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A Structural Equation Modeling on Reproductive Health Promoting
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to construct and test a structural equation modeling on the reproductive health
behavior of single women with sexual experiences. This study employed Ajzen’s Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB).
Methods: The data were collected after receipt of consent from 250 single women with sexual experiences, and
analyzed using SPSS 18.0 and AMOS 18.0. Results: Model fit indices for the hypothetical model were suitable for
the recommended level: x2=362.407, RMR=0.065, RMSEA=0.070, GFI=0.867. TLI=0.927, CFI=0.938, IFI=0.939,
and x?/dF=2.237. Intention showed direct effect with the biggest effect being on reproductive health behavior. Attitude,
subjective norm and perceived behavioral control were found to have a direct effect on intention. Among them, perceived
behavioral control revealed the largest influence. Conclusion: This study suggests that the TPB is a suitable model
in explaining the reproductive health behavior of single women with sexual experience. Strategic plans for educational
and intervention programs should be aimed to encourage single women to engage in reproductive health behavior.
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Figure 1. Conceptual framework based on a structural model of Ajzen.
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X1: Attitudel, Y1: Intention1; X2: Attitude2, Y2: Intention2; X3: Attitude3, Y3: Intention3; X4: Attitude4, Y4: Safe sex;

X5: Attitudeb, Y5: Sexual Responsibility; X6: Attitude6, Y6: Genital health management; X7: Attitude7, Y7: STD prevention;
X8: Attitude8, Y8: Genital hygiene; X9: Subjective norm1; X10: Subjective norm2, X11: Perceived behavioral controll;

X12: Perceived behavioral control2; X13: Perceived behavioral control3; X14: Perceived behavioral control4.

Figure 2. Hypothetical model.
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Figure 3. Path diagram for the hypothetical model.
Table 2. Effects of Hypothetical Model
. . Direct Indirect Total
Endogenous variables Exogenous variables CR (p) SMC offect offect offect
Attitude of reductive health 5148 (<.001) .772 .200%** .290%**
Intention of promotion behavior
ntention o
reproductive health ~_ Subjective norm 3.194 (.001) 276%* 276%*
promotion behavior . .
Perceived behavior control of 5.041 (<.001) A36%+* A36***
reductive health promotion
behavior
Attitude of reductive health 278 197* 197*
promotion behavior
Subjective norm 187* 187*
Reproductive health Perceived behavior control of ~ -1.394 (.163) -202 296* 093
promotion behavior reductive health promotion
behavior
Intention of reproductive health ~ 4.625 (<.001) 679%** .679%**

promotion behavior

*p< 05, **p < 01, **p < 001
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B T AR 7S ol 4 = B L AT

912 5H o AusHs of el golut golitel et Aoz
alEo o] AR FABS el That o)) g 3A o
2 A Aoz et ojefat Auks thetle) Qhag
9]0l e A2 WA QAT A o mo] J
F9IThR B AT{7IS, BANAE ThALO.2 B AT 5]
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Summary Statement

® What is already known about this topic?
Reproductive health is a broad concept that includes sexual health with health problems associated
with the reproductive organs. First sexual intercourse is happening at a younger age and age for first
marriage is at a later age. There are many factors that interfere with reproductive health, including
artificial abortion, sexually transmitted diseases and unmarried pregnant women.

= What this paper adds?
The theory of planned behavior is a suitable model in explaining the reproductive health promoting
behavior of single women with sexual experience. Intention was the biggest factor with direct effect
on the behavior of single women with sexual experience. In terms of factors having a direct effect on

intention, “attitude”, “subjective norm” and “perceived behavioral control” were identified. Among
them, “perceived behavioral control” revealed the largest influence.

= Implications for practice, education and/or policy
Strategic plans for educational and intervention programs should be aimed to encourage single
women to engage in reproductive health behavior.
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