: thaf noni'elessness,‘juSt like suburbanization; 'continue.s due
to the spatial practices of materializing our .desire for home, fhrougn commodification
and consnrnption. Adams’ secforal model of Vac'aney chains, the size and location of
_market-rate vs affordable housing within the Twin Cifiee,'nnd the powe'r.ful'-pus‘h- and pull
of cult‘urdl expecfa‘dons around the loeétion of home all show the .connections that |
compose-a thriving yet disabled metrepolitan area. Disabled from nomelessneSs, yet -

| pulsing"»v('/ith the ﬁOSsibility to end it, should we choose o better understand and atilize
the spati_al connections inhe'rent*i_n thesé manifestations of heme. Stdries_, sucn as‘thos.e |
presented here and-in the next section providevevidence in snpporf of these maps while
addlng the necessary dlmensmn of experlence key in our next goal of understandmg the
| 'process 'of crunch a551m11at10n and its role in- thls spatial relatlonshlp of home and

: homele‘_ssnes,s.
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Material Conrections: Crunch-A's’sim»il‘ation‘ and SROs

Spatial relati’o_ns_ between the urban and the suburban remain frauéht with all kinds :
of cultural implications, organized primarily’around raciéilized interpretations of place.”
The partrcular role played by visible street homelessness in these relatrons can be
. analyzed through séveral lens for our. purposes ‘the most relevant here are the set of
theorres _orgamzed around the'idea of “scary cities,” and Yi-FuTuan’s older (yet still
crucial) geo_g’raphic study of the sacrediand the profane. In the case of scary cities, which
grows;from Mike l)avis’ terrifyingly'prescient social history‘of Los Angeles (Citj/ of
Quartz), homelessness calls for cOntainme'nt, for overpdlicing, and-essentially'serves asa
visceral reminder to a fearful popu'liatio‘n’of' the need to c‘Ontrol space to safeguard the
interests of capitallsm In a recent cas'e-'study of the policing'of people expe'riencing
homelessness in Seattle Steve Herbert and Catherine Becket observe that such -

" individuals are “oftentimes considere’d scary by‘the homed population ” and hence
'banrshment which they show to be not only morally obJectionable but also entrrely
'meffectlve at making anybody safer, becomes a publrcly endorsed strategy.”* Such fear-

i based methods, reviled by activists and many academics but often defended as necessary
by law enforcement remam far too common in Amerlcan cities, and take a -particular toll
on people confined to public space through the crime of “lurking with intent,” which
requires no definition of said intent: Broadly, this control of bodies in lspace shows the

- staying power of -both of these t_heories, the material résults of which have an outsized

effect on housing policy and the creation of home; as we shall see shortly.

These spatial perceptions_ set expectations for the people inhabiting certain spaces,

particularly those which.are already racialized. In a classic example, Thomas Sugrue
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shows the link between perceptions of street-corners populated by black men looking for
work in Detroit and fhe housing and migration patterns of white suburbanites from that
area, based off a conceptual map of the city’s racial geography.” For people experiencing
homelessness in the city, how do these spatial realities and perceptions play out between
locations? Gary, a formerly homeless man interviewed as part of the Minnesota Oral

History of Homelessness Project, shares his experience:

I pretty much said [in previous parts of the interview] everything that I did when I
was homeless and now that I do got a place I’m trying to get myself together a
little bit, quit drinkin so much, but, and I just gotta quit comin into town so much
but every time I come into town I always run into a bottle or get a bottle so I just
got [sic] start stayin home. I gotta get my tv workin right, I gotta get another
converter box cuz just recently someone came in my house and took my
converter, I gotta get another one. Get another one of those I’ll start stayin’ home
more.

In Gary’s narrative, we can see echoes of the discursive power of the “scary cities”
narrative, but the power of landscape comes through much more clearly. The geographer
Yi-Fu Tuan charts the shifts overtime in “sacred” and “profane” values placed on
landscapes, and the ways in which those landscapes contain such values themselves;
starting with the late 19" century, he notes that the “amorphous city” was a profane
landscape, while the middle landscape (which includes areas with the “order of the city”
but also the gardens of wilderness recreation) were “edenic” or sacred.”’ Thus, the idea of
“getting in trouble in town” expressed here shows the expression of a landscape that can
make recovery from homelessness more difficult, through alcohol in this case.
Meanwhile, the “home” located out of town represents safety and refuge from the profane
city. To compensate for the implied boredom of this space, a television, where one might
conceivably watch shows such as Cops or Law and Order that propagate the often-

racially coded value judgments placed on the profane city, is necessary for entertainment.
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. The $patial realities and ldcatiorial- pel_itics of homelessness thus er(tend to housing
airned at _endirrg. the eonditioh.'Desﬁite _Gary’s perception that “town” gets him in treuble,, '
the reason that he’s presently 'lacking.-adéduate entertainment: undermines the uvhole
dichotomy, sir’rce somebody broke ihto,his haven o‘f safety in the sacred space of the

suburb. Meanwhile, the vast majority of supportive services for people coming out of

_ homelessness remain concentrated in the urban core, as the map in Appendix 1 illustrates. -

Well-documented holes in suburban transportation and access to resrources
notwithstanding; supportive housing sirhp‘ly defeats its own purpose if it only serves to

shuttle someone into an isolated setting. And yet, each time_somebody moves into a new

K structure they once agam create home in thelr own umque way. Stories such as Gary’s

© serve to remmd us the role that understandmgs of space and place play in such creations

of home, and how understandings of home that stem from the exclusive policies of the

19505 still dOminate' the work to end homelessness.

‘For Very'understandable' reasons, housing programs for'pedple experiencing
hdmelessness often extend te sub_urban areas. After all, we ought to lhave an integrated
metropolitan area, _and all people,--inciuding those eoming out»-.of homelessness, should
have the ability to' move freely between locales accordiﬁg‘to their desires. Additionally, '

outlymg parts of the metro area sometlmes make more sense economically and

‘ practlcally as well; the vacancy rate in aneapohs hit.a low of 1. 8% in the summer of

2012 while rental ava1lab111ty in lower-densrty ‘Saint Paul and the outlyrng suburbs was

- signiﬁcantly-higher.7_8Howeve_r, suburban areas also rernain the stronghold of the

dominant"modelr of hoine, and oftén don’t take kindly to architectural or cultural

- reconceptions of that idea, often dis’playing*res'istanee through expressed and implied
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NIMBYism. When people recovering from homelessness get placed in housing that
isolates them from perceived harmful influences; as in Gary’s story, they also become
agents in the creation of home, adding'?theif' own story to the narrative that encélmpasses

both Levittown and SRO hotels.

Gary’s story élsbillustréte’_é the ways in Whic.h.laridscape and expecfédtiions play
into the location 0ij homelessness. In locations Whére the dominant model of home |
| r‘éma_ins cdmplétély"entfehched’ both physicall); and culturally, homelessness becomes an
abérr'atic'm;.a' “hidden” ptbblem, 'usdal"l'}-/,cons'fructed‘in tﬁe terms of that sbaCc.79_T his
leads to crunch -assimilatibn; a ferm that needs s'orrie-uripécking‘ here. “Crunch” implies al
visceral, material éollisioh caused iay two foréés’ meéting one another at some speed. By
‘contrast, we tend to think of assir-rﬁ_lati(')nl asa longer, slower process caused by the
constant erosion of one set of values _ih'toithe, do‘r-hinair_lt, hEgemonic force. -Crﬁnch '
aésimilatidn; fhen, features a'sp_cd-ﬁpi'p:r'oc'ess of ass’i‘rhi'lati(:)n caused by the matérial and
spatial reality of the dom'_inant n‘z.Odel Of home. When thc sbatiél realities of .homelessness,_
including a lack of privacy, the '-sup‘eri'mpbsition.of asti gmafiEZed existence onto the urban
landécape, and above all location a"t'_ thé :n_exus of spacé-based inequ\alitie‘s, are quite
literally fc.>rce'dr into the sfructure'::hﬁd:g’cOgraphy'of the ﬁon-ﬂexible home; crunch
assimﬂation -occu"rs. Suéh a sitU_atibn do’eé”hot take always take away from peoplé’s .
ability to jndivi_d'ually and _colléétiVely ‘create home; rather, as the évxamples and following
4'di>scuss'i>or’i show, ’pepple coming out of ‘h'om,elessness often successfully haviga:te this
-terrain; However, the"'Way. in'which the dpminant mod¢1’ of hohl_c: becomes the.definitive

~ “end” of homelessness in situations of crunch assimilation show a too-often teleological




. 53

~ process, and raises importantque‘Stio_ri_s_' about the politics of location, comrrrunity, and

material tesources within a mietfopolitan area.

- One way to see crunch assimilation at work comes-from the cultural assumptions

made material by the location of hou:sin'gprograms. Lou Ann, a woiman experiencing
‘homelessness, describes her experience in a transitional housing program in the suburbs

of Chicago:

.:In'one way it was better than where I was, butin another way it made me very
111 because their demands were, like, impossible. From morning until, well, I had
until my- daughter got out of school, I had to go out and look for work every day,
which I can uriderstand, OK. But when you go out for work every day and you
spend 6-8 hours on the street walkmg, walking, I got very sick in the fall. Three
times I came down with bronchitis. 80

In LouAnn s story, we see assumptrons about work and poverty, ideas that too often

became legltlmlzed through pollc1es such as workfare But complementlng the relﬁcatlon
of racialized expectations of gender and work here are the ramifications brought on by
crunch _assimilation. Spatial mismatch theory tells us that more low-level rétail jobs exist

in suburban areas; but without transportation, how does someone moving directly from a

'suburb expect to find such work? LouAnn’s exa’r'nple shows that the home doesn’t simply

imply structure or location, but also a set of values about transportation, privacy, and
employment, a very narrow window that,cah’t possibly include all who need the benefits

of home.

The values and exp'ecltations' of the dominant model of home shown through thése .

stories bring back shades of a housing program that also employed what I would
characteriie as crunch assimilation. The Gatreaux Program, operating in Chicagoland

(perhaps in some of the same areas that LouAnn lived), 'WOuId later inspire the HUD’s
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-»Moving to Opportunity (MTO) prdgrgim,'bOth of which attempted toéddr’eéé tacial and
residén;cial' iﬁequality by moving low=income black fémilieS IOn public ho'hsing'assiStance
to mofe afﬂuent subﬁrban'_ areas. The o;iginal mbdel, enacted-in 1981 (15 y'ea'rs.after é
lawsuit by tﬁe 6‘rga’nizer Dorothy'GhtfééﬁX); called forr'bl'acl:k' residents to receive h()usiﬁg
- in ce'nsus‘traéts whex;e the black populatioh was under 3 O%,.' iﬁ an attempt to diréctly
combat residential segregation.®! Théconcept, that families who moved out of so-called-'r
“blighted” areas would have greater é&ucaﬁ'onal’ and economic 6pportunities, relied on
sorﬁe of the sarﬁe asSutnptioné thaf éome out through LouAhn’s sfory. Indeed, the
Gatreaux program"initially focused on placing families in more affluent parts of the city
or older inner-ring suburbs due to 'inafd‘equate trah”spdrt'ati,orf farther o'ut.g2 Bo'th‘ Gatreaux
and MTO, which follbwgd:ir_l the 19905, .endor.se av rﬁodél of homé' and agsimilation that
harkens back to the .arguments'o'f.Wikﬁ.iarjri Lévitt and cher eérly developers of the
suburban home: a place that pulls everyone towards a range df “acceptable” behavior,
thus liﬁiting the agency 6f ind_iVidlials and families in’cr'eating.a home that best suits
their needs. Also implied, again, is the inherent “profanity” of the urban_aréas frorﬁ which
_fhe families came ofig'inally, a set of political assx:lmptions fabouf human being’s (housed
and unhoused) that falls more into the pdth of the “culture of poverty” theory than

4‘ anything else. In thésebxémipleS, assimilation into the maiﬁStream workforce and
ec‘onomyr comes thrt)ugh the physidal"rélocatioh of “homé,” lending a finality and

expediency that résults.in crunch assimilation.

N\

" But simply' moving someone into-a house does not create a home. Multiple : ‘
participants in the Minnesota Oral History of Homelessness project referenced

pr_ograminatic limitations or guides to newfouhd housing. Gary, in passing, mentions that o ' |
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he attends his'b'f‘hohsing classes” on some kind of régular schedule.? And Dellas, recently

homeless.in Duluth; explains one ofh_i_siohallehge's' that comes out of a restriction on.
“home™: -
Smce it’s been cold though my famlly has been' hke really makmg sure-that [ got

somewhere to go. But again like I'said I’m not trying to risk that. You know cuz -
they’re on programs that I could be puttmg at risk. Yeah B4

Dallas would still technically appear as homeless on a census if he stayed with his.family,

earlier specified to be his baby brothe'r:a'nd his 'famny. He also astutely points out the "

' diseonnect‘betweeﬁ rezility and policy:here: while the ma'jofity of homeless services have'

fully embraced housing first and harmréduction, people coming out of these situations

still interact with other systems of government support, Which may carry restrictions that,

in this case, can lead to someone spending the iiight in a northern Minnesota park in the

coldest months of the year. So 'd'espi’te the effort to fit everybody into the dominant and

supposedly attainahl‘e model of home,-crunch assmiliation works to exclude atnearly

every possible opportunity and'stifles attenipts at creating alternative forms of home.*

I have thus far shown the waﬁ in which the-dorminant model of home, created and

recreated again by the process of crurich-assimilation-and presenting itself as the only

logical end to homel'essnes'"s,'bloeks' aih}'?thi'ng like a “homeless reconception of home”

while also’perpetﬁating'some of the StruCtures of spatial inequality that cOntinue harming

people expenencmg homelessness in all locatlons It now becomes imperative to- explore

‘the conceptual and matérial p0551b111t1es of that alternative creation of home whlch

occurs when people'ex’periencing hormélessness have the ‘opportunity to take 'agency in

their experience of home. In my interviews with homeléessness advocates, words s_uch.as_

““stable,” “decent and adequate,” and:so on came up often in describing the ideal home.*




56

However, they also carried a keen a_wférrén’ess- of the power of home, often recognizing the

‘harmful conflation between material strocthre and success both financially and

" emotionally. Linda told a particularly powerful second-hand-story: =

. One of our educators one of our guys who's experlenced homelessness who talks
to groups.. hlS belief is personally that home is not a phy51cal space, we sort of
create 1nternally about where we find comfort and peace and he talks about being

temporarily displaced as opposed to homeless, because you're dlsplaced from a
physical:structure but you're not necessarlly w1thout home.*’ '

Ihterventions such as the one made -here' help to destabilize the dominant narrative of
home, while offering an honesf recorr"Ceptiializotion of horrielessness that subtly conneets
rt ro the hegemonic nature of home: If we »take the viewp'oint and experienc'_e of the
educator in this ariecdote, it seems that the end of homelessness will not come-with the -
expansion of the oomi'n'ant model of home to-ihclude everyone, but rather with the |
recognition that we can Iive out horne'in rhultiple ways, and that the physical structure )
and location of home must i‘nste’adzhe' co'mpletely'remade and rec'onceptualried to. not
only hold stabi_lify and safety, hut also the potential for ihchlsive support through the

social and geographic supports of the city.

" As people experiencing homelessriess move through_the process of ereating home,
be rhat iri SRO housing, transitional' hoUSing, or:support.ive'housihg in a variety of L
_structures, the spatial options .becor'rie more :plentiful, makrng the creation of home itself
appear more’ope’n-en'ded. R'e’ginalld; a:forrh'eﬂy homeless man interviewed aiothide his
wife Avis, explains: . -
I found myself horheleSs 1 werit into'a shelter. From the shelter, I went .-int'o an
efficiency. From the efﬁmency apartment, I'went into a 1-bedroom, public .

housing. ‘From 1-bedroom public housing to a 1 bedroom market rate, section 8
program where r ve been for the last 3’ years :
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While this process follows the soxh‘c_:@hbt teleological pathway to home that I critiqued
earlier, it 'als’o allows for the indi\'/_,idu'al. creation of home at multiple levels. T—nis is not a'
stOry‘bf crunch assimilation, because Reginald and Avisicreated home of-‘th'eir own

.a'gene'y and volition rather than being forced into a dominant model that may or may not

have fit them.. In describing their current: liying situation, Avis focuses on jstabili‘ty,-.

warmth, and the less taiigible aspects of home mentioned earlier by adVbcat_é_s:

We have a 1-bedroom apartment that we have been in for 3 years. It has a
beautiful bed- 11v1ng room that is as big as the place we ‘stayed-in once before. We
have warm curtains and warm furnlture 'We havepots and pans. We have heat
and food and a refrlgerator And, we have a lot of love in our house.®’

Examining home as a-physical structtiirjé_br dot on a map too often leaves out these ‘
intricacies that can méan the differ'ence"betweeh,agency in the creation of home or a
return to homelessness due to overly strict requirements or situations of crunch

assimilation. And yet, proximity of support through density still_makes an enormous

| difference', bringing this example back to the side-effects of the size of housing. Avis and

Reginalds® success story-is rife with examples that dve.monstrate the importance of this

locational suppoft, from the institutional and community support of a nearBy churchto -

the-ability to get a “shopping bag full of booksfor $2” from the central Minneapolis

library.*® One'p‘art'of this creation of ‘hom'e is the ability to create, as Doug,"a housing

“advocate, put it, g place that [you] can'goto and make ch01ces about...what that place

looks like, and when they can come and go. ”91But the spatial element, the avallablhty of
support and commUni_ty, is the glue that"hol_ds.together these stories of recovery—a
connection that again highlights the importance of understanding homelessness in

conjunction with large constructions of home in'edge cities and suburbs.
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The Role of the SRO

SROs, or single-room occupancy hotels/buildings, enter into this conversation
with a long past as the main “culprit” behind the American skid row. However, they also
present an important opportunity to expand the definition of horﬁe through their
connection to the social and geographic supports of the city, connections realized through
the recognition of difference and the conviviality of the commons. A reconceptualization
of home, as I have advocated thus far, necessarily must not address only the cultural
implications of structure, but also the spatial and physical ramifications of size. An ideal
SRO situation would successfully integrate with the urban commons, present an
alternative to the exponentially increased consumption of space for housing, provide the |
stable and decent home required for people recovering from homelessness, and reverse
some of the processes of crunch assimilation by embracing the spatial conveniences of
the city rather than the fear and isolation driving that other process. Together or apart,
high-density low-space housing provides an equally important creation of home, and one
worth examining for its contradictory role in the movement of urban capital and thé

alternate spaces of home they create.

Dense housing situations, particularly those of supportive housing, can force the
actualization of the inverse of crunch assimilation—that is, instead of an expedited
withdrawal from the profane city, a direct and constant engagement with that space by its
inhabitants. SROs necessarily form the extreme end of this spectrum, as a structure with a
history of inequality just as deeply ingrained as that of the suburban single-family home,
and a good deal more obvious to the eye. One important part of the story about SROs is

their role as the concrete enforcer of the home/homelessness connection. Creating home
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in the privacy of the detached dwelliirig{remainsthe most supported-of all such endeavors,
and remains so due to the oft-forgotten‘role of g'overnment described earlier. By"contrast,

;formerly homeless man living in-an» SR_O_ 1n'.Sa1nt Paul, descnb'es theenvnonment:

© Actually, it’s a very austere place It’s 51m1lar to a jail cell. I have a room that’ s
eight by ten...and the rent’s only $165, so I just can’t seem to leave...I have a
desk, a bed, a dresser, and ah; it has'a community bathroom. But, uh, it’s cement
floor and cement walls. So that’s- fairly austere: I try tolive there, but they really
don’t like péople living in the rooms. ‘They want you to move on. So, I wind up,
I’ve failed about 50 out of 52 room 1nspect10ns for clutter and boxes and too
much stuff.*?

SROs appear as the polar opposite’ Of‘home' rec-all the description'from intervievvs with
advocates that stressed safety, adequacy, and stab111ty However the removal of agency
in this particular mamfestation of home comes hot from the size or location of the |
housing, but rather from the'r'eStrictions(no clutter, no ;boxes) imposed upon that
structure, thus sharing a root prob_lem'vvith the earlier eiiamples_of crunch'assimilation,
wherein the limitations of dominant understandings of home ‘prevented the subversion of

that model.

Size and location it turns out, are'nOt the problem. with SROs. -Such a revelation
helps to destroy the myth of the sacred-and profane while also speaking-against the faux
inevitability of suburbanlzation and the teleological road to home Smaller spaces which

| certainl'y do not have to create the carceral feeling of Stan’s SRO, lend themselves to
'unusual uses in the'cr‘eat_ion of h-Ome,'~ whichjalready by definition destabilizing the

- dominant model and structure as the physical polar opposite. lnoUr interview, Kai noted - -

that “there’s always been a lot of -c‘reati‘vity _aSSOCiatedvvith sharing space, smaller

spaces;”93.this ability to introduce c’o‘mr‘nunity and proximity to the recovery from.
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homelessness remains key to breaking out of the model that extends an exclusive norm
rather than creating an empowering structure. As with supportive housing (explored in
the previous chapter), SROs use spatial constraints to present the opportunity fo redefine
home in a more inclusive way, a statement that may seem paradoxical given that these
buildings contain far less physical space with which to create home. But through two

processes, the recognition of difference and the conviviality of the commons, SROs

contain the possibility of an important reorganization of home in the city.

Recall that in situations of crunch assimilation, people experiencing homelessness
are expected to conform to a “one-size fits all” locational housing solution. Mixed-use
zoning, and SROs specifically, recognize the different roles that housing plays: in other
words, housing becomes far more spatially utilitarian, less of an economic asset and more
of a physical one. While SROs, like the single-family detached home, prescribe the use of
space, they run decidedly counter to the dominant model of home, and thus legitimize the
presence of people experiencing homelessness in the city, affirming their right to the city.
But instead of affirming that right without addressing it, a common critique of shelters,
they also allow the creation of a home that has multiple ways of engaging community.

Fiona observed some of the differences accommodated through SROs:

...single room occupancy is a legitimate offering, and for some people that's all
they want or all they need. They don't do well with a lot of space on their own,
they do well in a place that has a little more intentional community cultivation. I
don't think you can really go wrong with single room occupancy, but in
neighborhoods these days, they just tore down the old SRO building near me. |
mean, it had been closed for years, it was some kind of old rooming house, and
they just demolished it finally. You know, no one can go in and build an SRO.
And so I think that we need to have a broader acceptance of the kinds of housing
that people need. A relaxation of codes, like not every building that serves a
bunch of people who are, you know, recently coming out of homelessness needs




61

to have a parkmg lot with enough space for everyone to have a car cause not
- everyone's going to have acar. A

:»The economic and spatial efﬁ_c1e'nc1es _0'_f~. S_RO‘s,'_combi‘ned with the revolrrtiona_ry
possibility to build proximal comr'hunity acroés differen‘ce'—imaginean economically’
integrated SRO—present a corivincing case for the in'creased'use of these structures. But
what about the problem of{sROs a‘stseg’reigating and spatially containing homelessriess, a
narrative that goes baCk to Davis, remains deeply rooted in NIMBYism and © scary
c1t1es >and is alluded to here by Fiona? SROs cannot s1mply reconceptualize home
through their sole existence, and even the briefest of looks at Skid Row show ways that
the structure can, rather than co’uhtera'c‘ting crunch assimilation, do the work of iirban '

capital by warehousing people experiencirig homelessness.

_ Fortunately, this analysis does tiot dead end into a set of assurriptions about SROS"
that ignore their potential .transformatiori .of the meaning of home. I want to introduce a
connection between this particular form of -housing and the urban commons, & linkage
that in turn connects;back to my earlier use of Ivan Illich’s theory of 'convi'viality asa
way to understand the power of Peac'e.HOu'se’s Ihor_iest and “autonomous” ihteraction of
_peopl'e with their environment. First, in conéidering the urban comrnons and -their. role in

the milleau, let us take David-Harvey’s recent definition:.

The common is not to be cohétrued, therefore, as a particular kind of thing, asset
or even social process, but as an unstable and malleable social relation between a
particular self-defined social:group and those aspects of its actually existing or
yet- to-be- created social and/or physrcal environment deemed crucial to its life
and hvehhood There is, in-effect, a social practice of commoning. This practice
produces or establishes a social relation with a common whose uses are either
exclusive 1o a social group-or partially ot fully open to all and sundry.”

Part of the “social practice of commonning” by definition rejects the warehousing of

people, as that prevents thém from intéracting with the environment, in this case the




62

| social or physical home created by ;h_igh-"c_iensity 'housin_g-in the city. 'Instead., SROs and
'other similar forms of supportive hO’nsing:-fortify the urban'eommons.,’i unstable as they '
~are, by essentially making the physwal env1ronment of the 01ty ‘crucial” to the lives of
. the people who live w1th1n This is accomplished through the geographic prox1m1ty of
supportive services, as well as access'itoiamenities associated with the c‘ommons suchas
parks and lihraries. The definition of home thus expands beyond the immediate eonﬁnes
.of the SRO to in'c»lude these public poss'e.sLsiOns.,. a stark contrast to the‘hyperprivatiaation
“of home in situations of crunch assimilation. Ideally, this increasing of the commons
would in turn augment the “autonoinous and creative intercourse among persons” with
" their environr_nent, returning again to‘-iiliieh’s argument for conviviality. Earlier, I posited -
‘Peace House as a place where conikiviality. br_e'éds solidarit‘y and resistance to |
homelessness; here,.the argument comes full circle'.in'shOWing'that, through this sarne
ideal of conviviality, SROs can utiliZethe urba'n' commons to present an alternative vision

of home that subverts and resists the present reality of homelessness.

The movement of urban eapital, ina proeess of “creative destruction,” constantly
transforms the order of the 01ty and ultlmately 1nh1b1ts the abihty to form that key
‘connection between structure and commons. % In anneapohs for example this creative
destruction cirCum'ser'ibed'the landscape of the*Phillip’s- neighborhood through the -
| predomlnance of two highways (35W and 55) and klckstarted the vacancy chains that
exerted a strong outward pull over the resources of the area..So it is perhaps over-
idealiSti’clto'1mag1ne’.that the reCognition'of dlfference.through physical structure can in
turn ignite a proc'ess of re-envisionin‘g:'honie that 'implicates not just the immediate

surroundings of an SRO, but the entire plan and-layout of a metropolitan area. However,
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the interviews presented here shovu that both hdmeleSSness 'a'dvoc,ates.l. anct r)eOple
experiencing homele-ssne'ss see and ?uridefstand a need to create a-more inclusive home,
.and‘-r_eeOgnize SROs, when done ‘suppo'rtively' and correctly, as a viable solution to the
~lack ef Eafford'al')le”housing with vt/hich"itdereate’ home. B-'y doing so, and fdcusing on

_ 'cre"at'ing‘spaces for-conviviality and'th_e,iﬂourish‘ing of the commons, the power of
communities in resisting the loss .‘o'f ':spa(':e comes o'ut not enly through explicit action, but

also through the implicit spatial structures of a more open"creationo'f 'hc')'me.
- Conclusion

In presenting this c'hapter', I haVe sought to make-uisible, complicate, and add to
the cennections-between home and hOmelessness. These eonneetions, as the examples
illustrate, are cultural and physical;fuiscerél and imaginative. Just as ending homelessness
through a movement ‘deyoid' of—aWéireness of its Unique‘position at the junetion of
multiple inequalities and enpressionsfc.atnnot b_e-effecti\?e, so too must the response to
homeléssne'ss attempt to understand the many sr gnificances of home. A movement 'that
hiéhlights the weys in which all inhabitants .of an urban area remain 'connected-despite
drastlcally different levels of engagement with the domlnant model of home begms to
create a holrstrc path to- endrng homelessness on a more eonnected and 1nterdlsc1p11nary

level.

Most important, however' is that home can be lived out in an astounding array.of
. ways, ‘and that these mamfestatrons create all kinds- of new spat1a1 and cultural
knowledge—hence the “creation” ofhoime. When the dommant model of home ‘that

which centers around‘oWnership,:1_0w-'dens'ity, and detached structures, ovérp’owers the
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individuél agency of people experiéncigg_h(')melessnes's to create their own structure, thén
- 'cfu'nch asSimilatiqn oc’éurs. This procesé, a new frame in which to spatiélize not only the
hyperi/isible conditions of L:lrban hornelessness but also the less-visible realities of
pfecarious'housing"outsid'e' of the urbgn"'éore, in turn allows the mapping and theorization
of connections betweéen largef suburb'én'd‘evelopr’nent"and vacancies as they relate
specifically to homelessﬁess. As my ir;terv.iews with adVocates suggest, ending

| »h‘omelessneSs‘ is iess aboﬁt-ekpanding that dominant model of home aﬁd more focused on
créatihg the spacé for multiple ways of -h'dﬁle to coexist within the structures of housing. -
The reconception of home suggested'hgre also calls er urban space that utilizes the
commoﬁs, prioritizes spatial proxirﬁity, énd--‘aééépts diffe'rre"nc‘e, a11 pfactic’esthat would
also ameliorate the hafmﬁJl'II)ractiéés:of"cruIi‘ch assimilation that occur through the

dominant model of ;hdrﬁe. i

Peter Marcuse, in categorizir;“g" the _facfors most 're'spons'ible for the h’ousing cfisi's '
of today, considers the “propagated myfhqu homeownership, seeing ownership as an
investment ent_i_tled‘té'% s_pe‘culati\}e proﬁt rather than pr(')vidi'ng houéing servicg; td its
occupant,” as equally important to the commo’diﬁ_catioﬁ’pf said housing aﬁd the
inability/refusal of government regula’£i0n of private p_roﬁ’t.97 His poiht rings frl_"le from a

. sociopoiitical stapcé;‘in-many 'ways_, my project attemf)t"s to move his asse‘rtioni of the
dominance of this mddél béyorid' an jcc-o’n(:)mi'c énaiysis-aﬁd more towards a séf_ of stories V'
that play out both sp'atitally and éﬁeéddfally, lending credence té the lived exf)eriences of
'peoplé for whom the dominant mo'dél of home has not-always been an option. These h
stories, displayed 1nthls chapt-'er_a's‘ e\fideﬁcé that makes clear the connection between

home and homelessness while also e'x'pl»ic_ating'its' role in creating the warped foundations -
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of the metropolitan area, require the creation of a more inclusive space, structure, and
locational belonging, which represents a combination of Arnold’s call for a homeless
reconceptioﬁ of home and the possibility for places such as Peace House to anchor this
change.r Marcuse’s focus on the myth of ownership as one of the vital roots to the housing
crisis (and, by extension, homelessness) do raise the question that begins the final
exploration of this project: How do we know what we do about “home” and
“homelessness,” and how do cultural forms again cement this often-hidden connection?
Ownership, privatization, and the desperate “hue and cry” that forms the Right to the City
all inform the next chapter, which traces the cultural knowledge of that key intersection

of the intersecting ideas and concrete junctions of home and homelessness.



66

Everything Must Belong Somewhere: ‘Rébre"sentations' of Home. and Homelessness

Just leave the restless ghost-in his old hotel/leave the homeless man in his

cardb‘oard cell.
“I Must Belong Spmewhere,”iBl_'i'g'ht'Eyes (Cassqdqga, 2007)

‘How do,r,we make sense. of the cprnplicated connections between home and
Thomélessness laid forth in the two pfe\"/i()"us chapters? In this chapter, I attempt to explere
multiple historical moments of Home and homelessness threu‘gh an interdisciplinery
cultural critique. In ”doing 50, 1 engége with and add another layer to Celine-Marie '

Pascale’s analysis of the discursive creation of nomeiessness;' a landmark article that
.remains central tomy own thinking about the relationship between cultural-production
’and pohcy- Through a thorough examlnatlon of representatlons of homelessness in fhree
key newspapers (the New York Times, Washzngton Post and Los Angeles szes) from the -
vearly 1_98075 to the m1d 1990°s, Pascale pinpoints the connection betwe_en a discourse that
dis'c_:iblines pe’o"ple experiehcing.homel'e‘_sSness and the economic reality Qf'the exclusivity
of herne as a necessary cor’nmodity._%: Using »Pa_seale’s work as a starting place, 1
.int_roduc':'e outside texts from ﬁlrn; telévision, and literature that portray home and
homelessness in key cultural monienis. ThrOugh exnlering the’di-sc‘ursive knowledge.
 created i these texts, I hope to further solidify the material connection between the
creation of home and the economic ._and- geograbh{c reality of homelessness that so many

people face. -
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Representations of homelessness inform and are informed by the dominant model
of home and its connection to the spatial reality of homelessness. The key concepts that

structure this representation are order, belonging, and fit; the different sections of this

chapter in turn explore each of these concepts as they relate to the key texts. However, in
order to consider more contemporary representations of home and homelessness in this
dialectic of representation and policy we need to first consider the changing
representation of homelessness throughout the 20" century. The early conversation
around homelessness placed people experiencing homelessness firmly at the mercy of the
spatial forces around them, structuring the discourse first around the order of the city
through the confinement of Hobehemia and Skid Row as seen through Nels Anderson’s
early ethnography The Hobo. Later, as the hypervisibility of homelessness in urban space
came to the forefront, people experiencing homelessness were shown as confined to
certain environments, reflecting the loss of public space and the racialization of key
spaces already highlighted in the previous chapters. These representations of belonging,
order and fit, shown through two key theatrical performances of the 1980s (Bag Lady and
The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe) highlight the importance of the
home-homelessness connection and the ways that representations of people experiencing

homelessness also structure our ideas of belonging inside and outside of place.

Questions of belonging haunt the attempt to place home and homelessness
through cultural forms. We can construct belonging through the lens of an imagined
community, where citizenship becomes less a matter of actual legality and more a desire
to incorporate within the structures that create national consciousness and identity.”

Alternately, we can theorize home, as Lisa Lowe does, as a more fluid entity, a structure
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that comes about fon dl-ffe'rent 1mm1grant communities th’ro_ughnon-s’te-lte focused °
institntions'and rathef through the 'nbilityvtlo ‘ltr_ansfef cultuml»nortns i.nto anew co_ntext.loo
" Both ‘Lowe and Amnold’s coneentio'ri_s of belonging get at the link ,betvtveen a discourse
that emphasizes economic individualism and the need for the protections and valldations |
) of collective structures such as citiz'enship, and, I would add here, home. Pascaleeapt'ures
_ this conundrum when she argués that -“.Ho'-me'lessness does not so much draw atten'tion to
alack of housing-ras it does a lack of so_c'ial- networks and a laek of belOnging-; .. If people
- areno 'longer at home when those éround‘them fail to undefstand their feelings,
behaviors, and mot1vat1ons then truly, people who cannot afford housmg are not at home
in the Umted States.”'! The al1enat1on expressed w1th1n this 1nterpretat1on of the
relationship o'f~home/homelessnes‘s"' h'z,i'f-kens baek to-the q'uestion engaged in the previous -
.chapter of how one eg(pefienees homésickness without a home. Tt also provides an |
excellent frame in Whieh to examine texts that engage both home tind homelessness,
setting up the opportunity to plaee’belonging ﬁrmly in the tension between the 'c'reation of
home and the matérial COnditi‘ons of homel'essness. Exam.inations'of Robert McCloskey’s
- Homer l’rice canon‘and the‘fllm Avalon (dir.'-Ba:rry Levinson, 1990) engage this frame in
considering how rep_feSentations of \h_om-e reflect mater'ialrrejalities of homelessness.

An underl'ying concept v&"zhich‘i heretOfore has not corne out ils that of order. Order
ex1sts both mtemally and externally to the: dlscussmn of the creation of home and its
effect on homelessness The desire for space pr1vacy, and some kind of secunty order
manifestations of both home and homelessness as shown by the requirements of home
stated by the adeeates? inte’rvie'wed i'n-the previous chapter. David Harvey argues that

this desire is mediated through'the pursuit aﬁd accumulation of capital in the city, through
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the process of creative destruction".also_.m_entioried ear'lier.: He notes that “a-}-)olitical '
ecohomy of mass dispo'ssessi'on, of jjredatOry practices to the'poi_nt of daylight robbery;
oarticularly' of the poor 'arid'\/uliierable 'f.'the uhSophisticated‘ and the le‘gally UnproteCted—
has becomes the order of the day 102 He suggests that in order to env1sron a just 01ty,

- place that takes to heart Lefevbre’s “hue and. cry ’ for-the right to its _s_paces; the
relati‘oriship of_ people to place must'serve asa commoxi*bondlv03 , perhaps"a gentler but-
equally effective idea of *‘occupying’-’i urban.space thah that of the Occupy movement,
which at moments disblayed what Harvey terms the “collective power of bodies in”public
| space”but at_othersshowed so'rne of the. same ability to dispossess and r'narginalize |

people experiencing homelessness.

Harvey’s analysis, building on Le‘ferbvr'e and other Marxist scholars of _space and
place, clearly shows.the way that the order of the vcity'impa.cts homelessriess,and its
cultural and 'geogr'aphic_place within the'metropolitau area. In examining the movie The
Soloist (2009, dir. Joe Wright), I pull'outinstances where the possibilities of home for
somebody exper1enc1ng Lomelessness are limited and contrrved to fit th1s sense of order |

in the city. This ties back to both prev1ous chapters as | show the ways in Wthh the order
of the city limits both-the creation of home and the ability to creatively end homelessness,
enabling both the’ nonproﬁt industrial complex'ahd the dominant model of home.
However this sense of order goes beyond the macro-level and moves into the home _

~ itself, as demonstrated by Akiko Busch in her book Geographzes of Home. She- argues
that'order, wh10h she frarnesm terms_of fit, goes bey_ond~the phys1cal to mclude the
“moral and social,” and-that “in our increasingly pluralistic, and often chaotic world,

finding this sense of fit is ever more important.”'® Where do people experiencing
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homelessness “fit” into this conception of home? I will consider Busch’s ideas of internal
ordering of the home in ligﬁt of both Harvey’s understanding of the city and information
from my interviews with housing advocates. In addition to looking at The Soleist, [ also
examine James Mollison’s photographic essay Where Children Sleep, a text which I read
as complicating some of Busch’s proclamations of order and fit by adding transnational
and multicultural perspectives. Finally, I consider the hip-hop artist Macklemore’s pacan
to the multiple ways in which people experience home in the city. “City Don’f Sleep” is
at once an aWareness-raising song about homelessness, but also an angry rant towards the
corporatization of urban space, bringing us full circle to return to the “hue and cry” that

inspires much of the work to end homelessness.

Permanence and Perceptions: Structuring Spatial Inequality Over Time

Several dominant narratives cover the story of homelessness, perpetuated through
media and a dominant gaze upon the city from an outside viewpoint. These narratives
predominantly show homelessness as one of several failures: failure of the individual to
find housing, failure of the city to house people, or failure of the individual to support his
or her family, thus leading to homelessness. Rarely, however, do these narratives discuss
the failqre of this country—not an individual city—to support vulnerable families and
individuals, or that the plethora of “problems” associated with homelessness (substance
abuse, alcoholism, and the ever-so-important crime of “lurking with intent™) often result
from homelessness rather than causing it. Examining structures of spatial inequality in
America that create homelessness begins a process of questioning and dismantling
narratives that induce complacency and reduce compassion and the potential for

empowering action. I hope to show the many ways in which these narratives correlate to
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_the spatial location of homelessness w1th1n the metropolitan area, which in turn sheds
light-upon what I call the “prohibitive structures of homelessness These structures of
-geography and'punitiVe urban policy‘create. a semblance of permanence aro_und
homelessness; creating a sense of - people exper1enc1ng homelessness as permanently out

of fit, belonging, nowhere and against. the “natural” capitallst ordering of the 01ty

The ’geographicsto‘ry of 'the2"l0:lh-' century-in .the‘.United.States'.tells' a.tale of
movement of people to metropohtan areas: first to-cities, then outward to the suburban
'middle ground 105 Fyst as people experiencmg homelessness now are constructed as those
left behind by the current capitalistmarket, SO toowerethe_i_nitial homeless, usually
referred to as “bums,” “hobos,"’ or “‘vagrants,” left behind (literally) by the movement of
people and capit'alto,cities at the start of the 20" century. Edmond Kelley, a “sometimes
iecturer” at Columbia Uniyersity, wrote' in 1908 of “an ar/my of 500,000 tramps of »which
-+ alarge percentage are boys from siXteen’to twent}i-one years of age, all of them tending
to graduate from Vagrancy to crime.”'% 'Kelly goes to some'lengths to advo'catea
European system'of labor'colonies,'”orf‘what we:might today consider indentured servitude -
~ for what he_consideredvto be unproductive and transient citizens: Lest the r_eader think
that-tKelly actually advocates _b"rutalitiy,-he takes great care to diuide tramps into those
. who can work and those who cannot: |
It is important to dlstlnguish between the able bod1ed and the non-able- bod1ed
because the problem as regards the first is mamly a problem of ﬁnding work,

whereas the problem as regards the non- able bodied i is rather a problem of fitting -
them for work

Posing forced labor as the: cure to vagrancy/vagabondage as Kelly does, reveals several.

key points about the early co‘nstructi'on of homel‘essness'in America, particularly its .
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geographic place. -Iljir'st, homeleésﬁésél:a;id' poverty -are both cbr}étruedz‘é's-ﬁrdblgms of the
" individual—given the close 1inkagé:§f racialized individualism a_rid‘réc‘iali'zged' capitalism
 throughout American-histbry (and partlcularly formed ar_o_uhdf this time'a§ {Jvell),, this
construction is quite obvibus. More féﬁrbfis’i_ng is the Way in Wthh the 1ink'vav:g'e" between
willingneés to work and iultirh_ate »r'éde:e,r‘n-ability asa fuﬁctiohal and productive (read:
la.bori'ngl'and con'sumi'rig);memb'er of capiféilist society has remained entrenched. Oné .
‘needs only to look at'wélfarelréform and the current rhetoric of both major political
parties to sek Kelly*s-ihtélleétuél'deséendents in frighteningly influential positibns—‘ of
power. Today, “workfafe” is racialized and grouhdea in placé in terms of p'eo;;le'of color
and urban placés, as well as ge’ri’defed iﬁ-s:uéh':a-Wa}" that blames womén of color.'® In
these older ideas we i See the roots of Oscar LcWié’ culfure of poverty theory and
Daniel Patrick Mbyﬁihan’é infamoﬁg.repon bn'»f)‘Oveny (1965), which in turn have

outsized influence on-the rhetoric and policy actions of today.

Ho§vever, this éérly »con'strucrtiorilbf horﬁeles‘snvess is separate from that of poye‘rty, :
despite their share‘d.irhplications."Thé place-based ifﬁf)lications of Kelly’s constfuction
show that horﬁélessriésé, even before it was known as such, 1s seen as a'tmeat‘to _a'n

A Américan sense of place arid-ofd’eﬁ-’riot jﬁstr in the hierarchic_ial'sense bi_lt als_b spéaking -
geographically. The vagabond is cOnJStfuc‘te'dza.s éplaceléss -individual; one who is-“a-:
dangér to the community” bécause hé:‘frelatés his adver.lture;"br'ags of his |
'indépendence. ..and ‘diligently undoes what llttle our comiatilsory education _contributes to
good citizenship.”'% Thus, iﬁ,a tirhe}Wht_:ﬁ Americans were overwhelmingly moving
towards living invclose proximity to ohe dnother -'in"citié_s, the vagfanf hblds the negative .-

characteristics of the frontier, Which riust be placed-somewhere in order-to justify the
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| mqvé away from that particulaf mofxiéﬁt in histofy. This pé"riod'highlights ,thef-beginning | '
| of hoIﬁelessne.ssrshOWn-v as being out o'f:o'r.d'er, or as the scholar and activist Randall |
‘ A'm‘stér puts: it, “lost in sp.ace.”l 10 ‘Jﬁst as Kelly and other ;acade_friics‘and policy figures
fro.'m‘ the era,claiméd"that a gr_.dup' of péople who had no fixed home ‘We.re slowing down
the urban ‘-déVelopment and entrenchment of _capitalism, throughout the 72'0?'7‘-_c'e'ntury arid |
into our cu1“re’nt ﬁlomeﬁt governinents and policymakers across :the 'C(.)uhtry have
attempt¢d ‘toTestfict the use of urban-épaCe-and_'prévent peOplé :expe'vriencing
homeleséneés froxﬁ using. it, often V\'/:itil‘the justification of such individuals b.e.ing “bad for
businéss” or “against the 'public intere:sit-.f"-111 The early discursive constructi'onrof
hor'nélessness 1s thus ifnkéd to poliCy-"pi‘ifr_larily'thquIgh"place'-bésed insiﬁuatio’ns and
discriminations, which all tie back to the ultiméfe priorifiZatibn 6f the sanétity of the
privafe home (and with it thé priVate, _heterosex’ualvfamil'y stmctme) and depend entirely | o \

“on the hyﬁérvisibility of such b‘odiesg‘bofh‘on the frontier and'in the city.

Fifteen years after Kelly’s _wﬁvting, t-h_e}sb'ciolog'is’t Nels Anderson wrote his
se'minal'ethnography, ‘Thé Hobo. Set m Chicago, The Hobo comies straight out of the
‘University of Chicagd’s‘ socidlbgy_ department, which ﬁt' the timé was pioneering' new
ways of understanding the spgtial orientatioh of the American city using Emmanuel
Burgessf “éoncehtric‘ ring” theéry, which divides the socio-economic terraiﬁ of thé city
into rings emanating from the urban core Writing with c‘ons»id:erablhy more empathy than
his predecessbrs,'.Anderson 'spends_--é gréat deal o.f .time despribi'ng “hobohemias,” or areas
of Chicago'where 'perle-expé_riencivnig-ihon'iélésshes's congregated,; today',i we would -
describe these as Skid Row area.s-. Thé:lécatiOn,of hbnieléssnes's has. fhus moved into fhé

city, and is alreédy spatially located and segregated within the area imniediate;ly outside
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the urban core, which in Chicago translates to the area just outside of the Loop: mosﬂy
located along South State Street, and racially segregated as well (“the white man’s end of
the south section of Hobohemia does not extend south of Twelfth Street”).''> Nor was
this newfound urbanization of homelessness unique to Chicago: Minneapolis, which
developed much later than Chicago but whose planners still attempted to fit that city’s
model to their own, labeled “Hobohemia” on maps describing “Natural Areas” and “Vice
Areas,” both published in 1935-36.!13 Meanwhile, in New York City, visitors began
taking tours of the Bowery, the area of Lower Manhattan that remained constructed as a
skid row through the 1990s and the beginning of Rudolph Giuliani’s hyper-restrictive
control of space.’ 14 The connection between these early zones of homelessness and the
racialized policing of the late 20™ century is visibility; although the faces of homelessness
changed drastically between 1930 and 2000, representing it as localized allowed for the
production of a discourse and differentiation around homelessness, structuring it in such
ways that persist even into the 21% century. Perhaps most importantly, this pattern of
locating homelessness in the urban core set hard geographic and sociological limits
around a “problem,” and simultaneously limited the threat of homelessness, allowing
cities to police and survey areas. The discursive formation around homelessness has
justified policies that confine homeless people to distinct spaces while simultaneously
monitoring and.limiting their use of these spaces. Thus, the representational geography of
homelessness sets up the order of the city, in which people experiencing homelessness

cannot belong according to the standards of these representations.

By the end of the Great Depression, Hobohemia, or Skid Row, as it was now

called with frequency, had become somewhat of an American institution. In Minneapolis,




75

the area around the now-demolished Gateway Park, where three major avenues

- (Washington, Nicollet, and Hennepin) came together by the Mississippi River, functioned
as Hobohemia/Skid Row into the 1950’s, with its population growing during the
Depression itself and shrinking during the labor shortage of World War II, wheﬁ many of
its residents found short-term work.'"> The significance of this changing population is, of
course, the absorption of the former “vagrants” back into capitalisrh, the same people
that, forty years earlier, were assumed unemployable. Skid row thus presented a conflict
of interest between the desire of the state to spread people out, thus defusing the potential
of protest, and the desire of the academy (as expressed by Anderson and other Chicago-
school theorists) to segregate homelessne.ss, partially as a guard against a perceived
spread of disease and “perversion,” but also as somewhat of an academic exercise. From
both sides of this division around skid row, however, comes the impression that, once
again, people without permanent homes are somehow a threat to .place, order, and
successful capitalism, reifying exclusive spatial structure and impacting how cities were

built as capitalism spread through its urban base.

The geographer Don Mitchell observes that increased control of urban space and a
harder, more limited definition of the public within American democracy marked the first
half of the 20"™ century, and to counteract this control “a vigorous democracy must ever
be one in which dissent exceeds the bounds placed on it.”!'® Jane Jacobs, Kenﬁeth
Jackson, and David Harvey among others have documented the ways in which eities
made room for capital in the post-war economy threugh urban renewal policies that
engaged in slum clearing, simultaneously continuing the legacy of spatial control noted

by Mitchell; the most egregious and notable example of such policies was the building of
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‘the Cross-Bronx Expressway in New Yoi_'k by Jacobs’ nemesis, Robert Moses.""” Other

post-war cities followed suit bui'ldiné_ highways through predominantly black '

'nelghborhoods with reckless abandon In the Twin C1t1es for example I- 94 today runs

stralght through Rondo a black nelghborhood in Saint Paul that was qulte llterally torn:

' asunder by the construction of the hlghway in 1964.'® Connected to these policies of

-+ urban renewal by their n‘c)t-so-hiddenpoliti’cs of white supremacy and vrac1al 'segregauon

was slum clearing, a practice that resulted in the elimination of most Skid Row areas
across the country by the mid-sixties: In Minneapolis, most of the former Gateway
district was gone by 1963, ultimat“ely‘ replaced by modernist hotels and insurance

buildings.'"’

Recall that homelessn'ess'was.dlstinc'tly'tied to place by the discourse surrounding

it, and partlcularly confined to the urban core after the publication of The Hobo what

, then would happen to people d1splaced by the destruct1on of skid rows near the central

business dlstr1ct‘7 At least forthe m1d -century perlod leadmg into the late 1970’s,

definitions and representat1ons of homelessness became further hmlted conﬁned once

: again- to single, White'men with _dependencies on alcohol.120 Further del1neat10n on the

use of urban space also marked the post -war era, when shelters and the few services at

the time for econom1cally strugglmg people were moved away from the central business

district; in New York, The Bower'y contlnuedl’t'o hold social service organizations-evenas

the nearby hyper-capitalist environmient of Wall Street. see this separation of
homelessness from the.space it ‘was once deeply associated as necessary glven the ways

in which notions of horne weré ‘gender'ed'and placed firmly insurburban areas, as

further regulations on public use of parks in the aréa further separated its inhabitants-from
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' illilstrated by media such as the tele\(ision shows Ozzie ‘and Harriet and I l;ine .Lucy.lzl
Removing honi'elessnessfroin‘ the g'a'z'_e;'of those fleeing the -_ci:ty to the suburbs. further
marginalized'fthe experience of horneless'-peopl_e'in mainstream society while also - |

| B grantlng a degree of immunity to those who had-left. Indeed, Mitchell notes that people

experiencing homelessness in this era were con51dered m1sﬁts wasted humans 1ncapable :

" because of their personal’ problems of realizing any part in the-afﬂuence the postwar

period guaranteed to all those who wanted it.”'%* It-also-allowed the situation to be

iframed as an individual probler’n,‘ thus de-ernohasizing. structural causes and hi‘ghlighting

again the role of fit in reptesentation.

 The construction of snourban housing through the GI Bill, the FHA, and-other
government subsidies aimed at de-eoince‘ntr'ating cities through white flight obviously
plays a huge role in this. un'derstandin'é of homelessness, rendering it quite invisible.
Understanding this era plays an enorr'n'()us role in conneeting uses of place with
homelessness for two reasons. First,‘ as"Kenneth Jackson reminds us, the postwar era is
the time of the polarization of the American metropolitan area, when “cities becarne
identiﬁed with fear and -danger‘rat'her than with glamour a'ndv'pleasure."’li3 As the analysis
_of Homer Price and Ayalon-shortly‘ show,- this "era presents the strongest formation of
home, a home that is built On-racialized eoneeptions of fear around urban space.
Homeles’sneSS, then, becomes placed and raced ev_en further_during this_long moment,
even as skid row -beeonies decentraliéed and homelessness eonsidered invisible.
Secondly, this conneCtion (to’he eiplo:red fully in the next ehapter) become.s of

paramount importarice because of what h‘abpened next, from the late 1970’s into the -
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1980’s: the sudden hypervisibility of homelessness in the American city and onto the

national consciousness, and the very beginnings of coordinated efforts to end it.

I use the word hypervisibilty quite consciously, as it seems to describe how this
particularly historical moment was seen both now and then: Mitchell describes an
“explosion”, while Hopper uses the gentler “reemergence.”'** In a six-page editorial
series published in June of 1990, the New York Times called homelessness a “national
shame,” and goes on to provide what we might consider a popular and contemporary
view of the development of the “homelessness problem,” which they conclude “may well

have become a permanent feature of poverty in America”:

It has all happened in less than a decade, after the experts realized that the 1981-
82 recession was not a temporary spasm, but an early warning of an evolving,
major socioeconomic breakdown. Homeless - a word that until recently was
virtually unknown in the public-policy vocabulary - has become a slogan, a
stigma and a symbol of the country's reluctance and inability to relieve a novel
suffering among its poorest people.'?

For the first time since the 1920’s and the advent of Hobohemia/skid row, homelessness
became spatialized in a wider area—this time, the city as a whole became constructed as
a place where homelessness existed and flourished—and was once again tied to poverty,
as it had been initially at the turn of the 20™ century. This linkage presents a double-
edged sword: on the one hand, it certainly implied and encouraged the connection
between structures of inequality and poverty and homelessness, shifting the blame from
the individual to those very structures. On the other hand, it continued a process of
demonizing the city as a space of fear and failure, one where the individual’s dreams go
to be crushed by the weight of poverty and oppression. Of course, demonizing the city

implicitly condemns those who require its resources; as I argued earlier, people
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~eéxperiencing homelessnessha\ie‘.always been‘differentiated from those ei{per'iencing
poverty by the hypervisibility and constraint.of marked bodies within a particular slice of

urban space.

~In the _1980-’5, representat_ionsfof homelessness appeared onstage ,as'the troupe of

hyperviSibility reached its peak rconsider the play qu Lady, written by Jean-Claude van’
Itallie and starring Shami':Chaiken,_Which ran on Broadway 'in-'l979. The character of |
Clara, the “bag lady” of the play’s title? monologues throughout over the occasional
interruptions.'of p‘asserb'y and ‘;city sound_s”-Such as sirens and -argumen'ts. She also
'ex'pla'ins why she avoids shelte‘r'(fearof'sexual-'assault),. COntributing to a then-unusual
conversation on the 'pa'rtlicular difficulties of 'women experiencing homelessness. Her.
physical immobility on the'stage 'rep'resents yaniltallie?s‘ understanding of the ways in
which homelessnesstrapped. beople in space; de'spilte all the transportation and physical
conneCtions ar’oUndthe’fni |

CLARA: Here I have a subway ‘map to'get to Brooklyn to the Welfare Center,
only I never take the subway so forget it. Anyone wanta-subway map? (This last is
screamed out aggressively, over the sounds of sirens. Then, immediately, she claps her

" hand over hei mouth, afraid she nght be arrested for making a nuzsance ) No don’t look
at them. Sit down. Be'a crazy. Be-a good quiet crazy. Smile. Shut up."”?

The threat of survelllance and pumshment keep Clara trapped ina structure of spatial
1nequa11ty She cannot use even those most ba51c of urban resources public space and
transportation to get between different resource areas. On the surface, Bag Lady tells a
story about a womah'wrth'mental illness su‘rv1y1ng with a sense of humor in the .
repressive cityi(consi_,stent withotliérﬁ portrayals of New York'at this time, when the city
was only five years rémoved -from bankruptcy). ;But a closér look at this representation

reveals the structuring of spatial inequality that:perpetUated homelessness as it became
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hypervisible. The preeminence of spatial references in these monologues reveals an
obsession with the way that the character fits into the city—a “crazy” in a chaotic place, a
homeless person kept away from needed resources. Clara cannot belong anywhere in the
city, and yet her presence remains necessary to structure the audience’s understanding of

the “crazy” city.

Several years later, Lily Tomlin won a Tony for the one woman show The Search
* For Signs of Intelligent Life in The Universe, written by Jane Wagner.'?” One of Tomlin’s
characters was Trudy, a “bag lady,” whose very metaphysical existence gets repeatedly
framed in the sound of a crosswalk: “Walk/Don’t Walk.”'?® Like Clara in Bag Lady,
Trudy’s interactions with the space of the city demonstrate the spatial realities-of
homelessness framed through fit, order, and belongiﬂg. These shows both helped bring
women into the conversation about homelessness, which previously had focused almost
entirely on male populations, consistent with assumptions and realities about the special
place of men in capitalist, patriarchal societies and the homes they produce. And despite
the increased attention to women in the cultural texts mentioned above, they continued to
be represented primarily as individuals confined to urban areas, which made these
representations even less structural than those of homeless men that were emerging at the
time. Thg Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe encapsulates a whoie
zeitgeist of the 1980s through the multiple personalities that Tomlin inhabits throughout
the show. All of the characters are connected by their interactions with New York City
and explicitly-stated alienation from suburban life, which Trudy describes through TV
commercial flashbacks and uses of metaphors involving Jell-O, Cuisinart products, and

Days of Our Lives. The culture of the dominant model of home haunts this representation
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of homeles_sne'ss, and thus deserves an exploration of its own through texts that center the

creation of home in'the 1950s.

Belo'hﬁing:at.‘Hm’né:_Hoiher'Pfiéeiaind Avalon

As ha"s‘jalready been discus‘sed,'i'the-.lleSt-Worl'd War 11 yéeir§ hold 't.hé fbrmatiye

, Histdri(:al rhoment for the creation and enier'gence of the d.or.1-1inant.vmod'el of-home. In this

era of building suburbia and- the un-bﬁilding of the city through urban renewal,

~ representations of 'hbme' speak to bqth‘ thé comforts and inseéu’ritiesbf horrie.I This
'ipar_ad0x"0f afxiéty and celebratidh o'f(}:l_o.me comes out in a partiéﬁlarly’fa'SCi.nating way
through Robert McCloskey’s Homier iPricfe’ S’t_ories, and is especially focused in one tale,
'“Wheéls of Pro’greSs.”lzg McCloskey, the »cél'ébr'e_lt'e,d-.autﬁor-(jf children’s classics such as
Make Way for Ducklings, sets Home_f -P'rice; the all-American boy, in a quirky all-
"American fown: Ce‘nt‘erbv'urg,; dhio; based off McCioskey’s own upbringing in a small
Ohio town. Homef Price’s world mar:iagés to encapsulate nostaigia for the old-world
order—all of the ﬁrimipal adult characters are named for ﬁgufes of the most famous
Homer’s ep‘ié tale;’—while ceiutiouslj embracing..the post-war demand for convenience
and iﬁcreased’éaSC in day-to-day ‘life'."-Thc relationship between Homer’s Uncle'_UlysseS

-and Aunt Agnes (u'su'ally calIed‘Aggy); owners of a “very up'arid'éomirig iun‘ch r'o'om” m _
downtown Centerburg enc;apsulat'es fﬁis an);iety and tension around cénsump'tion and |
home. In Oné memorable story, “Thei_D‘oughnuts,’.’ Ulysses purchases a newfangled -
doﬁghnut;frying"méchine to.go with his toas'te'r',l automatic coffeemaker, and diéhwa’sﬁé’r.
These purchasés-rhake Aunt Ag“gy inéfe'dibly': nervous, particuiérly because her hu'sbar-ld. is
“a man wifh advanced ideas and a weakness for labor séving"lde,vices.”13 0 Ye_f Ulysses’

eccentricities, so central to much of the ’Homer Price canon and coming from the adult to
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| wildm Homer is _'clk)se"st, reflect the trend-of increased cdnsur’npﬁon and prosperity |

.prbj ected dcross the nation thrdugh";hg‘:déVelopment of housing and increased availability
of such devices. Yet the contradiction 'r'emai‘ns; ju_st-as-A’géy worries ovef Ulysses’ .
purchases, so too did the nation exéftﬁise'moral COntro_l over its new sp_ending:;pO\;ver. As_
May ﬁo’tes, “The values associated wi'th'-domel:sti'c- spénding ﬁﬁheld tréditional American

concerns with pragmatism and morality, rather than opulence and luxury.”"*!

As ﬁluéh as UlySses’ obse_sSion with labor-saving devices amuse and enthrall the
reader; they r'equ_ire a larger étagé to reach their culminati'bn' 1n a‘fit. of American prc;gre_ss.
Thé'seedS'fSr the key site and location for the p‘r(‘)gress," suburbia; aré appropriately sown. |
in the central }catastrophe of “The Doﬁghnuts,” 'When a Weal;[hy‘ lady, Ms. Naomi Enders,
loses a valuable bracelet in the doﬁgh’mit’ batter as the over.-zea.lous_machine mass- |
produces hundreds of doughnuts. The bracelet, found .by é_black boy named (Whét elSé)-
‘Rupert Black,.ties Ulysses’ modernist schemes to Ms.v Eﬁders’ fafnily fortune, -\;vhich we
sloo-n' learn comes from the véry fc.)und'er_r of Centerburg ifself, Ezekiel Enders. In “Wheels
of Progtess,” the unlikely partnership results in the planning and Building of Centerburgu’s ‘

first suburb to address a shortage of hou'sihg:_

“Now take the matter of houses: The way they used to build houses-saw up each
board, hammer-in nails one at a time, every little shingle and déor knob fastened
on by hand. But now,” said Uncle Ulysses, “with up and coming ideas, and
modern productlon genius houses can be built just like this here machlne makes
doughnuts-* and he made a broad sweep with his. right arm..
- “That’s the principle!” pronounced Uncle Ulysses, while Miss Enders and Homer"
gazed in wide eyed wonder.
“That’s the principle that Henry Ford apphed to makmg autos. Yep' Autos are
mass produced like doughnuts; shlps are built like doughnuts; airplanes and
refrigerators, and now houses. Yessiree, the modern house ought to be mass
produced-just like cars or ships or planes. Yessiree! Mass produced just like that
~there machme makes doughnuts!™'* :




' 'Centerburg;-has outgrown itself, technolo’.gically.vbut also spatially. Fo‘r -the:citizens,of the
town to tru_ly belong, they need a suburb; a site"'for.cOnsumerist.desires',to meet the moral'
‘certitude‘ of horne. Since the-légd’s, “a'_"“housing 'svhortaige”' _i,nevitably invokes ir'nages'of
homelessness, but here in McClo’sk‘e'y"-s.ﬁctionalization of the post-war “hoﬁsing ho’om"’
the commodity, rather than the shelter, comes to the forefront The physwal structure of

_housing is created to engender belonging to the zeitgeist of. the time, a structuré of feeling -
vvthat assumes homogenelty and assimilation and’ glosses over differences of class race

and nationality.

. Even' as McCloskey engages 1n this narrati\ie'of home, he also has some fun at its
expense. Before the new silb'urb of 'Enders’ Heights (so"named even though'it is “ﬂat asa
board”) can open its doors to “deservmg tenants, ” the town must celebrate “150 years of
Centerburg Progress Week.” It~1s.. 1n-th1s week, capped with a ceremony, that the town’s
powers seize the opportunity to &ﬁam’ethe narrative of home in.order to capitalize on the '
new housmg development. Homer and his friend Freddy, enl1sted to part1c1pate in the

: ceremony, find themselves donning redface to play the part of the former residents of the
land, who-appe’ar as nothm’g more than-a footnote to hist()ry, the uprooted' who pave' the

- way for Enders’ Heights and the commodity of homeV.QLikewise, the African Baptist
Choir belts out the baCking ‘harr.nony' ,to'-the' page‘ant; yet the only “deserving tenant” we -
R . know the identity of is Freddy’s aunt (presumably white), 'and we never ﬁn’d out if Rupert -
Black, the black boy _of the doughnnt'- story and certainly “deserving” both in _- : |
;circnmstance and income, receives_a'-home for his troubles'_. McCloskey paints a picture of |

“progress” that in fact depends on existent hierarchies of power and privilege, where-
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belonging to the imagined comfhuﬁitSI_'_of Centerburg in its newest form depends on one’s

place in both the past and present stories of the town.

‘Thankfull'y‘,.the automatic 'aﬁd’hﬁs‘s@tod&'ed rampage ofho'using has Sonie real,
albeit hilarious; .consequencés in Ceﬁtefbﬁtg -It:t’rbanspires‘that Ezekiel ‘Er'ld'ers the'l white.
forefather of the fown, first took the land: by stealth and then quashed later rebelhons )
usmg the mystlcal buylng power of hlS homemade cough -syrup. ‘But those who aren t
drinking the kool- a1d of “progress spec1ﬁcally one Dulcey Dooner, the man respon51ble
for the putting-up of street signs in the new suburb,’end up c0nsum1ng another kind of

liquid. In the chaotieﬁnale,'thé “deseftling tenants” walk from the pageant to Enders

Heights, only to discover that their houses are completely unkhowable from one another

because Dulcey, instead of Iinstalling‘-—’the’id'entifj?ingsighs; has stumbled upon Ezekiel’s

- long-lost magieal-eough-syfup and is compl'etely uhconscious from its effects. So for all

the pretense of.progreSS, the town hutlt’ on the backs.of people-of color p‘ro'duces a set of
“deserving tenants” who 1iterally.'ca'r'1not' ﬁhd their “home” in the ne\t/ suhurb. Of course,
Homer and Freddy save the day by diSeoverihg the 1oeatioﬂ‘of the old homestead, from
which ‘the new re;sidents can ﬁndftheit houses. But 'MeCIOSk‘ey~ troubles the waters just |
enough for us to poritier that the hee'd‘ to belong to the imagined 'comtntm‘ity-of ;
Centerburg and the home cOntaiﬁe“d _ix:fithih it'_overrides the actual structure itself. From

Homer Price, drawing on Pascale’s understanding of homelessness as something -more

than simply the lack of structure;, we3céh:eXtrapolatte that home, which reflects the
anxieties of this time 'period,i will ﬁiways be more about imagining community through.

* commodity than the physical state of having a roof over one’s liead—or, in this case, the

directional markers of Suburbia.
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The-téﬁsiOn'between. the cdrbbib_dityffand the structure; bétwee_n belohging'and |
 living .in'bbmrhunity"agarin'surfaiCe's?irfi"ﬂBérry_I.:'evinson’s Avalon".-.(i 990), a -f;'llrrl-’that' '
‘fbcuses on tbesér’ne’ era but from éri‘érrfirbly different spatial a_nd temporal location.
Avalo'n" cénters on a Jewish ’familyi ir'er'arl‘tirriore on the vérée of suburbériiz;tion. We first
follow the patrlarch of the famlly, Sam Krlchrnsky, as he 1mm1grates in 1914 and’) Joms
‘his brothers in‘a wallpapermg busrness 40 Or SO years. 1ater the family has" by all
considerations outgrown its rowhome in Baltlmore and Sam s son Jules, spurred onby a
 late- mght muggmg and his wife Ann’s'need for space, rnoves the family toa- suburban o
split-level house. However, the move begms to tug at the fabrrc of the famrly, through 5
series of miscorri'municatio_us andimlshap_s. Sam’s brother Gabr1e1 arrlves very late to a
Thanksgiving celebration in rhe hewhorue’,"only to discover that the fa’uhiiy has started
without him; this 1éads to an incredible moment bf ju)&tapositiori where Gabriel screams
at Sam about family loyalty, 'cor‘rim_unity,.and proximrty, the two_of them surrounded by
quiet family homes and "grebn lawns with a soundtrack of ',pléasant crickets in the
background. Later, at a ‘.‘far'nily circle” meeting (a'lOngvi’n’stitutiohalizéd tradition) in.
' Baltirﬁore, Jules is ’reprirhandéd for b’éibg'_late because he was “takiug golf lessons.” And
Eva, Sam’s wife‘ and jules’ mother- réfﬁsés“to get in the car with Ann, as she doesn’t triist

~ her. dr1v1ng—a severely limiting comphcatlon of anew: llfe in the suburbs

Avalon, forall of its intergéﬁérafiohal‘ d_r,ama’, i-slul'timately _a‘r'novvvie about the loss -
of pl"abe—iri this sense, Levinson’s continual returu to the imythical Avalon produces
what Lisa Lowe refurs to as-;‘excavati_bns" that traée the regulation and trarisformation'of
the physi_céil and psychologicallsbaces‘of othé:rrress.”'33 The,processof suburbauizatiorl '

for Jews in the post-war era, while it manifested most obviously in terms of space, had
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broad racial underpinnings; as Eric Goldsteln ﬁcj)vfe's;r.thisperi&-)d culminated m |
“incorporation into white Arﬁericai?‘fbf-_Jést,- as new _suburban families found themselves’
on the other side of the hohsing-.di'v.id;e and no longer ori the wrong éide of ra;:ial o
covenants.'** Bﬁt in Avalon, race ,s_c)r_fxe:hdw ta_k_es a back seat'in a‘po.rtra.yal of Baltimore
thaf fdcﬁ;és far miore on the space,bf-‘ihe'érowded rowhouse than the place of the cit& asa
'.s'pa'(;e with rhultiple claims and cbrh_r’xiﬁhities. Thus, the aécent into whiteness and the -
suburbssoméhow becémes‘an ehtifély one;dimensional'proéegs; where Ann’s desire for
space and Julés’ golfing aspirations only 'impaci their immediate families and are not
formed off of racialized pé‘rcepﬁo’hs; ;ind desires. Many of the landscape shots from the
film perpetuate thisr view: the Kricl-iin',s-k_y’s suburban home,is’us’ually shown aléne, apart :
_frdm ité 'neighbors, whereas thefvieW‘sr of fhe block where the rest of the-extended family
lives.in Baltimore;', \.évhi‘le-éhar'r'n‘ing,' gets visually labeled as communally chaotic, with
kids running pell-mell everywhere ‘to’lacfééntuéte the crowded living situation, jﬁstifying
‘the move to the suburbs. As Mi'chael,%'Jules’ son and the }ibung’protagoni_st thr_ough whose
eyes We see many filmic ,rﬁdments, worties about hiovin'g to the éub_urbs .and Anndrearris
of not having her rﬁéthéf-ih-lawhOvefriﬁg over her cvéry mood, we are refn_in’ded that the

imagination plays an enormous role in'creating home, on both micro and macro levels.

But at what price do wé pjﬁrSﬁé belonging through h_onié? Steven -Whitﬁe_ld, inan
excellérﬁ analysis pf the mo_vie_; notes that Levinson takés pains to shqw the “effects
of.. .centri_fugal force, as ‘ppwer dissipatés_ into 'ne_wer and sniali'er conﬁ"gurati'o_ns.”'35 Thé
Krichiﬁsky family, ledvt;y j}iles and"his ‘Cous.inilzzy"s Wild'success a§ owners of a
discoﬁnt department store, acquires Qealth throiighout\th_e movie and t'ums; this wealth

over into a constant pursuit of 'spaée and a better life, acquiring both whiteness and the-
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country-'clubjlifeSt;flé of the suburbzé.i_r'i'-the process. Levinson sée’ms to critique his
characters’ outward ¢xpansidn a;évay -from family by shdwiﬁg ‘all of the ne_;'gétive impact
of all-of this- growh;lbss of conviviaiity and community (the Vibrzincyféf the Baltimore
marke‘tialace ‘where Izzy and Juiés ply their }:)vares gfédually fades in -promiﬁenc_e
thréu‘gﬁout the movie, féplaéed by the whité nbisc of televisioﬁ and ﬁl’asﬁc-’tray dinners),
' geographic-disfanc_ing, and the diétanbé in family relatioris that comes from it. With these
changes come drastic alterati__oné to the idea of homg, seen fhr'ohgh the eyes of _mu_lﬁple
gene‘ratioris. For Michael; home is seen tﬁrough' pl'ay_—once seen prcdoihinéhtly playing
in ~tiie. street, he now has misadventurés in a fro‘nt. yard with‘a bees’ next -ﬁﬁder'-the porch.
Jules, rathér than dispensing advice to his son and b-anter"in’g' with Izzy:in th'e.stre'et_wh'ile
walking, now does s in a car, always shown dfiviné pésf greer; lawns. Aﬁd Sam, Whosé
rélationship with the largér fa‘mily is'most hurt by the move the suburbs, and whose riﬁ
with his brother Gabriél is spec.:iﬁcal.ly‘ due té the move, never seems at home in the
suburbs, particularly'after Eva dies; the movie 'e'r'lds:o_n‘ a wholly depressing noté With

- Sam in a nursing home,_"musing'that “in the end "y.ou spend everything you ever had. ..just
to existin a placé'like this.” As 'Mic'h"ael~(nOW'gr'6Wn) -listehs, his own small éoh wafchés
the Macy’s Day parade’on TV. The c_amera' fo'cﬁs_es on a ﬂoat'depi_ctingva large,

| exaggerafed Native American head. As Saﬁl‘continue's 6n .t'o describe the-loss of Avalon, -
Levinson’s directorial choiccé sugg‘eét .a desire to link th_e' losées of suburbanization-and
urban renewal with fhe colonial canﬁésf'éf Am‘eriéd, that fhese processes of land
dbmination and destrucﬁon have now. come full circle in a nursing hofne'that could be

anywhere. As Whiting points out, in Levinson’s world, America has won. 36
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The problem lwitli stopping herée a'rl_d_'giving Le\}inson the ground:to-make‘this
. grand and’'somewhat cfitical conne'cvti'(')'n ét»thc ¢nd of the film is fairly large, vho.w'e"ver:
througho'ut,'the characters of Avalon are shown as acting in a’'vacuum where théir choices .
about horﬁe appear as natural and entirely inevitable. In a similar (though less funny) vein
as Hon;zer Price, the 'c‘he}racters of Avalon take ‘;prbgréss” at its féce value. One |
7 | particulariy emblematic shot is one of a streetcar on a crane, 'Being lowered into the
‘ground .as a diner, no longer a mdviqg_symboi of geographié closeness. Eva'frets
continually about her daughter-iﬁélaW’é.driying, and yet the most calamitous accident
involving transportation happens _whéh-a stfeetcéir runs off the tracks énd'into the family
car. Levinsqn mai'ks tﬁese kinds of advances as ineVitablc, both through the lost syrribbl ,
of the streetcar and t&buéh dial‘og“"iie,{’su;:h aer’z:zy’s.éonstant.jokés tying potential failure
- at the discount store to having to move back to Baltimore. But jhst aé the Creatioﬁ of
home was far from inevitable, Sd‘tb.of was Jewish ascension into Whitenéss throuéh
suburbanization and»class aéqéﬁt a conscious avct. of refraf_ning vfr'orln a “race” to a
| “peo;;le.”13 " But the nightclub that Sam used to own, é ﬁlace yvith a predominantly black |
~ clientele, only gets ménti_one_d‘ as partof a story about assirﬁiléﬁon, rather than a |
formative space for creafihg,weélth‘ to 1nturn create a new kind of home in the sﬁbu'rvbs.'
Indeed, thé overall lack _of 'atténﬁon to race remains troubling—that a film centered oﬁ the .
pe‘fipd of white‘ﬂight from Baltimore '(inSeft stat on race) manages to ba’rély show
nonwhite people in its “urbari commdn_s” pénoramic .shots agaip makes the 'Krichi;lsky'-
family’s choices Seem:¢ntirely inev_itébl_e, rather than part of a racialized .stnllcture of |

space, as we know these ‘processes to-actually function.
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Ultimately, both Avalon and Homer Price demonstrate the power of home without
gettihg to the source of this power, hidden beneath the removal of race from the
consideration of place. And underneath the desire for home in both of these texts lies the
stark reality of “un-home,” or to return to Pascale, the “lack of belonging” that comes

“from a loss of choice and “the rhetorical spéce of community and belonging.”"** In both
texts, the power of national belonging overcomes the pull of small-town or ethnic
community, leading to the creation of home outside of those contexts. And although
neither text directly addresses homelessness, the implications of unheimlisch remain: the
fear of being lost or stuck in urban space, the teleological power of the dominant model
of home as the end of all spatial troubles, and the need to somehow organize the city in a
way that separates “housing” from “home” all set the stage for later representations and
realities of homelessness. The creation of home as a geographic space is thus mirrored by
its creation as a cultural form. With this cultural framework of understanding the
discursive creation of home (which is the dialectical negation of Pascale’s discussion of
homelessnéss), we now move to examine cultural texts that directly address homelessness

through representations of order and control.

“The Homeless, Who Only Have the Concrete:” The Soloist, Where Children Sleep,

and City Don’t Sleep

Manzanar Murakami sensed the time of day through his feet, through the
vibration rumbling through the cement and steel, and by the intervals of vehicles
passing beneath him... Few composers of his category were 5o unknown, so
unheard, so without recompense for their art, so maligned, and so invisible. To
say that Manzanar Murakami was homeless was as absurd as the work he chose
10 do. No one was more at home in LA than this man."” '

~Karen Tei Yamashita, Tropic of Orange
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Orderra'nc-l chaos Stmcmré di’r@eét'oir Joe Wright’s take on The Soloist (2009); a film
that both foll'o\&s and deviates from i_‘fj's'h'aim'ésake, the acclaimed 2'(')08:novl'el by Steve |
AL'opez;‘ At't'he time a columnist Aat the L(:)s:Angeles Times, Lopez Spuh first a series of
stories anci' then a book out of & chaﬁc’e‘enﬁcouh_nte‘r with Na_thaniel Ayres, g‘Jﬁlliard;trained |
violinist who also lhapp’ensto éx;;e;ience homeléssﬁess and mental illness (').nvLA’_é famed
skid row."** But While Lopez_wfote a'book that Vco_mp'ass'io_r'latély tells Ayrés"-’sto"ry while
providing an i'nsigﬁtful look at the ﬁbwer dynamics inherent in urban éﬁace and in
interactions'bét'\z\}ee'n hous’edaﬁd"‘hor_rielés_s peopl'e,*the'ﬁlr-h veréion. puts:more ¢mp_hasis
- on Lopez aS-’é"chafact'er, played by :Ro'ber't Downey Jr. In the film’s opening, we seefhe
order of Los Aﬁgélés ona mﬁc’ro I:E':vél;'a pandram'i-ci_view of th¢ skyline, a plane landing
atVLAX.with' a very C'alrﬁ'ﬂi'ght 'a-t'teﬁdedvoiée dubbed in, and, of course, the freeways;."
These slow-panned shots thén juxtapése.with our introduction to Downey Jr’s:charaéter '
~ as he first falls off his:bike, then wakes up in .a-completely 'chaptic hospital where the
implied violence of the city whooshes by 'thé viewer in"'the"form of gunsh‘ot. wound
victims and angry patients-at a r'ecép;tion' area. B_efore we even meet Nathariiel Ayres, The
Soloist establishes .Los‘An'gcl'es*as;a space of hard spatial realities, where gunshot wound
- victimis h.ave a place in thé'éify'that_ is j‘u’st as'clearly dleﬁ'ned"as thé role of the airport and .
Jﬁig“hways. | | | |

To what 'degfee does The Solbisi‘ ac'ceﬁt people expefiencing homelessness as
“part of tﬁe laind'scapé,” and convefsély, does the film pr'éseﬁt-a critique of the normative |
: “h_ome.”'that SO 'st"ro.n.gly'br"dérs the cit'y?'.In Mike Davis’ theorization of Los Angeléé,'thé

city'becomes a fortress, and people experiencing homeléssness receive the brunt of this
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economit-and social containment throtigh the spatial order."*' As Lopez wanders around

the public square immediately-prior t_'e-rn‘eeting Ayres (portrayed by Jamie qux); we hear

" sirens.in the background. MeanWl'rile,"vlihen Ayres begins his initial monologue (designed -

to show the viewer that he suffers from schizophrénia), his first association with the city

of Los Angeles is the LAPD:

InLos Angeles you have Los Angeles PD,LA Tirnes Los Angeles Lakers. Those |

are armies too, military reg1mentat10ns expenmentatron Roman numeral, Roman
Catholic, Colonel Sanders :

Later, in hot pursuit of a story, Lopez' ’disrupts the ordered ﬂow of traffic I(a' re’eurring
motif) by éwerving' across thre'e lanes when he sees 'Ayresvplayin-g llis-.vi(')lin aloneina -
canyc_)n between skyécrapers. 'Tllere', couched between large .pill‘ars and-shown throngh a
very shaky camera as the traffic roars' by, Ayres is shown-as part of the space of the city,
despite thefpremlse of his uni'qUen‘ess‘: (asa brilliant'musician) from other people |
experiencing hor.n'eleSSness.'in Los Angeles. But for Ayres',' the barriers ef urban space
don’t apply to everyone; as he and»LepeZ stand in the canyon, a plane brieﬂy appears'

_} between buildings, and fafter telling the journalist that “Mr. Steve Lopez doee what Mr.
Steve Lopez wants,” he asks in all'serilo"usn'ess if Lop'ez‘ is flying the plane. The strueture |
and order of the city, which I read through the continual retirn to overhead ShOts:of '

, highway interchanges and partic_ularly p'anorarnas of the skyline, reminiscent of Harvey’s

assertion on the predominant role of capital 1n structuring the city, thus limits both |

characters to dots- on the urban landecape but Lopez in Ayres’ bram can. ﬂy a plane

whereas he must play his violin where ‘the 1 prgeons applaud as they take off.’

The most controversial aspect of The Soloist was director. Wright’s decision to ask

actual residents of Skidi'Rov't“/'toipOrt'ray'themseIVes, rather than bringing in extras. While
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some rev1ewers praised the decision as a means of keeplng the ﬁlm grounded in

reahty142

others were less 'keen,on-‘Wright s methodology,'whlch included askin_g crowds
) on Skid :Ro‘vi/ “Okay, so who’s a Craci{h'ead‘?”'4_3 Either way, the yiewer entérs skid row in
"a burst of »ra'c'ialized-'chaos with-reggaetoh.blasting 'in the baci(ground"and.Lopez
navigatmg his Saab through a sea of people either banglng on his w1ndows or ﬁghtmg in
| the street. In partlcular the preponderance of overstuffed shoppmg carts and people
sleeping on the srdewalk suggests that thls space is homeless, shown prlmarlly asa
| d1srupt10n to the ordered abstract space of the c1ty at large Readmg this scene with a
right to the city framework would also suggest that'the warehous1ng of people
experiencing--hornelessness ina skid_ row-type situation is not simply a disruption, but in -
fact-a key part of upholding the spati'al 'order of the “‘fort’r'ess?’ that is Los Angele‘sand
other post,-Fordist'citié‘s.' Unsurp'risingly", the film refuses to go here; the skid row of The
Soloisi-'is an aberration of the utban landscape, a‘shoCking reality but not one t'o"vquestio'n
as an _iniplicit partof the urban equation; Susan}Ruddick’s observation from several .
decades ago that the “dream machine” of rHollyWOOd also .hel'd the spatial re'organization
that made it hom_e_-for thousands_of vri’inaWay youth thus cont'_inUes to apply to differe_nt
spaces within the city, asthe meta-'narrati,ve'of Los Angeles is used to emphasize the

4
14 And homelessness,

plight of peOple*eXperi'encing’hornelessness on Skid Row:
presented'as sad reality rather -tha'n-linked"to the very space of Los Angeles as a‘ci_ty, _

beco'me's'fodder-for Hollywood’s 'mon-eyi machine rather than animus for change, the city -

order still driven by the pursuit of capital.

If the chaos and mess o:f'Skid:ROW ‘comes off as anathéma to home, the film does

at least manage to mock the other extremie of the spectrum, which comes through the




" 93

form of Lopez atte_r'npting to aﬁagh sécké of coyote urine to his lawr;'to prEQent- rabbits
from eating'his grass, an activity that énds 1n an eq_ualiy chaotic manner. The ) |

| juxtaposition of this misadventure iMediatelffqllowing the .lerigthy,row scene is both |
comi.c and insightful, as Lopez’‘discomfort with the chaos of skid -row gets _reﬂécted in
his bwn hMiliati’on ina by-prbduct of'traditional homeownership. Although meant t(.)' be
humorous, this scéne repi‘odué’es a diséourSe of héme where patriarchal owﬁer’ship,of
home and the atte’mp't- td“tame’f the su’rroﬁnding’ landscape leads to activitié__s' such as
lawn-mowing or,v;in this case, pest preverﬁion fhr0ugh' coyote ﬁrine. However, Lopez still
fails to understarjd the full impl'icati_ohs 6f “home” for> Ayfes, géﬁiné easily frustrated at
his long adjustment period to an SRO iatTﬂe" Larﬁp (a housing nonprqﬁt on-skid row) and’
completely missing' th’e importancé?'of comfortand familiarity in his life (‘_‘This isa

perfect musical environment.” “This? This is a sidewalk!-’;). Somehow, in this world it fs
rﬁoré normal to- cover yourself in ‘c'(.>.y<')_te'_urine while attemipting to protect your property

than to play music in an.outdoor urban environment.

While Ayres has some commonalities ‘with Manzanar Murakami, Karen Tei.
Yaniashita’s charééter-'v(/ho 1s deécribéd in the epigraph, the amount of agency élldwed -
them could not be more 'different; where M}irakami ré:mi'nds readers respect the differént
ways of créating home, Ayres’ .life_-repres_e'nt"s a story lof' ihe’ dominant model gone |
horribly wrong. And although ’-Thé Soloist has moments of spontaneity which break-
through the standard representatio'ri of horr.le,r they uéually come through satirizing Lopez™
.exiSt'en'c'e rather than. criticlally examining -tﬁé"optio"ris" available to his éounterpaft. Thus, -
the portrayal of pe,'oble éxperiehcihg héindessness as permanen‘tly' frapped in urban

space, first discussed ih.Wéghcr and von Itallie’s plays from'the:1980’s, continues to hold
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sway in T’ he,SolOist,' a ,movie-thathad. every oppdrtunity to .bUSt‘ these stereotypés wlde-

~ open and: g_'.ilve its characters agency_:’as;prei the author did in his book. Through |

' showin_g;The Lamp as a well-intentio_ned yet completely'overw'rought nonproﬁt, the film'

.__depdliticlzeshomelessness (differeritly than the ‘book, which features an astute critique of
Mayor‘Antonlo Villaraigosa’,-_s urban renewal policies),.a choice that affectsiboth the
NPIC andr the limitation of home‘resulting'from it. Without overstati'ng-.the _case, it seems
fair to observe that The Soloist was: many Americans’ largest cultural exposure to
homelesness 1n \ the 21St century so far and that, wh1le it raises awareness of a problem the
safe dlrectorlal ch01ces ultlmately keep the mtertwmed systems of home and |

- homelessness separate enough to preserve the comfort of housed viewers. .

~ This is not meant to Tbelittle 'the"po’tential;power of raisi'ng cultural awareness
around homelessness; which, when'doneVWell, can speak in multiple language_s to many
different kinds of listeners or viewers. The_? Se'attle-'based hip-hop artist Macklemore'
manages a more nuanced understanding of home and hom‘elessness ih his 2005 song
“City Don’t Sleep.”'* l{apping over a s_imple loop, Macklemore frames hitself as a
compassionate outsider to homeless'ness, much the same way 'that Lopez’ character sees
~ himself as a journalist exposing thepfoblerh to public light. The openlng stanza sets forth

.~ the location and subject of the song quite clearly:

Now everyday that T walk outta: ‘my building _
- I see homeless people sleeping and chillin’ on the steps to the apartment that I live -

in....

‘We’ve come to accept the homeless as part of our: landscape

The money thé govemment wastes could provide them with a safe place

To-eat and sleep, but we cease to see that our own country.is based '

around war, power and greed ,

We got families on the streets w1th nowhere to go

-and the concrete sthe only place they have to call to call home
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' Macklemore ses the urban landscape'ds a:s_etting to frame homelessness-at the -
intersectio’n of “belonging” e.nd_“ﬁt’; 1n rhe wider"Anderiean political and economic
universe. Unlike The Soloist, “City Don’t'SIeep” addres_ses homelessness as a- completely
political issue, one deeply roOted‘in the national ethos of “war, power, 'and~gre.ed.” The
recurring theme_off'_ “no\yhere to.go” also dovetails nicely with Pascale’s a’ss'ertion,,duo'ted
earlier, that homelesshess is less about physical structure and ultimately about a lack of

' belonging. 'Without pathologi;iné people er(periencing homelessness,-'_M_aeklemore gets
quickly to the root problem-of systemic spatial inequality and the structures that

_ perpetuate it.

Macklemore, who is white; also successfully integrates a critical understanding of
“race in America to-his discussion of hornelessness. In the second verse, he raps that:

We don't want to face it, :

And it being the fact that the government created the ghetto and gave it crack,

‘To oppress immigrants and blacks, and give 'em more of a setback.

Like the last 500 years wasn't enough to accomplish that.

Now look at the homeless rate, and tell me to my face that race,

Doesn't play an intricate part in your fate in the United States,

Now think about your héme, and the place that.you sleep,
- And the homeless, who only have the concrete.

- By tying hornelessneSS to racialized structures of inequalitsf, “City Don’t SIeep” already
makes an innporfant interyention in the older narrativesof victim-blaming and
pathologiZing thiir S0 often'contribute;to the discursive creation of homelessness. Ey’en

- more 1mpressrvely, it does so conscious of the urban landscdpe———ln other words
homelessness is shown not srmply a drsturbmg part of the structure and. order of the crty,

but instead b"ec'om'e's the lynchpvin‘that'holds it all ,together,___'p"z_irticularly in the final liries of
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the _v_erse'abové. Thé home is exﬁlicit_l}:{ cbrjﬁectéd to the concrete, simultaneously
-ac,knowledging the inadequacy of -hoi%sin‘g_for every"one within the pfes'ent-day'city and
the deep c.o'nnec'ti"(')h' i)etwee_:n “the pléce that you sleep” and the fate of others. This most |
- effective kind of advocacy speaks to Both'in'div_idual and systemic levels of uﬁderStanding
vhor'n,e,'ahd‘ g‘bes’ a long-way towards making ending homelessﬁess a politiéal mover_ner_lt |
rather than a policy issue. Macklemore’s own goals becomes clear towards'the end of fhé'
- song, when he implores the listéner to récbg’hize their own role- in home and
" homelessness: “You wanné see change? Then put your oﬁes in the aif/you think the
system that lwe"re living in is not fair? You wénna see change? fhen put your ones in the
“ait/now point them at yourself, caiise';(:hange starts right there.” Whereas The Soloist-and
.otl.ler individualebaged narratives of HOméIESS'nesg dating back to Kelly’s Chiéago
ethnographies seek to blace the blame 0ufside of the system and onto the indiVidﬁéi :
themselves, ‘;City Don’t Slee’p”.' treétis:i’h(')mel.essne»ss 1n a Wéy that recognizes racialized

and spatialized inequ‘alityj and attempts to intervene on multiple levels.

For a th_reé-min’ﬁpe song, Maéklefnore packs a lot in. Bﬁt What we. don’_t get is the
full power of agéncy for 'I)eoble experiénéing'homelessness. Because the song is written

- from the.péint of vi.ew of an ‘;ally,'” it-ends up aﬁning‘ directly at people with homes, ar_ld
_ in doing so eliminates the 'possib'ility'iofv empowerment of-agenéy for its subjects. But
~ what “City Don’t Sleep” does su“c'c’essﬁjll'y pull off is a reordering of the urbaﬁ’ order: fhat
encap’shlates the “hue and cry” for the just city. By doing so, it reframes the conversation
~ of “fit” from one-of dirt and ﬁlth and- impcdiments to the pursuit of capital to the question
of “fit” in terrris. of structures of ineﬁﬁ'a_lity. The question is answér’é_d résoundihglyfyes,_

"~ .. homelessness does fit into a narrative.of institutionalized racism, housing-based
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discrimination, ov'erpo'licing‘-of- urﬁéljﬁépe‘i'ce,r and‘the destmctién of ldWér-income '
communities through urban fenewal and: ge’n,t'riﬁeétion. And no, it is not acéeptable that
tﬁis continues. By refbcﬁsihg'thé.co‘n'}'/ersatibn‘a:hd' making the- necess_ary'strro‘n'g o
conne'ctions- between racé,'-placé; andi "s‘pacé,’ Macklemore .has created a piece of work
that, while far from perfect, shoulid_.-pr‘(')zVide 'é spérk' in the effort to fully flesh out ideas of =

order and fit-in the work to end hofneiesSnes_s.

_Both of these previoﬁs'c.ultura'l‘ iépfesentatioﬁs of the t;)vo core concepts have
chused on outdoor environments—the street of Skid Row,_ the concrete of thé.city. In
* James Mollisén’s'critically;acélaiméd photogréphic ‘essay Where Children Sleep, the
focus shifts to the inside. To thep}:i(')tographér, the opportunity to photdgraph c_hi_ldféﬁin
their living en\)iro};ménts “became a vehicle to think about issues of poverty a.n'd wealth,
about the'relationship“"(')f children to pcrsénal ‘possessions, and the pqwer-of children—or
- lack of it—to make déciSions .abéut' t_fieir 'l-i\;e;s.”'46'At‘-the heart of this inquiry lies a
contrast evident in the bpho'togrlaphs' bétwe’en scarcity and excess: Neither of these
éxtremgs correlate to norrriafivé i&ea's‘ ab"oﬁt “6rdér” in i:t"'s most pervasive sensé, which is
as the sensible middle. A ;;hoto éfa éhild’s room in a'slum in Kathmandu, cluttered with .
wofn'-.looking"boxesvand' blaﬁkets,_-‘is tepresented alongside a cluttered but Weaifhy room
in Tokyq; likewise, a photd of an‘ihcr'ed_iblyv.tidy dwelling in a “village in Senegal” with :
rélatively fe-w possessions save ;l)ooks can exist alongsidé neatly arranged i)e'nt-hou's'e. |
‘bedroom on 5" Avenue-in New: York; 47 148 Thé combination of these photographs goes a °
~ long way in expanding the de"ﬁr'iition_,(-)f Thome, with_.'t-he_ added poignancy of doing so
through the eyés'of chil'dren, whd éuﬁéﬁtly? make up the fa'siest-groWing segment of the

homeless population in the United States.'* But-Mollison does not only challenge his
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readers to think about- different le\-/els of wealth in privilege in the world; indeed, these
“photos expand the definition of home'through‘their inclusion of many different

transnational modes of shelter, community, and structure. -

Writing with regard to the b‘edroom' specifically, Akiko'Busch notes that “We |

~ want the place we sleep to be a place of substance And so our beds and bedrooms are

_ growrng »150 Busch refers to spatial growth not the kind of cultural growth of the notion
of a bedroom presented in Where Children Sleep ” Indeed, many of the abodes shown in
the,boOk would fall into- HUD’s-deﬁnition of :homelessness in the United States: a
'rn_att'ress' on a ‘grassy field, a small cot 1n a shack with caving walls -and a warp’ed'roof, and

a sofa on a crowded street.!”!

And et they are presented as home, alongside Spaees |
.which truly do represent an incredible bloating in the size of. thé bedroom (allrphotos, of

, co,urse, taken vt’rom the -United.States). How can this enormous disparity possibly fit into.
Buseh’s very ordered idea of i‘ﬁt”'within' a home, the “moral and social” dimensions of '
refuge amidst the chaos of the outside world? We conie to see that considering the home
as a one-dimensional quest for the ac,quisi_tion of space, as it is pbrtraﬁd in both Avalon
and Homer Price, stribs away .possibilities for people to set their own desires. Likewise,
Mollison’s photos sh‘ow-. that a strict definition of horne'lessne_ss, in addition to setting an
framework that re_mains too specific to- American cities, blocks off alternate |

understandings of home which can in turn create more open-minded policies.

The very real practice of expanding the physical size of the bedroom and the
home at the cost of people experien'eing homelessness in the United States, and the
policies tha_t'created this practice, are themselves the product of that discursive creation of

homelessness that Pascale pinpoints as creating 'a situation where people experiencing
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homeleSsness'are'“‘out‘o'f 'lorder.”ISi'B}.’_f pfe"sénti‘n’g' alternatives to that order ,WHich inspires |
a sense of “fit” into which pe‘opl’er‘béxpé.ri;encing homelesshess can normally never belong,
Mollison’s phofoéraphs‘fnake anothéf key interﬁention af the intersection bf narrative and-
. policy. Americans are b_ombarded by the_'do"minant» médel of home and mainstream -
repfeséntatiOﬁs of iho:meie"éSnésstheif Stigﬁlatizé"»b(;th:«béoﬁlé‘a_ﬁd rspa'c-e on a daily basis,
yet this COIIection-'_ma-kes a r’riuc'h‘d‘eépe'f"impa_(:t»ju_St on its-own a§ a powerful piece of
work that forces questioning of the most basicé'ssumptions of sleep and shelter. ‘In-mahy
ways, “Whe'reChildrgn Sieep”"aﬁd “City‘ Don’t Sleep” céuld"form a very -cd'r'np,rehensive
"companion: set, wifh one foéusing on fthe' o'r_d»ering-'of the ci.ty‘and the other on the f)eople
and g:o’ﬁlmunities.t'hat:d‘()n.’t fit into’said structure‘s."Takeh, together, thesé texts serve asa
reminder of the constant cénné_’c’tiqh betwreé'n’:d'iSc‘o‘u_r’s.e and policy, the unshakeable
linkage of the expansions and contractions éf home and Homélessness, and most

' importantly, of the need to talk and agt"tdgether--tdreélaim the city from the “order” of
éapital accumulation that, as long eié it carries 'the day;‘bréVents fhe end of homelessnt‘:_ssw '

and perpetuates a terrible abuse of space, people, and‘comihunities.
"Conclusion

Stuart Hall posits that “répréseritation is the production of meaning” by which. we
form conceptual maps cdhsiéﬁng of 'corinectiOnfs ‘betWeen people, places, events, and -
_-ideas.lvsl3 Through the"analysi's of 'différén‘;’ forms Ofre‘;)reseﬁtation'_ih this chapter, I havé
efnphasizg:d the role of blacé’in' part‘ic‘.iiléria_s‘ ké.y' in fOrr'ni.ng‘-this conceptual map of
homelessness that remains: dominant: i the Uni_fed States.’.Mos-f-.iﬁl-pOrtarit- of all is the link ._ |
_between cultﬁral represeﬁfétibn.and 'the éonCréte'réélity"‘fhét pedpl‘é face in their day-to-

day lives; whether that reality involves a safé structure and an adequate home or if the
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sittiation lies some'where on the Speetrnm of homelessness, cultural 'repre's'entation--of '

Vhome 'a’nd homelessneSS haslplayeil_,a role'hOth in the creation and prom‘ulgation of these

| 'disparate-'realities; From the “hobO”.;to the “vagrant” to the'skid row of NathanielAyres, I

have tried to tracel the development of ldeas' of homelessness that 'eonﬁne people to .
~_certain spaces of the city, forever'vbran'di'ng both'them and the assoei'ated.plaees. The

- 'example of Peace House in Chapter I: shows that counter-narratrves can intermingle with
community- based organizing and actron to intervene in thls cycley l1kew1se the

,photographs of Mollison shows that e\ien in cultu_re, cou_nter discourses are.possible,
especially when thesl are :dr'iyen by ‘the"ins'ig‘htsof homeles-'s people themsel'ves; Yetto-
even engage in this work takes the willingness to'discuss and .-c_onfrOnt_these'narrative's:‘of ,

space, plaee, and homelessness that are deeply endemil’c to any representation of the

American city.

For far too long, people experieneing horheleSsness'_have been trappetl in space by
this connection between unexamined cultural product1on and pol1cy that ignores the
‘ ongorng legacies of the warped foundations of home. The hope with this final chapter on
representmg homelessness remains to broadén the co'nversat1on and link it W1th some of
_ the more policy-oriented ﬁndmgs of .the previous chapters If we are to talk about -
- homelessness and we certainly must- talk about homelessness the conversatlon cannot
happen without a congruent discussion of home, with all of its socio-spatial and
geographic impl‘ication_s.--.To focus a movie on a torturecl but brilliant musician trying to
: éseape Skid Row really should r'epreSentthe" opportnnlty to question what kind of home
awaits him on the “other side,” and_to,’critically'-'e_xamine the» role that home has playecl in

the lives of other characters. Yet for'mainstream' 'conSumption, the story and the onus of
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r“e‘spolrisibility is plaééd'bn the indi{}idua}' ekperiénéing homélessnéss, just.as previous -
cultural prddu’(;tiori of homelessness féc;iséd on the “misfit” nature of hobos and vagrants
rather'than the geographic énd e.con-ovrh‘ic. strubturés that forced their situatioh. These |
,differ’ent;te‘x\ts show that, with the 'exé’eiition"of the counter narrative, representations of |
horﬁel‘e's"snés-s hide its connection to 'thé dominant model of home'whilé situating people”
: expefiencing »ho'rﬁ'elésshes’s'within the order of the city and without a piace to fitor

belong. |

To shift the conversation; we must expand our understanding of homelessness to

include home, and vice versa. No longer can we talk about Homer Price or Avalon solely

. as products of a post-war d'esirelfo'r a stablé home; we have tO’lr,ead‘these texts as'equally - -

important to something like “City Don’t Sleep” in understanding why we have yetto end
homelessness in Merica.' The tranénational c'onnectiqns introduced by Mollison also 7 »
provide necessary ’pérspc'cti.ve,‘-és: the ‘j(;pr-)oSitiOnal force of capital that ordérs ;che city a'nq
causes the lack of fit con_tinues. tb grow asa global phenomenon, which is why the Right-
to. the City must also take in maﬁy i.‘orm's-of résist'ance.; Ideally, writing new stories to
expaﬁd the idea of home oﬁgh’t to circle Back' to grassroots work to build a movement
baséd around a sociopolitical (hot po"li"cj"y) struggle to end homelessness, as the discursive
broadening of home and-homeléssn'es;s needs to walk'the walk-of true emboWe_rment
through interdi'séipli'riary cultural work ﬂiat cehféfs t_he voices of people experiencing

: homelessness.;Infprom_o'tir'lgthe unhéard stories-and voices of homeleésness that provide
‘ space to draw the mbst important cO’f-lh'ecti.ons:,'we -Cén create a new disc:burs'e that in turn

opens the door to.a broader idea of home and a more just city.
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- Conclusion

In presentiné and probléhiatizihg'thé spatial and cultural connections between the
creation of home and hom’elessnesS, tﬁé voices and exbe’rien‘ces of people é‘i(périencihg
homelesshess th‘einselves bepome ceritral, both through- their presence in altemétive
¢reations of home and their ébs'énpe in fnairistream- cultural representation. Irr order to end
homeieSSncsé, thesé voices must come‘f(irth not only through ._sites of resistancé:énd
solidarity'such asv-P:éace_House, but also through the actual procéss of finding hi)me |
. through sup‘portiVelhousing and the policy debate that surrounds it. Every time that I —

atten(i a conference or l;;athe_rin"g focused on ending homelessness, I’m struck by thé
disconnect b_etween the conversations in the room and the iinmediate.sur'roundings :
ouiside. Last siimmer.af such a'cohferierice in Was'hington‘, DC,; the hotel conferéence =

- center waé located downtown; after a day full of pcilic,y’-focﬁsed conversations that set a
high point (if entry through their'relia_hdé on —profeséional j?af_gOn; it was jarring to walk
outside and realize that I iiadrbeen talking about the pedple around me all day with-out,
talking to them. Aside from exemplifying the structures of the NPIC, this episode also
showed the separatiori betwéen rrepre\Sentaltion bo_th culturally and-politically when it
comes to ehding horiléiessness. Not only does ihe mai_nstr‘eam discourse disall_owjagericy
for peoplejexperién'cinlg homelessness; but the very structuies working to end it also
vcominue this harmful exclusion, léading.to policies that create material exclusion through

crunch assimilation.

‘Perhaps by injecting a conversation that includes a critique of the dominant model

4

of home into the work to end homelessness we can broaden both the ideas and the

conversation. The creation of home discussed predominantly in Chapter Two is
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égsentiaily ,a‘pr'ocebss of control‘li'ngé~Sbﬁéé¥tMGugh governmental policies,-sﬁburbié. came
into be‘in’g"aé a place wheré behavior was :preselec'ted by design in order to miti'gatg the .
fear of a Conﬂnunist threat. This Spat.ial"‘coht_rbl. then extended to the. ﬁrban core, through

. the b'r‘qces_s of the;vécancy chain and the 'p'ow’er of racialized perception of certain public
spaces and areas. This control is then solidified through the diséourses.surrdunding home
and homelessness presénted‘ in Chaptér_ Three. In order to shake this conneéfion, people .
experiencing H'ori_ie]es;sﬁeés themsél'v'esr_érea.te a new kind’of order, one that prioritizes |
their ﬁeeds of home. This can be viewed through the frame of the right to tﬁg city, which
calls for, in Don Mitchell’s words, “thé ~right to-inhabit, to appropriate and control.”‘5 4
The creation of hovme,-.done in a way that :réspe.cts the differen?e between displacément '

| and homelessness a'é central-to dlggmg @ut the structural inequalities that c;aus_e- .
homeleéssness, would allow familie.s,-irllldividuals','and youth the opportunity to
appropriate the physiéai structure of home Vto ﬁ.t their own needs and-definitions without -
'perpétuating ‘the discourses and ineqqalitiés of the dominaht'model'. By dofng so, the |
empowerment and solidarity that exists at organizatidns like PeaceHouse in-Minneapo_lisr |
and i’icturé the Homeless in New YQrk could itSélf také hold of the larger movement to
~end homeleésness; éircumscfibing the NPIC aln'd‘:'tur-ning the movement from Gne that
highlights a lack of housing to one thatgfocuses'oln the ége_@y of beép_le e‘xp'eri‘en'c‘:ing -

homelessness to create alternative cbh_ceptibnS and spatial realities of home.

This work, then, to.move towards ending homelessness through a discourse and "
- policy that foc_uses on its perpetuation through the dominant model of home and the
crunch assimilation caused by it, begins at the level of representation. We need more

songs and media texts like “City Don’t Sleep,” which show homelessriéss at the nexus of
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_inétituti’dnalizéd fac’ism and spati'aliZed ii"néqual’ityhdf wealth and access to the érhenities éf _
‘urban life. An enhanced discourse-can 1n fu'rn' create the 'pos_sib.ilityl of ‘v}:léu‘_;‘.‘édr.pec)plg
talking ‘fwith”-vpeoplfe-exper_iencing. il,dfnelessn'es's'.,v rather than talking abo’l'lt..-th'em,. to ag‘ain
" borrow from the Work 6f Picture th¢"-H0:r"nel.ess. This' atmosphere of empowerment and
trust must then e*tend to théaéﬁalbréation of 1p'oli.cy around homglessﬁess; a discussion
' that-mﬁ's‘,t also ¢;<pand .fror'n the syrﬁ"ptprﬁ (péople living without a hdme).'to the roots of -
the problém-'-fhé inequity caﬁs‘ed‘b? the exclusivity of the dé_rhinaht model of home and |
its roots in the fragm’ehted metropolitan aréa,‘ a fundarhentally warped .foundafibh from . _
- which to create -arjust c_ity. Thus, the work to end ho"rrvlelessness'r 'lexpandsl'out_side of the
| NPIC into housing policy that could address lefiovers from the initial creation of home
such as the home mortgage ‘inferest-déducti'on; :a'p.o'licy'_‘ that incentivizes homeowneréhip |

“but on its own costs an incredible 28 times the entire budget of HUD. '

By making this
connection explicit in policy, advocatés:and policymakers éould‘bring forward the voices
~ of people experiencing homelessness to then redesign the spatial feality of homelessness

to accommodate multiple definitions of home and begin the process of reorganizing the
m(-;tropolitari area to create a broader sense of belonging for all-of its inhabitants.

The interconnectedness of evéryone in a métropolitaﬁ area remains at the heart of
both the practice and the theory of ‘atterhptin'g to creaté a more just place. Through

' exposing these. connections in this project, I hope to complete the earlier comparison of

the n,o'ﬁeiney‘itability of both suburbanization and homelessness, Just as neither is -
inevitable and both were created through policiés and practices that came out of a specific
time, so too can both be reversed. But the exclusivity of the-dominant model of home and

the horrific spatial realities ofihorrieléssnés's will not end if they-are addressed se-pa'.ratélyL‘ R
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Rather, by tying the two together a movement could arise that critiques capital’s
appropriation of urban space while creating clear pathways for people experiencing
homelessness to appropriate their own space and reinvent home to cover everyone’s
needs. Just as the destruction of the Haverford State Hospital recreated the dominant
model of home, so too can more intentional and progressive transformation of space and
buildings work to help people experience homelessness, a process already happening in
some cities through the re-appropriation of old buildings into supportive housing and
geographic investments in creating a more inclusive model of home. Meanwhile, the
work to end homelessness continues, bounded by the shadow of home but searching for

safety, inclusivity, and the right to a just city.
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Appendix
Map 1: Twin Cities Housing Submarkets
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Map 2: Shelter and Transitional Housing, Hennepin Count
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