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In1956, several multinational and transnational 

corporations including ExxonMobil and 

Marathon Oil Corporation, NGO’s including 

The Charles Koch Foundation and The 

American Petroleum Institute (API), and 

research institutions at Stanford Research 

Institute began to conduct and accumulate 

research that undermined evidence on the 

impact of fossil fuels on for instance air 

pollution.



Three Counter Claims

1) The	evidentiary	basis	of	global	warming	
is	weak	and	even	wrong,	

2) global	warming	would	be	beneficial	if	it	
were	to	occur,	

3) Global	warming	policies	would	do	more	
harm	than	good.	Each	of	these	
categories	of	counter	claims	
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Who	are	the	individuals	and	
what	are	their	activities?



The	Structure	of	
Obstruction:	
Understanding	
Opposition	to	Climate	
Change	Action	in	the	
United	States	(Brulle,	
2021)



Europe

1) Mirroring activity in the US and expansion of the CCCM
2) Connection to the neoliberal ideological stances

3) Ties to several USA based think tanks
4) Young set of counter movement organisations 

5) Individuals network amongst different organisations (Protagonists)

Almirion	et	
al	(2020)



Key	Points

• Oil,	Coal,	Gas,	Minerals	
• Flavours	of	Neoliberalism
• Historic	Campaign	aligned	with	the	
Tobacco	Strategy	in	the	USA	
(Suppran	and	Oreskes,	2021)

• Think	Tank	Model:	Underpinned	by	
Mothering	Organisation	Atlas:	but	
not	all	think	tanks	have	been	
identified	as	climate	sceptic	yet.

• Consolidation	of	individuals	&	
organisations.

• Protecting	Business	as	Usual
• Money
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Discourses	of	
Climate	Delay



What	is	next?

Changing	
discourse	of	
obstruction	in	
the	Global	
North

Research	on	
climate	

obstruction	in	
the	Global	
South

What	are	the	
transnational	
dimensions	of	
the	movement

Solutions	and	
Non-Solutions:	
confronting	
technological	
determinism?
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Think	Tanks
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Locations	and	Expanding	our	Research
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Investment Licencing	&	
Permits

Industries:	Beyond	Fossil	Fuels



Banking	&	Investments

14

What	are	the	
industries	promoted	
for	investment?
Who	are	beyond	this?	
Are	they	already	
known	to	use?



Licencing	and	Permits:	Dispossession

• Which	political	actors	are	operating	
and	facilitating	obstruction	activities.

• What	connections	do	they	have	to	
TNCs

• Changing	land	use	policy
• Land	Conflicts.	
• Dispossession?
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How	is	
delaying	
discourse	
being	used	

here?



I’m	the	
Problem
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Decision	Making	&	Energy	Transitions
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Obstruction	narratives
• Where	are	they	coming	from?
• Who’s	voices	are	heard	or	not	

heard?
• Hegemonic	Actors:	What	are	

their	interests?
• Net	Zero	discourse?

What	are	alternative	energy	
resources.
Who	are	promoting	these	
technologies	and	why?
Does	Carbon	Offsetting	really	
work?	
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Building	Blocks

•Who

•What	

•Where



Conclusion



Thanks!

@Ruth.mckie@dmu.ac.uk
@ruthmckie1
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