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The Development of Yestern Since 1906 by
trora Traylor.

it ie s humen “t-uhw to lock back and reflect;
to look forward and prophesy. looking baekward one gaine
& perspective and & readjustment of values; looking forsard
one becomes entiusiostic and full of heope. Age lodking fore
vard bDecomes irritated with the entmsiasa of youtlh; youth
looking beckward becomes bored with the reflections and exe
peariences of old sge. DHelng nelther ald nor extreaely young,
we can leok today both weys withoutl becoming bored or irritisted.
Leocking into the sast ernd prophesizing for the Mature should
give us a nappy medium of controlled entimsiaem and g proe
gressive conservatien.

At the dawn of the twentieth centure, an educstional
renaiseance took pleceximkxmx in the eiviiized world wuich
had ts effect in Tentucky. Under the leadersiaip of the X.

B¢ Ace @ whirlwind cazpalgn for (tate Sormal Ueiwels waw
carried om ig the ‘tate. Taelr propaganda was ©e convineoing
that when the lLegislature voted Ltnere was only one dissenting
vote. Tais set cf 1506 sutherised the estadlishuent of twe
‘orasl Johools, one ot tichmond end one Lere st Bowling Iﬁﬂﬂ-

By a special sgreesent entored into betlwesn tie
cwners of the old S“cuthern Norsal and the "late, the touiherm
Yorme! which had been cperated in Bowling Green since 1284 as
a private sehool becanme a state institution, dedicated to the
teachers of "estern Tentucky. On Jamusry 1, 1907, the transfer
ses forselly made and “pes. 4. 1. Cherryof the 614 “cuthera
Eoraal Cohool becase “res. of the “estern Tentucky Sermsl tSchool
without any solicitation upon his part. Hefors the convening
of the 1908 ssvenbly, It beomme apparent tuat the recech of the



school hed fur exceeded its grasp. The lagislature was ine
vited to obeerve the crowded condition of the schacl wnich
resulted in sn incrsased appropristion snd tns casting about
for a new permsnent locstiemn. In 1905 Potter Cellese, a girie
school, located since 1599 on this hill, was purchased for a
new site. The state Sought sdditional 152 gores of land and
begen the construction of this bBullding wiicn was finished

the foliewing yesr. Im 1911 Yotter Collegze clowed its doors
and vestern Formsl studente and fseoulty gatusring up their books
aend schosls eguipuent moved to thelr mew nome froa waatl le now
known as the BDowling Green Mueinese "niversity in one day. nened
the new building snd grounds Yormel Teights and went on with
thelir vork, 'n 1922 the etate legislature changed Lhe nane

of the institation to that of “estern Yentucky Yormal and
Teachers College, wiich enabled the scheel %o confer four year
degrees. ‘'revious to tuls tise the sghoel had been granting

a certificate for tec years of werk whiech was little scre than
the equivsient of high seheol werk today. That dste marked a
new birth for our schoel. In 1924 the legislature remcved the
bounderies between the districts eo tinmt studenis snywhere
throughout Kentucky are eligivle to entrance. Formerly, ve
wore confined to 51 counties in "estern Yentucky. This year
the scope of tae scnool has been broadened and further liderae
lized more than ever. The ters Normal ‘cnool was dropped and
the sehool wae ghten the suthority to srant both professlansl
and noneprofessions]l degrees of any renk. Por the firet the
funetior of the school was defined as giving prisary, secondary,
voontlionsl and professional educstion.

The growth of the school since its inception as a



-l

ptate institution hae been phencaeval. In 1307 we had &
etddent body of 762 and an snnuel eppropristion for curvent
expenses of 220,000.00. Tinee then our ammal enrollment
has incressed to 3,754 4iffsrent students exclusive of the
13 classes of the Training achool, those in the Yadel Amrsl
schioel and the 2,000 studente enrclled in the extensiom ecurses.
up anmusl sporepristion todey for current expenses is 2436,
333.90. In additien to this there was & speeial sopropristion
of #250,000.00 for capital outlays. Im 19507 only a few pecple
were Gigh echool gradustes. Last yesar there were 2446 pecple
who received the . fe Certificate und 184 wic recaived tue
College degree. Tils year it is estimated thet taere will
be 250 applicantes for the Life Certificete and between 200 and
240 for Lne degrees. Yo leonger can It Lo saild tiat Tentuck 's
educztionsl standards are notl being raised.

In 1907 there was only one bdullding u.on thie hill.
Today we have & schoocl plant valued at 21,462,000.00 in sddie
tion to %724,000.00 of equipment. ‘here you now see shrudbbary,
trees and green sod, them there was only s hill of barren rock.
Yot even g tri-calored dude ran loocse upon the campue, for as
songdne hag esld Lhere was no canpus and the dude depsriment
hed not been edtablished. In 1972 & Emmuttfal besutification
program was started whieh has as its purpose Lo make the Rill
oaDQaf the beanutly spots of the state. In 1988 (gden College,
a private school for over 50 years lcased ites campusn, bulldings,
equipnent and a 140 acre farn to Lthe [tate tast has grestly
increased gur facilitiea.

Thereas, "rof. A. 7. Yell served as ’"resideant, dean,

chaplain, private secretary, regletrar, ilbrarien, cargenter

- .



and Janitor in the early daye of the O1d Nersel Ucheol, we

now have s regularly eaployed faculty of 101 splendidy truined
men snd momen. Of t 1s nuaber 7 have the Degree of Doctor of
“nilospply, 43 the master'e degree and the remainder the
fmcheler's degree.

Beeguse of the school's aceredited relatitions,
one ie sssured of the qualiiy of work that ile done snd s pere
mitted to obtain & ssster's degres af any of the higher fne
stitutions of lesrning with 36 weeks more of training.

Iu 1524, we bacune & menmber of the Anericsn Assoeisiion
of Teachnsrs Colleges, tae next year & aeaber of the Joullern
isspeistion of Colleges and Universities, and in 1528 the
Associgtion of Lentucky cclleges and Universities.

Tuie cives you some idea of the developument of ". H.
T. C. and 1ts predecessors, the Sguthern Noraal “¢hopl and the
Sowling Oreen Business Tniversity. Sone axcspt those who have
been continuslly cosnected with Lhe achool can know tLhe seorle
figes, the poverty and the trawvaill of ites early hietory. Ite
path has seemed to ile thru the valley of the shedow of death
yet at all times the school hams strugried sgninet terrific
odde to get glimpevs of & bigger eduestional day. "uch succevg-
ful effort has been begotten of an indomit -dle falth and spirit
superior te any asset of material wikslth ¢ may have. The
growin of Yestern has been marvelous. It seens &g if Lhe proe
pased plant has become realitly. Thepe have been many upe and
downe but mostly ups. Vet with oll this metlerial growth the
potentiglities of the future have only boen tagped and the

surface scratoned. Ye are uow in & position tu render e greater

-



-l

service becaupe for the firstl time im our nistory., tuere are
not sny greswt econoule clouds darzening our visien. Villiag
to sdvence, the world ie slse resdy for cur development. 7The
future lies ocut before us. I ur chsllenge is to grsep Sar
opportuniiies snd ronlize o dlividend.
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