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ABSTRACT

It is a commonly held theory that population is related to levels of
social and economic development within a given country or society.
The work of Becker in the early 1960s gave much impetus to studies of
the relationship between fertility, mortality and migration, on the
one hand and their determinants, on the other. The determinants were
seen as the social, economic, political and cultural settings of the
countries or socities under study. The thesis attempts to apply this
theory in relation to the demographic development of Zimbabwe. The
thesis postulates that socio-economic differentials within Zimbabwe
are sufficiently pronounced as to begin to affect the demographic
structure of the country. It is with this in mind that three
objectives are set for the thesis:

a) the exploration of the demographic structure of the population
of Zimbabwe, as a means of furthering the understanding of the
nature of the demographic development of the country;

b) the development and utilization of data estimation techniques as
a means of overcoming the defifncies in the data collected from
official sources; ang,

c) the investigation of the link between population change, on the
one hand, with social and economic development on the other.

The hypothesis proceeds through the examination of such social
and economic variables as income, education, health and other social
indicators in relation to fertility, migration and mortality. Due to
the inadequacy of data on the demographic wvariables, the thesis
estimates such data using the recognized relationships among the
demographic variables. The estimated demographic measures are
subjected to correlation and regression analysis after the development
structure of the country has been explored through factor and cluster
analysis. Three geographical scales are used in the analyses viz. the
province, the district and the local authority area. Use of the three
geographical scales exposes the dangers of extrapolating and
generalizing national patterns of demographic, social and economic
development to the levels qf the district and the local authority, as
well as exposing different features of the development profile of the
country of Zimbabwe. The thesis concludes that there is a
differentiation in the demographic profile of the various geographical
regions of the country, based on inequitable distribution of resources
in the past when the country was under white settler colonial rule.
The advent of independence and the introduction of policies designed
to reduce such inequalities had not had time to work by the time the
1982 Census, from whose data the study is based, was taken. The
thesis therefore recommends that further censuses are required if the
effect of such policies are to be measured. It further recommends the

use of cross-temporal instead of the cross-sectional data which was
applied in this study.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all

(Ecclesiastes 1 v 13)
1.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The chapter sets out the main objectives of the thesis. It outlines
the nature and scope of the study. It provides the physical and
historical background to the country of Zimbabwe as well as defining
some of the major terminology in use within Zimbabwean literature. 1In
the final sections, it explores the history of population data

collection as well as examining the data that is to be used in the

thesis. Finally, it gives an outline of the structure of the thesis.

1.2 OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF STUDY

Mzite (1981) noted the lack of detailed study on the demograg?ic
profile of the population of Zimbabwe, especially of the African
population. He attributed this to the fragmented nature of the data
that wev€ available on the population, in the pre-independence era,
i.e. pre-1980. The major reason for the dearth of data was the
absence of a comprehensive national census prior to 1962. The
demographic processes and characteristics of the population could only
be gleaned from a few. demographic surveys and official estimates of
population based on tax registers (see Section 1.4). The overall
picture that emerged of the population was,itherefore, fragmented.
Recent studies have sought to” £fill the gaps in the understanding

of the demographic processes and characteristics of the population.

The current thesis seeks to:

(a) continue the process of completing the understanding of the

demographic processes that operate on the Zimbabwean population.
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(b) attempt a link between aspects of population change, such as
fertility, mortality and migration, and those of social and
economic development (health, education), at disaggregated

spatial scales.

Previous studies have tended to concentrate at the national level.
The approach of the thesis is to adopt a hierarchical approach that
investigates population change and socio-economic development at

national, provincial and local authority levels, hoping that such an
approach will enhance appreciation of the demography
of Zimbabwe.

To achieve the objectives outlined above, it 1is necessary, not
only to utilise data collected from official sources, but also to

develop methodologies for estimating certain variables in the
demographic profile of the nation that are not immediately apparent or

available from the raw data per se. Thus, a further aim of the thesis

is:

(c) to develop methods of estimating data from the available data as a

means of covering existing gaps in the official data sources.

It is expected that the estimation methods developed in the thesis

will be of benefit in future analyses of population data in Zimbabwe.

1.3 PHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1.3.1 Physical and climatic background
Fig 1.1 reveals that Zimbabwe is a landlocked country. It lies wholly

within the Tropics, having four neighbouring countries, namely: Zambia

iy
-

to the north, Mozambique to the east, South Africa to the south and

Bostwana to the west. It has a total land area of some 391 000 square

kilometres (CSO 1985b).

There are three principal physical divisions which modify the
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tropical climate of the country. These are the high veld, the middle

veld and the 1low veld (Fig. 1.1). The high veld is a narrow plateau

(about 80 kilometres wide) running from the south-west to the
north-east across the whole country, beginning at Plumtree, through
Bulawayo, Gweru, Harare, Marondera to Nyanga and Mutare. The
approximate altitude of the high veld is between 1200 to 1500 metres
above sea level. It is the spine upon which the rest of the country
hangs. The rainfall along the high veld varies from about 500mm in
the south-western parts (Bulawayo 500mm) to almost 2000 mm in the

north-east (Nyanga 1980mm). This affects the rainfall pattern which

decreases from east to west.

The middle veld is a wider plateau on either side of the high
veld. It slopes north towards the Zambezi River on one side and south
towards the Limpopo "River on the other (Fig. 1.1). Its altitude
varies between 600 to 1260 metres above sea level. The rainfall
varies between 400 to 800 mm per annum. The northern half of the
middle veld receives more rainfall than the southern half. This is a
result of the decrease in rain which generally is from east to west as
well as north to south.

The low veld comprises of land that generally lies below 600
metres above sea level. Like the middle veld, it occurs in two
sections, the northern section being somewhat less extensive compared

%

to its southern counterpart (Fig. 1.1). In the south, three rivers,
the Limpopo, 8Sabi, Mwenezi and their tributaries, have c¢ombined to

provide a broad flood plain which comprise the low veld. Rainfall is
generally below 400 mm per annum, although there are variations from
north to south, the northern low wveld (Zambezi Valley) having higher

rainfall than the southern one. For example, Kariba (Zambezi Valley)

and Beitbridge (Limpopo Valley) have altitudes of 518m and 457m,



respectively. However, the former has an annual mean rainfall total
of 730mm (almost equivalent to the average for the middle veld and
higher than that of Bulawayo on the high veld) compared to

Beitbridge's 260mm per annum (near desert average and well below the

low veld average).

The importance of the physical regions is seen in the existence
of five ecological regions within the country illustrated in Fig. 1.2.
A comparison of Fig. 1.2 with Fig. 1.3 reveals that the division of
land by white settlers followed closely the patterns of rainfall,
which is influenced by the physical features of the land. Thus, the
bulk of commercial farms are found in ecological regions I-III, which
are suitable for very specialised intensive farming to semi-intensive
farming. The communal lands, are found within regions IV-V suitable
only for extensive farming. In fact, most commercial farms found in
regions IV-V are involved in the extensive rearing of livestock
compared to the cropping activities of the communal farﬁers.
1.3.2 Political, economic and social background
If one was asked to state in a word the main concern of research
literature on Zimbabwe, the simplest answer would be f%nd, Land is

at the heart of most research issues, be they historical, political,
social or economic. The recent history of 2Zimbabwe is written in
terms of lénd alienation by European settlers from the Africans and
its gradual recoveryts;nce independence in 1980. The impoverishment of
the majority of African peasants stems from the loss of their

productive land and their confinement to less fertile areas of the

_‘;I

country.

The result is a research methodology which borrows heavily from
dependency theory to explain differential social and econonmic

development. This most common approach relies on the use of dualism.



Fig. 1.2. Zimbawe : Provincial distribution of natural regions
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Land alienation created what one could term "two worlds"”. One was the
traditional society that existed before the advent of the colonial
period whilst the other, termed modern, was introduced by the

colonialists (Mitchell 1969).
The "traditional sector" of the economy is contained in communal

areas, shown in Fig 1.3. The term "communal area" defines the type of
land tenure found in there. Cultivated 1land is held by households or
families but it does not belong to them. They only have the right to
cultivate it, as they have the right to graze cattle on thé communal
grazing areas. All land is held by the chief in perpetuity for the
tribe or nation. During colonial times this right passed'bnto the

district commissioners (though at various times these rights were
restored in reduced form to the chiefs). The present government has
stripped chiefs of their traditional powers or the ones they acquired
under the white settler state (1890-1979) and given them to district
administrators. The communal areas contain by far the largeét
proportion of the population (57%, CSO 1985a) though they occupy 42%
of the land (Helmsing 1987; Zinyama 1987). For both demographic and
development purposes, what happens in the communal areas has a great
influence on what goes on in the rest of the nation. It is not
suprising therefore to find that most research work looks at the
relationship between the communal lands and the modern sector of the
nation. |

It is important to note that before 1980 the communal lands were
referred to as Tribal Trust Lands under the Land Tenure Act of 1969
which divided the country almost ééually between the white and black

population (CSO 1985a; CSO 1985b; Zinyama 1987). After independence

these were renamed communal lands and new local authorities called

district councils were constituted to run them. Thus, a district



Fig. 1.3. Zimbabwe : Urban Centres, Infrastructure, Communal Areas and Commercial Farming Areas
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council is made up of several communal lands. For example, Nyaningwe

District Council in Masvingo Province is made up of two main communal
lands; Chivi and Mashava. In subsequent discussions, the term district
council will be used, as it is the basis upon which data from communal
lands was collected in the 1982 Census: Its opposite is the rural
council, covering the commercial farming and mining sectors, as
described below. Note that the distribution of communal or district
council areas, as described above tends to be in areas of marginal
rainfall (low veld or ecological regions IV and V). This can be

contrasted with the commercial farming areas which are mainly in
ecological zones I, II and III (Fig 1.2).

The "modern sector" of the economy includes all commmercial
farming areas, i.e. both small- and large-scale, mining and urban
areas (Helmsing 1987). Also included are other state 1lands 1like
forests, national parks, tourist areas and state lands held for future
release as the nation needs them. The major distinguishing-facet of
the modern sector is that it is a cash economy as opposed to the
traditional sector which is viewed as a subsistence economy, though by
now the traditional economy exists in a highly modified form (Simon
1986). The modern sector contains all the industrial development and
has determined the spatial distribution of both economic and social
infrastruc£ure (Fig. 1.3). This has given rise to what is termed as

4

"axial development", with development. concentrated along the lines
of rail; the rail being the major link between urban areas. Tarred

roads also show a bias towards urban development serving to reinforce

'I"'.H

axial development. An examination of a road and rail map of the

country is also an examination of the areas in which the modern
economy predominates. The areas in-between, which include all rural

areas (both communal and commercial), have poor communication links
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though, on a comparative basis the commercial farming areas are better
off than the communal areas. Note also the close assocaition between
ecological regions and axial development. - From the Land Apportionment
Act (1931) through to the Land Tenure Act (1969), all the best land
was generally apportioned to the white community. The settler
governments concentrated development resources on the white areas to
the exclusion of the traditional sector which could only act as a
large labour reservoir for the modern sector (Helmsing 1987; Cheater
1982).

A notable feature of the modern urban economy is the growth of
the 'informal sector'. The informal sector is to the wurban economy
what the traditional sector is to the commercial farming sector.
However, after asserting this, it is important to note that some
informal sector activities have both a rural and urban component, i.e.
they are produced in rural areas and sold  in urban areas or vice
versa. Thus the two sectors are not necessarily in competition but

are complementary and mutual supporting.
The growth of the informal sector within the urban areas reflects

on two aspects of development and population. The first 1is the

inability of the modern economy to provide full employment to the
majority of job seekers. The second is the continued rural to urban
migration thch ensures that there is no shortage of job-seekers and,
when the jobs cannot Sé found in the modern sector, migrants integrate
into the informal sector (Todaro 1969). The informal sector is an
absorption ground for workers laid off during periods of contraction

ar

in the economy. It operates as a form of social security without
being financed by the state or the firms making workers redundant. It
also serves, together with the communal areas, as a reservoir for

cheap labour (Helmsing 1987; Mandaza 1986) ensuring that firms mahtain
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low wages. The existence of the communal and informal sector ensure$
the continued operation of the migrant labour system, at varying
levels of intensity, for the foreseeable future.

Administratively, the country is divided into a three tier
hierarchy, viz. province, district and local authority. There are
eight provinces which are shown in Fig. 1.2. The eight provinces are
in turn divided into districts, of which there are a total of
fifty-five. These are shown in Fig. 1.4. The district is in turn
divided into three local authorities types. These are the district
council, made up of communal laﬁds; the rural council and, the urban
or town council. As implied by the term council,ythe local authority
is administered by a council, responsible for overseeing road
maintenance, schools, clinics, townships, growth points, and
conservation. In theory, the council should be able to run local
affairs with minimum interferéhce from higher authokity. The council
should produce develoPmenE plans for ité area to be incorpﬁrated intow
the national development plaﬁs. The ovérall aim is for planning from
the grassroots upwards to go&ernment1(Government of Zimbabwe 1986).

The study aims to use the local authority division as its spatiél

or geographical regions of study wherever possible. Where the data
available do not allow the use of the local authoritj‘as the region of
analysis, the next rung in the administrative hierarchy will be used

(i.e. the district or province). Thus, the demographic and

socio-economince development pictﬁre to be painted will depend on the

detail of the data available.
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Fig. 1.4: Zimbabwe: the fifty—five distiricis
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1.4 HISTORY OF POPULATION DATA COLLECTION

1.4.1 History of Population Data Collection Prior to 1948

The first census in Zimbabwe was held in 1901 followed by another in
1904, then 1907, 1911, 1921 and from there on at five-year intervals
up to 1961/1962<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>