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Abstract
Salmon lice, Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Krøyer, 1837), are fish ectoparasites causing signifi-

cant economic damage in the mariculture of Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar Linnaeus, 1758.
The control of L. salmonis at fish farms relies to a large extent on treatment with anti-para-

sitic drugs. A problem related to chemical control is the potential for development of resis-

tance, which in L. salmonis is documented for a number of drug classes including

organophosphates, pyrethroids and avermectins. The ATP-binding cassette (ABC) gene

superfamily is found in all biota and includes a range of drug efflux transporters that can

confer drug resistance to cancers and pathogens. Furthermore, some ABC transporters are

recognised to be involved in conferral of insecticide resistance. While a number of studies

have investigated ABC transporters in L. salmonis, no systematic analysis of the ABC gene

family exists for this species. This study presents a genome-wide survey of ABC genes in L.
salmonis for which, ABC superfamily members were identified through homology searching

of the L. salmonis genome. In addition, ABC proteins were identified in a reference tran-

scriptome of the parasite generated by high-throughput RNA sequencing (RNA-seq) of a

multi-stage RNA library. Searches of both genome and transcriptome allowed the identifica-

tion of a total of 33 genes / transcripts coding for ABC proteins, of which 3 were represented

only in the genome and 4 only in the transcriptome. Eighteen sequences were assigned to

ABC subfamilies known to contain drug transporters, i.e. subfamilies B (4 sequences), C

(11) and G (2). The results suggest that the ABC gene family of L. salmonis possesses
fewer members than recorded for other arthropods. The present survey of the L. salmonis
ABC gene superfamily will provide the basis for further research into potential roles of ABC

transporters in the toxicity of salmon delousing agents and as potential mechanisms of drug

resistance.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 1 / 22

OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Carmona-Antoñanzas G, Carmichael SN,
Heumann J, Taggart JB, Gharbi K, Bron JE, et al.
(2015) A Survey of the ATP-Binding Cassette (ABC)
Gene Superfamily in the Salmon Louse
(Lepeophtheirus salmonis). PLoS ONE 10(9):
e0137394. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394

Editor: Ilaria Corsi, University of Siena, ITALY

Received: June 8, 2015

Accepted: August 17, 2015

Published: September 29, 2015

Copyright: © 2015 Carmona-Antoñanzas et al. This
is an open access article distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which
permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original
author and source are credited.

Data Availability Statement: The raw L. salmonis
transcriptome sequence datasets, supporting the
results of this article, are available in the EBI
Sequence Read Archive (SRA) repository, study
PRJEB1804. Annotated transcript sequences are
deposited at the EBI European Nucleotide Archive
(ENA), reference ERS237607 (contigs accession
range HACA01000001-HACA01033933). Further
data sets supporting the results of this paper are
included within this paper and its Supporting
Information files.

Funding: This study was supported by United
Kingdom Biotechnology and Biological Sciences

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0137394&domain=pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Introduction
The large gene family of ATP-binding cassette (ABC) proteins has members in all biota. Typi-
cal ABC proteins possess transmembrane (TMD) and conserved nucleotide binding domains
(NBD) and function as primary transporters in trafficking processes across biological mem-
branes [1]. To form a functional transporter, two TMDs and two NBDs are required, which in
full transporters are combined in a single polypeptide. In contrast, half-transporters consist of
one TMD and one NBD and need to form homo- or heterodimers for transporter function.
The wide range of substrates transported by ABC proteins includes inorganic ions, metals, sug-
ars, amino acids, peptides, lipids and organic chemicals [1]. ABC proteins functioning as drug
transporters can contribute to chemical resistance phenotypes in cancers, pathogens and pests.
In tumours, multidrug resistance (MDR) is defined as the reduced susceptibility of cancer cells
to structurally and functionally unrelated cytostatic drugs and can result from the enhanced
expression of ABC efflux transporters, which reduces cellular drug accumulation [2]. ABC
transporters have also been linked to drug resistance in parasitic nematodes [3] and to pesticide
resistance in insects and other arthropods [4].

In metazoans, the ABC family is divided into eight subfamilies named A to H, of which sub-
families A to G have members in humans [1]. Multidrug transporters that can cause MDR are
found in subfamilies B, C and G and include ABCB1 (also called MDR1 or P-glycoprotein),
ABCC1 (also known as Multidrug resistance associated protein, MRP1) and ABCG2 (also
known as the breast cancer resistance protein, BCRP) [2]. In non-cancerous tissues, ABC drug
transporters have physiological roles in the biochemical defence against toxicants [5]. ABC
drug transporters are predominantly expressed in tissues involved in excretion and/or consti-
tuting internal or external body boundaries. At these sites, ABC drug transporters often localise
to the apical membranes of polarised epithelia and endothelia, resulting in directional transport
of substrates into excreta (e.g., bile fluid or urine) and out of sanctuary sites (e.g., at blood-tissue
barriers).

Aquatic animals, particularly those respiring through gills, are constantly exposed to a
plethora of natural and anthropogenic chemicals from the ambient water. ABC drug transport-
ers have been characterised as factors contributing to the biochemical defence against toxicants
in a number of marine and freshwater organisms [6,7]. Homologues of ABCB1 and ABCC1 in
the bivalveMytilus californicus [8] and homologues of ABCB1, ABCC1 and ABCG2 in the sea
urchin Stronglyocentrotus purpuratus [9] resemble their human counterparts in substrate spec-
ificity, suggesting evolutionary conservation of ABC drug pumps. Unsurprisingly, the gene
complement and functional roles of ABC drug transporters are also highly similar between
mammals and teleost fish [10–12]. While the ABC gene family has been annotated in the
waterflea Daphnia pulex [13], comparatively few data exist on the roles of ABC transporters in
crustaceans.

Caligid copepods, also called sea lice, are marine fish ectoparasites. In the Northern hemi-
sphere, sea louse infections of farmed Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar, Linnaeus, 1758) are mostly
attributable to the salmon louse (Lepeophtheirus salmonis, (Krøyer, 1837)) [14], for which
Atlantic (L. salmonis salmonis) and Pacific sub-species (L. salmonis oncorhynchi) are recog-
nised [15]. In addition to farm management measures and the use of cleaner fish, sea louse
control relies on chemical treatments applied as baths or through feed [14]. The continuous
use of medicinal agents sharing the same mode of action, however, can lead to the development
of drug resistance [16]. In L. salmonis, resistance development has been reported for a number
of different treatment classes including hydrogen peroxide, organophosphates, pyrethroids and
avermectins [17–20].
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At present, relatively little is known about the molecular mechanisms of drug resistance in
L. salmonis. Changes in the expression and/or sequence of molecular target sites have similarly
been suggested to contribute to decreased susceptibility of L. salmonis to organophosphates,
pyrethroids and emamectin benzoate [21–23] while cytochrome P450-dependent metabolism
has been proposed to affect pyrethroid toxicity in the parasite [24]. L. salmonis ABC transport-
ers have also been suggested as factors that may potentially modulate emamectin benzoate sus-
ceptibility [20,25,26]. However, while a number of studies have investigated single L. salmonis
ABC transporters, the ABC superfamily of this important parasite is at present poorly
characterised.

The aim of this study was to complete a genome-wide survey of ABC genes in L. salmonis.
To this end, the L. salmonis genome assembly (http://sealouse.imr.no/), which has a size of 700
Mb [27], was searched for sequences showing homology to ABC superfamily members. In
addition, an L. salmonis reference transcriptome was generated by high-throughput RNA
sequencing (RNA-seq) and the transcript assembly searched for ABC transcripts. The identi-
fied L. salmonis ABC transporters were characterised with regard to their evolutionary relation-
ships to ABC transporters in other metazoan genomes.

Materials and Methods

Ethics statement
All research projects involving the Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) are subjected to a thorough
Ethical Review Process prior to any work being approved. All projects with IoA participation
are required to be submitted to the IoA Ethical Committee for approval, irrespective of where
experimentation will be carried out. The forms to be completed for the ethical review process
require all aspects of the experimentation to be described including conditions for the human
experimenters as well as animal subjects. This procedure ensures all ethical issues are addressed
before an experiment can be initiated. The present research was assessed by the IoA Ethical
Review Committee and passed the Ethical Review Process of the University of Stirling.

Salmon lice
The life cycle of L. salmonis includes non-feeding planktonic larval stages and host-associated
juvenile and adult stages grazing on the host’s mucous and skin tissues [28]. Samples of differ-
ent life stages of the parasite were obtained from a laboratory-maintained L. salmonis strain
(IoA-00) that is susceptible to all major current salmon delousing agents. Details of L. salmonis
husbandry conditions are provided elsewhere [20]. In brief, parasites were maintained on S.
salar in circular tanks supplied with fresh seawater at ambient temperature, using a photope-
riod corresponding to natural day length. To propagate cultures, egg strings were obtained
from gravid females and allowed to develop to copepodids, which were used to infect fresh
batches of host fish. Infection rates were maintained at levels that were unlikely to compromise
fish welfare. Prior to the collection of L. salmonis from hosts, fish were anaesthetised with 100
mg L-1 2-phenoxyethanol for 3 min. All laboratory infections were carried out under UK
Home Office licence and appropriate veterinary supervision.

A total of 21 L. salmonis samples were collected, with samples corresponding to different
points in the life cycle [28]. The collected material comprised egg strings, nauplius (I and II),
copepodids, chalimus (I and II), as well as preadults (I and II) and adults, with some of these
stages being further differentiated according to sex or age (S1 Table). Samples of nauplius,
copepodid and chalimus stages consisted of pools of parasites. All samples were preserved in
RNA stabilisation solution (4.54 mol L-1 ammonium sulphate, 25 mmol L-1 trisodium citrate,
20 mmol L-1 EDTA, pH 5.4) immediately after collection and then stored at -70°C. In order to
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obtain a set of samples collectively covering different points in early larval development, egg
strings obtained from gravid females were incubated in aerated seawater at two temperatures
(8 and 10.5°C), and in each condition nauplius larvae were collected at two time points (24 and
48 hours) by filtration. Free-living copepodids were obtained from cultures after 5 days of incu-
bation (10.5°C).

RNA Extraction and purification
Frozen samples were ground in liquid nitrogen using a pestle and mortar, and total RNA was
immediately extracted from the homogenised sample using TRI Reagent (Sigma-Aldrich, UK),
following the manufacturer’s protocol. After phase separation, RNA was precipitated from the
aqueous phase by addition of 0.25 volumes isopropanol and 0.25 volumes of a high salt buffer
(0.8 mol L-1 trisodium citrate; 1.2 mol L-1 sodium chloride) and resuspended in nuclease-free
water. Total RNA was extracted from 21 different L. salmonis samples taken from key stages of
the life cycle, where each sample consisted of pools of individuals (S1 Table). UV spectroscopy
(NanoDrop ND-1000, Thermo Scientific, USA) was used to confirm purity of the RNA sam-
ples and establish concentrations, whereas RNA integrity was assessed by agarose gel electro-
phoresis and ethidium bromide staining.

Library construction and sequencing
To create a total RNA pool for L. salmonis representing all key stages of the life cycle, total
RNA samples were obtained from eggstring, nauplius, and copepodid stages, as well as male
and female preadult (I and II) and adult stages of the parasite. To generate a representative
pooled sample, 2.5 μg of total RNA from each of the 21 samples were pooled (S1 Table). This
total RNA pool was further purified using RNeasy columns (Qiagen, UK). A single sequencing
library was prepared from the RNA pool using Illumina TruSeq RNA Sample Prep Kit and was
sequenced using an Illumina HiSeq 2000 using 100 base paired-end reads (v3 chemistry).
Library preparation and sequencing was performed at the Edinburgh Genomics facility, Uni-
versity of Edinburgh.

Data filtering and assemblies
Transcriptome sequencing requires high quality sequence reads for optimal assembly as
sequencing errors can create difficulties for short-read assembly algorithms. We therefore per-
formed stringent filtering to remove low-quality reads containing ambiguous bases (“N”) or
with a Phred score under 20. The sequences were also screened to remove any PCR duplicates
or low complexity sequences using PRINSEQ v0.20 [29]. Two complementary assembly meth-
ods were employed to process the filtered reads. First, TopHat v2.0.4 and Cufflinks [30] were
used to establish a reference-based assembly using the Atlantic L. salmonis genome as a refer-
ence [http://sealouse.imr.no/] (Accessed: July 2012). Sequence reads that remained unaligned
in this step were then processed using Trinity (release 2012-06-08 [31]), to generate an extra
4,144 transcripts and extend 698 reference-based transcripts. Based on the high quality reads,
37,681 transcripts (S1 Fig) were assembled. To lower the redundancy resulting from de-novo
assemblies, all transcripts shorter than 300 bp and transcripts exhibiting tandem repeats, as
detected by TRF 4.07b [32], with an entropy over 1.00 were removed. Following this step, a
transcriptome of 33,933 transcripts was obtained (EBI ENA reference ERS237607), corre-
sponding to 30,159 putative genes.
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Gene annotation and analysis
To annotate the sequences obtained, we performed sequence similarity searches using the
BLAST algorithm. The longest coding DNA sequences were determined for each transcript
using getorf from the EMBOSS v6.6.0 package [33]. ESTScan v2 [34] was then used to confirm
transcript coding regions and determine sequence orientation. The coding sequences of the
predicted transcripts were annotated using BLASTp searches against the GenBank Reference
Proteins database (refseq_protein; 2014-04-07 release) from the NCBI, with an expectation
value (e-value) cut-off of 10−4 and minimum alignment length of 33 amino acids being consid-
ered significant.

The inferred annotations were used to retrieve Gene Ontology (GO) annotation for molecu-
lar function, biological process and cellular component [35]. To avoid redundant functional
assignments, the best-rated similarity hit with at least one GO annotation was chosen. A cus-
tom pipeline converted GO terms to GO Slim terms, using the Protein Information resource
and Generic GO Slim files [36].

Identification of ABC proteins
BLASTp searches were performed on predicted protein sequences of the L. salmonis genome
assembly (http://sealouse.imr.no/], using the highly conserved NBD (as defined by InterPro
domain IPR003439) of Drosophila melanogaster ABC proteins as query sequences. Hits from
individual subfamily-specific BLASTp searches (E-value of 10−5) significantly overlapped, with
each search retrieving loci of genes of the query and other subfamilies. To identify ABC super-
family members among the sequences of the L. salmonis transcriptome, the programme
HMMER v3.1b1 [37] was used in connection with ABC transporter-related hidden Markov
models (S2 Table). Each ABC locus identified by the above strategies was further manually
annotated using BLASTp searches against the “non-redundant” sequences collection available
at the NCBI. Illumina reads were mapped against cDNA sequences of ABC proteins identified
in the L. salmonis transcriptome using tophat2 with standard parameters.

Phylogenetic analyses
Phylogenetic analyses of L. salmonis ABC gene sequences also took into account ABC members
from human (Homo sapiens) and a number of ecdysozoan invertebrates in which the ABC
family has been characterised, including the nematode Caenorhabditis elegans, the water flea
Daphnia pulex, the spider mite Tetranychus urticae, the fruit fly Drosophila melanogaster and
the red flour beetle (Tribolium castaneum) [1,13,38–40]. Sequences of entire transporters, or
NBDs predicted with the InterProScan tool [41], were aligned using the programme MUSCLE
[42] and then subjected to phylogenetic analysis using the graphical user interphase (GUI) of
the RAxML package [43,44]. The phylogenetic trees were constructed using a maximum likeli-
hood method implementing the CAT model for heterogeneity among sites and the WAG sub-
stitution model with 1000 bootstrapping iterations.

Data access
The raw sequence data from this study were submitted to the EBI Sequence Read Archive
(SRA) study PRJEB1804. Annotated transcript sequences were deposited at the EBI European
Nucleotide Archive (ENA) reference ERS237607 (contigs accession range
HACA01000001-HACA01033933).
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Results and Discussion

L. salmonis transcriptome
In order to complement searches of ABC transporters in the L. salmonis genome, a reference
transcriptome of the species was generated using Illumina sequencing (RNA-seq) and searched
for ABC subfamily members. In the reference transcriptome, which comprised 33,933 transcripts
corresponding to 30,159 putative genes, a total of 27,086 putative genes were represented as
unique transcripts while 3,073 exhibited alternatively spliced transcripts (Table 1). The absolute
depth of sequencing read coverage across the full length of transcripts ranged from 1 to 519,299
reads, with an average of 795 reads across all transcripts. About 77% of the transcripts were sup-
ported by more than 10 reads and 35% were supported by more than 100 reads.

The assembled transcripts were annotated using BLAST searches against the refseq_protein
and UniGene databases respectively. The results indicated that out of 30,159 genes, 28,547
(95%) and 8,640 (29%) showed significant similarity to known proteins or gene transcripts in
refseq_protein and UniGene databases, respectively. GO annotations were assigned to the
assembled L. salmonis transcripts/genes on the basis of refseq_protein annotations. In total,
28,547 genes had similarity to known gene products; however only 4,954 (17%) were assigned
GO annotations (S2 Fig).

Identification of ABC superfamily members
A total of 33 ABC superfamily members were identified as the result of combined searches of
the L. salmonis genome and reference transcriptome (Table 2, S1 File, S2 File). The identified
ABC proteins comprised members of all eight metazoan ABC subfamilies A to H (Table 2).
The present results suggest that L. salmonis possesses a relatively sparsely populated ABC gene
superfamily, showing less members than any other arthropod previously characterised.

Table 1. Transcriptome assembly metrics.

Raw data

Number of reads 389,927,940

Read length 101

Total size of reads 39,382,721,940

After assembly

Number of transcripts 37,681

N50 2,060

Total size of transcripts 50,718,754

After filtering (> 300 bp)

Number of transcripts 33,933

Number of genes 30,159

With unique transcripts 27,086

With multiple transcripts 3,073

N50 2,100

Total size of transcripts 49,850,662

Shortest transcript 300

Longest transcript 24,684

Mean size 1,469

Median size 979

Mean GC% 36.9%

N% 0.03%

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.t001
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Table 3 provides a list of ABC members identified in L. salmonis. Using homology searches,
30 ABC genes were identified in the L. salmonis genome while 40 transcripts encoding ABC
predicted proteins were found in the L. salmonis reference transcriptome (Table 3). The 40
ABC transcripts identified corresponded to 33 putative genes, of which 7 were represented in
two alternative splicing forms (Table 3). The coverage of Illumina reads to these ABC tran-
scripts is given in the supporting information (S3 Table). The transcript Lsa.1758 corresponded
to two predicted genes in the genome, while the predicted gene augustus_masked-LSalAtl2-
s1361-processed-gene-0.2 corresponded to four (partial) sequences of the reference transcrip-
tome. In both cases, the more comprehensive sequence was used in further analyses. Most
ABC transporters were represented in both the genome and the transcriptome, three sequences
were found only in the genome and four only in the transcriptome (Table 3).

A phylogenetic analysis grouped NBDs of the L. salmonis ABC proteins into clades corre-
sponding to known ABC subfamilies with high bootstrap support (Fig 1). The subfamily
assignment was re-evaluated and in all cases confirmed based on domain architecture, presence
of conserved protein motifs and manual annotation through BLASTp searches (Table 3). The
evolutionary relationship of L. salmonis ABC proteins to ABC gene family members of other
metazoans was elucidated in subfamily specific analyses.

Subfamily A. Subfamily A contains full transporters involved in the trafficking of lipid
compounds [45]. Three subfamily A members were identified in L. salmonis (Table 2). Phylo-
genetic analyses focused on Lsa.1758, excluding the short partial sequences Lsa.14583 and
Lsa.1680 (Table 3). The obtained tree is in accordance with the hypothesis that lineage-specific
gene duplications occurred in most species considered (S3 Fig). L. salmonis Lsa.1758 grouped
together with D. pulex dappu1_312055 and dappu1_312056, T. urticae tetur25g01640 as well
as human ABCA1, ABCA2, ABCA4 and ABCA7. Little functional information is available for
the A subfamily in invertebrates. The transcriptional knockdown of T. castaneum ABCA-9A/B
by RNAi lead to defects in wing and elytra development [40].

Subfamily B. Subfamily B is the only metazoan ABC subfamily containing both half and
full transporters. Thus, separate evolutionary analyses were carried for both these types.

In humans, subfamily B full-transporters include the multidrug transporter ABCB1 (also
called P-glycoprotein), as well as the biliary phospholipid pump ABCB4, the bile salt export
pump ABCB11 and ABCB5, a drug-resistance mediator and regulator of the cell cycle in cancer
stem cells [1,46]. The only subfamily B full-transporter sequence found in L. salmonis,

Table 2. Number of ABC superfamily members* in eight eumetazoans.

ABC subfamily H. sapiens C. elegans L. salmonis D. pulex T. urticae D. melanogaster T. castaneum A. mellifera

A 12 7 3 4 9 10 10 3

B FT 4 14 1 2 2 4 2 1

B HT 7 10 3 6 2 4 4 4

C 12 9 11 8 39 14 35 9

D 4 5 3 3 2 2 2 2

E 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

F 3 3 4 4 4 3 3 3

G 5 9 2 24 23 15 13 15

H 0 2 5 15 22 3 3 3

TOTAL 48 60 33 67 104 56 73 41

* Numbers were derived from [1,13,38–40]. One additional ABCF transporter was identified for T. urticae (tetur11g02160). The C. elegans ABCB half

transporter Abtm-1 [77] was added to the number of ABC superfamily members in this species.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.t002
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Table 3. Summary of 33 ABC proteins identified in L. salmonis.

Subfamily Salmon louse genome ID ¥ AA
length

Transcript ID AA
length

Detected
Topology

Best Hit in
Drosophila
melanogaster

Accession
number

e-
value

A maker-LSalAtl2s118-snap-
gene-1.28-mRNA-1

658 † Lsa.1758A 1583 TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2—NBD2

CG1718, isoform
D

NP_001259765.1 2.00E-
104

maker-LSalAtl2s118-snap-
gene-1.27-mRNA-1

693 †

A maker-
LSalAtl2s725-augustus-gene-
0.4-mRNA-1

99 † Lsa.14583 127 † TMD1 CG34120, isoform
E

NP_001285513.1 4.00E-
04

A - - Lsa.1680 615 † TMD2 CG1718, isoform
B

NP_608445.2 4.00E-
15

B maker-
LSalAtl2s2344-augustus-
gene-0.12-mRNA-1

476 † Lsa.26127A 566 † TMD—NBD CG3156 NP_569844.2 4.00E-
160

B maker-
LSalAtl2s174-augustus-gene-
3.18-mRNA-1A

1006 Lsa.7262 669 TMD—NBD AT07502p
(CG7955)

ADV19030.1 0.0

B maker-
LSalAtl2s445-augustus-gene-
0.18-mRNA-1

676 Lsa.643A 687 TMD—NBD CG1824 NP_572810.1 0.0

B snap_masked-
LSalAtl2s662-processed-
gene-1.13-mRNA-1

779 † Lsa.4043A 1448 TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2—NBD2

RE14657p
(mdr65)

AAM51996.1 0.0

C maker-LSalAtl2s498-snap-
gene-2.25-mRNA-1

1526 Lsa.11278A 1531 TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

Multidrug-
Resistance like
protein 1, isoform
F (dMRP1/
CG6214)

NP_995692.1 0.0

C maker-LSalAtl2s1014-snap-
gene-0.6-mRNA-1

883 † Lsa.22810A 979 † TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2

Multidrug-
Resistance like
protein 1, isoform
J (dMRP1/
CG6214)

NP_995696.1 0.0

C maker-LSalAtl2s1014-snap-
gene-0.5-mRNA-1

215 † Lsa.29272* 185 † TMD1 IP16232p
(CG6214)

ABM92813.1 3.00E-
15

C maker-
LSalAtl2s812-augustus-gene-
0.6-mRNA-1A

1989 Lsa.6310 1175 TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

Multidrug-
Resistance like
protein 1, isoform
M (dMRP1/
CG6214)

NP_995704.1 0.0

C maker-
LSalAtl2s1420-augustus-
gene-0.12-mRNA-1

1559 Lsa.8882*A 1563 TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

Multidrug-
Resistance like
protein 1, isoform
M (dMRP1/
CG6214)

NP_995704.1 0.0

C maker-LSalAtl2s111-snap-
gene-2.14-mRNA-1

1896 Lsa.23107*A 1381 TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2—NBD2

CG7627 NP_609215.3 0.0

C maker-
LSalAtl2s111-augustus-gene-
1.10-mRNA-1

1597 Lsa.3521*A 926 † TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2

Multidrug
resistance protein
4 ortholog
(CG14709)

NP_650086.2 0.0

C - - Lsa.3522A 1293 TMD1—NBD1—

TMD2—NBD2

CG9270 NP_995741.2 0.0

C augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s128-processed-
gene-18.4-mRNA-1A

1455 Lsa.4564 1466 TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

CG7806 NP_609207.1 0.0

(Continued)
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Table 3. (Continued)

Subfamily Salmon louse genome ID ¥ AA
length

Transcript ID AA
length

Detected
Topology

Best Hit in
Drosophila
melanogaster

Accession
number

e-
value

C augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s1361-processed-
gene-0.2A

1892 Lsa.14261,
Lsa.14262,
Lsa.14263,
Lsa.14264

198 †,
220 †,
274 †,
196 †

TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

Multidrug-
Resistance like
protein 1, isoform
H (dMRP1/
CG6214)

NP_995694.1 4.00E-
91

C augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s197-processed-
gene-0.4-mRNA-1A

1412 - - TMD0—TMD1—

NBD1—TMD2—

NBD2

CG4562 NP_650838.1 0.0

D augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s3118-processed-
gene-0.0-mRNA-1A

589 † - - TMD—NBD Pmp70, isoform C
(CG12703)

NP_001259733.1 2.00E-
48

D maker-
LSalAtl2s324-augustus-gene-
1.87-mRNA-1A

597 † Lsa.10176 455 † TMD—NBD Pmp70, isoform A
(CG12703)

NP_608354.1 1.00E-
41

D - - Lsa.5856A 656 TMD—NBD Pmp70, isoform C
(CG12703)

NP_001259733.1 2.00E-
46

E maker-
LSalAtl2s1021-augustus-
gene-0.34-mRNA-1

615 Lsa.1035*A 670 NBD1—NBD2 Pixie, isoform A
(CG5651)

NP_648272.1 0.0

F maker-LSalAtl2s1166-snap-
gene-0.62-mRNA-1A

738 Lsa.20458 109 † NBD1—NBD2 CG1703 NP_572736.1 0.0

F maker-LSalAtl2s530-snap-
gene-0.3-mRNA-1A

126 † - - NBD2 GM14873p
(CG9281)

AAL39441.1 2.00E-
30

F maker-
LSalAtl2s917-augustus-gene-
1.21-mRNA-1

577 Lsa.9678A 660 NBD1—NBD2 CG9281 NP_573057.1 0.00E
+00

F maker-LSalAtl2s1-augustus-
gene-35.19-mRNA-1

659 Lsa.8082A 758 NBD1—NBD2 CG9330 NP_649129.1 0.0

G maker-
LSalAtl2s467-augustus-gene-
3.18-mRNA-1

617 Lsa.2606*A 702 NBD—TMD CG11069 NP_651307.2 7.00E-
154

G maker-
LSalAtl2s467-augustus-gene-
3.17-mRNA-1

978 Lsa.25615A 1001 NBD—TMD CG31121 NP_733058.1 2.00E-
123

H snap_masked-
LSalAtl2s1226-processed-
gene-0.1-mRNA-1

676 Lsa.12984A 825 NBD—TMD CG9990 NP_001247351.1 0.0

H augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s1118-processed-
gene-0.6-mRNA-1

279 † Lsa.14023A 737 NBD—TMD CG9990 NP_001189305.1 0.0

H - - Lsa.21408A 683 NBD—TMD CG9990 NP_001189305.1 7.00E-
66

H augustus_masked-
LSalAtl2s100-processed-
gene-0.5-mRNA-1A

740 Lsa.23267 716 NBD—TMD CG9990 NP_001189305.1 0.0

H maker-
LSalAtl2s100-augustus-gene-
0.13-mRNA-1

507 † Lsa.23269*A 773 NBD—TMD CG9990 NP_001189305.1 0.0

n/a, not applicable; AA, amino acid; TM, transmembrane domain; NDB, nucleotide binding domain

¥ Predicted protein (Database LSalAtl2EbiPred6; http://sealouse.imr.no/).

† Partial sequence only.

* Alternative splicing forms exist.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.t003
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Lsa.4043 (Table 2), corresponds to SL-PGY1, which has been cloned and characterised in a pre-
vious study [20]. SL-PGY1 is transcriptionally up-regulated following emamectin benzoate
(EMB) exposure [20] and co-exposure to P-glycoprotein inhibitors increases the toxicity of
EMB in L. salmonis [47]. While this observation is in accordance with potential roles of
SL-PGY1 as a multidrug pump, further evidence supporting this hypothesis is lacking. The
results from the phylogenetic analysis of B subfamily full-transporters are suggestive of exten-
sive lineage-specific gene duplications in human, C. elegans and T. urticae (Fig 2). Lsa.4043/
SL-PGY1 grouped together with D. pulex and insect proteins, including D.melanogaster
mdr49, mdr50 and mdr65, in a cluster of high bootstrap support (Fig 2).

Different lines of evidence support a role for arthropod subfamily B full-transporters as
multidrug pumps contributing to the biochemical defence against toxicants. Mdr49, mdr50
and mdr65 are expressed in Malphigian tubules and gut [48] while mdr65 is expressed at the
humoral/CNS interface [49]. Pharmacological blockage or RNA interference of subfamily B
full transporters can increase the toxicity of chemicals known to be transport substrates in
insects and Daphnia [50–52]. Subfamily B full-transporters are commonly up-regulated fol-
lowing exposure to organic xenobiotics [48,52,53] and their overexpression can contribute to

Fig 1. Unrooted phylogenetic tree of NBDs of 30 ABC proteins of L. salmonis. Amino acid sequences of NBDs predicted with the InterProScan tool [41]
were aligned using MUSCLE [42] and subjected to a maximum likelihood analysis using RAxML [44]. For phylogenetic reconstruction, theWAG substitution
model and CATmodel of rate heterogeneity among sites were implemented. Numbers at the basal nodes represent the frequencies with which the presented
tree topology was obtained after bootstrapping (1000 iterations). The scale bar represents 0.5 amino-acid substitutions per site. The different ABC protein
subfamilies are indicated by shaded colours. Accession numbers of sequences are provided in S4 Table.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.g001
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insecticide resistance phenotypes [54]. In addition to roles of in the biochemical defence
against xenobiotics, some arthropod subfamily B full-transporters are involved in the transport
of endogenous substrates [55].

Expression of subfamily B half-transporters in humans is mainly localised in intracellular
membranes. ABCB6, ABCB7, ABCB8 and ABCB10 are highly conserved mitochondrial pro-
teins and have roles in the cellular homeostasis of iron and transport of Fe/S protein precursors
[1]. ABCB2/TAP1 and ABCB3/TAP2 are located in the endoplasmic reticulum and have roles
in antigen processing by the major histocompatibility complex (MHC) class I, whereas ABCB9
shows a lysosomal localisation [56]. Three subfamily B half-transporters were found in L. sal-
monis (Table 2). The phylogenetic analysis yielded relatively clear orthologous relationships
(S4 Fig). No homologues of human ABCB2, ABCB3 or ABCB9 were identified in L. salmonis
or other arthropods (S4 Fig). ABCB6 showed homologues in C. elegans, D.magna and insects,

Fig 2. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCB full transporters ofH. sapiens and six invertebrate species. Full-
length coding regions were aligned using MUSCLE [42] and subjected to a maximum likelihood analysis
using RAxML [44]. Colour diamonds are as follows: blue, C. elegans; yellow,H. sapiens; grey, T. castaneum;
green, D.melanogaster; purple, D. pulex; orange, T. urticae and red, L. salmonis. The scale bar represents
amino-acid substitutions per site. Accession numbers of used sequences are provided in S4 Table.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.g002
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but not L. salmonis or T. urticae. ABCB7, ABCB8 and ABCB10 had homologues in L. salmonis,
C. elegans, D.magna and insects (S4 Fig).

The L. salmonis ABCB8 homologue Lsa.643 has been cloned and designated SL-Pgp1 in a
previous study [25]. SL-Pgp1 showed transcriptional up-regulation following exposure to ema-
mectin benzoate [25]. While B subfamily half-transporters are generally not considered multi-
drug pumps, an orthologue to A. gambiae ABCB4 was 2-fold to 5-fold over-transcribed in
pyrethroid resistant strains of the mosquito Aedes aegypti [57], which also showed elevated lev-
els of C and G subfamily members (see below).

Subfamily C. The C subfamily is functionally diverse, comprising transporters called mul-
tidrug resistance associated proteins (MRPs), a chloride channel called the cystic fibrosis trans-
membrane conductance regulator (CFTR, ABCC7), and the sulfonylurea receptors (SUR1/2,
ABCC8/9) that function as regulators of potassium channels [58]. A total of 11 subfamily C
members were identified in L. salmonis (Table 2), all of which were subjected to evolutionary
analysis apart from the short partial sequencemaker-LSalAtl2s1014-snap-gene-0.5-mRNA-1/
Lsa.29272. The phylogenetic tree obtained shows evidence of extensive lineage-specific gene

Fig 3. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCC transporters of H. sapiens and six invertebrate species. Full-length coding regions were aligned using MUSCLE
and subjected to a maximum likelihood analysis using RAxML. For further explanations see the legend of Fig 2.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.g003
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duplications in all species studied, particularly in T. urticae and T. castaneum, with few exam-
ples of clear one-to-one orthologous relationships (Fig 3).

The L. salmonis gene/transcript augustus_masked-LSalAtl2s1361-processed-gene-0.2
grouped together in a clade with human and fruit fly SURs, suggesting it represents a SUR
orthologue (Fig 3). As expected, no CFTR homologue was found in L. salmonis (Fig 3). CFTR
is believed to have emerged following neofunctionalisation after gene duplication in the verte-
brate lineage [59] so that CFTR homologues are lacking in arthropods [4].

The remaining L. salmonis subfamily C sequences lack specific homology to SUR or CFTR
and therefore likely represent MRP transporters. In the phylogenetic tree of subfamily C (Fig
3), a number of L. salmonis sequences (Lsa.8882, maker-LSalAtl2s812-augustus-gene-
0.6-mRNA-1, Lsa.11278, augustus_masked-LSalAtl2s197-processed-gene-0.4-mRNA-1) fall
into a large clade also comprising human ABCC1-3, C. elegansmrp-1 and fruit fly CG6214.
The human multidrug transporters ABCC1 (MRP1) and ABCC2 (MRP2) mediate the cellular
efflux of a wide range of organic chemicals and their conjugates with glutathione, glucuronic
acid and sulphate [58]. ABCC1/2 further transport free glutathione and certain metals, possibly
as glutathione complexes [58]. D.melanogaster CG6214 (also called dMRP) has been shown to
transport a similar range of substrates to human ABCC1 [60,61]. Similarly, C. elegansmrp-1
contributes to resistance against heavy metals and the anthelmintic ivermectin [62,63]. While
the phylogenetic assignment of a number of L. salmonis sequences to one clade with the above
human and invertebrate multidrug pumps (Fig 3) provides support for the hypothesis that
these L. salmonis proteins adopt similar functions, the large clade containing human and inver-
tebrate multidrug transporters also contains ABCC6, a protein of unknown function which
does not show drug-transport activity [64].

In phylogenetic analyses, L. salmonis augustus_masked-LSalAtl2s1361-processed-gene-0.2
was assigned to a well-supported clade also containing human ABCC10 (MRP7), as well as one
sequence each from D. pulex, T. urticae, D.melanogaster and T. castaneum (Fig 3). The pres-
ence of putative arthropod orthologues to ABCC10 has been noticed previously [4]. While
ABCC10 shows drug-transporting activity in vitro, further evidence for its role as a drug pump
is lacking [58].

As stated above, lineage-specific expansions of the C subfamily were observed in some
arthropods, including T. urticae, T. castaneum and, to a lesser extent, D.melanogaster. No
functional information is available for most of these proteins. In D.melanogaster, CG10505
has roles in metal homeostasis [65], while CG14709 is involved in responses to oxidative stress
[66]. In T. castaneum, knock-down of C subfamily transporter expression by dsRNA injection
into penultimate larvae did not result in detectable phenotypic changes [40].

Available evidence suggests that C subfamily transporters can contribute to insecticide resis-
tance. Constitutive transcriptional up-regulation of C subfamily members was observed, along
with changed mRNA levels of other ABC proteins, in a multi-resistant T. urticae strain, a pyre-
throid resistant isolate of the mosquito Aedes aegyptii and chlorpyrifos and fipronil resistant
strains of the moth Plutella xylostella [39,57,67].

Subfamily D. The D subfamily contains half-transporters involved in the import of fatty
acids and their precursors into the peroxisome [1]. Three subfamily D sequences were identi-
fied in L. salmonis (Table 2), which clustered together with human ABCD4 in the phylogenetic
analysis (S5 Fig). In contrast, terrestrial arthropods (T. urticae, D.melanogaster and T. casta-
neum) had homologues to human ABCD1 and ABCD3 but lacked homologues to human
ABCD4 (S5 Fig).

Subfamilies E and F. Subfamilies E and F contain atypical ABC proteins composed of a
pair of linked nucleotide binding domains and lacking transmembrane domains [1]. Members
of the E subfamily have central roles in translation initiation [68]. The E subfamily has one

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 13 / 22



member in all metazoans studied to date [1,4], and L. salmonis conforms to this rule (Table 2,
S6 Fig). Subfamily F proteins have functions in ribosome assembly and/or protein translation
[69]. Four subfamily F sequences were identified in L. salmonis (Table 2). In the phylogenetic
analysis, subfamily F proteins grouped in three clades containing homologues to the three
human ABCF members ABCF1, ABCF2 and ABCF3, with two putative ABCF2 orthologues
being present in L. salmonis (S7 Fig).

Subfamily G. The G subfamily contains half-transporters showing a “reverse” domain
order, with the NBD being located N-terminally to the TMD [1]. Similar to “regular” ABC
half-transporters, reverse half-transporters assemble functional pumps by forming homo- or
heterodimers. The human G subfamily has five members, which include the multidrug efflux
pump ABCG2 as well as four lipid/sterol transporters [1].

Fig 4. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCG transporters of H. sapiens and six invertebrate species. Full-
length coding regions were aligned using MUSCLE and subjected to a maximum likelihood analysis using
RAxML. For further explanations see the legend of Fig 2.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.g004
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In L. salmonis, two subfamily G sequences were identified (Table 2). The phylogenetic anal-
ysis revealed extensive lineage specific gene duplications and relatively few instances of clear
orthologous relationships (Fig 4).

In the obtained tree, both L. salmonis Lsa.2606 and Lsa.25615 have single orthologues in all
arthropod species analysed (Fig 4). Moreover, the cluster containing Lsa.2606 further grouped
together with human ABCG5 at high bootstrap support. Similarly, the clade containing
Lsa.25615 associated with human ABCG8, albeit at low bootstrap support (Fig 4). In line with
these observations, it has been suggested earlier that arthropods possess orthologues of human
ABCG5 and ABCG8 [4]. While human ABCG5 and ABCG8 form heterodimers acting as intes-
tinal and biliary efflux pumps for cholesterol and dietary sterols [70], the functions of putative
arthropod orthologues of these pumps remain to be identified.

In the phylogenetic tree obtained in this study, a well-supported clade is further formed by
D.melanogaster CG3327 (also called E23) and putative orthologues in T. castaneum, T. urticae
and D. pulex (Fig 4). So far, no homologues of CG3327 have been identified in L. salmonis (this
study), the mosquito Anopheles gambiae or the silk worm Bombyx mori [4].

The products of the Drosophila genes white, brown and scarlet are half-transporters with
roles in the uptake of eye pigment precursors into lysosome-like vesicles in the developing fly
eye [71]. The product of the white gene forms heterodimers with either the brown or scarlet
gene products. Loss-of-function mutations of the above transporters cause distinct eye-colour
phenotypes (white, brown, scarlet) in fruit fly. Most ecdysozoan invertebrates have homologues
to either white or scarlet or to both (Fig 4). Surprisingly, no such homologues were identified in
L. salmonis (Fig 4).

In humans, ABCG1 has roles in the homeostasis of intracellular levels of sterols, particularly
cholesterol, while ABCG4 is a lipid transporter of unknown function [70]. Homologues to
ABCG1 and ABCG4 are present in Daphnia pulex and insects, but are lacking in L. salmonis
(Fig 4). For T. castaneum ABCG-4C, which is found in the sister group to the clade containing
ABCG1 and ABCG4, knock-down of transporter expression by RNA interference resulted in
abortive larval-pupal moulting and pupal death as well as dehydration and cuticle deficiencies
[40]. This phenotype is consistent with a role of ABCG-4C as a transporter of cuticular lipids.

Human ABCG2 (also called BCRP) is a drug efflux transporter [2,5]. No putative ABCG2
orthologues were identified in L. salmonis (Fig 4). This parallels the situation in other arthro-
pod genomes, where transporters showing specific homology to ABCG2 are absent [4].

Despite the absence of arthropod orthologues to ABCG2, some evidence suggests that insect
subfamily G members may function as multidrug transporters. In a DDT resistant fruit fly
strain, transcript levels CG31689 were increased [72]. Similarly, subfamily G members were
among ABC transporters of different families upregulated in insecticide resistant P. xylostella
and A. aegypti strains [57,67].

Subfamily H. Subfamily H, which was initially defined during the annotation of ABC pro-
teins in D.melanogaster [1], is found in arthropods and nematodes [4,38]. Metazoan subfamily
H and G proteins share a “reverse” half-transporter architecture. The H subfamily is lacking in
mammals, but has one member in the genome of zebrafish Danio rerio [10].

Five members of the H subfamily were found in L. salmonis in this study (Table 2). The phy-
logenetic tree obtained for the ABCH subfamily suggests that lineage-specific gene duplications
lead to the diversification of the H subfamily in L. salmonis (5 members), D. pulex (15 mem-
bers), T. urticae (22 members) and insects (3 members) (S8 Fig).

The physiological functions of H subfamily are still poorly understood. Transcriptional
silencing of the putative CG9990 orthologue ABCH-9C caused a phenotype similar to that
observed in ABCG-4C knockdown beetles, suggesting that ABCH-9C may also function in the
transport of cuticular lipids [40]. In the aphidMyzus persicae, exposure to pirimicarb resulted
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in the transcriptional up-regulation of a putative CG33970 orthologue [73]. Similarly, different
ABC transporters including a putative CG9990 orthologue showed increased transcript levels
in insecticide resistant strains of the moth Plutella xylostella [67].

General features of L. salmonis ABC gene family
The present study identified ABC gene family members in the parasitic copepod L. salmonis by
searches of the L. salmonis genome and a reference transcriptome of the species. While we can-
not exclude the possibility that the number of ABC proteins in L. salmonis will be corrected
up- or downwards should more data become available, the present results reveal some interest-
ing features of the L. salmonis ABC superfamily. While all ABC subfamilies A to H are repre-
sented in L. salmonis (Table 2), fewer ABC proteins have been found in this species than in any
other arthropod studied so far in this regard [4].

ABC transporters with well documented roles in the biochemical defence against toxicants
include full-transporters of subfamily B and members of subfamilies C and G [5]. In addition,
some members of subfamily H may have similar chemoprotective roles in arthropods [4]. It is
worth noting that these subgroups of ABC pumps are expanded by lineage-specific gene duplica-
tions in different phytophagous arthropods, e.g. T. urticae and T. castaneum (Table 2). In con-
trast, ABC subgroups with highly conserved roles, such as half-transporters of subfamily B and
all members of subfamilies D, E and F, show comparatively similar counts among the genomes
of human, C. elegans and different arthropods (Table 2). The expansion of multidrug pumps of
the ABC gene superfamily in arthropods grazing on plants parallels that of other gene families
with roles in the biochemical defence and is likely to represent an adaptation to plant secondary
metabolites [74]. Similar expansions of the ABC superfamily in C. elegans andD.melanogaster
(Table 3) could reflect that these species are, at least for a part of their life cycle, detritivores and
may experience exposure to microbial chemicals. In contrast, the honeybee A.mellifera, which
maintains a mutualistic symbiotic relationship with flowering plants, possesses a relatively com-
pact ABC superfamily (Table 2), as well as smaller genomic complements than D.melanogaster
for other gene families involved in detoxification [75]. A similar trend is observed in the human
body louse Pediculus humanus, the genome of which shows a marked reduction in the number
of ABC transporters, cytochrome P450s, glutathione-S-transferases and esterases [76]. The para-
sitic relationship between the salmon louse and its Atlantic salmon host, whereby it is partially
protected from environmental toxicants during host-attached phases of the life-cycle and ingests
only host products when feeding, means that it may be able to rely, in part, upon intervening
host detoxification pathways and therefore displays a reduced complement of ABC transporters.

Conclusion
The annotation of the ABC superfamily in L. salmonis represents a significant step towards an
improved understanding of potential drug resistance factors in this species and related para-
sites. The identification of potential drug transporters provides a basis for elucidating the roles
of ABC proteins in the biochemical defence of L. salmonis against salmon delousing agents.

Supporting Information
S1 Fig. Overview of the L. salmonis transcriptome assembly. Size distribution of assembled
transcripts (median 821 nt). Cut-off at 300 nt.
(EPS)

S2 Fig. Multilevel Gene Ontology (GO) categorisation of the annotated transcripts. GO
terms were assigned to 4,954 (17%) of the 28,547 annotated transcripts based on refseq_protein

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 16 / 22

http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s001
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s002


annotation. GO Annotations were first converted to GO-Slim annotations and the multilevel
chart shows the top ten of each category to reduce the complexity of the chart.
(EPS)

S3 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCA transporters.
(TIF)

S4 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCB half transporters.
(TIF)

S5 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCD transporters.
(TIF)

S6 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCE transporters.
(TIF)

S7 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCF transporters.
(TIF)

S8 Fig. Phylogenetic analysis of ABCH transporters.
(TIF)

S1 File. Predicted protein sequences of ABC superfamily members identified in the L. sal-
monis genome.
(DOC)

S2 File. Predicted protein sequences of ABC superfamily members identified in the L. sal-
monis reference transcriptome.
(DOC)

S1 Table. Samples of L. salmonis stages used to prepare a multi-stage mRNA library.
(DOC)

S2 Table. Hidden Markov models used to identify ABC superfamily members.
(DOC)

S3 Table. Illumina read coverage of ABC transcripts in a multi-stage L. salmonis RNA
pool.
(XLSX)

S4 Table. Accession numbers of sequences of ABC superfamily members in metazoan
genomes.
(DOC)

Acknowledgments
We would like to thank The Salmon Louse Genome Project for granting us access to the L. sal-
monis genome assembly.

Author Contributions
Conceived and designed the experiments: GCA SNC JH KG JEB MB AS. Performed the experi-
ments: GCA SNC JHMB. Analyzed the data: GCA SNC JHMB AS. Contributed reagents/
materials/analysis tools: SNC KGMB. Wrote the paper: GCA SNC JH JBT KG JEB MB AS.

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 17 / 22

http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s003
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s004
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s005
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s006
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s007
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s008
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s009
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s010
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s011
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s012
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s013
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0137394.s014


References
1. Dean M, Rzhetsky A, Allikmet R. The Human ATP-Binding Cassette (ABC) Transporter Superfamily.

Genome Research. 2001; 11: 1156–1166. doi: 10.1101/gr.GR-1649R PMID: 11435397

2. GottesmanMM, Fojo T, Bates SE. Multidrug resistance in cancer: Role of ATP-dependent transporters.
Nature Reviews Cancer. 2002; 2: 48–58. PMID: 11902585

3. Dicker AJ, Nisbet AJ, Skuce PJ. Gene expression changes in a P-glycoprotein (Tci-pgp-9) putatively
associated with ivermectin resistance in Teladorsagia circumcincta. International journal for parasitol-
ogy. Australian Society for Parasitology Inc.; 2011; 41: 935–42. doi: 10.1016/j.ijpara.2011.03.015
PMID: 21683705

4. DermauwW, Van Leeuwen T. The ABC gene family in arthropods: comparative genomics and role in
insecticide transport and resistance. Insect biochemistry and molecular biology. Elsevier Ltd; 2014; 45:
89–110. doi: 10.1016/j.ibmb.2013.11.001 PMID: 24291285

5. Leslie EM, Deeley RG, Cole SPC. Multidrug resistance proteins: role of P-glycoprotein, MRP1, MRP2,
and BCRP (ABCG2) in tissue defense. Toxicology and applied pharmacology. 2005; 204: 216–37. doi:
10.1016/j.taap.2004.10.012 PMID: 15845415

6. Kurelec B. The multixenobiotic resistance mechanism in aquatic organisms. Critical Reviews in Toxi-
cology. 1992; 22: 23–43. PMID: 1352103

7. Epel D, Luckenbach T, Stevenson CN, MacManus-Spencer L a., Hamdoun A, Smital and T. Efflux
Transporters: Newly Appreciated Roles in Protection against Pollutants. Environmental Science &
Technology. 2008; 42: 3914–3920. doi: 10.1021/es087187v PMID: 18589945

8. Luckenbach T, Epel D. ABCB- and ABCC-type transporters confer multixenobiotic resistance and form
an environment-tissue barrier in bivalve gills. American journal of physiology Regulatory, integrative
and comparative physiology. 2008; 294: R1919–29. doi: 10.1152/ajpregu.00563.2007 PMID:
18401003

9. Gökirmak T, Campanale JP, Shipp LE, Moy GW, Tao H, Hamdoun A. Localization and substrate selec-
tivity of sea urchin multidrug (MDR) efflux transporters. The Journal of biological chemistry. 2012; 287:
43876–83. doi: 10.1074/jbc.M112.424879 PMID: 23124201

10. Annilo T, Chen Z-Q, Shulenin S, Costantino J, Thomas L, Lou H, et al. Evolution of the vertebrate ABC
gene family: analysis of gene birth and death. Genomics. 2006; 88: 1–11. doi: 10.1016/j.ygeno.2006.
03.001 PMID: 16631343

11. Zaja R, Munić V, Klobucar RS, Ambriović-Ristov A, Smital T. Cloning and molecular characterization of
apical efflux transporters (ABCB1, ABCB11 and ABCC2) in rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss)
hepatocytes. Aquatic toxicology (Amsterdam, Netherlands). 2008; 90: 322–32. doi: 10.1016/j.aquatox.
2008.09.012

12. Miller DS, Graeff C, Droulle L, Fricker S, Fricker G. Xenobiotic efflux pumps in isolated fish brain
capillaries. American journal of physiology Regulatory, integrative and comparative physiology. 2002;
282: R191–8. doi: 10.1152/ajpregu.00305.2001 PMID: 11742838

13. Sturm A, Cunningham P, Dean M. The ABC transporter gene family of Daphnia pulex. BMC genomics.
2009; 10: 170. doi: 10.1186/1471-2164-10-170 PMID: 19383151

14. Torrissen O, Jones S, Asche F, Guttormsen a, Skilbrei OT, Nilsen F, et al. Salmon lice—impact on wild
salmonids and salmon aquaculture. Journal of fish diseases. 2013; 36: 171–94. doi: 10.1111/jfd.12061
PMID: 23311858

15. Skern-Mauritzen R, Torrissen O, Glover KA. Pacific and Atlantic Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Krøyer,
1838) are allopatric subspecies: Lepeophtheirus salmonis salmonis and L. salmonis oncorhynchi sub-
species novo. BMC genetics. 2014; 15: 32. doi: 10.1186/1471-2156-15-32 PMID: 24628716

16. Aaen SM, Helgesen KO, Bakke MJ, Kaur K, Horsberg TE. Drug resistance in sea lice: a threat to salmo-
nid aquaculture. Trends in Parasitology. Elsevier Ltd; 2015; 31: 72–81. doi: 10.1016/j.pt.2014.12.006
PMID: 25639521

17. Treasurer JW, Wadsworth S, Grant A. Resistance of sea lice, Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Kroyer), to
hydrogen peroxide on farmed Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar L. Aquaculture Research. 2000; 31: 855–
860.

18. Sevatdal S, Horsberg TE. Determination of reduced sensitivity in sea lice (Lepeophtheirus salmonis
Krøyer) against the pyrethroid deltamethrin using bioassays and probit modelling. Aquaculture. 2003;
218: 21–31. doi: 10.1016/S0044-8486(02)00339-3

19. Roth M, Richards RH, Dobson DP, Rae GH. Field trials on the efficacy of the organophosphorus com-
pound azamethiphos for the control of sea lice (Copepoda : Caligidae) infestations of farmed Atlantic
salmon (Salmo salar). Aquaculture. 1996; 140: 217–239.

20. Heumann J, Carmichael S, Bron JE, Tildesley A, Sturm A. Molecular cloning and characterisation of a
novel P-glycoprotein in the salmon louse Lepeophtheirus salmonis. Comparative biochemistry and

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 18 / 22

http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gr.GR-1649R
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11435397
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11902585
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpara.2011.03.015
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21683705
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ibmb.2013.11.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24291285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.taap.2004.10.012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15845415
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1352103
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es087187v
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18589945
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpregu.00563.2007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18401003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M112.424879
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23124201
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ygeno.2006.03.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ygeno.2006.03.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16631343
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquatox.2008.09.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquatox.2008.09.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/ajpregu.00305.2001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11742838
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-10-170
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19383151
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jfd.12061
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23311858
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2156-15-32
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24628716
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.pt.2014.12.006
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25639521
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0044-8486(02)00339-3


physiology Toxicology & pharmacology : CBP. Elsevier Inc.; 2012; 155: 198–205. doi: 10.1016/j.cbpc.
2011.08.004 PMID: 21867772

21. Kaur K, Helgesen KO, Bakke MJ, Horsberg TE. Mechanism behind Resistance against the Organo-
phosphate Azamethiphos in Salmon Lice (Lepeophtheirus salmonis). PloS one. 2015; 10: e0124220.
doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0124220 PMID: 25893248

22. Fallang A, Denholm I, Horsberg TE, Williamson MS. Novel point mutation in the sodium channel gene
of pyrethroid-resistant sea lice Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Crustacea: Copepoda). Diseases of aquatic
organisms. 2005; 65: 129–36. doi: 10.3354/dao065129 PMID: 16060266

23. Carmichael SN, Bron JE, Taggart JB, Ireland JH, Bekaert M, Burgess STG, et al. Salmon lice
(Lepeophtheirus salmonis) showing varying emamectin benzoate susceptibilities differ in neuronal ace-
tylcholine receptor and GABA-gated chloride channel mRNA expression. BMC genomics. 2013; 14:
408. doi: 10.1186/1471-2164-14-408 PMID: 23773482

24. Sevatdal S, Fallang A, Ingebrigtsen K, Horsberg TE. Monooxygenase mediated pyrethroid detoxifica-
tion in sea lice (Lepeophtheirus salmonis). Pest management science. 2005; 61: 772–8. doi: 10.1002/
ps.1057 PMID: 15880646

25. Tribble ND, Burka JF, Kibenge FSB. Evidence for changes in the transcription levels of two putative P-
glycoprotein genes in sea lice (Lepeophtheirus salmonis) in response to emamectin benzoate expo-
sure. Molecular and biochemical parasitology. 2007; 153: 59–65. doi: 10.1016/j.molbiopara.2007.02.
002 PMID: 17350696

26. Igboeli OO, Fast MD, Heumann J, Burka JF. Role of P-glycoprotein in emamectin benzoate (SLICE1)
resistance in sea lice, Lepeophtheirus salmonis. Aquaculture. Elsevier B.V.; 2012; 344–349: 40–47.
doi: 10.1016/j.aquaculture.2012.03.026

27. Besnier F, Kent M, Skern-Mauritzen R, Lien S, Malde K, Edvardsen RB, et al. Human-induced evolution
caught in action: SNP-array reveals rapid amphi-atlantic spread of pesticide resistance in the salmon
ecotoparasite Lepeophtheirus salmonis. BMC genomics. 2014; 15: 937. doi: 10.1186/1471-2164-15-
937 PMID: 25344698

28. Hamre LA, Eichner C, Caipang CMA, Dalvin ST, Bron JE, Nilsen F, et al. The Salmon Louse
Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Copepoda: Caligidae) life cycle has only two Chalimus stages. PloS one.
2013; 8: e73539. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0073539 PMID: 24069203

29. Schmieder R, Edwards R. Quality control and preprocessing of metagenomic datasets. Bioinformatics
(Oxford, England). 2011; 27: 863–4. doi: 10.1093/bioinformatics/btr026

30. Kim D, Pertea G, Trapnell C, Pimentel H, Kelley R, Salzberg SL. TopHat2: accurate alignment of tran-
scriptomes in the presence of insertions, deletions and gene fusions. Genome biology. BioMed Central
Ltd; 2013; 14: R36. doi: 10.1186/gb-2013-14-4-r36 PMID: 23618408

31. Grabherr MG, Haas BJ, Yassour M, Levin JZ, Thompson DA, Amit I, et al. Full-length transcriptome
assembly from RNA-Seq data without a reference genome. Nature Biotechnology. Broad Institute of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA.; 2011; 29:
644–U130. Available: http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=
21572440&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks doi: 10.1038/nbt.1883 PMID: 21572440

32. Benson G. Tandem repeats finder: a program to analyze DNA sequences. Nucleic acids research.
1999; 27: 573–80. Available: http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=148217&tool=
pmcentrez&rendertype=abstract PMID: 9862982

33. Rice P, Longden I, Bleasby A. EMBOSS: the European Molecular Biology Open Software Suite. Trends
in Genetics. The Sanger Centre, Wellcome Trust Genome Campus, Hinxton, Cambridge, UK CB10
1SA.; 2000; 16: 276–277. Available: http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=
pubmed&id=10827456&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks PMID: 10827456

34. Iseli C, Jongeneel C V, Bucher P. ESTScan: a program for detecting, evaluating, and reconstructing
potential coding regions in EST sequences. Proceedings /. International Conference on Intelligent Sys-
tems for Molecular Biology ; ISMB International Conference on Intelligent Systems for Molecular Biol-
ogy. Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics, Epalinges, Switzerland. Christian.Iseli@isb-sib.ch; 1999; 138–
148. Available: http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=
10786296&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks

35. Ashburner M, Ball CA, Blake JA, Botstein D, Butler H, Cherry JM, et al. Gene ontology: tool for the unifi-
cation of biology. The Gene Ontology Consortium. Nature Genetics. Department of Genetics, Stanford
University School of Medicine, California, USA. cherry@stanford.edu; 2000; 25: 25–29. Available:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Citation&list_uids=
10802651 PMID: 10802651

36. Bekaert M. SlimIt [Internet]. 2013. p. Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License. Available: http://www.
isalmon.eu/slimit/

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 19 / 22

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cbpc.2011.08.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cbpc.2011.08.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21867772
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0124220
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25893248
http://dx.doi.org/10.3354/dao065129
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16060266
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-408
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23773482
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ps.1057
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ps.1057
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15880646
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molbiopara.2007.02.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molbiopara.2007.02.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17350696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2012.03.026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-15-937
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-15-937
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25344698
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0073539
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24069203
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bioinformatics/btr026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/gb-2013-14-4-r36
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23618408
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=21572440&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=21572440&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nbt.1883
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21572440
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=148217&amp;tool=pmcentrez&amp;rendertype=abstract
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=148217&amp;tool=pmcentrez&amp;rendertype=abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9862982
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=10827456&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=10827456&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10827456
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=10786296&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=10786296&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&amp;db=PubMed&amp;dopt=Citation&amp;list_uids=10802651
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&amp;db=PubMed&amp;dopt=Citation&amp;list_uids=10802651
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10802651
http://www.isalmon.eu/slimit/
http://www.isalmon.eu/slimit/


37. Eddy SR. Accelerated Profile HMM Searches. PLoS Comput Biol. HHMI Janelia Farm Research Cam-
pus, Ashburn, Virginia, United States of America. eddys@janelia.hhmi.org; 2011; 7: e1002195. Avail-
able: http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22039361&retmode=
ref&cmd=prlinks doi: 10.1371/journal.pcbi.1002195 PMID: 22039361

38. Sheps JA, Ralph S, Zhao Z, Baillie DL, Ling V. The ABC transporter gene family of Caenorhabditis ele-
gans has implications for the evolutionary dynamics of multidrug resistance in eukaryotes. Genome
biology. 2004; 5: R15. doi: 10.1186/gb-2004-5-3-r15 PMID: 15003118

39. DermauwW, Osborne EJ, Clark RM, Grbi M, Tirry L, Van Leeuwen T. A burst of ABC genes in the
genome of the polyphagous spider mite Tetranychus urticae. BMC genomics. 2013; 14: 317. doi: 10.
1186/1471-2164-14-317 PMID: 23663308

40. Broehan G, Kroeger T, LorenzenM, Merzendorfer H. Functional analysis of the ATP-binding cassette
(ABC) transporter gene family of Tribolium castaneum. BMC genomics. 2013; 14: 6. doi: 10.1186/
1471-2164-14-6 PMID: 23324493

41. Mulder NJ, Apweiler R, Attwood TK, Bairoch A, Barrell D, Bateman A, et al. The InterPro Database,
2003 brings increased coverage and new features. Nucleic Acids Research. 2003; 31: 315–318. doi:
10.1093/nar/gkg046 PMID: 12520011

42. Edgar RC. MUSCLE: multiple sequence alignment with high accuracy and high throughput. Nucleic
acids research. 2004; 32: 1792–7. doi: 10.1093/nar/gkh340 PMID: 15034147

43. Silvestro D, Michalak I. raxmlGUI: a graphical front-end for RAxML. Organisms Diversity & Evolution.
2011; 12: 335–337. doi: 10.1007/s13127-011-0056-0

44. Stamatakis A. RAxML version 8: a tool for phylogenetic analysis and post-analysis of large phyloge-
nies. Bioinformatics (Oxford, England). 2014; 30: 1312–3. doi: 10.1093/bioinformatics/btu033

45. Wenzel JJ, Piehler A, Kaminski WE. ABC A-subclass proteins: Gatekeepers of cellular phospho- and
sphingolipid transport. Frontiers in Bioscience. 2007; 12: 3177–3193. doi: 10.1093/jmp/jht073 PMID:
17485292

46. Wilson BJ, Saab KR, Ma J, Schatton T, Pütz P, Zhan Q, et al. ABCB5maintains melanoma-initiating
cells through a proinflammatory cytokine signaling circuit. Cancer research. 2014; 74: 4196–207. doi:
10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-14-0582 PMID: 24934811

47. Heumann J, Carmichael SN, Bron JE, Sturm A. Isolation and characterisation of four partial cDNA
sequences encoding multidrug resistance-associated proteins (MRPs) in the salmon louse
Lepeophtheirus salmonis (Krøyer, 1837). Aquaculture. 2014; 424–425: 207–214.

48. Chahine S, O’Donnell MJ. Physiological and molecular characterization of methotrexate transport by
Malpighian tubules of adult Drosophila melanogaster. Journal of insect physiology. 2009; 55: 927–35.
doi: 10.1016/j.jinsphys.2009.06.005 PMID: 19545574

49. Mayer F, Mayer N, Chinn L, Pinsonneault RL, Kroetz D, Bainton RJ. Evolutionary conservation of verte-
brate blood-brain barrier chemoprotective mechanisms in Drosophila. The Journal of neuroscience :
the official journal of the Society for Neuroscience. 2009; 29: 3538–50. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.
5564-08.2009

50. Figueira-Mansur J, Ferreira-Pereira A, Mansur JF, Franco T a., Alvarenga ESL, Sorgine MHF, et al.
Silencing of P-glycoprotein increases mortality in temephos-treated Aedes aegypti larvae. Insect
Molecular Biology. 2013; 22: 648–658. doi: 10.1111/imb.12052 PMID: 23980723

51. Porretta D, Gargani M, Bellini R, Medici A, Punelli F, Urbanelli S. Defence mechanisms against insecti-
cides temephos and diflubenzuron in the mosquito Aedes caspius: the P-glycoprotein efflux pumps.
Medical and Veterinary Entomology. 2008; 22: 48–54. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2915.2008.00712.x PMID:
18380653

52. Campos B, Altenburger R, Gómez C, Lacorte S, Piña B, Barata C, et al. First evidence for toxic defense
based on the multixenobiotic resistance (MXR) mechanism in Daphnia magna. Aquatic toxicology
(Amsterdam, Netherlands). 2014; 148: 139–51. doi: 10.1016/j.aquatox.2014.01.001

53. Vache C, Camares O, Cardoso-Ferreira M-C, Dastugue B, Creveaux I, Vaury C, et al. A potential geno-
mic biomarker for the detection of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon pollutants: multidrug resistance
gene 49 in Drosophila melanogaster. Environmental toxicology and chemistry / SETAC. 2007; 26:
1418–24. Available: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17665681 PMID: 17665681

54. Lanning CL, Fine RL, Corcoran JJ, Ayad HM, Rose RL, Abou-Donia MB. Tobacco budworm P-glyco-
protein: biochemical characterization and its involvement in pesticide resistance. Biochimica et Biophy-
sica Acta (BBA)-General Subjects. Elsevier; 1996; 1291: 155–162. Available: http://www.sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/0304416596000608

55. Ricardo S, Lehmann R. An ABC transporter controls export of a Drosophila germ cell attractant. Sci-
ence (New York, NY). 2009; 323: 943–6. doi: 10.1126/science.1166239

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 20 / 22

http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=22039361&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&amp;id=22039361&amp;retmode=ref&amp;cmd=prlinks
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1002195
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22039361
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/gb-2004-5-3-r15
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15003118
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-317
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-317
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23663308
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23324493
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/nar/gkg046
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12520011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/nar/gkh340
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15034147
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13127-011-0056-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bioinformatics/btu033
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jmp/jht073
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17485292
http://dx.doi.org/10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-14-0582
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24934811
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jinsphys.2009.06.005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19545574
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5564-08.2009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5564-08.2009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/imb.12052
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23980723
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2915.2008.00712.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18380653
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquatox.2014.01.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17665681
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17665681
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0304416596000608
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0304416596000608
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1166239


56. Herget M, Tampé R. Intracellular peptide transporters in human—compartmentalization of the “pepti-
dome”. Pflügers Archiv : European journal of physiology. 2007; 453: 591–600. doi: 10.1007/s00424-
006-0083-4 PMID: 16710701

57. Bariami V, Jones CM, Poupardin R, Vontas J, Ranson H. Gene amplification, ABC transporters and
cytochrome P450s: unraveling the molecular basis of pyrethroid resistance in the dengue vector,
Aedes aegypti. PLoS neglected tropical diseases. 2012; 6: e1692. doi: 10.1371/journal.pntd.0001692
PMID: 22720108

58. Deeley RG, Westlake C, Cole SPC. Transmembrane transport of endo- and xenobiotics by mammalian
ATP-binding cassette multidrug resistance proteins. Physiological reviews. 2006; 86: 849–99. doi: 10.
1152/physrev.00035.2005 PMID: 16816140

59. Sebastian A, Rishishwar L, Wang J, Bernard KF, Conley AB, McCarty N a, et al. Origin and evolution of
the cystic fibrosis transmembrane regulator protein R domain. Gene. Elsevier B.V.; 2013; 523: 137–46.
doi: 10.1016/j.gene.2013.02.050 PMID: 23578801

60. Tarnay JN, Szeri F, Iliás A, Annilo T, Sung C, Le Saux O, et al. The dMRP/CG6214 gene of Drosophila
is evolutionarily and functionally related to the human multidrug resistance-associated protein family.
Insect molecular biology. 2004; 13: 539–48. doi: 10.1111/j.0962-1075.2004.00512.x PMID: 15373810

61. Szeri F, Iliás A, Pomozi V, Robinow S, Bakos E, Váradi A. The high turnover Drosophilamultidrug resis-
tance-associated protein shares the biochemical features of its human orthologues. Biochimica et bio-
physica acta. Elsevier B.V.; 2009; 1788: 402–9. doi: 10.1016/j.bbamem.2008.11.007 PMID: 19059376

62. Broeks A, Gerrard B, Allikmets R, Dean M, Plasterk RH. Homologues of the human multidrug resis-
tance genes MRP and MDR contribute to heavy metal resistance in the soil nematodeCaenorhabditis
elegans. The EMBO journal. 1996; 15: 6132–43. Available: http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
articlerender.fcgi?artid=452434&tool=pmcentrez&rendertype=abstract PMID: 8947035

63. James CE, Davey MW. Increased expression of ABC transport proteins is associated with ivermectin
resistance in the model nematodeCaenorhabditis elegans. International journal for parasitology. Aus-
tralian Society for Parasitology Inc.; 2009; 39: 213–20. doi: 10.1016/j.ijpara.2008.06.009 PMID:
18708066

64. Bergen A a B, Plomp AS, Hu X, de Jong PTVM, Gorgels TGMF. ABCC6 and pseudoxanthoma elasti-
cum. Pflügers Archiv : European journal of physiology. 2007; 453: 685–91. doi: 10.1007/s00424-005-
0039-0 PMID: 16604369

65. Yepiskoposyan H, Egli D, Fergestad T, Selvaraj A, Treiber C, Multhaup G, et al. Transcriptome
response to heavy metal stress in Drosophila reveals a new zinc transporter that confers resistance to
zinc. Nucleic acids research. 2006; 34: 4866–77. doi: 10.1093/nar/gkl606 PMID: 16973896

66. Huang H, Lu-Bo Y, Haddad GG. A Drosophila ABC transporter regulates lifespan. Lu B, editor. PLoS
Genetics. 2014; 10: e1004844. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1004844 PMID: 25474322

67. You M, Yue Z, HeW, Yang X, Yang G, Xie M, et al. A heterozygous moth genome provides insights
into herbivory and detoxification. Nature genetics. Nature Publishing Group; 2013; 45: 220–5. doi: 10.
1038/ng.2524 PMID: 23313953

68. Chen Z-Q, Dong J, Ishimura A, Daar I, Hinnebusch AG, Dean M. The essential vertebrate ABCE1 pro-
tein interacts with eukaryotic initiation factors. The Journal of biological chemistry. 2006; 281: 7452–7.
doi: 10.1074/jbc.M510603200 PMID: 16421098

69. Tyzack JK, Wang X, BelshamGJ, Proud CG. ABC50 interacts with eukaryotic initiation factor 2 and
associates with the ribosome in an ATP-dependent manner. The Journal of biological chemistry. 2000;
275: 34131–9. doi: 10.1074/jbc.M002868200 PMID: 10931828

70. Tarr PT, Tarling EJ, Bojanic DD, Edwards P a, Baldán A. Emerging new paradigms for ABCG transport-
ers. Biochimica et biophysica acta. Elsevier B.V.; 2009; 1791: 584–93. doi: 10.1016/j.bbalip.2009.01.
007 PMID: 19416657

71. Mackenzie SM, Brooker MR, Gill TR, Cox GB, Howells AJ, Y GDE. Mutations in the white gene of Dro-
sophila melanogaster affecting ABC transporters that determine eye colouration. Biochimica et biophy-
sica acta. 1999; 1419: 173–185. PMID: 10407069

72. Pedra JHF, Mcintyre LM, Scharf ME, Pittendrigh BR. Genome-wide transcription profile of field- and
laboratory-selected dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT)-resistant Drosophila. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 2004; 101: 7034–7039. PMID:
15118106

73. Silva AX, Jander G, Samaniego H, Ramsey JS, Figueroa CC. Insecticide resistance mechanisms in
the green peach aphidMyzus persicae (Hemiptera: Aphididae) I: A transcriptomic survey. PloS one.
2012; 7: e36366. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0036366 PMID: 22685538

74. DermauwW,Wybouw N, Rombauts S, Menten B, Vontas J, Grbic M, et al. A link between host plant
adaptation and pesticide resistance in the polyphagous spider mite Tetranychus urticae. Proceedings

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 21 / 22

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00424-006-0083-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00424-006-0083-4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16710701
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0001692
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22720108
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/physrev.00035.2005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/physrev.00035.2005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16816140
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gene.2013.02.050
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23578801
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.0962-1075.2004.00512.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15373810
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbamem.2008.11.007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19059376
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=452434&amp;tool=pmcentrez&amp;rendertype=abstract
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=452434&amp;tool=pmcentrez&amp;rendertype=abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8947035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpara.2008.06.009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18708066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00424-005-0039-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00424-005-0039-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16604369
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/nar/gkl606
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16973896
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1004844
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25474322
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ng.2524
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ng.2524
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23313953
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M510603200
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16421098
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M002868200
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10931828
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbalip.2009.01.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbalip.2009.01.007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19416657
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10407069
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15118106
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0036366
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22685538


of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 2013; 110: E113–22. doi: 10.
1073/pnas.1213214110 PMID: 23248300

75. Xu J, Strange JP, Welker DL, James RR. Detoxification and stress response genes expressed in a
western North American bumble bee, Bombus huntii (Hymenoptera : Apidae). BMCGenomics. 2013;
14: 874. doi: 10.1186/1471-2164-14-874 PMID: 24330608

76. Lee SH, Kang JS, Min JS, Yoon KS, Strycharz JP, Johnson R, et al. Decreased detoxification genes
and genome size make the human body louse an efficient model to study xenobiotic metabolism. Insect
molecular biology. 2010; 19: 599–615. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2583.2010.01024.x PMID: 20561088

77. González-Cabo P, Bolinches-Amorós A, Cabello J, Ros S, Moreno S, Baylis H a, et al. Disruption of the
ATP-binding cassette B7 (ABTM-1/ABCB7) induces oxidative stress and premature cell death inCae-
norhabditis elegans. The Journal of biological chemistry. 2011; 286: 21304–14. doi: 10.1074/jbc.M110.
211201 PMID: 21464130

Identification of ABC Transporters in Salmon Louse Transcriptome

PLOSONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0137394 September 29, 2015 22 / 22

http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1213214110
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1213214110
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23248300
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2164-14-874
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24330608
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2583.2010.01024.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20561088
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M110.211201
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M110.211201
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21464130

