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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Special Collections Library
Department of Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092

Descriptive Inventory
MSS 462 JOHNSON, Leland Ross, b. 1937
1 box. 6 folders. 118 items. 1867-1998. Originals and photocopies.

2008.205.1

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Leland Ross Johnson was born on 01 November 1937 to Clifford Albert (1909-2001) and
Neva Doris (Baccus) Johnson (1919-1993) near Metropolis, Illinois. He graduated high school in
1964 from Roosevelt High School in St. Louis, Missouri. He continued his education and
received degrees from Murray State University, St. Louis University, and received a Ph.D. from
Vanderbilt University. He specialized in engineering technology history, and his studies and
publications help chronicle the work of the Army Corps of Engineers in the Ohio River Valley.
Dr. Johnson was an authority on the history of rivers and engineering, and has published more
than 30 accounts on the subject. He was awarded the Toulmin Medal three times by the Society
of American Military Engineers.

COLLECTION NOTE

This collection consists chiefly of information from the National Archives, newspaper and
magazine articles related to the James Gang robbery at Muscle Shoals, Alabama. The
collection contains photocopies of the original affidavits (1881), correspondence between
government officials (1881), Johnson’s correspondence and notes (1970-1972), and
photocopies of newspaper articles (1867-1998).

SHELF LIST
BOX 1 JOHNSON, Leland Ross 1867-1998 118 items
Folder 1 Inventory
Folder 2 National Archives — Photocopies of 1881-1966 22 items
affidavits related to the Muscle Shoals
robbery
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Folder 3 Correspondence and notes of Leland 1970-1972 8 items

Johnson

Folder 4 Research article and notes about the 1970 26 items
James Gang

Folder 5 Department of Justice — Correspondence 1881 13 items

related to the Muscle Shoals robbery

Folder 6 Photocopies of newspaper and magazine 1867-1998 49 items
articles about the James Gang

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD

MSS JOHNSON, Leland Ross, 1867-1998
462 b. 1937

Photocopies of original correspondence, telegrams,
and reports housed at the National Archives as well as
newspaper articles, correspondence and research notes
related to the James’ Gang’s robbery at Muscle Shoals,
Alabama.

1 box. 6 folders. 118 items. Originals and
photocopies.

2008.205.1

SUBJECT ANALYTICS

Adairville — Relating to F2,4,6

Bank robberies — Russellville, 1867-1868 F6

Baxter, Lewis T., 1852-1927 — Mentioned F2
Berendsen, John, 1831-1898 — Relating to F2
Campbell, William P., 1842-1923 — Relating to F2
Carson, Calvin F., 1831-1902, — Relating to F2
Cholera — Huntsville, Alabama — Relating to, 1873  F5
Comer, Daniel, 1846-1905 — Relating to F2

Comer, William — Relating to F2,4

Cummins, James Robert, 1847-1929 — Mentioned F6
Day, Lionel W., 1839-1891 — Letter from F2,4,5
Eckhoff, Mark G., b. 1920 — Letter from F3
Florence, Alabama — Relating to F4

Ford, Charles Wilson, 1857-1884 — Mentioned F6
Ford, Robert Newton, 1862-1892 — Mentioned F6
Gielow, Henry J., 1855-1925 — Relating to F2,4
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Glendale Express Robbery — Relating to F4,6

Hancock, James — Relating to F2

Hartsfield, Eli Nathaniel, 1855-1930 — Relating to F2
Hite, Clarence Browler, 1862-1883 — Mentioned F6

Hite, George Burns, 1825-1891 — Mentioned F2,4,6
Hite, Robert Woodson, 1850-1881 — Mentioned F4,6
Hooke, Robert McGinley 1807-1883 — Relatingto  F2
Humphreys County, Tennessee — Relating to F6
Jackson, William M. — Relating to F2

James, Alexander Franklin, 1843-1915 — Relating to F2,4,5,6
James, Annie Ralston, 1853-1944 — Mentioned F4,6
James, Jesse Woodson, 1847-1882— Relating to F2,4,5,6
James, Zerelda “Zee” Mimms, 1845-1900 — Mentioned F4,6
Johnson, Charles P., 1836-1920 — Relating to F6
Kansas City, Missouri — Relating to F4,5,6

Key, David McKendree, 1824-1900 — Relating to F2
King, William R., 1839-1898 — Relating to F2,4

Koger, James W., 1852-1886 — Mentioned F6

Krekel, Arnold, 1815-1888 — Letter from F2

Lauderdale County, Alabama — Relating to F2,3,4

Liddil, James Andrew, 1852-1901— Relating to F2,4,6
Lincoln, Robert Todd 1843-1926 — Correspondence F2,5
McFarland, Robert — Relating to F2

MacVeagh, Wayne, 1833-1917 — Correspondence F5
Mills, Thomas — Relating to F2

Mosholder, Don, b. 1917 — Mentioned F3

Muscle Shoals, Alabama — Relating to F2,3,4,6

Muscle Shoals Canal — Relating to F2,3,4,6

Nashville, Tennessee — Mentioned F2

Peden, Thomas H., 1842-1895 — Relatingto F2,4,6
Phillips, S. F., — Correspondence F5

Pinkerton National Detective Agency — Relating to F6
Ralston, Samuel J., d. 1899 — Mentioned F6

Robberies — Muscle Shoals, Alabama — Relating to, 1881 F2,3,4,5,6
Ross, Joseph H. — Correspondence F5

Ryan, William, b. 1851 — Relating to F2,4,5,6

Shelby, Joseph O., 1830-1897 — Relating to F6

Smith, Alexander G., 1849-1900 — Relating to F2,4
Smith, William Hugh, 1826-1899 — Correspondence F2,5
Springer, John, 1813-1890 — Relating to F2

Stagecoach robberies — Cave City — Mentioned, 1880 F6
Taylor, Jonas, 1844-1897 — Mentioned F6

Thomas, George M. — Correspondence F2

Timberlake, James H., 1846-1891 — Mentioned F6

Train robberies — Missouri, 1881 — Mentioned F5,6

U.S. Corps of Engineers — Relating to F2
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W. P. Campbell & Company — Mentioned  F2,3,4
Warder, James A. 1843-1909 — Correspondence F5
Watson, Elbert L., b. 1930 — Correspondence F3
Watson, William — Relating to F2

Weldon, Edward, b. 1936 — Letter from F3

Wheeler, Xenophen, 1835-1914 — Correspondence F5
Whicher, Joseph, 1848-1874 — Mentioned F6
Whitaker, R. Reed — Letter from F3

Whites Creek Pike, Tennessee — Mentioned F2,4,6
Wilcoxson, J. — Mentioned F4

Yater, Wilkinson H. 1825-1903 — Relating to F2
Younger, Thomas Coleman, 1844-1916 — Mentioned F6
Younger, James Hardin, 1848-1902 — Mentioned F6

SEE or SEE ALSO

Bank robberies
See also:
Robberies

Dick Little
See:
Liddle, Dick

Hill, Thomas
See:
Ryan, William

Howard, J. D.
See:
James, Jesse Woodson

Ryan, Jack
See:
Ryan, William

Woodson, B. J.

See:
James, Alexander Franklin

Stinson/Jeffrey 07/30/2013
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