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A nomenclatural note on the Miocene dormouse Quercomys parsani Daams, 1991
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In 1991 two papers appeared which featured Miocene
Gliridae. Alvarez Sierra et al. (1991) documented
Oligo-Miocene micromammals from the Ebro basin,
including the description of various new species.
Daams (1991) published a paper on hypsodont Myo-
miminae from Spain. The two papers appeared in con-
secutive issues, 94 and 95 respectively, of Scripta
Geologica.

There has been confusion about the publication date
of these articles. Generally, the publication date of the
species described in both papers is given as 1990 (e.g.,
Daams and de Bruijn, 1995). The source of this confu-
sion probably lies in the reprints, on which 1990 is
given as the appearance date, both on the cover and in
the headers. However, in the bibliographical reference
at the beginning of each article a different date is given.
For Alvarez Sierra et al. the month of publication is
given as February 1991, for the Daams paper April
1991. Article 22.2 of the International Code of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature (ICZN, 1999) states: ‘The date
of publication specified in a work is to be adopted as
correct in the absence of evidence to the contrary’. Ad-
ditionally, we checked the issues in the library of the
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum/Naturalis, the
publisher of Scripta Geologica, and found that issue
94 was received and stamped on 17 May 1991, issue
95 on 21 June 1991. So, based on this, it is clear that
the correct year of publication is 1991, and that Alvarez
Sierra et al. (1991) was published earlier than Daams

(1991). For the sake of completeness, the various spe-
cies described in these papers are listed in Table 1.

The order of publication has consequences for one of
the species described in both articles. Alvarez Sierra et
al. (1991: 40) gave a description of Quercomys parsani
Daams, 1991 from La Galocha 5. In this description
they refer to the, at that time unpublished, paper of
Daams. Daams (1991: 7) gave a full description of
Armantomys parsani with Ramblar 1 as the type local-
ity. He selected RGM 337724, a left M1, as the holo-
type of the species. The different genus name was a
consequence of him synonymizing Quercomys with
Armantomys in the same paper.

It is clear that Daams intended the description given
in Daams (1991) to be the original description of the
species. In this paper he gives headings for the diag-
nosis, the holotype, derivation nominis, et cetera.
However, given the earlier publication date of Alvarez
Sierra et al. (1991), the question arises whether the
description given there fulfils the requirements of the
ICZN and should, in fact, be considered as the original
description of the species.

As the species was published before 1999 it is not
necessary that in the description the name is indicated
as intentionally new, as is required after 1999 (ICZN:
art. 16). However, what is required is ‘a description
or definition that states in words characters that are
purported to differentiate the taxon’ (ICZN: art. 13).

Tuble 1. New (sub)species names proposed in Alvarez Sierra et al. (1991) and Daams (1991).

Name: Prolagus vasconiensis fortis Lopez Martinez and Ses¢, 1991

Peridyromys turbatus Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991
Quercomys daamsi de Visser, 1991

Quercomys parsani Daams, 1991

Armantomys jasperi Daams, 1991

In: Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991
Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991
Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991
Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991
Daams, 1991
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Alvarez Sierra et al. (1991: 41) stated that ‘Our Quer-
comys assemblages from San Juan and La Galocha 5
present the following characteristics: The M1 is long-
er than the M2, but it is more or less of the same
width. Centrolophids are present in various lower
molars. Centroloph-like ridges are present in several
M1,2. Its molars are relatively hypsodont.” This can
be considered a diagnosis, except that the material
from San Juan was attributed to Quercomys daamsi
de Visser 1991, described in the same paper. The dif-
ferences between Quercomys parsani and Q. daamsi
are stated in the differential diagnosis of the latter
(Alvarez Sierra et al., 1991: 38): ‘Quercomys parsani
from La Galocha 5 is larger than Q. daamsi from San
Juan and it lacks a centrolophid. Furthermore, centro-
loph-like ridges are present in M1 and M2. Only 2
M1 and no M2 have an isolated metaloph.’

Thus, the description in Alvarez Sierra et al. (1991)
fulfils all the requirements of the code and, as it was
published earlier, should be considered the original de-
scription. Therefore, La Galocha 5 is the type locality;
the holotype from Ramblar 1 selected by Daams (1991)
is invalid (ICZN 73.1.3). The authors in Alvarez Sierra
et al. clearly indicated who was responsible for which
new name, and since they described the name as Quer-
comys parsani Daams, 1991, we consider the author-
ship of that name restricted to Daams (ICZN: art. 50.1).
No holotype was selected and all of the material should
be considered as syntypes. Since the La Galocha as-
semblage is considered to be homogeneous, there is no
reason for selecting a lectotype. The type series of
Quercomys parsani is stored in the collections of the
Department of Palacontology of the Universidad Com-
plutense de Madrid, Spain.

This nomenclatural note does not, of course, influ-
ence the findings of Daams (1991), who synonymised
Quercomys with Armantomys; since that paper involves
a recombination of the generic and species names, the
current name of the species is Armantomys parsani
(Daams, 1991).
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