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Aspecte contemporane in
arhitectura si educatia de
urbanism:

Concluzii de la prima
conferinta internationala de
arhitectura si urbanism

(1.- ICAUD)

Temele 1-ICAUD

In aprilie 2012 Departamentul de Arhitectura al Universitatii Epoka
din Tirana, Albania, a sustinut prima sa conferinta de arhitectura si
urbanism (1-ICAUD). 200 de participanti provenind din 40 de tari
din intreaga lume au prezentat 140 de comunicari stiintifice si 30
de afise. Subsemnata a prezidat comitetul de organizare si a editat
alaturi de alti membri lucrarile conferintei.

Prezentdrile conferintei 1-ICAUD au fost repartizate intr-o gama
ampla de teme: istoria arhitecturii; conservare istorica; tehnologii
de constructie si materiale ecologice; spatii publice orientate
catre beneficiar; managementul constructiilor; tehnologia
informatiei in arhitecturd si designul urban; invatamantul
de arhitectura si urbanism. Cea din urma tema mentionata a
beneficiat de 18 articole care s-au concentrat in directii destul de
variate, cuprinzdnd subiecte cum ar fi pedagogia arhitecturii si
rolul arhitectului in design si in procesul de predare. Diversitatea
ideilor si a zonelor de interes ale autorilor reflecta seria vasta de
preocupdri care influenteaza profesiile legate de proiectare in
perioada contemporand. Prezentdm in continuare continutul
unor comunicdri selectionate care au abordat probleme comune
regdsite pe parcursul conferintei.

Un grup de lucrdri relateaza aspecte din evolutia programei
educatiei de proiectare in 5 tari cu contexte foarte diferite. Cu toate
cainfiecaretard, formatele simetodologiile de predare suntvariate,
in contextul globalizarii contemporane a proiectarii de arhitectura
si urbane, un numar mare de similaritati sunt prezente in mod
inevitabil. Alt grup de comunicari se concentreaza pe pedagogia
proiectarii de cladiri rezidentiale, analizand instrumente clasice de
predare cum ar fi trama, macheta si scara. Pe langa metodologiile
traditionale, alte lucrari identificd instrumente inovatoare care
apar in invatamantul de arhitectura, inclusiv jocurile de simulare si
jocul de rol. Un al treilea grup de lucrari pune in discutie problema
functiei arhitectilor - ca practicieni si ca profesori — in lumea
contemporana.

Evolutia programei educatiei de proiectare

O lucrare apartinand lui Pascariu (Romania) relateaza faptul ca
in Romania, la fel ca in alte tari europene, educatia de proiectare
urbana a fost un produs derivat al invatamantului de arhitectura
iar facultatea de urbanism de sine-statatoare a fost infiintata abia
in 1997. In cadrul facultatii, legaturile puternice cu invatamantul
de arhitectura s-au pastrat prin intermediul unui numar de cur-
suri si proiecte comune. Cu toate acestea, in perioada tranzitiei de

Contemporary Issues in
Architecture and Urban
Design Education:

1-ICAUD Themes

In April 2012, the Department of Architecture at Epoka University
in Tirana, Albania, held its First Conference on Architecture and
Urban Design (1-ICAUD). Two hundred participants from 40
countries around the world presented 140 papers and 30 posters.
This author chaired the organizing committee and co-edited the
conference proceedings.

The 1-ICAUD presentations were divided into several wide-
ranging themes: architectural history; historic preservation; green
building technologies and materials; user-friendly public spaces;
constructionmanagement;informationtechnologyinarchitecture
and urban design; and architecture and urban design education.
The latter theme drew 18 papers with a rather diverse focus,
encompassing topics from architecture pedagogy to the very role
of the architect/instructor in the design and teaching process.
The variety of the authors’ ideas and interests reflects the broad
array of concerns that affect the design professions today. | report
here on the content of a dozen selected papers which discussed
overlapping issues that echoed throughout the conference.

One group of papers provides accounts of the evolution of design
educationcurriculainfiveverydifferentcountry contexts. Although
assorted teaching formats and methodologies are encountered in
each country, with the contemporary globalization of architecture
and urban design a large number of similarities are inescapably
present. Another group focuses on residential design pedagogy,
analyzing classic teaching tools such as the grid, the model, and
the scale. In addition to traditional methodologies, other papers
highlight innovative tools that are emerging in architectural
education, including simulation games and role playing. A third
group of papers puts into question the function of architects -
both as practitioners and teachers - in the contemporary world.

Evolution of Design Education Curricula

A paper by Pascariu (Romania), reports that in Romania, as in other
European countries, urban design education has been a byproduct
of architectural education and that a separate faculty of urbanism
was not established until 1997. In this faculty, strong connections
with architectural education are preserved through a number of
common classes and projects. However, in the communism-to-
capitalism transition, the urban design and planning education
system has gone through a dynamic transformation process.
The old design-oriented approach based on the French School
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la regimul comunist la cel capitalist, sistemul de educatie in pro-
iectare urbana si urbanism a trecut printr-un proces dinamic de
transformare. Vechea abordare centrata pe proiectare, bazata pe
principiile Scolii Nationale Superioare de Arte Frumoase din Paris
(ulterior influentata de scoala germana Bauhaus), a fost trecutd in
plan secundar, iar programa a fost diversificata pentru a include
cursuri de planificare strategica, management urban, dezvoltare
regionala si administratie publica, alaturi de geografie urbana, so-
ciologie, economie si ecologie. Pe langa proiectare, procesul edu-
cational isi propune in prezent sa dezvolte deprinderi cum ar fi
lucrul in echipa, abilitatile de comunicare si negociere. in paralel,
profesia de urbanist si de designer urban si-a asumat o identitate
distincta, independenta de arhitecturd, venind in intdmpinarea
cererii de piata.

Sistemul educational de arhitectura
centrat pe proiectare

n scolile iraniene de arhitecturd, conflictul dintre caile “vechi
si “noi” poate fi observat si in lucrdrile realizate de Yazdani
si Mohammadi (Iran). Esenta schimbarii este diferitd de cea
din Romania, dar problemele prezentate in comunicari sunt
impartasite de catre profesorii de proiectare din intreaga lume.
Initial, sistemul educational de arhitectura din Iran s-a bazat tot pe
sistemul Scolii Nationale Superioare de Arte Frumoase din Paris
(asa-numita “Bouzar”in Iran — o abreviere de la “Beaux Arts”), care
se sprijinea pe doud componente fundamentale: predarea teoriei
in cadrul cursurilor si activitati de proiectare in atelier. Proiectarea
era in mod indiscutabil temelia planului de invatamant in timp
ce teoria era plasata in plan secund. Teoria si practica arhitecturii
erau considerate ca fiind doua domenii separate. Atelierele erau
concepute ca medii protejate in interiorul carora studentii erau
liberi sa experimenteze. Studentii ramaneau in cadrul aceluiasi
atelier, sub indrumarea aceluiasi profesor, pana la absolvire.
Studentii din primii ani invatau nu numai de la profesori ci si de la
studentii din anii terminali, care aveau mai multa experienta, intr-
un proces top-down. Lucrarile studentilor erau evaluate de catre
comisii de jurizare finala intr-o atmosfera vie si energica, menita
sa consolideze spiritul de cooperare si de competitie deopotriva
si la care participau profesori si studenti. O mare importanta era
acordata reprezentarii arhitecturale.

”

Desi predarea in atelier inca predomina in Iran, un numar din ce
in ce mai mare de profesori universitari din tara sunt de parere
ca sistemul de atelier Bouzar trebuie modernizat. Acestia sustin
ca, odata cu schimbarea de paradigma a arhitecturii moderne si
cu noile evolutii de natura tehnologicd, rezultatele activitatilor
de atelier nu se pot limita la prezentarea unor schite cu valente
estetice sau la aranjamente functionale ale planurilor intr-o
maniera rationala. In lumina noilor cereri de participare publica,
arhitectura nu mai poate fi organizata intr-un sistem top-down;
perioada principiilor arhitecturale fixe a disparut (poate pentru
totdeauna). Aparitia designului asistat de computer (CAD) si a
Internetului au avut drept rezultate performante de inaltd viteza,
circulatia informatiei in timp real si o intelegere tridimensionala
a formei la un nivel mult mai profund. In contextul preocuparilor
crescande cu privire la sustenabilitatea ecologica si economica,
invatamantul de arhitecturd nu mai poate exista intr-un spatiu
izolat de celelalte discipline.

Astfel, scolile de arhitectura din Iran incep sa adopte treptat sis-
temul ,atelierului de cercetare” (research workshop). imprumutand
elemente din sistemul de atelier existent (studio), noile ateliere
sunt diferite, in sensul cd studentii sunt grupati pe verticala si pe
orizontala (de exemplu, studenti din ani diferiti iau parte la acelasi
atelier, proiectand intr-un context comun). Atelierele sunt condu-

of Fine Arts (later influenced by the German Bauhaus school)
has been sidelined and the curriculum has been diversified to
include courses on strategic planning, urban management,
regional development, and public administration, as well as urban
geography, sociology, economy, and ecology. Besides design,
the educational process now aims to develop skills such as team
working, communication, and negotiation. In parallel, the urban
planning and design profession has assumed a distinct identity,
independent from architecture, in response to market demand.

Architectural Educational System
centered on Design

In Iranian architecture schools a clash between “old” and “new”
ways is observed too in papers by Yazdani and Mohammadi (Iran).
The focus of the change is distinct from Romania’s, but the issues
presented in the paper are shared by design teachers the world
over. Originally, the Iranian architecture education system was
also based on the French School of Fine Arts (so-called “Bouzar”
in Iran — an abbreviation of “Beaux Arts”) system, which was
supported by two pillars: teaching theory in classroom and design
in the “atelier” (studio). Design was the indisputable backbone of
the curriculum while theory was relegated to a lesser position.
The teaching and the practice of architecture were considered
to be two separate realms. Studios were conceived as protected
environments in which students were free to experiment. Students
remained in the same studio, under the supervision of the same
teacher, until graduation. Not only did newcomers learn from the
teachers, but also from the more experienced students, in a top-
down process. Student works were evaluated in lively final juries
meant to simultaneously reinforce the spirit of cooperation and
competition, which were zealously attended by teachers and
students alike. Great importance was placed on architectural
representation.

4

Although studio teaching still predominates in Iran, a growing
number of academics in the country believe that the Bouzar studio
system needs updating. They maintain that, with the paradigm
shift away from modern architecture and the new technological
advances, studio outcomes cannot be limited to the presentation
of beautiful sketches and the functional arrangement of the
plan in rational fashion. In view of new public participation
demands, architecture can no longer be dictated top-down; the
era of fixed architectural principles is (perhaps forever) gone. The
advent of computer-aided design and the Internet has resulted
in high speed performance, real time work sharing, and a much
deeper three-dimensional understanding of form. With growing
concerns about environmental and economic sustainability, the
teaching of architecture can no longer proceed in isolation from
other disciplines.

Therefore, Iranian schools of architecture are slowly embracing
the “research workshop” system. While borrowing elements from
the studio system, workshops are different in that they group
students vertically as well as horizontally (i.e. students from
different years participate in the same workshop, designing in a
common context). Workshops are cooperatively led by several
teachers, each with a different area of expertise; this is a bold
move away from the single mentor approach of the Bouzar
system. The pledge of workshops is student self-examination and
self-discovery rather than rote learning of universal architecture
canons; this is achieved through research questions which are
then collectively answered.
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se in colaborare de catre mai multi profesori, fiecare cu domeniul
sdu de expertizd, acesta fiind un act curajos de indepartare de
la abordarea bazata pe un mentor unic, caracteristica sistemului
Bouzar. Garantia succesului atelierelor este auto-examinarea rea-
lizata de studenti si descoperirea pe cont propriu, in detrimentul
invatarii mecanice a regulilor universale ale arhitecturii, acest pro-
ces de invatare realizandu-se prin intrebari cu caracter de cerceta-
re care primesc ulterior rdspuns in cadrul unui colectiv.

n multe scoli de arhitectura, metoda atelierelor de cercetare
cunoaste noi evolutii. Odatd cu crearea si finantarea programelor
interuniversitare de schimb de studenti, cum ar fi Erasmus Mundus,
atelierele de arhitectura si proiectare urbana sunt realizate intr-o
masura din ce in ce mai mare in strainatate. De exemplu, in cadrul
programului de arhitectura de la Universitatea Texas din Austin,
un atelier de proiectare are loc in Italia in fiecare an. Bertram (SUA)
cerceteaza modalitatea in care experienta studiului peste hotare
influenteazd imaginatia spatiala a studentilor la arhitectura.
Pe langa procesul standard al atelierului, actul de a calatori s-a
dovedit a fi un factor crucial in formarea gandirii de proiectare a
studentilor, deoarece imagistica de neuitat a locurilor, spatiilor si a
oamenilor este stocata si reasamblata alaturi de noi experiente in
conceptualizari ulterioare. Autorul ajunge la concluzia ca sursele
de inspiratie cresc vertiginos datorita calatoriilor. Prin imersiunea
intr-o cultura diferita, studentii dobandesc un nivel de intelegere
care accelereaza in mod semnificativ experimentarea in activitatea
profesionala viitoare.

Cooperarea internationald intre facultdtile
de arhitectura si urbanism

In unele cazuri, cooperarea internationala intre facultatile de arhi-
tectura si urbanism devine un instrument pentru transferarea ex-
perientelor de la un context mai dezvoltat la unul mai putin dez-
voltat. Scopul este de a asigura absolventilor abilitati profesionale,
intelectuale si tehnologice pentru a concura pe piata muncii care
are un caracter global din ce in ce mai pronuntat. Cu toate aces-
tea, procesul de asociere nu este niciodatd, prin natura sa, ferit de
tensiuni. Aici se incadreaza cazul colabordrii recent initiate intre
noul program de arhitectura de la Universitatea Pharos din Egipt
si programul de competente in arhitectura de la Institutul Regal
de Tehnologie din Suedia.

Un studiu comparativ al celor doua programe, efectuat de Eldin
si Martelius (Egipt si Suedia) observa ca unitatea structurald
fundamentala a programului suedez este reprezentata de atelierul
multidisciplinar in timp ce programul egiptean are diviziuni
distincte sub forma unor cursuri specializate, informatia fiind
livrata in format de prelegere. Din punctul de vedere al aspectelor
tehnice, in cadrul programului suedez cursurile de tehnologia
constructiilor pornesc de la abordari conventionale si ajung la cele
experimentale; studentii invata maiintai metodele traditionale sau
analogice de desen si prezentare si numai dupa ce le stapanesc
pe acestea se ocupa de reprezentarea digitala. Pe de altd parte,
in programul egiptean cursurile detaliate sunt distribuite pe tot
parcursul planului de invatamant. Locul ocupat de arta si de
designul artistic este mai putin evidentiat in programa suedeza, in
comparatie cu cea egipteana.

Instrumente clasice si inovatoare in pedagogia
proiectarii de cladiri rezidentiale
Prin contributiile catorvaautoriam aflatdesprediferiteinstrumente
folosite in prezent in cursurile de proiectare, in special in cele de
proiectare de cladiri rezidentiale. Unele sunt mai traditionale,
altele constituie aparitii recente in pedagogia arhitecturii si a
proiectdrii urbane.

Yunitsyna (Rusia) studiaza aplicarea tramei structurale - privita

In many architecture schools the research workshop method is
taken one step further. With the creation and funding of student
exchange programs, such as the Erasmus Mundus, architecture
and urban design workshops are increasingly conducted abroad.
For example, in the architecture program at the University of
Texas at Austin one design studio takes place in Italy each year.
Bertram (USA) explores how the experience of studying abroad
affects the spatial imagination of architecture students. Travel,
in addition to the standard workshop process, is found to be a
critical factor in shaping students’ design thinking, as memorable
imagery of places, spaces, and people is stored and reassembled
along with new experiences in subsequent conceptualizations.
The author concludes that the reservoir of inspiration increases
dramatically through travel. By immersion in a different culture,
students acquire a level of insight that significantly accelerates
experimentation in their future work.

International Cooperation between Architecture and
Urban Planning Faculties

In some cases, international cooperation among architecture and
urban design faculties becomes an instrument for transferring
experiences from a more developed to a less developed context.
The purposeis to provide graduates with professional, intellectual,
and technological skills for competing in an increasingly global
job market. However, by nature the association process is never
tension-free. Such is the case of the recently initiated collaboration
between the new architecture program at Pharos University in
Egypt and the well-established architecture program at the Royal
Institute of Technology in Sweden.

A comparative overview of the two programs by Eldin and
Martelius (Egypt and Sweden) notes that the basic structural
unit of the Swedish program is the multi-disciplinary studio/
workshop, while the Egyptian program has distinct divisions into
specialized courses, with information delivered in lecture format.
In terms of technical aspects, in the Swedish program courses in
building technology proceed from conventional to experimental
approaches; students learn the traditional or analogical methods
of drawing and presentation first, and only after they have
mastered those they move on to digital representation. The
Egyptian program, on the other hand, has detailed courses
distributed throughout the curriculum.The place of art and artistic
design is less prominent in the Swedish curriculum compared to
the Egyptian one.

Classic and Innovative Tools in Residential
Design Pedagogy

Through the contributions of several authors we learn about vari-
ous tools that are currently used in design courses, on residential
design in particular. Some are more traditional, while others are
recent arrivals in architecture and urban design pedagogy.

Yunitsyna (Russia) examines the application of the grid structure —
understood not as form but as rational spatial division - in housing
at the levels of the dwelling unit (flat) and spatial unit (room). The
author advocates the grid system as a highly efficient method
of spatial organization. Although it undermines functional
organization - i.e. a single unit cannot be used for both the living
and the service areas of a house, and thus needs to be modified
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nu ca forma ci ca diviziune spatiala rationald - in construirea de
locuinte, la nivelul unitatii de locuire (apartamentul) si a unitatii
spatiale (camera). Autorul pledeaza in favoarea sistemului grid
pe care il considera o metoda extrem de eficienta de organizare
spatiala. Desi submineaza organizarea functionalad — de exemplu,
0 singurd unitate nu poate fi folosita pentru locuire si pentru
zonele de servicii ale unei case, astfel necesitand sa fie modificata
si subdivizata - autorul pledeaza pentru avantajele conceptului
grid, inclusiv crearea unor spatii universale, productive in raport
cu costurile, usor de realizat din prefabricate si simple din punct
de vedere structural.

Serdynska (Polonia) se ocupa de potentialul unui alt instrument
utilizat in mod obisnuit in atelierele de proiectare de cladiri
rezidentiale: modelul sau macheta. Autoarea se pozitioneaza clar
in favoarea lucrului cu modele materiale inca din primele stadii
ale procesului de proiectare, deoarece le permite studentilor sa
testeze primele concepte si sa examineze relatiile spatiale ale
structurii proiectate. Totusi, autoarea nu se opune modelarii
virtuale (digitale), mai rapide si mai putin dificile, care a extins in
mare masura limitele formei construite.

Hysa (Albania) analizeaza metodologiile de predare aplicate in
atelierele de proiectare de cladiri rezidentiale la Universitatea
Tehnica a Orientului Mijlociu din Turcia. Aceste ateliere sunt
folosite ca o oportunitate de a le prezenta studentilor principiile
proiectdrii urbane si ale proiectarii de locuinte. Rezultatele
asteptate ale procesului de invdatare sunt avansate, incluzand
proiectareain general, cunostinte despre instrumente de protejare
a patrimoniului cultural si natural, familiarizarea cu aspectele
legale si etice ale proiectarii si, mai ales, abilitatea de a crea tranzitii
coerente intre serii de planuri grafice de la scara 1:5000 la 1:20.

Saglam (Turcia) abordeazd folosirea noilor tehnologii in cadrul
cursurilor de atelier sub forma jocurilor de simulare. Jocurile
reitereazd un proces determinat si le permit actantilor sa figureze
drept creatori ai procesului in cauza. Autorul sustine ca atunci
cand o problema de proiectare este abordatda sub aspectul
unui joc fictionalizat, devine mai usor sa intelegem contributia
proiectarii, sd demonstram contributiile sociale si tehnologice si
sa observam in mod diferit probleme evazive. Jocul stimuleaza
motivatia pozitiva de a invata iar participantilor le place aceasta
experienta.

Hadjichristou si Swiny (Cipru) descriu procesul de finvatare
desfasurat intr-un atelier in care studentilor li se cere sa proiecteze
un spatiu pentru persoane cu probleme corporale sau senzoriale.
Pe langa cercetarea obisnuita, studentilor li se cere sa construiasca
si sa poarte un ,aparat” sau ,dispozitiv” in marime naturala. Acest
lucru nu i obligd doar sa se confrunte cu aspecte structurale si cu
materialitatea, dar si sa defineasca o noua relatie intre corpul lor si
spatiul pe care acesta il ocupa.

Rolul contemporan al arhitectilor

Lucrarile apartinand luiVeizaj si Maligari (Albania) siJovanovi¢etal.
(Serbia) descriu o neliniste persistenta care are legdtura cu aparitia
proiectarii asistate de calculator si, in special cu modelizarea
parametrica. Utilizarea spatiului parametric reprezinta un concept
noufoarte puternic carele permite proiectantilor sa identifice relatii
geometrice in termeni proportionali ce nu depind de distantele
si dimensiunile absolute. Generarea formei este obtinuta prin
programare; un proces complex de calcule transforma parametrii
introdusi in formd arhitecturald. Astfel, calculatorul devine nu
doar un asistent in reprezentarea digitalda a formei construite,
ci si un instrument care concepe forme. Nemaifiind limitate la
folosirea ornamentala pentru invelisul constructiei, tiparele devin

or subdivided - the author praises the advantages of the grid
concept including the creation of universal, cost-effective, easily
prefabricated, and structurally simple spaces.

Serdynska (Poland) deals with the potential of another tool
commonly employed in residential design studios: the model or
maquette. The author strongly favors work with physical models
from the early stages of the design process, as it allows students to
test the first concepts and to examine the spatial relations of the
designed structure. However, she is not against the much faster
and less cumbersome virtual (digital) modeling, which has greatly
expanded the limits of the built form.

Hysa (Albania) reviews teaching methodologies applied in
residential design studios at the Middle East Technical University
in Turkey. These studios are used as an opportunity to introduce
students to urban design principles as well as housing design.
Expected learning outcomes are far reaching, including mixed
use design, knowledge of cultural and natural heritage protection
tools, acquaintance with the legal and ethical aspects of design,
and especially ability to work out coherent transitions between a
series of design scales ranging from 1:5000 to 1:20.

Saglam (Turkey) discusses the employment of new technologies
in studio courses in the form of simulation games. Games
imitate a determined process and allow actors to stand in as the
process creators. The author claims that when a design problem
is approached through the guise of a fictionalized game, it
becomes easier to understand design inputs, reveal the social and
technological inputs, and perceive otherwise elusive problems.
Game playing fosters good motivation to learn and participants
enjoy the experience.

Hadjichristou and Swiny (Cyprus) describe the learning process
occurring in a studio where students are asked to design a space
for people with corporeal or sensory impairments. In addition to
conventional research, students are required to build and wear
a life-size body “apparatus” or “attachment”. This forces them not
only to deal with structural issues and materiality, but also to
define a new relationship between their body and the space it
occupies.

The Contemporary Role of Architects

Papers by Veizaj and Maligari (Albania), and Jovanovi¢ et al.
(Serbia) explore a persistent anxiety, which relates to the advent
of computer-aided design, and in particular parametric modeling.
The use of parametric space is a very powerful new concept. It
allows designers to specify geometric relationships in proportional
terms that do not depend on absolute distances and magnitudes.
The generation of form is achieved through programming;
a complex process of calculations translates the inputted
parameters into architectural form. Thus, the computer becomes
not just an assistant in the digital representation of the built form,
but a form-conceiving tool. No longer limited to ornamental
use on the building skin, patterns become a space generator. Le
Corbusier’s proclamation that the straight line and the right angle
are methods through which man conquers nature — implying that
order and Cartesian geometry are tantamount - is overthrown
as too restrictive. Under these circumstances, some authors ask
whether architects as creators are becoming outmoded. Will
architecture be superseded by “parametricism”? Other authors,
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Retea hexagonala folosita la un ansamblu
rezidential din Briinnen, Austria (Yunistyna,
Rusia)

Hexagonal grid employed in a residential
complex in Briinnen, Austria. lllustration
from Yunistyna’s paper (Russia).

generatoare de spatiu. Proclamatia lui Le Corbusier conform
careia linia dreapta si unghiul drept sunt metode prin intermediul
carora omul cucereste natura - sugerand ca ordinea si geometria
carteziana sunt echivalente - este respinsa ca fiind considerata
prea restrictiva. In aceste circumstante, unii autori se intreaba
daca arhitectii in postura de creatori incep sa devind demodati.
Va fi arhitectura inlocuitd de “parametricism”? Alti autori, care
sunt partial de acord cu modelarea parametricd, sunt de opinie
ca trebuie sa o adoptam deoarece ajuta la optimizarea solutiilor
arhitecturale si permite structurilor sa se adapteze in mod dinamic
la siturile lor.

Vandenbulcke (Belgia) se ocupd de chestiuni mai fundamentale
legate de doctrinele constitutive ale arhitecturii contemporane.
Autorul atrage atentia asupra dificultatii de a discerne aceste
principii, in conditiile in care regulile universale de compozitie
(armonia) si idealurile comune (frumusetea) au trecut in plan
secund. Dupa un secol de miscari de avangarda, arhitectura
se disperseaza printre nesfarsite cataloage cu nenumarate
stiluri si curente. Calificativele pentru cuvantul ,arhitectura”
s-au multiplicat recent pentru a include termeni ca minimalism,
igienism, participationism social, formalism, high-tech, low-tech,
sustenabilitate si ecologie. in contextul acestei ,piete libere” cu
care se confruntad arhitectii si profesorii in ziua de astazi, procesul
de proiectare reprezinta cheia fermecatd care permite accesul
la intelegerea (si crearea) proiectelor arhitecturale. Ca studiu de
caz, autorul ne prezinta procesele creative in actiune la Saana,
a caror abordare pare sa inlature dimensiunea materialitatii din
arhitectura prin crearea unei spatialitati eterne, fie aceasta inchisa
sau deschisa.

LAparat” corporal construit de studenti ca parte a
procesului de invatare din cadrul unui proiect avand
ca tema amenajarea unui spatiu pentru persoane cu
handicap fizic (Hadjichristou, Swiny, Cipru)

Body “apparatus” built by students as part of the learning
process while designing a space for people with physical
impairments. Illlustration from Hadjichristou and Swiny’s
paper (Cyprus).

who are partial to parametric modeling, respond that we must
embrace it as it helps optimize architectural solutions and allows
structures to dynamically adapt to their sites.

Vandenbulcke (Belgium) deals with more fundamental issues
related to the constitutive tenets of contemporary architecture.
The author points to the difficulty of discerning these tenets now
that universal rules of composition (harmony) and common ideals
(beauty) have faded into the background. After one century of
avant-gardes, architecture is scattered among endless catalogues
of uncountable styles and streams. The qualifiers for the word
architecture have recently multiplied to include minimalism,
hygienism, socio-participationism, formalism, high-tech, low-
tech, sustainable, and eco. In this “free market” context with which
present-day architects and teachers are faced, the design process
is the magic key to understanding (and creating) architectural
projects. As a case study, the author walks us through the creative
processes at work at Saana, whose approach seems to remove
materiality from architecture, creating a timeless, open or closed,
spatiality.

The relationship between architects and non-architects, as well as
the idea of socio-participationismin architectural design, is further
elaborated by Kleidonas (Greece). The author makes a point that
the traditional binary between architects as exclusive masters of
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Schite din procesul de proiectare
pentru Moriyama House, Sanaa, Tokyo
(Vandenbulcke, Belgia)

Design process in Sanaa’s Moriyama
House, Tokyo. Illustration from
Vandenbulcke’s paper (Belgium).

Locuinta vernaculara a unor refugiati din Kosovo
(Kleidonas, Grecia)

Self-built housing by Kosovar refugees.
Illlustration from Kleidonas’ paper (Greece).

Relatia dintre arhitecti si non-arhitecti, precum si ideea participa-
tionismului social in proiectarea de arhitecturd sunt dezvoltate
ulterior de Kleidonas (Grecia). Autorul considera esential faptul ca
binomul traditional care fi alatura pe arhitecti, ca stapani exclusivi
ai procesului de formare al spatiului formal, de nespecialisti, ca re-
cipiente pasive ale ingeniozitatii arhitectilor, este invechit. Acesta
crede ca notiunea de improvizatie arhitecturala — inteleasa nu ca
privilegiu al arhitectului de a crea in mod spontan, ci ca drept de
participare imediatd a utilizatorului final — ar trebui integrata in
procesele de compozitie. Kleidonas furnizeaza ilustrari ale arhi-
tecturii realizate de arhitecti amatori in Tirana si Atena, pe care le
considerd benefice sau chiar un drept din nastere al rezidentilor.
Autorul conchide ca scolile de arhitecturd, in pozitia de custozi
principali ai constiintei profesionale, trebuie sd invete sd abordeze
noua realitate a proiectdrii, care recunoaste creativitatea arhitec-
tului, rezervand in acelasi timp un rol mai activ celorlalti agenti
implicati in domeniul arhitecturii.

Limitele formei arhitecturale create prin aplicatii
conventionale CAD si modelare parametrica
(Veizaj, Maliqari, Albania)

The limits of architectural form created through
conventional CAD applications and parametric
modeling. lllustration from Veizaj and Maliqari’s
paper (Albania).

formal space creation and laypersons as passive recipients of the
architects’ ingenuity is obsolete. He believes that the concept of
architectural improvisation — understood not as the architect’s
privilege to spontaneously create, but as the end-product user’s
right to immediately participate - should be integrated into the
composition processes. He provides illustrations of amateur
architecture in Tirana and Athens, which he views as beneficial,
or even as a birthright of the residents. The author concludes
that architecture schools, as primary custodians of professional
conscience, must learn to handle the new reality of design, which
allows for the architect’s creativity but also provides a more active
role for the rest of the agents involved in architecture.

URBANISMUL 14-15/2013

EVENIMENTE 25




Cateva concluzii semnificative ale 1-ICAUD

Aceastd privire retrospectiva asupra lucrdrilor legate de
subiectul educatiei din cadrul primei conferinte internationale
de arhitectura si urbanism a pus in lumina faptul ca arhitectii si
urbanistii contemporani se confrunta cu o serie de provocari, in
postura de profesori si in cea de practicieni, deopotriva. In timpul
orelor de curs se simte nevoia unor abordari multidisciplinare.
Studentii la arhitectura sunt dornici sa-si depdseasca statutul de
tehnicieni. Isi doresc sa fie recunoscuti si s colaboreze cu alti
intelectuali din domeniul stiintelor sociale si umaniste, precum si
cu profesionisti. In exteriorul acestui univers inca relativ izolat al
sferei academice de proiectare, arhitectii se simt in acelasi timp
sprijiniti si amenintati de tehnologie. Pe de-o parte, unii dintre
acestia se tem ca rezultatele obtinute cu ajutorul calculatorului
ar putea, in cele din urma, sa elimine necesitatea serviciilor lor,
in raport cu o proiectare de calitate superioara. Pe de alta parte,
expertiza tehnica in abordarea proiectarii asistate de calculator
incd plaseaza produsele unor arhitecti pregatiti in maniera
formala intr-o pozitie privilegiata in raport cu exemplele din ce in
ce mai numeroase ale arhitecturii do-it-yourself de tip ,informal’,
intalnita in special in orasele aflate in curs de dezvoltare. In acelasi
timp, din ce in ce mai multi arhitecti sunt dispusi sa renunte la
abordarile elitiste si sa adopte noua paradigma care sustine ca
mediul construit apartine tuturor.

Dorina Pojani
Lucrarile recenzate

Bertram, Smilja.,Calatoria ca pedagogie arhitecturala:
construirea memoriei studentilor.”

Eldin, Shahira Sharaf and Johan Martelius.,Metodologia
invatamantului de arhitectura - comparatie intre Institutul Regal
de Tehnologie KTH din Suedia si Universitatea Pharos din Egipt”

Hadjichristou, Yiorgos and Alessandra Swiny. ,Perform (D)ance
Space / Centru educational / Spatiu Experiential”

Hysa, Desantila. ,Educatia pentru designul de locuinte: intre
urbanism si arhitectura”

Jovanovi¢ Marko, Bojan Tepavcevi¢, and Vesna Stoajkovic.
,Sisteme si suprafete responsive in arhitectura - design si
provocari.

Kleidonas, Alexandros. ,Lectii de improvizatie arhitecturala.”
Pascariu, Gabriel., 15 ani de educatie in urbanism in Romania.”

Saglam, Hakan., O propunere pentru educatia de design interior
pentru studentii din primul an”

Serdynska, Joanna.,In cidutarea conceptului arhitectural”

Vandenbulcke, Benoit.,,Concretizare, abstractizare: rolul
proceselor de design in practica arhitecturala contemporana.
Studiu de caz: Saana.”

Veizaj, Denada si Andrea Maligari.,Expansiunea limitelor
formei in arhitectura prin folosirea metodelor parametrice si a
algoritmilor.

Yazdani, Shirin si Asmae Rashidi Mohammadi.,,Predarea designului
arhitectural: un studiu comparativ al unor abordari vechi si noi in
Iran.

Yunitsyna, Anna.,Designul grafic ca instrument al credrii spatiului
universal in locuinte.”

Some Significant Findings from 1-ICAUD

This review of the 1-ICAUD papers in the education track
elucidated on the fact that present-day architects and urban
designers face a number of challenges, both in their roles are
teachers and practitioners. In classrooms, a need is felt for multi-
disciplinary approaches. Architecture students are eager to
overcome their status as technicians. They desire recognition by,
and collaboration with, other scholars from the social sciences
and humanities, as well as with professionals. Outside the still
relatively insulated world of design academia, architects feel
both sustained and threatened by technology. On one hand,
some fear that computers might ultimately eliminate the need
for their services in terms of high-end design. On the other hand,
technical expertise in handling computer-aided design still places
the products of formally trained architects in a privileged position
relative to the multiplying do-it-yourself “informal” architecture
encountered especially in developing cities. At the same time,
more and more architects are willing to abandon elitist attitudes
and embrace the new paradigm, which maintains that the built
environment belongs to all.

Dorina Pojani

Reviewed papers

Bertram, Smilja. “Travel as Architecture Pedagogy: Constructing
Student Memories.”

Eldin, Shahira Sharaf and Johan Martelius. “Architecture
Education Methodology Comparison between KTH-Sweden and
PUA-Egypt”

Hadjichristou, Yiorgos and Alessandra Swiny. “Perform (D)ance
space / Educational Center / Experiential Space.”

Hysa, Desantila. “Housing Design Education: in between Urban
Planning and Architecture.”

Jovanovi¢ Marko, Bojan Tepavcevi¢, and Vesna Stojakovic.
“Responsive Systems and Surfaces in Architecture — Design and
Challenges.”

Kleidonas, Alexandros. “Lessons in Architectural Improvisation.”
Pascariu, Gabriel.”15 Years of Urban Education in Romania.”

Saglam, Hakan.“A Proposal for the First Year Design Education in
Interior Design.”

Serdynska, Joanna.“In the Search of Architectural Concept”

Vandenbulcke, Benoit. “Concretion, abstraction: the place of
design processes in today architecture practice. Case Study:
Saana’

Veizaj, Denada and Andrea Maligari. “Expanding of the Limits of
Forms in Architecture through the Use of Parametric Methods
and Algorithms.”

Yazdani, Shirin and Asmae Rashidi Mohammadi. “Teaching
Architectural Design: A Comparative Study of Past-Oriented and
New Approaches in Iran.”

Yunitsyna, Anna. “Grid as an instrument of creating of the
universal space in dwelling.”
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