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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR IATIN AMERICA

SPEECH BY THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE INTER-AMERTCAN
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,
MR, CARIOS ALZAMORA

Mr. Chairman:

The delegation of the Inter-American Council which I have the honour to
lead feels that it must express its gratitude to the Govermnment of Chile -
for the hospitable welcome we have been given, and extend our very sincere
congratulations to the Chilean delegation for the great effort it has
made to transform inte reality its well-conceived proposal for the
establishment of an Economic Commission for Latin America. As I said before,
it is a pleasure for us to attend this meeting in accordance with the
instructions contained in Resolution X of the Ninth International Conference
of the American States at Bogota, which was adopted by the same American
countries as are represented here. I think it may be of value to recall
that resolution, and I shall take the liberty of reading the text.

The Inter-Americen Economic and Social Council is, then, the permanent
organ of the Inter-American regional system. The field of activity of the
Inter-American Economic and Social Council was established by Resolution III
of the First Meeting of Foreign Ministers at Panama in 1939. It was also
defined in Resolution IX of the International Conference of American States
at Rio de Janeiro in 1947, in the Charter of the organization of American
States, in the Economic Agreement of Bogota, and in various resolutions
adopted by the Ninth International Conference of American States at Bogoté
this year. These resolutions impose on the Inter-American Economic and Social
Council duties which it cannot shirk. Its functions are well known and there
can be no doubts regarding its present and future status or its continued
fulfilment of its present functions, which have been recently increased by
the governments of the American States.,

From the very outset the establishment of the Economic Commission for
Iatin America has had the support of the Inter-American Economic and Social
Council, which is anxious to maintain close and constant contact between its
work and that of the Economic Commission for Latin America, in order to secure

—————— %
#* This document is a revised translation of the original which was issued in
Santiago de Chils.

/the co-ordination






