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Abstract

Calcium leaching is a durability threat for cement-based materials employed in critical in-
frastructures, such as Nuclear Waste Storage Systems. This thesis presents a comprehensive
- study of the material and structural consequences of calcium leaching on the strength and defor-
mation behavior of cementitious materials. Starting from a three-level microstructural division
of the heterogeneous microstructure of cement-based materials, a series of experimental and
theoretical investigations is conducted leading to the development of a novel constitutive model
. and model-based simulations of the long-term mechanical performance of concrete structures
subjected to calcium leaching.

" A chemically accelerated leaching device is developed using an ammonium nitrate solution to
obtain asymptotically leached specimens in short times. An acceleration rate of 300 compared
to natural leaching is obtained. The strength domain of leached cement pastes and mortars is
evaluated through triaxial compression tests and uniaxial tension tests, revealing an important
strength loss and an increased pressure sensitivity of the materials at failure, associated with
leaching.

A micromechanical approach for the homogenization of the elastic properties and the strength
properties based on the three microstructural levels is developed. These developments allow
estimating the relations between the microstructural changes and poroelastic properties includ-
ing Biot-coefficient and Biot-modulus. In addition, upscaling schemes for the cohesion and
friction properties on different levels of cement-based materials are developed. Through this
the influence of the Interfacial Transition Zone on the strength of intact and leached materials
is evaluated. The micromechanical elements of the analysis are combined in a chemoporoplastic
constitutive model. The porosity created by calcium dissolution (chemical porosity) is identified
as a state variable, relating dissolution process and mechanical properties.

The model is implemented in a commercial finite-element program, and model-based sim-
ulations show the predictive capability of the developed approach to improve the durability
design of concrete structures subjected to calcium leaching.

Thesis Supervisor: Franz-Josef Ulm
Title: Esther and Harold E. Edgerton Associate Professor of Engineering Mechanics
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Industrial Context

Today, the durability of infrastructure elements is one of the major challenges in Civil Engi-
neering. The maintenance of existing concrete structures has become a heavy financial burden
for infrastructure owners. In 1998, the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) invested more
than $30 billion in the maintenance of different elements of the highway infrastructure [110]
alone. In the near future, the design of future infrastructure elements will take into account life
cycle cost analysis that include later rehabilitation projects. The classical features of durabil-
ity problems include freeze-thaw damage, chloride induced damage and more recently, calcium
leaching. Besides the classical infrastructure elements such as roads and bridges, the question
of concrete durability was raised in the past years in the context of nuclear waste storage. In
several countries (U.S., France, etc.), concrete structures will be used in the storage of weak
and medium radioactive nuclear waste [151]. The applications range from structures at the
storage site through the outside layer of waste containers to usage as containers in which vitri-
fied waste will be stored. Other areas where the durability with respect to calcium leaching is
of concern are dams, water storage tanks, water/sewage pipes and tunnels. Figure 1-1 displays

some characteristic examples.
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(5)

Figure 1-1: Examples of structures that can be affected by calcium leaching: Pipes, water
storage tanks, tunnels, nuclear waste storage elements (site structure and containments) and
dams. Pictures 1-3 from web catalogues. Pictures 4-5 from EDF.
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1.2 Characteristics of Calcium Leaching of Cementitious Ma-

terials

Calcium leaching is an ubiquitous process wherever concrete is in contact with water. In a
typical cement paste, calcium makes up for roughly 30% of the solid mass. It is by far the most
abundant element in cementitious materials. The pH value that typically can be measured in the
pore solution of cementitious materials is higher than 12.5, creating a very basic environment.
As a consequence, water that has pH values below this level is “aggressive” to concrete, that is
it leads to the dissolution of minerals, mainly containing calcium. This process of dissolution,
together with the transport of the dissolved calcium in the pore solution, a process that usually
takes place by diffusion, is called calcium leaching. Although the leaching phenomenon is
obvious for cement chemists [141], the systematic study of the involved chemical and transport
processes is relatively recent. In 1992, Adenot (3] showed that the leaching process is governed
in its time scale by the diffusion process, as the dissolution is much faster. The primacy of the
diffusion process of the leaching time scale was further experimentally confirmed by observation
of sharp leaching fronts. These fronts separate zones where one mineral is still present from
a zone where it has been dissolved. Figure 1-2 shows an image of a leached paste with sharp

fronts.

1.3 Research Motivation

The usage of concrete in all kinds of construction projects has not been reduced although many
more “high-tech materials” have been developed in the past years. Concrete is comparatively
cheap, easy to work with and provides good mechanical performance and shielding capacities.
The durability performance of concrete will be the key to its future utilization in longterm

structural applications. These applications bring about new challenges:

e Material properties of concretes have to be predicted over time periods up to several
hundred years, which is for example the life time of medium radioactive waste storage

sites.
e Critical material properties like strength, deformation behavior and transport proper-
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Calcium Leaching
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Figure 1-2: Observed sharp dissolution fronts in a cement paste. Adapted from [3]
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ties involve complex interactions between different chemical processes that affect the mi-

crostructure of the material and the mechanical performance at multiple scales.

e Monitoring of existing structures becomes now possible through sophisticated measure-
ment devices that can be installed permanently in a given structure. Knowledge based

monitoring programs are required that process the data and suggest maintenance steps.

In this context, several research projects have been conducted on the topic of calcium leach-
ing. They can be roughly classified in studies that focused primarily on the understanding of
the chemical processes linked to calcium leaching ([3], [49], [115]), the development of artifi-
cial leaching techniques ([56], {128]) and the degradation of stiffness and uniaxial compressive
strength ([30], [80], [37]).

This research aims to answer the why and how of the material degradation. Why does
the material degrade in calcium leaching? and how can the residual strength capacity be used?
These questions are addressed in a holistic way, ranging from microstructural investigation over

material testing and structural analysis.

1.3.1 Research Objectives

A comprehensive approach is presented to address the scientific challenge. It is composed of
experimental investigation, theory and modeling, experimental validation and computer sim-
ulations. It studies the effects of leaching at different length scales ranging from the material
microstructure to the material level and the structural level, following the four research objec-
tives:

Objective 1: Determine the multiazial strength and deformation behavior of cementitious
materials subjected to calcium leaching. The knowledge about the strength evolution in cal-
cium leaching is reviewed at the three levels of microstructure that characterize cementitious
materials. The residual multiaxial strength and the deformation behavior are assessed in tri-
axial compression and tension tests. As a prerequisite to the experimental investigation, an
accelerated leaching device is developed.

Objective 2: Develop micromechanical estimates for the multiazial strength properties of

partially leached cementitious materials. The experimental approach to strength is limited to
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homogeneous material states. Only the intact and asymptotically leached materials can be
tested. For the strength properties of partially leached cementitious materials a micromechan-
ical estimate is developed. This approach is based on continuum micromechanics.

Objective 3: Develop a material model for cementitious materials that undergo calcium
leaching. A constitutive model for cementitous materials subjected to calcium leaching is pre-
sented. It is a chemoplastic model composed of a diffusion dissolution part considering the
leaching of the two main minerals and a poromechanical description of strength and deforma-
tion. Albeit a macroscopic model, it contains the micromechanical analysis of strength and
deformation behavior.

Objective 4: Assess the residual load bearing capacity at the structural level during calcium
leaching. The final objective is to study the durability performance of cementitious materials
at a structural level. To this end, the model is implemented in a commercial finite element
program. Running model-based simulations offers the possibility to investigate the structural
performance of partially or completely leached materials.

These four objectives make up a comprehensive approach to the performance of cementitious

materials subjected to leaching. Figure 1-3 summarizes the approach.

1.3.2 Industrial and Scientific Benefits

Associated to the research objectives are some industrial and scientific benefits. They include:

o Additional knowledge about the properties of cementitious materials when subjected to

leaching, based on the experimental work.
e An expansion of micromechanical techniques into the area of strength homogenization.
e The constitutive model, which links chemical degradation and mechanical performance.

e A finite element based computational tool to investigate the durability performance of

concrete structures in the course of calcium leaching.
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Figure 1-3: Overview of the comprehensive approach followed in this study. * The category
“Below Macro” is inspired by the special issue of the Journal of Engineering Mechanics [Vol.
128, N° 8]. It designates summarily the length scales involved in the micromechanical analysis.
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1.4 Outline of Thesis

This thesis is divided into four major parts. The first part deals with the presentation of the
topic and comprises two chapters. Following this introduction, Chapter 2 discusses the existing
knowledge about the effects of calcium leaching on cementitious materials. This discussion is
guided by a proposed three-level microstructure.

The second part focuses on the experimental aspects of this study. Chapter 3 presents the
design and operation of an accelerated leaching device involving ammonijum nitrate. This design
is based on a 1-D think model of the leaching process, focusing on two leaching fronts. Chapter
4 describes the composition of the tested materials, a cement paste and a mortar. In addition,
some microstructural analysis results from Scanning Electron Microscopy are presented showing
the consequences of calcium leaching. Chapters 5 and 6 form a close unit as both report results
from triaxial compression and tension tests on leached cementitious materials. The focus of
Chapter 5 is on the residual strength domain of these materials, while Chapter 6 describes the
deformation behavior. Together, they establish the validity of the effective stress concept at
failure for leached materials and educe the failure criteria for leached cement paste and mortar.

Part three of this study focuses on the modeling aspects. Chapter 7 presents the microme-
chanical analysis of the elastic and poroelastic properties for cementitious materials and their
evolution with leaching. Estimates for Young’s modulus, Biot coefficient and Biot modulus
are developed. Chapter 8 contains the extension of the micromechanical estimates to strength
properties. Structured into high and low confinement stress states, homogenization methods
for the frictional coefficient and the cohesion are put forward. Chapter 9 presents the com-
plete constitutive model for cementitious materials subjected to calcium leaching. It includes
a dissolution-diffusion part, which describes the degradation state through a new state vari-
able, the chemical porosity. The mechanical performance is modeled with a chemoporoplastic
approach that includes a micromechanical identification of the sources of dissipation as well as
the experimental and micromechanical developments.

The fourth part presents the model-based simulations. Chapter 10 describes the validation of
the finite element model through comparison with three different experimental investigations.
These are the compression of partially leached cylinders, three-point bending of a partially

leached notched beam and the evolution of the four-point bending strength with leaching time.
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Chapter 11 demonstrates the capacity of the model-based simulations in durability design.
Using an Ultra High Performance Concrete in four-point bending, its durability performance is
analyzed. Based on these results, some recommendations for the design of durable cementitious
materials are drawn. Chapter 12 summarizes the results of this study and gives suggestions for
further research.

In the appendix, additional information is provided. This includes the test evaluation
formulae, some aspects of the micromechanical calculations and the implementation of the

constitutive model into the finite element program.
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Chapter 2

Microstructure of Cementitious
Materials: General Properties and

the Effect of Leaching

This chapter gives an overview of the multiscale microstructure of cementitious materials and
how calcium leaching manifests itself at the different scales both chemically and mechanically.
First, a three-level microstructure is proposed for cementitious materials, based on the me-
chanical length scales. These levels will serve throughout this study as a guide-post for the
experimental and analytical investigations. With the three levels at hand, the characteristics
of the microstructure at each level are discussed. In addition, chemical and mechanical effects
of calcium leaching are described. From this discussion, the blanks in the knowledge about the
effects of calcium leaching on cementitious materials are identified and an outline of the work

in this study follows.

Notations

A notation specific to cement chemistry will be used throughout this Chapter and the other
parts of this study. Table 2.1 shows the abbreviations used in cement chemistry. In addition,
C-5-H is used as an abreviation for Calcium Silicate Hydrates at an unspecified mass ratio. w /c

designates the water - cement mass ratio of a cementitious material.
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Cement Chemistry Notation

C | CaO
S | Si0q
A | AlLO3
F | FesOs
S | SOs3
H | HO

Table 2.1: Cement chemistry convention

2.1 Three-Level Microstructure

2.1.1 Introduction

This section introduces a division of the microstructure of cementitious materials in three levels.
The division is based on mechanical considerations and serves as a blueprint for the further
analysis of the leaching effects on cementitious materials in this chapter and throughout this

study.

2.1.2 Mechanical Length Scales

For the mechanical investigation of materials, in general different length scales can be distin-
guished with respect to the microstructural features and the analysis techniques that are used.
The relevant length scales for current investigation techniques span from tens of nanometers
to the centimeter scale. The length scale at which an investigation is performed is chosen con-
sidering the type of information that is sought, how it manifests itself at a higher scale and
how it is treated analytically. Depending on the studied material, one length scale corresponds
to the desired scale of operation of the material. This scale determines at which other scales
below, information will be gathered. Depending on the analytical treatment, a separation of
the scales at which information is extracted might be necessary. In this way a heterogeneous

microstructure can be broken down into elementary levels of governing heterogeneity of the

matrial.
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LEVEL III Aggregates embedded in a cement paste matrix. The ITZ

is considered as a separate phase

Mortar/
Concrete
LEVEL I C-S-H matrix with large CH crystals, aluminates and
Caiiihit cement clinker inclusions. Some capillary porosity might
em | be present depending on w/c-ratio. Also entrained air in
Paste the case of admixtures.
LEVELI
Two types of C-S-H with different properties. Exact
l(sffg:;‘l}i morphology and volumetric proportions may vary depending

on w/c-ratio.

Figure 2-1: The three-level material structure of cementitious materials. Adapted from [37].

2.1.3 Proposed Three-Level Microstructure

For cementitious materials we propose a division of the nanometer to meter range in three levels,
as sketched in Figure 2-1. The first level covers the length domain from 108 m to 10~%m and
corresponds to the C-S-H matrix. The second level covers the domain from 10~ %m to 1074 m
which corresponds to cement paste; the third domain of a characteristic length scale 1074 m to
10! m correspond to mortar and concrete. This break-down of the heterogeneous microstruc-
ture leads to a separation of the considered scales by one or several orders of magnitude. A

similar division has been used successfully by Constantinides [37].
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Mineralogical Phase | mass %

CsS 50-70
CoS 15-30
CsA 5-10
C4AF 5-15

Table 2.2: Typical mineralogical composition of a Portland cement

2.2 Chemical and Physical Characteristics of the Microstruc-

tural Levels

2.2.1 Hydration of Cement

The hydration process of cement lays the foundation for the discussion of the chemical and
physical characteristics of cementitious materials. The cement particles have a diameter in
the micrometer range corresponding thus to the length scale of Level II. The hydration of
the cement leads to different microstructural products that manifest themselves at different
length scales discussed in the sequel. The cement consists of four clinker phases, which react
with the water in a process that is called hydration. In an ordinary Portland cement, the
clinker phases are tricalcium silicates, C3S, dicalcium silicates, C2S, tricalcium aluminates, C3A,
and tetracalcium aluminum ferrites, C4AF. A standard mineralogical composition of Portland
cements is presented in Table 2.2. Among the four clinker phases, we describe the hydration of
aluminates and silicates briefly. They form the most important part of the microstructure of a

cement paste.
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Aluminate hydration

The hydration of the tricalcium aluminates is a rapid process that leads to calcium aluminates

which are called AFm phases. A set! of hydration reactions is [141]:

2C03A +27TH — C4AH19+CoAHg
2C3A+21H — C4AH;3+CoAHg (2.1)
CsA+CH+12H — C4AHis

In addition to this phase, Ettringite (AFt in the notation of Taylor [141]) forms in the presence

of sulfates (SO3™) and water:
CsA + 3CSHy+26H — CGA§3H32 (2.2)

Once the sulfate ions are consumed, the Ettringite becomes an AFm phase according to the

following reaction:

2C3A + CgAS3Hap+4H — 3C4AS;Hys (2.3)

The hydration of the C4AF is very similar to the hydration of the C3A except for the slower
kinetics. The reactions (2.1) can be written analogously with the aluminum being replaced by
iron. The size of the end products of the aluminate hydration is in the 107® m range, located
on Level II.

Silicate Hydration

The hydration of silicates leads to the main products of the cement hydration. The hydration

of the two silicate phases is very similar and can be divided in three stages [141]:
1. Dissolution of the clinker grains (C3S and CsS);
2. Diffusion of the ions that are formed in the interstitial solution;

3. Precipitation as the saturation point for the different hydrates is attained.

!The expression “set” indicates that the reactions are consistent among themselves. Depending on the source
slightly different writings can be found.
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As the precipitation takes place, the ion concentration in the solution is lowered and more

clinker is dissolved. The hydration reaction of the silicate can be written according to [142}:

2C3S +10.6H — C345:Hg+2.6CH (2.4)
2C;S +8.6H — C34S:Hg+0.6CH

The calcium hydroxide (CH) which is also called Portlandite constitutes approximately 20 to
25vol-% of the hydration product. The characteristic size of Portlandite is in the hundreds of
micrometers and is located on Level II of the microstructure. The calcium silicate hydrates (C-
S-H) which constitute 50 to 70vol-% of the hydration product have a much smaller characteristic

size and form Level I of the microstructure.

2.2.2 Level I: C-S-H Matrix

Level I of a cementitious material refers to the C-S-H matrix. The C-S-H is the smallest
microstructural phase (characteristic length scale 107 to 1077 m) and the most important
hydration product (50-70% of the hydration product by volume). The composition of the C-
S-H is variable, which is the reason for its hyphenated notation [141]. It depends primarily on
the composition of the cement. A common way of characterizing the compositional differences
in C-S-H is the C/S (mass)-ratio. This ratio can vary in general between 0.7 and 2.3. For
Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC) this ratio varies between 1.2 and 2.3 with a mean value
of 1.75. The C-S-H are poorly crystalline although an organized microstructure exists at the
nanometer scale [141]. The density of C-S-H varies between 2,300 and 2, 600kg / m? depending
on their exact composition . The appearance of C-S-H under the microscope varies considerably,
depending on the observation time during the hydration reaction and the cement composition.
Different types of C-S-H were identified (I through IV) [141] with respect to their morphology,
as Environmental Scanning Electron Microscopy (ESEM) micrographs of some typical C-S-H
phases show (Figures 2-2 and 2-3). Some natural minerals such as Tobermorite [61] and Jennite
[101] were suggested as natural analogs to the C-S-H structure although it has become clear
in more recent works ([124], [51], and [74]) that these analogs are incomplete and perhaps

misleading. Among the C-S-H, different ways of distinguishing the products according to their
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Figure 2-2: ESEM micrograph of an OPC paste, showing C — S — H clusters and Ettringite
fibers. From [126]. Reprinted with Permission.
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Figure 2-3: ESEM micrograph focusing on the C—S—H microstructure. From [126].
Reprinted with permission.
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Elastic Modulus (GPa) | Intact Degraded Residual Value (%)

C-S-H, 21.7+22 3.0+0.8 14
C-S-Hg 204+24 120+£1.2 41

Table 2.3: Elastic Modulus of the C-S-H obtained by nanoindentation (Mean/St. Dev.). From
[37]

hydration location or density have been proposed ([142], [37]):

e Outer products or low-density C-S-H, which are the first hydration products as they form

on the outside of a clinker grain.

e Inner products or high-density C-S-H, which form within the clinker phases as the hydra-

tion progresses.

From a mechanical point of view two types of C-S-H are considered. Following Constanti-
nides [37] these are labeled C-S-H, and C-S-Hg. They have different physical properties [142].
The density of C-S-H,, is roughly 1,910kg /m® while for the C-S-Hp it is 2,100kg / m3. More-
over, the elastic properties of the C-S-H were measured with nanoindentation by Acker [2] and
Constantinides [37]. This testing method allows for the measurement of elastic properties at
a length scale of 107" m and can therefore be used to determine properties at Level 1. Figure
2-4 shows a schematic picture of a nanoindentation experimental setup. During the test, an
indenter with a diamond tip is pushed into the specimen. Both the force, P, and the pene-
tration depth, h, are recorded. From a P — h curve (Figure 2-5 shows a typical example), the
Young’s modulus can be extracted based on the unloading curve. This is done by considering
a somewhat modified Hertz-Boussinesq problem (contact of a tip with an infinite elastic half-
space) in a linear elastic medium ([111], [44], [57] and [153]). Table 2.3 gives the mean values
for the Young’s modulus of the two C-S-H phases: C-S-H, and C-S-Hp. The results show a
considerable difference in the elastic modulus: The low-density C-S-H is the softer material.
Parallel tests by Acker [2] on a different cementitious materials gave similar results and suggest
that the obtained Young’s modulus is intrinsic for C-S-H. The volume distribution between the
two types of C-S-H depends on the mix design. The C-S-H, phase forms first, as the water gets
in contact with the clinker. Only after the water diffuses into the clinker grains does the forma-

tion of the C-S-Hy phase starts. In other words, the high-density C-S-H forms later and if the
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Figure 2-5: Typical loading-unloading P-h curve.

water supply for the hydration is exhausted too quickly (for low w/c-cement based materials)
it is likely that no or little C-S-Hg might form at all. The composition can be predicted based
on the cement water mixture with hydration models (see for example [17]). The microhardness
of C-S-H has also been measured, but a correlation with strength has not been presented yet.
Currently, the nanoindentation tests can only be evaluated for elastic properties.

Additional information about the elementary C-S-H structure, which would correspond to a
Level “0”, can be obtained through Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR). NMR measurements
revealed the presence of silicate chains of varying length in C-S-H ([49], [26], [115], [117]). The
chain length, or polymerization, has been suggested to be related to the mechanical properties
of C-S-H such as the cohesion [113]. The chain length depends on the degree of hydration and
the C/S ratio. The chain length can alternatively be illustrated by the connectivity of the Si Oy
tetrahedrons as displayed in Figure 2-6. Q) is the denomination of an isolated tetrahedron while
()1 designates a tetrahedron that is connected to only one other tetrahedron. Qs through Q4
describe connections of two through four tetrahedrons. A special case is the Q2, tetrahedron

which is part of a repeated Dreierkette but shares only one of its oxygen atoms. The different
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Figure 2-6: Schematic representation of the different connectivities of Si Q4 tetrahedrons. From
115).

connectivities are. With the aid of NMR, it is possible to distinguish very precisely between
the different degrees of connectivity, characterized by Q.. This is true both in a qualitative and
quantitative manner. Figure 2-7 shows the results from a 2°Si NMR experiment on an OPC
paste [115]. The spectra are decomposed according to the different degrees of connectivity. With
this type of information at hand, it is possible to compare the average chain length of different
C-S-H specimen and particularly at different C/S ratios. A standard way of comparing chain
lengths is the calculation of the ratio (Q2 + Q2p) /@1 which basically looks at the number of
middle elements of a chain (the @) relative to end members of a chain (the ()1). A ratio of 1.5,
which is a standard value for C-S-H, corresponds to an average chain of five Si O4 tetrahedrons.
Figure 2-8 gives a schematic representation of the C-S-H structure, including the characteristic
distance between the Si-chains.

An important property of C-S-H is the capacity to substitute some of its Si and Ca atoms
with other atoms such as Al, Fe and S, that is the C-S-H formed in this way have different degrees
of impurity but this configuration can be chemically more stable than the original configuration.
This is of great relevance for calcium leaching [49]: Calcium leaching of cement-based materials

leads to a chemical equilibrium at which some calcium remains.

2.2.3 Level II: Cement Paste

In addition to the homogeneous C-S-H matrix, the phases that are present on Level II are

Portlandite (CH), Aluminates and unhydrated clinker.
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Figure 2-7: Decomposition of the 2° Si NMR spectra of an OPC paste. From [115].

Figure 2-8: Schematic structure of the C — S — H. From [115].
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Figure 2-9: Scanning Electron Microscopy graph showing Portlandite crystals in an OPC paste.

Calcium Hydroxide (CH)

Calcium hydroxides generally make up for about 20 to 25% of the hydration products by volume.
The stoichiometry of Portlandite is well defined and it generally forms hexagonal crystals. The
size of these crystals is usually several hundred micrometers when the crystals can grow into
open space. This is the usual case, and Portlandite that is trapped in C-S-H (Level I and below)
with smaller sizes, are the exception. The density of Portlandite is 2,240kg /m3. Figure 2-9
displays some larger clusters of Portlandite crystals as they were observed in Scanning Electron
Microscopy during the experimental part of this study.

The Young’s modulus of Portlandite is relatively easy to measure as crystals can be grown.
The values given in the open literature vary between 35 and 40 GPa (2, 14, 37, 155]. The
influence of Portlandite on the strength of cementitious materials is generally believed to be
more detrimental than beneficial due to the inhomogeneity created in the C-S-H matrix and the
fracture mechanical down sides such as stress concentrations [40]. In addition, the hexagonal
crystal tends to cleavage failure. For this reason, in cases where strength optimization is of
importance, concrete mix designers have aimed at obtaining Portlandite free hydration products

[122]. This can be achieved by admixtures such as silica fume which in the so called Pozzolanic
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reaction consumes the Portlandite. This reaction reads:
CH—+S —C-S-H (2.5)

Modern High Performance Concretes (HPC) make use of this technique. For the elastic prop-
erties, the presence of Portlandite crystals is beneficial due to its high Young’s modulus ([37],
[141)).

Aluminates

Aluminates form during the hydration of cement (Egs. (2.1) and (2.3)) very quickly. They
are responsible for the first stiffening of a cement paste which makes them important for the
workability of the paste. Ettringite forms needle shaped crystals with a length on the order of a
micrometer and a density of 1, 750 kg /m3. Calcium aluminates form well crystallized hexagonal
plates in the micrometer range and have densities ranging from 1, 950 to 2,020 kg /m3 depending
on the stoichiometry of the formed product. For the aluminate phases very little information
on elasticity and strength properties are available, mostly because their quantity is relatively

small. In general for the final strength of a paste they are considered to be less important [136].

Unhydrated Clinker

Depending on the quantity of water available for the hydration reaction, some of the clinker
grains in the cement might remain unhydrated. This is the case when the w/c-ratio is below
0.38. Modern high performance and ultra-high performance concretes have water-cement ratios
that are as low as 0.2 or 0.25; and a considerable amount of unhydrated clinker can be found at
Level II of the microstructure. The clinker grains have a diameter in the micrometer range and
extremely high Young’s moduli. Acker [2] and Velez et al. [152] report values from indentation
measurements varying between 125 and 160 GPa, depending on the type of clinker. Table 2.4

summarizes the data and the corresponding reference.
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E [GPa] | v (1] | References
C3S-Clinker 1357 0.3 Acker [2]
14745 0.3 Velez et al. [152]
C2S5-Clinker 140410 0.3 Acker [2]
130420 0.3 Velez et al. [152]
C3A-Clinker 160+10 Acker [2]
145+10 Velez et al. [152]
C.AF-Clinker | 125225 Velez ot al. [152]
CH 35.24 Beaudoin [14]
48 Wittmann [155]
39.77+44.22 | 0.305+0.325 | Monteiro & Chang [106]
363 Acker [2]
38+5 Constantinides [37]

Table 2.4: Measurements of elastic properties of cement clinker and Portlandite.

Mechanical Properties of Cement Paste as a Composite Material

The different elements of the microstructure that were described, plus pores which will be
discussed below, form a cement paste. The mechanical performance of such a composite material
is well known because it can be tested on larger specimens. The properties of a cement paste
depend strongly on the amount of each constituents. The most important parameter here is
the w/c-ratio. We focus here on standard cementitious materials that have w/c-ratios above
0.38 so that all clinker phases are consummed in the hydration reaction. For a w/c = 0.5
cement paste, Constantinides [37] determined the elastic properties with different methods (see
Table 2.5). A typical value for the Young's modulus of a cement paste is around 20 GPa. The
strength of cement pastes is commonly tested by uniaxial compression tests. The compressive
strength of a standard paste (w/c=0.5) is 50 MPa [109]. The tensile strength of cement pastes
is lower. Generally as a rule of thumb, 10% of the compressive strength is reached in tension.
The frictional behavior of cement pastes, that is the capacity to carry higher loads through

increased mean stress, has rarely been determined experimentally.

2.2.4 Level III: Mortar/Concrete

From a compositional point of view, the difference between a cement paste (Level II) and a
mortar or concrete (Level III) is in the addition of aggregates. The aggregates are graded in

their size to improve the packing. Depending on the mix design and application, they range from
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Modulus [GPa) | Lev. Il Int. | Lev. II Deg. | Lev. III Int. | Lev. III Deg.
UPV-Pulse Modulus 22.8+£0.5 3.61+0.2 26.5+1.8 5.3+£0.1
RF-Dynamic Modulus | 21.7+0.1 3.2+0.1 25.24+0.1 4.9+0.1
UC-Static Modulus 18.6 £ 0.6 0.7x£0.2 21.6 +04 0.5+0.1

Table 2.5: Summary of elastic moduli for a cement paste (Level II) and mortar (Level III) at
w/c =0.5 obtained by different methods: UPV,RF and UC. Results from [37]

diameters of approximately 0.1 mm to 10 cmn. However, besides the aggregates, an additional
feature is newly created: The interface between aggregates and the cement pastes. Adding
aggregates to a cement paste generally increases the stiffness of the material because of the high
Young’s modulus of the aggregates. Table 2.5 summarizes the Young’s modulus measurements
for a mortar with a water-cement ratio of 0.5 by Constantinides [37]. The strength however
does not necessarily increase. This is due to the interface between the aggregates and the paste
which influences the overall behavior of mortars and concrete. The interface is also called the
Interfacial Transition Zone (ITZ) as it is characterized by a gradually changing composition
from the aggregate away. Generally the ITZ contains a higher porosity than the cement paste
(in fact that is its very definition) and higher concentrations of Portlandite and Ettringite.

[136]. Several explanations for this were put forward:

e An increased w/c-ratio close to the aggregates leads to increased Portlandite and Ettrin-

gite presence [102].

e The so called ”Wall effect” leads to a zone of increased porosity and favors the presence

of the rather large Portlandite and Ettringite crystals [96].

e Syneresis, the property of a gel to contract, leads to expulsing the liquid while the total

volume of the system remains constant [127].

A thin layer immediately adjacent to the aggregates was identified by some authors as a
duplex layer of Portlandite and C-S-H [10], however its existence remains debated as other
authors could not verify it [132].

It is generally agreed upon that the ITZ reduces the strength of cementitious composite ma-
terials. However, no concise model exists that can quantify this reduction. This is mainly due

to the absence of good measurements of the mechanical properties of the ITZ itself. Attempts
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have been made to characterize the strength of the ITZ by microhardness measurements [103],
[159]. The relative hardness compared with bulk paste is consistently found to be between 25
and 40% but the absolute values vary significantly (ranging between 10 MPa and 100 MPa). In
addition, the relation between hardness and strength of the ITZ is unclear due to the inho-
mogeneous microstructure {96]. Modern HPC that are Portlandite free due to the Pozzolanic
reaction (Eq. (2.5)) do not suffer from the detrimental effects of the ITZ. The absence of Port-
landite leads to a homogeneous paste around the aggregates, and the strength is much higher
than the strength of ordinary concretes. Generally, failure of HPC occurs by the breaking of the
aggregates [11]. The uniaxial compressive strength of a low quality mortar is around 35 MPa,
that is considerably lower than the one of the paste, which highlights the role of the ITZ on
the strength of a cementitious material. The frictional behavior of concrete and mortars is
well documented (see for example [47] and the references therein). For example, the deviatoric

compressive strength of a mortar or concrete can be expressed through:

VI =68y —c (2.6)

where J; = 1/1/28S : S is the second invariant of the stress deviator S = ¥-X /1. ¥y = 1/3tr%
is the mean stress, ¢ the friction coeflicient and ¢ the cohesion. Values for the friction coeflicients

for mortars and concretes vary between 1 and 1.4 depending on the mix design [47, 109].

2.2.5 Porosity

The porosity of cementitious materials is scaled in a similar way as the hydration products.
Figure 2-10 gives an overview of the different pore sizes [117] which will be discussed next and

the standard measurement techniques, which are presented in Tables 2.6 through 2.10.

Porosity on Level I

At the level of the C-S-H matrix, most of the total porosity of cementitious materials is present.
A class of pores with diameters below 2nm (also called micropores or gelporosity) are associated
with the layer structure of the C-S-H (see Figure 2-8). While this length scale is not accessible

to direct visual observation, different models were proposed to explain indirect experimental
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Figure 2-10: Length scales of the different porosity types in pastes and the working range of
the measurement techniques. Figure adapted from [115].

51



observation such as nitrogen adsorption measurements. The model by Powers and Brownyard
[118] predicts 28% porosity and an interlayer space of the C-S-H of 1.8 nm.2 Other models, for
example the one by Feldman and Sereda [52], assume interlayer spaces between 0.5 and 2.5 nm.
Models that distinguish between two types of C-S-H predict different individual porosities
but the same average porosity [142]. These small pores have been suggested to form a zone
of hindered adsorption and are important for creep and shrinkage of the C-S-H matrix [2],
(146]. The water in the micropores is chemically bound to the surface [156, 157, 158] so that
for the transport properties, micropores are despite their large total volume not particularly
detrimental. For the strength and stiffness of a C-S-H matrix, the influence of the micropores
has never been clearly evaluated given that their volume is intrinsic to the hydration process

and therefore cannot be changed by mix design.

Porosity on Level II

On level 11, a second class of pores is generally present. These pores are often referred to as
capillary pores and have a characteristic size in the micrometer range. The capillary pores are
created in two different ways [136]: The first source is the shrinkage of the hydration products as
the water is chemically incorporated into the hydration products. The water that is chemically
bound has a density of up to 1,250 kg /m®. The space that is liberated in the course of hydration
gradually densifies, a process also called chemical shrinkage, becomes porespace of micrometer
size. The second source of capillary pores is superfluous water for the hydration process (i.e.
for a w/c-ratio > 0.38). For a w/c = 0.5 paste the capillary porosity is on the order of 3-5%.
This class of pores is certainly detrimental to both stiffness and strength of cement pastes. The
water-cement ratio dependent strength of pastes has its origin in the corresponding difference
in capillary porosity. Furthermore, the transport properties of pastes are largely affected by

the presence of capillary pores.

Porosity on Level III

Pores on level III are called macropores. They have sizes in the millimeter range and are usually

involuntarily created through poor vibration during the placement. Some intentionally created

?Pores of this size remain accessible to water molecules, which have a size of approximately 2.4A (=0.24nm).
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ADSORPTION TECHNIQUES

Water adsorption-desorption and nitrogen adsorption-desorption

are standard techniques for the porosity measurement in the nanometer range [11].

This technique uses the change in density of a gas in the proximity of a surface.

Using the so called BET (Brunauer-Emmett-Teller) equations, the variation in the
adsorbed gas as the pressure changes is related to the specific surface of the material.
From the Kelvin-Laplace equations, the pore size distribution can be deduced.

Different gases can be used in this technique. The downside of the method is the
necessity to dry the material [11, 141]. This automatically entrains a modification in the
microstructure of the material. In addition, a geometrical representation of the pores
has to be assumed in the calculations which can falsify the results considerably [124].

Table 2.6: Adsorption techniques for porosity measurements

pores by air entrainment agents, which enhance the freeze-thaw resistance might be of that size.
The macropores are detrimental to the mechanical properties of mortars and concretes. They
are preferential paths for all transport phenomena. In the the Three-Level microstructure, no

pores are considered at Level III.

2.3 Calcium Leaching Effects on the Microstructure Levels

This section gathers the information available on the consequences of calcium leaching on
cementitious materials. Based on the Berner leaching curve a general overview of the leaching
phenomenon is given. Subsequently, the chemical and mechanical effects on the different levels

of the microstructure are discussed.

2.3.1 Berner Leaching Curve

Calcium leaching of cementitious materials is controlled by the chemical equilibrium of the
calcium - silicate - water system. Berner [18] compiled a large number of solubility test data
from the open literature in forming the diagram shown in Figure 2-11. The diagram plots the
equilibrium C/S-ratio of the hydration products as a function of the free calcium concentration
in the pore solution. The different tests line up on a curve characterized by three almost
linear pieces, characterizing different zones with distinct properties. The zone for calcium

concentrations higher than 20 mol/m? is the equilibrium zone of Portlandite. Portlandite is
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MERCURY POROSIMETRY (MIP)

Mercury porosimetry is one of the most popular techniques for the pore size analysis in
ceramic materials. During the measurement, mercury is pushed into the open porosity and
the pore size distribution can be obtained from the pressure and the volume measurements,
using the Washburn equation [11]. Again, this method requires drying of the specimen which
changes the pore structure of cementitious materials. In addition, a geometrical representation
of the porosity is necessary (cylindrical) which can particularly falsify the result if in a
connected pore space the diameter increases. Diamond [43] showed that in

this case, all the porosity will be associated with the smaller pore size of the beginning

of the pore channel because once the mercury passed through the smaller section,

it penetrates into the larger one without increase in the pressure. Diamond concluded
therefore that mercury porosimetry gives a reasonable measurement of the total porosity
(perhaps modified through prior drying) while the pore size distribution tends to be

shifted towards the smaller pore sizes

Table 2.7: Mercury porosimetry for porosity measurements.

SEM/TEM

SEM/TEM micrographs are direct ways to visualize the porosity [154].

The resolution of these images depends very much on the specimen preparation and is limited
currently to the nanometer scale. The risk of a specimen modification during the preparation
process has been discussed in [124]. An additional difficulty is the 2D nature of the images
although they can be overcome with stereometric techniques [154]. SEM/TEM give

good qualitative information and some quantitative information. However, the deduction of a
complete pore size distribution is difficult.

Table 2.8: SEM/TEM porosity measurements.

SMALL ANGLE SCATTERING

Small angle X-ray or neutron scattering are sophisticated and powerful techniques
that give access to the roughness and the fractality of the solid surface [3]. From these
data, conclusions on the total porosity and the pore shape can be drawn [89].

The advantage of these methods is that no prior drying is necessary.

The difficulty lies in the interpretation of data coming from inhomogeneous materials.
which limits the application.

Table 2.9: Small angle scattering porosity measurements.
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WATER-BASED WEIGHT MEASUREMENTS

The simplest technique to measure the porosity is to compare the weight

of saturated and dried specimens. Knowing the density of water, the pore space
can be determined from the weight difference. The drawback is in the drying
temperature of 105 °C which leads to the evaporation of some chemically bound
water and hence to an overestimation of the porosity.

Table 2.10: Water-based porosity measurements.

stable in the cement paste (Level IT) only for calcium concentrations higher than 20 mol/m®. The
C-S-H equilibrium is characterized by the second straight line, between calcium concentrations
of 2mol/m? and 20 mol/m3. In this domain, the equilibrium depends primarily on the C/S-
ratio. The C/S-ratio in C-S-H varies naturally between C/S=1.2 and C/S=2.3; and in a C-S-H
matrix, different ratios are present at a time. In consequence, the C-S-H with the higher C/S-
ratio dissolve first. The third part in this curve for calcium concentrations below 2mol/m?3
corresponds to silicon rich gels which are the end product of calcium leaching. These gels do

not naturally exist in a cement paste [3].

2.3.2 Leaching Effects on Level I: C-S-H Matrix

The chemical equilibrium of C-S-H depends heavily on the C/S-ratio. As leaching proceeds
and the calcium concentration in the pore fluid is lowered, the equilibrium between fluid phase
and C-S-H leads to a progressive C-S-H dissolution, depending on the C/S-ratio. This is an
incongruent type of dissolution. In this dissolution process, the C-S-H that dissolve do not
undergo a solid transformation after some calcium has been dissolved from their structure but,
as Faucon showed [49], they dissolve entirely and reprecipitate at a lower C/S-ratio. Therefore,
in a global sense, the calcium leaching leads to a transformation of the C-S-H matrix in terms of
its C/S-ratio: As leaching goes on, the average C/S-ratio in the C-S-H matrix is reduced. This
effect that follows from equilibrium considerations was also observed through NMR analysis:
Porteneuve [115] showed that the leaching process leads to a decrease in C/S-ratio. This
decrease in C/S-ratio is accompanied by an increase in the average chain length as expressed
by the connectivity - a polymerization of the C-S-H takes place.

To investigate the effect of leaching on the elasticity modulus of the two C-S-H types,
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Figure 2-11: Compilation of solubility tests of different cement pastes. Depending on the
calcium concentration in the solution in contact (x-Axis), the equilibrium for hydration products
with different C/S ratios is displayed. From [18].
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Constantinides [37] used instrumented nanoindentation to measure the Young’s modulus of C-
S-H leached to C/S=0.8. Table 2.3 shows the obtained results. Figure 2-12 shows the histogram
of the test series. The distinction in two families of C-S-H from the mechanical tests coincides
with the chemical model calculations {142]. The degradation of the elastic modulus is much
more pronounced for C-S-H, than for C-S-Hg phase. From the nanoindentation measurements,
Constantinides [37] also deduced microhardness values for the degraded C-S-H matrix3. The
distribution of the results is shown in Figure 2-13. A separation in two families is obtained for
the hardness values (C-S-H, and C-S-Hg) in the same way as for the Young’s modulus.

The stability of the C-S-H matrix at a C/S value of approximately 0.8 has been reported by
several researchers ([3], [31], [144]), which suggests that no complete dissolution of the C-S-H
takes place. This is counterintuitive to Berner’s result (Fig. 2-11) that indicate that if the
calcium concentration in the pore solution tends to zero, the existence of any C-S-H becomes
chemically impossible. Faucon [50], however showed that this unexpected stability of the C-S-
H is due to the capacity of the C-S-H to incorporate Fe-ions into their structure. Figure 2-14
shows schematically how the Fe ions are incorporated into the C-S-H structure, filling the Ca?t
spaces which were shown in Figure 2-8. From this consideration it follows that C-S-H matrices
derived from cements with low iron content are less stable in the final degradation state than
if an OPC is used which contains 3 to 5(mass)% of Fe [49]. In such a case the stability of the
C-5-H increases and the Berner-curve loses its validity.

The microporosity of the C-S-H does not change as long as the C/S-ratio remains greater
than 1. This was shown by Adenot[3] who through Small Angle Neutron Scattering (SANS)
determined that the fractal dimension of C-S-H is 2.7 and does not change for C/S>1. The
fractality is directly related to the porosity. However, if the C/S ratio is below 1, which is the
case for the asymptotically leached C-S-H, the fractal dimension is 2.0. Although the difference
in fractality is small, the textural difference in course of the leaching process indicates that
some change in the microporosity of the C-S-H takes place. Such a change in microporosity is
expected to affect both the stiffness and the strength of the C-S-H phases. Direct measurements

of this gel porosity are out of reach, though.

*For intact C-S-H, Constantinidis determined a value of 0.8 GPa for C-S-H. and 0.9 GPa for C-S-Hg.
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Figure 2-12: Nanoindentation histogram for intact and degraded C-S-H. From [37].

58



Hardness distributon for degraded C-S-H
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Figure 2-13: Hardness measurements on degraded C-S-H. Courtesy of Constantinides.

Figure 2-14: Schematical illustration of the Fe incorporation into C — S — H in the Ca planes.
From [49].
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2.3.3 Leaching Effects on Level II: Cement Paste
Portlandite

The Berner-curve shows that Portlandite minerals in a cement paste have the highest solubil-
ity of all calcium containing hydration products. As calcium leaching takes place, Portlandite
dissolves first before any other hydration product. Portlandite because of its well defined stoi-
chiometric form (due to its crystal structure, the only form corresponds to Eq. (2.4)), dissolves
completely; it does not undergo any solid-to-solid transformation, nor does it reprecipitate in
a different form. Zones in a paste where Portlandite is dissolved can be visually distinguished
from intact paste material, which makes it easy to determine the progression of the leaching
process. The space occupied by Portlandite prior to dissolution becomes part of the porosity.
The size of these new pores are at the micrometer level and they join with the naturally existing
capillary pores. In a paste with w/c = 0.5, the additional porosity created through Portlandite

dissolution is on the order of 10 to 15%.

Aluminates

The aluminates constitute a relatively small part of an OPC paste. Ettringite (C3A3CSH3p) and
Monosulfoaluminates (C3ACSH;j2) have high C/S ratios and in accord with the Berner-curve
they are dissolved in the beginning of the leaching process. Adenot [3] showed that aluminates
do not undergo any transformation, which is due to their tendency to form well developed
crystals. The dissolution of aluminates creates an additional pore space in the micrometer
range, however the quantity of this porosity is relatively small, within 1 to 3% of the total

volume of a paste.

Unhydrated Clinker

Unhydrated clinker phases that exist in pastes with low w/c-ratios undergo a series of trans-
formations. Porteneuve [117] showed that the remaining clinker grains start to hydrate in the
presence of deionized water, forming the standard hydration products according to Egs. (2.4)

and (2.1). Eventually, these late hydration products dissolve at a later stage. The beneficial
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aspect of the presence of unhydrated clinker with respect to leaching is that the late hydration

gives an additional life time to low w/c-ratio pastes.

Porosity on Level 11

Calcium leaching has an important effect on the porosity at Level II. In addition to porosity
increase through the dissolution of Portlandite and aluminates, the C-S-H decalcification cre-
ates new pores at Level II. Carde [30] identified the porosity due to C-S-H decalcification by
leaching cement pastes without Portlandite (consumed in the Pozzolanic reaction, Eq. (2.5)).
The porosity created through leaching of C-S-H for a standard OPC paste (w/c =0.5) is around
7%, that is roughly half of the porosity created by the dissolution of Portlandite. This addi-
tional porosity is also in the micrometer range, which can be concluded from the fact that the
microporosity (gelporosity) of C-S-H does not change to this extend [3]. Galle [54] connfirmed
by Mercury Intrusion Porosimetry (see Figure 2-15) that the newly created porosity is not part
of the microporosity. Porteneuve [115], [116] and Philippot [114], provided further evidence
by means of an NMR investigation, that the microporosity of the C-S-H is not affected by

leaching?.

Effect on the Mechanical Performance of a Paste

The effect of leaching on the elastic properties of an OPC cement paste has been investigated
by Constantinides [37] and is reported in Table 2.5. The residual value for the Young’s modulus
for the w/c = 0.5 cement paste is 16%. This is a dramatic change in material properties, that
is more important than the degradation of the Young’s modulus at Level I (see Figure 2-12).
This underlines the particularly detrimental effect of the additional porosity created by leaching
at Level II. The reduction in compressive strength was determined by a number of researchers
[31], [80]. For a paste that is leached to its asymptotic calcium concentration, the residual
strength is roughly 10% of the initial value. The effect of leaching on the tensile strength has

not been investigated for cement pastes, nor the evolution of the frictional capacity of cement

4This result needs to be taken with care: The effect of the paramagnetic elements (Iron etc.) in the cement is
very strong compared to the water movements in an 'H NMR experiment. Porteneuve & Philoppot need to make
strong hypothesis for the exchange conditions of the water layer attached to the solid, which can be questioned
(39].
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Figure 2-15: MIP measurements on an asymptotically leached cement paste (w/c = 0.4).
Adapted from [54].
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pastes subjected to calcium leaching.

2.3.4 Leaching Effects on Level III: Mortar/Concrete

The effect of leaching on Level III concerns primarily the ITZ. The aggregates are inert to
calcium leaching unless they contain Ca-phases which is not further pursued in this study. The
ITZ in an undegraded mortar/concrete is characterized by high Portlandite and aluminates
concentrations and a high porosity. The effect of the Portlandite and aluminates dissolution is
of the same nature as for the paste but magnified through their higher concentrations. Note that
for a HPC which has no ITZ, no particular effects are to be expected. For an OPC based mortar
Table 2.5 shows the results of elasticity measurements by Constantinides [37] on asymptotically
leached specimens. Similar to the results for a leached paste, the Young’s modulus is reduced
to 16% of the initial value. The degradation of the uniaxial compressive strength was measured
by Carde [31] and Le Bellego [80] to be 10% of the initial value. The tensile strength of leached
mortars was tested by Le Bellego [80] only on partially leached specimens. The reported residual
strength of 70% is likely to decrease with further leaching. Similar to pastes, the evolution of

the frictional behavior of leached mortars has not been investigated.

2.4 Concluding Remarks

This Chapter presented a non-exhaustive review of the existing information in the open litera-
ture on both the chemical and mechanical effects of calcium leaching on cementitious materials.
The Three-Level microstructure which we introduced based on mechanical length scales finds
its expression in the morphological aspects of the microstructure. It will continue to serve in
the remainder of this investigation as a structure to the analysis. From the discussion of the
existing knowledge about the effects of leaching on cementitious materials the following open

questions arise:

e On Level I, the strength of C-S-H remains unknown, both in the intact and the leached

state. Particularly, no direct experimental access seems possible at this time.

o On Level II, the evolution of the uniaxial compressive strength with leaching has been

investigated. However, both the uniaxial tensile strength and the frictional behavior have
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not been covered with respect to changes provoked by leaching. In addition, the role of
the C-S-H matrix as an element of the composite material paste and its evolution with
leaching is unsolved. Moreover, the large additional porosity created by calcium leaching

on Level Il suggests that:

1. The deformational behavior of leached pastes is considerably different from intact
pastes. This has been observed in uniaxial compression tests but is unresolved for

multiaxial stress states.

2. The role of the pore fluid can become more important through leaching. Together
with the reduction in solid stiffness measured for the C-S-H matrix, the large porosity

may lead to a material which is sensitive to the pressure of the pore fluid.

e On Level III, the evolution of the uniaxial compressive strength is known. Much like
for pastes, the effect of leaching on the frictional behavior and the tensile strength is
unresolved. The role of the ITZ in leached mortars and concrete is also of concern. In
addition, similar effects of the pore fluid pressure on the material behavior as discussed

for pastes are to be expected for mortars.

These open questions are the blueprint of the investigations presented in the following chap-
ters. On Levels IT and IIT we examine the multiaxial strength properties and the deformation
behavior of leached materials in triaxial tests (Chapters 5 and 6). In addition, the role of the
pore fluid pressure is investigated. As the strength of the C-S-H matrix cannot be measured
experimentally at this point, we propose an analytical technique to obtain its value based on
the composite strength of the paste (Chapter 8). Also with an analytical approach we aim
at clarifying the role of the ITZ on the mortar/concrete strength and how it is affected by
leaching (Chapter 8). Table 2.11 summarizes the existing and missing knowledge about leached

materials and the proposed approaches in this investigation.
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M. Level | Exist. Inform ] Missing Inform. | Prop. Approach | Chapter

I C-S-H Elasticity C-S-H strength Analyt.: Mech. Model | 7, 8
37]
11 Elasticity Frictional behavior | Exp.: Triax Testing 5,6
28], [80]
Uniax. Comp. Strength | Tensile Strength Exp.: Tensile tests 5,6
[28], [80] Pore Pressure Infl. | Exp.: Triax Testing 5,6
111 Elasticity Frictional behavior | Exp.: Triax Testing 5,6
Uniax. Comp. Strength | Tensile Strength Exp.: Tensile tests 5, 6
[28], [80] Pore Pressure Infl. | Exp.: Triax Testing 5, 6
ITZ role Analyt.: Mech. Model | 7, 8

Table 2.11: Overview of the existing and missing knowledge about leached cementitious mate-
rials.
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Part 11

Experimental Chemo-Mechanics
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Chapter 3

Design and Operation of an

Accelerated Leaching Procedure

The goal of the experimental campaign is to determine the strength and deformation proper-
ties of asymptotically leached cement pastes and mortars (Levels II and III of the proposed
microstructural division). The rationale of working with asymptotic leaching states is the ho-
mogeneous leaching state, which allows one to experimentally assess the mechanical behavior.
In turn, once the asymptotic states are known, the properties of intermediate states can be
obtained by chemomechanical modeling. This is the focus of Chapters 7 to 9 in this report.

A prerequisite for the experimental assessment of the material properties in the asymptoti-
cally leached state is a leaching method, that is operational for these materials in a reasonable
time. This chapter presents design considerations for an accelerated calcium leaching device and
its practical application and results. Starting point for the design is a novel one-dimensional
diffusion-dissolution model, which considers two dissolution fronts, one corresponding to the
dissolution of Portlandite, the other to the dissolution of C-S-H with C/S-ratio equal to one.
Although the two fronts do not represent all of the leached minerals, by pertaining to two
different levels in the microstructure (I and II) they preserve the main characteristics of the
leaching process of cement-based materials. Based on the analysis of the invariants of the model
equations, the leaching device is developed. For an appropriate practical design of the actual

leaching device, the leaching times are predicted for cylindrical specimens with both the ana-

67



lytical solution of the 1-D think model and a more sophisticated finite-element based solution.
It is shown that the 1-D think model agrees well with actually observed leaching times, which
justifies the approach. In Chapter 9, the same model will be further developed in 3D, for the

implementation of model-based simulations of concrete structures subjected to leaching.

3.1 Design Considerations

3.1.1 Introduction

One problem when evaluating the impact of calcium leaching on the mechanical performance
of cementitious materials is the time necessary to obtain uniformly leached specimens. In
industrial applications of concrete, deionized water is the most aggressive solution to be present.
As a consequence, in many applications such as nuclear waste storage, deionized water has
become the design scenario for calcium leaching of concrete structures. It has been found
that calcium leaching in this reference scenario is diffusion governed [3]. Locally, the chemical
equilibrium is always fulfilled, compared to the diffusion time scale. The leaching rates are
very low: Deionized water leaches a 1cm thick piece of concrete in roughly 300 years [3].
For laboratory experiments, using deionized water is not an optimum choice and a means of
accelerating the leaching process is necessary in order to leach the specimens in a reasonable
time. This need was recognized early on in the research on calcium leaching. Two ways of
accelerating calcium leaching of cementitious materials were put forward. The first approach,
pioneered by Saito et al. [128] and Gérard [56], uses an electrochemical means of acceleration:
An electrical field is applied to the concrete specimen and the migration of the calcium ions is
accelerated due to the strong electrical field. The ion migration in the presence of an electrical
field is not a diffusion driven process so that the nature of the accelerated leaching procedure
is different from the reference scenario. In practice, the ion migration leads to a zone of high
calcium concentration close to the cathode and an almost calcium depleted zone close to the
anode, which does not correspond to the calcium concentration gradients characteristic of a
diffusion driven process. In addition, the acceleration factor is limited by the field strength and
reaches in practice values of about 100, meaning that a given thickness of concrete is leached

in 1 hundredth of the time necessary for leaching with deionized water.
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The second approach is based on a replacement of deionized water by a different solu-
tion agent, ammonium nitrate (NH4NO3). In the calcium-leaching research community, this
technique was first employed by Carde [31] although the aggressiveness of ammonium nitrate
solutions on cementitious materials had been known for a long time [105], [81]. The acceler-
ating effect of this second approach is based on the increase of the concentration gradient in
the pore solution as more calcium can be dissolved in the presence of ammonium nitrate. This
technique preserves the character of the diffusion driven process. In order to understand how
an ammonium nitrate accelerated test actually works and to design an optimum accelerated

leaching device, we introduce a simple dissolution-diffusion model.

3.1.2 1-D Two-Front Leaching Model

Calcium leaching is characterized by many sharp dissolution fronts that propagate through a
cementitious material driven by the calcium diffusion in the pore solution (see Section 1.2).
Figure 1-2 displays the multiple fronts corresponding to the dissolution of different minerals at
different chemical equilibrium conditions.

Two different approaches to the modeling of the leaching process can be found in the liter-

ature:

1. The discrete mineral model, in which all different types of hydration products with distinct
chemical equilibria are considered. This approach was put into practice by Adenot[3], who
considered 12 mineral phases and their corresponding fronts in a 1-D diffusion setting. Be-
ing anchored in the physical chemistry of cement-based materials, tracing the mechanical

consequences of the leaching of all individual minerals would be a difficult task.

2. The smeared dissolution model in which the equilibrium formulation is continuous and
based on the Berner-curve. Gérard [56], Ulm et al. [150], Mainguy [92, 93] and Le Bellego
[80] used this approach which leads to very good leaching predictions. This approach has
been coupled with macroscopic phenomenological chemomechanical models with fitted
material functions for the stiffness and strength evolution, namely in the context of damage

theory [56], [80] and chemoplasticity [150].

A suitable compromise between these two approaches is a model that focuses on the con-

69



sequences of calcium leaching on the mechanical material properties, by considering the two
dissolution processes that affect most the mechanical behavior; that is the Portlandite disso-
lution and the C-S-H dissolution at well defined equilibrium states. This is the approach we
pursue in this study to cover the essential aspects of calcium leaching. Through the Portlandite
dissolution, evolutions on Level IT of the microstructure are incorporated. Consideration of the
C-S-H front assures that changes on Level I are taken into account. The main advantage of this
approach is that the focus on two fronts limits the number of modeled material states to three:
The intact state and the asymptotically leached state, which are both accessible to experimental
investigation and an intermediate state in which only Portlandite has been leached. This in-
termediate state can be assessed through model-based interpolation of the material properties.

The two-front approach is retained for the design of the accelerated leching device, considering:

e The Portlandite dissolution front, which marks the beginning of the leaching process (see
Berner-curve, Fig. 2-11). This dissolution front describes well the changes on Level II
that is the Portlandite dissolution but also the aluminates at calcium concentrations close
to the one of the Portlandite dissolution. This front is associated with a strong increase

in porosity which affects greatly the material performance.

e The C-S-H front at C/S=1, which corresponds to the asymptotic leaching state, thus
separating a material that is being leached from a material that undergoes no further
changes. In addition, the C-S-H being part of Level I, this front takes into account

material transformations at this scale.

The proposed approach can be seen as an extension of the 1D-one-front dissolution model
of Mainguy and Coussy [93] to which a second dissolution front is added that imparts the

mechanical performance of calcium leached cement-based materials.

3.1.3 Model Equations

In the two-front model developed below, we consider the material as a porous medium, composed
of two superposed continua, the fluid phase and the solid. In terms of the microstructural levels,
this corresponds to either Level II or III, depending on whether a paste or a mortar/concrete

is being leached. The different solid phases at either level are lumped into a general “solid”
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Figure 3-1: Schematic overview of the 1D - model geometry.

phase while the voids are considered to be saturated with a fluid, which itself is a mixture
composed of water and dissolved calcium ions and ammonium nitrate). We consider a simplified
one-dimensional setting, an infinite half space with spacial variable z > 0. Figure 3-1 shows
schematically the model geometry and assumptions. Three zones are distinguished: zcy and
rc-s—H denote the location of the CH and the C-S-H dissolution fronts, respectively. The first
zone, rcy < z, corresponds to the intact material. No leaching has occurred here and the
calcium concentration in the pore solution is equal to the initial equilibrium concentration. In
the second zone, zc_s_pg < = < zcg, the Portlandite and the aluminates are dissolved. In the
third zone, 0 < z < z¢_g_g, also the C-S-H are decalcified to C/S=1.0, which we consider as

the asymptotically leached material state. For simplicity, we assume in the three zones that:
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e H1: The porosity is constant.

o H2: The diffusivity is constant.

The initial conditions for the three zones read:
t < 0:[Ca?*](t < 0) = [Ca®*]®, vz (3.1)

where [Ca?*] represents the calcium concentration in the pore solution. [Ca®*]%? is the initial
calcium concentration in the fluid phase before any leaching starts. At time ¢ = 0, a zero

calcium concentration is imposed at z = 0, and maintained thereafter:
t>0; z=0:[Ca?t] =0 (3.2)

This boundary condition leads to the propagation of two dissolution fronts into the material
bulk that separate three zones. The mass conservation of the calcium in the fluid phase reads

for the three zones:

2 2
0 € z<zxo_8-H: Mg—?ﬂ - % I:D-a(qs%—ﬂ—)] =0 (3.3)
2
ro-s—H < T < ZIcH: &(b[gfﬂ - (_%: [Dsawﬁ—[acxﬂjl =0 (3.4)
zen < z:[Ca?t] = [Ca®"]™ (3.5)

and the continuity of the [Ca?*]-concentration of the fronts requires that:

T = TC-8-H: [Ca2+] = [032+]ecq—s—H (3.6)
z = zcm: [Ca?t] = [Ca®M]E, (3.7)
where [Ca®T]¢f ¢ . and [Ca®*]g}; are the equilibrium concentrations for calcium corresponding

to the C-S-H and CH fronts, respectively. Furthermore, the mass conservation at the two
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dissolution fronts is expressed by the following Rankine-Hugoniot jump conditions ([70], [120]):

2
T=xc_s-5 : DMga+ K(ﬁQ([Ca;’;ﬂl) ] _ (¢6([%;2+])> . }
= lps(1 - ¢)”§$C;tj =0 (3.8)
a2+ T
& = zcH : pD M2+ (?_(_[%_xj) - PCH¢Cdd(;H =0 (3.9)

where superscripts + and - denote upstream and downstream at the dissolution front; Mg 2+

denotes the molar mass of calcium (408 /mol), [[p,(1 — ¢)]] = Amy is the jump in solid mass
density due to calcium leaching from the C-S-H structure; mcu = pcp¢° is the change in
calcium mass due to Portlandite dissolution so that ¢¢ = ¢ — ¢, denotes the chemical porosity,
that is the porosity created through the Portlandite dissolution process in excess of the initial
porosity ¢g. Equations (3.1) through (3.9) form a closed set of equations that allow solving the

boundary value problem analytically.

C-S-H Zone

To solve the equations for the C-S-H zone (0 < z < z¢_s_n), we introduce the following linear

transform of the variables:

z = Xa'it=Tt;[Ca®t] = C[Ca?t);¢ = F¢';
[Ce®"|E sy = C&lsulCa®1d g g llps(1~ 9)]] = Am, = Mm (3.10)

D = AD';MCa2+ = :/\_/[M’; [Caz+]6q — Ceq[Ca2+]eql

where (...)'-quantities are the dimensionless counterparts of the variable (...). Use of (3.10) in
(3.3) and (3.8) yields the dimensionless conservation laws in the C-S-H zone and at the C-S-H

dissolution front:

(3.11)

X210 Ca®t]) 0 [,0¢[Ca )] _
'A_:F] ot "%[ oz’ ]’

0<z <zp_g_y: [
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! .
T =Zc-8-H*

[AJ—\/I—FC'T] DA [( ¢,a([ca2+]')>

/a Ca2t)

ro s u Tc-s—H
’
m dro_g_p _ 0:
8 dt/ Y

Analogously, the transformed initial condition (3.1), boundary conditions (3.2) and the conti-

nuity condition (3.6) read:

t < 0: %[CaQ"']' = [Ca®t o7V’ (3.13)

Z = 0:[Ca?t) =0 (3.14)

TG_g-H : T [Ca®*]) = [Ca**|F s g (3.15)

The transformed set of equations (3.11) through (3.14) will satisfy the same equations as the

initial set provided that:

C C _X® MFC _

Cden Ca BT M (3.16)

Finally, combining (3.10) and (3.16) leads to identifying the following invariants:

m _ [Caz"'] . T ¢[CaQ+]g]—S—HMCa2+

JEC—S-H = 3.17

m is the normalized calcium concentration and £ is the classical Boltzmann variable for one-
dimensional diffusion problems. In turn ec—s_pg appears as a macroscopic solubility parameter
which describes the solubility of C —S — H in the porous medium. As we will see below, the
solubility parameter is one key to the acceleration of the leaching process.

The solution of the differential equation (3.11) yields:

0 % g<eg SO =
d

¢ = ¢§5H [Ca?t] =1 (3.19)

(3.18)
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: : _ 2 r¢ C-S-H _ =z
where erf(¢) is the error function, erf(§) = % [; exp (—t?) dt; &5 = == \/S_H denotes the
location of the C-S-H front in dimensionless coordinates. Determination of this parameter
requires the solution of the second diffusion equations in the “CH zone” (z¢c-s-g < = < Zcn)

which is shown next.

Portlandite (CH) Zone

We introduce the following set of linear transforms:

z = Xa';t=T¢;[Ca®] = C[Ca®1); ¢ = F¢'; [Ca® |5l = ConlCa T,
[Ca**]Esn = C&ls_nlCe® | s pimon = Meumey; D = AD; (3.20)
Mg+ = MM;[CalT] = C[Ca®t]?
Inserting (3.20) in (3.4) and (3.9) yields:
2 / 24y / 241

dosn < ¥ <on | xp| "G~ g o
J— 24+ 4
, AMFC’T} DM {8([(3& ])} _ g ECH _ o (3.99)
Tg

! .
voT o [m o’ Har

The transformed initial condition (3.1) and the continuity conditions (3.6), (3.7) read:

= -’E'C—S—Hi581—6’;[C32+]'=[032+]éqis—ﬂ (3.23)

o> alow: g [CaH] = [Ca*EH, (3.24)
CCH

¢ o< 0:%[C32+}’=[Ca2+]eq"v’a:' (3.25)

The transformed set of equation will satisfy the same equations as the initial one provided that:

C C c X2  MFC
O~ O~ Gy BT Mow .26
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The invariants then are:

[Ca?t] = en= P[Ca® )G s pMcazt
[Ca™ g '~ 2vDF mcH

[Ca?t] = (3.27)

To facilitate the compatibility between the two zones we choose the same dimensionless calcium
concentration as in the C-S-H zone. Similarly to the C-S-H zone, the invariant of interest for
an acceleration is ecg which includes also the C-S-H equilibrium condition.

Substituting (3.27) into (3.4) yields an ordinary differential equation with respect to &:

fo_s_u <&<fcn: 82[80532%] +2¢ a[%fﬂ =0 (3.28)
together with the continuity conditions:
¢ = &c_g-n:[Ca®]= E—g':;_:_%ﬁ =1 (3.29)
¢ = &m@=£§%§:=c>l (3.30)
The general solution of (3.28) is:
[Ca?t] = Cy + Cherf(€) (3.31)

where C; and Cz are constants to be determined from the continuity conditions (3.23), (3.24):

_erf(Ecy) — cerf(§o_g_n) + (¢ — 1) erf(§)
J= orf (gm) — erf(€cs_11) (3:32)

[Ca2+

Furthermore, substituting (3.27) into (3.9) yields for the first term of the Portlandite dissolution
front in (3.9):

SDM <6([Ca2+])> B ¢\@MC:&2+ [Ca? 1§ g _p(c— 1) exp(—ELy) (3:33)
Cat Oz con erf(§cn) — erf(§c-s-n) .
and the second term is:
mon TR — mentnt] 2 (3.34)
CH—,— = MCHScHY/ .
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Equation (3.9) describing the Portlandite dissolution front can then be rewritten as:

eculc — 1) exp(—£&&n) — Vréenlerf(€on) — erf(€g_s—m)) =0 (3.35)

This expression involves not only the dimensionless location of the CH-front, g, but also the
location of the C-S-H front, £c_g_p, so that information from the C-S-H zone is required to
solve for the location of the Portlandite front. More precicesly, using (3.17) and (3.32), the

different terms of (3.8) can be rewritten as:

9[Ca®] _ 2 ew(—£E s p)l-c) (3.36)
o€ €& o Vvrerf(§cn) — erf(§c—s—u) '

9[Cat] _ 2 exp(—€&_s_p)

[ o€ Lé_s_u — r erf(o_g_m) (3.57)
Amsgf—%_t—sﬂ = Ams§C—s_H\/§ (3.38)

Use of (3.36) through (3.38) in (3.8) delivers the following dimensionless expression of the mass

conservation at the C-S-H front:

exp(=£¢-s-n) _exp(-€& s m)(l—¢)
EC_S_H - — Ve sy =0 3.39
( erf(§c_su)  erf(§cn) — erf(€c_s-n) oS8 (339)

Equations (3.35) and (3.39) form a set of two nonlinear equations for the unknown front
locations éc_g_p and &cy. They have to be solved simultaneously to find the respective lo-
cations, which can be performed with standard numerical techniques [97]. The required input
data for the solution are the chemical equilibrium concentrations [Ca®t]&; and [Ca®t]F ¢ o

in addition to porosity, diffusivity and the changes in mass.

3.2 Chemical Analysis of the Leaching Process

This section is devoted to the determination of the equilibrium concentrations [Ca?*]Z}; and
[Caz+]éq_S_H, required for the solution of the two-front model. The chemical equilibrium prob-

lem of Portlandite and C-S-H in an ammonium nitrate solution is considered.
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Figure 3-2: Three regions (according to their C/S ratio) and the corresponding components
propsed by Berner [18].

3.2.1 Chemical Equilibrium Calculation with Ammonium Nitrate

Berner [18] suggested that the chemical system cement-water which contains many different
phases can be simplified for solubility calculations. Figure 3-2 shows the Berner-curve and the
three regions suggested by Berner together with the main components that are considered in
each one of them. In fact, to simplify the chemical equilibrium calculations, only two compo-
nents are taken into account plus the leaching agent. The existing experimental observations
for the solubility of cement hydrates in water which are shown in the Berner-curve are well
reproduced by the simplified analysis that Berner suggests. Berner provides the equilibrium
concentrations for water as leaching agent (see Figure 3-2). For our purpose, the equilibrium
concentrations need to be calculated for the case of the ammonium nitrate solution. The solu-
bility constants used in the calculations are given in Table 3.1. The solubility constants describe

the equilibrium of a reaction of the type:

A.B, () — zA +yB (3.40)

y(s)
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Component logK,o
Ca(OH), —5.20
CaHySi04 at C/S=1 | —8.16
SiOg at C/S=1 -6.00

Table 3.1: Solubility constants used in the calculations

where the equilibrium constant is defined as:
K ={A}*{B} (3.41)

Brackets {...} denote the activity of a component. As concentrations are easier to measure than
activities, they are the preferred variables to work with. The relation between the two is given
by

{A} =7al4] (3.42)

where 7,4 is the activity coefficient. For dilute solutions, the activity coeflicients can be con-
sidered equal to one. There exist different approaches to account for the fact that at higher
concentrations, the activities and concentrations of the species do not coincide (for an overview
see e.g. [137]). In the case of cementitious materials, the concentrations of the species in the pore
solution are very high (total dissolved species > 1073 mol /1) so that the classical approaches of
taking into account the ion interactions (Davis, Debye-Hueckel etc.) do not suffice. In addition,
spacial interactions need to be taken into account for which the so called Pitzer equations are
generally employed [59]. In the calculations, the equilibrium concentrations of Portlandite and
CaHs; Si Q4 are determined in the presence of a 6M ammonium nitrate solution. This is the
typical concentration used by other researchers in the field [28]. The equilibrium calculations
were performed with the geochemical code PHREEQC [112] that is publicly available. The

results for the free calcium concentration in the pore solution are:

[Ca®t)g; = 2.7mol/] (3.43)
[Ca?t¥ gy = 0.5mol/1 (3.44)
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These values need to be compared to 20x10~3mol /1 and 2x10~3mol /] respectively, which
are the equilibrium concentrations in deionized water [18]. The chemical calculation shows
therefore that the value of the invariant ec_g—pg (Eq. (3.17)) increases by approximately a
factor 250.

Moreover, in the case of the Portlandite dissolution, that is CaOHy — Ca®t 4+ 20H™, the
mechanisms of the dissolution reaction can be illustrated as well. Ammonium Nitrate dissociates

according to:

NH;NO3 = NH} + NO3 (3.45)

A redox reaction takes place that consumes the ammonia (NH] ) and part of the nitrate (NO3)

and that produces nitrogen and H*. The two half reactions read:

1 6 1 3
“NO; +-H +e” = — Hy0; pe = 21. .
FNO3 + ZH +e 5Nz + £Hz0; pe 05 (3.46)
1 1

gNO; + §H+ +e” = gNHZ + gHgO;peO = 14.09 (3.47)

where the pe® are equilibrium constants of the half reactions. The proton production in this
reaction favors the dissolution of Portlandite as the OH™ ions of the Portlandite are immediately
compensating for them. Moreover, the Ht production of ammonium nitrate is not automatic
but depends very much on the availability of OH™ to compensate. In other words, in contrast
to strong acids, which would lower the pH values of the solution much more, ammonium nitrate,
an oxidizer, develops its capacity to compensate the OH™ as they become available. This is one
of the reasons why the ammonium nitrate solution is similar in its effects of calcium leaching to
deionized water. At the same time, other phases that form in the solution and that could limit
the free calcium concentration through their low solubility do not exist. For instance, calcium
nitrate has a very high solubility so that no limitation to the process from that side occurs.
Finally, one question that is of importance for the experimental realization of the leaching
process is the renewal cycle of the ammonium nitrate solution, which needs to guarantee that

there is always enough ammonia to sustain the reaction. The equilibrium between ammonium
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Case Dm?s 1| ¢ | [Ca™]gE | [Ca*T|d ok mcH Am

Deionized Water 5x 10T [0.6 [ 22mmol/1| 2mmol/1 | 182kg/m® | 338kg/m°

Ammonium Nitrate [6M] | 5 x 10711 [ 0.6 | 2.7mol /1 | 0.5mol/] | 182kg/m° | 338kg /m®

Table 3.2: Physical Parameters for leaching

(NHJ) and aqueous ammonia (NHsgg) is given by:

NH; = NHso+HT (3.48)
+
{NH3GQ}+{H } — 10-—9.25 (3.49)
{NH{}

The equilibrium constant of 9.25 signifies that as long as the pH is below 9.25, enough ammonia
is present for the leaching reaction to proceed. In other words, a simple pH measurement will

indicate when the solution needs to be replaced.

3.2.2 Comparison with Multiple Front Approach

Use of the equilibrium concentrations (3.43), (3.44) in (3.17)3 and (3.27)3 allows the deter-
mination of the macroscopic solubility parameters, ec_g_ir and ecn, which are the input for
the solution of the two-front problem (3.35) and (3.39). The results will first be compared to
the multiple front formulations by Adenot [3]. This is the focus of this section, in which the
leaching times of a cylinder are estimated, and which is the basis for the experimental leaching
device developed and presented in Section 3.4.

Table 3.2 gives the values for the different physical parameters involved in the model for-
mulation. The mcy values were determined under the assumption that the chemical porosity
created through Portlandite dissolution is 15%, which is an average value for a w/c = 0.5 cement
paste [29]. The change in calcium mass is 54% of the total mass change involved in the Port-
landite dissolution (calcium accounts for 54% of the Portlandite mass, the Portlandite density

being 2,240kg / m3). To calculate Am, we use XRF! data on unleached and leached cement

'XRF stands for X-ray fluorescence anlysis. X-ray fluorescence and location of absorption edges can be
used to identify quantitatively the elements present in a sample. The core-electron energy levels are not strongly
perturbed by the chemical environment of the atom since the electric fields acting on these electrons are completely
dominated by the nuclear charge. Their atomic energy level fingerprint is not perturbed by the more complex
environment. The elemental abundance of a particular element can be determined by measuring the difference
in X-ray absorption just above and just below an absorption edge of that element [1].
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# | Calc. Step | Add. Info

A Portlandite Volume 15% [29]

B Calcium in A 0.54x0.15 = 0.08

C mcu [=BXpcH| men = 182kg /m° | poy =2.248 /em®
D | Tot. Ca®t in unleached paste | 0.35x1.928 /cm? XRF

E | Tot. Ca*" in leached paste 0.1x1.528 /cm® XRF

F | Tot dissolved Ca*" [D-E] 520 kg / m®

G | Diss. Ca?* from C-S-H [F-C] | Am, = 338kg / m*

Table 3.3: Calculation steps for the model paramters

paste specimens together with the density information. In the unleached state, about 35% of
the mass is calcium, the density is about 1,920kg / m3(mass of solid per total volume). After
leaching, about 10% of the solid is calcium and the density is reduced to 1,520kg /m3. This
yields a total mass of dissolved calcium of 520kg / m3. The part attributed to the C-S-H decal-
cification is the difference between the total change and the dissolution of the calcium bound
in the Portlandite that is Am, = 338kg /m3. Table 3.3 gives an overview of the calculation

steps. The dimensionless parameters of the model take the following values:

¢[Ca2+]ecq—S—HMCa2+ .

€cH = =6.59 x 1072 (3.50)
mMCH
Ca2t)d? M
€C—8-H = ¢l ]CA—S_H Ca®' _ 3.55 x 1072 (3.51)
ms
2+1eq
c = —[Qﬁ—e(}& = 11; deionized water (3.52)
[Ca"]c s n
[Ca®* 18
¢ = ——aro— =54; 6M — NH4NO3 (3.53)
[CaZ¥]2
C~5-H

Solving the equations (3.35) and (3.39) for the case of deionized water yields £y = 0.027 and
€c_g_g = 0.0021. This result can be compared with the model calculations by Adenot [3], in
which the diffusion problem with 12 fronts is solved numerically, and in which both porosity
and the diffusivity varies from one zone to the other. Table 3.4 shows the comparison between
the Portlandite front and the C-S-H front for C/S=1.0 from Adenot’s numerical solution and
the analytical solution of the two-front model. Despite the rough assumptions of constant

porosity and diffusivity, the analytical solution of the two-front approach gives the same order
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| Adenot [3] | 2-front model

£cul-] 1.1x 1072 [ 2.7 x 10~*
fos_ul—) | 22x107° | 2.1 x 107

Table 3.4: Comparison of model results with the simplified analytical solution.

of magnitude results as the much more sophisticated numerical model by Adenot.

3.3 Application: Prediction of Leaching Duration

3.3.1 Steady State Diffusion in a Cylinder

Of interest is the one dimensional solution for the leaching of a cylinder which we want to design

for the leaching of the test specimens. In a cylinder with Radius R, the diffusion equation is

given by:

at T ror or

2+ 2+

1 0(¢|C
To simplify the problem we assume that the diffusion is in a steady state, which means that
the diffusion between the contour and the leaching fronts is instantaneous.? Problem equations

(3.1) to (3.9) can then be rewritten in cylindrical coordinates:

t < 0:[Ca?t) = [Ca®"]*%,r € [0, R] (3.55)
r = R,t>0;[Ca’t] =0; (3.56)
, 18 JoglCa®)] _
t > Org_s-m<r<R: o [T =0 (3.57)
2+
t>0;rcg <7 <rc-s-H: 12 M-Ca—]) =0 (3.58)
r or or

2This hypothesis is often made in radial diffusion problems to obtain an analytical solution. It is valid if the
mass to dissolve is large compared to the equilibrium concentration, i.e. for ecu and ec—s_g < 1.
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T = ro-s-m,t>0;[Ca’t]=[Ca?t|H o (3.59)

r = rcy,t>0; [Caz+] = [Ca2+]qu

o([Ca?t A([Ca?t
2O =rosn i DMea [(‘”([a—])> B (¢—([75~'—D> J (3.60)
C—-S—H C—S—H
dro_s-H _
= el =g))—7—=0
24
t>0r=rchg: ¢DMCa2+ <M> - pCHQZSCdTﬂ =0 (3.61)
or ron dt
The general solution of (3.56) or (3.57) is given by:
[Ca®t] =C1 4 Colnr (3.62)

where (1 and C» are integration constants to be determined by the boundary and continuity

conditions.

Portlandite Zone

For the Portlandite zone the solution together with the boundary conditions reads for the

dimensionless calcium concentration:

/ ! / I ! ' Rl -5
Reog < R < Rg_g_p :[Ca?t] = [In Fen | (c—1)In| = R )) x In (—C—S—H)
Ro_s_u Ro_s-n Rcy

(3.63)
where we introduced the adimensional radii R = s R/CH = "¢ and R’C_S_H = T0=5-H,
The front equation for the Portlandite dissolution (3.61) reads here:
- dR,
Decy—— 1R - }gflft* =0 (3.64)
RC—S—-H
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24-1€
#[Ca +]Cq-—S-—HMCa2+
mcH

where ecy = is still given by (3.27)3.

Integration of (3.64) between time 0 and time t yields:

4Decy(c— 1)t ' R, '
—5(2_—) = 2R3y In -~ 41 Ry (3.65)
C—-S—-H

C-S-H Zone

In the C-S-H zone, the solution of (3.58) reads in dimensionless form:

: : — In R
Ry g p<R <1:[Ca?]= # (3.66)
D iAc-s-H
and the C-S-H front equation is given by
c—1)lnRy g gy —In T8 4R
DEC_S_H( C-5-H C—S—H _ C—-S—H — O (3-67)

’ R ’
Ry g pln ﬁ—QH—RC_S . InR- gy

2+47eq
where ec_g_g = #lCa ]C&fr;HMC“H is still given by (3.17)3.

Equation (3.67) leads to an integral equation. Equations (3.65) and (3.67) form a set of

non-linear equations for the adimensional variables of the front locations R'C_S_H and R,CH'

3.3.2 Time for Asymptotic Leaching of a Cylinder

The question of interest to us is the estimation of the time it takes to asymptotically leach
a cylinder. This time corresponds to the time when the C-S-H front reaches the center of
the cylinder. At this point the Portlandite front already reached the center and the solution
(??) is not valid anymore. When the Portlandite front reaches the center, the new continuity

conditions of the Portlandite zone are:

t > 0;[Ca¥*)(ro-s—n,t) = [Ca?M ] o s (3.68)
2+
t > 0 8[%3; LR,t) =0, (3.69)
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Condition (3.69) is a symmetry condition in the center. With these two conditions, the solution

of Eq.(3.56) leads to a constant calcium concentration in the Portlandite zone:
[Cat]=1;0< R < Ro_g_g (3.70)

For R > R&_S_H the problem simplifies to a diffusion problem with one front, for which the

solution of the front movement reads [90]:

—4Dec_g_gt ’ 1 1
“ADeo-s—nl _op2 bt RZ ¢ -1 (3.71)
R RC—S—H

The C-S-H front reaches the center when RE_S_H is equal to zero; which yields:

R2
tc-s-H = ——--—-— 3.72
O-5-H = 5 (3.72)

This is the time it takes for the C-S-H front to reach the center after the Portlandite front
has reached the center. For a cylinder with diameter 11.5mm (a suggested size issuing from
requirements on subsequent mechanical tests), tc-g—g = 13,473 days for leaching with deionized
water. In the case of Ammonium Nitrate accelerated leaching, it is around 54 days (where we
took [Ca®t]f gy to be 0.5mol/1).

The time for the Portlandite front to reach the center can be quickly deduced from the
solution of (3.65). The front reaches the middle for Ry = 0

R2

tecpg=-—"-—++ 3.73
CH 4Decu(c—1) ( )

With the given values for the different physical constants (Table 3.2, Eq. (3.39)), tcu is about
725 days in the case of deionized water and 7 days with the 6M ammonium nitrate solution,
both for a specimen with a 11.5mm diameter. The total leaching time can then be estimated
by adding tg.g—g and tcy:

R? R?
t , = t S t =
final c-s-H ticH 4Dec_s_n * 4D€CH(C - 1)

(3.74)

In summary, it appears that in the case of ammonium nitrate based leaching, we can expect to
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obtain asymptotically leached specimens (diameter 11.5 mm) in approximately 60 days, while
the deionized water would need some 39 years for the same result. Obviously, the hypothesis
of steady state diffusion, necessary for an analytical solution to the problem, is important.
To illustrate our purpose, Figure 3-3 shows finite element simulations of the leaching of a
cylinder. The two sharp fronts can be clearly distinguished. It is clear from the time it takes
for the Portlandite front to reach the center that the steady state assumptions leads to a
slight underestimation of the leaching times. Still, the results obtained with the steady state
assumption provide the right order of magnitude, that is roughly 60 days for a complete leaching
of the 11.5 mm cylinder.

3.4 Practical Realization of the Leaching Device

3.4.1 Setup

The results from the two-front model highlight the large acceleration potential of an ammonium
nitrate based leaching technique. This section describes the chosen experimental realization of
the device and its performance compared to the expected results from the model.

So that the device should be simple to install and require low maintenance, a set of plastic
containers was mounted on an oscillating table, as shown in Figure 3-4. The containers hold each
about 2kg of the ammonium nitrate solution at 4808 / kg or 6 mol of ammonium nitrate per
kilogram of total solution®. Inside the container, ‘up to 28 cement paste or mortar specimens
are immersed in the highly concentrated ammonium nitrate solution. The specimens have
a diameter of 11.5mm and a length of 60mm. This corresponds in total to approximately
190 x 1079 m3 of cementitious material in one container. The specimens are aligned and can
move easily as the table oscillates. The oscillation provides a simple means to assure good mixing
of the aggressive solution. During the leaching procedure, nitrogen gas is pushed through the

containers to prevent any contact of COs with the specimens which would lead to carbonation®.

3This leads to a density of 1,180kg / m®.
“The emphasis on the good mixing of the solution and the carbonation prevention was also stressed from the
literature review and personal communications with [80], [31] and the CEA Paris through J. Sercombe.
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Figure 3-3: Results from finite element simulations of calcium leaching in ammonium nitrate,
based on the three-dimensional extension (see Chapter 9) of the model presented in this chapter.
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Figure 3-4: Oscialting table with several containers that each contain the ammonium nitrate
solution.

3.4.2 Results

The following results were obtained with the developed leaching device:

e The pH value, measured during the leaching procedure, never exceeded 8.5, indicating
according to Eq. (3.49) that the volume of the ammonium nitrate solution is sufficiently
large to avoid any change in the solution during the leaching process. This meets the low

maintenance requirement of the device.

e The evolution of the Portlandite front was monitored visually. After 9 days of leaching,
the Portlandite front reached the center. This is on the same order as the predicted
values (7 days with steady state assumption) of the two-front model and confirms the

strong accelerating effect of the ammonium nitrate.

e The effective acceleration factor of the leaching procedure can be defined as:

— (Q_H)Q (3.75)

0
§cH
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where ¢&y = zcn/2v/ Dty and €&y = zon/2v/ Do define the Portlandite front locations.
to is the time necessary to reach the center when leaching with deionized water is per-
formed, t; is the corresponding duration in the ammonium nitrate solution. Evaluating
(3.75) comes down to comparing the ratio of the leaching times. The value of acy is close
to 300, assuming the same diffusion coefficent and based on the reported times in the

literature for deionized water (for example 2v/ D&,y = 0.1 mm /+/d [80]).

The dissolution of calcium in the different other mineral phases particularly the C-S-H
phases requires additional time and was monitored through periodic XRF measurements of
the bulk calcium concentration. Figure 3-5 shows the development of the calcium content
for the cylindrical cement paste specimen. The 9 days, at which the Portlandite front
reached the center is marked and it is clearly observable that the calcium concentration
continues to decrease as the other minerals get dissolved. In fact, looking at the measured
values, it seems that it takes roughly 60 days to asymptotically leach the cement paste
specimens. Again, the two-front model based on the steady state diffusion assumption
predicted 60 days. The accelerating effect of the ammonium nitrate solution is confirmed.

A second acceleration factor can be defined for the C-S-H front:

) 2
ac-s-H = (ﬁg;g:ﬂ) (3.76)

0
§C—s—H

where '5(()3—8—H = z0-5-1/2v/Dty and 5%3—8—}1 = zc-s-u/2v/ Dty define the C-s-H front
locations. tg is the time necessary to reach the center when leaching with deionized water
is performed, t; is the corresponding duration in the ammonium nitrate solution. Based

on the model results (Table 3.4), ac—s—n takes the value 250.

An obvious question concerns the limit of the acceleration: Can one actually improve the
acceleration factor by increasing the concentration of ammonium nitrate? The solubility
of ammonium nitrate in water is approximately 6808 /kg at 20°C [12], which needs to
be compared to the 4808 / kg employed in the experimental setup. However, increasing
the ammonium nitrate concentration beyond the 6M concentration did not accelerate the

leaching process beyond the already obtained rates. The reason for this has its origin in
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Figure 3-5: Total calcium content in a cylindrical specimen as leaching takes place. The solid
curve presents a least-square fit to the measurments.

the composition of the specimens themselves: The total concentration of Portlandite is
limited and increasing the ammonium nitrate concentration beyond 6 moles per kilogram
of solution does not yield a higher calcium concentration in the fluid phase and hence no
additional acceleration. For the C-S-H decalcification an additional acceleration could be

expected because the calcium concentration to be leached is higher.

e In addition, it was tested whether the leaching process with an ammonium nitrate solution
is in fact governed in its time scale by the diffusion process. In a tests series, cement pastes
were ground to powder that passes through a sieve with a hole size of 5 x 1074 m. These
powders were put in contact with the ammonium nitrate solution (4808 /kg) during
different time periods. After the specified duration, solution and remaining powder were
separated in a centrifuge. From the obtained powder, the calcium concentration was

determined via XRF. The results, summarized in Table 3.5, point out that after a very
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Contact time [min] | % of Ca leached

0 0
1 69
10 86
100 86
900 86

Table 3.5: Results from leaching on cement paste powders.

short time (a couple of minutes), due to the still finite size of the powder particles which
indicates some diffusion, the leaching process comes to an end. This confirms that in
the same way as for leaching with deionized water [3], also for the ammonium nitrate
solution the dissolution reaction is much faster than the diffusion and that a local chemical

equilibrium exists compared to the diffusion time scale.

o Besides cement paste, also mortars were leached in the ammonium nitrate solution. The
obtained front propagation velocities and leaching times were identical to the ones of

cement paste. This confirms experimental results by Bourdette [25].

3.5 Concluding Remarks

In this Chapter a model-based design of an accelerated leaching device was presented. While
the two-front leaching model will be extended to three dimensions in Chapter 9 in view of
model-based simulations of entire concrete structures, the following conclusions relevant for the

developed leaching device can be drawn:

e The two-front model focuses on the Portlandite leaching front and the C/S=1 C-S-H
front. This assures that the main aspects of calcium leaching of cementitious materials
are preserved: The two important microstructural levels I and II are involved. In addition,
both the first and the last mineral to lose equilibrium and the two most abundant minerals
are traced in this approach. Table 3.6 gives an overview of the main characteristics of the

leaching process that has been developed in this Chapter.

e The one-dimensional model-based simulations give a correct order of magnitude of the

dissolution time. The invariants of the model provide a good understanding of how an
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Characteristics of calcium leaching with an ammonium nitrate solution

C-S-H Front (Level I} and Portlandite Front (Level II) cover transformations
on two microstructural levels.

Local chemical equilibrium exists compared to diffusion time scale.

. . R . Ca2t]¢ M
The acceleration is governed through the invariants ec_s_g = i ]C&Sn’sﬂ a4,

P[CaHel o M2+
and ecyg = szHH <

which are adimensional macroscopic solubility parameters.
Increasing this invariant leads to higher acceleration rates. This is limited only by
the actual calcium concentration in the solid.

The leaching device delivers asymptotically leached specimens for mechanical testing.

Table 3.6: Characteristics of calcium leaching with an ammonium nitrate solution.

acceleration of calcium leaching can be chemically controlled: ecy and ec—g-p are a sort
of macroscopic solubility parameters. Through a calculation of the chemical equilibrium in
a Ca — Si — HsO system their values can be determined. The accelerated leaching device
is an efficient easy-to-use application. It can be used to classify the natural resistance
of different types of cementitious materials to calcium leaching or as a quality control

instrument.

e In the context of this investigation, the leaching device will be used to leach cement pastes
and mortars (Levels II and III) for further mechanical testing. In this context, the speed

of leaching and the simplicity of the device are particularly important.
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Chapter 4

Tested Materials and Observed
Microstructural Changes through

Calcium Leaching

This Chapter provides details on the materials that are used in the experimental part of this
study and on the observed microstructural changes induced by calcium leaching. After describ-
ing the mix design of the cement paste (Level II ) and mortar (Level III), density and porosity
measurements are presented as well as Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) observations. The
density and porosity measurements are performed on centimeter scale paste and mortar speci-
mens. In the SEM micrographs, the characteristics of the microstructure are shown at length

scales between 1078 m and 10~%m, that is at the characteristic scale of Levels I through III.

4.1 Materials

4.1.1 Cement Paste

The cement paste was prepared at a water to cement (mass) ratio of w/c = 0.5. This corresponds
to a water-cement ratio typical of a standard concrete, which is used in many applications. The
effect of different w/c-ratios on leaching kinetics and compressive strength evolution in leaching

has been studied by other researchers [3], [28] and is not further considered in this investigation.
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OPC Typel | CaO | SiO, | Al;05 | MgO | SO3 | NayO

62.3 208 |44 3.8 29 |0.39

FesO3 | KoO | CsAl | C3S CsS | Ignition loss
[24 [1.28 |8 [53 [20 ]0.66

Table 4.1: Type I Portland cement constituents, in mass percent. Analysis made by producer.
[100]

The used cement is a type I Portland cement which was obtained directly from the producer,
Dragon Cements, Portland, Maine. The composition of the cement is given in Table 4.11.
The cement has a relatively high amount of tricalcium silicate (C3S). We recall the hydration

reactions (2.4) for tricalcium silicate and dicalcium silicate:

2C3S5 +10.6H — (C3459Hg+2.6CH (4.1)
2CS +8.6H — (C345S:Hg+0.6CH

The hydration reactions show that 2mol of tricalcium silicate lead to 2.6 mol of Portlandite
while 2 mol of dicalcium silicate only produce 0.6 mol of Portlandite. Given the relatively high
C3S content in our cement, the hydrated cement paste will have a relatively high Portlandite
content.

The paste is cast after mixing of the cement and water into PVC tubes with a diameter
of 11.5mm and a length of 60 mm. After 24 hours of curing in the closed tube, the specimens
are demolded and cured in saturated lime solution at 20°C for at least 28 days before being

employed further.

4,1.2 Mortars

The mortar specimens utilized in this study were produced at a water/cement/sand mass ratio
of w/c/s = 1/2/4 so that the same w/c-ratio as in the paste is respected. The aggregates

are a fine Nevada sand with a density of 2,650kg /m3 and dgo = 0.23mm and d3p = 0.17 mm

'A frequently used way to calculate the cement composition from the constituents is the Bogue calculation
[23]. It has been found that the results issued from this technique can be quite far away from the actual
composition [141]. Indeed, for the case of the cement used in this study, the Bogue equations would lead to
negative concentrations of some components. This is why we rely here on the composition provided by the
producer.
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Figure 4-1: Grading of the Nevada sand used for the mortars.

where d signifies that = percent of the sand mass has grains of a diameter below d. Figure 4-1
shows the entire grading curve. The small grain sizes are used to obtain homogeneous mortar
specimens in cylindrical specimens with diameters of roughly one centimeter. This sand is a
reference material in the geotechnical group at MIT and has been tested in many laboratories
throughout the U.S., particularly for the VELACS? project [5] so that its properties are well
known. In particular, the water adsorption of the sand was tested to be negligible. In the
mortar mixing procedure, first cement and sand are mixed before the water is added. The
mortar were cast in the same cylindrical PVC molds as the paste. The rather small specimen
size which was chosen to shorten the leaching time, still leads to an acceptable variability in

material properties. Indeed, in a series of preliminary uniaxial compression tests, the variability

2VErification of Liquefaction Analysis using Centrifuge Studies, a collaborative research project among
geotechnical laboratories around the world between 1989 and 1994.
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OPC Type I | Uniaxial strength f.os[M Pa] | Number of tests | relative error [%)]

Cement paste 54.1 5 5.6
Mortar 36.6 5 1.6

Table 4.2: Uniaxial compression strength of the cement paste and mortar.

of the specimens was tested. Table 4.2 shows the values for these tests and the relative error
computed as the ratio of standard deviation and average value. The relative error was smaller

than 6%, which is an acceptable value according to the ASTMC39 [8].

4.2 Porosity and Density Measurements

The porosity development is a key factor in the microstructure of cementitious materials that
are subjected to leaching. The experimental determination of the porosity is a delicate task
(see Tables 2.6 through 2.10 for an overview of the different techniques). For the measurement
of the total porosity, the easiest technique, which also avoids most of the intrinsic problems of
the other techniques, is the porosity measurement with water. This technique involves drying
at 105°C and leads to the evaporation of the chemically not bound water in the microstructure
of a cementitious material (see Table 4.4 for an overview of the different forms of water in
cementitious materials). This simple technique gives a good total porosity measurement as
long as the water is accessible to the entire pore structure, which is a reasonable assumption
for our high w/cratio cement-based materials. This method allows for a good comparison
between the asymptotically leached and intact paste and mortar. In the experiments, the
intact mortar and paste specimens are saturated for several weeks. The leached specimens are
saturated in deionized water, after they have been asymptotically leached with the accelerated
leaching device. Then the surface is dried quickly before the weight of the saturated specimen
is determined. Finally, the specimen is placed in the oven and dried at 105 °C until no further
change in mass is observed. From the change in mass, the change in porosity can be inferred,
taking 1,000kg / m3 as the density of water.

The density of the specimens was determined from volume and mass measurements. The
accuracy of these measurements was 10~°m for the length (relative error 10™%) and 108 kg for

the mass (relative error 2x107*). In addition, the density was determined with the Archimedes
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Cement Paste Mortar
Specimen Non-Degraded | Degraded | Non-Degraded ] Degraded
Porosity [%] 39.7+1.1 63.24+1.6 27.5+04 40.1+2.4
Densitysqs.) [kg / m”] 1898 £9 1351 £ 12 2171 £ 15 1831+ 19

Table 4.3: Porosity and density measurements on degraded and non-degraded cement paste
and mortar specimens (Mean+-St. Dev.).

Principle. The mass of the specimens was determined in air (mg;,) and under water (myqgter)

and the density was determined from:

X —— i (4.2)

Pspecimen™FPuwater
Mair — Mayater

where pypecimen a0d Pyater are the density of the specimen and the water, respectively. The two
techniques gave identical results.

Table 4.3 shows the results of the porosity and the density measurements on the intact and
asymptotically leached paste and mortar. The increase in porosity in the leaching process is
considerable: An increase of 24 percentage points is measured for the paste. In the mortar, the
increase is 12 percentage points and given that the aggregates in the mortar account for roughly
50% of the volume, the increase in the mortar porosity is also about 24 percentage points with
respect to the cement paste volume. Due to the large porosity increase, the density of the paste

decreases considerably. The decrease is smaller in the mortar due to the aggregates.

4.3 Microstructural Analysis through SEM Micrographs

SEM microscopy is an appropriate means for the analysis of microstructural features of cemen-
titious materials. In this experimental study, the cement pastes and mortars were observed
under the SEM in the undegraded and degraded state. The typically observed length scales go
from 1078 m to 10~*m. This gives access to the different microstructural features on Levels I
through III. In particular, the analysis focuses on the changes in morphology of the C-S-H ma-
trix, the size and morphology of the pore space created by leaching and the size and appearance

(compact, porous) of the ITZ.
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Water vapor: Water vapor is found in partially filled larger voids of the macropores.
It occupies the empty space, and contributes to the thermodynamic equilibrium
of the water-vapor system in the capillary pores.

Capillary water: Water in the capillary and larger pores is free from the influence
of the attracting surface forces. Water in voids larger than 50 nm is considered free
and its removal does not result in any deformation.

Adsorbed water: Water under the influence of attractive surface forces, is referred
to as adsorbed water. 5 — 6 molecular layers form a surface layer of 1.3 — 1.5nm thickness.
This water is lost after drying the sample below 30% relative humidity (RH).

Interlayer water: This water forms between two solid surfaces, is usually held in
micropores by hydrogen bonding. A RH less than 11% can cause its removal, which leads
to shrinkage deformation and volumetric changes.

Chemically combined water: This water is chemically combined within the different
hydration products. It is not lost, except at very elevated temperatures at which
chemical decomposition of the individual constituent takes place.

Table 4.4: Different forms of water present in a cementitious material adapted from [52]

4.3.1 Specimen Preparation

The SEM microscopy is performed on disks with the diameter of the originally cast specimens
(11.5mm) and a height of approximately 7mm. After being stored in the curing bath or
the leaching solution, the specimens are cut to the described length with a diamond saw and
following recommendations by Stutzman [138] are immediately after immersed in an epoxy
resin®. After one week of immersion, the resin in the specimens is cured during 24 hours
at 60°C. The specimens are polished on a semi automatic polishing table of the Center of
Materials Science and Engineering (CMSE). The polishing steps consist of papers with grades
120, 320 and 600 and diamond solutions of the following sizes: 6 um, 3 pm, 1 pym and 0.25 pm.
After the last polishing step, the surface debris is removed in an ultrasonic bath. The specimens
are then mounted on metal stubs and coated with a Gold-Palladium layer of 300 A . The used
microscope is a JEOL 6320FV SEM from CMSE. Generally, low acceleration voltages (between
1 and 5kV) are used and relatively large working distances (between 10 and 20 mm), which

reduces the charging of the specimen.

#The epoxy resin is “LR White ” hard from the London Resin Company, Reading, U.K.
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Figure 4-2: Coliflower and plate shaped C-S-H structures in an unleached paste.

4.3.2 Micrographs
Level I: C-S-H Matrix

Figure 4-2 through 4-4 show the smallest level of detail that can be attained in the experimental
setting, which corresponds roughly to Level I. The C-S-H are clustered in different particles that
can be distinguished. The different morphologies of unstructured C-S-H which are visible in
Figure 4-2, are a cauliflower-like C-S-H and the more plate shaped forms. The unordered
agglomeration of particles visible for example in Figure 4-3 shows how the outer products that
form on a cement grain grow towards each other. The inner products cannot be visualized
separately. The effect of leaching on the C-S-H matrix is difficult to follow in the SEM with
the necessary magnification. Figure 4-5 shows a 20k magnification micrograph of the leached
microstructure. The smallest visible scale is roughly 10~7m. After the leaching, the C-S-H
matrix appears more homogeneous and the distinctive particles disappeared; that is at Level I

leaching leads to a more homogeneous material.
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Figure 4-3: Detail of the microstructure of an unleached paste. Shows compact C-S-H clusters.
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Figure 4-4: C-S-H agglomerations in an undegraded paste.

101



lum

Figure 4-5: Highest possible resolution on a leached microstructure - showing homogeneous
leached C-S-H structure.

Level II: Cement Paste

Figure 4-6 shows the typical appearance of a Portlandite crystal, that manifests itself at Level
II. The Portlandite crystals are not always perfect as they fill existing pore spaces. A crystal
size of several micrometers is typical. Figures 4-7 (a) through (d) display the typical features of
the unleached microstructure at Level II. These micrographs were taken in an Environmental
Scanning Electron Microscope (ESEM). Under an ESEM wet specimens can be studied which
explains the different appearance of the microstructure. Figure 4-7(a) shows the homogeneous
C-S-H matrix with a needle shaped appearance. Intermixed are Portlandite crystals that appear
white and can be recognized by their hexagonal shape. A similar structure is visible in Figure
4-7(b) at a smaller magnification. Figures 4-7(c) and (d) show the compact structure of an
unleached paste at Level II. Particularly, Figure 4-7(d) displays a large Portlandite crystal.
It is characteristic for the material to have chunks of compact hydration products which also
explains the pore size scale introduced in Chapter 2: The hydration products have an intrinsic
(micro) porosity and the larger (macro) pores can be found between the compact assembly of

hydration products, which form around a cement grain.
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Figure 4-6: Portlandite crystals in an undegraded paste.

The microstructure at Level II when leaching occurred is very much changed. Figures 4-8
and 4-9 show the effect of the leaching process at Level II. Visibly, an additional “chemical”
porosity is created as the Portlandite crystals are dissolved. A large density of new pores in
the range of 100nm is created, but also some pores in the micrometer range. Particularly
the larger voids are created from the dissolution of the large Portlandite crystals such as the
one shown in Figure 4-6. The characteristic texture of the unleached microstructure, i.e. the
clusters of hydration products, has been largely eroded. Now, a more uniform washed-out ap-
pearance of the remaining microstructure prevails. This fits well with the known mechanisms of
C-S-H decalcification presented in Chapter 2: As the C-S-H shift to lower C/S-ratios by disso-
lution and reprecipitation, the reprecipitation is not bound any more to the original hydration
sites i.e. cement grains. The reprecipitated partially decalcified C-S-H form a more regular

microstructure.

Level 111

On Level ITT where the composite material is composed of paste, inclusions and ITZ, the main

focus of our SEM analysis is the size and the structure of the ITZ. Figure 4-10 shows the
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Figure 4-7: Appearance of the Level II microstructure. On (a) and (b) Portlandite crystals
(white) are visible among C-S-H which is almost transparent in ESEM. On (c) at a larger scale
multiple hydration product agglomerations are visible; in (d) a Portlandite crystal dominats the
picture. These pictures were taken with an ESEM - for which no drying and surface treatment
is necessary.
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Figure 4-9: Porous microstructure of a leached paste.
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Figure 4-10: Interface between sand grain and paste in an unleached mortar.

appearance of the interface between a sand grain and the bulk paste in an unleached mortar.
The increased porosity is difficult to be visualized on a plane section, but the wall effect close
to the grain is visible in the packing of the hydration products close to the sand grain. The
hexagonally shaped particles are Portlandite crystals. Figures 4-11 (a) through (d) show the
appearance of the ITZ in a leached mortar. The four figures display, at increasing magnification,
the same zone with a sand grain on the left side of the picture. Figure 4-11 (a) shows that the
porosity close to the grain decreases away from the grain. The size of the ITZ can be estimated
to be roughly 20 to 30 pm. The pores in the ITZ are mostly in the micrometer range (Figures
4-11 (a) through (d)). In terms of morphology, no preferential direction in pore orientation can

be detected; and most of the pores can be described as spherical.

4.4 Concluding Remarks

The microstructural changes induced by leaching on the microstructure at Levels I through III

relate primarily to a significant increase in porosity:
e Water-based porosity measurements show that calcium leaching creates an additional
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Figure 4-11: Series of micrographs at increasing magnification featuring the grain/matrix in-
terface in the leached mortar (Level IIT). The sand grain is on the left in pictures (a) through

().
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chemical porosity of some 24 percentage points in a cement paste and 12 percentage

points in a mortar.

SEM micrographs provide evidence that leaching leads to a more homogeneous microstruc-
ture at Levels I and II. The initial appearance of the microstructure with distinctive par-
ticles originating from the fixation of the hydration around cement grains changes: The
leached C-S-H matrix (Level I) is smoother and more compact owing to the more regular
reprecipitation of the C-S-H at lower C/S-ratios. The dramatic change in porosity, how-
ever, occurs at Level II; partly due to the leaching of Portlandite, which exists as crystals
in the undegraded paste, but also due to the volume loss of C-S-H. The new pores have
micrometer size diameters, which are generally detrimental to the mechanical material

properties.

In leached mortars, SEM micrographs show an ITZ that has a characteristic size of 20
to 30 um, based on the visual observation of the porosity distribution. Micrometer size
spherical pores characterize the ITZ and make it, similarly to unleached cementitious

materials, the weakest link in the composite material.
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Chapter 5

Strength Behavior

This chapter presents the triaxial compression and uniaxial tension tests on leached cement
pastes (Level II) and mortars (Level III). The goal of these tests is to construct the strength
domain of leached cementitious materials'. First, the theoretical background and the hypothesis
made during the test evaluations are presented. Then, the results from the triaxial compression
tests are discussed. The chapter closes with the description of the tensile tests and a discussion
of the corresponding results. Since extensive data on the strength of intact concretes under mul-
tiaxial stress states are available in the open literature (for example [47]), the strength domain
of undegraded cementitious materials are not a priority in this study: Only for comparison to

the leached materials, some tests are preformed.

5.1 Theoretical Background and Physical Quantities

This and the next chapter make extensive use of triaxial tests. A number of physical quantities
are introduced in this section along with some elements of the mechanics of porous media [41],

which we will use for the test interpretation.

5.1.1 Kinematics

For evaluation purposes of the triaxial tests, we consider the cement paste and mortar specimens

as porous media composed of a solid and a saturated pore space. The initial volume of the

LA strength test for cementitious materials on Level I is currently not available - see Section 2.3.2.
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porous medium, that is the specimen, is denoted by Vp, the solid volume by V;, and the fluid
volume by V;. The Lagrangian porosity ¢, corresponds to the ratio of current fluid volume and
the initial volume of the porous medium:

BW_V-%

1
TV (5.1)

¢:

where V is the volume of the specimen in the deformed configuration. The mass conservation
of the fluid phase leads to a relation between the change in fluid mass per unit initial volume

and the change in porosity reading:

myg —mgso = psd — pProdo (5.2)

where m; and my are the current and initial fluid mass per unit initial volume, respectively.
py and pgy denote the current and the initial fluid density. In the evaluation of the triaxial
tests, relation (5.2) is used to convert the fluid mass measurements to porosity changes. The

change in the solid volume can be expressed as:

dVs de?
= [ =24 5.3
dt — Jy, dt 4 (5:3)

where € denotes the volumetric strain in the solid. The change in porosity can be written

taking the total time derivation of (5.1):

dp 1 (dV de?
— T — —— v -4
dt Y (dt /v dt dV) (54)

For the test evaluation we assume that the solid deformation is negligible:

dp 14V
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5.1.2 Conjugated Strain and Stress Measurements

The strains in the triaxial tests are evaluated with respect to the current configuration, leading
to Euler strains, natural strains or logarithmic strains?, identified by the superscript “In”. In

particular, the volumetric strain is evaluated from:

|4
dv 1%
Er= | == 5.6

The axial strain of a cylindrical specimen reads:

Lar L
ER = / =ln— (5.7)
zZZ LO L LO
The conjugated stresses to strain measurements can be determined from the external work rate

which reads:

dWm vy

- (5.8)

/2 DAV +p—L

where 3 is the Cauchy stress tensor, D is the tensor of Euler strain rates, the integration of
which leads to logarithmic strains, and p is the fluid pressure. Introducing the strain definitions
(5.6) and (5.7) and assuming a cylindrical stress state characterized by a radial stress ¥, equal

to the hoop stress Ygg and an axial stress Z,;, (5.8) becomes:

AWezt dE™ dER de
% - 2% T —V+X..—= It V+p 7 (5.9)
or equivalently, dividing the work rate in a volumetric and a deviatoric part:
AWeer do dEm  1dEr
dt - (EM +p) -d—{% + (Ezz - Err) ( dt — 37 dt 1% (510)

where we used (5.4) and (5.1).

’In a one-dimensional setting, natural strains are introduced via the integral of # considering the length

change dl with respect to the current length I. The three-dimensional extension of this concept is due to Hencky

64].
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5.1.3 Stress Evaluations

The Cauchy stress X is defined in the deformed configuration of the porous medium. To
calculate the radial and axial stresses, X, and X,,, during the test, the deformed section of

the cylindrical specimen is determined. Two cases are distinguished:

1. Under hydrostatic loading, for which ¥,, = X,., = Xgp, the cylindrical shape of the
specimen is preserved. The ratio between current and initial volume reads:

vV  R2L

Vo = —Rﬂ; (5.11)

where R and L are the current radius and length, respectively, while Ry and Lg are the cor-
responding values in the initial configuration. Using assumption (5.5), the current radius
can be determined from the porosity measurements and the length change measurement

according to:

R= \/(1 —¢ +L¢°) Lo (5.12)

where ¢ is the porosity in the initial configuration. With the updated radius at hand, the

vertical stress can be readily computed from the vertical force F, that is ¥,, = F/mR>.

2. Following hydrostatic loading, a deviatoric loading is applied. In this deviatoric loading,
the cylindrical shape of the specimens is not preserved. Instead, the deformed longitudinal
shape is observed to be parabolic. In this case, the radius becomes a quadratic function
of the vertical coordinate. We note Ryef, Lyes and ¢,.; the radius, length and porosity
at the onset of the deviatoric loading. The maximum radius in the center of the specimen

reads:

Rmax 1 vV LTCf Rref 2
_— = 30 -5-1 5.13
Rip 4 \/ Vit L \Riop 13

where Ry, is the radius at the top of the specimen. This radius is assumed not to
change during the deviatoric loading. The ratio between current and reference volume is

evaluated, using (5.4) and (5.5):

vV =1+ ¢_¢ref ’ Rref -1 (514)
V:ref 1+ ¢ref - ¢O RtOP
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Combining (5.13) and (5.14) yields:

Rt,max 1 1 +¢ — ¢0 ) L7‘6f
—_—— = 30 -5-1 5.15
Rrey 4 (\/r (1+¢ref_¢0 T ) (5.15)

The magnitude of the vertical Cauchy Stress in the specimen center is then calculated

from the vertical load applied during the deviatoric loading

6F, = TR} max (Zzz — Szzyref) (5.16)

with ¥,, yef = Err = Lgg the mean stress at the end of a prior hydrostatic loading (X =
Yoo held constant during deviator loading). “6” indicates the change in a parameter after

the hydrostatic loading phase is concluded.

5.2 Triaxial Compression Tests

The behavior of leached cementitious materials under multiaxial stress states which is of interest
in many critical civil engineering applications, is largely unknown. A convenient way of assessing

the strength and deformation properties in multiaxial stress states is the use of triaxial tests.

5.2.1 Test Design

The triaxial test device in this study is adapted from common configuration in the MIT Geotech-
nical Laboratory. In the triaxial test, cylindrical specimens are tested and a radial stress is
applied by a pressurized fluid along with a vertical force. Figures 5-1 (a) through (c) display
the triaxial equipment used in this test series. It consists of a steel chamber filled with silicon
oil and seated on a brass base and a steel shaft with an internal load cell on its end (Figures
5-1 (a) and (b)). The movement of the base is controlled and used for displacement driven
tests. The vertical shaft connects through a steel ball on the upper side to the external frame,
guaranteeing a moment free connection (Figure 5-1 (a)). The interior of the steel chamber is
sealed to the bottom by an o-ring which gets compressed by the four bolts that attach the
steel chamber to its base. On the top, the shaft passes through an O-ring seal. The details

of the specimen connection are shown in Figure 5-1 (c). On the top of the specimen a half
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Device | Range I Resolution Stability
Axial Strain LVDT 5cm | £1 x 107%(0.1 mV) +1 x 1073(1mV)
Volumetric LVDT 45cm® | £1 x 1074(0.1mV) +1 x 1073(1mV)
Cell Pressure Transducer | 35MPa | 3 x 10~* MPa(0.001mV) | 3 x 1073 MPa(0.01 mV)
Load Cell 1 44.59kN | 0.2N(0.001 mV) 2N(0.01mV)
Load Cell 2 17.27kN | 0.2N(0.001 mV) 2N(0.01 mV)

Table 5.1: Transducer characteristics as measured by the data acquisition system. The resolu-
tion and stability calculations for the LVDT are based on dimensions of an average specimen
(Length 23 mm and diameter 11.5 mm).

sphere-shaped steel end connects to the specimen. Its curved side is received by another steel
end with a hallow half sphere shape. The upper steel cap connects to the load cell through a
pressure contact. On the bottom of the specimen, a porous stone made of steel is placed. It
is there for draining purposes which will be detailed later. The porous stone sits on a hollow
steel cylinder. Through this cylinder, an exterior water entrance is connected. The hollow steel
cylinder itself is placed in a steel base (see Figure 5-1(b)). The seal is assured by an O-ring
in the base. The specimen and the additional elements are placed in a latex tube®, and the
exterior stress is applied by the oil pressure. The latex material is impermeable to oil and any
water in the specimen.

The change in fluid mass per unit volume, my¢ —myq, is measured in the experimental setup
at the end of the fluid mass supply tube that connects to the bottom of the specimen. The
change in fluid mass is measured as a volume change via an LVDT (Linear Variable Differential
Transformer) transducer with infinite resolution. Through the fluid mass supply, the pore
pressure p is also measured via a pressure transducer. The oil pressure in the cell is measured
with an identical pressure transducer. The imposed vertical displacement §u, (displacement
controlled test) is measured through an additional LVDT transducer at the bottom of the cell.
The characteristics of these devices and of the internal load cell are summarized in Table 5.1.
Figure 5-2 displays the different quantities measured during a test. The high pressure triaxial
test system includes two data acquisition systems. A local system is used for test control
purposes while a central system is used for the data storage. The local system makes use of an

analog-to-digital conversion card, which allows the control of the testing procedure based on

3Latex tube purchased as gastronomic tubing through McMaster Carr, N.J.
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Figure 5-1: View of the triaxial cell assembly.
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Figure 5-2: Scheme of the different measured and prescribed test characteristics.
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specially in the MIT geotechnical lab written testing software [133].

The test device allows carrying out tests under different fluid pressure - fluid mass conditions:

o In a drained test, the pore pressure is kept constant at p = pg, and fluid is extracted from
or pushed into the specimen to keep the pressure constant. The corresponding change in

fluid mass is recorded and converted into a change in porosity according to relation (5.2).

e In an undrained test, the fluid supply is closed and the change in fluid mass is zero. The
pore pressure can still be measured but because of the deformability of the tubing and
transducers and pressure losses at connections, the measured values always underestimate
the real fluid pressure in the specimen. Since no change in fluid mass is measured, the

change in porosity is not accessible in an undrained test.

5.2.2 Testing Procedure

To construct the strength domain, deviatoric loading tests at increasing confinement are per-
formed. In these tests, the deviatoric stress (i.e. the difference between radial and vertical stress
|X.. — &,r|) is increased at the same time as the confinement, expressed by the magnitude of
the mean stress, X7 = %trE, is increased. Both invariants are governed by a displacement con-
trolled increase in the vertical stress while the radial stress, which is equal to the cell pressure,
is kept constant.

An important parameter in the tests is the loading velocity. In order to have a truly drained
test, the fluid pressure has to remain constant throughout the specimen. This implies that a
certain loading rate must not be exceeded which allows the specimen to equilibrate the pore
pressure. In a preliminary test on leached and unleached pastes, the necessary total testing time
was determined following the procedure suggested by Bishop and Henkel [21], which is based
on the consolidation theory by Terzaghi [143]. In hydrostatic compression, a pressure ¥ was
applied and the subsequent volume change was measured over time. From the recorded curve,
volume change over square root of time, the time for 100% consolidation can be determined
along with the consolidation coefficient c,, which takes into account the drainage conditions (i.e.
drainage on one side through the porous stone). Then following consolidation theory, a time for

failure ty is determined which needs to be respected in the tests in order to obtain drained test
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Specimen | Time to failure

undegraded | 10.6 days
degraded 4.2 hours

Table 5.2: Time to failure necessary according to the consolidation theory for a drained test.

results. Table 5.2 gives the t; values for the degraded and undegraded paste specimens. From

E,.| = 5x107%s~1 which

the value for the degraded specimen we deduce a loading strain rate of
is kept constant throughout the test series. We assume that the drainage in mortars is at least
as good as in cement paste so that the same loading rate is being used. From the time to failure
for undegraded materials it appears that a drained test for these materials is difficult to realize:
During tests of a duration of several days or weeks, creep effects would become important,
which may suggest that there is some connection between creep and drainage conditions for
the undegraded saturated pastes. In this series, the tests on undegraded specimens where run
at the same strain rate as the degraded ones, which means that they cannot be considered
completely drained.

The loading steps in the deviatoric tests involves two loading phases:

1. A proportional pore pressure-hydrostatic stress loading is applied first. The pore pres-
sure p is monitored through the fluid mass, and the hydrostatic stress E}X}I’d through the
cell pressure device. The specimen is kept at constant consolidation pressure during 15
hours to allow secondary compression to take place. During this hydrostatic loading, the
logarithmic volume strain is evaluated from (5.6) and the current specimen radius from

(5.12).

2. A deviatoric loading part is then applied, during which the cell pressure is kept constant,
while an additional axial load 6 F < 0 is applied until failure of the specimen. During this
second loading phase, the confinement? increases. The logarithmic strains are evaluated
according to (5.6) and (5.7) while the current radius is determined from (5.15). The
reference radius corresponds to the radius at the end of the hydrostatic loading phase.
Failure of the specimen occurs in the specimen center and the stresses are determined

from (5.16).

*Confinement designates the magnitude of the mean stress ;.
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Paste Mortar

Initial [ Degraded | Initial | Degraded
Friction Coefficient é [1] 0.82 0.56 1.02 0.81
Cohesion ¢ [MPal 17.11 1.15 9.82 0.96
Cohesion pressure p = £ [MPa] | 20.87 2.06 9.63 1.19

Table 5.3: Experimentally determined Drucker-Prager strength parameters of unleached and
leached cement pastes and mortars [Drained test results].

5.2.3 Results

The failure points of the leached materials in drained tests are shown in Figures 5-3 (a) and
(b) in a |X,, — Xr| x Epr plane. The deviatoric stress at failure increases with increasing
confinement, showing that the leached materials are mean-stress sensitive, that is they are
frictional materials. The dependence of deviatoric strength and confinement is linear. In the
chosen stress space, the linear dependence between deviatoric stress and mean stress is described
by a Drucker-Prager criterion which reads:

F(E) = VE+6§(Em-p) <0 (5.17)

VI A+ —c<0

where /Jo = \/%S: = \/%_ X |Zqr — X,z 18 the second invariant of stress deviator 8 =

3 — Xp1 in the triaxial test. & is the friction coefficient while p is a cohesion pressure which
corresponds to the mean stress for which no deviatoric stress can be supported. In turn, c
which is equal to the product § x p, is called the cohesion and corresponds to the deviatoric
stress in a mean stress free experiment. Note that the cohesion pressure is an extrapolated
value into the tensile mean stress domain. Its validity needs to be verified in subsequent tensile
tests. Table 5.3 summarizes the parameters for the Drucker-Prager strength envelope resulting
from the drained tests on leached pastes and mortars as well as for the unleached pastes and
mortars.

In undrained tests, the strength performance of the leached materials is very different.
Figure 5-3(a) shows the results for undrained tests on cement pastes: The deviatoric stress at
failure is virtually constant for all mean stress levels. The frictional capacity that was present

in the drained loading case vanished. It is important to note, that the stress evaluation in
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undrained tests cannot be based on true Cauchy stresses because of the experimental setup
described above: As the fluid mass supply to the specimen is closed for an undrained test,
the volumetric deformation cannot be measured and the area correction according to (5.15)
is not possible. The displayed stresses are therefore Boussinesq stresses (i.e. related to the
initial configuration). In the case of a uniaxial compression test in which X, = 0, the drained
and undrained results should actually match which gives a good idea of the difference between
Cauchy and Boussinesq stresses. In the case of the leached mortar, Figure 5-3(b) shows the
undrained test results. For low confinement pressures, X3s > —2 MPa, the mortars show some
frictional behavior. When the confinement increases, the deviator loading capacity remains
constant. It is likely that the initial frictional behavior is an artifact due to entrapped air in the
mortar. Indeed, the analysis of a saturation curve for leached mortars showed that complete
saturation is reached at $3; ~ —1.6 MPa?®.

Results from drained tests at different pore pressure levels are shown in Figure 5-4. The
pore pressure ranges from p = 0 to p = 9MPa. Figure 5-4 shows three examples of such test
results for p = 3, 6 and 9 MPa. Correcting the mean stress ¥, at failure by the applied pore
pressure, that is ¥, = Xz + p, the obtained strength values in the |Z,, — £,,| x ¥), plane,
align on the same straight line of the drained test carried out at p = 0 (i.e. Fig. 5-3(b)). In

terms of the Drucker-Prager yield surface, we have:
F(B)=+/J+68(Eu+8p—p) <0 (5.18)

where 3 is the Coussy coeflicient [41]. The obtained results displayed in Figure 5-4 show that
B =1 for calcium depleted cement paste materials. This phenomenon is referred to as effective

stress concept and applies here at failure.

®The incomplete saturation is only of concern in undrained loading situations in which no volume changes
are determined. In drained loading cases, the saturation is guaranteed by the initial saturation phase.
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Figure 5-3: Ultimate strength for the degraded materials: (a) cement paste, (b) mortar.
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5.2.4 Discussion
Drained Strength

From the drained tests on leached pastes and mortars we note that the degradation effect is
specifically strong on the cohesion pressure (Table 5.3): Both the mortar and the cement paste
lose almost 90% of their initial cohesion pressure although the porosities are very different
in both materials (see Table 4.3). This indicates that the changed C-S-H matrix properties
(Level 1) are more likely the source for this chemical decohesion rather than the change in
porosity, which is to the largest part due to Portlandite dissolution. This confirms suggestions
by Faucon et al. [51] and Pelleng et al. [113] based on statistical mechanics simulations of the
C-S-H microstructure (Level “0”): Reducing the C/S-ratio (as is the case for leaching) empties
the interlayer void space of the C-S-H and affects their electronic charge which in turn reduces
the cohesion. Mortars have a lower cohesion pressure than the paste which can be attributed
to the influence of the ITZ.

By contrast, the degradation of the friction coefficient is more pronounced for the cement
paste which loses 32% of its initial friction coeflicient while it is only 21% for the mortar. This
suggests that the influence of the ITZ on the friction coefficient of leached mortars is not as
detrimental as the mere increase in porosity in these zones might suggest. The generally higher
friction coefficient for mortar that is observed for both the leached and unleached materials
is due to the advantageous presence of the aggregates: The ITZ is compressed under the
increasing confinement and deactivated. The relatively larger difference in frictional capacity
for the leached materials (%ﬂ% = 0.69 for leached and 0.8 for unleached materials) shows that
this is even more true for the leached materials in which the ITZ is particularly porous. Figure

5-5 recalls this with an SEM micrograph.

Effective Stress Concept and Undrained Strength

The drained tests with varying pore pressures show that the effective stress concept applies
at failure. The level of pore pressure, p, determines how much of the applied mean stress
is effectively acting on the material. The validity of the effective stress concept offers an

explanation for the undrained results on the leached paste and mortar, displayed in Figure 5-4.
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Figure 5-5: SEM Micrograph of the ITZ in a leached mortar.

The constant undrained deviatoric strength suggests that the pore pressure, P, in undrained
tests, rises with the externally applied mean stress s such that the effective mean stress
Ty = XM +p = —1.5MPa at all times. Figure 5-6 shows the Mohr plane of the undrained
tests and the change in pore pressure associated with it. To illustrate the undrained behavior
of the leached materials, we make a rough estimate of the pore pressure increase with applied
external loading. A more refined analysis of the poromechanical properties of unleached and
leached materials is developed in Chapter 7. In a very first approach, we consider a poroelastic

material for which the state equations read (see e.g. [41]):

Sy = koBy—bp (5.19)
6—¢y = bE,+% (5.20)
S = 2uE, (5.21)
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Figure 5-6: Representation of the undrained tests on cement paste in the Mohr plane. The
circles correspond to the tests shown in Figure 5-3(a). Results normalized by the uniaxial
compressive strength f. = 3.0MPa.
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where b is the Biot coeflicient which describes the relation between the stress and the pore
pressure under constant deformation. Terzaghi's [143] effective stress concept corresponds to
b=1. M is the Biot modulus which characterizes the relation between the pressure and the
porosity change under constant deformation. kg is the drained bulk modulus of the porous
medium. Both parameters, b and M, can be linked to the compressibility of the solid phase of

the porous medium k, [41]:

ko
b= 1-p (5.22)
1 b—¢
P = (5.23)

In addition, the linearized state equation of the fluid reads:

D Pr (
P _Pr_ 5.24)
ky  pro

where Ky is the fluid bulk modulus and where we assume that py is the reference density for
which the pressure is zero. Combining (5.24) and (5.2) we can relate pressure, porosity change

and mass change:

my—mpo _ P (z 1)_ 5.95
Pso Pro =9 kg - %o (525)

which we can rewrite for the change in porosity:

mye — M
=gy =L —L ¢ (5.26)
Pro f

In the case of an undrained experiment, mg —myy = 0. The relation between porosity change

and pressure then reads:

My =gy ¢ = ¢p = ~d>k% (5.27)

Finally, a combination of (5.20) and (5.27) yields the following expression for the volume strain

in the undrained experiment:

p( o 1
_ . E, L= 5.28
my=mgo = <lf M) ( )
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Inserting (5.28) into (5.19) delivers the following ratio of mean stress to fluid pressure:

Sv_ k(¢ 1
> _b(kf+M)+b (5.29)

The inverse of this expression is known as the Skempton coefficient {135, 20, 22] and is denoted
by B = —p/Su, which quantifies the amount of the macroscopically applied mean stress Ym
which is carried in an undrained test by the saturating fluid pressure. To evaluate B further,
and thus the pressure sensitivity of the material, we employ the homogenization theory that

Kendall et al. [75] applied to the Young’s modulus of porous materials:
ko = ks(1— ¢)° (5.30)

A combination of Equations (5.29) and (5.30) yields:

1 ks ¢(1 — ¢)3
5=1-(1-5) e 30

Figure 5-7 shows B versus porosity for two different k,/ks-ratios. The lower value, k; Jkf =2
(with k; = 2.3 GPa and k, = 2.7 GPa from [37]), corresponds roughly to the value of a degraded
cement paste, while the upper value ks/ks = 7 (with k; = 16 GPa from [37]) to the one of the
intact cement paste. The figure presents the two parameters which govern the pressure sensi-
tivity of cementitious materials: the porosity ¢ (taken here as total porosity because Kendall’s
model does not distinguish different porosities) and its increased value through leaching, and
the skeleton-to-fluid bulk modulus ratio ks/ks which reflects the strong chemical softening. This
analysis is only a first approach, but it offers an explanation for the observed strength behavior

in undrained test, which is highly pressure sensitive.

5.3 Tensile Tests

This section presents original results from tensile tests on leached and unleached cement pastes
and mortars. The tensile tests complete the construction of the strength domain for the leached

materials.
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Figure 5-7: Evolution of the Skempton coefficient with porosity and bulk moduli ratio.
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5.3.1 Tensile Test Design

Tensile tests on cementitious materials are particularly difficult to perform. In general, three

different types of tests are used:

1. Brazilian test, which is also known as “Standard Test Method for Splitting Tensile
Strength of Cylindrical Concrete Specimens” [6]. In this test, a cylindrical specimen
is compressed by a lineload along its longitudinal axis. It is then supposed to fail in
tension. Under an elastic material law assumption, the tensile stress that leads to failure
is determined. The test gives relatively consistent results but suffers from the need to
assume an elastic material behavior: As cementitious materials behave non-elastically,
the determined value is not a true material property [104]. Hence the explicit statement

of the way the material was tested when the strength from such a test is reported.

2. Three-point or Four-point bending test [9], in which a beam that is supported on both
ends and is loaded with either a load in the middle (three-point) or two loads (four-point),
one at every third of the beam span. From the force that is required for the beam failure, a
tensile strength is deduced, invoking beam theory and again an elastic material behavior.
Therefore in the same way as for the Brazilian test, when the obtained strength value is

reported, the way it was tested has to be mentioned.

3. Direct tension test, which is potentially the best way of testing the tensile strength of
cementitious materials. As the name suggests, a specimen is held on two sides and a tensile
stress is applied. However, the execution of this test is difficult as problems have to be
overcome such as [104]: Connection of the ends that involve inhibited lateral displacements

and/or energy dissipation and inhomogeneous stress states, due to unwanted bending.

In the selection of our own testing equipment, the problems of each of the described testing
methods were considered. In addition, the limitation in specimen size, given by long time
periods that are necessary for calcium leaching, was important. This second aspect and the
desire to avoid assumptions about the material law lead to the development of our own direct
tension equipment. Figure 5-8 shows the dimensions of the specimens. The critical size is the

diameter in the middle where failure should occur. This diameter has to be carefully chosen
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Figure 5-8: Dimensions of the used tensile specimen.

with respect to leaching time and homogeneity of the material. In our case, the dimension
is about D = 12.5mm which is close to the dimension of the cylinders used in the triaxial

compression tests.

5.3.2 Specimen Preparation

To manufacture the specimens, a two part mold was produced from a two component epoxy®:
An acrylic glass specimen of the desired shape for the final specimens was put in an aluminum
cylinder, filled with the two component epoxy and hardened. Cutting the hardened epoxy in
two halves then gave the mold. Figure 5-9 shows a picture of one part of such a mold. Before the
specimens are cast, the molds are oiled and clamped in the two part aluminum hollow cylinder.
Then the paste or mortar are poured carefully into the mold, vibrating slightly the mold on the
vibration table to evacuate macropores from the material. During the hydration of cementitious
materials, a reduction in volume of about 10% takes place. This phenomenon is also called the

“Le Chatelier-effect” and is related to the incorporation of the water into the hydration products

5The two component epoxy was a 3120 RTV Silicone Rubber from Corning, supplied through Motion Indus-
tries, Inc., Birmingham, AL 35222.
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Figure 5-9: Photograph of one part of the tensile mold. The yard stick units are inches.
1in=2.54cm.

at a density higher than 1,000kg /m3 [141], [66]. The volume reduction translates in the given
mold design to a contraction in the middle part of the specimens, resulting in tensile stresses as
the ends are not free to move. If no additional measures were taken, the tensile stresses would
exceed the tensile strength and the specimen would fail. To avoid this, a curing procedure was
designed that consists of 18 hours curing of the specimen with a small compressive load applied
after 5 hours, and further curing in a lime solution. The 18 hour curing time was chosen to
have specimens sufficiently cured that they can be removed from the mold, but also to avoid
maximum tensile stresses which develop after this time, as a finite element based calculation
of the curing process showed’. The compressive load is applied after 5 hours in three steps
to 200 N which corresponds to a compressive stress of 1.6 MPa . After the demolding process,
the specimens are cured for at least 28 days in the lime solution, just as for the compressive
test cylinders. The leaching procedure for the tensile specimens was identical to the cylindrical

specimens. No protection was put on the specimen to avoid interfaces between leached and

"The finite element code “Heat”[125] was used to perform this calculation.
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Device Range | Resolution Stability

Axial Strain LVDT 5cm | £1x 107%(0.1mV) | £1 x 1073(1mV)
Clip on extensometer | 2.5cm | £5 x 107°(0.1mV) | £5 x 107°(1 mV)
Load Cell 892.7N | 0.013N(0.001mV) | 0.13N(0.01mV)

Table 5.4: Transducer characteristics as measured by the data acquisition system for the tensile
test.

unleached material which would have become preferred places of failure.

5.3.3 Test Equipment

The tension test equipment is shown in Figures 5-10 and 5-11. It is composed of two aluminum
ends that each consist of two pieces that receive the specimen (Figure 5-11), which are closed
by a set screw. The aluminum ends are bigger than the specimen and hence do not clamp
laterally the specimen. The aluminum ends are connected to a universal joint®, guaranteeing an
automatically centered alignment of the specimen. In this way, one of the problems mentioned
above (that is inhibited lateral displacements and energy dissipation if specimens were glued),
is minimized. In addition, the three dimensionally curved specimens have no abrupt changes in
diameter which avoids stress peaks. Hence failure takes place in the middle zone. The tensile
force is measured through a 890 N-load cell in which one of the universal joints is screwed. The
displacements are measured at the end of the lower universal joint with an LVDT transducer
and in addition with a clip on extensometer that has a 2.5 cm base length (see Figure 5-10).
The characteristics of theses three devices is shown in Table 5.4. The tests are conducted
displacement driven at a strain rate of 2 x 107%s~! based on the extensometer reading. The
testing machine operates at a constant rate and no feedback between the extensometer reading
and the machine was given. Failure takes place therefore abruptly in a brittle manner without

the softening behavior that is often reported for cementitious materials after the peak load

[104].

8Standard catalogue piece from McMaster-Carr, N.J.
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Figure 5-10: Tensile testing equipment: Aluminum ends, univeral joint and clip on extensome-
ter.
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Figure 5-11: Detail of the aluminum ends connected to the universal joint. Note the horizontally
free movement of the specimen in the end.
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Mortar Paste
Test Results Intact I Degraded | Intact | Degraded
(a) Tensile Strength [MPa] 3.48 0.94 1.87 0.87
(b) Standard Deviation [MPa] | 0.26 0.19 0.31 0.04
(c) Variation (=b/a)[-] 0.075 0.203 0.165 0.042
Number of tests 10 8 7 9

Table 5.5: Tensile test results.

5.3.4 Results

The results of the tensile tests are given in Table 5.5. The tensile strength is determined by
dividing the maximum tension force by the measured area of the failure surface. The average
tensile strength of the undegraded mortar is 3.48 MPa which is a typical value for mortars
[104]. The variation of 7.5% is very good for tensile tests and reflects a well working test set-up.
The undegraded paste has a tensile strength of 1.87 MPa, which is considerably smaller than
the mortar. In the degraded state, the paste has a tensile strength that is reduced by 50%.
Interestingly, the strength variation is reduced to around 4% which is very low for tensile tests
on cementitious materials. Finally, the degraded mortar has virtually the same tensile strength

as the degraded paste but a much higher variation.

5.3.5 Discussion

The difference in tensile strength for the unleached materials (cement paste versus mortar) is
caused by the presence of the sand grains in the mortar that increase the strength through crack
arresting and deviation. The energy required for crack growth is increased. Figures 5-12(A)
and (C) show through an optical microscope the failure surface of the undegraded paste and
mortar, respectively. The much rougher texture of the mortar failure surface can be recognized
easily and confirms the suggested crack deflections around the grains as sources of higher tensile
strength. This effect, in unleached materials, is apparently more important than the presence
of the ITZ, which is a preferred origin of crack initiation. The variability of the test results on
undegraded paste is more than twice as high as on the mortar which reflects a higher variability
of the microstructure. Failure in both mortar and paste does not always occur exactly in the
middle of the specimen. However, the variation in failure loci is of the same magnitude as the

strength variations. This suggests that the failure locus variations are associated with actual
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material variations and not associated with testing errors [99].

Figure 5-12(B) shows the failure surface of a leached paste and underscores that the leaching
process leads to a more homogeneous material at Level II. The tensile strength of the degraded
mortar is very similar to the paste strength, although the failure surface texture is much rougher
(Figure 5-12(D)). The similar strength of the leached paste and mortar suggests that the ITZ
dominates the mortar strength in the leached state: The beneficial presence of the aggregates
has disappeared. It seems that the crack propagation is not hampered by the sand grains due to
the already weak surrounding interface. The fact that the decrease in tensile strength through
leaching is stronger for the mortar than for the paste shows that besides a general chemical

softening of the material, a different failure mode through the particular porous ITZ is at work.

5.4 Combined Compression - Tension Strength Domain and

Concluding Remarks

From the triaxial compression tests and the tension test we retain the strength domain for
leached cement pastes and mortars. In the compression zone, the Drucker-Prager surface with
the values summarized in Table 5.3 describes the strength domain. The extrapolation of the
compressive triaxial strength results (Table 5.3) into the tensile domain (X > 0) would predict
higher tensile strengths than measured. This leads us to conclude that a single criterion is
not sufficient to describe the complete strength domain in the deviator-mean stress space.
Instead, we propose a second Drucker-Prager surface which covers the compression - tension
transition zone. This includes all stress states for which the mean stress is greater than in
uniaxial compression. Figure 5-13 shows the two surface combination in a /J2/c; X L7 /c; plot
for the undegraded paste and mortar The parameters of this second Drucker-Prager surface
are summarized in Table 5.6. They are based on a linear interpolation between the uniaxial

compression and tensile strength using:

= AReR =T 532)

In addition to obtaining the strength domain for leached pastes and mortars some other
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(A) Undegraded Paste

(B) Degraded Paste

(C) Undegraded Mortar (D) Degraded Mortar

Figure 5-12: Optical microscope images of the failure surfaces from tensile tests. The diameters
are roughly 9 mm.

137



intact
= N
degrad}\
AN
-15.0 -10.0 -5.0 0.0 5.0
2, /1]

20.0
NI

15.0

10.0

5.0

0.0

Figure 5-13: The combination of the two Drucker-Prager failure surfaces for the undegraded
paste and mortar, stress normalized by the cohesion ¢;, i=mortar or cement paste.

Paste Mortar
Initial | Degraded | Initial | Degraded
Uniaxial Tensile Strength f; [MPa) 1.87 0.87 3.48 0.94
Uniaxial Compressive Strength f. [MPa] | 54.1 3.2 36.6 3.0
Friction Coefficient § [1] 1.62 0.99 1.43 0.91
Cohesion ¢ [MPal] 2.09 0.79 3.67 0.83
Cohesion pressure p = § [MPa] 1.29 0.80 2.57 0.91

Table 5.6: Drucker-Prager strength parameters for the compression-tension transition zone.
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conclusions can be drawn from the strength results:

e The strong reduction of the frictional capacity through leaching shows that in structural
applications, the mechanical performance of leached parts will deteriorate significantly.
At the same time, the changes for mortars and pastes are not identical, pointing towards

the influence of the aggregates.

e The pressure sensitivity at failure and the pore pressure build-up in undrained tests lead
to a vanishing frictional performance. This means that for practical purposes In any
fast loading application, say undrained conditions, on leached pastes no friction can be

considered.

e The combination of a lower cohesion value for the leached mortars compared to the pastes
and a higher friction coefficient suggests that the role of the ITZ on the mechanical prop-
erties changes with the level of confinement. While the cohesion describes the strength
performance at low confinement levels for which the ITZ is significant, the frictional be-
havior which characterizes the strength in higher confinements is less influenced by the
ITZ which might have already been crushed. This will be further investigated in Chapter
6.
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Chapter 6

Deformation Behavior

This Chapter is devoted to the experimental study of the deformational behavior of asymptot-
ically leached cement pastes (Level IT) and mortars (Level III). The deformational behavior on
Level II and III complements the knowledge about the strength domain of leached materials
from Chapter 5 in view of a complete material description. We present the results from triaxial
compression tests and the uniaxial tension tests, this time with a focus on deformational prop-
erties. The operation of the testing devices is exactly as described in Section 5.1 and the same

relations and physical quantities are employed in the discussion of the test results.

6.1 Loading Path in Triaxial Compression Tests

For the deformational behavior, only drained tests are performed because the measurement
of the fluid mass change in the specimen is necessary to evaluate the volumetric strains . In
addition to the deviatoric compression tests presented in the strength study, two other types
of tests are performed with the objective to obtain a good picture of the inelastic deformation

properties. The three types of tests that are performed are:

1. Hydrostatic compression test; in which 35 = ¥ = X5 = Xpy;

2. Deviatoric loading tests at increasing confinement. In these tests, the deviatoric stress
(V/J2 o |8.5 — Tpr]) is increased at the same time as the confinement, expressed as the

negative mean stress, p = —¥pr = —%trE, is decreased. This type of test was also used
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Figure 6-1: Schematic representation of the different loading paths for the drained tests.

in the strength investigation.

3. Deviatoric loading tests at decreasing confinement, 7. In this kind of test, after a hydro-
static loading, the deviatoric stress is increased, while at the same time the confinement,

P, is reduced.

Figure 6-1 gives a schematic view of the three test types and their loading paths in the
|¥z2 — Xpr] X Tps halfplane. The strain measurements and stress calculations are made using
the relations developed in Section 5.1. The loading steps in the different tests types are the

following:

e In the hydrostatic compression tests, the pore pressure (if any) is prescribed first, and

~ 5 kPa/s,

kept constant during subsequent hydrostatic loading. The loading rate is |%,,
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which corresponds to strain rates close to the required Ezz =5 x 107%s~!, which was

determined in Section 5.2.2 based on drainage times. The maximum applied cell pressure

is X = —10 MPa.

o The deviatoric loading tests with increasing confinement are performed as described in
Chapter 5 and involve first the hydrostatic loading phase, followed by the application
of the deviatoric stress through the additional force §F < 0 (6 denotes the change of a

parameter after the hydrostatic loading phase) until failure of the specimen.

e In the deviatoric loading test at decreasing confinement, first a hydrostatic pressure,
Eﬁff’d, is applied along with a pore pressure p, identical to the deviatoric loading test
at increasing confinement. In the second loading phase, however, a deviatoric load is
applied at the same time as the confinement is reduced. This is achieved in a combined
deformation-stress controlled test, in which the stress ratio v = §(2,, — X,,)/8P is kept
constant. The change in deviatoric stress is provoked by an axial displacement at a rate

of ’E’zz = 5 x 107551 and the radial stress is adjusted via the computer controlled

system to remain on the prescribed loading path. Two stress paths are followed after
the hydrostatic compression to Eg}’d &~ —10MPa: In the first, the deconfinement ratio is

v = —0.86; in the second, v = —3.

Based on the partition of the infinitesimal external work increment in Eq. (5.10), we present

the results in the following three type of result plots:

1. The natural axial strain, E2 = In(L¢/Lyes), over the natural volumetric strain, §EI® =
In(1+4 ¢~ ¢y¢). These results provide insight into the importance of the shear work term
in Eq. (5.10).

2. The deviatoric stress, ., — X, = §X,2, over the natural deviatoric strain, (5EL’; — %6Ezl,n.
These results provide evidence of the deviatoric deformation patterns of the calcium

leached materials.

3. The change in mean stress, 63y = Xpr — ng}’d = $§%,,/3, over the change in porosity

8¢ = ¢ — ¢,cp, Where ¢,y is the porosity at the end of the hydrostatic loading phase.
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These results provide insight into the volumetric deformation behavior, featuring either
contracting (d¢ < 0) or dilating behavior (d¢ > 0). In addition, these results give an

evaluation of the volumetric work term in relation (5.10).

6.2 Hydrostatic Compression Tests

6.2.1 Results

The results from a typical drained hydrostatic compression test on a leached mortar and paste
are displayed in Figure 6-2 in the form of the mean stress E}W versus the change in Lagrangian
porosity ¢ — ¢y. At low confinement pressure, the mortar has a higher deformability than the

cement paste, but for high confinement it is the inverse:

e The cement paste follows an s—shaped hardening: after an initial elastic phase, the
tangent stiffness decreases first. Then, at higher confinement pressure, the material stiffens

(increase of tangent stiffness).

e The mortar stiffens continuously from above, meaning that the tangent stiffness dX,,/d¢

increases continuously in hydrostatic compression.

Figures 6-3(a) and 6-3(b) show results from a series of hydrostatic loading and unloading
tests. They illustrate that the overall stiffening of both materials is irreversible: the slopes of

elastic loading-unloading increase for both materials with increasing confinement.

6.2.2 Discussion

SEM Micrographs show the ezpansion of the solid into the pore space!. The deformation be-
havior under hydrostatic compression can be illustrated with SEM micrographs on compressed
specimens (Figs. 6-4 (a) - (c) and Figs. 6-5 (a) and (b)). Before loading, the microstructure
of leached pastes is characterized by large pores created by the Portlandite dissolution and a
relatively homogeneous microstructure composed of C-S-H (Level I) that dissolves and repre-

cipitates at a low C/S-ratio close to 1 (see Sections 2.3.2 and 4.3). Figures 6-4 (a) through

! Throughout the discussion, the main idea of a paragraph is stated in italics to facilitate the reading.
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Figure 6-4: SEM micrographs of a hydrostatically compressed leached cement paste. ¥, =
—9MPa. p=0.5MPa. 146
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Figure 6-5: SEM micrograph of hydrostatically compressed leached mortar. 2y = —9MPa,
p = 0.5MPa. The marked regions correspond to sand grain locations. Note that some grains
are losened during the polishing process.
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(c) show three SEM micrographs of a hydrostatically compressed leached paste after unload-
ing. The micrographs reveal that the large pore space created by the Portlandite dissolution
is reduced during the hydrostatic loading (see Figures 4-8 and 4-9 for appearance before load-
ing). More particularly, it appears that the surrounding solid expanded during loading into the
pore space, thus reducing the porosity. Some zones show large localized shear deformation, for
example in Figure 6-4(b). Moreover, large pores, the remnants of the Portlandite dissolution,
may collapse from an initially rather circular shape into flat pores of elliptical shape (Figure
6-4(a)).

The ITZ is crushed through the confinement. In the case of mortars, the deformation of the
ITZ creates a different deformation behavior compared with the cement paste. The porosity in
the ITZ of leached mortars is particularly high, due to the higher Portlandite concentrations in
the ITZ of an intact mortar. This has an effect on the deformation response under hydrostatic
compression. Figures 6-5 (a) and (b) show the grain-matrix interface of a leached mortar after
hydrostatic compression to Z;VI = —9MPa. The SEM micrographs show that the micrometer
size porosity in the ITZ vanishes (to be compared with Figure 4-11 (a) through (d)) under
stress application. At the same time, the matrix is squeezed into the space between the sand
grains and no shear bands or dramatic changes in the pore morphology are observed.

Two main elements that control the deformation behavior of the leached materials can be

extracted from the hydrostatic test results and the SEM micrographs:

1. Decalcified C-S-H deform at constant volume into the pore space. The plastic deformability
of the solid of the cement paste matrix, which is composed, after leaching, mostly of
low C/S—C-S-H (Level I): The expansion of the solid into the macropores (Fig. 6-4(c))
indicates that low C/S—C-S-H at yield deform either at constant volume (incompressible)
or under microscopic dilatation, merging in some places into shear bands of concentrated
plastic deformation as observed in Figure 6-4(b). The plastic yield of the solid into the
macropores explains the first part of the s—shaped overall contractive hardening behavior
of the cement paste occurring at decreasing tangent stiffness (see Figure 6-2). Once the
solid has filled a large part of the pores, the free yield of the solid material is restrained

leading to a stiffening of the material.
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2. Collapse of macropores leads to geometrical hardening. The new pore size family generated
by leaching of Portlandite-clusters, is an order of magnitude larger than typical pore sizes
encountered in intact cement paste materials. In the cement-paste matrix, the large
pores offer free expansion space for the plastic deformation of the low C/S—solid. At high
confinements, these pores collapse, which contributes to the second part of the s—shaped
compaction behavior of the cement paste, associated with a geometrical hardening (change
in pore morphology). In contrast to the paste, the continuous stiffening of mortar indicates
that the mortar’s response is dominated by geometrical hardening of the leached ITZ
porosity alone. At the given level of hydrostatic compaction, the main change in porosity

of the mortar results from the compaction of the ITZ porosity.

6.3 Deviatoric Loading at Increasing Confinement

6.3.1 Results

The confinement level at the beginning of the deviatoric loading has a strong influence on
the deformation behavior of leached pastes and mortars. We therefore show results for a low
(Zj\l}}’d = —1.5MPa) and a high (E’;}}d = —6.5MPa or E’fjd = —7.6 MPa) confinement level
where E’Kf}'d is the mean stress applied during the initial hydrostatic loading phase. The pore
pressure is kept constant at p = 0.5 MPa during the tests. Figures 6-6 plot the (logarithmic)
volume strain §E? in the triaxial test at increasing confinement, driven by the (natural) axial
strain, 6E% = In(L;/ Lpydro)- Figures 6-7(a) and 6-7(b) show the corresponding deviatoric stress
development, ¥, — ¥, over the associated (energy conjugated) strain quantity, SER — §E/3;
and Figures 6-8(a) and 6-8(b) display the change in mean stress, Xj; versus the change in

Lagrangian porosity ¢ recorded during deviatoric loading. In all deviatoric loading tests at

increasing confinement the same typical picture emerges:

e While the initial deformational behavior for both materials is similar, at higher strains the
rigid inclusions limit the mortar deformability. The initial almost linear relation between
the axial strain and the volumetric strain (Figs. 6-6) is independent of the type of material
and confinement pressure. This indicates, in accord with the work increment (Eq. (5.10)),

that the initial shear deformation of cement pastes and mortars is the same. Since the
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Figure 6-6: Axial over volumetric (natural) strain for (a) low confinement, ¥
and (b) high confinement, Zﬁ}'d = —6.5MPa for the paste and E;"}’d = —7.6 MPa for mortar.

p = 0.5MPa in all tests.
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inclusions are almost rigid, this shear deformation is the one of the cement paste matrix,
including for mortar the ITZ. The lower overall deformability of the mortar due to the
presence of rigid inclusions, leads to higher deviatoric stresses ¥,, — X, in the mortar

than in the cement paste (Figs. 6-7(a) and 6-7(b)).

e Cement pastes show a stronger contracting behavior. Failure in both materials is associated
with zero volumetric deformations. Cement pastes show a stronger contracting behavior
than mortars (higher deformability) (Figs. 6-12), and, while cement pastes continue to
contract, mortars have an early tendency to develop a dilating behavior (dER > 0),
leading to failure (Figs. 6-12). The point at which the macroscopic contracting behavior
switches into a macroscopic dilating behavior, corresponds to the maximum deviatoric
stress the materials can support (Figs. 6-7(a) and 6-7(b)). Below this point, that is
during contraction, the material hardens continuously. Beyond this point, softening takes
place. Hence, a pure shear deformation characterizes this point. The zero volumetric
deformation can be associated with what is known as “critical state”?, at which calcium
leached materials lose their capacity to support higher loads. This is consistent with
the found shear planes along which the materials fail. Figure 6-9 shows a typical failure

surface of a leached paste specimen.

6.3.2 Discussion

The solid material of the paste expands into the void space. Shear band development limits
the strength for low confinements. The large compressibility of cement pastes is clearly a
consequence of the large plastic deformation the low C/S-solid, can develop, in compression,
and which is even enhanced by deviatoric loading. In fact, for the same confinement level
the overall compaction expressed as the change in porosity in deviatoric loading is larger than
in hydrostatic compression (compare Figs. 6-2 and 6-12). This supports that the low C/S-
solid (Level I) expands into the large pore space, when subjected to shear deformation, leading

to an additional reduction of the overall porosity, in addition to deformation caused by pure

2The Critical State concept was originally developed in Soil Mechanics and charcterizes a state of pure shear
deformation. See for example {131].
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Figure 6-9: Typical leached cement paste specimen fragment after failure on the shear plane.
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hydrostatic compression. Furthermore, the shear deformation of the solid enhances the creation
of shear bands in the cement paste, which ultimately exhausts the volume deformability at low
confinement leading to failure. Failure is not achieved for the highly confined cement pastes.
The material continues to contract quasi linearly with the prescribed vertical strain (Fig. 6-
6(b)). Both the deviatoric stress-strain curve (Fig. 6-7(b)) and the mean stress-porosity curve
(Fig. 6-8(b)) have a distinct yield point, which is associated with the onset of plastic yielding
of the solid, and beyond which the material exhibits continuous hardening, and this up to large
strains of 10% and more.

The ITZ limits the shear deformation capacity of mortars. The early tendency of the mortar
to develop a dilating behavior can be attributed to the ITZ: At low confinement, the deviatoric
loading generates shear in the ITZ, which favors the coalescence of the ITZ into continuous shear
bands between inclusions, leading to failure. The low volume contraction at low confinement
(Fig. 6-8(a)), appears as a consequence of the shear deformation at constant volume of the
solid phase of the matrix, which fills a part of the ITZ-porosity, thus geometrically hardening
the material. On the other hand, at high confinement, the solid phase first expands into the
ITZ-porosity, leading to a continuous geometrical hardening of the composite (Fig. 6-8(b)), for
which —in contrast to the cement paste— no distinct yield point is observed. Once the pores in
the ITZ are filled or crushed, it is likely that frictional dilatation developing at the densified
matrix-grain interface leads to failure of the mortar. In all cases, the onset of the overall
dilating behavior defines the critical state of the material, beyond which material softening
occurs. The contracting behavior and the tendency towards a critical state suggest that the
yield surface is closed on the hydrostatic axis. The deformation measurements show that the
strength surface presented in Chapter 5 coincides with zero volume deformations. In other
words, the Drucker-Prager criterion that was introduced in Chapter 5 for the ultimate strength
of the leached cementitious materials describes the critical state line. The material description

can be improved by adding the closure on the hydrostatic axis.

155



6.4 Deviatoric Loading at Decreasing Confinement

The series of deviatoric loading tests with decreasing confinement is intended to illustrate the
effects of a strong initial confinement, as it is relaxed, on the deviatoric deformation behavior.
Particularly, the question about the persistence of the stabilizing effect of the hydrostatically

induced geometrical hardening is of interest.

6.4.1 Results

Figures 6-10(a) to 6-12(a) show the results at the controlled deviator-to-confinement ratio
¥ = 6(8s — L) /6p = —0.86. Figures 6-10(b) to 6-12(b) show the same type of results
for the deconfinement ratio v = —3. In both cases, the leached paste and mortar have been
hydrostatically precompressed to E’;}I’d ~ —10MPa and the pore pressure is kept constant at

p = 0.5MPa.

o Depending on the stress path dilating or contracting behavior is encountered. The extend
to which the confinement is reduced leads to some important differences in the material
behavior: In the SER vs. SE plot, a high deconfinement (y = —0.86) leads to a dilating
behavior (Fig. 6-10(a)), while a low de-confinement (y = —3) preserves a contracting be-
havior despite the reduction in confinement (Fig. 6-10(b)). For the high deconfinement,
after an initial elastic part dominated by the axial deformation, the dilatation becomes
dominant in the shear deformation, §E% — %6E})“. This sensitivity to dilatation is more
pronounced for the mortar than for the cement paste. By contrast, at low deconfinement,
the overall contraction behavior tends towards a minimum, beyond which dilatation takes
place, which is similar to behavior observed in deviatoric loading at increasing confine-

ment.

e High deconfinement first leads to unloading before softening occurs. Low deconfinement
immediately leads to hardening. The deviatoric response captured in Figure 6-11(a) for
high deconfinement, v = —0.86, shows a clear yield point at a deviatoric stress of around
—4.5MPa for both cement paste and mortar. Below this point, the incremental work
associated with shear deformation dWegt o (S22 — Zrr)(dER — dEP/3) < 0 (from Eq.

(5.10)), meaning that this loading phase corresponds effectively to an unloading. Beyond
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this point, (Z,; — Zr) (dER — dER/3) increases (Figure 6-11(a)), leading to some limited
hardening, given that dE — dE!"/3 — 0. By contrast, at low de-confinement v = -3,
the incremental shear work is positive from above, leading to the elastoplastic hardening

behavior shown in Figure 6-11(b).

o In high deconfinement tests, the materials dilate while in low deconfinement tests the ma-
terials contract towards the critical state. The high deconfinement (y = —0.86) provokes
a progressive dilatation of the material (Fig. 6-12(a)), for which the volumetric work
¥ d¢ < 0. By contrast, X!, d¢ > 0 at low de-confinement (y = —3), for which the

material contracts almost linearly as the confinement is reduced (Fig. 6-12(b)).

6.4.2 Discussion

Shear bands lead to failure. In both loading cases, an increasing deviatoric loading induces
shear deformations in the highly compacted matrix. The large dilatation that occurs in the
high deconfinement test indicates that the solid in this loading case has little space left to expand
in the free pore space. Indeed, this space has been crushed during the initial hydrostatic loading
to E’ﬁ;d a2 —10 MPa. In the cement paste, the solid deforms, eventually at constant volume, into
the shear bands leading to the failure of the material along shear plans. The failure mechanism
is similar for the mortar: as the cement paste matrix deforms, it activates the compacted ITZ,
leading to shear failure along shear bands connecting almost rigid inclusions.

In low deconfinement the shear deformation dominates the total deformation. At low de-
confinement, the initial elastic dilatation of the material generates sufficient pore space for the
solid phase to deform, without creation of shear bands in the cement paste matrix. Given that
the porosity overall decreases (Fig. 6-12(b)), the volume required by the shear deformation of
the solid is larger than the porosity generated by elastic dilatation. This leads to an overall
compaction, and to the pronounced plastic behavior of both cement paste and mortar shown
in Figure 6-11(b). Once the volume deformability is exhausted, the materials fail in a similar
fashion as specimens in deviatoric loading at increasing confinement.

In high deconfinement tests, softening is observed leading to final stress states on the critical
state line. In high deconfinement tests, after reaching the maximum deviatoric stress (Figure 6-

11(a)) a strong softening is observed, associated with dilating deformation. This is not depicted
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on Figure 6-11(a) because the test control cannot keep the stress path on the v = —0.86
trajectory, precisely because of the strong softening behavior. The stable stress state after
softening takes place is on the critical state line and associated with zero volumetric deformation.
The fact that dilating softening occurs in a high deconfinement test at increasing deviatoric load
suggests that the yield surface is not only closed on the hydrostatic axis in compression but
also closed on the tension side of the hydrostatic axis, with the critical state line dividing zones

of dilating and contracting behavior.

6.5 Effective Stress Concept During Deformation

In section 5.2.4, it was shown that the effective stress concept applies at failure for the leached
cement pastes and mortars. During the experimental investigation, different pore pressures
where used to check whether the concept applies also to the deformation behavior. Figure
6-13 displays two typical mean stress-porosity curves of a drained triaxial compression test
on mortars, one carried out at a fluid pressure of p = 1MPa, the other at a fluid pressure
of p = 5MPa, for which the mean stress was corrected following the effective stress concept,
E'M = Yp + p. The good agreement between the two tests shows that the effective stress
concept is valid throughout the loading process. The same is true for the leached paste as
Figure 6-14 shows with a comparison of a test at p = 6 MPa and p = 0 MPa. The validity of
the effective stress concept during the loading process confirms the assumption made in Section
5.1, Eq. (5.5), that the solid phase is (almost) incompressible, and justifies a posteriori the
assumptions made for determining the volume strains from the change in Lagrangian porosity

that is:
B =In —In(1— (4 ¢y) (6.1
Vo

On the other hand, the leached materials show some non elastic deformation almost immediately
after load application. This makes it difficult to conclude on the validity of the effective stress
concept in the elastic range. This aspect will be analyzed in some more details in Chapter 7 by

means of a micromechanical approach.
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6.6 Deformation Behavior in Uniaxial Tension

The deformation behavior in tension complements the material information. Specifically, the

change in ductility associated with leaching is studied.

6.6.1 Results

The unijaxial tensile tests equipment (equipment description in Section 5.3.1) limits the defor-
mational behavior investigation in tension to axial deformations and stresses. Figures 6-15 (a)
and (b) show a typical set of stress-strain curves for the paste and the mortar. The strains
are measured with the clip-on extensometer and the stresses are calculated at the level where
failure took place. The measured force is divided by the measured surface area’. In all cases,
the materials show an almost linear stress-strain relation before failure takes place abruptly.
Hardening, if any is negligible. A possible softening after the peak stress is not accessible with
the equipment. The reduction of the Young’s modulus, defined here as a secant modulus at
failure, through leaching is more important than the tensile strength degradation so that the
deformation at failure increases with the leaching process. This agrees well with the Young’s

modulus measurements by Constantinides [37] which were presented in Section 2.3.4.

6.6.2 Discussion - Ductility

Definitions of ductility exist for metals: Either the strain at failure or the area reduction
(necking) in a uniaxial tension test are considered ductility measurements for metals [7]. For
cementitious materials, deformation at failure is certainly an important characteristic of duc-
tility. As the Young’s modulus decreases more by leaching than the uniaxial tensile strength
for both paste and mortar, the deformation at failure increases with leaching and hence the
leaching process is expected to increase the ductility. The same is true in compression: Carde
[28] who based his ductility definition on the deformation at failure in uniaxial compression,
found that it increases with leaching. A second way to estimate the change in ductility can be
based on an energy comparison. Assuming a perfect brittle material, the externally supplied

that is 1/2 X Fipax X u? is entirely dissipated during fracture in heat form. This provides a

3Two measurements of the diameter of the sections are taken with a caliper 90° rotated.
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G;[N/mm] | Mortar | Paste
intact 503 x 1073 | 4.53 x 1073
leached 6.35 x 1073 | 7.35 x 10~3

Table 6.1: Fracture energy assuming perfect brittle behavior

means of estimating the fracture energy Gy from [148]:

Gr= ————F’“;"A: u_ %zg;a* x BI* x | (6.2)
where | = 25.4mm (1lin) in our tests. Using the results from Figures 6-15 (a) and (b) yields
the results displayed in Table 6.1. The determined values for the fracture energy suggest that
the fracture energy increases with the leaching process, expressing a more ductile respons of
the leached materials.

However, this approach neglects any additional source of dissipation related e.g. to frictional
or plastic mechanisms. Such a combined plastic-fracture process is taken into account by the

following approach based on a ductile fracture reasoning [13]. The size of the fracture process

zone (fpz), lch, is compared to a characteristic lengthscale of the studied structure £. The ratio

L Lf?
I=r =% e (6.3)

is known as Irwin’s number and describes the ductility ( Z — 0) or brittleness (Z — oo)

respectively. Comparing Z before and after leaching for the paste yields (values from Tables

5.5 and 2.5):
I ( 12 ) (EGf) Gy
while for the mortar (values from Tables 5.5 and 2.5) we have:
> _(_f} EGr\ _ Gy
™ <Eaf>wx( 7 )= o (65)

If we use the estimates for the fracture energy presented before, it is Z° < Z° for paste and
mortar, which suggests an increase in ductility. On the other hand, measurements of the

change in fracture energy with leaching were performed for partially leached mortar beams
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by Le Bellego [80]. Le Bellego found that the fracture energy was roughly 50% of the initial
value after 98 days of leaching. This would imply 7% > Z° for the cement paste (Level II),
and T% < I° for the mortar (Level III). By way of conclusion, it appears that the ductility of
mortar increases in the course of leaching. In turn, for cement paste, a fracture energy test is

necessary to conclude.

6.7 Summary

6.7.1 Summary of Physical Observations

The study of the deformation behavior gives additional understanding of the material and

clarifies some questions raised in the strength investigation.

e Large plastic deformations are encountered and show that the matrix of the cement paste
(Level II), consisting mainly of C-S-H with a low C/S ratio, is highly plastically de-
formable. This is consistent with the increase in polymerization that accompanies a
reduction in the C/S ratio [117] and takes place on Level I, as was shown in Chapter 2.
For unleached pastes, these large deformations are unlikely to occur as they are inhibited
by the presence of Portlandite on Level II and the different C-S-H properties at high C/S

ratio on Level 1.

o The validity of the effective stress concept at failure can be linked to a purely cohesive
solid phase as was shown by de Buhan and Dormieux {27]. Now with the deformational
behavior study showing the validity of the effective stress concept during the entire load-
ing process there is strong evidence that additionally the solid is incompressible. The
high compaction capacity of calcium leached materials, then, appears as a consequence of
the shear deformation of the pure cohesive heterogeneous solid, which expands into the
macroporosity, in order to preserve its volume. The large pores created by the dissolu-
tion of CH-clusters provide expansion space for the incompressible plastically deformable
solid during deviator loading. Once this porosity is filled, further volume contraction is
restrained, which leads to generation of shear bands and macroscopic dilatation, which

ultimately governs the failure of the cement paste.
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e In mortars, a competition between plastic material behavior and porosity controlled mi-
crostructural deformation takes place. In hydrostatic compression, the mortar’s response
is governed by geometrical hardening of the ITZ, which crushes the large pores in the
ITZ. As shear deformation increases, in compression, the intrinsic plastic deformation
properties of the paste dominate first, leading to a pronounced deviatoric hardening as
the solid is squeezed into the pore space. With increasing deviator stress, at low confine-
ments, the incompletely filled ITZ-porosity merges into shear bands through the cement
paste along which the material fails. At high confinement, a saturation of the porosity
by the solid phase exhausts the volume contraction capacity of the material. Additional
shear deformation of the solid triggers frictional dilatation mechanisms at the densified
matrix-grain interface that lead to the observed bulk failure of calcium leached mortars.
These observations confirm the strength analysis from which the important role of the
ITZ in low confinement stress states emerged in contrast to high confinement stress states

where the ITZ is crushed and thus mechanically deactivated.

e In tension, the deformation at failure increases through leaching for both the cement
paste and the mortar. For the paste, this increase of deformation at failure points to an
increased ductility while a fracture mechanics reasoning suggests an increase of brittleness

of the material. In turn for mortar, calcium leaching increases the ductility.

6.7.2 Improved Yield Surface

The additional observations on the material deformation suggests the following enhanced de-

scription of the yield surface that emerged from the strength investigation:

e From the deviatoric loading cases with increasing confinement it emerges that failure of
the tested specimens takes place at zero volume deformation, after prior contracting de-
formations. Moreover, in hydrostatic compression tests, the porosity change is important

(strong contraction under increasing pressure) and characteristic of the material state.

e At the same time we note that a dilating behavior can occur when the deconfinement is
high enough and in such a case, after a strong softening, failure again takes place on the

strength surface proposed in Section 5.2.
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To incorporate the additional information in the material description, we propose a modified
Cam-Clay model, originally developed for clays by researchers affiliated with the University of
Cambridge [131]. In the stress space, it incorporates a critical state that separates a contracting
from a dilating domain. In addition, the hardening is governed by the change is porosity which
very much reflects the leached cementitious materials. Figure 6-16 shows the elliptical strength

surface of a Cam Clay model. Algebraically, it is described by

3J
2fco = -]\—4—3 + B +p+ (e —p)P = (e +p)? <0 (6.6)

where 2p. and 2p; are the closing pressures of the ellipse on the hydrostatic axis. M is close to a
constant the slope of the critical state line, that were described in the strength investigation by
a Drucker-Prager. More precisely, as the maximum strength coincides with the critical state,
the Drucker-Prager line and the critical state line are identical and M can be determined. The

critical state is defined for:

. Ofecc

Jee=0:
%,

=0= E?\/I,crit =Pt — Pc (67)

Substituting (6.7) in (6.6) leads to the following expression that describes all critical states:

3J2 2 M 2M
— (-2 ) =0=> I+ =2, - —=p =0 6.8
M2 ( Pt ) 2 \/§ ™m \/f—;pt ( )
Thus from a comparison with Eq.(5.17),
M 2M
§=—:¢c= —=Dt (69)

V3 V3

The material description in the compression - tension zone is not changed and the material
strength in the tensile domain is describe with the Drucker-Prager surface presented in Section
5.4. Figure 6-16 shows the combination of the two strength surfaces in the v/J2 x ¥}, halfplane.
Figure 6-17 shows the strength domain in the three dimensional stress space consisting of the

Cam Clay ellipsoid and the Drucker-Prager cone in the principal stress space Xy x 75 x Ery7.
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Figure 6-16: Schematic depiction of the combined Cam-Clay Drucker-Prager model. C'x denotes
the elasticity domain.

6.8 Summary of the Experimental Part

The experimental part of this study has provided information on asymptotically leached cement
pastes and mortars. Besides the physical appearance of the leached materials at Levels I through
III as observed in the SEM and quantified through porosity and density measurements, the
mechanical properties in the leached state have been obtained. These include the strength
domain in the v/J5 x ¥, space for both compressive and tensile stress states. In addition,
the deformation behavior has been accessed which leads to a detailed description of the plastic
loading surface of the cement paste and mortar through a combination of the Cam-Clay and the
Drucker-Prager plasticity models. The validity of the effective stress concept during the entire
loading process was proven experimentally. The consequences in undrained loading situations is
a frictional capacity that vanishes. Together, a complete picture of the material properties of the
intact and asymptotically leached pastes (Level II) and mortars (Level IIT) emerges. What is left
are the properties of the intermediate states, which cannot be determined experimentally. They
will be accesses by means of micromechanical modeling (Chapters 7 and 8) and constitutive

modeling (Chapter 9).
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Chapter 7

Micromechanical Analysis of

Poroelastic Properties

This third part of the study is devoted to the development of a chemomechanical theory that
shall make it possible to bridge between the asymptotic states of calcium leaching, that is
between the intact and completely leached materials. To this end, the first two chapters in
this part revisit the experimental observations by means of Continuum Micromechanics. The
objective is twofold: (1) To understand in a quantitative manner how the elasticity and strength
properties in the two asymptotic leaching states which were tested experimentally scale between
microstructural levels. (2) To quantitatively model the strength and stiffness degradation of
the intermediate leaching state. This Chapter focuses on the poroelastic properties: First
we present some basic elements of Continuum Micromechanics and show its applications to
the modeling of the elastic properties of leached and unleached cementitious materials!. In
a second step, we study the homogenization of some poroelastic properties, that is the Biot
coefficient, which describes the effect of the pore pressure on the macroscopic stress state, and
the Biot modulus which concerns the effect of the pore pressure on the porosity change in a
deformation free experiment. The homogenization model for the elasticity properties developed
in this Chapter is a natural extension of the model of Constantinides and Ulm [38] to Level III

of the microstructure, where we account for the effect of the ITZ on the elasticity properties.

More advanced readers might directly want to turn to the second section of this chapter.
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The homogenization model for the Biot parameters, b and M, first encountered in section 7.3,
is based on the micromechanics derivation of Dormieux [45] and Lemarchand [84]. It aims
at a refined analysis of the pressure sensitivity of unleached and leached materials found in
our experiments. These micromechanical concepts developed around the homogenization of
poroelastic properties will be further developed in Chapter 8 for the application to strength
of cement based materials. Both, poroelastic and strength properties, are the input for the
chemomechanical model developed in Chapter 9. It will allow us to model the evolution of the

mechanical performance between the asymptotic states.

7.1 Basic Aspects of Continuum Micromechanics of Cement-

Based Materials

The field of micromechanics has become of great importance over the last fifty years, in par-
ticular in the context of the development of new materials with complex microstructures that
requires mechanical techniques to predict macroscopic properties. As experimental tools for
microstructural treatments at the nanometer scale become available, the demands towards pre-
dictive mechanical techniques increase. Continuum micromechanics represents the systematic
approach to obtain mechanical properties at a larger length scale based on the properties of the
material below this length scale. Most of the developments in this field focused until recently
primarily on linear elastic properties in small deformations [161]. More recent contributions,
among them the developments presented in Chapter 8, extend the approach to the microme-
chanical analysis of strength properties [84, 139]. An excellent review paper has been presented

recently by Zaoui [161].

7.1.1 The Representative Volume Element (RVE) at the Three-Level Mi-

crostructure

A prerequisite for the application of continuum micromechanics is the existence of a Repre-
sentative Volume Element (RVE). If we characterize its length scale by I, the following two

conditions must be met to guarantee its existence:
1. I <« L, where L is the length scale of the macroscopic structure in which the considered
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LEVEL III Aggregates embedded in a cement paste matrix. The ITZ
102m  Mortar/ is considered as a separate phase
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LEVEL II C-S-H matrix with large CH crystals, aluminates and

cement clinker inclusions. Some capillary porosity might
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10°m  Cement be present depending on w/c-ratio. Also entrained air in

Paste the case of admixtures.
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Matrix

depending on w/c-ratio

Figure 7-1: Recall of the three-level microstructure of cementitious materials and the charac-

teristic length scale [. Adapted from [37].

material exists. This condition assures that the continuum mechanics techniques can be

applied and continuous stress and deformation fields can be determined.

2. | > d, where d is the length scale of the heterogeneities considered in the micromechanical

analysis. This condition is necessary to assign homogeneous properties to the macroscopic

scale.

These two conditions are also called separability-of-scales conditions. The three-level mi-

crostructure we consider respects these conditions (see Figure 7-1): At Level I, the length scale

[ is on the order of 107 m, which is on the one hand considerably larger than the nanometer

scale inhomogeneities of C-S-H and on the other hand much smaller than the characteristic

length scale of Level II, that is roughly 107° m. In turn, the characteristic length scale of Level

III is 1072 m. This shows that the proposed microstructure division respects the separation of

scales.
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7.1.2 The Three Steps in Continuum Micromechanics

A micromechanical analysis can be broken down into three steps [160]:

e Representation: This is the choice of material elements that are considered and their

respective mechanical properties.

e Localization: This is the analysis of the microscopic stress and deformation response to

the macroscopically applied boundary conditions.

e Homogenization: This last step refers to the averaging procedure that leads to the macro-

scopic behavior. Here particularly the type of average to be chosen is of importance.

7.1.3 Representation

The representation deals with the description of the considered system. Simplifications in the
geometrical description are necessary to deal with complex microstructures. Different phases
need to be identified with their mechanical properties and their geometrical nature. Phases in
continuum micromechanics are, as will become clearer in the following steps, domains with con-
stant material properties. Depending on the considered material, this leads to the distinction
between matrix and fibers, matrix and aggregates, and so on. The phases are defined by volume
fractions. An alternative to the use of volume fractions is the use of a statistical representation
of different equivalent RVEs. Then the probability to find a certain mechanical property at a
point in space becomes the descriptive variable of the representation. An underlying hypothesis
in Continuum Micromechanics is the ergodicity, that is the equivalence between spacial and en-
semble averages [78]. This is expressed by the volume average of a spatially varying microscopic

property, say ¥ = y (), in the form:

1
o =Ty /Q y (x) 9 (7.1)

where  refers to the domain over which the quantity is averaged.

For the considered cement based materials, we consider the following phases:

e At Level I there are two phases: the C-S-H, and the C-S-Hg with volume fractions fq

176



and fg, respectively. Because of the much larger volume fraction of C-S-H,, the C-S-Hp

are represented as inclusions in the C-S-H, matrix.

o At Level I, we consider the Portlandite, the unhydrated clinker and voids, all imbedded

in the homogeneous C-S-H matrix as spherical inclusions.

e At Level III, the cement paste is considered as a matrix phase with aggregates as inclu-
sions. The ITZ is considered as a separate phase depending on the confinement level,

which will be developed later.

7.1.4 Localization

The next step is the mechanical analysis of the RVE subjected on its boundary to two types of

boundary conditions called Hashin conditions:

e Homogeneous stresses applied on the boundary; that is:
Ondqpa: T =% -n (7.2)

where ¥ is the macroscopically applied stress tensor and n is the outward normal vector
to the boundary 052 of the RVE. With this boundary condition, the macroscopic stress is

then the volume average of the microscopic stress o = o (x):
1
2 = (o) = — / o (x) d02 (7.3)
12 Ja
e Homogeneous deformations applied on the boundary; that is:
OndQ.: ¢ =E-x (7.4)

where E is the homogeneous macroscopic strain and x the coordinate vector, locating the
material point in the microstructure. Macroscopic strain and microscopic strain € (x) are

then related by the following volume average:
1
E=(e), = — / e (x) dO2 (7.5)
12} Ja
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The localization properly speaking consists in determining the microscopic stresses and
strains as functions of the macroscopically applied boundary conditions. In the simplest case,
that is for linear elastic problems, the microscopic and macroscopic stresses and strains are

linked linearly through localization relations of the type:

e(x) = AX):E; (Ax))=I (7.6)
ox) = B(x):%, B((x)=1I (7.7)

where A(x) and B(x) represent the 4th order strain localization tensor, respectively stress
localization tensor and I is the 4th order unit tensor. A(x) and B (x) can be evaluated in some
(rare) cases through the solution of an elastic boundary value problems (BVP). In other cases
they can be approximated by variational methods. The most commonly encountered case is
the estimation of the localization tensor through consideration of the Eshelby inclusion problem
[48]: An ellipsoidal inclusion embedded in an elastic reference medium subjected to constant
strain at infinity?. This reference solution provides an estimate for the localization tensor of a
phase r [160]:

(), = At = [H+sth (Gt —11)]_1 : <[1I+SF"h (G Gy —11)]_1>_1 (7.8)

Wr

where (A), stands for the volume average of the localization tensor over material volume of
phase r, wy. Cg is the fourth order elasticity tensor of the reference medium, C, is the fourth
order elasticity tensor of phase r and SF® is the Eshelby tensor of phase r which depends on
the reference medium (through Cp) and the geometry and orientation of 7. According to the

choice of the reference medium, we distinguish:

e The Mori-Tanaka (MT) scheme [108], in which the reference medium is taken to be the

matrix phase, i.e. Cp = Cp.

?Eshelby, in his 1957 landmark paper, considered the response of an ellipsoidal particle in an infinite elastic
solid subjected to constant strain at infinity and showed that the stress and strain state in the particle is uniform.
This solution is used in many localization schemes. This is expressed by (7.8) which is the solution for such an
inclusion phase. In turn, for any other phase r (than the inclusion) in which the strain varies, (7.8) provides an
estimate for the on-average constant phase-localization tensor (A}, .
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e The Self-Consistent scheme [34], in which the REV is chosen as reference medium, that

is Co = Chom. Both schemes will be employed for different levels in the sequel.

7.1.5 Homogenization

The last step in Continuum Micromechanics is the homogenization step by which the prop-
erties of the equivalent homogeneous material are determined. This involves expressing the
macroscopic strains and stresses as functions of the microscopic stresses and strains. For the
determination of homogeneous elastic properties the stress average (7.3) is evaluated. With the
strain localization condition (7.6), the microscopic stress can be written as or(x) =(C: A) : E

which leads to the following expression of the macroscopic elasticity tensor:
2 =Chom: B; Chom = (C: A)g = Y _ frCy : A (7.9)
T

where f, = w;/(2 is the volume fraction of phase 7. It is important to note that linear homoge-
nization methods such as Equation (7.9) contain only a simple volume average or what is called
the first moment of the local strains. Higher order averages could be defined too; and will be

introduced in Chapter 8 for non-linear strength homogenization.

7.2 Estimation of the Elastic Properties in the Three-Level Mi-

crostructure

In this section we apply the presented micromechanical techniques to the homogenization of the
elastic properties. This procedure takes place in the framework of the three level microstructure
and is partly based on the work of Constantinides [37]. For the homogenization steps, two
different schemes are used. The Mori-Tanaka (MT) scheme [108], which considers a matrix
with reinforcing inclusions and the Hervé-Zaoui (HZ) scheme [65] which considers a n+1 spheres
composite, and which belongs to the family of Self-Consistent schemes. The MT scheme will
be used to homogenize the elasticity properties of Levels I and II. The HZ scheme will be used

to homogenize the properties at Level III.
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7.2.1 Mori-Tanaka Scheme

The MT scheme considers inclusions in a continuos matrix. The estimate of the localization
tensor A% (x) for phase 7 in the Mori Tanka scheme is obtained from the Eshelby inclusion solu-
tion (7.8) by considering the matrix as the reference medium (Cop = Cp,). Every inclusion phase
is considered individually in the MT scheme. Taking into account the random microstructure,
we assume spherical inclusions and isotropic elasticity. For the case of isotropic elasticity, the
elasticity tensors of inclusion and matrix are written as the sum of a deviatoric and a volumetric

part:
Cr = 3k;K+ 2u;J; Cp = 3k K + 20, (7.10)

where k;, py, km and p,, are the bulk moduli and shear moduli of the inclusion and matrix,

respectively; J and K are the deviatoric and volumetric part of the fourth order unit tensor3.
In addition the assumption of spherical inclusions implies for the Eshelby tensor:

Sk = gmJ 4+ ™K (7.11)
where

= B8kt 4p,) . Bk o+ 4,
A combination of (7.8), (7.9), (7.10) and (7.11) for each inclusion phase leads to an isotropic

macroscopic elasticity tensor which can be expressed through the following estimates for the

3This partition is based on the partition of the fourth order unit tensor I = J+K with Ijjr = 2 (6651 + 8ubji)
and Kiju = %6,36% Then the following relations hold: K:1=1,J:1=0, K:D=0,J: D =D, where D is
the deviator of a symetric second order tensor [160].
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homogenized bulk and shear moduli (see Table 7.1):
-1
kfom = zr:frkr (Avest),, = ;frkr (1 +a™ (:—; - 1)) (7.13)
k, -1
{zf, (10 (1)) }
est _ d,est — m ﬁ _ o
B = D it <A >w = Zfru,, (1 + (# 1)) (7.14)
-1
m [ Hr
(1 Lo |
[z (e (=) ]

where <A”’“t> and (Ad’53t> are the volumetric and the deviatoric part of the localiza-

tion tensor (A), = (A” 55t> K+ <Ad “t> J, which are estimated by <A"’“t> = a?®" and

-1

-1

(Adesty = a®*** | developed in Table 7.1. The previous relation simplifies in the case of only

one inclusion embedded in a matrix phase to:

kest kr — km
Kom _ 4 7.15
e I e T ) k= T) (7.15)
est
Mhom Hr — /J'm
= 1+ - 7.16
. I - ) (=T (7.16)

where f7 is the volume fraction of the inclusions. Finally, from the homogenized bulk and shear

moduli, the Young’s modulus and Poisson’s ratio can be determined from:

pest _ Kot e _ Skiom — 2ufee, (7.17)
hom Bkﬁﬁn ﬁ?fm » “hom GkﬁSt + 2M}el-(5)tm

7.2.2 Elastic Properties on Levels I and II

On Level I, the two types of C-S-H are considered with volume fractions f, and fa. The
elastic properties of both types of C-S-H, E,, Ej, v, and vg, respectively, were measured by
Constantinides [37] in the leached and unleached state. Their values are reported as input
parameters for a w/c = 0.5 cement paste in Tables 7.2 and 7.3 along with the values for the

volume fractions. The stiffness difference between the two C-S-H types and the difference in
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Determination of the localization tensor for the MT scheme with isotropic phases
and spherical inclusions.

Ast = [I+SEh: (Cp:C, - 1)) <[11+SEsh (C5t:C, — 11)]"1>_1
The matrix is the reference medium: Cy = C,y;

All phases are considered isotropic: Cp, = 3k K + 21,05 C, = 3k, K + 24,.J

Therefore the inverse reads: C,;,! = ﬁK + ﬁ.ﬂ

And Gl C, = £ EK+E2T; cyt (Cr_]I=<ﬁr._ >K+(ﬁi_1)3
In the case of spherical 1nc1us10ns SEsh = g™] + a™K

Therefore: SE# : ((C’ :C, — ]I) =a™ (k%‘: - 1) K+4+6™ (f: — 1) J
and 1+85% : (€51 : €~ 1) = (1+a™ (£ - 1)) K+ (1457 (£=-1))3

the inverse of which is: (l + a™ (kﬁf’: - 1)) K+ (1 + g™ ( - 1>>—1 J

Given that the properties are constant in space, the volume average of this expression reads:
(485 (G5 &~ D] ) =5, [(1 +am (- 1)>—1K+ (1+6m (2= - 1))—1«]1]
The inverse of which reads: B B

= (e (=) 7] e 2 (1eem (- D)7 g

The localization tensor A%t for isotropic phases and spherical inclusions
reduces to: A, = ge“K—{—ar est]

o = (1 (1)) 5.5 (00 (2 0) ]
= o () ()

-1

Table 7.1: Localization tensor for the Mori-Tanaka scheme with spherical inclusions and
isotropic phases.
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Undegraded Output
Input [GPa] MT Loc. Factors | Elastic Prop. [GPa]
Level ] | E, =21.7,E5 = 29.4 a%®" = 1.051 Egts ;=238
a=vg =024 ag®" = 0.881 vety =024
fu=03,f3=07 a%est = 1.047 kgts_y =152
ko =13.9, k5 = 18.8 a¥® = 0.891 ugts g =96
to = 8.8, ug =119
Level Il | Ec_s_u, Ecy = 38 ag e i =1.008 | Egt, =235
vo—s—u, ven = 0.31 a’ = 0.612 vest . =0.25
fo—s—u = 0.86, forr = 0.11 | apsy = 2.208
kom = 33.3 ZCS: q=0993 | k%t =154
fien = 14.5 a%E = 0.793 psst =94

d t
a2l = 1.952

Table 7.2: Results from the micromechanical modeling of the elastic properties in the unleached
state for Levels I and II [37].

Asymptotically Degraded

Qutput

| Input|GPa] MT Loc. Factors | Elastic Prop.[GPa]

Level ] | E, =3.0,E5 = 12.0 ag®” = 1.229 Egs y=43
Vo =vg =024 ”est = 0.467 Vet =024
fo=03,f3=07 d‘”t =1.218 kete g =27
ko =139,k = 188 d“" = 0.492 pEte g =17
Ho = 8.8, 5 =11.9

Level Il | Eq gy age_y=0.802 [ Est =128
ve-s-u Gide =174 | vgl,,, =023
Fo—s—H = 0.79, fuoids = 0.21 | af®% 1 =0.831 | k%!, =1.73

(\fo(izts = 1.636 'u‘%’séste =11

Table 7.3: Results from the micromechanical modeling of the elastic properties in the leached
state for Levels I and II [37].
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volume fractions, makes the application of the MT scheme attractive. Application of (7.15)
through (7.17) delivers the estimates for the homogeneous elasticity parameters of the C-S-H
matrix given in Table 7.2 and 7.3.

On Level II, we consider a C-S-H matrix with Portlandite inclusions and voids. The C-S-H
matrix becomes the reference medium for the MT scheme while the Portlandite inclusions and
the voids are treated individually as inclusions. Tables 7.2 and 7.3 report the input data for
the leached and unleached material state. The elastic properties of Portlandite are based on
measurements by Beaudoin [14] and Wittmann [155]. The volume fractions were estimated by
Constantinides [37] for the cement paste tested in this study. The change in volume fraction
of the C-S-H in the degraded state corresponds to the creation of a macroporosity associated
with the C-S-H decalcification (see Section 2.3.2). Application of (7.13), (7.14) and (7.17)
yields estimates for the Young’s modulus of the intact and homogeneously leached cement
paste reported in Tables 7.2 and 7.3. These estimates compare well to the experimentally
obtained values (see Table 2.5)%. With the micromechanical techniques in place and a good
comparison with the experimental data, Constantinides also estimated the elastic properties of
a cement paste in which only the Portlandite has been dissolved but the C-S-H are intact [37].
In such a case the homogenization of Level I remains unchanged as in the undegraded case. On
Level 11, the volume fraction of Portlandite becomes zero and the void volume fraction increases
correspondingly. Table 7.4 summarizes the input data and the result for the Young’s modulus

as Equations (7.15) through (7.17) are applied.

7.2.3 Hervé-Zaoui Scheme

At Level III, the representation of the material as individual inclusions in a matrix is no more
adequate. The ITZ is expected to influence considerably the homogenized elastic properties.
To enhance the representation, we use the Hervé-Zaoui (HZ) scheme. The HZ scheme describes
an infinite domain consisting of n+1 inclusions. In the case of cement-based materials at Level
111, n is equal to three. The three inclusions are the aggregate, the surrounding ITZ and the

cement paste matrix. The n+1=/th layer corresponds to the homogenized material, which is

1A difference to the model originally presented by Constantinides & Ulm exists with respect to the fluid: In
contrast to Constantinides & Ulm, we determine drained elastic properties and neglect the stiffness of the water
phase.
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Only CH dissolved Output
Input [GPa] MT Loc. Factors | Elastic Prop. [GPa]
Level] | E, =21.7,E3 = 29.4 aw®t = 1.051 Eg'q =238
Ve =vg =024 ag®” = 0.881 vo_s—u = 0.24
fa=0.3,f3=0.7 a%® = 1.047 kts_ g = 15.2
afé’“t = 0.891 llésis_H =9.6
Level 1T | Ec_s-1 oSy =0.857 | Bg, =179
VC_s-H aves = 1.878 vest . =0.23
fo—s—H = 0.86, fuoids = 0.14 | a5™% . =0.881 | k%L, =11.2
G =1732 [ pl, =73

Table 7.4: Results from the micromechanical modeling of the elastic properties for the inter-
mediate leaching state in which only Portlandite dissolved [37]

the reference material in this scheme. Accordingly, the HZ scheme belongs to the family of
Self Consistent schemes. The representation is shown in Figure 7-2. The different spheres are
characterized by their radius, Ry (9 € [1, 3] is the subscript used in this section for the different
phases, 1 = Aggregate, 2 = ITZ, 3 = matrix); and the volume fractions of the different phases

are given by:

R} _Rg—l_ Ry

f6=T§—,R—3—

3

7]
> fi 0€(1,3 (7.18)
i=1

where V = 27 R} is the reference volume. To determine the localization tensors Ag(x) (Equation
(7.6)), a boundary value problem (BVP) has to be solved which yields the microscopic strains as
functions of the macroscopically applied strains. The BVP is different from Eshelby’s problem

because several layered inclusions are considered in the infinite domain.

Hervé-Zaoui’s Solution of the BVP

We briefly recall here the solution elements provided by Hervé & Zaoui [65]. We consider the

homogeneous deformation condition (7.4) at infinity in spherical coordinates:

8Q€d gi=E.x = (T%Q + ~rsin® 9 cos 2¢> e, + yrsini) cos 1 cos 2¢ey,

— rsintsin 2¢e, (7.19)
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Figure 7-2: Geometrical representation of Hervé-Zaoui scheme applied to Level III (mortar,
concrete).
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For the volumetric displacement at infinity, the displacement field is purely radial
and reads:
5.0) = Fg’l’ + %
The constants Fy and Gy are determined from the displacement and stress continuity
between the phases. This can be written in the following compact form:
Jo (Rg) Vo = Jo+1 (Rp) Voi1
where Vg = [Fy Gyg]”, andJg (Rg) is given by:

1
r >z
Jo (Rp) = 7
o= g G |
The previous relations allow the successive determination of the constants in phase 6 + 1

from the ones determined before in phase 8 :
Vi1 =NV NO = 371, (Rg) o (Rs)
which gives the possibility to express all unknown coefficients with respect to the first phase:
Vo1 =QOV; QO = ngl N;

Carrying out this operation for the considered three phase representation yields:
(6-1)

Fy F. 11 A
Vo = = B [ Fy=2
? ( Gy ) lei ( 591—1) e 3

Table 7.5: Hervé-Zaoui’s solution for a volumetric displacement {65].

in which the first term is purely volumetric with A9 a constant, and where e, is the radial unit
vector. The other terms correspond to a purely deviatoric displacement. Tables 7.6 and 7.5
recall the solution of the BVP due to Hervé and Zaoui [65].

With these solutions for the displacements in each phase in hand, the microscopic strain in

phase 8 is evaluated from the standard strain-displacement relation:
eo(z) = % (V €0+ tV-ﬁ(")) (7.20)

In the volumetric loading case, application of (7.20) yields the volumetric localization coefficients

for the Hervé-Zaoui-scheme

(A%),, = Ag° = (7.21)
and for the deviatoric loading, the deviatoric localization factor reads:

21 R} — RS -
Ad = Ad,est — - o 9 9——1 b 722
(4, =4 = - S (7.22)
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For the deviatoric loading case, the components of the displacement field in the REV
read in spherical coordinates
O = yl® () sin? 1 cos 2¢
5(0) Ug))( ) sin¢ cos 1) cos 2¢
f Uég) (r) sin ) sin 2¢,

with
(8) _6vg 3 3  B—dwg 1 ag
) " 3""T3 T be
14
A0 Il I T 7, o
6 _ v —
Uy L v ™ dg

The constants ag, by, cg and dg are determined through four independent displacement and
stress continuity conditions between the phases. These conditions are written in the compact

form: Lg(Rg) . Wg = L0+1 (Rg_H) - Wg_H
where Wy = [ ag bg cg dp ]T, and Lg(r) is given by:
i 76252 2 %2 ?:329;17
e I L
/Jg 1—2V9#9T T_5,'L9 1- 2119 r3
po —Tpluer®  Rp 2 e by

The previous relations allow the successive determination of the constants in layer 6 4 1
from the one determined before in layer §:
Woy1 = MO Wy, MO =L (Ry) - Lo(Rp)
This gives the possibility to express all unknown coefficients with respect to phase 1:
Wy = P® - Wiy P® = Hg=1 M(j)(Rj)
Carrying out this operation for the three layered inclusion delivers the following explicit
solution for the sought constants:

.

I Pz(g(’;)
bg _ —
W, = = o] Pe-1) . 21
"\ e | T VE(RRD-ATED) 0
dg 0

Given the linearity of Wy with respect to «, it is convenient to work with the normalized

constants Wy = Wy /vy = [ Gg by Tp dg ]T

Table 7.6: Hervé-Zaoui’s solution for deviatoric displacement loading [65].
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The coefficients Fy, @y and by are given in Table 7.5 and 7.6. In their original paper, Hervé
and Zaoui determined the homogenized elastic properties by enforcing the equivalence of the
average strains with the results for phase n + 1. This can equivalently be expressed through
the stress averages. The volumetric part of the macroscopic stress reads:

1 1 v,est
Y= 5f,rZ) = <§tra'> (kotreg) Z foko (treq),, Z fokg Ay~ trE =kpontrE  (7.23)

which yields for the macroscopic bulk modulus:
khom = D _ foke Ay (7.24)
[
The deviatoric part of the macroscopic stress reads:

S =X — Xl = (sp) = (2up€s) ZQfoue (€6) s Z 2 fougAg e E? = 20 B (7.25)

where €g = g9 — — €g1 is the microscopic strain deviator, with e = treg, while E¢=E - %trEl

is its macroscopic equivalent. For the macroscopic shear modulus it follows:

Fhom = 3 _ fottgAg™* (7.26)
[

7.2.4 Elastic Properties on Level III

The HZ-scheme is used to upscale the elastic properties of Level III. In contrast to Levels I
and II, on Level III the elastic properties of the ITZ are unknown. We therefore attempt to
determine these properties by an inverse analysis comparing the micromechanical results with
the experimental values obtained for mortars by Constantinides [37]. Similar attempts, but for
different representations, have been made before by Ramesh et al. [119], Lutz and Zimmerman
[88], Lutz et al. [87], Li et al. [86] and more recently by Hashin and Monteiro [62].

The volume fractions of the phases are the following: The aggregates (sand) make up for
roughly 50% of the volume. For the ITZ, based on the SEM micrographs of the ITZ (Figure
7-3), we assume a thickness of D = 20 um which corresponds to typically observed sizes of the

ITZ [96, 107]. Assuming a constant thickness of the ITZ for all aggregates, the volume fraction
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Unleached Leached
E [GPa] [ v [1] | k [GPa] | 1 [GPa] | E [GPa] | v [1] | k [GPa] | u [GPa]
Mortar (from [38]) 25.1 022 | 15.1 10.2 4.8 0.20 2.6 1.9
Sand 62.5 021 | 359 25.8 62.5 0.21 35.9 25.8
Paste 23.5 0.25 15.4 9.4 2.8 0.23 1.7 1.1
ITZ (inverse analysis) 9.4 0.25 6.0 3.7 1.3 0.23 0.8 0.5

Table 7.7: Results from the homogenization at Level III for the ITZ stiffness

of the ITZ can be determined using the grading curve of the sand (Figure 4-1) from:

frrg _ [P Viez, [ D )3_
7 —/0 v dm—/0 {<1+r(m) 1| dm (7.27)

where f is the total volume fraction of the aggregates. Application of (7.27) yields 30% for the

ITZ volume fraction. Application of (7.24) and (7.26) with the determined volume fractions
and the known elastic properties of paste (Tables 7.2 and 7.3) and the aggregates (Table 7.7)
leads to the elastic properties of the ITZ. Table 7.7 shows the obtained values. In the case of
the unleached mortar, the ITZ has 40% of the paste’s stiffness, while in the leached case this
ratio is 45%. This difference is small and suggests that the ITZ undergoes a degradation during
leaching process similar to the paste, as far as the elasticity is concerned, despite the higher

Portlandite content in the ITZ (Section 2.3.4).

7.3 Homogenization of the Biot Coefficient

Given the porous structure of unleached and leached materials, the determination of the Biot
coefficients at the different levels of the microstructure is of interest. In section 6.5, we showed
that leached materials become extremely pressure sensitive, such that their behavior obeys
the effective stress concept. The question, however, is whether the effective stress concept is
related to the validity of the effective stress concept in the elastic range or whether it is due
to the pressure sensitivity related to plastic deformation. The first would correspond to a Biot
coefficient close to one. The second to a Coussy coefficient 8 = 1 (see Eq. (5.18)). In this
section, we want to apply the micromechanical techniques presented before to estimate the

Biot coefficient at the different levels of the microstructure. This approach will allow us also
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Figure 7-3: SEM micrograph of the Interfacial Transition Zone (ITZ) of a calcium depleted
mortar, with sand inclusion (left) and matrix (right).

(1) to trace the influence of the leaching process and (2) to evaluate the influence of aggregates.
To this end we first develop a general micromechanical approach for an n- phase solid with a
saturated porosity. In a second step, we specify the representation as we apply the approach

to the different levels of the microstructure.

7.3.1 Introduction

The theory of porous media in which the Biot coefficients have their place, deals with the
interaction of the fluid pressure in the pore space and the solid phase. We have evoked this
theory throughout the experimental part of this study, particularly in Section 5.2.4. The effect
of the pore pressure on behavior of the porous medium has been addressed first by Terzaghi
[143] in the context of a consolidation theory and was expanded by Biot [19], Gassmann [55] and
Skemtpon [135]. The micromechanical treatment of poromechanical problems is more recent
and due to Dormieux [45] and Lemarchand [84].

Building on these works, we consider an REV that is composed of the pore space with

Lagrangian porosity ¢ and NN solid phases of volume fractions fy,# = 1, N and the respective
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volumes wyg. The REV is subjected to the regular displacement boundary condition (7.4).
Furthermore, at the interface between the fluid phase and a solid phase, the stress continuity
reads:

ondws:o-n=-—pn (7.28)

where dwy is the boundary of the fluid phase with outward unit normal vector n and p is the

fluid pressure. The microscopic stress in the REV can be written in the form:
9= (1-n)Cs:e9 —npl (7.29)
where 7 =1 in wy and 17 = 0 in the solid volume wg—y n.

7.3.2 Decomposition of the Poroelastic Problem

Following Lemarchand’s proposal [84], we decompose the poroelastic problem in two sub-

problems:

1. In the first sub-problem denoted with ’, we consider an empty porous system (p = 0)
subjected to the macroscopic deformation at the boundary (7.4). Taking the stress average

of (7.29) in this case gives:
N
' / 1
5 =(a>9=5/0(1—77)(39:sng=Zf9(C9:(A)wB:E (7.30)
6=1

where we use the linear strain localization relation (7.6), and where (A) is the vol-
ume average of the localization tensor over the individual solid volume wg, that can be

approximated by Eshelby’s solution (7.8), i.e. (A), = Ag®

we

2. In the second sub-problem, the REV is considered to be subjected to a zero-strain (E = 0)

and to a pore pressure p, for which the stress average of (7.29) yields:

N
Y = (0"}, = Z fa ("), — opl (7.31)
=1

Since p is the only loading of the micromechanical system, and since the system is assumed
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to behave linear elastic, it follows that o is linearly related to p, as is the volume average

(") This is expressed by introduction of the Biot tensor B:

(0")q = —pB (7.32)
Superposition of (7.30) and (7.31) leads to the classical poroelastic state equation [41]:
N
E=(0")q+(0")q = Chom: E—1B; Chom = Y _ fsCs : (A),, (7.33)
6=1

where Cjom is the drained elasticity tensor which we determined in Section 7.2 for cement-based

materials.

7.3.3 Determination of the Biot Tensor

The remaining task to determine the Biot tensor requires to clarify the link between Biot tensor
and the microscopic stresses. To this end, we use a result obtained by Levin in the context of
thermal stresses [85], that links a microscopic ‘prestress’, here o? = —npl in Eq. (7.29), to a

macroscopic ‘prestress’, here £ = —pB in Eq. (7.33):
3P =—pB=(0":A)g=—(npl: A)g = —pl: ¢ (A),, (7.34)

In addition, use in (7.34) of the consistency condition (A), =1« ¢ (A),, =1- S fo (A,

yields the Biot tensor in the form:
N
B=1:¢(a), =1: (H > fo (A\)we) (7.35)
=1
In the isotropic case for which (A4), = (4"), K+ <Ad>wo J, expression (7.35) simplifies to:

N
B=0b1;b=¢(4%),, =1-) fo(A%),, (7.36)
=1

where b is the Biot coefficient. Expressions (7.35) and (7.36) reduce the determination of the

Biot tensor to the determination of the strain localization tensors of N elastic solid phases. The
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application to the three-level microstructure of cement-based materials is shown next.

7.4 Estimation of the Biot Coefficients of Cement-Based Mate-

rials

In the context of cement-based materials, only material levels need to be considered at which
the material has a porosity filled with water that exerts a pressure. This is the case for Levels
11 and III. By contrast at Level I no consideration is necessary as the intrinsic C-S-H porosity
is of a size that only a few water molecules are present between the C-S-H sheets. The water
in the gel porosity of the C-S-H is neglected because it is chemically or physically bound to the
solid (see Section 2.2.5 and Table 4.3).

7.4.1 Level II: Cement paste

At Level II, the cement paste is composed of the four unhydrated clinker phases (if the water-

cement ratio is low), the C-S-H matrix, the Portlandite, and the saturated porosity.

Volume fractions
In the undegraded state, the volume fractions are:
4
o=1-f8su~fou—) fi (7.37)
i=1

where the sum is over the unhydrated clinker phases. In turn, in the asymptotically leached
state, the Portlandite is entirely dissolved and the volume it occupied is entirely added to the
porosity as chemical porosity, along with some porosity created by the decalcification of the

C-S-H (see Section 2.3.2), ¢, = fou + f&_s_g — f& g_u, We have:

4
boo =0+ 8% =1— s 1~ Z fi (7.38)

=1
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Representation and Localization

The initial and the chemical porosity are assumed to belong to the same pore family, that is
they have the same morphology (spherical pores). Assuming isotropy of all involved phases, the
volume strain localization of the different phases obey the following relation; in the undegraded

state:

4
D0 (A ) poigs = 1 = fE-8-1 (A o_g_u — o (A oy — D Fi{A"),, (7.39)

=1

and in the degraded state:

4
(B0 + 85) (A poias = 1 = F& 51 (A uog e = D Fi (A%, (7.40)
i=1

where (A”)wj ,J = f,C—S—H,i = 1,4 denote the volume averages of the volumetric strain
localization factors of the involved solid phases. The C-S-H phase has by far the largest volume
fraction and considerably poorer elastic properties than the other phases. Consistent with the

homogenization of the elasticity properties (see Section 7.2). We apply the MT scheme.

Poroelastic Properties

The two poroelastic properties at stake at Level II are the drained homogenized bulk modulus,

khom, and the Biot coefficient b. The first is given by (7.33) the second by (7.35), and read here:

o In the undegraded state (superscript 0):

4
kgom = k(()l‘—S—Hv fg—S—H <Av>wc_s_H + kCH : fCH <Av>wCH + Z f"'k" (Av>w,; (7'41)
=1
4
W =1-f0 s u(A%ug ¢y = for (A%g, — D Fi (A%, (7.42)
i=1
e In the degraded state (superscript oo):
4
Ko = k&-s-m; f&ls-m (A)ug o, + D fili (A7), (743)

i=1
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4
b =1— 1 w(A e s — D Fi (A, (7.44)
=1

The bulk modulus of the unleached and leached paste was estimated in Section 7.2, by

approximating the volumetric strain localization factors (4”),, by the Eshelby estimate devel-

w

v,est

oped in Table 7.1, that is (4”), = a;™". The same is employed here for the determination
of the Biot coefficients of the leached and unleached cement paste. More precisely, for a high
w/c—cement paste, for which all clinker phases have been hydrated (ie. fi = 0,4 = 1..4). A
combination of the bulk modulus expressions (7.41) and (7.43) with respectively (7.42) and
(7.44) delivers:

Khom Y k
W=1- 3 hom g% fon (1 - CH ) (7.45)
C-S-H C-5-H
k
B =1 — o (7.46)
kC—S—H

where afy is the volumetric localization coefficient estimated from the MT scheme (see Table

7.1). Use of the numerical values of Table 7.2 and 7.3 delivers:

W=1- %; —0.612 x 0.11 (1 - %?) = 0.07 (7.47)
- 1.7
b =155 =037 (7.48)

The homogenization scheme predicts a strong increase of the Biot coefficient through the degra-
dation process. The value indicates also that in elasticity some strong interaction between fluid
pressure and macroscopic stress takes place. By contrast, the homogenization procedure does
not deliver a Biot coefficient close to one. This supports the analysis in section 5.2.4, stating
that the validity of the effective stress concept is rather a statement about strength properties
than elastic properties.

Finally, we are interested in the evolution of the Biot coefficient between its initial state
and the asymptotically leached state. When the Portlandite dissolves (while the C-S-H remains
intact), the poroelastic properties in this intermediate state are obtained analogous to (7.43)
and (7.44),

Ko = (1= (90 + ¢%)) ko—s-11 (A"} s (7.49)
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k—CH 11.2
kY o n 15.2

where superscript — CH stands for the dissolution of Portlandite. The evaluation shows that
the Portlandite dissolution accounts for the larger part of the increase of the Biot coeflicient in

the leaching process.

7.4.2 Level III: Mortar and Concrete

At Level IT1, we consider the REV composed of a cement-paste matrix, inclusions, and the ITZ,
hence as a three solid phase composite material without a distinct porosity. Focus of this section
is the effect of the inclusions on the Biot coefficient. In a first step, we reduce the problem to
a two-phase solid system, composed of a porous cement-paste matrix and inclusions, ignoring
the effect of the ITZ. In second step, we will include the ITZ.

Effect of Inclusions on the Biot Coefficient of Mortar and Concrete

We return to the very definition of the Biot coefficient, starting from (7.29):
oo=(1-1)Cp:e9+0"; 0P =—npl (7.51)

where 77 = 0 in any solid phase, and n = 1 in any pore space. Decomposing the poroelastic

problem into the two sub-problems yields:

1. For the empty porous system (p = 0 — o = 0) subjected to ¢% = E-x at the boundary of
Level I1I, the stress average is given still by (7.30), and leads to the homogenized stiffness

tensor:

N
2 =(o'),=Cith B Clth=>_ foCo: (A),, (7.52)
6=1

This stiffness tensor can be determined by using the concentration factors and stiffness

tensors of the phases defined at Level I1I:

fm (B),,,, + fr(A),, =1 (7.53)

where we determine the localization tensors through application of the solution from the
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HZ scheme given in Table 7.6.

2. The unstrained material system subjected in the porosity of the matrix phase to a pore

pressure p:

¥ =01-f1)(e"),, + ("), (7.54)

Considering (7.51) in (7.54) we find:
2 = (1= )", +f1{e"),, — (1~ fi)¢'pL =—-pB (7.55)

where fr is the inclusion volume fraction and stress X" is the macroscopic eigenstress at

level III.

Taking Levin’s formula (7.34), to relate the macroscopic eigenstress —pB and the micro-

scopic eigenstress o = —npl, we find for B:
B=(1: A= (1— fr) (71 :A),, + i1 A), = (1= f)1:(nA),,  (7.56)

Equation (7.56) provides a means to estimate the effect of the aggregates on the Biot tensor.
There are different ways of evaluating (7.56). We choose to assume that the strain localization
tensor in the matrix is constant, that is, it is the same in the solid and the porosity of the
matrix. This is, in other words, a mixture rule employed at Level IT of the matrix but respects

the separation-of-scale-condition®. The hypothesis reads:
H: (nA)y,, = (M, Av = 0" Ay (7.57)

where ¢! = ¢!11/ (1 — f1) is the porosity at level II. Using this hypothesis in (7.56) yields for
B:
B=(1-f)¢71: Ay =¢"1: (11 —f1 (A)w) (7.58)

Equation (7.58) reveals two points of particular interest:

SThat is, given the difference in size between Level II and Level I11, it is appropriate on Level III, to consider
in a first approximation, the same strain in the solid phase and the porosity, particularly for the small porosity
in the undegraded state.
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o It leads, if we assume the mixture rule for all involved phases, that is (A), =1, to the

easily checked lower bound estimate of the Biot tensor:

Vo:(A),, =I=B=¢T(1-f)1 (7.59)

w

This result involves two strong assumptions, i.e. (7.57) and (7.59) but reproduces clearly
the increasing effect of a porosity on level II; and the inverse for the effects of aggregates

on Level III on the Biot tensor.

e With (7.57), the homogenized stiffness tensor reads for the two-phase system:

Chom = Cm+ f1(C1 = Cm) : (A),, (7.60)
which allows one to recast (7.58) in the form:
B=¢"1:(I-(Cr-Cm) ™" (CllE, - Cnm) ) (7.61)

This expression is of a very similar format as the standard expressions of the two-phase

system and reduces in the isotropic case tof:

kIII —k
B=b1;b= ¢/l |1 “hom ™M (7.62)
ki — km

Evaluating (7.62) numerically yields for the intact state:

S L 15.1 — 15.4
b2 =@l (1~ "hom __m) _ 1- ") =0 .
mortar = @ < ey 0.03 x o154 ) =008 (7.63)
and in the asymptotically degraded state:
kR — kS 2.6 —1.7
b ey =P [1——hom _"m ) o1 (12—~ ) =0, .
mortar = ¢ ( by — o 0.21 x 917 =020 (7.64)

%Eq. (7.61) reduces to (7.59), if we employ the mixture formula C{L = C,, + fr (Cr —Cn).
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while for the case where only the Portlandite has been leached:

,k—CH _ p—CH 11.83 —11.2
BCH ! (1 - %) =0.14 x (1 — %) =014  (7.65)

These values show a strong influence of the aggregates on the Biot coefficient. Compared
with the paste, the mortar shows roughly 50% of the value of the paste’s Biot coefficient,
both for the leached and unleached case. In addition, the effect of the Portlandite disso-
lution is found to dominate the evolution of the Biot coefficient. The leaching process has
some effect on the Biot coefficient, an increase from 0.03 to 0.2 is predicted. In general,
however, in the mortars/concrete the effect of the pore pressure on the elastic macroscopic

stress appears to be small, given the large inclusion volume fraction.

Effect of the ITZ on the Biot Coefficient of Mortar and Concrete

To refine the analysis, we want to study the influence of the ITZ on the Biot coefficient. The

HT% = wy,rrz/wrrz and the matrix porosity o'l = wemM/wir-

porosity in the ITZ is given by
This leads us back to the originally considered three-phase composite system (Matrix, ITZ,
Inclusion), of which two-phases are porous solid phases with a porosity that manifests itself at
a lower scale. The homogenized elasticity tensor for this system has been determined in Section
7.2 from:

CLll =Cm + firz (Cirz — Cm) : (A),,,.., + f1(C1 — Cr) = (A),, (7.66)

where Crrz is the stiffness tensor of the ITZ which occupies the volume fraction frrz =
wirz/Q =1—(fim + f1) in the REV Q; and (A),, _ is the strain localization tensor of the I'TZ
which was given through the solution of the HZ scheme.

For the derivation of the Biot tensor we assume that the pressure developing in the ITZ-
porosity is the same as in the matrix porosity. Under this assumption, the Biot tensor is

obtained analogously to reads (7.56) from:

B/ =1: (pA)q=1: [ f (0, + frrz (m)wm] (7.67)
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Employing an analogous hypothesis as (7.57), that is:

He (nA)y, = ¢ (A, ; (MA),,.. =¢"TZ(A),,., (7.68)

we can rewrite (7.67) with the help of the consistency condition (A)g =1I in the form:

B =1 [¢” (]I -1 <A\‘>w1> + frrz (877 — ¢') (MWTZ] (7.69)

Finally, if we express fr (A),, in (7.69) by the expression given by (7.66), the Biot tensor can

wr

be developed in the form:
BIII = Bgn.ortar + fITZ (Bf%Z + ¢ITZ1) : (A>WITZ (770)

where BY, ... is the expression of the Biot tensor (7.61), developed for the two phase system,

and BIL, is of a similar form as (7.61) reading:
Bif; = ¢"'1: [T~ (C1 = Cn) ™" : (Cirz - Cm)] (7.71)

For the case of an isotropic material with isotropic phases, (7.70) simplifies to:

BIII — bIII].; bIII:b?n,ortar + fITZ (b§f11’1Z + ¢ITZ) <Av>w,TZ (772)
with
kr — kil kiTz = km
Bmortar = 61 (ﬁ) s birg = ' (m (7.73)

Expressions (7.72) and (7.73) is used to evaluate the Biot coefficients for the unleached and
leached mortar. Employing the values from Table 7.2 and 7.3 and the localization factor for
the ITZ from the HZ scheme, (see Table 7.8) yields for the Biot coefficients in the intact and
degraded state b(I)I T =0.04 and bg’ = (.35, respectively. A comparison with the values obtained
for the two phase system (i.e. b}! = 0.03 and bl = 0.20) shows that the influence of the ITZ
is considerable in relative terms. However, the total value of the Biot coefficient for mortars
remains small. On the other hand, the Biot coefficient of the mortar in the asymptotically

degraded state is virtually the same as for the paste. Finally, for purpose of completeness, the
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Input [GPa] | HZ Loc. Factors | Output

Undegraded | ¢’/ = 0.03, firz = 0.3 - bi2., = —0.014
kr = 35.9 - 80 rtar = 0-03
KT =151 - bI1T = 0.04
kpy = 6.0 (AY),  =1.846
km = 15.4 -

Degraded | ¢Xf =0.21, firz =03 |- by = —0.006
k= 35.9 - o rtar = 0-204
koo™ = 2.6 - bl =0.35
k3, = 0.8 (A0 =2310
k2 = 1.7 -

Intermediate | ¢!y = 0.14, firz = 0.3 bﬁi%o = —0.038
ky©H =359 b H = 0.134
B " =123 VIL, =0.19
k=45 (A°) ) =1.946
k2CH =11.2

Table 7.8: Biot coeficients for Level I11, considering the ITZ.

Biot coefficient for the intermediate leaching state is bEéH =0.19.

7.5 Homogenization of the Biot Modulus for Cementitious Ma-

terials

In the elastic theory of porous media [41], besides the drained elasticity tensor Chom and the
Biot coefficient tensor B, the Biot Modulus M is a third important material property that affects

the change in porosity [41]:
¢—¢0:B;E+§ (7.74)

State equation (7.74) is a generalization of (5.20). The micromechanical background of expres-
sion (7.74) was provided by Dormieux [45], by considering an REV with a fluid phase (volume

wy) and a solid phase (volume w, = Q — wy) for which:

¢— ¢0 =¢l: (€>voids (775)
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The Biot modulus M is obtained by considering, analogously to Section 7.3, superposition of the

following two sub-problems:

1. For the empty porous system (p = 0) subjected to the regular displacement boundary
condition (7.4), using the strain localization condition (7.6), and the general definition of

the Biot tensor (7.35), yields:
p=0; (p—g) =¢1:(e') ., =¢1:(A)u,:E=B:E (7.76)

2. The second sub-problem, that is the zero-deformation boundary value problem (E = 0)
subjected at the solid-fluid interface to the pressure boundary condition (7.28), leads to
the definition of the Biot modulus M:

E=0; (9—60)" =¢1: (" )y, = 3 (7.77)

To determine M, we note that ¢ (¢’)
problem (E = 0), and that (")
(7.32) deliver f, (0”), = —p(B — ¢1); and we can write for the Biot modulus:

£

voids = —Js <5”>w3’ with f; = ws/Q, in this sub-
, = c;l: <0-”>w3' Furthermore, relations (7.31) and

w

% =1:C;1: (B-¢1) (7.78)

Eq. (7.78) holds for the classical two phase (solid-fluid) porous material only. In the case

of isotropic behavior of the phases it reads:

_b=¢ (7.79)

where b is the Biot coefficient and & the bulk modulus of the solid phase.

The presented concept can be extended to N— solid phases (with index 8), by considering

that the porosity change reads in such a situation:

N N
E=0; (6-60)" =-1: fo(e"),, =-1:2 feCi': ("), (7.80)
=1

6=1
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Relations (7.31) and (7.32) together with expression (7.35) of the Biot coefficient tensor for N~

solid phases deliver a means of expressing (o), in (7.80); that is:

N

= =5 fo(o"),, = ("), =p1: ((A)we - 11) (7.81)

6=1

N
e S5 )
=1

Using (7.81) in (7.80) yields the Biot modulus for the N—solid phase porous material in the

form:

% —=1: f: £5C5 (1 : (II— (A)we)) (7.82)
6=1

This expression reduces to (7.79) for N = 1; and 1/M — 0 for the application of a mixture rule

((A),,, =I). In the case of isotropic phases, (7.82) reads:

N
1 1-(4%),
i E fe)——}{l_-g——i (7.83)
=1
7.5.1 Application to Level I1

For the unleached paste, application of (7.83) reads:

1 Ir 1— (Av)w 1— (AY WC—5~
(—) = feu—]— + fo-s-m Auo-s-n (7.84)
M/ kcu kc-s-u

which yields, using the values from Table 7.2 including the MT scheme solution for the local-

ization factors:

1-0.612 1-1.008\\ ~*
I7
M ..<0.11 2333 T 08655 ) = 1170 GPa (7.85)

Applying (7.79) to a leached cement paste, we find:

2.7
M= = 20GP 7.86
= g% (1—os3)  20CFa (7.86)

Finally, in the case where only the Portlandite has been leached we find in the same way:

1— (AY -1 0. -1
Mlon = | fo-s-n Wocs-n) " _ (5,86129857\ " _ 194 pa (7.87)
ko—s—n 15.2
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These results show that the Biot modulus decreases strongly with leaching, and particularly

that the main change of M is associated with the dissolution of the Portlandite.

7.5.2 Application to Level III

For an application at Level III, the estimation for the Biot modulus needs to be adapted slightly.
We consider as phases the aggregates, ITZ and the porous matrix. The total porosity change
is due to the porosity change in the matrix and in the ITZ. Generalizing (7.77) this change in

porosity in sub-problem 2 is expressed by:

E=0; (¢—d)f=1: (ne")g =1: [fm (ne"),, + Frzz (ne"),,.,| =57 (789)

where 7 = 1 in any pore (in the matrix or ITZ), and n = 0 elsewhere. The change in porosity at
the scale of the matrix (Level II) and at the level of the ITZ can be related to the Biot moduli

at these scales, that is:
/! _ p . I/ _ p
<TI€ >Wm - ﬁ‘ff’ <775 >WITZ - MITZ (789)

Use of (7.89) in (7.88) provides a means of evaluating the Biot modulus on Level III:

1 fm | frrz

MIIT — MIT T WITZ

(7.90)

Relation (7.90) is based on the assumption that the same pressure prevails in the matrix porosity
and in the ITZ-porosity, and appears therefore as some sort of Reuss-bound. The drawback of
this expression is that it requires as input the unknown Biot modulus for the ITZ. In a first
approach, we may neglect the ITZ and evaluate the Biot modulus on Level III from the one of

the matrix, that is:

II
wi = M (7.91)
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This expression is used for evaluation purposes. In this case, using the values from (7.85), and

fr = 0.5, we obtain:

1169.7
117 _ —
My = o5 =2340GPa
20.2
wir = =40 GP .92
o T-0% 0GPa (7.92)
ML, = 11_3(')55 = 247 GPa

While these values are upper bounds they follow the same degradation pattern as the Biot

modulus of the paste, which is where the actual changes occur.

7.6 Discussion: Refined Estimate of the Skempton Coefficient

With the estimates for Biot coefficient and Biot modulus at hand, we can return to the discussion
of section 5.2.4 where we evaluated the Skempton coeflicient B, defined as the ratio between

pore pressure increase and applied mean stress in an undrained experiment, that is:

N
B=-5— (7.93)

From this definition, we derived the expression for the Skempton coefficient (5.31):

1 E khom ¢0 1
—=-Z= 204 - 7.94
5="7="3 <kf+M>+b (7.94)

where kpom is the drained bulk modulus of the porous medium and k¢ is the fluid bulk modulus

(2.3 GPa). For the cement paste, we evaluate (7.94) for the three degradation states:

15.4 1 0.03 -1
I _ . =0.32 7.95
By <0.07 X (1169.7 33 ) +0 07> 03 (7.95)
11.2 1 014 -1
II — =
Boen = <O.26 X (123.5 *t93 ) +O'26> 032 (7.96)
-1
BII = (5;7 X ( 23 5+ 02'231) + 0.37) =0.98 (7.97)
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and for the mortar we find":

15.1 1 0.03 -1
Irr  _ —
B = (0.03 x (2340 + 53 ) +0.03> =0.15 (7.98)
12.3 1 014 -1
IIr _ - = (). .
BIL., = (-—0'14 X (247 +53 ) +0.14> 0.17 (7.99)
2.6 1 021 -1
ur _ . =0.61 7.100
Bos <0.20 * (40.4 *33 ) +0 2) 0.6 (7.100)

It is interesting to note that the Skempton coefficient is most affected by the C-S-H decalcifi-
cation, while the Portlandite dissolution has little effect (in contrast to the evolution of b and
M). This confirms the trends of the preliminary results of Section 5.2.4: The leaching process
leads to a significant increase of the Skempton coefficient. While close to one for the leached
cement paste, it is close to B =0.6 for the mortar. This means that the material behavior in
undrained loading situation changes: For the cement paste, before leaching only 28% of the
applied stress are converted into pore pressure, reducing the confinement. After degradation,
almost the entire applied mean stress is converted into pore pressure, hence no confinement
is acting. The refined model developed here is in good agreement with the rough estimate in
Section 5.2.4. The consequence of this is that in undrained loading (fast loading) no frictional
enhancement of the material strength can be activated. The addition of aggregates reduces this
effect. But still, roughly 60% of the confinement pressure in an undrained experiment is carried

by the fluid pressure; thus reducing the activation of friction in mortar and concrete.

7.7 Chapter Summary

This chapter introduced some micromechanical techniques that focus on the estimation of
poroelastic properties of leached and unleached cement-based materials. These techniques were
adapted for the considered three-level microstructure of cement based materials. Concerning

the elastic properties the following results were obtained:

e The elastic stiffness of the ITZ is estimated to be 40% of the paste’s in the undegraded and

"For purpose of consistency, with the values for the Biot modulus, the employed values for mortar refer to
the representation without considering the ITZ. Estimates for a mortar representation are expected still to be
higher. The values (7.98) and (7.100) can be considered to be lower bounds.
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45% in the degraded state. The value for undegraded materials matches experimental data
and similar estimates by other authors, giving confidence in the micromechanical method.

The degradation of ITZ and bulk paste seem similar for the elastic properties.

e Based on the model for the homogeneous elastic properties of a paste, which reproduces
well the experimental data by Constantinides [37], the effect of the leaching of Portlandite
alone was estimated (Table 7.4). The reduction in stiffness is relatively small, underscoring

the importance of the C-S-H properties for the stiffness of the paste.

The estimation of the Biot coeflicient for the cement pastes and mortars was developed,
based on the techniques introduced in the context of elastic properties. The evaluation of the

Biot coefficients showed:

o Undegraded cement based materials have values for the Biot coefficient that are very small.
The values of 0.07 and 0.05 for respectively pastes and mortars, respectively indicates that
the effect of the pore pressure on the elastic material behavior can almost be neglected.

This evaluation is a first quantitative assessment for undegraded cement based materials.

e For cement pastes and mortars, the increase of the Biot coefficient through leaching is
considerable and mostly associated with the Portlandite dissolution. The final values
of 0.37 for the paste and 0.35 for the mortar show that in the asymptotically degraded
state, the pore pressure has an effect on the elastic deformation behavior. However, the
Biot coefficient is still far from one. This provides an answer to the question raised in
section 6.5 concerning the effective stress concept: The observed validity of the effective
stress concept is rather a consequence related to the strength behavior, not the elastic

properties.

e The effect of aggregates on the Biot coefficient is shown to be strong. If no ITZ is
considered, mortars show strongly reduced values and the increase with leaching albeit
present still leads to maximum values of only 0.2. When the ITZ is considered, this value
is 0.35, showing that the I'TZ is important for the mortar behavior, although the total

value of the Biot coefficient is still far from 1.
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Properties | Intact I Intermediate | Leached
Level 1
k{}om [GPa] | 15.2 15.2 2.7
Lo [GPa) | 9.6 9.6 1.7
Level 11
kI [GPa] | 15.4 11.2 1.7
pil [GPa] | 9.4 7.3 1.1
b7 [1] 0.07 0.26 0.37
M [GPa] | 1169.7 123.5 20.2
BT [GPa] | 0.32 0.32 0.98
Level 111
K [GPa] | 15.1 12.3 2.6
pill [GPa] | 10.2 8.6 1.9
b 1] 0.04 0.19 0.35
M [GPa] | 2340 247 40.4
BT [GPa] | 0.15 0.17 0.61

Table 7.9: Summary of the values for the poroelastic properties developed in this Chapter

The Biot modulus estimations shown in this chapter are extensions from the estimation
of the Biot coefficient. The developed estimates show that the effect of leaching on the Biot
modulus of paste and mortar is very strong. The values are reduced by more than a factor
of 50 and 30, respectively, which is more than for uniaxial compressive strength (factor 10) or
the Young’s modulus. This strong reduction explains the experimentally observed behavior in
undrained loading situations - shown through the Skempton coefficient which is close to one
in degraded cement pastes and 60% for degraded mortar. Table 7.9 summarizes the values for
the poroelastic properties obtained in this Chapter, for the undegraded state, the intermediate

state (after Portlandite dissolution), and the asymptotically leached state.
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Chapter 8

Micromechanical Analysis of

Strength Properties

The experimental strength investigation on leached pastes and mortar showed that mortar
(Level III), in high confinement (Table 5.3), has a higher friction coefficient than the paste
(Level II). Similarly, in low confinement (see Table 5.6), the cohesion of the paste was found to
be smaller than the cohesion of the mortar. This has been observed for both the unleached and
leached state. In the same spirit as for the elastic properties, we want to use micromechanical
techniques to explain this difference in strength properties. These techniques are based on
an extension of the linear micromechanical techniques employed for the homogenization of
elastic properties to strength properties. This Chapter is structured as follows: First, the
necessary modifications of the linear micromechanical approach of Chapter 7 are introduced.
In a second step, the application to strength properties of cement-based materials at the three
levels of the microstructure is presented. Depending on the level of confinement, we distinguish
two approaches: The first approach which is due to Lemarchand et al. [83], focuses on the
frictional behavior of leached/unleached cementitious materials which dominates high levels of
confinement. The second approach focuses on the cohesive strength of cementitious materials,

which dominates low levels of confinement.
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8.1 Extension of the Micromechanical Approach to Strength

Properties

In this section the necessary changes to the linear micromechanical approach of Chapter 7
are discussed. These extensions follow the three-step structure of continuum micromechanics:

Representation, Localization and Homogenization.

8.1.1 Material Representation for Strength Properties

For the homogenization of strength properties, the representation of the phases has to include,
in addition to the volume fractions, geometry and elastic properties, information about the

strength. For each phase a microscopic strength criterion is applied:

flog) <0 (8.1)

For the cement-based materials considered in this study, this local strength criterion is given by

the experimental results reported in Chapter 5. The Drucker-Prager criterion of a phase reads:

flog) =iz +8s0% —co <0 (8.2)

where js is the second invariant of the deviatoric stress sp = gy —0'?\,11, with 0‘19\,1 the microscopic
mean stress; 6y and cg are the friction coefficient and cohesion. Moreover, microscopic nonlinear
stress-strain relations need to be specified. A common way of describing local nonlinear behavior

in the context of strength homogenization is the nonlinear elastic representation:
oy =21, (€g,€5) €0 + kg (€p,€p) €51 (8.3)

where € = treg is the volumetric microscopic strain, €9 = €5— %sgl is the microscopic deviatoric
strain tensor and €y = ,/€g : €5 is the invariant of the deviatoric strain tensor. py (€g,€p) and
kg (€g,cp) are strain dependent shear and bulk secant moduli which give this approach the name

“secant method” [139].
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8.1.2 Localization and Homogenization for Strength Properties

The general idea of the localization, that is determining the microscopic stresses and strains as
a response to the macroscopic load, remains unchanged. However, the material representation
with a nonlinear stress-strain relation changes the determination of the local strains. Phases are
domains of constant properties. Failure in a phase may not necessarily occur in a homogeneous
fashion in the phase, and strains close to failure may therefore vary. A common way to account
for locally varying strains is the introduction of effective strains, a concept due to Suquet [139)].
These effective strains are defined as moments of the microscopic strains per phase. The first
moment corresponds to the strain localization used in the classical homogenization of elastic
properties, that is:
ff

e 1 f
gg " =(€v)y, = vl gp (x) dQ (8.4)
8

where Vj is the volume of phase #. This first-order moment definition carries the name “classical”

method. Definition (8.4) leads to the following invariants of the “effective” strains:

el = z=/leo)y, : (ea)y, (8.5)
e = w@=(r(en))y, (8.6)

For isotropic materials, expressions (8.5) and (8.6) can be expressed as functions of the local-

ization factors:

2 = AiEy (8.7)
g = AYE, (8.8)

where B4 = VEg4 : Eq is the macroscopic deviatoric invariant Eg = E — %E,,l, and FE, = trE
is the macroscopic volumetric strain. The single horizontal bar indicates the first moment

definition!. The localization coefficients need to be specified for a given scheme. For the MT

'The localization factors in the “classical” method obey the consistency condition: 3, foAs = > ngZ.
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scheme for isotropic materials, the effective strains read:

@M = olEy (8.9)
(E,g)MT = 05 v (8.10)

where ag and aj are given in Table 7.1. For the HZ scheme, the localization factors are directly

given by Egs. (7.21) and (7.22):

(#)"? = AfEq (8.11)
@)% = AYE, (8.12)

A first refinement of the “classical” theory consists in considering a second moment definition
for the effective strains which is referred to as “modified” secant method [139]. The effective

shear strain invariant reads in the second moment definition:

el =5 =, /<(€9)2>v9 = /(eo : €a)y; (8.13)

oy [(=dd\? (=%,
€g — (Ae Ed+ A9 E’U (8.14)

where j@ stands for concentration factors. In contrast to the classical method, the modified

or equivalently:

method involves a priori a coupling in the localization between shear and volume strain. This
is the case for the MT-scheme as developed in Table 8.1. For the HZ-scheme there are no cross

terms between volumetric and deviatoric invariants:
HZ =\ 2
=2 2
(69 ) = (Ag> B2 (8.15)

The localization coefficient of the modified secant method for the HZ-scheme is given in Table

8.2. :
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Modified Strain Localization Factors for the MT scheme
The higher moment definition is based on an energy approach in which the effective
strains are obtained as the derivatives of the macroscopic elastic strain energy ([46], [77])

The elastic energy of the REV is: 26=(¢: C:€) =E: Chom : E
Assuming isotropic behavior of the phases we have:

= <%k (e¥)? + pe : e>Q
Following Kreher[77] displacements £ and strains are considered

functions of the elastic moduli. This leads to expressing the
derivatives of the elastic energy in the form:

06 _ .0
ko fe(Se +< Cr”f9>v)

e =80 (15 + (1 45),)
where V =Q — wy

. . o, =2 =2
This expression serves as a definition for €5° and g

In the case of a two phase material with rigid or empty inclusion I and matrix m we have:

O 0 — e
<U Bllin> [~O—<O‘ 6ki1>wI
Finally this yields for the effective shear strain:

=2 _ 2 9 _ 1 9 . Y — L Oknon 2
o = e = o (B Crom s B) = 71 (Giem B + § Yen 7

2 2
—dd =dv
(= 1 Oppom. A — 1 Bkpor
so that: (Am) = 2fm 6}1 ' ( ) fm ap'm

MT MT
For voids we h =)’ 12f1k,
or voids we have: =
m MT (4I‘l‘hom+3f1kh0m) 7

—dd\ 2 _ Wom (B1=27£1 (1-251)~ 48 hnom o i (1= 2 )+ 32180, @+ £ (1-351)) )
™ ) vt 2fm[nom (9+6/1)+u(8+12/7)]"

For rigid inclusions: jdv i = Afrknom . jdd i = (69D knom Fitnhom (1 itp00n) (24116 /1)
& A\ )y B2\ ) 1214 2pt0) 1

Table 8.1: Localization coefficients for the MT scheme based on the 2nd moment strain average
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Modified Method Strain Localization Factors for the HZ scheme

With the displacement solution from Tables 7.6 and 7.5
the local strains are calculated:

(x) = 3 (VE@ + twe®)

This leads to the following expressions of the localization coefficients:

_N2 - RI-R] z Rp—Rj
(Ae) = (o/Ea)" = hmy [31’3(81/% + 5 RiRE, 4280 bo (2ve — LRIz,

_ _ 2__R2
+5a3 (1 —2vg) + 24bgdyve(5 — 71/9)2%_—2%‘1 + 843 (705 — 10vg + 10) Frga—

f—1

R§—Rj_,
RgRy 1 (Rg—Hy_,)

Ri—Rj_\
RoRg_ (Re—Rj_,)

+ 1449 dg (1 — 2vp) +12023(1 — 2v4)?

Table 8.2: Localization coefficients for the HZ-scheme based on the 2nd moment strain average

8.2 Strength Homogenization at High Confinement: Friction
Coefficient

In this first part of the homogenization of strength properties, we focus on the frictional behavior
of cementitious materials originally proposed by Lemarchand et al. [83]. The frictional capacity
is expressed in e.g. the Drucker-Prager strength criterion, through the friction coefficient 6. It
characterizes the strength of the cementitious materials particularly for high confinement levels
for which dy U?M > cy. In these stress domains, the experimental results of (Chapters 5 and
6) showed that the ITZ plays only a small role. Indeed it was found that the ITZ is crushed
under the confinement (see for instance Figure 6-5). An appropriate representation of this
microstructure on Level III is an inclusion phase (aggregate) embedded into a matrix phase

(paste). The MT scheme is used for localization and homogenization.
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8.2.1 Friction Enhancement at Level III: Representation

The representation includes for the paste (subsrcipt # = m) the Drucker-Prager strength crite-

rion for the matrix (Level II):
flom) = G2+ b6moT —cm <0 (8.16)

where 6., and ¢, are the friction coefficient and the cohesion of the matrix (see Table 5.3). For
f(om) = 0, the shear strength s, = /22 = V2 |c;m — m o'ty|, can be seen as an asymptotic
value in a deviatoric compression test:

lim ™ = v2 |cpm — 6 o] (8.17)

€M —00

Making use of the nonlinear elastic representation of the stress-strain relation (8.3) the secant

shear modulus p,,(em) in the equivalent non-linear elastic constitutive law must comply with,

lUm  p,,(6m) €m = % |em = 6m kmEpy| (8.18)

€M —00

In the case of high confinement ¢, < f,,(€m) €m, and (8.18) can be solved for the local friction

coefficient:

bm = —v2 lim (M"—) x E'l) (8.19)

=00 \ km(em) b,
Macroscopically, that is for the mortar (Level I1I), a Drucker-Prager criterion is used to the

describe the strength domain:
F(z) = v/ J2 + bhom XM — Chom <0 (820)

where é1om and ¢y, are respectively the friction coefficient and the cohesion of the mortar, see
Table 5.3. The equivalent macroscopic deviator stress is § = , /:3 ::§ = /2Js . It follows at

failure:

F(E) =0&e 5= \/2— 'Chom - 6hom ZJMl (821)
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With the nonlinear elastic representation of the ‘real’ behavior of the mortar, S and X are
related to Ey and F, by:
S = 2ll'homE;d ) XM = khom By (822)

where g, and kpom are the macroscopic secant moduli (i.e. the one of the mortar). For high
values of the shear strain Ey corresponding to the limit case, the macroscopic counterpart of
(8.18) reads:

lim /LhomEd = — 6hom Fhom Ev| (823)

1
Egq—o0 ﬁ |Chom

or equivalently, noting that chom < fthom Fd in the case of high confinement:

o s Hhom _é‘ii_
hom = —V2 Eﬂlinoo (—khom X Ev) (8.24)

Finally, a combination of (8.19) and (8.24) delivers the ratio of the macroscopic to microscopic

friction coefficient in the form:

6hom T Phom Eq €m -1
5 _E}tlinoo( o X z, X ) (8.25)

€M —00

where pyo, = £222 and p,, = L,:-“: The limit of infinite deviatoric deformations is respected

hom
when the shear deformation is much larger than the volumetric deformation, E4 > E,, and
when the bulk modulus is much larger than the shear modulus, such that p,, — 0. These

conditions are used in the evaluation of (8.25).

8.2.2 Localization and Homogenization

For the localization and homogenization we use the MT scheme. In the absence of an ITZ it
should describe well the influence of the aggregates (Index I) on the homogenized properties.
The volume fraction of the aggregates is f; = 0.5. To evaluate (8.25) we need to determine the

effective strains in the matrix and the ratio Elp}ﬂm.
™m
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For the classical definition of the strain average we have:

Shom _ . Phom Eq €m 1
<5m > = p},ILIBO (Pm X z, X = (8.26)
Ed/Ey—’OO
— Phom . Am
=l (pm A%) (8:27)
Eq/Ey—o0

Injecting (8.9) and (8.10) in (8.26), while assuming, in (7.15) and (7.16), that the inclusions are
rigid, we obtain:

Shom _ 3
(H) =14 ifl (8.28)

The classical method predicts a frictional enhancement that is a linear function of the inclusion
volume fraction. Figure 8-1 illustrates this estimate, and displays the experimental data. The
first moment approach overestimates the increase in frictional capacity.

To improve the estimation, we use the 2nd moment definition of the effective shear strains
in the matrix while keeping the 1lst moment definition for the volumetric strains, as proposed

by Lemarchand [83]. This combination yields the following modified estimate for the frictional

6h0m _ . Phom é %_m -
B (@) e

Ed/Ev—'OO

enhancement:

Expression (77) can be evaluated with the help of (8.9), (8.10), (7.15) and (7.16) and the value

for the 2nd moment localization coefficient from Table 8.1. This yields:

Shom _ 3
(6m>_\/1+§f1 (8.30)

Figure 8-1 shows for the case of unleached materials that the modified method gives an excellent

estimate of the friction enhancement. For the case of leached materials, the method predicts a
priori the same value, as the only variable of the frictional enhancemnet in (8.30) is the inclusion
volume fraction. However, large compressive deformations were observed during the triaxial
tests with increasing deviatoric stress (Section 6.3). The actual volume fraction of inclusions is
therefore certainly higher than 0.5 which would improve the estimate. An excellent estimate is

obtained with an effective volume fraction of f;‘f f = 9% ¢ /dg =0.7.
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Figure 8-1: Evolution of the predicted friction coefficient ratio énom/6m versus inclusion volume
fraction fr for the classical and the modified secant method. Figure adapted from [83].
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8.2.3 Friction Coefficient at Level II: Effect of Portlandite

The developed micromechanical technique allows an estimation of the effect of Portlandite on
the friction coeflicient of the paste. To this end we consider the paste as the REV, composed of
a matrix (unleached C-S-H) and voids. These voids are due to the leaching of Portlandite. We
use the MT scheme for localization and homogenization, and evaluate (8.26) by injecting (8.9)
and (8.10), in (8.26) and by assuming in (7.15) and (7.16) that the inclusions are voids. This

yields for the classical method:

( b-ch ) =1 ¢cn (8.31)

dc-s-H

where ¢ is the porosity of the paste created through the Portlandite leaching and é_.cp is the
friction coefficient of the Portlandite free cement paste. Equation (8.31) is a predictive formula
for the loss of friction that goes along with the dissolution of Portlandite. Application of the

mixed method yields with the 2nd moment localization coeflicient from Table 8.1:

bo-s-1 1+ 36 cn

which gives in the domain of interest for ¢_,qy € [0;0.15] values that are very close to (8.31).

For ¢_,cg = 0.14, the decrease in friction coefficient is (3-‘5;'—(71—) =(0.86 and (Km"> = 0.90.
C-S-H C—-8-H

The friction coefficient of the C-S-H matrix can be estimated analogously from the intact paste:

(o N (b \_ _1-¢
<6C—S—H> =1 - ¢g; (5C_S_H> - m (8.33)

where ¢y, is the initial porosity at Level I (=0.03). Combining (8.31) and (8.33), we can estimate

the reduction of the friction coefficient of the paste caused by the Portlandite dissolution to be:

(5_,01.1) _ (1 - ¢—>CH), <(5—>CH) — 1-— ¢—>CH x v 1+ %¢0 (834)
5m 1_¢0 ’ Om /1+%¢—*CH 1_¢0
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which yields assuming the 14% porosity (5—3'"?1) = (.88 and (5—3‘311) = 0.86. The total reduc-
tion of the friction coefficient for the cement paste through leaching is roughly 32% (Table 5.3)
so that the effect of the Portlandite dissolution accounts for almost half of it, the other half

being associated with the C-S-H decalcification.

8.3 Strength Homogenization at Low Confinement: Cohesion

The second part of the homogenization of strength properties focuses on low confinement stress
states. These are stress states in which the cohesion dominates the strength of materials. In
a similar fashion as for the frictional capacities, we apply the micromechanical techniques for
strength homogenization presented in this Chapter. In low confinement stress states, the ITZ
has to be taken into account when considering the Level III representation. In contrast to high
confinement situations, the ITZ is not crushed, but plays an important role for the macroscopic
material strength. We therefore choose the HZ scheme for the homogenization at Level ITI. The
strength properties of the ITZ are unknown. Some microhardness measurements were reported
by different authors which show hardness values between 25% to 40% of the bulk paste, but
no experimental data on the strength properties of the ITZ are available. In addition, these
hardness measurements vary strongly in absolute values ([103], [159], see also Section 2.2.4).
The object of the cohesion homogenization therefore is first to deduce the properties of the ITZ
from the homogenization at Level III. In a second step we study the cohesion homogenization

problem at Level II to estimate the influence of Portlandite leaching.

8.3.1 Representation for the Cohesion Homogenization

We consider the geometrical representation of the HZ scheme (see Fig. 7-2) with the aggregates
(index 1), the ITZ (index 2) and the paste (index 3). The microscopic strength is described by
(8.2) and the non-linear elastic representation by the stress-strain relation (8.3). We consider a
macroscopically purely deviatoric loading for which the solution of the BVP for the microscopic
strains is given in Table 7.6. In the HZ scheme, a macroscopic deviatoric deformation leads to

microscopically deviatoric strains only. In this situation the microscopic strength criteria can
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be rewritten in the case of failure as:

1
flog) =0« lim s = \/;09 = cg =V2 lim [up(es) €q) (8.35)
€g—00

€p—00

Analogously, the macroscopic (mortar) strength criterion delivers at failure:

1
F(Z)=0¢ lim S= \/:chom = Chom = V2 lim  [tpom Ed (8.36)
2 Ed—N)O

Egq—o00

Finally, a combination of (8.35) and (8.36) delivers:

Chom _ 1, [_'“ho_m % F_d] (8.37)
cg  Eq—oo | pgleg)  €p
€900

The limits of infinite microscopic and macroscopic deviatoric strains are assured by letting

pe = tg/ke for the ITZ and matrix tend towards zero.

8.3.2 Localization and Homogenization

Equation (8.37) is being evaluated in the context of the HZ scheme by injecting (7.26) and
(8.11) or (8.15) in (8.37). This yields the ratio of mortar to paste cohesion:

Ghom _ yypy (12 nl)f2A2d+ L= I8 ) — 7 s 1) (8.38)
Cc3 53“’8 A3’eff
2—)

where 19 = py/us denotes the shear modulus ratio with respect to the matrix shear modulus.
Ag’ef 7 is the localization coefficient which depends on the definition of the effective strains.
Expression (8.38) depends only on the shear modulus ratios and the volume fractions. An
analogous expression can be derived for the ratio of homogenized cohesion and ITZ cohesion so

that the interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio, x = c2/cs, can be expressed as:

deff
_2_ o
X=X i, (Ag’eff> (8:39)
p;—0
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This expression shows that 7, can be directly related to x so that we can formally rewrite

(8.38):
chom
c3

= F (n;m2 — X; fo) = G (115 X; fo) (8.40)

Expressions (8.38) to (8.40) are evaluated numerically using MAPLE®. A typical input
file is shown in Appendix C.

8.3.3 Parameter Study: Effect of the ITZ Cohesion on the Mortar Cohesion

In a first application of the developed micromechanical model we want to gain insight into the
quantitative effect of the ITZ on the mortar cohesion. To this end we evaluate expressions
(8.38) to (8.40) for the aggregate volume fractions fi = 0.5 (assumed to be rigid, n; — 0) while
the ITZ volume fraction f; takes the values 0.15; 0.30 and 0.45, scanning a range of possible
ITZ volume fractions. The results are given for both the classical and the modified definition

of the effective strains, and are displayed in Figures : 8-2, 83 and 8-4:

e The “a”-figures display the cohesion ratio as a function of the shear-modulus ratio 7, €
[0,1], that is the result of (8.38). It is interesting to note that the classical and modified
definition do not deliver the same solution, and diverge even for high interface volume
fractions (see Figure 8-4a). When the ITZ volume fraction tends toward 0.5, the paste

vanishes and the representation as a three phase model becomes obsolete.

e The “b”-figures display the relation between 7, and x, that is the result of (8.39). It
is interesting to note here, that for low values of n, < 0.2, both methods deliver almost
identical values. Note also that the interface-to-matrix cohesion range of practical interest
is x € [0,1], meaning that the interface is the weaker material. This corresponds to
1,—values roughly smaller than 0.5. Higher values for x are irrelevant for cement based

materials in which the ITZ, if it exists, is always weaker than the matrix.

e Finally, the “c”— figures display the final result of the homogenization procedure, that
is cpom/c3 as a function of the interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio x € [0, 1], obtained by
the variable change 7, — Y, that is the solution of (8.40) In all the considered cases, it

appears that the macroscopic (mortar) cohesion ratio on Level 111 is a nonlinear increasing
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function of the interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio. The classical strain definition generally

predicts a higher mortar cohesion than the modified method.

A characteristic parameter in the cohesion homogenization is the critical value of the
interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio , below which the composite cohesion, chom, is smaller than
the one of the matrix, i.e. cpom/c3 < 1; and above it is the inverse. Figure 8-5 this critical
interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio, ¥ < chom/c3 = 1, as a function of the interface volume
fraction f2 for an inclusion volume fraction of fi = 0.5. As expected, a higher interface vol-
ume fraction requires compensation by a higher x“"*— value to deliver the same performance
Chom/c3 = 1. Interestingly, the modified method delivers, for moderate interface volume frac-
tions, an almost linear x°* — f; relation , with values that are much greater than the one
predicted by the classical method. This underscores that the modified method is more sensitive

to the interface properties than the classical secant method.

8.3.4 Inverse Analysis: Chemical Softening of the ITZ Cohesion

An application of special interest of the model is the determination of the ITZ properties.
In a similar fashion as for the elastic properties of the ITZ (see Section 7.2.4), we determine
the cohesion properties by matching experimental results and model predictions. The input

parameters to the inverse application of the model are the following:

1. The volume fractions of the aggregates and the I'TZ: The aggregate volume fraction is

f1 =0.5. The ITZ volume fraction was determined in Section 7.2.4 and is fo = 0.3.

2. The experimental mortar-to cement paste cohesion ratio is ¢hom/c3 = 1.76 for the un-
degraded material, and chom/c3 = 1.05 for the asymptotically leached material (Table
5.6).

Using these values in Figure 8-3c (f2 = 0.3; fi = 0.5) provides a means of estimating the

interface-to-matrix cohesion ratio x = cg/c3. For the nondegraded material, we obtain:

0
(5‘-;—"’) = 1.76 = x° € [0.32;0.57) (8.41)
3
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where the lower value corresponds to the classical method and the upper value to the modified

method. Analogously, for the degraded material we find:

o0
(%) =1.05 = x> € [0.11;0.26] (8.42)
3

The values for the nondegraded material (8.41) are on the same order as the reported micro-
hardness measurements of the ITZ ([103], [159]). But, in addition, the model provides a means
of estimating the effect of calcium leaching on the interface cohesion, for which both methods

converge to a residual interface cohesion of approximately 15% of the initial cohesion:

oQ oQ (e o]
2 X 3 013017 (8.43)

This value needs to be compared to the chemical softening of the matrix (Level II), c§°/c} =
0.38. It shows that the chemical softening of the ITZ in terms of cohesion is more severe
than for the matrix. This is in contrast to the chemical damage of the elasticity properties
discussed in Section 7.2.4 which was found to be on the same order (40-45%) for both ITZ
and matrix. For mortars this means that beyond the overall strength loss due to calcium
leaching, a particularly weak interface exists in chemically softened cement-based materials

which dominates the cohesion of the composite material (Level III).

8.3.5 Limit Case: Empty Inclusion - Application for Portlandite leached

Materials

Another application of interest in the context of calcium leaching is the limit case of empty
inclusions, for which ¢z = 0, or 77, = x = 0. This configuration represents a cement paste (Level
II) from which the Portlandite has been dissolved. In this case, the only mechanically active
phase is the matrix of volume fraction 1 — ¢_,qy. For this two phase composite, (8.38) reduces
to:

CCH . Ad
O] (1 - ¢_ep) lim | —2— 8.44
CCO—S—H ( ¢ CH) pg—10 (Ag’eff) . ( )

where c_,cq is the cohesion of the Portlandite free paste. The classical method (Ag’ef F = 1—4_‘31)

delivers a linear relation between the cohesion ratio c_,cu/cc—s—g and the solid volume fraction
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1—¢_,cy- By contrast, the modified method delivers a non-linear relation between the cohesion

ratio and the matrix volume fraction:

CCH : Ad
x=0: =(1-¢_cp) lim [ =] =H{1~¢_cn) (8.45)
C3 p3—0 A
3
Both estimates are displayed in Figure 8-6. The difference between the two is small, and similar
to the friction coefficient (8.31), a linear porosity dependence is obtained for the cohesion in the
case of Portlandite dissolution. To estimate the relative cohesion of the cement paste before

and after Portlandite dissolution we estimate the C-S-H cohesion and obtain:

eoca l1—dé,cu c=eu HOA—¢_cn)
_ ; _ 8.46
c3 1-¢y c3 H(1— ¢o) (8.46)

Expression (8.46) is a predictive formula for the cohesion reduction associated with the Port-
landite dissolution. It yields for the cohesion ratio with the classical method 0.88 and with the
modified method 0.85.

We can also determine the intrinsic chemical softening of the C-S-H matrix versus the
chemical softening induced by an increase of the porosity of the cement paste. The volume
fraction 1 — ¢ corresponds to the total porosity? and chom = c3 is the cement paste cohesion,
and ¢3 = cc—g—pu the cohesion of the matrix solid phase at Level II. For the classical method,

using the values for the cement paste cohesion from Table 5.6, we obtain:

s = (ﬁ) % 1-do _ 0.46 (8.47)
@_s-H g 1 = e
Analogously, for the modified secant method:
cS-s-u _ {5 H (1 - ¢g)
¢c-s-H €3 (1 - 9o

where H (1 — ¢y) = 0.97 and H (1 — ¢,,) = 0.76 are the values taken by function H (1 — ¢)
displayed in Figure 8-6 for respectively the initial porosity ¢y = 0.03 and the asymptotic porosity

?Note that the macro-porosity is not the total porosity of the material but the porosity at Level II considered
as a phase of the matrix in the sense of continuum micromechanics. This corresponds to the micrometer-range
porosity of cement-based materials.
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$oo = 0.21 of the cement paste (Level IT). We obtain with both methods an estimated cohesion
reduction through leaching of more than 50%. This means that calcium leaching does not only
affect the strength properties of cement pastes or mortars by an increase of the porosity. There
exists a second source of cohesion reduction which is an intrinsic softening of the solid material
composing the Level II matrix. Such a change in intrinsic properties, particularly of the C-S-H
matrix, was suggested by Adenot [3] from morphology measurements performed through Small
Angle Neutron Scattering (SANS). It also is in accord with the statistical mechanics simulations
by Pellenq et al. [113], who suggested that an increase of the C/S ratio which occurs during
leaching should decrease the C-S-H cohesion. On the other hand, Beaudoin et al. [15] concluded
from the extrapolation of elasticity measurements on C-S-H with different C/S ratios that no
change in intrinsic properties should take place at Level I. Beaudoin’s measurements however,
did not consider the C/S ratio of interest (<1), for which Adenot showed that precisely at
C/S=1, a change in C-S-H morphology takes place. Hence, it seems likely that the extrapolation

by Beaudoin is not appropriate.

8.4 Chapter Summary

In this Chapter we extended the micromechanical techniques to the homogenization of strength

properties.

e In high confinement stress states, the frictional behavior is dominant and the ITZ can be
neglected. Based on the approach by Lemarchand et al. [83] an estimate for the friction
enhancement in mortars was given which predicts well the experimentally observed values.
With the same approach, the effect of Portlandite dissolution on the friction coefficient of
a paste was estimated. A linear relation of friction coefficient ratio and porosity created

by Portlandite dissolution was obtained.

e At low confinement levels, the cohesion describes the material strength and the ITZ is
of importance. The homogenization scheme for the cohesion involving the Hervé-Zaoui
scheme is an original contribution to the field of micromechanics. The cohesion of the ITZ
can be estimated by matching model predictions and experimental results for mortars.

This revealed that the ITZ is more affected by the leaching process than the paste, a
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result that is in line with microstructural observations. The developed homogenization
scheme was also used for the estimate of the Portlandite dissolution effect on the cohe-
sion. Similarly to the friction coefficient, a linear relation with the porosity increase was
found. In particular, application of the homogenization model at Level II showed that
the softening through calcium leaching is not only due to an increase in porosity but also

due to a chemical softening of the Level II solid matrix.

The results derived in this Chapter on the one hand enhance the understanding of the
strength scaling in cement based materials, here described through friction coefficient and co-
hesion. On the other hand, based on micromechanical approaches that are validated on ex-
perimental results of degraded and undegraded cementitious materials, we developed strength
estimates for the experimentally non accessible degradation state in which only Portlandite is
leached. These estimates are of importance for the constitutive model of cement based ma-
terials subjected to leaching. Table 8.3 summarizes the values for the friction coefficient and
the cohesion for the three-level microstructure and the three reference states: Undegraded,
Portlandite dissolution and asymptotically leached. Finally, while developed around the topic
of cement-based materials, there are other composite materials for which the same approach
could be used. They include filled epoxy resin [72], cemented soils [36], [73], frozen sand [121]

and metal-ceramic composites [140].
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Properties [ Intact | Intermediate I Leached
High Confinement

Level 1

6 1) 0.85 0.85 0.71
¢ [GPa) 18.01 18.01 1.26
Level 11

6 (1] 0.82 0.71 0.56
¢ [GPa] 17.11 14.5 1.15
Level III

§ (1] 1.02 0.94 0.81
c [GPa] 9.82 9.13 0.96
Low Confinement

Level 1

6 (1] 1.67 1.67 1.26
c [GPa] 2.2 2.2 1.05
Level 11

6 [1] 1.62 1.39 0.99
c [GPa) 2.09 1.8 0.79
Level 111

6 [1] 1.43 1.34 0.91
¢ [GPa] 3.67 3.41 0.83

Table 8.3: Summary of the values for the strength properties. The asymptotic values correspond
to the experimental data presented in Chapter 5.
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Chapter 9

Chemomechanical Constitutive

Model

So far, the investigation of the effects of calcium leaching on the mechanical behavior of cement
pastes and mortars focused on the asymptotic states of leaching. Both experimentally and mi-
cromechanically strength properties and deformation behavior of the intact and asymptotically
degraded state, have been analyzed. The objective of this Chapter is to develop the necessary
means to bridge between these two asymptotic states by constitutive modeling. This includes
for one part the constitutive modeling of the material behavior between the asymptotes; and
secondly, intimately linked to the former, the modeling of the dissolution-diffusion process as-
sociated with leaching. This Chapter is organized as follows: In the first section we focus on
the energy transformations of the solid phase of a cement based material subjected to leaching.
Using a novel microchemomechanical theory we identify the sources of dissipation which need
to be considered at a macroscopic scale. This macroscopic scale is considered in the second
section, where an extended chemoporoplasticity model for leaching of cementitious materials is
proposed. The third section presents the chemoplastic elements of the model, in combination
with the experimental and micromechanical results presented in Chapters 5 to 8 of this study.
Finally, the fourth section describes the dissolution-diffusion model that was developed in a

one-dimensional setting in Section 3.1.2. Here, we develop the three-dimensional extension.
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9.1 Micro-Chemomechanics of Calcium Leaching

The aim of this section is to identify the sources of dissipation of cement-based materials
subjected to leaching and mechanical loading. Focusing on the behavior of the solid matrix,
the thermodynamic system we consider is the solid at Level IT of the microstructure of cement-

based systems.

9.1.1 Kinematics and Mass Conservation

We consider an RVE composed of a solid phase! of volume V, and a fluid phase of volume
V. The RVE is subjected to the Hashin-type boundary condition (on 0V : §; = E-x). The
initial volume of the RVE is denoted by V, and in the deformed configuration V; so that the
Lagrangian porosity reads:

_n_h-V v

o= % =J—7 (9.1)

where J ~ 1 + E, is the Jacobian of deformation in infinitesimal deformation. The calcium
leaching is considered to take place on the boundary of the solid phase, 0V, which is in contact
with the fluid phase. A dissolution of calcium leads to displacement of this solid boundary. In
addition, also the mechanical deformation of the solid phase can lead to a displacement of this

boundary. Denoting by U® - n, the total normal velocity, it is decomposed in two terms:
on 8V, U -ng=u’-n,+u-n, (9.2)

where n, is the unit outward normal and u® is the velocity associated with mechanical defor-
mation, u® is the velocity associated with the chemical dissolution. The change in solid volume

can be expressed with (9.2) and u®- n, <0 in the form:

dvy
dt  Jov,

U®-n,da = / (u®-ns+u®-ng)da = V -u®dV + / u®-n.da (9.3)
Vs Vs av,

IFor purpose of clarity, we omit here the difference between different solid phases at Level IT and refer to all
solid phases present as “solid phase”.
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The first term on the R.H.S. of (9.3) corresponds to the solid volume change induced by me-

chanical deformation. It is related to the microscopic volumetric strain rate by:

des
R )
V. u = 7 (9.4)

where €2 is the volume strain in the solid phase. In turn, the second term in (9.3) describes the
volume change provoked by the moving solid boundary under chemical dissolution. Taking the

total time derivative of (9.1) we obtain:

do dE, 1 ,
at dt_v(/sv'u‘w v,

dE, Vi /de® 1 / .
= T _ - = -n.d
dt 1% < dt >Vs vV Ve u-nsda

where E, is the macroscopic volumetric strain. From (9.5) we can identify two sources of

"y nsda) (9.5)

porosity change:

- =-— u® - nyda
dt °

dp _dg™  d¢® d¢™ _dE, Ve [dej\  dé° 1 (9.6)
dt  dt dt’ dt  dt V vt V Jav, '

@™ is the change in porosity associated with the volumetric deformation of the solid phase,
while ¢° is the change in porosity due to the calcium dissolution. It is the chemical porosity?.
Analogously, the conservation of the solid mass reads, considering no solid mass supply from

the outside:

dms 1 c 1 dp, dey .
pral avspsu-nsda—V/VS(dt +psdt>da_0 (9.7)

where mg = % fV, p,dV is the apparent solid mass density and p, is the real mass density.

?An alternative derivation [82] of the chemical porosity can be based on formulating the mass conservation
at the solid boundary relative to the Langrangean configuration prior to leaching:

[[M - mC]]-n=0

where M represents the Langrangean relative flux vector of the leached products, m is the total mass per unit
inital volume; C = C - n is the Lagrangean velocity of the leaching front. On the intact side, M =0 and m = my.
This leads then to the introduction of the chemical porosity as:

" _ _ e nda
di av, Po
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Finally, in the case of a Level III microstructure, the previous equations remain valid by
considering Vs as the solid of the matrix. In this case the porosities defined by (9.6) are scaled

by the matrix volume fraction 1 — f;:

¢=01~f1)ou (9.8)
where f; is the aggregate volume fraction, and ¢,, is the porosity of the matrix.

9.1.2 Energy Dissipation

The combination of the first and second law of thermodynamics leads to the Clausius-Duhem
inequality, which states that the external energy supply to the thermodynamic system that is
not stored as free energy is dissipated in form of heat [148]. Considering the solid phase as
our thermodynamic system, and assuming isothermal and quasistatic evolutions, the Clausius-
Duhem inequality reads:

dD _ dWg,, dw?

= = > .
dt dt dt — 0 (9:9)

where dW

2

; is the external energy supply to the solid and dW* is the free (Helmholtz) energy
stored in the solid. The external energy supply can be divided into a mechanical and a chemical

part:

e The mechanical energy supply is provided by surface tractions on the solid boundary and

volume forces. The surface tractions read:
ondV;:ts =0 -n, = —pn, (9.10)

with o being the stress tensor in the solid, and p is the pore pressure assumed constant
in the fluid phase. The volume forces in the solid are denoted by p,fdV where p, is the
density of the solid phase and f is the acceleration vector. The surface tractions do work
on the total normal velocity U®-n, while the volume forces only work on the solid velocity

u®. The mechanical energy supply therefore reads:

m d 8
ext _ / ut- psde + Us. (0- . ns) da = Vs <0. . € > _ / puc . nsda (9.11)
dt Vi av, at /v, Jav,
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where we invoked the local equilibrium condition in the solid, V - & + p,f = 0, the stress
continuity condition (9.10) at the fluid-solid interface and the symmetry of both the stress
tensor and the strain rate tensor, i.e. % = % (V ‘ut +t V- us). In order to transform
this relation into macroscopic stress variables, the Hill-Mandel lemma needs to be invoked.

For porous media it reads [149]:

dE 1 Ve de® d¢™

P — = — s, ‘N d s, . —_ — : —_— P—

b)) T l[a%u (o - ny) a+/6vfu (o -ny)da V<0' 7 >Vs P
(9.12)

where ny = —n, is the outward unit normal vector of the fluid phase, 3 and E are the
macroscopic stress and strain tensors, respectively. Using (9.12) in (9.11), the mechanical

energy supply can be rewritten in terms of macroscopic variables:

Wt _y [E'@—+p<@+d¢c)] (9.13)

dt T odt dt dt

The chemical energy supply is provided by the “work” the chemical potential of the solute,
Koa2+, does along the molar flux Jy. In the case of Portlandite dissolution, the molar
flux is given by:

PCH ¢
JNn=—"u’-ng 9.14
N Mcu ( )

where Mg is the molar mass of Portlandite (of dimension [Mcu] = M x mol~!). The

chemical energy supply rate reads:

ec:zct PCH

at /ava HCa™ N on

which simplifies, for a constant chemical potential on the solid surface and with Eq. (9.6)

u®- nyda (9.15)

to:
_l_d ecwt _ PCH d;#:

vV odr | Pt g dt

(9.16)
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The free energy of the solid also reads as the sum of two components: A mechanical potential

z,bjl and the chemical potential ¢ associated with the minerals bound to the solid matrix:

Wom [ vaav = [ (usug)av= [ (s L)y @)
v, Ve Ve Mcn

where pey is the chemical potential of the Portlandite bound in the matrix, which is assumed

constant in V. The total time derivative of the free energy reads:

dws 81,[16’ ! PcH
_— = 5. dV + © - 5. .
n g ot /6 g (’l,bs + M HcoH U nsda (9 18)

Using (9.2) and the divergence theorem, Eq. (9.18) is developed in the form

dwe [ dyd d . PCH .
7 _/V, o dv+/av, A8 +MCHMCH u‘ - n.da (9.19)

Finally, assembling the different terms of the dissipation, that is (9.13) and (9.19), we rewrite
(9.9):
1dD m . e
= 2
v et (9.20)
e The first term of the dissipation rate, ¢™, is associated with the mechanical deformation

of the matrix phase, and reads:

m el el el
dE d¢™ dV§ 4 ~Y3<%> (9.21)

o - o frnt
=2t T e v\ @

It is identical to the standard formulation in the poromechanics theory [41] if the total
porosity ¢ in the original theory is replaced by the mechanical porosity. In consequence,
modeling the mechanical deformations can be based on existing macroscopic material

models for porous media.

e The second part of the dissipation rate, ¢, is associated with the dissolution of the

calcium and the corresponding increase in chemical porosity. It reads:

1 M
¢ = -7 A X Jnda > 0; A= peoger — pom — =
V. PCH

(v'+p)20  (022)
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where A is the chemical affinity, that is the driving force of the molar flux Jy. Follow-
ing standard non-equilibrium thermodynamics [60], the kinetics of the local dissolution

process is described by a kinetics law that relates the affinity A to the molar flux Jy:
INn=Jn(A);Ax JIN(A) >0 (9.23)

The difference in chemical potentials, AG = pgq2+ — pcg is the pure chemical driving
force of the dissolution. However, both the elastic energy 1/)§l and the fluid pressure p
are driving the dissolution as well. Indeed, as both, wg‘ and p, are positive they always
increase the dissolution process Jy (A) < 0 unless they are small compared to the chemical

potential difference.

9.1.3 Estimate of the Effect of Strain and Pressure on the Dissolution Ki-

netics

We want to evaluate the order of magnitude of the elements of the affinity, and more precisely
how the strain energy compares to the macroscopic chemical affinity AG = p2+ — pog- A

rough estimate of AG of Portlandite dissolution reaction, that is:
Ca(OH)5 — Ca?t + 20H~ (9.24)

is provided by considering the change in the ionic activity product JAP = {Ca2+} {OH"2} of

the solution with regard to the solubility product K, of the Portlandite, according to:

(9.25)

AG =RfIln (IAP)

KSO

where {...} denote activities, R = 8.31451 Jmol~! K~! is the universal gas constant and § =
293.15K is a reference temperature. In unleached cementitious systems, AG = 0, such that
Kso = [APey = {Ca2+}SqH {OH_}zq. A rough estimate of AG can be obtained from (9.25)
by considering the change in {OH ™} and {Ca2+} between the equilibrium states before and

after Portlandite dissolution. Calculations from Adenot [3] provide numerical values for the
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changes in concentration® of the different species in the fluid phase. The [OH~] concentration
changes from 5 x 1072 mol /] to 6 x 10~3 mol /1, which corresponds to pH values of 12,7 and 11.8
respectively, while the [Ca”]-concentration changes from 2.2 x 1072 mol /1 to 3 x 1073 mol /1.

Evaluating (9.25), considering that the activity coefficients remain unchanged, we find:

AGeq: ~ —15kI mol ™ AG..; (ﬁ) ~ —450 MPa (9.26)

where the Portlandite density was taken as pog = 2, 240 kg / m3 and the molar mass as Mcy =
74.18 /mol. The magnitude of the pure chemical driving force AG, needs to be compared
to the elastic free energy and pressure. Given small deformations, the elastic free energy wﬁl
is smaller than 1 MPa and the maximum pressure level in the interstitial pore solution never
exceeds 10 MPa. It therefore appears that both strain energy and pressure are at least one
order of magnitude smaller than the pure chemical driving force, and that their effect on the
chemical affinity can be neglected*. This allows us to develop the chemical dissipation (9.22)

with (9.6) in the form:

e 1 PCH__c do°
=5 /av, (Hoaz+ — McH) ,A/?(I;{Hu ‘ngda = —A x = (9.27)
A= (kcq2+ — ton) /‘\'fH (9.28)
CH gV,

where we assumed a constant difference in chemical potential along the solid boundary dV;.
The quantity A can be regarded as a macroscopic affinity (of dimension stress) that drives
the Portlandite dissolution. At equilibrium A = 0. If the calcium concentration in the pore
solution, [CaQ+] , is lower than the equilibrium concentration, [Ca”]eq, the macroscopic affinity
is smaller than zero and the dissolution takes place, creating the chemical porosity d¢® > 0.
The change in chemical porosity is expressed by kinetics laws. Most of the kinetics laws are

either first or second order laws meaning that they depend to the power one or two on the

3This example refers to the case of deionized water for which Adenot developed his model [3]. The activities
and concentrations are related by {A} = v, [A] where « is an activity coefficient. The ratio of the activities are
evaluated under the asumption that the activity coeflicients do not change.

4There are other applications where this effect cannot be neglected. In exploration engineering [63], there
are situations in which the pressure level is so high that the pressure is the dominating driving force in the
pressure-dissolution process.
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affinity [137]. In the case of calcium leaching, the dissolution is instantaneous compared to
the transport time scale. The instantaneous dissolution has been demonstrated by Adenot for
leaching with deionized water [4] and was experimentally proven for leaching with ammonium
nitrate (in Chapter 3, see Table 3.5). From (9.27), the following relations that must be satisfied

simultaneously express the instantaneous dissolution:

A <0;d¢® > 0; A x dg® =0 (9.29)

This last set of conditions can be reformulated in terms of the calcium concentrations. This is
a more common way of expressing instantaneous dissolution conditions in the analysis of front
propagations in concrete (see for example [149]). Furthermore, if we assume that the entire

chemical porosity is created at a front ¢ (¢ = CH, or C-S-H), the following relations hold:

2+ 2+
-[C—a].——lgO;dqﬁfZO; [Ca—].—l x d¢$ =0 (9.30)
[Ca**],, [Ca**],

In summary, the energy estimate presented in this section and the instantaneous dissolution
kinetics justify a decoupling of the dissolution-diffusion process from any mechanical energy

transformations. We keep this in mind for further developments in this Chapter.

9.2 Macro-Chemoporomechanics

The micro-chemomechanical approach highlights the sources of dissipation in the solid. This
section complements these findings from a macroscopic viewpoint of chemically reactive porous

media [41]. “Macroscopic” means here the solid and fluid phases.

9.2.1 Kinematics and Mass conservation

We adopt the kinematics of the classical Biot-Coussy theory of reactive porous media [41]; that
is we consider as thermodynamic system the superposition of two continuous media, the fluid
phase (subscript f) and the solid (subscript s). An elementary volume df2 consisting of both

phases deforms, and its current elementary volume is denoted d€2;. These volumes correspond
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to V and V; in (9.1) and are related by the volume transport formula:
QY = Jd) (9.31)

where J ~ 1 + E, denotes the Jacobian of infinitesimal deformation. The Lagrangian porosity

is still defined by (9.1), that is:
dof
=— 9.32
b= (9:32)
where dQ{ corresponds to V; = V; — V; in the micromechanics notation.
The fluid phase is considered as an ideal mixture® of solvent (water, ammonium nitrate etc.)
and a solute (Ca?t-ions). To simplify the presentation, we will assume that the solvent is at

rest such that the mass conservation reduces to the one of the solute phase (subscript ‘sol’) and

the solid phase (subscript ‘s’):

dmgy o
prle -V W +m2, (9.33)
dmg o
T o (9.34)

where w,,; is the solute outflux vector, that is the calcium mass that leaves per unit time the
volume df) through the surface of d2. This outflux will be developed in more details in Section
9.4; m?,,,, is the rate of dissolved mass from the solid. This rate can be related to the porosity

change of chemical origin:

o d c
M_ g0l = —CE (¢ ps) (935)

Expression (9.34) is the macroscopic counterpart of expression (9.7) developed in Section 9.1.1,
and p, is the mass density of the solid phase, which in a first approach will be assumed to
be constant (i.e. incompressible solid phase). Finally, the total change in mass of the porous

medium (solid and solute) is only due to external solute supply; and yields:

dmr

o _ Omga dmr
dt

==V Ws; =>m = dt dt (936)

%Ideal mixture means here that solvent and solute occupy the same porosity ¢. Furthermore, the total pressure
of an ideal mixture is the sum of the pressures of the mixture components. Assuming that the solvent phase is
at rest comes to assume that p = p,oi. We will use this assumption in Section 9.2.2.
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Mass conservation law (9.36) reveals tat the dissolved mass rate is a time derivative which

justifies a posteriori expression (9.35).

9.2.2 Macroscopic Dissipation

In the macroscopic approach, the thermodynamic system is the solid and the fluid phase. For
such an open system, the sum of intrinsic solid dissipation and the dissipation associated with

the calcium dissolution reads in isothermal conditions [41]:

dE dav
— = & —— ~ Jso * Wsol — 2 :
4+ O )} 7 Gsol V * Wol -—-—dt 0 (9 37)

The first term in (9.37) refers to the energy supply of the macroscopic stress (X : ‘fi—}t': is the

macroscopic strain energy rate). The second term represents the energy supply by the solute
phase entering the macroscopic system, where gy, (of dimension [g,0| = Energy x mass™!)
denotes the solute’s Gibbs potential. Finally, the last term represents the change of total free
energy of the macroscopic system. Among other state variables describing the energy states
of the elementary system (strain E, porosity ¢, etc.), the solid mass my is part of the set of
state variables. For the considered system, in which the solvent mass is assumed at rest, the

following expression can be adopted:
V=¥, +m,G (9.38)

where G (of dimension [G] = energy x mass™1!) is the specific energy of the minerals bound in
the solid phase. The expression for ¥, will be specified later on. Using the mass conservation

laws (9.33) and (9.34) together with (9.35), (9.38) and (9.6) in (9.37), allows us to develop the

macroscopic dissipation in the form:

dE dg™
(I)l—k—q)_,:E:'—'f‘P"'(ﬁ__[ps(gsol-G)—p]

d¢°  d¥,
=+ -5y (9.39)

dt dt —

where p = gs01/ P40 is the mixture pressure (solvent at rest), and p,,; = Mso/@ is the apparent
solute density in the mixture.

Expression (9.39) of the macroscopic dissipation needs to be compared with (9.20), (9.21)
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and (9.22) and suggests the following identification:

e The intrinsic dissipation corresponds to the dissipation associated with solid deformation,

given by (9.21). The comparison of (9.19) and (9.21) with (9.39) reads:

dv, dve 1 el c
T +-‘7 o, “uf - ngda (9.40)

Relation (9.40) together with (9.6) suggests that the free energy ¥, depends on the
chemical porosity ¢° in contrast to the solid strain energy \Ilgl. This dependency is

implicitly incorporated in chemical damage models [56],(80], in which:
U, = (1 —¢°) v (9.41)

The underlying assumption of these models is that the strain energy is constant in the

solid phase, such that:

8\113 dd)c el d¢c el ¢
99° 4t s o / YU - ngd (9.42)

In the approach developed here, we will omit the linear chemoelastic coupling (9.41), and

consider, at the macroscopic scale that:

OV, d¢° " el
04° dt = / Y5 u® - ngd (9.43)

The dependence of ¥, on ¢° will be incorporated through the dependency of the poroelas-
tic properties on the chemical porosity (see Chapter 7). The intrinsic dissipation associ-

ated with the solid deformation thus reads:

=9, =%

dE  dg™  [(dV, OV, d*
bt _ — Zl> .
& P ( & 94" di ) 0 (9.44)

o The difference between (9.39) and (9.44) corresponds to the chemical dissipation:

daéc
¢, = {_ps (gsol — G) + gd)c +p] CZ = (9.45)
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Given the negligible effect of the strain energy and the pressure on the affinity, as shown
in Section 9.1.3., the previous expression simplifies to:

d¢°

> .
=20 (9.46)

D, = —p, (gsol - G)

This expression which is of the same format as (9.27) and (9.29) allows us to specify the

link between the two different writings of the chemical potentials:

— PcH — PCH
Psfsol = a2t o psG = pch Mo (9.47)

In summary, with (9.39), we have established an explicit link between the micro-chemomechanical

theory and the macro-chemomechanical theory, developed in the framework of macroscopic
poromechanics. This macroscopic framework will be further considered for the derivation of

the state equations and the evolution laws.

9.2.3 Macroscopic Choice of Free energy and State Equations

The macroscopic free energy W, is expressed as a function of the state variables [162]. In
the framework of poroelasticity these are the total strain E, the plastic strain EP and some
hardening variables x; that account both for irreversible solid deformation, in addition to the
mechanical change in porosity ¢™ and the plastic porosity ¢*. Furthermore, following the
identification in the previous section, also the chemical porosity needs to be considered in the
set of macroscopic state variables, describing the energy states of the porous medium at the

macroscopic scale. Thus formally:
\I’s = \I’s (E» EP, d)m, ¢C, ¢P, Xz) (948)

Following the classical poroplasticity theory [41], we postulate that the free energy is a quadratic

function of all state variables, except the chemical porosity:

Vs = 5 (E-EP):Chom(¢°): (E—EP) — (¢™ — ¢")M(¢°) B(¢°) : (E - EP) (9.49)

+ SM(6%) (¢ — ¢ + U (i 6°)

=N =
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where Cpom (¢°) is the fourth order elasticity tensor, M (¢°) is the Biot modulus and B (¢°) is the
second order tensor of Biot coefficients. In Chapter 7, we developed the expressions for these
poroelastic properties as functions of the chemical porosity ¢° (see Table 7.9). Furthermore,
following the micromechanical analysis of strength properties, also the frozen energy U =
U (x;, ¢°) is assumed to depend on the chemical porosity, in addition to the plastic hardening
variables x;. This concept is referred to as chemical hardening. It was originally proposed by
Coussy and Ulm [42], and was applied to calcium leaching by Ulm et al. [150]. Use of (9.49) in

(9.39) delivers:
d¢*

@1+¢ﬁ=2:%+p%+§;g%—xtdt >0 (9.50)
together with the state equations:
S = = T = Chon () (B~ )~ B(#) (o~ m) 95
P o= g5 ME)(B@):E-B)+@-¢) 05
¢ = — ggj (9.53)
A = ps(gsot — G) — %‘%: —-px= AT;IH (Kcaz+ — Mcu) (9.54)

where (; (x;, ¢°) represent the chemoplastic hardening forces, which are the driving forces of
plastic hardening evolutions. The dependence of the hardening force on the chemical poros-
ity takes into account the dependence of the strength properties on the chemical degradation

process. This was analyzed in Chapter 8.

9.2.4 Quantitative Evolution of the Chemical Porosity

The dissolution process in the porous medium creates a porosity that is of purely chemical
origin which we introduced as the chemical porosity, ¢°. The chemical porosity change is
related directly to the dissolution process modelled in the first part of this Chapter. In a
cement paste, the largest contribution to the chemical porosity originates from the Portlandite
dissolution. Portlandite accounts for approximately 20% of the solid volume [141] of a paste,
which means that its dissolution creates a (Lagrangian) porosity of about 11%, considering the

already existing porosity. An additional approximately 7% of porosity are created as the C-S-H
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decalcify. These values hold for the OPC pastes at w/c = 0.5 and need to be slightly adapted
for other cementitious materials®. As was mentioned in Chapter 2, the porosity created during
C-S-H decalcification is not a nano-porosity.

The chemical porosity can be directly linked to the calcium concentration in the solid,
which is a linear function of the calcium concentration in the fluid phase once the Portlandite is
dissolved. The evolution of the chemical porosity is assumed to follow the same pattern. Using
the two front approach introduced in Chapter 3, which will be further developed in Section

9.4., the chemical porosity reads for an OPC as tested in the experimental part:

CH
¢(c) 07 on ':Ca'2+]sol 2 [032_{—} eq
Ca2t| —[Ca?+ _a_
o =1 gt =4 01— o St w007 €] < [0, < [t
< * - C-S-H
o 0.1 [Ca?],, < [Ca**]]
(9.55)
C-S—H

2+ . . . . . . 2471CH 2+
where [Ca ]sol is the calcium concentration in the fluid phase; [Ca ]eq and [Ca ]eq
are the equilibrium concentrations for the Portlandite and the C-S-H at C/S=1, respectively.
These three values of the chemical porosity are associated with the values of the poroelastic
parameters of Table 7.9, and the values of the strength parameters of Table 8.3. A combination

of Eq. (9.55) with these tables specifies the dependence of the properties on the chemical

porosity.

9.3 Chemoplasticity of Calcium Leaching
To complete the constitutive model, we are left with specifying the plastic evolution laws.

9.3.1 Strength Criteria and Evolution Laws

The strength criteria or loading functions describe the onset of plasticity and the strength limit.

In Section 6.7.2 a combination of a Cam-Clay and Drucker-Prager loading function was retained

SFor example for Ultra High Performance concretes that contain usually no Portlandite at all.
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for the leached cementitious materials. That is:

Y € Cg<+= max(fe, fop) <0 (9.56)
. 3J.
with: 2foc = M_g + [Ep + Bp+ (Pe — 22 = (P +1:)* <0 (9.57)

fop = VD+6Eu+0p)—c<0 (9.58)

where Jo = %S : S is the second deviator invariant; M = /36 is close to a constant the slope of
the critical state line, which connects all points of zero volume dilatation (i.e. 8f/0Xn = 0).
The intersections of the Cam-Clay loading function (9.57) with the mean stress axis (see Figure
6-16) is given by —2p. and 2p; respectively. p. is also called consolidation pressure, and p; and
the cohesion are related by 2p, = \/gc/M (see derivation in Section 6.7.2). Finally, 3 is the
Coussy coefficient [41] which was found to be close to 1 in Section 5.2.4. This result, 3 = 1,
was substantiated through the micromechanical analysis of Sections 6.5 and 7.3. Thus, the
effective stress concept will be considered for plastic evolutions and the effective mean stress in

the loading functions will be denoted by
B=1:55=Spy+p (9.59)

where superscript ‘p’ stands for the fact that the effective stress only applies to plastic evolutions
p y

(and not poroelastic ones).

9.3.2 Loading Function Parameter Determination

For the Cam-Clay loading function the slope of the critical state line, M = V/36 and the pressure
2p; = \/§C/M can be determined from the high confinement values for § and ¢ summarized in
Table 8.3. In turn, the consolidation pressure p. is affected by a plastic hardening/softening
process. In the modified Cam-Clay model, this pressure is an exponential function of the plastic

strain and reads:

Pe = plexp (—k (¢F — 47)) (9.60)

where p0 is a reference pressure associated with the plastic porosity ¢ while & is the recom-

pression index in a hydrostatic loading test. The reference consolidation pressure is chosen as
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Paste Mortar
Int. | CH Lea. | As. Lea. | Int. | CH Lea. | As. Lea.
Crit. State slope M [1] | 1.42 1.22 0.97 1.77 1.63 1.40
pr [MPa] 10.43 10.2 1.03 4.81 4.86 0.50
pY [MPa] 69.0 64.09 6.3 37.3 39.0 4.06
A (1] 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
k [1] 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05

Table 9.1: Determined Cam-Clay strength parameters.

the onset of yielding so that the reference plastic porosity is zero. The reference consolidation
pressure can be determined from either the hydrostatic test or a uniaxial compression test.
Here, we use the uniaxial compression test for which experimental data are available for the
the intact and the asymptotically degraded state. We assume that the uniaxial compressive

strength f, is reached as yield starts. From there pJ can be determined:

Pl = % + e (9.61)
M2 (‘% + Pt)

The constant k is determined from hydrostatic loading experiments. For the asymptotically
leached specimens, the test results from Chapter 6 (see Section 6.2.1) are used. For intact
cementitious materials, no hydrostatic tests were performed during this investigation. Available
data in the open literature presented by Chen [32] and originally published by Green et al.
[58], are used. From these data, k is determined as the slope of the loading path beyond the
consolidation pressure in a logarithmic plot of the p—e graph of the hydrostatic tests, where e =
¢/ (1 — @) >~ ¢P/ (1 — ¢y) is the void ratio. This comes to assume that the elastic deformations
are small compared to the elastic ones. An analogous constant, A, can be determined from an
unloading branch of a hydrostatic test, describing the relation between mean stress and void
ratio. Figure 9-1 illustrates the procedure. Analyzing the experimental data for hydrostatic test
in the case of intact material (concrete) and the asymptotically leached materials reveals that
the parameters A and x are virtually the same, and thus not affected by chemical degradation.
Hence, irrespective of loading, and of the chemical state of the material, the coefficients A and
k are considered to be constant. Table 9.1 summarizes the values for the different parameters

used in the Cam-Clay model.
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Figure 9-1: Examplary determination of A and « from a hydrostatic compression test carried
out in this study.

252



9.3.3 Plastic Evolution Laws

In this subsection the remaining evolution laws for the plasticity model are presented. These
are the flow rule and the hardening law for each of the loading surfaces. For both, the Cam-Clay

and the Drucker-Prager loading function, we assume an associated plasticity.
Cam-Clay Flow Rule and Hardening Law

The Cam-Clay flow rule reads

3 1/
= d)\CC l:ms + § (Elfl + (pc — pt)) 1] (962)

dfcc

dE%C =dAcc 7%

where dA.. is the plastic multiplier for the Cam-Clay model. As we assume isotropic plasticity,

the plastic volume change reads:

Ofcc
Op

dfcc ' -
4B 0 = dcogs = dhcc (=5 + (e - m)) = dicc

=ddh,  (9.63)

The equality between volumetric plastic deformation and plastic porosity change results from
[ =1 and the hypothesis of associated plasticity. The sign of the volume change depends on

the sign of E'ICI + (pc — pt) as the plastic multiplier is always positive:
sign (dEf)”CC> = sign (27\’4 + (pc — pt)) (9.64)

In other words, if the effective plastic mean stress E;CI is smaller than the pressure difference
Pe — pt, the volume change is negative and contraction takes place. In the opposite case,
dilatation occurs. The pressure difference p. — p; marks the point of zero volume change and is
therefore also called the critical pressure p.. = p. — ps. In the absence of chemical dissolution,

the consistency condition for the Cam-Clay model reads:

dfoc =0 dJy + (2}\’; + pc,) dx?, = d o Hoe (9.65)

3
T 2M?

where Hpe is the hardening modulus. The hardening law describes how the elastic domain

evolves as yielding occurs. The hardening force in the Cam-Clay model is { = p., defined by
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v

(9.60) and the associated hardening variable is x¢oo = E? cc = ¢ It follows that

OU _ _ope

oo = 52 ~ "o

(9.66)

Drucker-Prager Flow Rule

The Drucker-Prager loading surface which is valid in the compression-tension transition zone,
is also characterized by an associated flow rule. However, no hardening is considered - reflecting
the virtually not existing hardening in the uniaxial compression and tension test (Section 6.6).

The flow rule reads:

Ofpp S 5
dEY, , = d\pp——= = d)\ —+ -1 .67
DP DP ™55, DP |57 +t3 (9.67)
and the plastic volumetric strains read:
Ofpp Ofpp
dE? ,p = =dA =dA = .
v,DP d)\DP BEM DP5 DFP Bp déb%p (9 68)

where d\pp denotes the plastic multiplier. Table 9.2 recapitulates the plasticity model elements.

9.3.4 Extension to Chemoplastic Evolutions

The evolution laws (9.62), (9.63) and (9.67), (9.68) are the standard poroplastic evolution laws
that hold irrespective of any chemical changes that affect the strength domain at the same
time as the porous material yields under load. However, simultaneous yielding and chemical
dissolution changes the expression of the plastic multiplier [42]. This is due to the dependence
of the hardening force on the chemical degradation state. To illustrate this phenomenon, let us

rewrite the loading function f (E'T’ = Z+p1;¢ (x, ¢c)) in the form:

f=f(27x06) <0 (9.69)
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Summary of the Poroplastic Constitutive Equations

State Equations: X = g + (ko (¢°) + 20 (¢%)) tr (E—EP)1+2u(¢°) (E — EP)
—b(¢°) (p— po) 1

p=po+M(¢°) (=b(¢°) tr (E — EP) + (¢™ — ¢"))
¢° = f ([Ca®*] ) (9.55)
. 2
Loading Surfaces: 2fcc = ﬁ?’é%jg + [EAZ} + (pc — pt)] — (pe +Pt)2 <0
fop = VR +6(¢%) B —c(¢7) <0
Flow Rules: dE%C =dXco [mﬁﬁgs -+ % (E,Apl + (pec — Pt)) 1:}

dEL o = dgh = droc (SF + (pe—p1))

dE}p = dpp |55 + 4421

dEp,Dp = d\ppd (d)c)

U

Hardening Rule:  p. = pQ (¢°) exp (—& (¢°) (¢ — ¢5))

Table 9.2: Summary of the poroplastic model equations.
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The plastic consistency condition reads:

_ O e O, OF
—82,p.d2 +6de+8¢°

df dg® =0 (9.70)

In contrast to the standard poroplastic evolutions, a simultaneous change of the mechanical
loading and a dissolution process becomes apparent. Since x is a plastic hardening variable,
the plastic hardening modulus is assumed to be solely associated with the evolution of dy, thus
as in standard poroplasticity:

o*U

8f
—_—— * — — 0 1
axdx d)\H, H 8)(2 (9 7 )

In return, use of (9.71) in (9.70) delivers the following modified expression of the chemoplastic

multiplier:

Lof
H 9¢°

B_C;):% : dX'? is the purely poroplastic multiplier. The additional term on the

right hand side is due to a dissolution process that occurs simultaneously as plastic deformation

where dA|, = L

takes place. H is readily obtained by using for f in (9.72) the Cam-Clay or the Drucker-Prager
model, with the dependence of M, p., p; and 6, c respectively on the chemical porosity change.
These expressions are not developed here. Focus of the application part (Chapters 10 and 11)
will be the residual strength capacity of structures at a given chemical degradation state. This

does not require to consider chemoplastic evolutions.

9.4 Dissolution-Diffusion Problem

9.4.1 Motivation

The chemomechanical model developed in this chapter is based on a single macroscopic state
variable for leaching, that is the chemical porosity ¢°. This chemical porosity is related to the
calcium concentration by relation (9.55). To close the constitutive model, a dissolution-diffusion
model is required that gives access to the calcium concentration. This will be achieved here by

extending the one-dimensional two-front model of Chapter 3 to three dimensions.
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The dissolution-diffusion model developed below is the three-dimensional version of the 1D

two-front model of Chapter 3. This two-front approach has its significance in two aspects:

e The model is consistent with the micromechanical scales of cement-based materials. It
takes into account the fundamentally different nature of the Portlandite and C-S-H leach-
ing, which take place at two different scales of the microstructure: Level II for the Port-

landite dissolution and Level I for the C-S-H decalcification.

o It simplifies the transport description for further practical applications of the model in
model-based simulations; and limits the number of material states to the ones for which
properties can be determined either through experiments (see Chapter 5 and 6) or through

an extension by micromechanical modeling (see Chapter 7 and 8).

9.4.2 Model Equations

The dissolution-diffusion model is a macroscopic model of a saturated porous medium of vol-
ume V consisting of a fluid phase Vy and a solid phase V;. The considered porous medium
corresponds to a Level II microstructure. The extension to mortars and concretes (Level III) is
straightforward due to the inertness of the aggregates which do not alter the process. The solid
phase is characterized by a calcium concentration [Ca”] , While in the fluid phase that occupies
the total pore space, a calcium concentration [Ca2+] oo Prevails. As we consider two leaching
fronts, leaching takes place only when either one of the equilibrium conditions is violated. The
two fronts correspond to the leaching of the Portlandite and the decalcification of C-S-H at
C/S =1. The locations of these two fronts are denoted by xc_g-g and xcn, respectively,
where we consider the geometrical setting chosen such that both xc-s-g and Xcp increase
with time. Moreover, due to the equilibrium conditions, we always have: |xc_s-u| < |[XcH|-
The mass conservation of the calcium in the fluid phase (solvent), is obtained from (9.33) by

considering that any dissolution occurs only on the dissolution fronts, thus:

Wsol

AL B 73
Msol 0 (9 )

0
a (¢ [Ca2+] 30!) +V
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where M, is the molar mass of calcium ions (40x103 kg / m3), wp /M, is ion flux vector in

the fluid phase. This mass flux is considered to obey Fick’s law and is written as :

Wsol

Y —¢D (¢) V [Ca®*]

(9.74)

sol

where D (¢) is the diffusivity of the calcium in the pore solution, which depends on the porosity.
The dependence of the diffusivity of cement-based materials on the porosity was studied in
detail by Tognazzi [144]. Based on experimental results the following relation was proposed for

porosities between 20% and 60%:
D (¢) = aexp (bp) with a =2.35 x 1073 m? /s and b = 9.95 (9.75)

Relation (9.75) is adopted in this study. In addition to the mass conservation, initial and

boundary conditions are specified. The initial condition is:
t <0,vx: [Ca®t] , = [Ca®t], (9.76)

where [Ca2+]0 is the initial calcium concentration. Boundary conditions are given either in
terms of the calcium concentration or in terms of the flux:

Ly [Ca'2+] sol [Ca2+]

sol (977)
T,:D(¢) V [Ca®t]

.n:'q

on'=Ty 4T
sol
where I';, and I'; are the two complementary parts of the contour I' = ) with outward normal

vector n.

At the two leaching fronts, the mass conservation leads to so called Rankine-Hugoniot jump
conditions [120, 70], which were given for the 1-D model by equations (3.8) and (3.9). The 3-D
extension of these jump conditions read:

((MCa2+¢DV [Ca?*],)o- = (Mga2+¢DV [Ca?*] ) . )-n (9.78)

C—S—H Xg_s-H

- A¢%-S—HpCa2+VC——S-—H ‘n=0, forx=xc_g_g:

((Mc+ DV [C53],),.. ~ AdbuponVier) -n =0, for x=xeu:  (6.79)

258



Case [Ca?"] Ty [Ca2+]gI_S_H | meon Ams
Deionized Water 22mmol /] | 2mmol /] 182kg /m® | 338kg /m®
Ammonium Nitrate [6M] || 2.7mol /] | 0.5mol/] 182kg /m® | 338kg / m®

Table 9.3: Physical Parameters for leaching.

where A¢G_g_ i = ¢&_g_n— 9%.cu and Adgy = ¢, cy denote the change in chemical porosity
due to the C-S-H dissolution and Portlandite dissolution, respectively. These values are given
by relations (9.55). Vo_g-g and Vg are the velocities of the two leaching fronts. pg,2+ and
pcp are real mass densities of the dissolved matter. They are different due to the different
leaching mechanisms: For C-S-H, the calcium alone is dissolved from the structure while in the
case of Portlandite, the complete crystal agglomeration goes into solution.

The equilibrium for the two minerals is described by two sets of equilibrium conditions

which read [149]:

[Ca2+] sol C c [ a'2+] sol
—roem 1 S0 ¢esn—¢hen 20 | —mas 1 (9.80)
[Ca' ]eq [Ca ]eq
X (¢&-s-n — 9Scn) =0
[Ca2+] SO C [Ca2+] S0 C
@—C_PZI -1<0;6%,cg 205 W - X ¢ ,cg =0 (9.81)
eq eq

[Ca2+]SqH and [Ca2+]gq-S-H

are the calcium equilibrium concentrations for Portlandite and
C-S-H dissolution, determined in Chapter 3 for the ammonium nitrate and the deionized water
leaching method. Table 9.3 recapitulates these values along with some typical values of the

relative mass changes that go along with the leaching process.

9.4.3 Presence of Fractures

In the presence of fractures, the presented approach has to be extended. Considering a fracture
channel with an advective flow, characterized by a velocity vector vy, the expression for the

solute flux in the fracture channel reads [95]:

Wsol

M, =V [Ca?*], — [Ca®*], vy (9.82)
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where Dy is the diffusion coefficient for calcium in water and [Ca2+] f is the calcium concen-

tration in the fracture channel. From a dimensional analysis of the invariants of equations

(9.73) through (9.79) and (9.82) in a one-dimensional setting Mainguy et al. [95] showed that
X

besides the Boltzmann diffusion variables (¢ = 275 1-e.(3.17)), a new invariant, related to
1

the fracture presence appears:

T=— (9.83)

where z is the spacial variable along the axis of the fracture and vy = vy - e, is the advection
velocity along the z-direction. The other components of vy are considered zero. The invariants
£ and 7 can be combined to a Péclet number, which quantifies the relative importance of the
advective transport and the diffusive transport:
, C

Pé= 4% = DLf (9.84)
For Pe >> 1, the advective transport dominates; and for Pe < 1 it is the inverse. Based on the
definition of the Péclet number, Mainguy et al. [95] showed that in the case of dominating dif-
fusive transport in the fracture (Pe < 1), the time-space dependence is scaled by the quadratic
root of time (z (t) o t1/4); in contrast to the case of dominating advective transport in which it
is scaled by the square root of time (z () o t1/2). In other words, only in the case of dominating
advective transport will the effect of the fracture be dominating. If this is not the case, the
quadratic root of time dependency will slow down the diffusion and gives rise to a “fracture
congestion phenomenon”[94]. While the detailed derivation of this phenomenon goes beyond
the scope of our study, the result is important for us: Given the general small Péclet numbers in
cracks in cement-based materials, the overall degradation process of the bulk material is little
affected by the presence of cracks. Hence, coupling effects related to an apparent increase of the
macroscopic diffusion coeflicient D due to cracks can be neglected. In other words, irreversible
skeleton evolutions (related to cracking) are uncoupled from the dissolution-diffusion problem,

and vice versa.
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9.5 Chapter Summary: Two Step Resolution

In this Chapter, we presented the elements of the constitutive model for cement-based mate-
rials subjected to calcium leaching. The model combines the experimentally and theoretically
developed knowledge base about cement-based materials subjected to leaching. Through a
micromechanical analysis we identified the sources of dissipation when both mechanical load-
ing and chemical dissolution occur. Particularly the identification of the chemical porosity as
a state variable is of importance. Through the chemical porosity, the interaction of calcium
leaching and mechanical properties is given. On the other hand we showed that the influence of
the mechanical loading on the dissolution process is negligible. This allows the solution of any
combined leaching - mechanics problem in a two step process. First the dissolution-diffusion
problem is solved, leading to a chemical porosity distribution. Then the mechanical problem
can be treated, with material properties based on the chemical porosity.

The mechanical part of the constitutive model uses a poroelastoplastic description of the

mechanical performance:

e The poroelastic part employs the micromechanical estimates of Biot coeflicient, Biot mod-

ulus and Young’s modulus, developed in Chapter 7 (see Table 7.9).

e A two surface plasticity model is used for the strength description. In addition to the
experimental data for asymptotic leaching states, the micromechanical strength estimates

developed in Chapter 8 (see Table 8.3) are used for the intermediate leaching state.

The dissolution-diffusion model for calcium leaching provides the extension to 3-D of the
one-dimensional two-front modeling approach developed in Chapter 3. In addition, based on a
dimensionless comparison of advective and diffusive transport through the fracture, the effect
of cracks on the macroscopic degradation process can be shown to be generally negligible. This
is an additional argument for a staggered treatment of the coupled chemomechanical problem:
First a dissolution-diffusion part followed by a poroplastic analysis. This staggered scheme will

be employed for model-based simulations.
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Chapter 10

Validation of the Constitutive Model

10.1 Introduction

In the second and third part of this study, the mechanical behavior of cementitious materials
subjected to leaching was studied both experimentally and theoretically from Levels I to III,
which culminated in the development of the constitutive model in Chapter 9 that contains all the
available information. It offers the possibility to numerically study the structural performance
of inhomogeneously leached cement-based materials and structures. This is the focus of the
third part of this study, which is composed of two chapters. This Chapter presents a validation
of the chosen approach. Chapter 11 is devoted to a design application, using this approach.
The validation presented in this Chapter is a check of the relevance and quality of the chosen
description of the material behavior in the presence of leaching. This includes both a validation
of the dissolution-diffusion model and of the strength deformation model. The validation is
performed through comparison of experimental data and model-based simulation results. A set
of three validation cases is presented, each of which focuses on different aspects of the material
description. In the first validation case, a uniaxial compression load case on a partially leached
cement paste is studied, focusing on the strength description in the compressive loading domain.
The second validation case deals with a partially leached notched mortar beam in bending, which
involves the leaching prediction, the tensile strength domain and the deformation behavior both
in tension and compression. The third validation case assesses the time-scales of the bending

strength evolution of mortar beams in different degradation scenarios focusing on the change
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Figure 10-1: Schematic description of the two possible loading scenarios. In (a) a constant load
F is applied as the leaching, expressed through [Ca] progresses. (b) shows the application of a
load at a certain fixed degradation state.

in time-scales involved. The three validation cases are all examples of load cases in which the
mechanical loading is applied for a given degradation state (Figure 10-1 (b)). The case in which
a constant mechanical load is applied as leaching occurs (Figure 10-1 (a)) which would require

a complete chemoplastic description (see Section 9.3.4), is not further considered in this study.

10.2 Finite Element Implementation

The model-based simulations are performed using a finite element implementation of the model
equations in the finite-element code CESAR-LCPC [71]. Following the two-step resolution
procedure described in Section 9.5, a staggered scheme of two consecutive calculation steps is
chosen. The leaching calculations are preformed with the module LIXI [91], which includes

a variable change so that the solid calcium concentration becomes the unknown. Figure 10-2
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Figure 10-2: Modified Berner curve to account for the two-front approach in the solid-solute
calcium equilibrium.

shows the connection between calcium concentration in the solute and the solid that is given
by a modified Berner curve, reflecting the two-front approach. The mechanical calculations
are performed with an enriched version of MPNL, a poroplasticity module. The description of
the finite element algorithm, including the implemented return mapping algorithm, is given in

Appendix D.

10.3 Validation I: Carde’s Uniaxial Compression Tests on Par-

tially Leached Cement Paste Cylinders

The first validation case is performed by comparing model-based predictions and experimental
results of the compression of partially leached cement paste cylinders (Level II). The experi-

mental data were provided by Carde [28]. With the study of this case, we specifically want to
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validate:

e The use of the two front approach, to capture the non-homogeneous degradation mecha-

nisms, and

e The micromechanical model of the strength properties at Level 11, in particular for the

intermediate leaching state.

The loading state is purely compressive in this validation case, which allows us to focus on

the strength description in the low confinement compressive regime.

10.3.1 Experimental Configuration and Results

The experimental results are uniaxial compression tests by Carde [28] obtained on partially
leached cylindrical cement paste specimens. The specimens have a diameter of 10, 12, 14, 20
and 30 mm and a height of twice the diameter. We focus here on the 30 mm specimens, because
no size effects were reported by Carde. The cement paste specimens were prepared at a water-
cement ratio of w/c =0.5 and were leached by Carde in a 6M Ammonium Nitrate solution bath,
similar to the one presented in Chapter 3. The specimens for mechanical testing are leached
radially only. For the characterization of the leaching process, Carde introduced the following

surface ratio:

A,
YoCH = A;H (10.1)

where Ar is the total surface of the cylinder while A_,cy is the leached surface. The leached
surface corresponds to the area in which the Portlandite has been leached. This was measured
by Carde through a visual inspection of the Portlandite dissolution front location. A second
front was not considered by Carde. The surface ratio of v_czg = 1, which corresponds to a
specimen in which the Portlandite front has reached the center, does not correspond to the end
of the leaching process.

During the mechanical test, the load is applied through a described displacement and the
total vertical force is recorded. The applied displacement rate was not reported by Carde.
Carde’s results are presented in Table 10.1. They contain the reference 28-day compressive
strength f. obtained on intact specimens of the same batch. The leached compressive strength,

fe,leached Tefers to the total measured force divided by the total area of the cylinder, Ar.
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Y-cCcH [l] fc [MP&] | fc,leached [MPa]
0.25 54.2 45.1
0.39 54.2 38.1
0.54 54.2 34.0
0.72 56.5 28.3
1.00 56.5 14.6

Table 10.1: Experimental results by Carde on the 30mm cylindrical cement paste specimens

000010 0 O 0 0 0 000 4 A 00 010 0010600 0 000 00 40 0 0 O 10 10 430 A0 00 0 04 6200 0010 100 000 0 00 0 0000030 1606 0 0 1 000 00 1 0 0 06 000 0010 0 0 A 6 o O 0

Figure 10-3: Mesh for the FE calculation.

10.3.2 Model-based Simulations and Results
Mesh

The mesh employed in the computations consists of one row of 100 rectangular elements with
linear calcium concentration and displacement interpolation. The linear interpolation is chosen
for a better representation of the sharp dissolution fronts. One row of elements is sufficient
in this situation, as the leaching phenomenon is completely radial and the mechanical loading
purely vertical. The elements are axisymmetric and have a radial length of 0.015cm. The
element size was chosen after some study of different sizes so that even for short leaching times
a good representation of the stress state is achieved. To check the mesh sensitivity of the results,

a second, finer mesh consisting of 1,000 elements is used for comparison.
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Leaching Simulation Input Data

Portlandite Front | [Ca®*] =8.0mol/1; [Ca®"]  =2.7mol/]

C-S-H Front Ca’*| =4.5mol/]; [CaF]  =0.5mol/]

Initial porosity ¢$g =0.35

Diffusion Coeff. | D (@) = aexp (bp) with a = 2.35 x 10~19m?/s and b = 9.95

Table 10.2: Input data for the leaching simulation.

Leaching Calculation
Boundary Conditions and Equilibrium Data

For the leaching calculation the following boundary conditions are used:

[Ca®t] (R=15mm,z1t) = 4.5mol/] (10.2)

7(R,z=+0.075mm,t) = 0 (10.3)

where [Ca2+]s is the solid calcium concentration and g the calcium flux. The imposed solid
calcium concentration of 4.5mol /] corresponds to the asymptotic calcium concentration after

leaching!. The initial condition on the solid calcium concentration is given by:
[Ca?*], (R, 2,t < 0) =14.Tmol /1 (10.4)

The equilibrium data and the diffusion coefficient formulation used for the leaching calculation
are given in Table 10.2. The shown equilibrium values correspond to the results presented in
Section 3.2. The diffusion coefficient was determined from Tognazzi’s formula [144], i.e. Eq.

(9.75).

Results

The leaching of the cylinder is calculated for different time steps. The time steps are determined

so that well spaced values for the surface ratio <y are obtained. Particularly for lower values,

1Given the relation between [Ca“]s and [Ca”]wl, which is given by the modified Berner curve (Figure

10-2); it is numerically more stable to carry out the simulation using [Ca“]s as principal unknown. For details
see Appendix D.2 and [91]. This asymptotic concentration is based on the experimental observation presented
in Section 3.4.
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Figure 10-4: Results from the leaching calculation at v_,cy = 0.69. Note that double arrows
indicate zero flux boundary conditions.

the effect of the leaching is expected to be strong. The y_,cy values are 0.07, 0.19, 0.26, 0.31,
0.42, 0.54, 0.69, and 1.0. The time for the Portlandite front to reach the center (y_cg = 1)
is 45 days. This compares well to the analytical solution (Equation (3.73)) which predicts 44
days?. Figure 10-4 shows a plot of the calcium concentration distribution at y_,cy = 0.69, with

the location of the Portlandite front and the C-S-H front.
Mechanical Calculation

Input Values

The displacement boundary conditions are:

u.(R,z = 0.075mm,t) = ug(t) (10.5)
w(R,z = —0.075mm,t)=0 (10.6)

where ug4(t) is the prescribed vertical displacement. The mechanical input values for the yield
surfaces are given in Table 10.3. They are extracted from Tables 8.3 and 9.1. The properties for

the intermediate leaching state are based on the application of the micromechanical estimates

2This time is readily calculated with the formulas presented in Chapter 3. In fact the leaching time scales
with the square of the radius: t; = (R1/Ro)® to.
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Input Parameters | Mechanical Calculation
Intact | CH leached I Asymp. leached

épp [1] 1.62 1.39 0.99
cpp [MPa] 2.09 1.80 0.79
M [1] 1.42 1.22 0.97
pr [MPa] 10.43 10.2 1.03
Pc [MPal 69.0 64.1 6.3
AL 0.01 0.01 0.01
K [1 0.05 0.05 0.05

Table 10.3: Mechanical input data

given in sections 8.2 and 8.3. The calculations are performed completely drained so that no

pore pressure effects occur.

Results

For the different leaching ratios -y the vertical stress distribution and total vertical force are
determined. Figure 10-5 shows the distribution of the vertical stress, ¥,, for three degradation
states. The sharp dissolution fronts result in zones of distinct material properties and hence
different stress states. The comparison with the experimental results of Carde is performed by

calculating the stress ratio & which is defined as:

1[5 (r)dA

Y=
A fc,O

(10.7)

where f. is the reference uniaxial compressive strength, here 54.2 MPa. A comparison of the
experimental and model-based results in Figure 10-6, shows that the model-based results are in
very good agreement with the experimental results by Carde. The simplicity of the loading case
gives the opportunity to check the performance of the following two model elements: The two
front dissolution approach and the micromechanical strength models. The combination of both
elements in model-based simulations performs rather well. Finally, the difference between the
two meshes is negligible (see Figure 10-6). The results obtained with the coarser mesh almost
coincide with the 10-times finer mesh. In this validation case, the mesh density has only an
influence on the mechanical part of the calculation. For the leaching part, a mesh sensitivity

of sharp dissolution front is known [95] in what concerns the location of the front in time.
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Figure 10-5: Results for the vertical stress distribution for three selected degradation states.
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Figure 10-6: Comparison of the stress ratio % for different y_,qy levels between the experiments
by Carde and the model based simulations.
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However, in this validation case the time plays no role because of the strength comparison as a

function of the time independent surface ratio v_,cy.

10.4 Validation II: Le Bellego’s Three-Point Bending Tests on
Partially Leached Mortar Beams

The second validation case of the multiscale material model involves a mechanically more com-
plex case: The three-point bending of a notched mortar beam for which the experimental data

were provided by Le Bellego [80]. This validation case focuses on three main aspects:

e The leaching prediction in time, particularly the Portlandite front location.
o The strength description in the tensile domain.

e The deformation behavior in both the tension and compression domain.

10.4.1 Experimental Results by Le Bellego [80]

In her study of the chemical and mechanical couplings of calcium leaching in cementitious
materials, Le Bellego conducted a large series of three-point bending tests of partially leached
mortar beams [80]. In some cases, the beams were first leached and then mechanically tested.
In other cases, the leaching took place under constant mechanical load. We consider here a case
in which first the leaching occurs and then the beam is loaded mechanically. The considered
beam has a size of 40 mm x80 mm x320 mm. The mortar was prepared at a water-cement ratio
of w/ec = 0.5. The beam is leached during 114 days in a 6M ammonium nitrate solution,
comparable to the one presented in Chapter 3. Figure 10-7 (a) shows the leaching configuration
of the beam. During the leaching period, the lateral surfaces of the beam and the top surface
are covered with an RTV epoxy, preventing the ammonium nitrate from attacking the material.
In addition, on the bottom surface a 60 mm long section at the corners of the beam is protected.
The remaining surface open to the chemical attack is a 200 mm x40 mm surface on the bottom
of the beam. The degradation depth, corresponding to the Portlandite dissolution front, was
measured by Le Bellego with Phenolphthalein on four beams. The average value after 114 days

is 22 mm from the bottom of the beam.
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Figure 10-7: (a) Bottom and side view of the beam in its leaching configuration. (b) Mechanical
loading configuration. Adapted from [80].
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Figure 10-8: Averaged force displacement curve by Le Bellego for the three-point bending test.
From Fig. 3-55 in [80].

After leaching, the beam was notched with a diamond saw. The 8 mm long and 3 mm
wide notch is entirely in the leached section of the beam. The distance between supports
is 240mm. The three-point bending test was carried out displacement driven with a crack
mouth opening displacement feedback control. The crack mouth opening rate was 0.25 um /s,
which corresponds roughly to a deformation rate of 8 x 10~5s~1. Based on this rate drained
conditions can be assumed. Figure 10-7 (b) shows a picture of the three-point bending loading
configuration. The result presented by Le Bellego is a force-displacement curve shown in Figure
10-8. For the validation, the descending part of the curve will not be considered because it is
controlled by the fracture properties of the structure, which are not included in our model.
Comparing the results on leached and unleached notched beams, Le Bellego also reported a
higher displacement at failure for the degraded beams. In addition, a smaller effect of the notch

on the maximum force for degraded than for undegraded beams was found in the experiments.
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10.4.2 Model-Based Simulations and Comparison
Leaching Calculation
Mesh, Boundary and Initial Conditions, Equilibrium Values

The mesh used for both the leaching and the bending calculation is shown in Figure 10-9.
Making use of the symmetry of the problem, only half of the beam is modeled. The mesh
consists of three-node linear elements around the notch and four-node linear elements in the

middle part and around the supports. The initial condition is:
[Ca2+]s (z,y,t <0) =14.7mol /1 (10.8)

which corresponds to a w/c = 0.5 cement paste. The aggregates in the mortar have no influence
on the leaching kinetics and can be neglected for the leaching process (see Section 3.4). The

boundary conditions for the leaching calculation are:

[Ca**] (y=0,0 <z < 100mm,t) = 4.5mol/] (10.9)

onI'g={z=0,y; z,y=280; z =160,y; 100< 2 <160,y =0}:9=0 (10.10)

The asymptotic solid calcium concentration of 4.5 mol /1 is imposed in the zone in contact with
the ammonium nitrate solution. The notch is included in the leaching calculations to facilitate
the portability of the mesh to the subsequent mechanical calculation. The change in leaching
progress through the presence of the notch is small. The equilibrium values for the two leaching

fronts are the same as in the first validation case and given in Table 10.2.

Results from Leaching Calculation

The result of the leaching calculation is the calcium concentration distribution in the solid
displayed in Figure 10-10. The model-based simulations predict for the 114 days leaching
period the location of the Portlandite front at 22 mm from the bottom of the beam. This is
in very good agreement with Le Bellego’s result. This underscores the prediction capability of

the two-front leaching model.
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Figure 10-9: Mesh used for the simulation of the leaching and the bending.
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Figure 10-10: Results of the model based leaching calculations. Leaching takes place during
114 days.
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Input Parameters | Mechanical Calculation
Intact | CH leached | Asymp. leached

épp (1] 1.42 1.39 0.71
cCpp [MPa] 4.7 4.3 1.1
M 1] 1.77 1.64 1.29
pr [MPa) 9.9 9.2 1.5
pe [MPa] 40.9 38.0 6.2
Al 0.01 0.01 0.01
k[l 0.05 0.05 0.05

Table 10.4: Mechanical input data for validation case 2

Boundary Conditions and Input Data for the Mechanical Calculation

The mechanical boundary conditions are the following:

uy(z = 0,y =80,t) = uqg(t) (10.11)
u(z = 0,y,t)=0 (10.12)
uy(z = 120,y =0,t) =0 (10.13)

The vertical displacement ug = 0.05 mm is applied in ten equal load steps. Boundary condition
(10.12) is a symmetry condition in the symmetry axis (see Figure 10-9). The vertical displace-
ment at the support (10.13) is set to zero on three nodes to avoid stress concentrations. The
calculations are performed under isothermal and drained conditions.

The mechanical input data for the beams are largely based on the data provided by Le
Bellego [80]. Table 10.4 summarizes the used values. From the reported uniaxial compressive
strength on cylinders of 44.3 MPa and the uniaxial tensile strength (in direct tension) of 4.5 MPa
the parameters §pp and cpp are determined from (5.32). The slope of the critical state line
M is assumed to have the same value as the tested mortars in our study. From the uniaxial
compression strength and M follow the consolidation pressure p, and p; according to (9.61). For
the values of the parameters in the asymptotically leached state, the same degradation scenario
as for the mortars tested in this study is assumed. The parameters for the intermediate leaching
state are calculated with the micromechanical estimates of sections 8.2 and 8.3 by using Eq.
(8.31) and (8.44), respectively. The parameters A and & for the Cam-Clay hardening were

derived in Section 9.3. The poroelastic properties are assumed to correspond to the values of
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Table 7.9.

Results from Mechanical Analysis

Figure 10-11 shows a comparison of the experimental force-displacement curve (closed line) and
the model-based simulations (square elements for each load step). The model-based simulations
show a good agreement with the experimental curve until roughly 60% of the experimentally
observed maximum load. From there on, the reproduction is still good albeit not perfect. At
the maximum load of the experimental results, the model-based simulations suggest that the
load could be increased further. The good agreement between the two results before failure
indicates that the modeling of the material strength in tension and the deformation behavior
is adequate. The fact that the failure load is not correctly predicted is due to the presence
of the notch. Around the notch, close to the failure load, a strong stress concentration takes
place which is typical for a fracture failure. The fracture behavior is not included in our model

formulation.

Discussion

A second force displacement curve can be calculated with a beam of which the height is reduced
by the leached part (22 mm). The triangle curve in Figure 10-11 shows that the bending capacity
of such a beam is much smaller than the actual beam behavior. Inverting this argument means
that the leached parts of the beam are still valuable for the bending resistance of the beam. A
closer look at the stress and plastic strain distribution in the section confirms this finding that
the leached parts are still important load carrying elements of the beam particularly because
of the distance to the neutral axis, and the small but accountable asymptotic strength. The
Yz, distribution along the height of the beam is shown in Figure 10-12 for a load level of
0.048 mm. In the lower part of the beam where the notch is situated, ¥, is zero. Above the
notch, the tensile strength is the limiting factor for the stress distribution and a well developed
zone of plastic deformation is obtained. Figure 10-13 shows the X, distribution along with the
equivalent plastic strains at a prescribed vertical displacement of 0.048 mm (which is close to the
peak load). The equivalent plastic strains are defined as the norm of the plastic strain tensor:

Eé’; = vE? : EP. The figure shows that the plastic zones are the zones in tension. Moreover,
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Figure 10-11: Comparison of the load - deflection curves from the experiments (closed line)
and the model-based simulations. The squares indicate the notched beam simulation while the
triangles correspond to a beam with a decreased height, corresponding to the leached zone.

281



10.0
Height [cm]

8.0 pa—
6.0 \

4.0

B

0.0
-10.0 -7.5 -5.0 2.5 0.0 2.5 5.0

2. [MPa]

Figure 10-12: 3., distribution in the notched beam at x=1.5mm at a displacement of 0.048 mm

the notch seems to shield the bulk of the beam: The plastic effects are very much confined to
the proximity of the notch. The leached material concentrates the imposed deformation and
in this way protects the intact material above from the effects of the notch. This observation
might explain the less detrimental effects of a notch on leached beams that was noted by Le
Bellego. This may explain how the material ductility which was discussed in Section 6.6.2 leads
to beneficial structural effects: Instead of leading to brittle failure starting from the notch,
the capacity of the leached material to plastically deform enhances the structural ductility
performance. This is captured by the model-based simulation. It is suggested that this ductility
increase is at the origin of higher displacements at failure in partially leached notch beams than
in unleached beams as reported by Le Bellego. The effect of the notch and the role the leached
material plays in it can be explained by comparing the stress distribution in an unnotched

beam. Figure 10-14 shows the ¥, distribution along the height of the beam with and without
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Figure 10-13: Stress ¥, the plastic deformation zone and plastic strains for the notched beam
at a displacement of 0.048 mm.
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Figure 10-14: Comparison of the ¥, distribution in the notched and unnotched beam. Imposed
displacement is 0.048 mm in both cases.

notch. The stress distribution in the middle part of the beam is very similar in both cases. The
main difference is due to the notch that forces the stress to zero, while in the unnotched beam
the residual tensile strength is reached. We also note from Figure 10-14 that at the top of the
beam a higher compressive stress is reached when no notch is present. This shows that the
notch through its stress concentrating effect prior to softening inhibits the beam rotation and
leads to a stronger activation of the compressive zone. Figure 10-15 shows the complete ¥,
distribution and the plastic points in the unnotched beam. The plastic zone is much increased
compared to the notched beam and correspondingly the stress distribution is affected. The
large area of plastic strains in the unnotched beam underscores the stress concentration effect
of the notch in the degraded material zone. This limits the detrimental effect of the notch on

the bending performance.
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10.4.3 Conclusion of the Validation Step

The comparison of the model-based simulations and the experimental results on the three-point

bending of a partially leached mortar beam gives encouraging results:

¢ The Portlandite leaching front propagates at the same rate as measured by Le Bellego,

underscoring the reliability of the leaching prediction.

e The force - displacement curves of the model-based simulations and the experiment agree
well until the fracture behavior starts to dominate the experimental results. The good
agreement confirms the strength modeling in tension and the micromechanical strength
modeling for the intermediate degradation state in a very complex stress state around a

notch.

¢ From the model-based simulation, the less detrimental effect of the notch on leached beams
can be explained. In the leached material, the plastic deformations are localized close to
the notch, shielding the bulk material. In addition, comparison with a beam reduced by
the height of the leached zone shows that the residual strength in leached parts of the
beam provide an important contribution to the bending capacity of a partially leached

beam.

10.5 Validation III: Schneider’s Time Evolution of Four-Point
Bending Strength

The third validation case focuses on the evolution of the flexural performance in time. The
validation case involves mortar beams that are leached for different durations before being
tested in four-point bending. Experimental results for this case were provided by Schneider
& Chen [129, 130]. The focus of this validation case is the evaluation of the time-scale of the

flexural performance degradation.
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10.5.1 Experimental Configuration and Results

Schneider and Chen performed tests on leached mortar beams as part of a research project
on chemical corrosion and stress corrosion of high performance cementitious materials. The
tests we consider in our validation case were performed on mortar beams produced at a water-
cement ratio of w/c =0.5 from a Type I Portland cement and a fine sand. The beams have a
size of 40 mm x40 mm x160 mm. The leaching takes place in a 10% ammonium nitrate solution.
This corresponds to a concentration of 68 & NHsNOj3 per kilogram of solution. The volume of
the bath and the ratio of mortar volume and bath volume are not given in the experimental
description. At different times between 7 days and 821 days, specimens are taken from the bath
and tested in four-point bending. The results are reported by Schneider & Chen as a plot of
the ratio 3/(sg versus time. 3 is the maximum equivalent tensile stress in the beam calculated

under the assumption of a linear stress distribution over the beam section:

6M

o (10.14)

8=
where M is the bending moment, b and h are the width and height of the beam section,
respectively. The index 28 refers to the strength measured on intact specimens after 28 days
of curing. The (3,5 value is 8.3 MPa, corresponding to a bending moment of 88.53 Nm. Figure
10-16 shows the experimentally observed evolution of the flexural beam strength in time. The
characterization of the leaching process with time complicates the validation process. In fact,
time is not an objective variable to describe the leaching process: Depending on the boundary
conditions in the leaching bath, very different states of degradation are obtained. A better
way of characterizing the degradation state is the movement of a leaching front, for example
the Portlandite leaching front, as shown in the first two validation cases. Schneider & Chen
report the progress of this front for two times, one after 91 days, and a second after 365 days
of leaching for which they give the value of 9.2mm and 10.1 mm, respectively. Figure 10-17
shows these data values in a square root of time plot. The fact that the two measurements
are not on a straight line through the origin indicates that the front propagation does not take
place proportional to v/ . This v/f-dependency has been observed in leaching configurations

with controlled ammonium nitrate concentration ([80], [28]). This suggests that the leaching
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Figure 10-16: Evolution of the flexural strength as reported by Schneider & Chen [130].
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Figure 10-17: Measurement points of the Portlandite front propagation by Schneider & Chen
[130].

conditions of Schneider & Chen are not constant in time and make a comparison difficult.

10.5.2 Model-Based Simulation of Leaching
Mesh, Initial and Boundary conditions

The combined leaching-bending problem is three-dimensional in nature. In the model-based
simulation we choose to consider a section of the beam only, which as we will see later is
possible because of the statically determined nature of the bending test. The details of the
mechanical part of the model-based simulations are given in the next section. For the leaching
simulation, considering symmetry, a 20mm x40 mm half section of the beam is discretized
(Figure 10-18). A fine mesh is used consisting of 30x60 four-node linear elements of constant

length I = 0.67 mm. This small size is chosen in view of the leaching calculation which requires
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Leaching Input Data | 6 M solution | 0.85 M solution
Portlandite Front Ca**] =8.0mol/1[ [Ca*"]_ =2.7Tmol/]1] [Ca®T]  =0.43mol/]
C-S-H Front Ca*t| =45mol/1] [Ca*t]  =0.5mol/1[ [Ca®™]  =0.17mol/1
Initial porosity ¢p =0.35

Diffusion Coeff. D (¢) = aexp (bg) with a = 2.35 x 107 Pm?/s and b = 9.95

Table 10.5: Input data for the leaching simulation of two leaching scenarios of Schneider and
Chen’s beams.

a precise determination of the leaching fronts for small differences in leaching times®.

The boundary conditions for the leaching simulation are identical to the prior validation
cases:

0<2<20,y=0; =20,0<y< 40;
OnTq, = ==Y * Y : [CaQ+]s =4.5mol /1 (10.15)

0<ax<20,y=40

onlz={2=0,0<y<40}:9=0 (10.16)
The zero flux condition (10.16) is purely for symmetry reasons. The initial conditions read:
[Caz"L]s (z,y,t <0) =14.Tmol /1 (10.17)

Equilibrium parameters

The equilibrium parameters for the leaching simulation are not identical to the prior validation
cases. Here we consider two different leaching scenarios. The first scenario corresponds to
the 6M ammonium nitrate solution which was used before. The equilibrium parameters are
unchanged and given in Table 10.5. The second scenario considers a 0.85M ammonium nitrate
solution which yields a concentration of 68¢ NH4NOj3 per kilogram of solution, which corre-
sponds to the conditions reported by Schneider & Chen. For this case the equilibrium values
for the two leaching fronts need to be recalculated. The values obtained with the approach

described in Section 3.2 are also given in Table 10.5.

3Given the short testing intervals of 7 days reported by Schneider & Chen.
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Figure 10-18: Mesh and leaching boundary conditions in the beam section.
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Results of the Leaching Simulations

Figure 10-19 shows the leaching results in the case of the 6A/ ammonjum nitrate solution
at different times. Figure 10-20 shows the front movement along the A-B plane (See Figure
10-18). The Portlandite front reaches the center after roughly 100 days. The C-S-H front
moves considerably slower, particularly as long as Portlandite is left for leaching. After the
Portlandite front reached the center, the C-S-H front propagation accelerates. The specimen
is homogeneously leached before 441 days, the next point at which Schneider&Chen had taken
strength measurements. Together, the CH front moves considerably faster than the results
reported by Schneider & Chen. Figures 10-21 and 10-22 show the equivalent results for the
case of the 0.85M ammonium nitrate solution. Due to the lower equilibrium concentrations,
the leaching takes much more time and the Portlandite front reaches the center after 441 days.
The C-S-H front has not reached the center after 821 days, which corresponds to the end of
the experimental observation. The C-S-H front moves slower as long as there is Portlandite
available to leaching. After 84 days of leaching in the 0.85M solution, the Portlandite front
has moved 5.5 mm into the specimen. This compares poorly to Schneider & Chen’s value of
9.2mm after 91 days of leaching. In fact Schneider & Chen’s results are in between the two

cases calculated.

10.5.3 Model-Based Simulation of Four-Point Bending Tests

2D Calculations

The four-point bending test is a statically determined system. That is the stress distribution
in the section is entirely determined by the material law. Following the approach suggested by
Ulm [147], we calculate the three-dimensional combined leaching and beam bending problem
on a two-dimensional section. This reduces the calculation cost considerably. We assume the
validity of the Bernoulli hypothesis, stating that the section remains plane. The strain in the

longitudinal axis of the beam then reads:

€2z = €0 + Yy — Uy (10.18)
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Figure 10-19: Results from the leaching calculation with the 6M ammonium nitrate solution.
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where € is the deformation in the center of gravity of the section and 9, and ¥y are the
curvatures around the z and y-axis of the studied section, respectively. These three section
unknowns need to be determined. To this end, the global equilibrium in the section is calculated,

using the common definitions of the normal force and the bending moment:
N = / o-e,dA;M =/ (zez +yey) X (o -e;)dA (10.19)
A A

where x denotes the cross product and A the section. The stress tensor in any part of the

section can be written as:

o =0FS +%diag{ 11 L ]5;; (10.20)

v

where oP% is the stress tensor corresponding plane strains (e,, = 0)and » = vE/[(1 — 2v) (1 +v))].

Use of (10.20) in (10.19) leads to expressing the section equilibrium in the following form:

NFPS — N4 JordA  [qyxdA - [qxxdA e

1 —_
MPS —ME | +—= | [qyedA  [giPxdd  — [qayxdA | | 9. [ =0 (1021)
MEPS — My — fgzxdA — [qryxdA  [g x?xdA Jy

where (N d M2, M;j) are prescribed normal force and moments on the beam, while (N PS MPS, Mf 3 )
are obtained by using (10.19) with the plane strain stress state. In the mechanical calculation,
equation (10.21) is solved at every iteration and the stress state in the section is corrected
according to (10.20).

Mesh, Boundary Conditions and Input Parameters

Figure 10-23 shows the employed mesh in the model-based simulations. The only loading of

the section is M2. The boundary conditions are:
uz(z=0,9)=0 (10.22)

which is a symmetry condition.

The mechanical input parameters are based on data by Schneider & Chen and the microme-
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Input Parameters | Mechanical Calculation
| Intact | CH leached | Asymp. leached

5 [1] 1.55 1.39 1.00
c [MPa] 3.3 4.3 0.73
M [1] 1.84 1.72 1.39
p: [MPa] 9.6 9.0 1.2
Pe [MPa) 51.6 47.9 31
Al 0.01 0.01 0.01
K [1] 0.05 0.05 0.05

Table 10.6: Mechanical input data for validation case 3.

chanical estimations. In the intact state, the uniaxial compressive strength is 55 MPa. From the
bending moment of 88.53 Nm assuming a totally plastic section, we deduce a uniaxial tension
strength of 2.9 MPa. These strength values lead to the friction coefficient and cohesion of the
Drucker-Prager yield surface with (5.32). Table 10.6 reports the values. We assume that the
frictional behavior in the compressive zone is changed by the slightly higher volume fraction of
inclusions (f; ~ 0.6) compared to the tested mortars in this study. With the micromechanical
estimate (8.30), M can be calculated and from there p; and p. according to (9.61). In the
intermediate leaching state, the micromechanical estimates (8.31) and (8.44) are applied. For
the asymptotically leached state, we assume a compressive strength of 3.0 MPa and a tensile
strength of 0.7 MPa. The compressive strength corresponds to values obtained in this study,
while for the tensile strength equation (8.45) is applied which takes into account the inclusion
volume fraction. In other words, the tensile strength, due to the higher inclusion volume frac-
tion, is assumed to degrade slightly more than the one of the material tested in this study. The
higher inclusion volume fraction is also taken into account in the compressive zone through

(8.30). The Cam-Clay hardening parameters A and k remain as in the other validation cases.

Results

By means of model-based simulations, the maximum bending moment that can be supported
for each of the leaching states is calculated. The comparisons of the experimental results by
Schneider & Chen with the model-based simulations are shown in Figures 10-24 and 10-25.
The figures show the bending strength ratio M/Mog in time, where M is the maximum bending

moment the beam can sustain and Mpog is the bending moment in the undegraded material state.
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Figure 10-23: Mechanical loading conditions and boundary conditions.
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Figure 10-24: Comparison of the dimensionless bending strength between the experimental data
by Schneider & Chen [129] and the model-based simulations.

For the 6M solution case (Figure 10-24), model-based predictions and experimental data are in
rather good agreement. For very large leaching times, the experimental data show a slightly
stronger reduction in bending strength than the model-based simulations. To investigate the
time-scales involved in the evolution of the bending strength, Figure 10-25 shows the evolution
of the bending strength for the 0.85M solution. If we compare the experimental results with
the simulations of the 6M and 0.85M ammonium nitrate solution we note that all three curves
for small leaching times (shorter than 100 days) almost coincide. For short leaching times, the
differences in front propagation velocity is small. For large leaching times, the model-based
prediction with the 6M solution and the experimental data closely match. In turn, the 0.85M
solution predicts a much slower decay in bending strength. The good agreement of the 6M
model-based simulation and the experimental data are surprising as Schneider & Chen report

the use of a 0.85M solution. This surprising result suggests that the leaching conditions may well
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Figure 10-25: Model based simulations of the change in bending strength with two different
leaching strengths in comparison with the experimental data by Schneider & Chen [129].

have varied, provided that the chemical equilibrium conditions used in this calculation (Table
10.5, from Section 3.2) are accurate. In contrast to the original Berner-curve which compiled
many experimental results, the modified curve for ammonium nitrate based leaching relies on
chemical equilibrium considerations. These have inherent uncertainties about the equilibrium
constants etc. (see Chapter 3). However, numerical calculations accounting for the CH front

and based on the equilibrium values compare well to experimental data[94].

Conclusion of the Validation Step

The comparison of the model-based simulations and the experimental results by Schneider &

Chen lead to the following conclusions

e The time decay of the bending strength is correctly predicted by the model-based simu-
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lations, which validates the strength description in the asymptotically leached state.

e The comparison of experimental data and model-based simulations at different leaching
conditions shows that the experimental data and the model-based simulations coincide
for the 6M solution. It is likely that the actual leaching conditions of Schneider & Chen’s

test do not correspond to a 0.85M solution.

10.6 Summary and Domain of Model Application

This chapter presented the validation of the multiscale model through comparison of experimen-
tal data and model-based simulations. Through a set of three different cases, the performance

of the model elements was checked.

e In purely compressive stress states, the model-based simulations deliver an excellent result
of the overall strength. The micromechanical strength modeling for the intermediate

leaching state and the two front approach are validated here.

e On a notched beam in three-point bending, a good agreement of the force displacement
curve is found until failure. The tensile strength modeling and the deformation behavior
are validated. The increased ductility of leached parts of the structure makes the plasticity
description particularly good in those zones. This is shown by the good prediction of the
effect the notch has on the force-displacement curve. However, the fracture dominated
final strength cannot be reproduced by the model. This is a limitation of the model as

fracture mechanisms are not yet considered.

e The leaching progress is in good agreement with the experimental data. The location
of the Portlandite is predicted with great accuracy for the notched beams. Differences
between leaching prediction and Schneider & Chen’s experimental leaching data seem

rather to be due to changing experimental conditions.

e The bending strength reduction over time in an unnotched beam is well predicted by the
model-based simulations, provided the leaching simulations coincide with the experimental

data. This capacity of the model is of particular interest in durability design calculations
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in which the load bearing capacity of structures in different degradation scenarios needs

to be evaluated. Such a design case is presented in the next chapter.
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Chapter 11

Case Study: Durability Mechanics
Performance of Ultra High

Performance Concretes in Leaching

In this chapter we present a first durability design application: The mechanical performance of
Ultra High Performance Concretes (UHPC) when subjected to leaching. The goal is to show
the capacity of the model-based simulation in durability design. This application focuses on
the materials-to-structures approach and discuses the effects of replacing ordinary concrete by
UHPC. After a brief presentation of UHPC, the four-point bending tests simulations that were
introduced in the third validation case (Section 10.5) are developed for UHPC and compared
to ordinary concrete. Particularly the effect of the diffusion coefficient and the higher strength
and stiffness of UHPC are discussed. The chapter closes with some recommendations on the

durability design of concrete materials and structures.

11.1 UHPC Characteristics

Ultra High Performance Concretes (UHPC) are a new generation of concrete materials with
a uniaxial compressive strength above 200 MPa and a uniaxial tensile strength of some 12 —
15 MPa. UHPC were developed in the 1990s to improve traditional concrete mixes with respect

to four criteria: Material homogeneity, compactness, microstructure and ductility [123, 122].
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Component | Mass Ratio [ Dosage

Cement 1 713 kg /m?
Silica Fume .325 232 kg / m?
Ground Quartz (dso =4 pm) | .3 214 kg / m?
Fine Sand (dsp = 310 um) 1.43 1019 kg / m3
Steel Fibers 275 196 kg / m°
Superplasticizer .018 43 kg / m?®
Water 2 143 kg / m?

Table 11.1: Mix Design of Ductal from [33]

An example of a commercially available UHPC is DUCTAL®, produced by Lafarge. A typical
DUCTAL® mix design is given in Table 11.1 [33]. The low water cement ratio (here 0.2)
leads to an important presence of unhydrated clinker (about 13 vol-%) in the material which
translates into a high stiffness (Young’s modulus of about 50 GPa). Moreover, the silica fume
consumes all the Portlandite in the Pozzolanic reaction. This leads to a very homogeneous
material. It has been found that the interface between aggregates and paste has properties
similar to the bulk paste and no ITZ exists. The compactness is optimized through the well
graded distribution of aggregates, both ground quartz and sand, as well as the unhydrated
clinker. The porosity of DUCTAL® is about 5% with respect to water. This low value makes
UHPC a more durable material: The diffusion coefficient of UHPC is very low. A typical value
is 10714 m? /s [33] which is roughly 100 times smaller than for an ordinary w/c = 0.5 concrete.
The durability performance, measured for example for calcium leaching through the propagation
of the first dissolution front, should be much higher: The front moves roughly three times less
for a given time than for an ordinary concrete [115], [98]. UHPC have a similar leaching
behavior as ordinary concrete and the sharp dissolution fronts and the diffusion dominated
front propagation have been observed for UHPC [98]. Due to the large amount of unhydrated
clinker and the absence of Portlandite in UHPC, some modifications in the leaching behavior
are observed. First, there exists no Portlandite front. Second, when the aggressive water from
the outside diffuses into the UHPC matrix, while some C-S-H decalcify, the unhydrated clinker
phases hydrate with the available water in the pore space [116]. This has a retarding effect on
the leaching front propagation. However, if the supply of aggressive solution from the outside

continues, eventually the hydration products will undergo the same leaching transformation as
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an ordinary concrete [98].

11.2 Model-Based Leaching Prediction for UHPC

11.2.1 Model Parameters

The 40 mm x40 mm x160mm beams that were simulated in section 10.5 are studied for a
UHPC-material. Again, a two-dimensional section of the beam is modeled instead of the three-
dimensional problem, and the same mesh (Figure 10-18) is employed. The boundary conditions
read:

0<x<20,y=0; z=20,0 <y <40;

On 'y = : [Ca?*], =4.5mol /1 (11.1)
0<x<20,y =40

onTg={z=0,0<y<40}:3=0 (11.2)

and the initial conditions:

[Ca?*] (x,y,t <0) =8.0mol/] (11.3)

where we assume that the calcium concentration available for a leaching reaction is equal to the
equilibrium concentration of Portlandite. A higher initial concentration would contradict the
Berner-curve (Figure 2-11). On the other hand, the absence of Portlandite reduces the leaching
simulation to a one-front problem of the C-S-H front at C/S=1. The equilibrium conditions are
unchanged from the calculations for ordinary concretes, because they are considered intrinsic
to the C-S-H. The simulations are performed with a 6M ammonium nitrate solution. The
equilibrium concentration for the front is recalled in Table 11.2. For the diffusion coefficient,
the same dependency on the porosity is assumed as for ordinary concretes (Table 11.2), however
due to the lower initial porosity, the effective diffusion coeflicient is considerably smaller. The
porosity in the unleached state is 11% and in the leached state it estimated to be 20%. This
estimate accounts for the increase in porosity through the decalcification of C-S-H that was
measured for ordinary concretes [28]; it is considered to be intrinsic for C-S-H. The unhydrated

clinker is assumed to hydrate as the leaching proceeds, leading primarily to more C-S-H.
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Leaching Simulation Input Data for UHPC | 6 M solution

Portlandite Front not considered-
C-S-H Front [Ca**], =4.5mol/1] [Ca®*], = 0.5mol /1
Initial porosity ¢p = 0.11
Diffusion Coeflicient D (¢) = aexp (bg)
with a = 2.35 x 1073 m? /s and b= 9.95

Table 11.2: Input data for the leaching simulation of UHPC

11.2.2 Results

Figure 11-1 shows the calcium concentration evolution over time along the A-B cut (see Figure
10-18). It takes about 1,000 days for the C-S-H front to reach the center of the beam. This
is roughly 10 times more than it takes the Portlandite front in an ordinary concrete to reach
the center. This is in good agreement with the leaching velocities reported for UHPC [98].
Moreover, it is more than twice the time for the C-S-H front in an ordinary concrete to reach
the center. Figure 11-2 shows the front movement in the beam section for different leaching
times. The front initially has the rectangular shape of the beam section. When it is far away

from the boundaries, it takes a circular shape.

11.2.3 Discussion

The difference in leaching times can be explained with the dimensionless variables of the one-

dimensional leaching model presented in Chapter 3. For the C-S-H front they read:

o [ca?] : S[CaPH o Meoas
C 247 — [ o N e = C—-S—H Ca
[ a ] [Caz-‘—]é;—-s—H’f 9 /—"'Dtagc S-H Am,

(11.4)

Considering these invariants, two essential factors for the better leaching performance of UHPC
can be stated. First, the absence of Portlandite determines whether a one- or a two-front prob-
lem exists; and it changes the equilibrium concentration, and thus the macroscopic solubility
parameter in ec_s_g. Second, the lower porosity is an important factor for the leaching time.
It intervenes directly through the value of ec_g—_g1, but also through a lower diffusion coefficient,

D = D (¢), which changes the £ value.

¢ The presence of Portlandite in ordinary cement-based materials appears detrimental for
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Figure 11-1: Calcium concentration at different times along the A-B section.
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Figure 11-2: Solid calcium concentration in the UHPC leaching simulation. (a) 84 days, (b)
441 days, (c) 821 days and (d) 1000 days.
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their leaching performance. The high equilibrium concentration of Portlandite leads to
its dissolution before any other calcium containing mineral. The large concentration
difference between aggressive water and Portlandite equilibrium concentration creates a
high concentration gradient and a fast Portlandite dissolution front, expressed in (11.4)
through a large ecy value. Portlandite therefore always leads to a fast first leaching front.
In addition, the Portlandite crystals dissolve completely and create a large new porosity.
This influences negatively the diffusion coefficient of the material. By contrast, UHPC,

which have no Portlandite, overcome this drawback of traditional cement-based materials.

e The diffusion coefficient plays a dominant role in the total leaching time. Diffusion tests
on different cementitious materials show a strong dependence of the diffusion coefficient
on the porosity. Figure 11-3 shows the exponential dependency of the diffusion coefficient
on the porosity which was proposed by Tognazzi [144]. It is the same function that is used
in the leaching simulations (Eq. (9.75)). From the figure it appears that the value of the
initial porosity as well as the increase through leaching can lead to vastly different diffusion
coefficients. For example, the presence of Portlandite in an ordinary concrete accounts
for roughly 15vol-% of the cement paste matrix. The leaching of Portlandite therefore

increases the diffusion coefficient heavily as all its initial volume becomes porosity.

From these two points it becomes clear that a good strategy to enhance the durability of a
cementitious material with respect to calcium leaching is to avoid the presence of Portlandite

and to decrease the initial porosity as much as possible.

11.3 Model-Based Simulations of the Mechanical Performance
in Time
11.3.1 Model Parameters

The mechanical parameters for UHPC are not all experimentally available. Some estimations
based on the micromechanical modeling presented in Chapters 7 and 8 are necessary. These

are presented in this subsection.
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Figure 11-3: Exponential dependency of the diffusion coefficient on the porosity after tests from
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Undegraded | Input [GPa] Output [GPa

Lovel I E, = 2.7, E; = 294 Fes o = 23.0
v =vg=10.24 u‘ésfs_H =0.24
fa=02,/5=08 ReTo 1 = 148

pets gy =93

Level 11 Ec_s—H, Ecys = 140, Ec,s = 135, Ec,a = 150, Efp'g;'ste =33.9
Ec,ar =125, E4 =23.8 V%s;ste =0.24
vo—s-H,Vcys = 0.3, vc,s = 0.3, vc,a = 0.3, kfféste = 21.8
ve,ar = 0.3,v4 = 0.24 pest ., =13.6
fo—s-n = 0.52, fc,s = 0.15, fc,s = 0.13, fo,a = 0.05,
fciar = 0.01, fa = 0.1, fi0iqs = 0.04

Level 111 Epaste; Eagg,’ Vpaste, Vagg. fpaste, fagg. E(ef[]}PC = 46.2

U?It{PC’ =0.22

Table 11.3: Micromechanical modeling of the elastic properties for UHPC in the unleached
state for Levels I and II

Elasticity

The elastic properties of UHPC are estimated using the three level homogenization scheme
presented in Section 7.2. Based on hydration models [17], the C-S-H, are estimated to form
80% of the C-S-H matrix. Roughly 13vol-% of the total volume are unhydrated clinker[2]. At
Level III no ITZ is considered. The application of equations (7.10) through (7.17) and (7.24)
through (7.26), respectively leads to a Young’s modulus for the intact UHPC of Ey = 46.2 GPa,
which is on the order of 50 GPa reported in the literature [2]. Table 11.3 gives the details of
the parameter values for the undegraded homogenization procedure at Levels I through III.
As no Portlandite is present, there is no intermediate leaching state. For the asymptotic
leaching state we assume that all the clinkers are hydrated to C-S-H and then leached. The C-
S-H distribution is assumed unchanged. The porosity created through leaching is assumed to be
10% with respect to the total paste volume and localized on Level II of the microstructure. No
ITZ is considered and a Young’s modulus of E,, = 9.3 GPa is obtained for the overall asymptotic
stiffness. The details are given in Tables 11.4. Accordingly, the reduction in stiffness is almost
80% which is somewhat more than for ordinary concrete. However, the absolute value in the
asymptotic state is still considerably higher than for ordinary concrete. The absence of the I'TZ

and the smaller porosity, due to the absence of Portlandite, are beneficial for the stiffness.
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Degraded | Input [GPa] | Output [GPa]
Level ] | E,=23.0,E3 =120 Eg's 5 =38
Vg =Vg = 0.24 Vfésis_H = (.24
fa=02f3=038 kgt g =24
pEis =15
Level 11 FEc_s—H Ele:'scfste =29
VC—s—H VPaste = 023
klei'stﬁste =18
fo—s—H = 0.87, fuoids = 0.13 B aste = 1.2
Level III | Epaste; Eagg., Vpaste, Vagg.s fpaste, fagg. ELEISIEIPC =93
vest o = 0.20

Table 11.4: Micromechanical modeling of the elastic properties for UHPC in the leached state
for Levels T and II

Strength Parameters

For the mechanical calculations, the following hypothesis are made!:

e H1: The strength of UHPC can be described by the combination of the Drucker-Prager
and Cam-Clay surfaces introduced in Section 6.7.2. More sophisticated strength descrip-

tions of UHPC were developed by Chuang [35], but are not considered here.

e H2: The micromechanical strength estimates can be applied to UHPC.

Based on these two hypothesis, we determine the parameters of the strength laws. From the
uniaxial compressive strength of 200 MPa and the uniaxial tensile strength of 11.5MPa provided
by Cheyrezy [33], we deduce from (5.32) the Drucker Prager model parameters 6pp = 1.56 and
cpp = 12.6 MPa.

For the Cam-Clay surface, we determine the slope of the critical state line, M, with the
help of the friction enhancement estimates in Section 8.2. Based on the experimental value
of the Level II paste (M; = 1.42) we estimate the friction coefficient of the C-S-H matrix
with (8.31), which yields M; = 1.16. Upscaling twice using (8.28), first taking the unhydrated
clinker as grains (Level II) and then the aggregates (Level III) leads to Mypgpc = 2.77. The

INote that for UHPC some effects of leaching on the mechanical properties have not been studied experimen-
tally yet. While we use reasonable approximations, in the absence of experimental evidence it should be noted
that this Chapter is rather a demonstration of the capacity of the model-based simulation for durability design
than a final analysis of the durability performance of UHPC.
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Material Parameters | Intact | Asymp. Leached
$pp [1] 1.56 0.78
cpp [MPg] 12.6 1.0
M (1] 2.77 2.03
pt [MPa] 6.2 1.7
po [MPa] 149.7 2.0
Al 0.01 0.01
K [1 0.05 0.05

Table 11.5: Mechanical Input Parameters for UHPC

analogous procedure in the asymptotically degraded state leads to M = 2.03. For the § and c in
the degraded state, equivalent calculations can be made with (8.31) and (8.28) for the friction
coefficient, and with (8.44) and (8.47) for the cohesion. Table 11.5 summarizes the values
for the intact and the asymptotically degraded state. Finally, p; and p are calculated from
the previously determined values using (9.61). For the parameters A and x of the Cam-Clay

hardening, we assume the same values as for concrete [32].

Boundary Conditions and Loading

The boundary conditions and loading for the beam section are identical to the third validation

case (Section 10.5). The symmetry of the beam requires as boundary condition:

The employed mesh and loading are as in Figure 10-23. In the same way as for the third
validation example, equations (10.18) through (10.21) are applied to calculate the bending

problem in the two-dimensional section.

11.3.2 Results and Comparison with Ordinary Concrete

Figure 11-4 displays the decay of the bending strength for UHPC and ordinary concrete (OC).
The data for ordinary concrete corresponds to the experimental results of Schneider & Chen.
The bending strength decay is expressed as the ratio of the maximum bending moment that
can be applied relative to the intact bending moment of the OC. The initial bending strength
of the UHPC is more than three times the bending strength of OC. This is primarily due to
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Figure 11-4: Comparison in bending capacity with leaching time of UHPC and ordinary concrete
(0OC).

the higher tensile strength of UHPC. The reduction in bending strength of the UHPC is very
rapid with degradation time: After roughly 100 days, only 50% of the initial bending capacity
is left. This shows that the strength reduction with leaching is very strong when the leaching
front (Figure 11-1) has not progressed to more than 40% of the section. It is also interesting to
note that the residual bending strength of the UHPC remains at around 35% of the OC initial
bending strength or roughly three times higher than the residual OC bending strength.
Figure 11-5(a) shows the distribution of X, the stress in the beam axis, at the maximum
applied moment on the intact material. The maximum tensile and compression values show
clearly that the tensile strength is the limiting factor in bending loading. For comparison, the
¥, distribution is plotted for the UHPC beam after 70 days of leaching in Figure 11-5(b). In
the leached parts of the section, the tensile stress is limited to 1.4 MPa which leads to the steep

reduction in overall bending strength observed in Figure 11-4. Finally for the asymptotically
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Figure 11-5: X, distribution at the maximum bending capacity for different leaching times.
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leached section, the ., stresses are plotted in Figure 11-5(c). The large reduction of the
strength by leaching both in the compression and tensile domain allows for only a small bending
strength. Figure 11-6 displays the X,, distribution along z = 0. The stress distribution changes
very much with leaching and underscores the prior remarks.

The comparison of the OC and UHPC bending strength evolution shows that the relative
decrease in time is similar for both materials. In both cases roughly 10% of the initial bending
capacity remains, once the material is asymptotically leached. Besides the time-scale effects
due to the leaching properties of UHPC, the important difference from a mechanical point of
view is the increased strength of UHPC. From Figure 11-4, an inverse analysis for the time
stability of a structure can be made. For a desired bending capacity, a residual life-time for
OC and UHPC structures can be deduced. If for example a 50% bending moment capacity is
desired then the life times are ~90days for OC and ~750 days for UHPC, respectively. This
highlights how the employment of UHPC can lead to a substantial increase of the durability

performance of concrete structures subjected to leaching.

11.4 Chapter Summary and Design Recommendations

In this chapter, the durability performance with respect to calcium leaching of UHPC has been
analyzed by means of model-based simulations. This case study shows the capacity of the
model-based simulations to make predictions about leaching times and strength evolution. The
model-based simulations of leaching show that UHPC has a roughly ten times slower leaching
rate. This is due to the absence of Portlandite and the lower initial porosity which is reflected
also in the smaller diffusion coefficient. The invariants of the leaching model help to explain
these origins of increased leaching resistance.

Estimates about the strength evolution of UHPC with leaching, involving the micromechan-
ical approach developed in Chapters 7 and 8 are developed. Using these values in model-based
simulations, the decay of the bending strength with time was estimated. This decay is rapid,
due to the assumed large strength loss as leaching occurs. When compared with ordinary
concretes, however, a service life time increase by a factor of about eight is obtained.

Based on the model-based simulations in this chapter, some recommendations for the design
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of concretes that are subjected to leaching can be made:

e Increasing the leaching time. To achieve a slower leaching rate, the UHPC strategy should
be followed. The absence of Portlandite reduces the concentration gradient that drives the
diffusion Eq. (11.4). In addition, a lower increase in chemical porosity is obtained which
reduces the increase in the diffusion coefficient. In addition, a compact microstructure
with low initial porosity is obtained in the absence of Portlandite. The resulting low

diffusion coefficient translates directly into longer leaching times.

e Increasing the asymptotic strength. Another strategy to enhance the durability perfor-
mance can be to increase the strength of the asymptotically leached materials. Similarly
to the leaching time, this quest is related to the minimization of the increase in chem-
ical porosity. In addition, a more homogeneous material (i.e. without Portlandite) will

perform better from a mechanical point of view.

This shows that, ultimately, both aspects a very much related: The more compact mi-

crostructure will perform better both from a diffusion and a mechanical point of view.
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Part V

Conclusions & Perspectives
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Chapter 12

Conclusions and Perspectives

This chapter presents a summary of this durability mechanics study of cement-based materials
subjected to calcium leaching. In addition, conclusions are drawn underlining the main findings
of the study. Based on the findings, some future research is proposed and perspectives on the

durability mechanics of calcium leaching are given.

12.1 Summary and Conclusions

The durability mechanics study on cement-based materials revealed the following scientific
findings about the leaching mechanisms and the mechanical performance, both at a material

and a structural level:

e The microstructural analysis showed the characteristic multiscale structure of cement-
based materials. A three-level division was proposed and used as a framework throughout

the study.

o The effects of calcium leaching on the microstructure were analyzed through a combination
of analytical techniques including chemical analysis, SEM and porosity measurements, as
well as results available in the literature. It was found that the main aspects of calcium
leaching from a chemical and a mechanical point of view can be traced by considering

only the Portlandite and the C-S-H with a C/S ratio of one.
e As a consequence, for the leaching problem, a two-front modeling approach was developed.
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A one-dimensional dissolution-diffusion model considering these two fronts was derived
and used as a design tool for an accelerated leaching device, based on an ammonium
nitrate solution. The developed accelerated leaching device is simple to operate and leads
to an almost 300-fold acceleration of the leaching process. In addition, it can be used to

compare the leaching performance of different cement-based materials.

Asymptotically leached cement pastes and mortars were tested in multiaxial compression
and uniaxial tension tests. From these tests the strength envelope for leached materials
was obtained. In addition, the deformation behavior for asymptotically leached materials
was studied. The experimental approach quantified the strength loss associated with
calcium leaching. It showed that the change in strength is fundamentally different in
high and low confinement. Moreover, the capacity of leached materials to undergo large
plastic deformation was revealed along with the increase in ductility. Leached materials
were shown to be sensitive to the fluid pressure in their pore space: Undrained loading

situations can eliminate the frictional performance of leached pastes and mortars.

The experimental inaccessibility of the intermediate leaching state in which only Port-
landite is dissolved as well as the difference in strength of pastes and mortars was the
motivation for the use of continuum micromechanics in the material analysis. Based on
the three-level microstructure, the micromechanical tools for the homogenization of the
elastic and poroelastic properties were introduced. It was shown through the estima-
tion of the Biot coefficient, that for undegraded mortars and pastes no effect of the pore
pressure has to be considered. On the other hand, asymptotically leached materials are
influenced by the pore pressure, but the values of the Biot coefficient showed that the
effective stress concept is not entirely valid for elasticity. This micromechanical result
confirmed that the observed validity of the effective stress concept in the strength tests is
related to the strength properties. The micromechanical estimation of the Biot modulus
showed that the leaching process has a strong reducing influence, which makes leached
materials sensitive to undrained loading situations. Furthermore, estimates for the fric-
tional coefficient and the cohesive strength were developed. With these tools the strength

relations between pastes and mortars could be clarified. In addition the role of the ITZ
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on the mortar cohesion was quantified. Moreover, predictive formulas for the strength in
the intermediate leaching state were developed. The micromechanical approach for the

cohesion is a new contribution to the field of micromechanics.

e Based on the experimental and micromechanical approaches, a constitutive model for
cement-based materials subjected to calcium leaching was developed. The model is a
macroscopic poromechanical approach but based in its formulation on a microscopic analy-
sis of the sources of dissipation. What is new is the identification of the chemical porosity
as a state variable. The model combines the dissolution-diffusion and the mechanical
aspects of calcium leaching durability mechanics and bridges between the leaching states.
This includes the three-dimensional dissolution-diffusion model for two fronts and the

chemoporoplastic constitutive law.

o The model is implemented in a commercial finite element code and validated through
comparison with experimental data for three different cases. The validation shows the
capacity of the material model to improve the understanding of experimental results at

the scales of structures.

e In a case study of the durability performance of UHPC, the usefulness of the model-based
simulations was shown. The sources of improved leaching resistance could be identified
and quantified: The absence of Portlandite and the lower porosity. In addition, the per-
formance in time under a mechanical loading can be compared for different materials and
leaching conditions. This makes the model-based simulations a great durability mechan-
ics design tool: Design decisions and maintenance plans on existing structures can be

developed with the help of model-based simulations.
In this study several new elements have been developed. They include:

1. The experimental data on multiaxial strength and deformation behavior of leached cement

pastes and mortars.

2. The micromechanical estimates for the Biot coefficient and modulus and the microme-

chanical strength estimate for the cohesion.
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3. The constitutive model based on the chemical porosity as state variable.

But the most important contribution lies perhaps in the combination of analysis techniques
that are employed in this durability mechanics study. They involve on the one hand application
and/or use of results from sophisticated materials science analysis techniques such as SEM,
XRD, XRF, SANS and NMR. On the other hand modeling techniques involving micromechanics
and macro-poromechanics are used to enhance the understanding of experimental results and

provide the basis for model-based simulations.

12.2 Industrial Benefits

The durability of concrete is a concern for all types of infrastructure elements. Particularly,
applications with long lifetimes are vulnerable to calcium leaching. In this context, this study

provides some industrial benefits:

e The experimental study on leached pastes and mortars showed that residual multiaxial
strength can be taken into account in the design of structures. This can have a considerable

economic impact, as presently the leached material is considered to have no strength.

e The micromechanical developments can be used for an optimized mix-design of cement-

based materials subjected to calcium leaching.

e The finite element application is a powerful durability design tool. It can be used for the

design of new structures and the lifetime analysis of existing structures.

12.3 Suggestions for Future Research

From the analysis of the material properties at the three levels of microstructure it emerged
that the description of strength at Level I can be improved. The strength on Level I of the
microstructure needs to be investigated experimentally. Recently, nanoindentation was success-
fully applied to the strength analysis of metals. The development of this method for cement-

based materials has a great potential.
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In the macroscopic strength description, fracture dominated failure can be introduced. At
this time, clearly the non-consideration of fracture is a limiting factor for the application of
the model. To address this challenge, a reliable fracture test for leached materials needs to be
developed. In addition, an extension of the strength description needs to be developed which
incorporates the fracture parameters.

In addition, the model could be extended to account for creep behavior of cement-based
materials at different leaching states. Some first experimental results on asymptotically leached
materials were provided by Bernard et al.[16].

The diffusion properties of cement-based materials are essential for the kinetics of leaching.
The experimental data available in the open literature provide strongly varying results, which
often limit the accuracy of the model-based prediction. A reliable diffusion property test needs

to be developed.

12.4 Perspectives

The durability of concrete subject to calcium leaching is one of the important concerns for
an increasingly old civil infrastructure. The results of this study can assist managing security
of these structures and assessing the corresponding financial implications. From a materials
science perspective, the increased knowledge about the degradation of cement-based materials
is in itself also helpful for the design of new materials such as UHPC. Besides, a durable material
will always also be a mechanically well performing material. Durability design and optimization
of mechanical performance are not conflicting goals.

This study was motivated in part by the needs of nuclear waste storage projects. In nu-
clear waste storage, structural lifetimes beyond several hundred years are required. The tools
developed in this study allow “looking into the future” at the expected material and structural
performance over time. The degradation predictions are particularly useful during the lifetime
of existing structures to estimate security risks and optimize intervention plans. A clear under-
standing of the potential problems arising from the durability of current containment solutions
is important for the safe operation of future nuclear waste storage sites. Understanding these

is prudent foresight, even though historical parallels might suggest the technologies available in
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some hundred years may make today’s approaches out of date.
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Appendix B

Triaxial Test Evaluation

The following formulae are used for the evaluation of the triaxial compression tests. The

logarithmic volumetric strains are calculated through:

8 Rtmax 2 4 Rtmax 1
O (Ltmax ), = Ttmax - B.1
15( Reo ) T8 Ry 5 (B-1)

Vi Rig L
5E};*=1n< )=21n =~ +1In +1In
V;'ef Rref Lref

where the maximum radius (in the specimen center) can be calculated assuming a parabolic

specimen shape:

{,max 14 Te TE 2
R, 1 V Lres Rref —5— B.2
\/30 V. X I, X Reo 9—-1 (B.2)

Ry is the radius at the end of the hydrostatic loading part and determined from (5.12). For

the experimental determination of R;max, We choose:

Ryef Vi b — Prey
Zref 1, SR [ A .7 B.3
Rio Vief 14 @rep — o (B3)

The maximum radius leads to the minimum magnitude of the vertical Cauchy Stress in the speci-
men center that is calculated from the additional vertical load 6 F, = WR%,max (222,min ~ Sazre f),
with ¥, e = £, = Xgy the mean stress at the end of the hydrostatic loading (3, = Lgg are
held constant during deviatoric loading). This stress is retained in all the results as the relevant
stress, leading to failure.

The external work increment can be written in the following way (D = strain rate in
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deformed configuration)

AWezt _ dVy dER dEn 4V dE™
@ ), D P g = et A B S gy = St
dER do (dEm — dE»/3)
Ez:: - Err - dVy o~ By— zz T Hrr = .
( ) 7t + pdVy MdtVO‘f'(E Err) I Wi

(B.4)

which suggests that the results be presented in ¥, x d¢ and (Z,, — ) x (dEX — dEI/3)

halfplanes.
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Appendix C

Commented Maple® Input File for

the Cohesion Homogenization

The following commands are used in a typical calculation with Maple®. The comments are in
Italics.

> restart:

> with(linalg):

> filel:=fopen(”res100.txt” , WRITE):

>

>

> for eta from 0.1 by 0.1 to 1.0 do Loop over different values of n starts

> nph:=3: Number of phases that are considered
> ¢l:=0.5: The c; are the volume fractions
> ¢2:=0.25:

> R(1):=1:c3:=1-c1-c2:R(3):=R(1)/c1"(1/3):R(2):=R(3)*(cl+c2) " (1/3): Definition of
the radii. (1) is the inclusion, (2) the ITZ and (3) the matriz

> mu(1):=100000:mu(3):=0.001:mu(2):=eta*mu(3): Input of the shear moduli. Note
that the inclusion shear modulus is much bigger than the shear modulus of the other phases.
The modulus in the ITZ is controlled by n times the modulus in the matriz.

> ck(1):=100000:ck(3):=1:ck(2):=eta*ck(3): Analogous for the bulk modulus
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> nu(1):=(3*ck(1)-2*mu(1))/2/(mu(1)+3*ck(1)): Cualculation of the Poisson’s ratio

> nu(2):=(3*ck(2)-2*mu(2))/2/(mu(2)+3*ck(2)):

> nu(3):=(3*ck(3)-2*mu(3))/2/(mu(3)+3*ck(3)):

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do a(k):=mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(7.4+5*nu(k))*(7.-10*nu(k+1))-(7-
10*nu(k))*(7+5*nu(k+1)) od: Calculation of the coefficients a(k) through alpha(k) for
Hervé-Zaoui’s model (see above)

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do b(k):=4*(7-10*nu(k))+(mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(7+5*nu(k))) od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do c(k):=(7-5*nu(k+1))+2*mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(4-5*nu(k+1)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do d(k):=(7+5*nu(k+1))+4*mu(k) /mu(k+1)*(7-10*nu(k+1)) od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do e(k):=2*(4-5*nu(k))+mu(k) /mu(k+1)*(7-5*nu(k)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do f(k):=(4-5*nu(k)) *(7-5*nu(k-+1))-mu(k) /mu(k-+1)*(4-5*nu(k+1))

*(7-5*nu(k)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do alpha(k):=mu(k)/mu(k+1)-1 od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do coef(k):=1/5/(1-nu(k+1)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(1,1,k):=limit(coef(k)*(c(k)/3),ckl=infinity) od: Com-
ponents of the M matrices

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(1,2k):=coef(k)*(R(k) ~2*(3*b(k)-T*c(k)) /5/(1-2*nu(k)))
od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(1,3,k):=coef(k)*(-12*alpha(k) /R (k)" 5) od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(1,4 k):=coef(k)*(4*(f(k)-27*alpha(k))/15/(1-2*nu(k)) /R (k) 3)
od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(2,1,k):=0 od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(2,2,k):=coef(k)*((1-2*nu(k+1))*b(k)/7/(1-2*nu(k))) od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(2,2,k):=coef(k)*((1-2*nu(k+1))*b(k)/7/(1-2*nu(k))) od:
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>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(2,3,k):=coef(k)*(-20*(1-2*nu(k+-1))*alpha(k)/7/R(k)"7)
od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(2,4,k):=coef(k)*(-12*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)/7/

(1-2*nu(k))/R (k) ~5) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(3,1,k):=coef(k)*(R(k) ~5*alpha(k)/2) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(3,2,k):=coef(k)*(-R(k) ~7*(2*a(k)+147*alpha(k))/70/(1-
2*nu(k))) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(3,3,k):=coef(k)*(d(k)/7) od

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(3,4 k):=coef(k)*(R(k) ~2*(105*(1-nu(k+1))+12*alpha(k)*(7-
10*nu(k+1))-7*e(k))/35/(1-2*nu(k))) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(4,1,k):=coef(k)*(-5/6*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)*R(k)~3) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(4,2,k):=coef(k)*(7*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)*R (k) ~5/2/(1-
2*nu(k))) od

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(4,3,k):=0 od:

>

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do M(4,4,k):=coef(k)*(e(k)*(1-2*nu(k+1))/3/(1-2*nu(k))) od

> P1:=matrix(4,4):M1:=matrix(4,4):M2:=matrix(4,4):

> for i from 1 to 4 do M1[i,1):=M(i,1,1) od: Assembling of the M matrices from the
different elements

> for i from 1 to 4 do M1[j,2]:
3
4
1

M(i,2,1) od:
M(},3,1) od
M(i,4,1) od:
M(},1,2) od:
M(i,2,2) od:
(1,3,2)
M(i,4,2)

> for i from 1 to 4 do M1[j,
> for i from 1 to 4 do M1[i,
> for i from 1 to 4 do M2[ij,
> for i from 1 to 4 do M2[i,2
> for i from 1 to 4 do M2[i,3
> for i from 1 to 4 do M2[i,4]:=
> P1:=M1:

> P2:=multiply(M2,M1): Calculating P as the product of the M matrices

i

Ik
J:
J:
I:
]:=M(i,3,2

i,4,2

od:
od:
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> for i from 1 to 4 do Z[i,1]:=P2[1,1]*P2[1,2]-P2[1,1]*P2[},2] od:

> for i from 1 to 4 do Z[1,2]:=P2[i,1]*P2[2,2]-P2[2,1]*P2[1,2] od:

> for i from 1 to 4 do Z[i,3]:=P2[i,1]*P2[3,2]-P2[3,1]*P2[1,2] od:
[1,4]:=P2[i,1] [4

> for i from 1 to 4 do Z[i,4]:=P2[i,1]*P2[4,2]-P2[4,1]*P2[i,2] od:
> Al:=4*R(nph)~10*(1-2*nu(nph))*(7-10*nu(nph))*Z(1,2]4+-20*R(nph) ~ 7*(7-12*nu(nph)+
8*nu(nph)**2)*Z[4,2]+12*R(nph) ~5*(1-2*nu(nph)) *(Z[1,4]-7*Z[2,3])+20*R (nph) ~ 3*(1-
2*nu(nph))~2*Z[1,3]+16*(4-5*nu(nph))*(1-2*nu(nph))*Z[4,3): Setting up the quadratic
equation Al (pﬁ?‘::)z-i-Bl*(m) +C1=0
> B1:=3*R(nph)~10*(1-2*nu(nph))*(15*nu(nph)-7)*Z[1,2|+60*R (nph) " 7* (nu(nph)-3)*
nu(nph)*Z[4,2]-24*R (nph) ~ 5*(1-2*nu(nph))*(Z[1,4]-7*Z[2,3])-40*R(nph) ~ 3*
(1-2*nu(nph))~2*Z[1,3]-8*(1-5*nu(nph))*(1-2*nu(nph)) *Z[4,3]:
> Cl:=-R(nph)~10*(1-2*nu(nph))*(7+5*nu(nph))*Z[1,2]+10*R(nph) ~ 7*(7-nu(nph)~ 2)*
Z[4,2]4+12*R(nph)~5*(1-2*nu(nph))*(Z[1,4]-7*Z[2,3])+20*R(nph) ~ 3* (1-2*nu(nph)) ~2*
Z[1,3]-8*(7-5*nu(nph))*(1-2*nu(nph))*Z[4,3]:
> DDelta:=B1~2-4*A1*Cl:racdelta:=DDelta"0.5:

1

> soll:=(-Bl+racdelta)/2/A1*mu(nph): Solution 1 for pyom

> 5012:=(-Bl-racdelta)/A1/2*mu(nph): Solution 2 for py.., (< 0)

> mu(4):=soll: Solution 1 retained

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do coeflicient (k):=1/(3*ck(k+1)+4*mu(k+1)) od: Coefficient
for the 4th phase - the homogenized phase

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do N(1,1,k):=coefficient(k)*(3*ck(k)+4*mu(k+1)) od: Calcu-
ation of the elements of the N-matrices for the bulk modulus determination.

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do N(1,2,k):=coefficient(k)*4/R(k) ~ 3* (mu(k+1)-mu(k)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do N(2,1,k):=coeflicient(k)*3*R (k) ~ 3*(ck(k+1)-ck(k)) od:

> for k from 1 to (nph-1) do N(2,2,k):=coefficient (k)*(3*ck(k+1)+4*mu(k)) od:

> Ql:=matrix(2,2):N1:=matrix(2,2):N2:=matrix(2,2):

> for i from 1 to 2 do N1[i,1]:=N(i,1,1) od:
> for i from 1 to 2 do N1[,2]:=N(i,2,1) od:
> for i from 1 to 2 do N2[i,1]:=N(i,1,2) od:
> for i from 1 to 2 do N2[,2]:=N(1,2,2) od:
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> Q1:=N1:
> Q2:=multiply(N2,N1):
> ck(4):=(3*ck(3)*R(3) ~3*Q2[1,1]-4*mu(3)*Q2(2,1])/3/(R(3) ~3*Q2[1,1]+Q2[2,1]): So-

lution for the bulk modulus knom

> nu(4):=(3*ck(4)-2*mu(4))/2/(mu(4)+3*ck(4)): Corresponding Poisson’s ratio.
> for k from nph to (nph) do a(k):=mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(7.+5*nu(k))*(7.-10*nu(k+1))-(7-

10*nu(k))*(7+5*nu(k+1)) od: Determination of the additional elements of the M-matrices

relating to the homogenized phase (=4)

od:

od:

od:

od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do b(k):=4*(7-10*nu(k))+(mu(k) /mu(k+1)*(7+5*nu(k))) od:
>

> for k from nph to (nph) do c(k):=(7-5*nu(k+1))+2*mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(4-5*nu(k+1)) od:
> for k from nph to (nph) do d(k):=(7+5*nu(k+1))+4*mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(7-10*nu(k+1))

> for k from nph to (nph) do d(k):=(7+5*nu(k+1))+4*mu(k)/mu(k-+1)*(7-10*nu(k+1))

> for k from nph to (nph) do e(k):=2*(4-5*nu(k))+mu(k)/mu(k+1)*(7-5*nu(k)) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do f(k):=(4-5*nu(k))*(7-5*nu(k+1))-mu(k) /mu(k+1)*(4-5*nu(k+1))*
(7-5*nu(k)) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do alpha(k):=mu(k)/mu(k+1)-1 od:

>

> for k from nph to (nph) do coef(k):=1/5/(1-nu(k+1)) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(1,1,k):=coef(k)*(c(k)/3) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(1,2k):=coef(k)*(R(k) ~2*(3*b(k)-T*c(k))/5/(1-2*nu(k)))

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(1,3 k):=coef(k)*(-12*alpha(k) /R(k)"5) od:
>

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(1,4,k):=coef(k)*(4*(f(k)-27*alpha(k)) /15/(1-2*nu(k)) /R(k) ~3)

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(2,1,k):=0 od:
> for k from nph to (nph) do M(2,2,k):=coef(k)*((1-2*nu(k+1))*b(k)/7/(1-2*nu(k))) od:
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>

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(2,3 k):=coef(k)*(-20*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)/7/R(k)"7)
od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(2,4,k):=coef(k)*(-12*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)/7/(1-2*nu(k)) /R(k)"5)
od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(3,1,k):=coef(k)*(R(k)~5*alpha(k)/2) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(3,2,k):=coef(k)*(-R(k)~7*(2*a(k)+147*alpha(k))/70/(1-
2*nu(k))) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(3,3 k):=coef(k)*(d(k)/7) od:

>

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(3,4,k):=coef(k)*(R(k)~2*(105*(1-nu(k+1))+12*alpha(k)*(7-
10*nu(k+1))-

7*e(k))/35/(1-2*nu(k))) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(4,1,k):=coef(k)*(-5/6*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k)*R(k)"3)
od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(4,2,k):=coef(k)*(7*(1-2*nu(k+1))*alpha(k) *R (k) ~5/2/(1-
2*nu(k))) od:

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(4,3k):=0 od:

>

> for k from nph to (nph) do M(4,4,k):=coef(k)*(e(k)*(1-2*nu(k+1))/3/(1-2*nu(k))) od:

> M3:=matrix(4,4):

> for i from 1 to 4 do M3[i,1]:=M(1,1,3) od:

> for i from 1 to 4 do M3|i,2]:=M(1,2,3) od:

> for i from 1 to 4 do M3|i,3]:=M(},3,3) od:

> for i from 1 to 4 do M3|i,4]:=M(i,4,3) od:

> P3:=multiply(M3,P2):

> wl:=vector(4):w2:=vector(4):w3:=vector(4):w4:=vector(4): Introducing the w-vectors
> w4[l]:=gamma0: E4 is equal to v,

> con:=w4[1]/(P3[2,2]*P3[1,1]-P3[1,2]*P3[2,1]):

> wl[1]:=P3[2,2]*con: Fuvaluation of the wy vector components
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> wl[2]:=-P3[2,1]*con:
> wl1[3]:=0:
> wl[4):=0:

> Phelp:=vector([P3[2,2],-P3[2,1],0,0]):

> w2:=multiply(P1,Phelp): Euvaluation of the wa vector components

> w2:=matadd(w2,Phelp,con,0):

> w3:=multiply(M2,w2): Evaluation of the ws vector components

> w4:=multiply(M3,w3): Evaluation of the w4 vector components

> A:=w3[1}: Extraction of the elements of wg

> B:=w3[2]:

> C:=w3[3]:

> DD:=w3[4]:

> nud:=nu(3):

> T3:=1/wa[1]*(A-21/5*(R(3)~5-R(2)"5)/(1-2*nu3)/(R(3)"3-R(2)"3)*B):  Bualuation
of A3

> T2:=1 /w[1]*(w2([1]-21/5*(R(2)5-R(1)~5)/(1-2*nu(2)) /(R(2)"3-R(1)"3)*w2[2]):  Eval
uation of ZZ

> chi:=eta*T2/T3; Evaluation of x

> resultl:=mu(4)/mu(3)/T3; Evaluation of chom/cm

> fprintf(filel,” %g,%g, %g\n” eta,resultl,chi): Save results to file

> end do; End of do-loop

> fclose(filel):
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Appendix D

Numerical Implementation into

CESAR-LCPC

D.1 CESAR-LCPC

D.1.1 Program Overview

CESAR-LCPC is an all-round finite-element based engineering analysis program, distributed
by the Laboratoire Central des Ponts et Chaussées (LCPC), Paris, France [71]. Its development
started in the early 1980’s. CESAR-LCPC consists of three programs:

e MAX is the preprocessor. It is being used for the data set generation, that is the mesh
and the input parameters for the calculation. MAX2D and MAX3D denote the two and

three-dimensional versions of this program, respectively.

e CESAR is the core of the program. It executes the input data files and performs the actual
calculations. Result files are produced as output. Commercial users of the CESAR-LCPC
program have a fixed version of CESAR. Users with a developer’s licence can create their
own versions of CESAR. Through the development platform, the modified source files are
combined with the unmodified standard files to a new CESAR program. The source files
are all written in FORTRAN77

e PEGGY is the postprocessor program. It is used to visualize the output files produced
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CESAR-LCPC

MAX CESAR PEGGY

Figure D-1: Overview of the CESAR-LCPC program structure.

by CESAR. PEGGY2D and PEGGY3D denote the two and three-dimensional versions

of this program, respectively.

Figure D-1 gives an overview of the program structure. CESAR-LCPC contains the stan-
dard capacities of solid and structural mechanics problems. More uncommon are the program
modules for linear and nonlinear poromechanical problems (MPLI, MPNL), which allow a finite

element calculation with algorithms based on the Biot-Coussy [41] theory of porous media.

D.1.2 Organization of CESAR

CESAR is divided in its organization into different entities. Figure D-2 gives a schematic
overview to facilitate the understanding of the architecture. The principal program is the
backbone of the code which treats the general configuration of the calculation and the dialogue
with the user. The input treatment modules are program parts that are general to the code
in which the physical representation (coordinates, elements etc.) are treated. The calculation
modules, like MPNL or LIXI which are used in this study treat specific mechanical problems
and contain the specific algorithm for the solution of the modeled problem. The finite elements

are classified in families which each have a number. They are to be used in connection with
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treatment
Modules for Calculations | | Libraries
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LIXI
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Configuration treatment ;
; routines
Environment treatment
Element Families |,
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Figure D-2: Schematic representation of the CESAR architecture.
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a calculation module. For example, if MPNL is the calculation module, the finite element
family must be adapted to porous media problems, which is the case of families 45 and 46.
In addition, a library with general routines exists. They are mostly not specific to an element
family or module and can be called at any time. The switch between the different parts of
. the program is organized by an interface. This program part depends on the initial set of
problem properties (calculation module, element family, sequence in overall calculation) direct

the computing flow to the right place.

D.1.3 Intervention Levels

The program architecture of CESAR allows intervention at different levels:

e The integration point level: Programing at the integration point level means that an
existing element family and calculation module is being used. Additions and changes are
made within a preexisting algorithm once it is in a loop over the integration points. An
example for this are return mapping algorithms in plasticity which are treated in CESAR

at the integration point level.

e The element level: Intervention at the element level refers to changes that concern a whole
element. An example is the introduction of new degrees of freedom in an element, which

requires the creation of a new element family.

o The calculation module level: At the calculation module level, an intervention can be the
change of the problem algorithm, that adds a new feature. An example for this is the
switch from a Newton-Raphson to a Fixed-Point solution technique of the global stiffness

matrix.

e The principal program level: At the principal program level, an intervention can take

place as well. This could be for example the creation of a new calculation module.

Included in the mentioned intervention levels are changes or additions in the library routines

that are associated to changes in the calculation modules, element families or input treatment

modules.
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D.2 FE Formulation of the Dissolution-Transport Part

This section deals with the finite element formulation of the dissolution-transport part of the
constitutive model that was presented in Chapter 9. In CESAR, it is contained in a new
calculation module, LIXI, which was created by Mainguy [91] at MIT. It will be included in the
standard CESAR-LCPC body. Some changes to LIXI are necessary for the specific two-front

model that we consider.

D.2.1 Model Considered in LIXI

The calculation module LIXT is capable of solving a general non-linear dissolution-diffusion

problem in a porous medium. The general equation that is being solved is

Fi () 22 4 2220

5 5~V (B VE @)+ V- (Fi(w)V) =0 (D.1)

where u is the unknown. The functions F; are piecewise linear functions of u. V is a fluid
velocity in the case, advection is being considered. Depending on the choice of « and F;, very
different diffusion problems can be solved. For a complete overview see [91]. For the solution
of the two-front leaching approach, the following specifications are made: « = [Ca2+]s, the

calcium concentration in the solid. The following functions F; are chosen:

Fy(u)=1; Fp(u)=¢[Ca®T]_,; Fs(u) =¢D(¢); Fy(u) = [Ca®"] (D.2)

sal ; sol

The equilibrium conditions for the two leaching fronts (Egs. (9.78) and (9.79))are considered

through a relation between the calcium concentration in the solid and in the fluid phase:

[Ca?*t], = F ([Ca®t],) (D.3)

sol

Figure D-3 shows a formal representation of this relation in which the equilibrium concentrations
for the two fronts explicitly intervene. In addition, boundary conditions and initial conditions

need to be specified. The initial condition reads:
u(t=0) = up = [Ca®*]’ (D.4)
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[Ca**],, 4
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»
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Figure D-3: Representation of the equilibrium relation between solid and solute calcium con-
centration which replaces the two individual sets of equilibrium conditions.
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in which the initial calcium concentration in the solid is being fixed. Boundary conditions on
the contour T" of the considered geometry  are either directly related to the unknown or the

flux and read:

Parameter imposed on I'y, : u=1
P v (D.5)

Entering Flux imposed on I'y: F3 (u) VFy(u) - n—F4(v) V-n=7

where Ty, and I'y are the two complementary parts of the contour of 2.

D.2.2 Solution in CESAR-LCPC@MIT

The leaching problem given by Equations (D.1), (D.4) and (D.5) is solved in CESAR in the
calculation module LIXI. The solution is based on the variational formulation which reads [91}:
Find u € Dy such that for all v € Dy we have:

/ Fj3 (w) VFy (u) - VodQ + / A (w) Podn + / OB (W) 4a — / gudll (D.6)
Q q ot 0 ot Ty

where Dy and Dy are vector spaces defined on 2 that are sufficiently regular and that satisfy
u = u on I'y,. The variational problem is discretized by the finite element method. The time
derivatives in Equation (D.6) are approximated with an implicit Euler scheme:

ou ut+At —ut

= A7 (D.7)

which guarantees unconditional stability of the solution scheme. The unknown v and v are

discretized with interpolation functions:
n ne
Uy = Zuj Nj; vn = ZmNi (D.8)
=1 =1

where n is the node number and n; is the total number nodes. A similar discretization is assumed

for the functions F;. The variational formulation leads to n equations for the n unknowns u;.’*'At.
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The i-th equation reads:

n

e
> / F3(Zu;+AtNk)VNj.VNi dQ Fy(uftah)
=178 k=1
n 1 [ A
+Z/QEF1(Zu§C+ tNk>NjNidQ (uftA — ul)
7j=1 k=1
- 1
+ 3 [ ZNNan (Rt - Fat)) = [ qvar (D.9)
=1 Fe

- i /Q Fg(iu§c+AtNk)VNj.VNi dQ Fy(at+a)
j=n+1 k=1

nt ne
1 t+At —t+At -t
_.jz:.l;zgfﬁ(jzjuk A@)AGAQdQ @% —1@)
j=n+1 k=1

ne 1 _ ~
= > [ RN (R - Fa(ah))
j=n+1

This non linear problem is linearized. The matrices for the linear system are composed of

contributions from the different elements. For each individual element €2, we note the following

terms:
n ng
=3 [ B M) VN, e B )
p=1 e k=1
7 1 nt
ot =3 [ 5D ) Mo e 17 ) (D11
p= ¢ =
i 1
o = 2; /Q G Np N d (Faut) - Fy(u)) (D.12)
—

The non linear system is solved with the Newton-Raphson technique. The vector U* with the

u* as components is defined. Its initial value is given by
Ul =1 (D.13)

and then for the next steps:

Uetl =U* + A, (D.14)
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where A, is the solution of the linear system in which the i-th component of the right hand
side contains partly the terms g4, g} and g2. In addition, the i — j term of the matrix contains
the partial derivatives of g3%, g} and g? with respect to the component u§+At of UttAt. The

term gz-34 leads to an elementary conduction matrix that reads:

/Q Fy ( Zuﬁijk) VN, VN; dQ, Fj(ut*2) (D.15)
€ k=1

and to a tangent conduction matrix:

n

/ F ( Z ultALN, ) [E F4(u;?,+At)VNp] . VN;N; dQ. (D.16)

p=1

Moreover, the term g} leads to the storage matrix:
L ah ( ZutJ”AtNk) N;N; d2. (D.17)

and to the tangent storage matrix:

/Q —F’(Zut+AtNk) [ZN (utrAt ;)} NiN; d, (D.18)

p=1

Finally, gz-2 leads to an elementary matrix associated to the source term:

/Q éNjNi dQe Fy(ufta?) (D.19)

These matrices lead to a non symmetric elementary matrix. In addition, a mass lumping
option exists, which diagonalizes the elementary matrices corresponding to (D.11) and (D.12).
This technique which has received quite some attention in the finite element literature (see for
example [69] for an overview and [67, 145, 53]), minimizes the oscillation of the solution around
sharp dissolution fronts. It is used in a way that the total mass is conserved in which case
convergence is guaranteed [69]. This leads to an equivalence with the finite volume method

[92], if linear interpolation elements are employed.
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D.2.3 Typical Input Data Format and Output Results

The calculations of the leaching problem are performed with the module LIXI. The module uses
the steering variable IMOD with a value of 90 for an ordinary leaching problem and 96 in the
presence of advection. Table D.1 shows the input data format that is required in conjunction
with the key word ELEM. ELEM is part of the input treatment routines that assign the material
properties to the calculation. The input data for the calculation module LIXI are given in Table
D.2. They determine the method of numerical solution of the equation system and the time
steps. The result of the leaching calculation is a calcium concentration field in the solid phase
(or more generally a distribution of the unknown ) in Q. This distribution can be visualized
in the post processor Peggy. At the end of the leaching calculation, a result file is written
by LIXI which contains the calcium concentration for the final time step at every node plus
the node coordinates. LIXI uses elements of the family 21 which limits its applications to

two-dimensional problems.

D.3 FE-Formulation of the Mechanical Part

D.3.1 Introduction

Following the staggered scheme (see Sections 9.5 and 10.2), the mechanical model part is im-
plemented in a different module than the leaching part. In CESAR-LCPC, the module MPNL
solves poroplasticity problems of saturated porous media. This module is chosen as the back-
bone for the implementation of our model into CESAR. In the following, the discretized equa-
tions of the mechanical model are presented and the developed return mapping algorithm [134]

for multisurface poroplasticity are detailed.

D.3.2 Degradation State

The degradation state is determined through the local values of the chemical porosity. LIXI
provides the data for the field variable calcium concentration. The chemical porosity calcu-
lated according to Eq. (9.55) at the integration points. Although LIXI provides only a two-
dimensional data field, in MPNL a two-dimensional or three-dimensional calculation can be

performed with the families 45 (2D) or 46(3D). In the case of the three-dimensional calculation,
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TITLE
IMOD, INAT
NC Number of values that define the piecewise linear F;
Dy, Dy, Dy Reference values for the diffusion tensor ass. with F3
C1,C4,Cs Reference values for the functions Fi, Fy, 5
I3, 1,1y Indicators constant/variable for the functions F3, F3, F»
I; = 0 — F; constant
I; =1 — F; piecewise linear
I3 = 2 — F3 is an exponential function of the porosity
IF I3 =2:D1,Ds Coefficients of the exponential diffusion law
D (¢) = exp (D1¢ — Dy)
F(I),I =1NC Discrete values of F1 in increasing order
IFI3=1:F3(I),I =1NC Discrete values of F3
IF I3 =2: PORO(I),I =1NC Discrete values of the total porosity
F,(I),I =1NC Discrete values of Fy
IF I =1: F(I),I =1NC Discrete values of F

Table D.1: Input format for the key word ELEM in a leaching input file of CESAR-LCPC, used
with LIXI
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LIXI
M

METHOD

NITER, TOL

IND_CM

Aob 7

NENL

NPAS1

To (AT (I), I=1, NPAS)

Printing variable

Numerical solution method
METHOD=N — Newton Raphson
METHOD=P — Fixed Point

METHOD=M — First Fixed Point and Newton Raphson
when the variation of the unknown is smaller that 0.01

Number of iterations (NITER) and tolerance (TOL) on unknown
Mass lumping indicator:

IND CM=0: No mass lumping

IND _CM=1: Mass lumping activated

Variable for the time step variation. Used to compare with the
relative variation of the unknown between two time steps.
Increasing Aq; decreases the total calculation time

Number of groups with non linear exchange elements

Number of time steps (=NPAS+1)

Time origin (Tp) and the time step values

Table D.2: Input format for the key word LIXI in a leaching input file of CESAR-LCPC
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Leaching Calculation

L y
X X

Poromechanical Calculation in Poromechanical Calculation in
2D (Family 45) 3D (Family 46): Identical
Properties along y-axis

Figure D-4: Schematical presentation of the three-dimensional operating mode, using family
46: From the two-dimensional leaching calculation chemical porosities in three dimensions are
assigned by a translation along the y-axis.

the results from the leaching calculation are assigned to the 3D mechanical calculation assuming

that no variation with respect to one axis takes place. Figure D-4 illustrates this procedure.

D.3.3 Field Equations

The poroplastic problem needs to be discretized in time. We consider the problem between

times ¢, and ¢,.1 so that t,41 = t, + At. The time derivative of a function reads:

d_f_ _ fn+1 - fn _ ﬂ
dt  tpe1 —tan At (D-20)
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In addition, the function f is discretized with an implicit scheme:

[ (tn + At) = [ (tnt1) (D.21)

which assures unconditional stability!. The three field equations that need to be satisfied in

the considered domain Q) are the static equilibrium:

InQ:V-24+pf=0 (D.22)
the fluid mass conservation:
1nQ:V-w+?%=o (D.23)

and the heat equation:

a5 amf] 0 (D.24)

InQ:V-q+Tp {E Sm 5

these three field equations are discretized, using the introduced discretization scheme and de-

noting X,41 = Xy + AX etc.:

V- (AS) +ppAf = 0 (D.25)
V-(Wn—i-Aw)—f-% = 0 (D.26)

A(S -0
V- (gt Aq)+ 2B mm) (D.27)

At

!This means that the time step At can be chosen without restrictions and still guaranteeing convergence.
This is of interest in porous media problems where the asymptotical regime is usually calculated using very large
time steps.
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The field equations(D.25) through (D.27) are complemented with boundary conditions which

read in a discretized form:

AY-n = AT¢onTr (D.28)
Au = Au’onTy, (D.29)

Ap = ApPonTy, (D.30)
Aws-n = Auw}onTy (D.31)
AT = AT?onTqa (D.32)
Aq-n = Ag®on J (D.33)

where T is the boundary of . In addition, the mass flux and heat flux read as a function of

the pressure and temperature gradients, respectively:

&Y~ (v (ap) - o) (D.34)
Po

Aq K

7 = VD (D-35)

where K is the heat conductivity matrix.

D.8.4 Variational Formulation

In the following, the implemented variational formulation in MPNL is described. The thermo-

poroelastic state equations (see Chapter 9) read in a discretized form:

AY Co -B -Ag AE

Am

__-;Zi =] -B —'1\17 3am Ap (D.36)
—A (S - &my) ~Ag 3am —% AT

in which the elastic poroelastic properties depend on the degradation state, expressed through
the chemical porosity. Note that in the existing implementation not the change in porosity but

the change in the fluid mass is chosen as a state variable. The variational formulation of the
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field equations can be written as:

T
AE Co -B —-Ag AE'
/Q Ap -B -% 3anm Ap | dQ
AT ~Ay 3am -% )\ AT

A / vap \ (K o v (ap) o -
o\ v(aT) 0o £ V(AT’) '
~ F(Au’,Ap’,AT’)=o

where the test fields Au’, Ap’ and AT’ are admissible but otherwise arbitrary fields. The linear
form F (Au', Ap, AT') is given by:

T
TR V (pn) K 0 v (Ap
F(Au,Ap,AT) - At/ﬂ(V(Tn)> (o y ) (V((A;))) )dQ

To

d
+ / poAf-Au'd + f AT? . A¢' + At / AT L dA(D.38)
Q Toa Tya To

' /wd
+A / v (ap) Kppata+ [ Apaa
Ja Jr . o

This variational formulation is then discretized spatially with finite elements of family 45 or 46.

D.3.5 Solution in the Case of Plasticity

When plastic evolutions are considered, the state equations include the plastic porosity and

plastic strains (Chapter 9) and read in a discretized form:

AT Cy -B —Ag AE-AEP
—%‘1+A¢P+A¢C =| -B -& 3an Ap (D.39)
—A (S — s2my) ~Ao 3am -5 AT

In the following developments, we assume that the increment in chemical porosity, A¢°, is
always zero, consistent with our calculation scheme that assumes that the dissolution occurs

prior to any mechanical loading. In addition to the changed state equations, we need to consider
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the evolution laws of plasticity. For the developed two surface plasticity model, following the

works by Koiter [76], the flow rules read as the sum of the individual contributions:

af;
AE? =S ANSL

(D.40)
AgP =3 AN
where
AN >0if f; =0
20t S (D.41)

AN =0if f; <0

Within a time step, the poroplastic problem needs to be solved by an iterative procedure, owing
to the non-linearity of the problem. We assume that the variables are known at iteration k,
that is Aug, Apg, etc. For k = 0, all variables are zero. To determine the solution for a given
time step, a particular solution algorithm needs to be applied. We choose a return mapping

algorithm.

D.3.6 Return Mapping Algorithm

The Return Mapping Algorithm is a numerical solution technique that transforms a plasticity
problem in an optimization problem for which standard solution techniques exist. Particularly
Simo and Hughes [134] can be credited for the development of algorithms in this field. For the

poroplastic problem at hand, the following return mapping algorithm is proposed.

Initial Linear Problem

We assume that at the end of the k-th iteration step, the state of the poroplastic system is

known, and given by the variable set:
{AE, AE?, A¢P, Ap, AT}, = {AEy, AEL, A¢h, Api, ATy } (D.42)
The displacement increment in the next time step, Augy1 leads to an increment in total strains:

AEk+1 = VS (Allk+1) (D43)

371



The same holds for the increments in pressure Apgy; and temperature ATy which are deter-
mined from the loading conditions at the beginning of the time step. In a first step the elastic
solution is determined, using the variational formulation presented before and the following

state equations:

AXp Co, -B -—-Ap AEk+1~AEZ
AmEt!
__pf_ + Aﬁ = -B _ﬁ 3am Apk+1 (D.44)
0
—A (Sk+1 - s?nm’;"'l) —A.() 3am —% ATk_H_

where it should be noted that the plastic deformation and porosity belong to the prior iteration

step. They are “frozen” in the beginning of the new iteration.

Non Linear Problem

Once the linear changes in pressure, temperature and displacement are obtained, additional
increments need to be determined that lead to a plastically admissible solution. More precisely,

the following set of equations needs to be solved:

AT}, C -B -Ag AEg1 —AEL
Amy
—SBaAg, | =| -B & 3w Apies1 (D.45)
. " e
—A (Sky = Smmiy1) —Ao Jom 7 ATkt
AEP,, =T AN aft-(zn+m:,:ai_‘31 PrtAPit1) D.46)
8fi(Tu+ AL, patAp '
A¢1€+1 = E AN ( kg; Y4 k+ﬁ
AN > 0if f; (3, + AX: ,Pn + A =0
fi( ki10Pn + APri1) (D.47)
AN = 0if f; (Sn+ ATty Pn + Apiy1) <0
This system of equations can be solved by introducing the following trial stress state:
svial = 5, + Co : ABgy1 — BApry1 — AoATh (D-48)
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With the trial stress state calculated, the loading function is checked to determine whether

plastic flow occurs. If only one loading surface exists, this reads:

f (2;1'#) > 0= Adngr > 0 (D.49)
f (Em’) < 0= Adpy1 =0 (D.50)

However, in the case of multisurface plasticity, the format is [134]):

fi ( fﬁ_all) > 00— A/\i,n—{—l >0V A)\i’n+1 =0 (D.51)
fi (B5E) < 0= Ahp=0 (D.52)

In other words, in contrast to single surface plasticity, the fact that the loading function has
a positive value for the trial state is not sufficient to determine whether the loading surface is
actually active. Strategies to determine the active loading surfaces were presented by Simo and
Hughes [134]. Once the active loading surfaces are known, the plastic multipliers and plastic
variables are obtained through a correction of the trial stress so that the loading surfaces become

inactive. This reads:

Ja (En + A22+1:Pn + APlc+1) =0

) 5 (D.53)
with B, + AT}, =2iel — Co: Y ) Adande
where J,.+ denotes the set of active yield surfaces:
Jact = {a €1,2,..,Ni fy (23{1‘;‘) - 0} (D.54)

Equation (D.53) serves to obtain the plastic strains and porosity. Geometrically, equating the
plastic deformations in a way that the stress state meets the loading conditions corresponds
to an orthogonal projection of the trial stress state on the plastically admissible stress surface
[134, 79]. The updated stress X, + AX}; fulfills the loading functions. However, it is not
certain that the updated stress fields are statically admissible or that the fluid and heat flux
etc., still meet the conservation field equations. The complete procedure therefore needs to be

repeated until both the field equations and the plastic equations are satisfied.
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D.3.7 Return Mapping Algorithm for the chosen Loading Surfaces

The two loading surfaces considered are the Drucker-Prager surface and the Cam-Clay surface

introduced in Chapter 9. The trial values of the two surfaces read:

f.tDr};l'll'l-‘-l = 4/ Jt‘mall +6 (ERZM#_’_]_ + Pn + Apk-i—l) —-cC (D'55)
Jérmll 2
fgé'afzﬂ = A;; [23\/1”(111!+1 + Pn + Aprt1 + (Pe — Pt)] — (pe +p1)° (D.56)

To facilitate the further treatment of the Cam-Clay criterion, we introduce the notations d =
V3Jyand I = Z"]ﬁ = X pr + p. We can then rewrite the Cam Clay criterion as:

d2

2z T = 2p) (I +2p) <0 (D.57)

fee =

With the trial values of the loading surfaces at hand, the active loading surfaces are tested.

Different scenarios need to be distinguished:

1. No active yield surface: ft”“l <0 and fgé.“fl +1 £ 0. In this case then the loading step

is elastic. No further corrections need to be made.
Tni1 =25 (D.58)

2. One active yield surface: ftD’g’fl g =20o0r fgé"'fl +1 = 0. The plastic strains and poros-
ity calculated for the active surface according to (D.46). The updated stress state is

determined through (D.53).

3. Two active yield surfaces: fg};‘.’f1 +1>0and fgé“fl +1 > 0. Either one or both surfaces are

active.

(a) Assumption that only one surface is active. With (D.46) the plastic strains and
porosity are determined for the first surface. An updated trial stress state is com-
puted from:

| 9
spriels _ sirial _ 0o s AAp it a’; (D.59)
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With the updated trial stress both loading surfaces are tested. If fgj}f,’l*H < 0 and

fgé.“f;;l < 0, the modified trial state becomes the new stress state:

1 = S (D.60)

If this loading surfaces are active, the trial stress state is reinitialized to £!7%%. The

updated trial stress is recomputed according to:

ral* ria a
yirial = pirial _ ¢y AAz,nHa—g (D.61)

With the updated trial stress state both loading surfaces are tested. If fg}}fffﬂ <0
and fggffl*ﬂ < 0, the modified trial state becomes the new stress state:

Bper = Sirig (D.62)

If this is not the case, both surfaces are active at the same time.

(b) Both surfaces are active at the same time. The plastic strains and porosity are
determined according to (D.46). The updated stress state is given through (D.53).
Drucker-Prager Projection Algorithm

The Drucker-Prager projection algorithm is a standard algorithm in most commercially available

finite element codes. The discretized flow rules read:

6 Sn+1 6
AE? = A\ 12| = -1 D.
ntl DPn+1 (3 +5 o AAppat | 31+ nnt (D.63)
Adh ., = Adppni16 (D.64)
. — _Sni . . . .
with n,4 —*—2 oy The stress reads in the discretized form:
Tar1 = Za+ AL, =3y AN Siop D.65
n+l = n+ k+1 = “n4+1 T 0 - DPn+1 ), ( . )

Biriel — AAppnt1 [ko61+2pmp 1]
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where we made use of the relation Cy = 3koK + 2uJ [160]. With (D.65), the stress deviator can
be written as:

) : S,
Spi1 = Zppy 0 J = Siriel A/\D13,n+12M5“‘L (D.66)

VJ2n+1

which leads to the trial deviator stress:

; AADpPn+1
striadd =g 1|1 - 2u—"—tt D.67

n+1 n+ 9 \/m ( )
In the Drucker-Prager model, the direction of the plastic flow is the same as the direction of the
trial deviator stress [134]. Therefore, the plastic multiplier can be obtained from the solution

of one algebraic equation:

fop (Znt1) =0 (D.68)

which leads to:
c—6 (25\2;’ Dt Apkﬂ) — JIgriat,

D.69
ko2 + 21 (D-69)

A)\DF‘,n—f—l =

from where the plastic strains and the plastic porosity can be calculated. A special situation
can occur in a Drucker-Prager yield surface when a stress state is in the corner region of the
yield surface. This region is given by [68]:
jal
koS /IS5 3c

Shtal | + P+ Aprsr < T 5 (D.70)

In this zone, the projection is made to the corner point for which {/J2ny1 = 0.

Cam-Clay Projection Algorithm

The Cam-Clay projection algorithm follows the developments by Borja and Lee [24] who pro-
posed an implicit formulation for the complete projection algorithm. The discretized form of

the flow rule, including the notations employed in (D.57):

2 6dn+l Sn+1
p = Alcon (I, . — 1 D.71

2 6d,,
= Alcontt (5 (Iny1 +pc — pt) 1+ M;” nn+1>
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and the hardening rule reads:

1+

e
Pen+1 = Pen €XP 2/\ A/\C'C",n-f—l (I + Pc — pt) (D72)

- K

With the definition of the trial stress state, two scalar equations are obtained for the stress

invariants:

Inyn = I:LT-;{({! - kOA)‘CCm+12 (In+1 +Pc— pt) (D'73)
; 6pAICon+1
dnp1 = diY <1 + ——M'z—ﬁ“ (D.74)

Introducing these scalar stress invariants facilitates the calculation of the plastic multiplier
which reduces to the solution of a nonlinear scalar equation. To find the plastic multiplier, we

solve:
2

dn
fcc (2n+1,pc,n+l) = ]M_-;l + (In+1 - 2pt) (In+1 + 2pc,n+1) =0 (D75)

This is a nonlinear equation for AA¢c 1 and which also includes a coupling between I,11 and

pe via (D.73). It is solved with a two-level Newton iteration as proposed by Borja and Lee [24].

Corner Zone Algorithm

A corner zone algorithm needs to be used when both yield surfaces are active. To economize
the calculation time, an explicit treatment of the routine was chosen, while plastic hardening
is frozen during the iteration. The discretized form of the flow rule reads:

6 2 6d,,
AEﬁ.q_l = A)\DP,n+1 (gl + nn+l> + A/\CC,n+1 (:9)' (In+1 +pc,n - Pt) 1+_]\l—;1nn+1> (D76>

where p., is the consolidation pressure of the prior iteration. The sought stress state then

reads:

Sot1 = S Appay1 [kod142un,4] (D.77)
12ud
— Alcon+1 {2 (In+1 + pe — pt) 1+%}‘nn+l (D.78)
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It turns out that the direction of Spi1 and S¥i¢ are the same and the invariants d,11 and

Ih41are determined from:

diridl — \/6puAAppni1
dny1 = \fBTpppn = ot (D.79)
1-!-'—-—Hff'h
Itrial _ AXppniiko — Arecniiko (Pen —
I = n+1 DPn+1%0 CCn+1 O(P, Pt) (D.80)
1 = 2koAdcen+1

Finally, the two plastic multipliers are solutions of the following two-equation system:

fop (Brti,Pens1) = %dnﬂ +6Ipy1 —c=0

o (D.81)
fee (2n+1,pc,n+1) = —;\?-T + (In+1 - 2pt) (In+1 + 2pc,n) =0

Last, the consolidation pressure is updated from the hardening rule. Taking into account the

expression for the plastic strains it reads:

1+4+e
Pen+1 = Pen €XP by

(AAppat18 + 2AXcent1 (Int1 + Pen — Pt)) (D.82)

- K
D.3.8 Numerical Treatment and Convergence

The presented plasticity routines were implemented into the existing calculation module MPNL.
The general solution algorithm of this model is preserved. It uses a modified Newton-Raphson
method to solve the equation system. During the calculation, the stiffness matrix is not updated.
This is a standard strategy in CESAR-LCPC as it is assumed that the time to reassemble
the stiffness matrix is more important than the increased number of local iterations. The
convergence is checked after every iteration based on the three norms of variations between two

iterations:

IAF] = AR+ (AR + ... + (AF,)? (D.83)
AU = (AU + (A + ...+ (Al (D.84)
AW = (AW + (AW)? + ..+ (AW,)*? (D.85)
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which are the norms on the change in the right hand side member of the global equation system
(D.83), the change in unknowns Al (D.84) and the change in work AW (D.85). = is the

number of equations.

D.3.9 Verification

The described return mapping algorithm was verified through a two step process. First the
individual algorithms for the two yield surfaces were compared individually with the existing
algorithms in CESAR of the same type. In a second step, the corner zone algorithm was tested
by comparing the output of the FE calculation with a manual calculation. Both verification

steps were performed for a homogeneous material.

D.3.10 Input Parameters

Table D.3 gives the set of input parameters for an MPNL calculation with IMOD=39. The
input data for the MPNL key word are identical to the standard CESAR version except for an
additional key word ”LIX"” which indicates if stated that an input file from a LIXI calculation

is being read.
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« TITLE
« IMOD, (INAT),

*
psat)EO, 4]

* P15 %0, 1/M

* kg, kyy, (Kz2); by, (Kyz, Kzz)
x b, (ba)

* 22, X/ T, Ay /To, (Az2/To) ,
Azy/T0, (Ayz/T0, Azz/T0)

* ag, (ap2) , 3otm

Material law Parameters
* )‘a K, M07 60)p(0)7p?

* o, 60, %y

* M_,cu, pz M, pr

* C_,CH, 0—CH

Control variables for the calculation. INAT only for
family 45

Density of saturated porous medium, drained Young’s
modulus and Poisson’s. ratio

Fluid phase density, initial porosity and inverse of the
Biot Modulus

Permeability coefficients, in parenthesis only for
family 46

Biot coefficient(s)

Volumetric heat capacity at constant drained
deformation

normalized by the reference temperature. Therm.
conductivities normalized by the ref. Temp.
Thermoelastic compressibility coefficient(s) at zero
drained volume deformation

Dilation coefficient at zero volumetric deformation
in drained conditions

Cam -Clay parameters for the undegraded state
Drucker-Prager parameters for the undegraded state
Cam -Clay parameters for the intermediate state
Drucker-Prager parameters for the intermediate state

* Moo, p2°, p3° Cam -Clay parameters for the degraded state

* Coos Doo Drucker-Prager parameters for the degraded state

* MAT =1 for a paste and 2 for a mortar/concrete. Control
variable for the elasticity

* 0 Coussy coefficient

Table D.3: Input parameters for a calculation with IMOD=39, leached cementitious materials.
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