View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by .. CORE
provided by CLoK

University of Central Lancashire

Article

Samuel Bamford, the Radical

Poole, Robert

Available at http://clok.uclan.ac.uk/14538/
Poole, Robert (2016) Samuel Bamford, the Radical. Transactions of Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society, 153 . ISSN 123456789TBA

It is advisable to refer to the publisher’s version if you intend to cite from the work.

For more information about UCLan’s research in this area go to
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/researchgroups/ and search for <name of research Group>.

For information about Research generally at UCLan please go to
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/research/

All outputs in CLoK are protected by Intellectual Property Rights law, including
Copyright law. Copyright, IPR and Moral Rights for the works on this site are retained
by the individual authors and/or other copyright owners. Terms and conditions for use
of this material are defined in the http://clok.uclan.ac.uk/policies/

CLoK T ST
Central Lancashire online Knowledge CL ) E@
www.clok.uclan.acuk Xk OR._.



https://core.ac.uk/display/46164211?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://clok.uclan.ac.uk/policies/
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/research/
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/researchgroups/

SamueBamford theRadical
RobertPoole

Guild Research Fellow in History,
University of Central Lancashire

rpoole@uclan.ac.uk

For: Memoirs of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society, vo. 153 (2014-15).
Author’s final corrected copy.

Theradicalandwriter SamueBamfordof Middleton(17881872)is bestknownfor histwo-part
autobiographyPassage theLife of a Radical(183941), with its superbtaccounbpf the1819
PeterlodVlassacreandEarly Days(1848). But anautobiographealsoneedsafull life, and
Bamfordwasalsoajournalist,apoet,adiaristof distinction,andoneof thelongestlived andbest
documentedvorkingmenof hisage.

SamueBamfordwasbornin 1788in theLancashiraveavingvillage of Middleton,six
milesnorth ofManchesterHis fatherwasanartisanweaveranda Methodistandsometime
Governor of the workhouse Salford,wherehalf thefamily, including Samuel’smother,died
of fever;young Samuehimselfnearlyfollowedthem.He receivedanintermittentformal
education, includingpellsatthegrammarschoolsn MiddletonandManchesterandthenheld
asuccessiomf jobsrangingfrom eastcoastsailorto Manchestewarehousemaie also
enlistedin thelocal Volunteerforce duringthe 1803-4 invasiorscarelaterwriting acelebratory
poem, ‘Oldhaniocal’. He marriedhis childhoodsweetheartJemimajn the CollegiateChurch
in 1810, soorafterthebirth of their only child Ann who was,unusually placedin hisarms
immediatelyafterwardsHe wasin Manchesteat thetime of the Luddite disturbances in
Middletonin April 1812 ,andwasbackweavingin Middletonasthe postwar movementor a
radicalreform of parliamentook off.

Bamfordbecamesecretaryf the MiddletorHampdenrClub, foundedn 1816, justtthe
timewhentheleadershipf theradicalmovementvasmovingfrom London(asit wasto do
againin theChatrtistperiod).Whenthe LondorHampdenClub proposed a nationpétitioning
campaigrfor parliamentaryeformlastingmanymonths, aneetingat Middletonled demands
for moreurgentaction,“asit is impossibleor the People athis partof theCountry,to
SUBSISTontheir presentmneansevenwith the support of th8 OUPKETTLE, till theDate
fixed by the London Hampden Clufiflarch2'9).” (1) A delegateneetingfor theManchester
areaheldin Middletonin Decemberesolvedo send outnissionarieso rouseother
manufacturinglistricts,and anothein Januarychosedelegateso thenationalHampdenClub
meetingin London on 2% Januaryl817,Bamfordamongthem.In London hemethisheroes
Cobbett,CartwrightandHunt,andmadea crucialinterventionin favour of manhoodatherthan
taxpayersuffrage pointing outthatthemilitia lists provided goracticalbasisfor anelectoral
register.“This wasenoughfor me.Thethinghadneverstruckmebefore”,wrote Cobbett;
Hunt'sradicalline wasadopted(2)

Theresponse of thBlanchestereformerdso theexpectedejectionof thebill by
parliamentvasto organise anarchon Londorto petitionthePrinceRegentthe“marchof the
blanketeersbn 10March.HabeagCorpusvassuspendedindinternment introducedamford
opposed the expeditian practicalgroundsaccuratelypredictingits successfuinterceptionby
themilitary. With equalshrewdness, hexposedand denounceddandestinattemptto enlist
him in aschemeo “makea Moscow oManchesterin orderto secureabasefor a second
marchon LondonTheplans for thigisingwentaheadjnvolving some of hisssociatedyutthe
organisatiorwas penetrate@hndperhapsnstigatedy spiesandthe conspiratoraierearrested



attheendof March.Becausef hisradicalconnection8amfordwasafterwardsounded u@s
asuspectputfor atime in chains,andtakento Londonfor interrogationby Lord Sidmouthand
the Privy CouncilHe took careto drill hiscomradesn a commordefencenot asingleone of
themwent



to trial, andBamfordwasreleasedheadof theothersin May 1817.His earlyreturnraised
suspicionghathehadturnedinformer, suspicionsvhichwereneverentirelyto leavehim. They
arearerefutedby theHomeOffice’s records;otherswavered but not BamfordHe alsorejected
anapproactirom theinstigatorsof the abortive Pentridgesing; his closeassociatdoseph
Mitchell, bolder butessshrewdwasruinedby hisrole astheunwitting colleagueof Oliver the
spy.

Now afigure of someauthority,Bamfordwasprominenin theseriesof local reform
meetingghataccompaniedhe spinnersandweavers strikesof 1818.He continuedo advocate
petitioning,which manynowfelt wasadiscreditedactic; Bamfordhoweverwasat hearta
constitutionalistsubmitting goetitionto parliamen about his imprisonmemindseeking(in
vain) ahearingat thebar of the HouseHe favouredanopen, communitypasedstyle of
campaigningndstrewedhis speechewith homely,commonsensepolitical metaphorsHe was
anearlyadvocatef womenvoting atmeetingswhich earnedchim scoffingcommentgrom
some of higellow-orators He wasanaturallocal leaderof therevivedmassplatformstrategy
in the Spring of 1819 o pacifist,hehelpedto form theguardfor Hunt on hisvisit to
Manchestem Januaryl819.He wasthechieflocal organisenf theRochdaleandMiddleton
component of thenarchto Manchestefor thegreatreformmeetingof 16" August 1819,
notablefor its military-stylediscipline,its festivearray,andits inclusion ofwomenandfamilies.
He distributediaurelsto thesectionleadersasthe marchmovedoff andurgedpeaceandgood
order upon thenarchersTroopsbroke upthe meeting,andin the“Peterloomassacrethat
followed fifteenwerekilled andover 650 moresabrecandtrampled,amongthemmanywomen
andsomechildren.Afterwards,reunitedwith awife whom hehadfeareddead heled a thousand
of hiscomradesn adefiantanddisciplinedmarchbackto Middletonbeneaththe onlybannerto
survive thecarnagelt washisfinesthour.A few dayslaterhewasarrestedimprisonedoriefly
in Lancastecastle andchargedalongwith Henry Huntandotherswith seditiousconspiracy.

Bamfordreactediercelyto Peterlooandwasprobablyat his mostmilitantin its
aftermathNonethelesshesubmergedhimselfin the questor evidenceo provewhathad
happenedHe attendedhe inquesinto thedeathof theOldhamPeterloovictim JohnLeesasa
reporterandheassiduouly gatherecvidencdor thedefenceat the forthcomingrial, engaged
by the MetropolitanRelief Committee.At thetrial in York in March 1820Bamfordconducted
hisown defenceWhile Hunt took theattackingrole Bamford’scarefullymarshalledvitnesses
asto thepeacefulandfestivenature of the processionadesuchanimpacton both judge and
jury thatthe prosecutiodespairedf successHe wasnot alonen beingshockedy the verdict
of guilty, andhis outbursatthe subsequesentencindnearingat theKing’'s Benchin London
probablyexacerbatethepenalty:oneyearin Lincoln gaol.

Bamfordnow began workingp establisthimselfasawriter. For severalyearshehad
beenproducingpoetry,and theadicalMancheste©Observethadprintedhis songandverses
extolling Hunt, CobbettBrandrethandliberty anddenouncingorruptlawyersandparsonsA
slim volume,The Vave Boy, waspublishedn early1819.From Lincoln headdedmany more,
includingtwo popular broadsides:tabuteto QueenCarolineand“The Songof the Slaughter”
aboutPeterloothelatter sungto imposingeffectat thesolemnanniversarygatheringsn 1820
and1821. Alargervolume ofMiscellaneoug?oetrywaspublishedby ThomasDolby of London
in 1821.TheradicaimomenthowevemadpassedHe hadalsofallen outwith HenryHunt over
Hunt'sincessanself-promotion,andagainfacedsuspiciorfrom someof hisfellow-villagers.
Hereturnedo weaving,atwhich hewashighly skilled, andthenextyear movedlittle way out
of Middletonto Stakehillto tendhis loomandhisfamily in peace.
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Little is known ofBamford’slife over thenexteighteenyearsor so.He wasamong those
local radicalswho madesome commopausewith theliberal third Lord Suffield, lord of the
manor of Middleton, omeformissuesin 1825 theyaccepteduffield’s patronage in
establishingaMechanicsinstitutefor Middleton,anepisodevhich endedn acrimonyas(in
Bamford’'saccount)Suffield tried to censorthe publicationgn thereadingroom. In 1826 he
wenton a long expedition on fotd persuad@orth Lancashirealicoweaveraotto takepartin
machinebreakingn Middleton, asuccessfuinissionwhich earnechim deaththreatsbut which
may have kept theveaversout of atraplaid by theauthorities By Bamford’sown accounte
stoppedveavingin 1826, although hevasreportedn 1840to beweavingsilk. He tried various
other occupations, includinzeersellernewsagentauctioneeandpostofficer. He corresponded
first with theMorning Herald andfrom 1826wasaregularcorresponderfor theManchester
Guardian (3) In 1832 hewasforcedto serveasparishconstablen Middleton,gettinginvolved
in anundignifiedseriesof disputeswith otherreformersandtownspeople andppealingo the
magistratesor support;Bamfordhimselfalwaysclaimedtheissuesverepersonalput hisrift
with hisformerfellow-radicalswasprofound.He continuedo write poetry,publishingHoursin
theBowers(1834) dargelynewcollectionof morelyrical materialwith the mostadicalverses
of his youthexcludedThefollowing yearsawthegreatesblow of hislife ashissingledaughter
Ann diedattheageof 25,apparentlyof a consumptiomwhichin hisdarkermomentshe
attributedto hisfamily’s privations during his imprisonmeint Lincoln.

Bamford’'scareerasawriter took off in middleage,stimulated- orratherprovoked -by
theChartistyearsof 1838-48 Fromthe outseBamfordwasacritic of theChartistsyejecting
whathesawas“mob law andmobviolence”evenashemaintainedhejusticeof their wider
cause(4) Theirtacticaloppositionto theAnti-cornLaw Leagueangeredaveterarradical
bloodedin oppositionto the‘breadtax’. In the spring of 1839 he publishadappeako would-
beinsurgentsn theform of a version of thepicpoemLa Lyonnaiseby the Frenchrepublican
writer PierreJeande Berangerwhich detailedtheawful consequencesf the Lyon silk weavers’
uprising of 1834Laterthatyearhe beganvork on thefirst volume of hisautobiography,
Passagem thelLife of a Radicalwhich extolledthewhathesawastheconstitutionalist,
communitybasedeformmovement of his youthilst atthesametime warning oftherisksof
classbasednsurgencyln 1841-2 henrote aseriesof Walks Among th&Voikers for the
conservativévlanchesteiChronicle In 1843therecamearevisededitionof hisPoemsandin
1844ananthology ofournalismandfictional sketchentitledWalksin SouthLancashire.

At thesameime ashewrote hismemoirs Bamfordretreatedrom thepresentAs if to
signalhis distancingrom hisearlierlife he movedrom Middletonto Blackley,nearer
Manchesterrenting acottageon theedgeof the picturesque Boggdtiole Clough.He
occasionallyattendedneetingof the Surinn circle of Lancashirgpoetsandauthors in
Manchesterwherehewassomething oinelderstatesmain acircle of rising dialectwriters
andfiresidepoets whose commdhemewasnostalgiaHe cultivatedaninterestin the historyof
Lancashireidealisingits old hallsandpaternalkt gentry.He becamdriendly with the
ManchesteGuardians chiefreporterandlocal historywriter JohnHarland,assistinghim with
copyingsourcematerialandlater publishing acouple ofantiquariaressay®f hisown on
Middleton.(5) WhenHarlandsenthim acopy of aquestionnaire aboltancashiredialectaspart
of a projecby Bamfordreplied:“l amof opinion that th@rigin of thenamesof manyof our
streamshills, andold placesof habitationareceltic, andf | werea youngman,| wouldtry to
acquirea knowledge ofhatlanguageaswell as
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Saxonwereit onlyto gatherup asit were,andunderstand thenemorialsof the people who
havebeenherebeforeus.”(6)

Harland’squestionnairgvaspartof a projectby Manchestet.iterary andPhilosophical
Societyto compilealLancashiraelialectglossarylt promptedBamford— who both spoke the
dialectandstudiedit —to compilehis own extensiveaglossaryHe sentacopyto thesocietyin
November 1843; his origing nowin the JohrRylandsLibrary. (7) J. H. Nodallaterrecounted
how, “after the Councibf theLit & Phil Societyhaddecidedo proceedhofurtherwith the
undertakingMr Bamfordobtainedoermissiorto publish hisown collectionof words,andit
formstheglossaryappendedo some of his works.(8) ThiswasBamford’sDialect of South
Lancashire publishedn 1850andreissuedn 1854.Bamford’sview thattheLancashiredialect
preservednuchof theCelticandAnglo-Saxontonguewasembracedy William Gaskellin his
Two Lectureson Lancashirdialect, andsubsequentlpecamegenerallyaccepted(9) In the
Autumn of 1872, abougix monthsafterBamford'sdeath,ameetingof Manchestet.iterary
Club (of which Bamfordhadbeenareveredmemberyesolvedo compilealLancashiralialect
glossaryandapproachedhelLit & Phil via Gaskellfor permissiorto useBamford’smanuscript.
Notwithstanding thevork which hadaccumulatedince,Bamford’scollectionremainedhe
principal resourcéor theresultingpublications(10)

Passage thelLife of a RadicalnadeBamford'sreputationrasawriter. (11) It was
widely reviewedin thenewspapeandperiodicalpress pothin Manchesteandnationally,its
authorlaudedfor his moderation, hiprofessegatriotismandhis fluentandmusculamprose
style.His approvingreadersncludedisaacDisraeli,William GladstonetheCarlylesthe
GaskellsandCharlesDickens.ThomasCarlylesenthim admiringlettersandasignedcopyof
PastandPresentandJanéNelshCarlylevisitedhis cottagewhile on atour of theregion.He also
becamdriendswith the Sheffield“corn law rhymer” EbenezeElliott. Bamford'spoem“God
HelpthePoor’featuredn ElizabethGaskells ManchestenovelMary Barton(1848),its author
characterisedsa“fine-spirited”sonof toil. The Gaskellgeceivechim asaguestandElizabeth
Gaskellobtainedor him asignedcopyof thepoemsof Tennysorwhomhemuchadmired(12)

Bamfordwasuncomfortablevith thesometimegatronisingoraiseheapedy themiddle
classe®n theheadof amoderatavorkingman.He supplementetiisincomefrom writing by
occasionahppearanceasalecturerandbecameregularspeakeat meetingsiesignedo
promoteselfeducatiorandmutualimprovemenamongtheworking-classes(13) In theafterglow
of cornlaw repealasBamfordagainfoundhimself strugglingto makea living, atestimonial
fundwassetupfor him, but hisundeferentialnsistenceon taking the proceedsa lum
p sunratherthanasanannuitycreatedacrimonyand distrust amongst his supporters.
Preferringindependencto charity heinvestedthe moneyn publishing a second volunoé
autobiographyiarly Days in 1848-9.This he followedin 1850with Dialect of South
Lancashire a version of the foundingxt of Lancashiredialectwriting, Tim Bobbin’scomical
1746 TummusandMary. Bamfordusedhis own knowledge oLancashiradialectto “correct”
Tim Bobbin’soriginal, which heconsideredoo closeto theMerseysidalialectof its author’s
youth,andappendedhis earlierglossarynowliberatedfrom the graspof the ManchesteL.it &
Phil. This provokedananonymousatiristto publishanillustratedsatiricalpoementitled“Tim
Bobbin’s Ghost” (1850which homedn mercilesslyon Bamford’'sweaknesseandsensitivities.
Bamfordwasdeeplywoundedat this attackby someonevho had obviouslybeencloseto him
atonetime; hesuspecte@ minorwriter calledGeorgeRichardson but bore thdingerprintsof
hisfellow dialectwriter andformerradicalally Elijah Dixon. It may have been thispisode
which prompted
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him to accepttheoffer of a posin the Inland Revenue through the patronage oL iberal Sir
John Wbod. (14)

In 1851, thenBamfordleft his nativeLancashirdo work asaclerkin the oncehated
tax-gatheringmachinewriting aheartfeltpoem‘Farewellto My Cottage’.Themoveto London
wasnot asuccessBamfordwasshiftedfrom office to office asthe Inland Revenueeorganised
itself, finishing upat SomerseHousecataloguind'a hugemassof old foisty, rotting, stinking
booksandpapers”(15) The hours ofwork andhisadvancingageleft him no timeto visit the
British MuseumReadingRoomto write hisfurtherhistoryandmemoirof LancashireHe did
however managan extension of his autobiograpimto the 1820sin theform of ahostile
polemicalmemoirof hisfellow-reformerAmosOgden(1853).He alsocontributedhree
fictional sketche®f the 18534 Prestorcottonlockoutto Casselldllustrated Family Paper, a
moralisingfictional interventionwhich precededhoseof Dickensin HouseholdWordsandHard
TimesandGaskellin Northand South (16). He wastheoccasionafjuestof ThomasCarlyleat
hishomein Chelseandthedrinkingcompaniorof theNorthumberlangboet RobertStory, a
fellow clerkat SomerseHouse put heneverfelt athomein Londonandrevisited Lancashire
fromtimeto time.At theendof sevenyearsheresignechis postandin May 1858 returnedo live
in humbleMoston,ontheoppositesideof BoggartHole Cloughfrom hisformer cottageat
Blackley, narrowlysurvivingaserioudrain crashontheway.

Now aged70, Bamfordsoughtoncemoreto makealiving asawriter andlecturer. In this
hewasassistedby therevival of theliberal reformmovementn 185361 which adoptechim as
somethingpf arespectablavorking-classfigureheadDinnerswereheldin hishonourandhewas
befriendedy Sir Jamesay-Shuttleworthprovidingreminiscenceandgatheringhistorical
materialaboutthe 1826powerloonriots for Kay-ShuttleworthS novelScarsdal€1862).(17) His
publicappearancdsoweverbroughtonly mixedresultsandhefixed his hopesonobtaininga
governmenpensiorfor himselfby way of compensatiofor theimprisonmentiehadsufferedfor
thecauseof reformin hisyouth.He wasbitter at his failure to obtainmorethana£50oneoff
grant,andhis pricklinessagainalienatedotentialpatrons putthedeathof hiswife Mimain 1862
promptedafinal testimonialWwhichwasthistime usedto providehim with apensionDuringthe
yearsl85862 hekeptadiary, filled with lettersandcuttings.He alsogaveup his aim of writing
furtherhistoriesandmemoirs purningother“old anduselessettersandpapers” althoughthefinal
editionof his poetry HomelyRhymeg1864)includedsomefurtherreminiscencg18) He
lived on peacefullyvisited by friends,admirersandlocal children,until hisdeathin February
1872.(19)

It would beeasyto seeBanford's political life in termsof afamiliar kind of agerelated
slidefrom radicalismto conservatism,uelledby his own somewhatantankeroupersonality
After hisreleasdrom gaolin 1821hisresentmenta/ereincreasinglyexpresseth personarather
thanpolitical terms directedasoftenasnotagainshisfellow-reformersatendencyhatreached
its nadirin hisunhappytermasaconstableof Middletonin 18323. As helostconfidencen
theimmediatefitnessof his classfor thefranchisehisbeliefin manhoodsuffragebecamemore
adeclaratiorof faith in educationaprogresshananimmediatepolitical demand:the people
themselvesvantedreforming”washow heputit. (20) In hisautobiographyesuppressethention
of someof hisinsurrectionaryassociationandactivities,andbid insteador recognitionof his
statusasapioneeringvorking-classmoderateandanttcornlaw campaignenf towardstheendof
hislife his statusasanhoneststalwartradicalwaslargelyunchallengedt waspartlybecausdée
hadoutlivedandoutwrittenmostof his critics. Therewill alwaysbeevidencdor thosewho see
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him asarenegadeSeenn awider contexthowever Bamford's consistencyf principleis more
apparenandhis staturerises.(21)

Fromthetime of hisimprisonmentif notbefore, Bamfordplacedfamily andsocialvalues
overshorttermpolitical targetsVictorianvaluescameoutto meethim, ratherthanvice versaHe
understoodrom bitter experiencehevulnerability of theradicalmovemento espionagandthe
disastrousiumanconsequences demagoguerybetrayal andimprisonment.Peterlocshookhim
to thecore,for themostpeacefubf masgrotesthhadbeenmetwith themostsavagef responses,
butby thesameiokenhewasableto recognisdiberalisatiorwhenhesawit. Thetendencyof
modernscholarshiasbeento downplaythesignificanceof Chartistmembershigndclass
rhetoricaslitmustestsof radicalismandto recogniséheimportanceof community gendeand
culture;onall thesecounts BamfordscoresWhile experiencéroughthim to rejectannual
parliamentandpaymentfor MPs,heneverdeviatedrom thelongtermgoal of universal
manhoodsuffrageIn apolitical landscap&vhichhadchangedlmostcompletelyoverhislong
lifetime hestoodbytheold radicaldemand®f cheapgovernmenandno breadtax. TheBamford
who laterin life insistedontoastingthewholeroyal family andnotjustthemonarchwasthesame
Bamfordwho hadproclaimedherightsof theKing’s abandonedife forty yearsbefore Acutely
classconsciousn hiseverydaylife, herejectedhepolitical languageof classandremainedat
bottomanold-styleradicalpatriot.

Bamford’'swell-known autobiographgemainsone of the founding documentskxglish
radicalhistory,andaliterary classic While he isoccasionallydisingenuous, makingccasional
strategicomissionstime andagainthesourcesearout hisaccountOthernineteenth century
working-classautobiographersuchasWilliam Lovetttypically describehealienationof the
selteducatedvorkingmanfrom the unreformedocietyof his youth Bamfordcelebratedis
community backgrounaionfessingo a dissolutgiouthandofferingin Early Daysarich
insider’'saccountof the customsandculture of theveavingdistrictsin theearlyindustrial
revolution. In Passages in theife of a RadicaBamford(like the youngDickens)regularly
pausesn hispolitical narrativeto relateanecdotesandghoststories His journalismandlectures
tendedo bedidacticand moralisingalthough on theight topic he couldlsowrite with
eloquencandpower.His poetry hasbeenlesshighly regardedpartly becauséts contexthas
beenlost: muchof it waswritten to be sungatherthanread,or hada topicalpolitical purpose,
depended ofocal familiarity, or useddialect.Bamford’s“Odeto aplotting parson’cursesHay,
the Peterloomagistratewith tremendousffect:

And here like a goodoyal priestshaltthou reign,
Thecauseof thy patronswith zealto maintain;

And thepoor,andthehungry,shallfaint atthy word,

As thou doomsthemto hell in thenameof the Lord. (22)

“The Bard’sReformation”dwellslovingly on thepleasure®ehind thealehousealoorasit closes
for thelasttime, while Bamford’'sversesn ironic celebratiorof hisquackdoctorfriend Healey
have a robust vulgaritworthy of Tim Bobbinhimself.Aboveall, hisroughdialectelegyon
“Tim Bobbin’sgrave”powerfully unitesthe spirits of two poetsfrom a common soiin a
timelesscommunion of browmle.His ‘Songof the Slaughter’ written from Lincoln gaolto
commemoratéhefirst anniversaryf Peterloan 1820,wassungagainatthe 16August2015
commemoratioron thesite of the originakally.
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As aworking manseekingo makealiving asawriter, Bamfordencountereduspicion
from his peersandamixture of prejudiceandcondescensiofiom his socialsuperiorsThe
awkwardnesstemsan partfrom hisattempto speaksimultaneouslyo bothworking-classand
middle-classaudiencesandto transmitthe bettervaluesof eachto theother anearimpossible
taskfor which hebelievechimselfwell-fitted. “God has...ledneto dwell amongsthis people,
oneof them,andstill apart”’hewrotein theprefaceto Waksin SouthLancashire(23) In aperiod
whensomanyworking-classwriterssuccumbedo mentalturnoil, alcoholism anddespair,
Bamford'sruggedsurvivalwasexceptionallnto his seventieheremainedstrong,cleareyed,
uprightanddirect.He ripenedratherthanmellowed. @ his deathwasthemostcelebrateaf all
Englishradicals His funeralwasattendedy thousandsTheprocessionfive-abreastsombrelyre-
enactedn reversgéhemarchto Manchestewhich Bamfordled overhalf acenturybefore.
Therecouldhavebeennofiner tributeto theheroof Peterloo.
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