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A scuiplure of the human ligare (Aading
ot an absiract eculpiure ¢ iha human
Frgura {Davia Smnhj are coin & par of
e lawicon of &t |t seems 2 me Lhal
g principal differencs belwesn these
and 6 sculpture of, 3y, B tompol B ohe
of mnies: The Hsues, problema, ot
rariEn sderdially (he same The
iNisrEating Iing. hosennge, I uEing
polteny wE3ssls 88 Soulplurg, § that
poTiEry CANES B Sonsthntal level of
soc! and Culural Sguficinse which
SEEMS 10 slay wilh (B8 Wi A5 LR
fgw 1ar i sireys from (ne fealm of Ihé
wiilaran,

Ceramics has alweys maos
subsiantial conceesions 1z Ihe idea e
furclon and wbliry both technigally and
aesthetically, Even in ioday's world
wiere funchonpl ceramas ara no ongar
a Ageassity for gusvival, many af those
CORSASSHNE continua 10 be maoe oub of
habis ‘WAaare he mein lunction of &
peramic chject bacaomey paslhoel e
Issues s=ch 28 Wagilily, porasily,
sanitary glazes, use al aon-tosd-sals
matenals, become siricily & matie ol
ehoice — M2 Choice Deing Mads in tha
inl=vest of sesihatc conlan

Hawng mada the change from strictiy
funcizonal wors o (hal shame iunchon
5. ol besl. ncidesial, I've been able 40
mong ety evpenmont with non-
triitional soriaces and
wertnmues With the new work, | want
e mvastgaie the cilloronco botween
decoration and salaco contonl; also the
Idea ol B cerams vedsel A8 nath
parzonal a8y conilempdrary o8l
melapaar.

All my wairk 8 o iesd Babanin 808
and 1125 cealigrede (law [ré
earthenwars rangej <sing comimeicial
undarglaze colaranis and a kin ang
burnars ¢l my own design; (Ria in this
interost o achiaving unigue surfaces
and golors which are. for me, & more
prseail sapression. Mos! pecas ara
liied @ mumber ol limes ol diferont

lomporatures 10 gthipva 1he varous
elteein. Bocause of this degres ol
complamity the pieces are more Irag.ie
thas wowld be erpecied of a utilizanan
Pl Consequentty any previnus
guirfndess saoprdng ihe loncthon and
Qutadil ty of My wink are hareby
Rt ]

Aonast Figna



Kilning Us Soitly:
The Arnt ard Assthefics
of Robert Flyan

In any pensd arlists fres the aalidn of
damsg Lo Things they ¢an hold g
rigidly o 1he caneantions gnd fradilicns
of the pasi or they can edvanca
apacelysiically, custing themssives oH
from precsdeni lo masa a ned and
radical stalamenl. |t should coms s no
Eurprise to siudaniz of madarnism that
ihe art produced inthe 20th century
has put an aoccalyplic coat owsr some
pratly coneervativa loundatian
garments A in 1055 century fas been
a series of radical declarations
disguising whal is lurning cul 1o be, in
retrospoct, o devalcpment that is bath
less chisrupiive &nd mare bnesr than s
bl haw [Rereahl gl Lesl

I gdan'l son Lhis apparont contrdicien
a8 a pioblam for contempornsy adfisis
whi fany Fave Bhe Advantise af a
lenglhy laok Bask aver the 85 o 50 add
yaars of Lhis cantury. Whie ouf
fomamia dispoddon may fing
apocalypse mors appealing Lhan
accomodatan, aur pracles has besa
mara inclined i0 raverss |Ne laagencies

| conzder Ezsa Pound. the Amencan
sormn and (aen Edropaanieed modern
poel 10 o2 among Lhe most
gsophislcatod asslhativians of e 20
century. His daclaration g make it
e’ has assemed 1ha weight of a
moral impstalive and in some circlas
has secmed o hivo attached the
threateming ecko, T8f glse  Thore wane
addilional echoes that Pound's poatry
and cribgism made apparant, oven il his
siridenl aphorsm dida’t, Pound
appeansd to hdve sprung fullsbad e
from Lhe forehead o modernism, bul
hig ar satenively ussd ihe pas,
pernEps &ven 1o the fevel ol raverance
He took 1Rs best aspecis of ancient
Crlental and Eurapsan sensibalily ang
married 1ham o the Mot aggressiye

and provocative sides of Haorh
Amarcan cullure Characlenstically, he
deits mhrasivo and sublle al the Eama
lime Inzulling and secunieg tho raader
insc= & singla peem H's 102
sambinatian 1hil seems 1@ be at the
nean ol medarnigm ang il may B9 ke
movemeant's cenfial necomplishment;
tha slag i the face and the Cargss
traging iha lengih of the nock became
a7 &nd the SEMEe QRatum

I've tekan lime 1o write abeul Paund's
modernism because | aee i M8
ceramic &rl of Aogsa Flysna
continuation of 11's mosl challznging
a7a mast problamatic espects Flynn
can alsn be abrasive anc charm-ng and
I'm Indulging in aspecis al his
parsanality only bocawea | think nes an
mitnifests exacky ihose gualities
Flgnn's pols ar dazeling and infurialing
At the sama fimo and altempling to
sepnrale oul which elomonts mase the
Wit angry dr pleased 5 an imafation
1o oo on @ fapl'y grangd of somo
conzidaranlo scope Ard dusiiion,

Flynr 8 fcutely aware ol hig relakion
iz European modesrism and ol |he
veays 1 which [he Eurepean sansibilily
has shapad — and comlinuas (o shapo
— artistiz actwity In Narth America. [t's
a parsizient inlluance with which he pes
lith= patiencs.

“Each wne we get & syslem that

slarts 1o wark we Edropeancee (|, We
siart talking aboul 1ne celicala
aesthetic and tha sophisticated
nuanca gt things. | {fand o fall back
on tochnigal gglutions Pm learning 10
Lig are gricst and mol anly o orafis-
s, Wo can lsams an immenss

wmeurt] rem Evropean cullure sy
we San’l nesd ilg contont,”

Flynn's paisomal doesciption of his
rxpeeeErde with sradition and of (he
actinn necessary 1S free firnsad] Trarm i
wiight = not aaly coe arhist's
]}fl}ﬂitﬂf‘."ll]l‘l'l Bl sriikes Mo as% 3
EIMRIEgQY naCessary [ar all Bri-sts wno

ara interested rmakirg sanifigan] work,

I had 8 =anse that rigniness 2nd
propomess in the making of an
oojpcl 'was 2 physical areinmen —
thet wnd af a rainbow scmewnere —
and thal parfeciion was samething
that could be reachsd. When it broka
dewn for ma o broke dovwn pretly
vialertly | go='t know exactly how |
d:3 it, | kind of wish | @id, But whal i
Il behing was vory lithe | was sure
af, The ssue became one of geting
na of the propar wavg ol mahing
thimga — Insgawing . Glizing,
dacorating. the airecturnl Iul;hnlquEE
| staried goendg Lhraugh (hesa rules
and | ihraw away everdhing 1hal
obvipusty d-dn'l make ssize Thern
ware B0 Many kneejerk responges
going info therm | gdan't snow whal
was righl. 5o | had fa ihraw away
evarything | could 14ink ol and I'm
still lnling mew thifgs 10 throw
away What was el aver is no
Innger . avoigs any kend of
sreaigh tine, avcids any kind ol
lradilGrdl bechriguo which iz easily
repedlable and plays ngid sitecidras
Againg) solf Slruciutes, So you know
fne. banka gt the longion sUll goes
) F

Flyan's response 19 whal Be calls
“livg hatlly gl the lension” has baen
ungdmpramising and gccantric, |n ke
fasl gighioon months ho has msdo fow
peots LRl Bre similas and, in fecl has
gesfarad Lnal e dossn’| kndw whiel s
gtz are o, and bayand Lhal hes
admisted thet, " apn' Znas wral 'm
for " This admission hes acimng o oo
with agslhetic sloppinsess — Fiynn can
mase tecnnically sup=ro pols. and can
use gizzes pracizaly — bul it dass have
to do with 3 condibnn of willad
aclaclicism. am openngss 10
a=parimenialen and the vaganies ol
change, 11 alsa indicatos o haalihy
malerance far fmilure. In o Fundamenta
wivy, Flyrnn is ongagad in g Sentinual
predess o fesihugic soll-sabbotago
Flyrim 1g nat anly fully awane af 1Be

rgks involved In his aesthelc aoproach,
bui ha sooms to taka a ceram dagree
ol gamlign in the urpregictakility 1has
Sligs in bohind Thore 7 ue .;!q|.ni|_a'::,l el
100 srany irang ire e firm, bub i tika
Samacad Living K learn oaliot by
l=atming ane resvement perfectly and
then maiing &% 1 e oxl mospres],
I doean’l always work and i never
wWorks for me | ook jusl B B0
sludy =i ar sevEn Lthings al once, "

i's imporlant to realize 1hal o
modarmat 5 by his vary nature Dok
sentimantal and opporunistic Ful
crudaly ha's ke Kind ol asizt who rapss
the culiural past anc gHerwards =
ganvinaly remorsalul aooul 158 sclivity
Flynm s nwame of thal gan of hiz maye-
up and aspeciglly aware 1nal the
rmgdiprnisl walks a datiate and offan
calh EdlciGey (56 bobwdan 1FE Iwo
canditions Al SR pair o ednuersalion
he's likely 1a be an advocitle ol lhe
|:||5|'IJ|:II!|'.|'E'. s wary hard lor g i
mEka aomelfng cold Gogiase fnd
rough. FAeally hare | m acdicles 1a
preity mirgs, U'moaddicied 1o the
emaoth and Lhe neat and tha
vilepivous. | hawe to fight i1 canstantly
I'd like ko make soma Frankenslen
pots "' Then lzl2s in tha sams nteraes
ha #ill transform his monstar inle e
benign creatar “I'm alkays highty
cynical aboul My own molyeas, I'm
going I maka d prighter, shinier,
biggper, imorg complax, Jusl basically so
it aoing 18 Gl Attention. That's just tha
way | arm, bul i would be nice b oee it
dowr a litla bil becaysa | de ik ggmg
ihings 1hal ere nog ewd and shnowous
| would like o ba subila o fiy
obiusansss, | guass. You ko 1'd like
Lo put pink and grean logeihas bul |
think gold dota might =& pushing 1 2
lithie bit."

The pois themssives make this st
ol rigk and ouirageausness clear
enough. Flynn = meking a Yariation
caramic cbyecis: large and small



slorege |ars. l2acols, covered oasksls
wasas. platiars of various s:2as mnd
fropnies. They can Desi 02 cescribed m
a lzrm he coned hemzell “the nealiinic
carogus.’ 11's & term [hal perfeatly
copturas the antegonisic impulsas IhEl
are Informing Ris work, POl simply. ine
slruggle 15 belween aspecis ol |be
Litrbarie and he rofined and Flynn
Bimsll i o adyverin o gontining this
Sty within a Sulharnl framewnork, a
Senegizs thal beging o indizati e
azgalial aclecticiam, nol only of Flyan's
woik, but of me rrodarnis] anjerprise me
well 'l bk eruge Lhings win bezublul
geslgas on lnem.'' fe says, ' think
cames oul o my Celia hardaga ™

It 6lz= comes oul of the inapinag
fechnalagy’’ of the 2810 century. 3
fechnolagy thal has found its head
olfice in Marth Amerioa. Flynn is
enpmeurcd of hot rod fechrclegy and
approvingly quotes Tom Walls, pop
culiure’s sminence blanche, gn the
pieasivly nfluence of hor rads and
meosn signs. While he hasn' said &0
direcily, li's a3la 16 assume that wars
e to Brvisien e gecond comang o
Ganghls Khan ang his hordas, Flyna
Would imagine ihs new wave of
barbansm in meta-flake fuel dragsters
burning out egross Lhe Alps on ihe
reon gresn light fram a Mational Hot
Aod Asscoistion  Christmas tres,”

If you look at one gl Flar's largs
iIroehieg you el tha idea: pedasials
Pl Ieage e, piled e on top ol
ine aifter wifl faud eails of clay rhat Inok
lke nose pngs ‘or & multi-caloured Sull
in the China shep ol raddicnal ceramae
ExpfESSOn. Tha suflace of IRE porg @
lkely 13 atfer 3 canlusion af nch asae
colour — pinks. blues, purples and
magenias — tha =ind ol high-tech
irridpgenncd you el whan you mis
pEasling and water "Th[-.!,r'n: h-lﬂhl'IE.I;h
like drigsléers are higastech,” Flyn-says.
15 ke tekirg & S00 forsd-poves
mass-procucad englna and turning it

a

info an B0 horsepowst monastrosdy,
wilh gold &nd chrome and pin-striping
Trat interests ma. "’

I1's 1hrs ascinafion which
dislinguishes his #ork ‘rom Lha
traditional cbjects of Eurnpaan and,
particularly, Oriental cultura: '
constantly play «ith the god In ne
rrshira, And the Borgans would say
il dp o mg Wour pois ook ke you igeg
mushines & reughly fhe way it wiuld
fransiafe Thei pods looked laa shoy
lawsd Lhie earth My pots ook, e 1
Iawesd the mectine "

iIt's waorlh neting v passing (nal
Fiynn is cantempleows ol the  hum ble-
wiorkar-in-clay ' 2esthetic 1nal nas bean
tre slock-ond-trade of ceramegiata for
cerfaries ' My teachar used 1o 5ay thal
he was rodhng bol 2 humble
graltsman Well 1hal bumble crafisman
eold teapols for 3350 e 1955 Tha
didr't s0m very humhlo tome. " &t the
sarmia tirme, b2 is 2 slrong advosaio of
gopRinbiculoa areiting ram
unespecied sourced “The laci s ihe
people if this culluie are rol
zesthalically diterale. | et farmeis’
sanz In ciass end thay ksoa 5 lof sboot
whai's right anag Wrang whan ol put
wisual hings 1agether. '’ Flynnis a of o
an iconeclast here and ihe imagss he's
breaking are as mudn ~i§ own creations
as ary he's innaraa from tha caramig
frazibon. Ha comes rom a olue collar
managemgni Eckaround; b i
patienlly asd humbly building irem
scratch a rare motarcyele and has
Pirnsal! beea successlad i he pot
imarat.’” althoudn his relezal fo stay
with amy ol 1he good [hings ne's
discavered has meds him an
Inconsistenl markst pressnce|

The new pols could easily changa
[hig inconstancy. Thay ara ao duirky —
and | mean this a5 praise — and so
intnguirgly deccrajad 1hat | can imagine
igm agpealing 1o the mos! adeanced
pogi-medarnists, those rummagens

among jhe aitic graces and basemen|
naunls of Rislary's asathelic siyles
Wimle Flynn's wark has nothing asaul il
thiat aapiies lawarnds [he monumanial, |
fhiek @l o 3= baing pariecily
complematiary wilh IRs |ha Des)
excesses el an archidect ke Micheal
Graves of wuin ine less wibalen
charachariatca ol Kanny Scharl's
CUSIQmiZEa eppliances

Flynn 1z unarringly ¢gnjarmporéry and
i pols loak mest fighi, i fha
slatemen| dosan'l seat o0 pRrvErss —
wihen they look most wrorg, The wark
Ras a quality 1hal makea you rezpect i
awvgn whizn you don't ike 15, Flynn likes
1o geece 1hings logether — pots
muolarcyoies. aven gesihetic Iheorios —
and ha likes not to hide he varous
oars and their wisual relationshigs
Whan shay wars well, as do his leapons,
s diflicult plasters and finally, s
wingad pols — thay arg complaiely
convinging One & he wingad polks
loaks as I TRe Viciary ar Samoinrece
hed dacided 10 changs hefssil into &
pol, li's & disarming wranzfarmation and
somehow an sppropeiela one. Tha
mind's eye picking up echoas from th
past, re-ihinkirg them, making Ham
nEw

Hpbart Ennghil,
Sopiemiior 1555

RatnAd Eanghl wos the We=nrn
Carrnspardent for CBLC. Stered Mammmg
Ireen THEQ B He currealy edits ARTS
BAMITOBA, contibules regularly 1o
Cangdian Arl and Macpa '§ and wiiks B9 2
Iremlanice &t criie and ceiaor
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