Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

Faculty/Staff Personal Papers WKU Archives Records

1-1-1925

UA361/2 Standards

George Page

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff papers

b Part of the Religion Commons, and the Rhetoric and Composition Commons

Recommended Citation

Page, George, "UA361/2 Standards" (1925). Faculty/Staff Personal Papers. Paper 27.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff papers/27

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty/Staff Personal Papers by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact connie.foster@wku.edu.


http://digitalcommons.wku.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/538?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/573?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Ffac_staff_papers%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

- put in tnefngnesevstioks

.one that cries for

ST ANDARDS

The term standard ording

rily means an arbitrary
amount used to compare
unknown qguantities in |
measurement.In my laborator
the term standard means a
meter & yard a second &
gram a pound etc.But I

have in mind another mean #
ing of this worda.In.my ear

ly days I worked on a farmlf

and here 1 learned many
valuable lessons.l liked
as much as I could be said’
to like any work haying s
time.I have in mind now

the long hay frame which

was made from two sassafras

poles sixteen feet long a
and held togsther DLy cross
bars fitted inio auger hole
and spaced zbout four feet
apart.To keep the
slipping from the freme

we boredls incn holes in
the frameand sticks of
about « inch diameter were

|
i
|
|
|
1|
|
|

hay fr om

o A
of yesterday to the stre
ngth of today.He had falled

to sece that the standard
had seasoned and that today
we have a better method of
working off the exuberiant
gspirits of the youth with
athletics and physical edu
cation, ,
Nowl am not one that
believes everything old
is wrong or everything new
is right.There is good in |
both.I most assuredly am nof
the good
old days.Neither woulad I
like to turn the clock
packward withethe poet's
80Ny
"Backward turn backward
Oh time in thy flight
Make me a cnild again
Just for tonight,"
I am inclined to think that
"Jugt for tonight" woula
suffice for mest of us.Do
"T would care’t6}EN% LigE

. ' \\

P
we called standards.l wish
if you are not familiar
with such a frame you would
visualisze this one one in
your mind.The purpose of thi
standards was to hold the
load of hay wheat etc.in
place ana avoid slipping
from the Iframe when we
traveled over rough ground
across gullies or along
sloping hillsides.

In our everday life
we speak of standards of
morals and conduct and
standards of living.By this
we mean an arovitrary fixed
measure by which we compare
the condition of ourselves
and otners.l like t0 think
of this frame as CHRISTIAN
ITY the load as civilizatiorn
and the sftandards as
something that has been
placed around us to keep
civilization as we know it
from slipping away from

the human race.

those same experiences

of my childhcod-go back

for instance and get out
gar ly-before sunup-suckerin
tobacco with the cold dew
running aown my back?Not
me.And further moreif you
think you would like tne
good old days just take dow
your screens disconnect the
running water cut off the
electric lights take out
the telepnone and park the
car in tne garage."Just :
for tonight" will cure you
too I believe,

However there are some
things of the past that
have not been egualed in
the present days.The faith
of our fathers that believe
unguestioningly.The faith
%Qfg?@,th@t lasted through
~11Cand brought peace and
comfort at the end.The
leisu;etnat Peple had to
make friends and to culti

vate their frieniships.
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Just as the hay frame

gtandardes were of arvitra
ry lengtnh and spaces apart
80 @ee thnese standards setl

to hold civilization.
They will be found to

differ in separate section
of the world.The hay frgme
standards had to be repla

ced after a number of
of use. Some of course

lasted longer than cthers. |

somebecame rotten and

discarded.Otherrs seasoned
well and became more val
uable with the years of us{

Occasionally a severe stral
would snap one and the load

would perhaps be thrown

off.Just in this same
way

Some have

have our standards of

life and conduct acted.
been outgrown

by changing conditions
some have become rotten
some have been undermined .

year 1;

be

by parasites and occasion

2y
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The first
ards that I wish to d
uss I shall name cour
courage of tne physic
courage of the mental
courage of the spirit
I mean by courage som
thing more than the a
ity to meet another f
to face and exchange
for blow without flin
This may be courage a
it may be foolhardine
I mean tne courage of
man that pioneersg an
unknown country or an
unchar ted sea.l mean
courage Lhe man that
stands by his convict
as did Martin Luther-
as did Paul and Peter
when to do 80 meant p
gible death and worse
aeath,] mean the cour
that a young woman is
lead upon to show when

refuses to lower her moral
standard for fear that she

L
~

of these stand

T "7""1\‘

iscC
age.
al

ual

e

bil

ace

blow

ching

ng.
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the
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S
allyone has been placed un
der such great stress as
cause it to break allowing
civilization to lapee into
a former period.But some of
these standards are as old
as the huwman race and have
grown better and more
necessary to us with the
passing of the years.

Sometimes it became
necegsary to make a tie
from one standard 10 anot
her 50 that the load might
be made more secure.In such
a case we found one standaarg
just as useful as the other
each held its end of tihe
tie.Just in this same way
we need to tie the today's
modern standard back 0
that of yesterday because
there is aﬁrenﬁtnwin botn
and we need gll of our

gtrength,.If the tie is made
from the strength of one |
to the strength of the |
other the load is safe but

5

if the weaknegs of either
is usea then surely there
is danger of the load slip
ping. Let me iliustrate what
I mean,Some time ago I stoc
in the stadium of a great
gchool at one of its foot
ball games.As we waited for
the kick off a miadle aged
alumnus by my side spoke
to me and at once began to
lament that the students

of that college were not
what they usé to be-that
they had in a large measure
lost the nerve and courage
of his day-that they no
longer met in a grand bat
tle that left many bruised
beaten and sore unable to
attend classe for days and
in some instances maimed fc

Fan e
thecEFtehale 1ansT, boast

longed for the good old
days and this was hisidea
of the good old days.He
wanted t0 tie the weakness

,“r;"\

S
will be left out of the
crowd.There is a story in
one of the old readers of
a small boy who was very
much worriea over the word
Popocatapetl the name of
& volcano in mexico.He
sald it was the hardest
word in the world to say.
But his mother a wise wom
antold him she knew a much
more aifficult word to
say.When he inguired as to
what it wes imagine his
amaszement when told that
it contained only two let
ters "NO","Why mother he
sald that is one of the
easiest words in the
world to say"."My son
she replied try to always
say it as easy as you think
you can now. '
-Another story is that
there were three boys pass
ing a schoolhouseone day.
Snow was on the ground.Cne
of the boys made a snowball

10
to tarow against the door
When it was finished the
second boy wanted t0
know who was going to
throw the ball.The first
poy handed it to the least
one and said "Here George
you throw it" . Whack went
the ball and the boys took
t0 their heels the older
one laughing heartily to
think what a focl he had
made out of George.

These are far fetched
examples you say.Perhaps
they are but I see nearly
every day in school,in bu
siness in every phase of
life with wahich I associat¢
a repetition of thege.A
person in order to save
a few steps cuts across a
peautiiul lawn tramples
down the grass and crushes
some flowers that are
bursting forta to gladaen
the people and glorify
their Creator*--Seestpe
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back turned and takes
that for which he does not
pay or return,Someway I
feel that this same person
will not hesixziz have the
courage along life's path
way 10 keep from placing
the black mark on an inno
cent character or entering
1nto a shady business deal.

I shall call my next
standard faith.I place it
in the frame at this point
cecause 1 believe witnout
faith there would be little
neea for courgge or any
other standards.lf we are
O a0 our part in keeping
civilization from slipping
away from the human race

we must have faith that the |

great majority of people
are earnestly and sinoerkia
striving to make this world
a better and more livable
place.kvangeline Booth was
agkeit if the worla was
growing better replied

16
others.VWhen there are
gschools t0 be built,roads
t0 be made,churches to
maintain how many meet
thelr just and fair share
of the obligations.

One illustration:A community
wantea a consolidateda school

& high school.loney was
raised by popular subscrip
tion.One man in the communi
ty who had & number of
chilaren t0 educate refusea
consistently t©0 make &
contributicen and never
pald one extra penuy above
carry the burden of tne scC
gschool and vetl he was more
able to have made a
liberal donation than most
of the,€¢0ple in the
comunitvy Byt he never lost
a single opportunity to
take advantage of the
gschool after it had Deen
catablished.
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"ldo not know but I am
aoing all that I know
how t0 make it better
are yout"We must nave the
kind of faith that makes
ue allow the other fellow
the same latitude we take
e must have faith that
there are tasks undone
and discoveries unmade
and tie to courage to
help in their accomplish
ment, ,

fou know the story of :
Alexander the great how he
wept because there were no
more worlds to conquer.He
lacked the faith to gee
the countries undiscovered
arross the sea.There are
those today who weep be
cause there are no worlds
left to conguer but have
not the faith to look abou
them and see that they hav
no cheap substitute for
the diminishing gasoline
BUppPLy-that tuberculosis )

&7

A stenaard that I
consider of the utmost
importance today is
loyalty.8omeone has said
that most folks are like
grandfather clocks-if
placed in the correct
position and adjusted °
and perfectly aligned
they will run and work
but just let something
glip the least bit and
they quit.What we need wmor
of are folks that are
like wrist watches--0Ones
that will work in any
pesition.VWe must always
remember that life must
be & series of compro-
miges.l do not mean by
this that we are to
sacrifice a fundamental
principle or allow for
gshoddy or locse morals
and conauct.As a rule we
are in agreement on the
great truths but differ

we differ and become not

|
1o

is etlill raging and killing
that there are hundreds of
diseases 10 De conguered
and countless thousands of
inventions needed.3ut you
say there is very little g
glory and honor outside
the militery field.I grant
that in the past the mili
tary heroes have had the
largest monuments and the
mest space in the historieg
But which means most in
your life and mineNapoleon
standing with folded arms
and ster o countenance
trying to see through the
smoke and haze of the battd
which pile of dead was the
largest or thedcctor that
gubmitted to the bite of
& fever infected mosguito
3 t G . = 1 r e’
igwo¥é%§rfgngr§%%0%gg %gith
of aestruction the other
the faith of service.One
meant the ultimate destru
ction of all that Tresisted

)

18 ,
disloyal but unloval ouer
the non-essential small
things of life.You have kn
known of people having
been killed and much hatre@
engendered over a few feet
of land that grew only
briars and Pbushes.Tcday
we are 8till allowing
the small things of life
to make us unhappy and
miserable.After all are
we not very much like the
six blind men who went to
see the elephant———eo
Do we not get a different
angle on the same great
truth and cling te cur
narrow conception claiming
that the other fellow has
not seen the truth because
he did not see our same
view?

I heard & man tell s
stery of a dog-just g dog
& fox hound.Thig hound had
gTown old and could not

|
I

keep up with the pack in

14 1
the other the preserving
and lengthening of human
life.

About 1910 tne radio
had made enough progress
to be a real rival of the |,
telepnone co.A group of
engineers wes called in
congultaticn by the tel
ephone co, and tuey told
the management tunat for
<5000 for experimental
WOrk toey woulda agree to
talk for five hundred miles
by raaic or for 100000
they would span the atla
ntic.They had faith in tie
gbility.The management sh
owed their faith by voting
the larger amount.ln oct.
1915 nearly fourteen yrs
ago the voice crossed the
Atlantic.Their faith exten
ded further then this
however,.They had faith
that service to all parts
of Europe znd eventually
to all perts of the earth }

&5
could be made a reality.
Today you are as near to
your friend in any
Luropean city as your
nearest telephone.
But there is a greatex

. faith than this.The faith
x 0f eur fathers-the faith
~that gives us a gliupse

of of the hereafter aznd m
makes us know tht all is
well here-that our labors
are not in vain-faith in

. - God-a faith that cannot,-
Qe shattered. 4

A standerd that I
would wish vou to make
extra strongin your life
is named responsibility.
I woula have you to cut if
with an extra measure
because it will be triea
80 many times.Sowmeone has
sald that everycne who
will take responsibility
must als@ shoulder the
responsibility of nine

IR*)
the chaseso was left at
home.But one beautiful
moonlit night with the
frost in the air the cowner
decided to go for a chase
"Whenthe dogs were being
turned out" 80 the master
gald"0ld Texaslovked into
his eyes and said master
let me go tonbght.No Texas
you are too old you will
only be in the way.But
let me go pleaded Texas
I'1l do my best.lI'LL be &
good sport.lt is such a
beautiful night.Master
let me go.5% Texas was a
allowed to go.After a while
we heard the dogs strike
a trail.We listened while
they chased the fex.A deep
note indicated that Texas
was coming along but behind
As we stood on @ little
rise we saw the fox pass
near by and soon the hounds
Came along in hot pursuit.

a0
After they passed I listen
to old Texas coming up
behind.True to his every
treining and traditions
following the trail.As he
came into the moonlight
of the little clearing
I could hear him breathing
heavily .He pushed on otut
staggered.then straightene
and went ahead stumbled
over a-littie-hole and laic
gtill.I rzan to him and
gathered BimkX him in my
arms but c¢ld Pexas had hal
his last chase 1 buried hil
there.l never pass that wa;
without stopping and going
to his grave I stand with
hat off and bowed head and
say"0O God make me as faith
ful and as loyal to the
things for which I was
intended as Old Texas was
to things for which he was
intended"Only a dog-a fox
hound-but faithful and 1oy
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to the best in life as
he had known until death.
One day when I was about
thirteen years old my
brother sent me with the
wagon and teeaw 1O the w
woods t0 cul a new setl

of standarde.l made a good

with all it seems until

I came 10 the last one.
For thnis one 7t pickea

a long straight sapling
and cut it down.Since 1t
was such a nice long
straight one I cut it
quite a bit longer than

I haet cut the others--
gave 1t an extra measure
80 t0 speak.When I arrived
at the fiela I had to
enter through a gate with
high posts and a Cross
bar at the top.lmagine

my consternation when
this last standard

gtruck this cross bar and
tore it from the posis.

You may imagine that I

8till laughs at me about

PP |
never heard the last of t
this.ly brother even today

this occurrence.l never
tndnk of this stendard
B8X now without wanting to
name it service.lot
because it tore down a
useless cross bar but
because of the extre
maasure I had put into it
Just in this same way I
would have you cut the
standard c¢f service in your
life-as long as it is str
alght. .

I have placed the stan
darda of service last but
just as I cut the whole
set at the same time so
must you hew your standards
side by slde-~but service
is the final standard by
ghich your life will be te

¢sted.le hear at this ti
of year a great deal aoou%e
SUCCess and what it means

tOo some it is the gaining
- )
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of fame-to some the accum
ulation of money etc.-but
to me a life is successful
insofar as it has served
humanity.Count that life
a fallure that passes this
way and leaves no more
than it found. i
1 gtood one afternoon

“at sunsetand looked over

a famlliar scene-one that
I had known in childhood,
The master painterspread a
picture across the western
sky.Ahs 1 watchea this
wonderiul pancrame I heard
a soul crying from a pain
wiacked body for relief.

I heard the doctor try with

words and deeds to sgoothe
and make easy the few
remeining daye.l went with
this man of medicine over
roads almost impassable and
dangerous to minister to

a2 blood poiscned man.I

saw him take a manglea

hand of a man blinded and

o4

old and work with it so
that even the few remaining
years might be made more
joyful.Heg did this not so
much for the money he
received as for the service
he could renuer. RAARE
Here they ®it tondght —
Of course you take a
pride in them.They have
their standards well on
the way to completion.
They are the ones to to
take the place of respon
gibility in tie future.
You have gulded them in the
making of their standards
with the idea that as you
shed the cloak ©f respon
gibility it will fall
upon their shoulders and
be accepted as was the
clecak of Elijah when it
fell upon the shoulders
of Elisha in the olden

days.
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James Barry in the
Little Minister says that
a dalry is book into which
we expect to write one
gtory and end by writing
another and the humblest
nour of our existence is
when we compare whasv we
have written with what
we expected to write.
Let me paraphrase this-
Your life 18 & new DoOKk
into which ycu expect one
gtory and you will end by
writing another AR&EX
But may I plead with you
to make the story such
& one that when you com-
pare it with the one you
had expected to write that
no blush of shame will
tinge your cheeks or
regrets tug at your

heartstrings.
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