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China’s Cultural Diplomacy with Portuguese—-Speaking Countries since
1949: History Review and Challenges

ZENG Xiang—ming, HUANG Xing—hua
(1.China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, 100088;
2. Xiamen University, Xiamen, 361005, China)

Abstract: As the fourth pillar of the diplomacy, cultural diplomacy effectively deals with the interactive rela-
tions among states, markets and societies in international relations. And it is the useful complement to the con-
ventionnal political, economic and military diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy is based on soft power theory, nation-
al image theory, intercultural communication theory, and theory of dialogue —between —civilizations. It will be
highlight in China’s future diplomacy and will occupy an increasingly important role in China’s foreign policy.
Since 1949, China’s cultural diplomacy has enhanced and expanded China’s interests. With the complex and
changeable international system in today’s transitional period, China has to meet many challenges concerning its
foreign policy towards Portuguese —speaking countries. In order to protect and increase its national interests,
China should continuously strengthen and improve the cultural diplomacy in the Portuguese—speaking world.
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