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these is the preparatinn for the Buenns Alres Economic -Conference,
Thls reaponsibility was placed upon the Council at the recent-Conference
at Bogotd, end this Commission will no deubt, recognize this fact in -,
plenning ita own activities.

In the light of these.crnsiderations, I shall now refer
to the program of work which the Secreterist might underteke between
nnw and the next sesslon. I would like to suggest that the Secretariat
might usefully undertake the following specific tasks:

1. As the Assistant Secretary-Gemeral aof the United
Nations, Mr. David Owen, has suggested, it 1s time that & genersl
economic survey of Latin Americae be undertaken, We feel that the survey
nf the European ecmnocmy recently crmpleted by the Secretariat of tre
Economic Commission for Europe would serve as a useful guide., A survey
of this kind sknuld lead toward the. solution nf urgent economlc problems
and aselst the Cromission .in determining its future program. We believe
that such a survey might also facillitate the work of the Inter-American
Economio and Social Council 1n connectlon with its preparation:for the
Buence Alres Canference. In order that the survey mey be as useful
as possible, 1t is euggested that the toplcs to be covered should be .
worked out in consultation with the Secretariat of the Inter-American
Economic and Soclal Cruncil.

2., : We feel that this Commlssien should adopt the
suggestion of the Frod and Agriculture Organizetion, made pursnant to
the resolutinn nf the Ecrmomic and Soclial Counecil, for the establish-
nent of a Joint working-rarty, on the Secretariat level, which will
study what are the principal requisites for increasing Latin American
agricultural productien. The Tnmited Statea.feels that such a Joint .
working party, which will correspond.to eimilar joint working parties
esteblished by the Frod and Agriculture (rgenizetien and the cther
regional commissions, would be of_‘gr'egt_walt;e, not only to lLatin Americe,
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matter of eétabliahiﬁg mﬁéﬁiﬁgrf féfiiieiéaiﬁféhéﬁéé nf close énd
continuous lialson botween this Commission and the Inter-American -
Economic and ‘Scolel Céuﬁcil, Sﬁéﬁnﬁédhinéfj ﬁigﬁt‘inclu&é réciﬁfonal
representafioﬁ ofreééhﬁoréénizaﬁionsﬁt thé méetiﬁgé 6f5the‘otﬁer; the -
reagulay e%éhaﬁgé ;f'&ocﬁmenté; and cﬁﬂtinﬁéus'céﬁéﬁltation'on e
Secretariat level. -y

Theae'afrahgémsnfé will bewnéedéd, for example, in the

field of statistice, It seems to betgehéréily agreed thatrthe collsction :

of statisticl ghould not except perhaps in a few special cases, be &
regional function, and we are 1n agreement with the Secretariat's
suggestion that a fully operative Btatistical unit should not be estab-
liched by this Commissian. We believe, however, that there’1s much to
be done in Latin Arerdca in the fleld nf statistics.

Among  the - teaks to ba‘performed 1é'the determination in
collsboration with the Statlsticsl Office of the United Nations of what
economic data are avaiiablé; what additional data are.required,jénd ‘
what stepe should be taken to colleot these data. l

Accordingly we would favor ‘the establishment by this i
Commiseion and by the Inter-American Econrmic and Secidl Counell of a
Joint Statistical Gom&itfée; atlthéJééoretériét'ie%el; which wruld
vork in clrse oratact with the Statistical 0£f16s. Auchg the'f£irst jobs
which such a Joint crnmi ttee might usefully undertake would be to
asslet the Inter-American Econbmic and Social‘Chuncil~1n the preparation
nf the questionnaire which will be sent ﬁut shortly in oonnection with
the Buenos Airas Economic Conference.;”" & | |

It may also be found desir&ble 6 take some actioﬁ in regard
to the relation betwaen thiB Gammissinn an& the Caribbean Commission.'

I wouwld like to say a word about' the Hatter of exgert '

/essistance
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assistence. It is perhaps unhecessary for me to point out that expert
essistance of almost all kinds is available f#om private sources.
There are also inter-governmental end national agencies in this field.
The General Assembly of the United Nations, the Eoonomic and Socisl
Council, and the Economlc and Employment Commission have already given
this subject & great deal of attention. The Secrotary-Gemeral of the
United Natlions has announced that his staff 1s equipped to provide
expert asslstence, upon request, in & large number of flelds ineluding
the economic, trensport and communications, and statistical fields.
The speclalized agencles have already done a conslderable amount of
work of this nature. - Inter-iAmerican agencies have accomplished much in
the past, and Article 64 of the Charter of the Orgenization of American
States specificelly charges the Inter-Americen Economic and Sccilal
Council with this responsibility. Finally, many of the governments here
represented have worked out with my government mutually satisfactory
bilateral asrrangements for the furnishing of expert assistance and
technical training..
In view of the wide-spread avallabllity of assistancs -
from existing sources we belleve that this Commission should confine
1ts astivities in this field to llaison with the organizationas already
active in this work end to the remdering of only such asslstance, in
direct connection with specific prolects underteken by this Commission,
ag mey not be avallasble from these other sources.
Before closing, Mr. Cheirman, I should like to say that
my Government is deeply consclous of the vastness, complexity and urgency
of the eccnomic prrblems ndw confronting almost every Nation, in this
hemisphere and elsewhere. My country has not yet recovered from the
offects of the war. The supply of many thinge falls far short of domestic
requirements; prices of many things are high; and the burden of taxation
is heavy. Nevertheless, my country is endeavoring to do its part, in
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co-operation with others, fo‘hasten wor;d economic recover&, witheut
which the aocial, cultqyal, and political gtructures in meny countries
will continue to be-threatenéd.

This great task of ecpnomic recovery anﬁ'advahcement‘
requires the maximum effort of every country, ﬁitﬁin iﬁé own borders,
in co-operatinn with its neighbors, and through the various international
agencies concorned. I em confident thaﬁ evéfy‘Nation in this hemisphere
will do ite part, to the full extent of its ability, to bring about a
rapid and substantial 1mprovemenf in'écﬁﬁomiércoﬁditions here and in the
reet of the world.

It has sometimes been éﬁggéated fhaﬁ'the large industrial
countries are opposed tn the 1ndu§tr1alizatién of the Latin American
nations. I aveil myself of this opportunity to say with all possible
emphasis thgt ‘this is not remotely true of the United States, and
the distinguished delegates of France and of the Tnited Kingdom have
already denied 1t on behalf'of their own countries. The industrializaticn
nf the Latin Americen nations an@ the mechenization of their agriculturs
will, in our opinion, enhgﬁce_the prospérity of“fhéée nations end by
virtue of that fact contribﬁtelto the pr?aperi%jzbf all the other
natione nf' the world, Nature has lavisﬁed onffhe Iatin American Nations
resources which, when further daveioﬁed; wiii lift‘the economic status
of thelr peoples, increase their buyiné ﬁower, and contribute to the

happinees and contentment of the Whola:human race,



