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Professors broaden education in B

bra leaned and organized
about 1 ,W'l“brary books in the
sweltering heat.
le battlm%nosqultoes and
gnats with repellent, an English
teacher strugg to teach five
students composn@on
On her wayto class, another
teacher stepped gingerly over a dead
boa constrictor lying across the road.
T}wﬂung it was an alligator, she
looked around anxiously for its mate.
For three Western professors in
Belize (formerly British Honduras),
a small Central American country
nestled between Mexico, Guatemala
and the Canbbam
typical experiences.
They were working with
professers from Ferris State College
of Michigan and Murray State Uni-
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when compar@d thh the

don’t need to get d
countries, said Di
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Hicks, libraria n F

fessor of Englis
ester in Belize.

Hicks said the project is
“extremely useful for Western fac-
ulty because they get a multicultural
viewpoint of another country first-
hand.” :

“Lid ,,d,o{ it all over again

" tomorrow,” Wright said.
‘During her stay from January to
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rive at Westerntomorrow. ; :
The Western ‘professors agreed»
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a library for' ‘

The first b

hrough — “it m
heﬁthy book ,» she ‘said.
withdirt. -

as more “a room of

ﬁ@t sald

coded, cataloged cleaned and waxed
about 15, ,000t0 17 000books

Belize on ﬁrst trip were donated
by professors in the history _and the

g eLanguage 1sn’t mucaof abamer
n- _ The official language of Belize is -

teacher edﬁeatron 3
Western Anythmg* v

nglish, but there are four native
languages, including Spamsh and
Creole...

Hicks, Western’s first professor in

€ am, went to Belize when the
project began in January 1985 and
stayed until June 1985. “It was one of
the most memorable experlences in kshee :
my life,” she said. .. “The biggest problem was gettmg

Her job consisted of explaining .4 of thig bugs,” Wﬁmter et |
teaching techniques to secondary
education majors, teaching English
as a second language and developing
alanguage arts curriculum.
The only textbooks available for
her students were %opfésmdm i
the teachers college’s hbrary The :
classroom had only a chalk :
a healthy supply»of mbsqaiti? cmﬁ. :
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