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EDITORIAL

The newly appointed staff of the journal look for more reviewers

The early part of 2016 has seen changes to the editorial
team of the Scandinavian Journal of Primary Health Care.
The former Editor-in-Chief Peter Vedstedt has embarked on
new challenges and has vacated his position at the journal.
The undersigned has been appointed to the role, and
became the first female EiC and also the first from Finland.

The editorial office is now based in Helsinki, at the
University of Helsinki. Editorial assistance has also
changed hands, with Dorthe Toftdahl Nielsen passing the
reigns to Mark Phillips in Helsinki. Mark is an experienced
journal editor and language specialist who has quickly got
to grips with the journal’s administrative tasks.

I want to express my warm thanks to both Dorthe and
Peter for their great work with the journal for the past
almost five years. They have developed the journal and
its editing processes in many important ways. I also want
to wish them good luck in their futures pursuits.

There have also been some changes to the editorial
board: The Finns nominated Tuomas Koskela from the
University of Tampere as their new National Editor. The
Journal also has a new Assistant Editor in Denmark, Anne
Møller. Both Anne and Tuomas are experienced general
practitioners as well as researchers and their contribution
and new insights will be valuable for the journal.

After starting as Editor-in-Chief, I had a Skype meeting
with all of the Editors, and heard how the editing goes on in
their countries and their ideas for improvement.
A conclusion from the round was that there is a lot of
enthusiasm, passion and skill in the editorial team. The com-
mon motivation for the editors is that they want to pursue
general practice in general and its research in particular.

The most important challenge for the journal editing is
the shortage of reviewers. Every article is reviewed by at
least two peers and finding them takes a lot of time and
effort. Not long ago, Jørgen Nexøe described the review
process and its challenges in the journal.[1] Reviewing may
seem like a tedious task, but many people also find it
rewarding. At its best, it is an opportunity to help a col-
league. Anyone who has benefited from constructive review
comments knows how valuable such a process can be.

To keep the journal running well, our next focus will
be on the reviewers. We will do all we can to find the

right people to do this job. We will update our archive
of reviewers and welcome all suggestions and contribu-
tions. We will also contact the Nordic universities to
invite new reviewers and to welcome new submissions
from them.

The Journal’s core task is to promote general practice
research in the Nordic countries.[2,3] Although there are
challenges in Nordic primary care, our health care systems
function cost-effectively and serve as models for the
world. We also aim at promoting interest in general prac-
tice as a career.[4] There are a lot of opportunities for
general practice research in our countries. The journal
continues to assist in publishing the experiences and
insights of researchers that are of interest to clinical
practitioners.
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