View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by TopSCHOLAR

Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

Academic Support Division Faculty Publications Academic Support Division

12-14-2002

LLost Christmas Presence

Paul M. Bush
Western Kentucky University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/
bgcc acad supp_div_fac pub

b Part of the Creative Writing Commons

Recommended Repository Citation

Bush, Paul M., "Lost Christmas Presence" (2002). Academic Support Division Faculty Publications. Paper 1.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/bgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub/1

This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in Academic Support Division Faculty
Publications by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact todd.seguin@wku.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/43642249?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/bgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/acad_supp_div?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/bgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/bgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fbgcc_acad_supp_div_fac_pub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Lost Christmas Presence

Surveying snapshots from the sixties,

I see a small wall-papered apartment
With a baby family smiling

By a cedar tree

Father whacked

For wife to shower with wisps of plastic
Chrome icicles and one strand of lights,
Bruised blue.

What made that red-haired boy so happy?

Was it the Roy Rogers lunchbox
With matching thermos, which would be dropped and shattered
The following day.

Was it the cherub-faced sibling, always standing beside
Or behind the “perfect” big brother

Who never stood up

For him?

Was it the loving gaze of the mother,
Whose arm lies

Unselfconsciously teasing

The lock of dark hair of the head
Relaxed, smiling, for once,

In her lap.

Surveying snapshots from the sixties,
I remember the laughter;

I remember the smiles, but

I have lost all those gifts.

Paul M. Bush
14 December 2002
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