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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Special Collections Library 

Department of Library Special Collections 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 

 

 
MSS 83   BRYAN, Fannie Morton, 1870-1965 

 

Descriptive Inventory 
 

2 boxes.  27 folders.  424 items.  1860-1958.  Originals. 
 

1965.3.2 
 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

 

 Fannie Morton Bryan was born June 6, 1870 to William Bryan (1842-1924) and 
Sarah G. (Weller) Bryan (1845-1925) of Russellville, Kentucky.  William Bryan owned a 
dry goods store, was a photographer and jointly with J.L. Starks marketed the Stark’s 
Patented Shears.  The Bryans had three other children: Ida (1865-1885); Fred W. 
(1867?-19??); and Frank Bryne (1880-1948?). 
 An 1888 Logan County for Young Ladies graduate, Fannie Bryan served as 
principal for the Logan Female College’s primary and preparatory departments after the 
turn of the century.  A frequent Mammoth Cave visitor and Chautauqua participant at 
Lake Chautauqua, New York, Bryan also traveled to Niagara Falls, Quebec and 
Montreal.  She taught first grade in Russellville until her retirement in 1940.  She died on 
January 2, 1965, and was buried in Russellville’s Maple Grove Cemetery. 
 

Biographical Notes 
The Collection 

Logan Female’s College bulletins 
Auburn News, January 1965 

Russellville News-Democrat, June 11, 1964 
January 1965, February 3, 1965 

 
COLLECTION 

 

 Received from Fannie Morton Bryan’s estate, the collection includes Bryan’s 
personal correspondence, 1885-1955; Logan Female College trustees minutes, 1860-
1869; Russellville Methodist Episcopal Church financial records, 1863-1889; and the 
business papers for the Stark’s Patented Shears, 1887-1890.  Of particular interest are 
Fannie Bryan’s diaries, 1889-1895, which detail Russellville social life.  Postcards and 
souvenir pamphlets document Montreal, Quebec, New Orleans and Lake Chautauqua, 
New York. 
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SHELF LIST 

 
BOX 1          
 
Folder 1 Descriptive Inventory and biographical 

information 
  

Folder 2 Correspondence, including postcards Aug.21, 1885-  
Nov.17, 1913 
 

32 items 

Folder 3 Diary (original, photocopy and 
typescript) 

Jan. 1-Mar. 16, 1889  
 

1 item 
 

Folder 4 Diary and items found within (original, 
photocopy and typescript) 

July 15, 1889-  
Jan. 24, 1895 

4 items 

Folder 5 Funeral invitations 1881-1894 22 items 

Folder 6 Logan Female College programs, 
faculty photo and bulletins 

1884-1888, 1904, 
1918, n.d. 

8 items 

Folder 7 Chautauqua, NY programs, photos, 
postcards, etc. 

Aug. 26, 1889;  
Aug. 1902; 1906 

12 items 

Folder 8 New Orleans, Montreal and Quebec 
souvenir pamphlets and postcards 

1905, 1913 24 items 

Folder 9 Social invitations, calling cards and 
valentines 

1863-1902 9 items 

Folder 10 Eastern Star speeches and paper 1913-1914 6 items 

Folder 11 Statements, contract, roof repair 
papers, medical records & personal 
checks 

[ca. 1875?] 
1911-1953 

34 items 

Folder 12 Correspondence 1952-1955 14 items 

Folder 13 Poetry, song lyrics and tombstone 
inscriptions 

n.d. 15 items 

Folder 14 Miscellaneous, including 1927 Andrews 
passport 

1909, 1910, 1927;  8 items 
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BOX 2 
 
Folder 1 Russellville Female Institute, Southern 

Kentucky Female College Institute, and 
Russellville Female Academy board 
minutes 

1860-1869 1 item 

Folder 2 Methodist Episcopal Church account 
book and church building committee 
records 

1863-1865; 
1882-1889 

2 items 

Folder 3 Methodist Episcopal Church parsonage 
receipts 

July 15, 1868- 
Sept. 15, 1870 

12 items 

Folder 4 Russellville Presbyterian Church 
subscription for Rev. A.D. Tadcock to 
preach once monthly 

1882 1 item 

Folder 5 Ida Bryan, William Bryan and G.S. Vick 
miscellaneous letters and papers 

1869-1920 9 items 

Folder 6 Notes to William Bryan 1878-1885 8 items 

Folder 7 Bryan & Starks business papers 1887 21 items 

Folder 8 Bryan & Starks business papers 1888-1890 22 items 

Folder 9 Peter G. Wooten’s business papers 1883-1885 15 items 

Folder 10 Russellville Methodist Temple bulletins,  
Sesquicentennial Celebration pamphlet, 
photo and related items 

1942-1944; 
1952, 1958 

56 items 

Folder 11 F.B. Bryan estate correspondence Dec. 9, 1948- 
Jan.8, 1954 

6 items 

Folder 12 Clippings – Biographical 1960 5 items 

Folder 13 Photographs of Bryan family members 
and friends 

[1885?], 1891-1898, 
1924 

77 items 
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CATALOG CARD 

 

MSS BRYAN, Fannie Morton, 1870-1965 1860-1958 
83 
  Diaries, 1889-1895, correspondence, 1885- 

1955, photographs, and related items of Bryan, 
 a Russellville, Kentucky debutante and school  

teacher.  Includes Logan Female College records,  
1860-1869, and Russellville Methodist Episcopal  
Church records, 1863-1889. 

  2 boxes.  27 folders.  506 items.  
  1965.3.2 
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 

 

Administration of estates, 1948-1954 B2,F11 
Advertising – Newspaper, 1887 B2,F7 
Allensville – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3,4 
Andrews, Lena (Raetz), 1870-1935 B1,F3-4,11 
Andrews, Lena (Raetz), 1870-1935 – Photos, 1927 B1,F11 
Andrews, Phillip C., 1870-1935 B1,F3-4,11 
Andrews, Phillip C., 1870-1935 – Photos, 1927  B1,F11 
Attorney generals, 1884 B2,F9 
Balls (Parties), 1885 B2,F5 
Bethel College – Russellville, 1889-1894  B1,F3-4 
Blackface entertainers, 1902 B1,F2 
Bloomingdale & Co. – Philadelphia, 1884  B2,F9 
Boats and boating, 1902 B1,F2 
Books – Purchase of, 1883-1884  B2,F9 
Bradshaw, Sidney Ernest B1,F4 
Bradshaw, Sidney Ernest – Photos B1,F13 
Brown, Birdie (Gill), 1871-1966 B1,F3-4 
Bryan & Starks, Russellville, 1887-1890  B2,F7,8  
Bryan, Fannie Morton, 1870-1965 – Photos B1,F6,7; B2,F13 
Bryan, Frank Byrne, 1880-1948? – Estate of, 1948-1954 B2,F11 
Bryan, Fred W., b. 1867? 
Bryan, Ida, 1865-1885 B1,F2; B2,F5,13 
Bryan, Ida, 1865-1885 – Photos B2,F13 
Bryan, Sarah G. (Weller), 1845-1925 B1,F3-4 
Bryan, William, 1842-1924  B1,F4; B2,F5-8 
Bryan, William, 1842-1924 – Photos B2,F13 
Calhoun, Mary C. – Speech extract, 1909 B1,F14 
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Cameras – Stereoscopic, 1907 B2,F5 
Canada – Travel and description, 1906 B1,F4 
Chautauqua, 1902  B1,F2,7 
Chautauqua – Photographs, 1902 B1,F7 
Christmas, 1889 B1,F4 
Church architecture – Russellville, 1882-1889  B2,F2 
Church bulletins, 1942-1944, 1958 B2,F10 
Church fundraising – Russellville, 1882-1889  B2,F2 
Church records and registers – Russellville, 1864-1865, 1882-1889  B2,F1 
Cincinnati, Ohio – Travel and description, 1889  B1,F4 
Circus – Comments about, 1890  B1,F4 
Circus – Photos B2,F13 
Clergy – Residence, 1868-1870  B2,F3 
Clergy – Salaries, 1883 B2,F4,9 
Cleveland, Stephen Grover, Pres. U.S., 1837-1908 – Comments about, 1887 
Clubs – Russellville, 1889-1895  B1,F3-4 
Colleges and universities – Russellville B1,F3-4,6; B2,F1 
Commercial agents, 1884  B2,F9 
Commercial agents, 1887-1890 B2,F7-8 
Courtship, 1889-1895 B1,F3-4 
Diaries, 1889-1895 – Bryan, Fannie Morton, 1870-1965 B1,F3-4 
Dobbs, Charles – Comments about, 1889-1890  B1,F3-4 
Dry goods – Prices, 1911, 1913  B1,F11 
Estates, 1948-1954 B2,F11 
Evansville, Indiana – Travel and description, 1889 B1,F4 
Farms and farming – Virginia, 1887  B2,F7 
Fritzon, John Edgar – Comments about, 1889-1895 B1,F4 
Funeral invitations – Russellville, 1881-1894 B1,F5 
Funerals – Russellville, 1889, 1894 B1,F3,4 
Gill, Joe P., 1862-1947 – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
Griffin, William Woodfin – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3-4 
Guthrie – Railroads, 1889  B1,F3-4 
Harding, P. W. – Correspondence with, 1884 B1,F9 
Holidays, 1889-1895 B1,F3-4 
Honeymoon – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
House furnishings, 1868 B2,F3 
Houses – Maintenance and repair, 1952  B1,F11 
Knights of Husbandry, 1883 B2,F9 
Lake Chautauqua, New York – Travel and description, 1889, 1902, 1906 B1,F2,7 
Leap Year Ball, 1885 B2,F5 
Leases – Property, 1929 B1,F11 
Logan College, 1918 B2,F5 
Logan College faculty – Photos, 1904 B1,F6 
Logan College for Young Ladies  B1,F6 
Logan County 
Logan Female College, 1884-1889 B1,F3-4,6 
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Logan Female College Company  B2,F1 
Mammoth Cave, 1896, 1901 B1,F2 
Mammoth Cave – Photographs, production of, 1907, 1919 B2,F5 
Mammoth Cave – Tourism, 1919  B2,F5 
Marriage – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3-4 
McCuddy, Fergus – Photos. 1895  B2,F13 
Medical records, 1944 B1,F11 
Merchants – Prices, 1911, 1913  B1,F11 
Methodist Episcopal  Church , 1864-1865, 1882-1889  B2,F2,9 
Methodist Temple, Russellville, 1942-1944, 1958 B2,F10 
Methodist Temple, Russellville – Photos  B2,F10 
Minstrels, 1902, 1903 B1,F2 
Montague, Ed – Comments about, 1889  B1,F3 
Montreal – Travel and description, 1902-1906 B1,F2,6 
Morris, Winlock – Comments about, 1889, 1890, 1893  B1,F4 
Morton, David, 1833-1898  B2,F1-2,9,10 
Newspapers – Advertising, 1887  B2,F7 
Niagara Falls – Travel and description, 1889 B1,F4 
Nichaus, John – Comments about, 1889-1890, 1893 B1,F3-4 
Order of the Eastern Star – Russellville, 1913-1914 B1,F10 
Passports, 1927 B1,F14 
Perkins, J. Mack B1,F9 
Piper, Neva (Garretson), 1870-1949 – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3-4 
Potter, Herschel – Photos, 1895  B2,F13 
Power of attorney B2,F7-8 
Presbyterian Church – Russellville, 1882 B2,F4 
Prices, 1911, 1913 B1,F11 
Quebec – Travel and description, 1906 B1,F2,8 
Raetz, Mary S. (Weller), 1843-1912 B1,F9 
Raetz, Mary S. (Weller), 1843-1912 – Comments about, 1889-1890, 1894  
Railroads – Guthrie, 1889  B1,F3-4 
Riley, Spurgeon – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
Rodes, Alice (McCutchen) – Comments about, 1893-1895 B1,F4 
Roofs – Maintenance and repair, 1952 B1,F11 
Rose, Samuel J., 1865?-19?? – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
Russellville 
Russellville – Bethel College, 1889-1894  B1,F3-4 
Russellville – Businesses, 1887-1890 B2,F7-9 
Russellville – Church architecture, 1882-1889 B2,F2 
Russellville – Churches B1,F3,4; B2,F1-4,10 
Russellville – Churches – Methodist, 1942-1944, 1958  B2,F10 
Russellville – Churches – Methodist Episcopal, 1864-1865, 1882-1889 B2,F2 
Russellville – Churches – Presbyterian, 1882 B2,F4 
Russellville – Clubs, 1889  B1,F4 
Russellville – Clubs – Order of the Eastern Star, 1913-1914  B1,F10 
Russellville – Colleges and universities B1,F3,4,6; B2,F1 
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Russellville – Eastern Star, 1913-1914, n.d. B1,F10 
Russellville Female Academy, 1865-1869 B2,F1 
Russellville Female Institute, 1860-1863  B2,F1 
Russellville – Funeral invitations, 1881-1894 B1,F5 
Russellville – Funerals, 1889, 1894 B1,F3-4 
Russellville – Merchants, 1883-1884 B2,F9 
Russellville – Schools B1,F3-4,6; B2,F1 
Russellville – Social life and customs, 1889-1895 B1,F3-4 
Russellville – Teachers and teaching B1,F6 
Sandidge, Allen – Comments about, 1890-1894 B1,F4 
Sandidge, Ed – Comments about, 1893-1894 B1,F4 
Scissors and shears B2,F7-9 
Scissors and shears – Patents, 1887 B2,F7-8 
Schools – Russellville B1,F3-4,6; B2,F1 
Southern Kentucky Female Collegiate Institute, 1864-1865 B2,F1 
Standard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, 1884-1885  B2,F9 
Starks, J. L.  B2,F7-8 
Starks’, Patented Shears  B2,F7-8 
Stereoscopic cameras, 1907 B2,F5 
Stivers, M. H. B2,F7-8 
Tadcock, A. D. B2,F4 
Teachers and teaching – Russellville B1,F6 
Tolbott, W. M. B2,F7 
Tourist trade – Employees  B2,F5 
Transportation, 1889-1894  B1,F3-4 
Travel and description – Canada, 1906  B1,F2 
Travel and description – Cincinnati, Ohio, 1889  B1,F4 
Travel and description – Evansville, Indiana, 1889 B1,F4 
Travel and description – Lake Chautauqua, New York, 1889, 1902, 1906 B1,F2,7 
Travel and description – Montreal, 1902, 1906  B1,F2,8 
Travel and description – Niagara Falls, 1889 B1,F4 
Travel and description – Quebec, 1906  B1,F2,8 
Travel and description – Virginia, 1887 B2,F7 
Trimble, Henry Leland, 1869-1947 – Comments about, 1889-1890 B1,F3-4 
Valentines, 1902, n.d. B1,F2,9 
Vaudeville, 1902 B1,F2 
Vick, G. S. B2,F5 
Virginia – Economy, 1887  B2,F7 
Virginia – Farms and farming, 1887  B2,F7 
Virginia – Travel and description, 1887  B2,F7 
Weddings – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
Wilkins, Sidney – Comments about, 1889 B1,F3 
Williams, Mot – Comments about, 1889, 1893  B1,F3-4 
Wooten, Peter G., 1831-1913 B2,F9 
Young Ladies Aid Society, Russellville – Comments about, 1889 B1,F4 
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SEE and SEE ALSO CARDS 

 

Architecture 
 See also:   

   Church Architecture 
 
Eastern Star 

See: 
   Order of the Eastern Star 

 
Excursion agents 
 See also:  

   Travel trade – Employees 
 
Garretson, Neva, 1870-1949 
 See: 

   Piper, Neva (Garretson), 1870-1949 
 
McCutchen, Alice 
 See: 

   Rodes, Alice (McCutchen) 
 
Raetz, Lena, 1870-1935 
 See: 

   Andrews, Lena (Raetz), 1870-1935 
 
Russellville Female Academy, 1865-1869 
 See also:  

   Russellville Female Institute, 1860-1863 
    Southern Kentucky Female Collegiate Institute, 1864-1865 
 
Russellville Female Institute, 1860-1863 
 See also:  

   Russellville Female Academy, 1865-1869 
    Southern Kentucky Female Collegiate Institute, 1864-1865 
 
Southern Kentucky Female Collegiate Institute, 1864-1865 
 See also:  

   Russellville Female Institute, 1860-1863 
       Russellville Female Academy, 1865-1869 
 
Weller, Mary S. “Mollie”, 1843-1912 
 See: 
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   Raetz, Mary S. (Weller), 1843-1912 
 

Jeffrey   10/08/2012 
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