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SPEECH BY THE P R E M I E R , MR. DUN5TAN. C i E N I N G THIRD I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

MOTOR SHOW. A D E L A I D E . 1 4 . 3 . 7 3 

MR. U L L E T T , MR. SCHUTZE , MR. THOMSON, MR. FREEMAN, MR. BROOKER, 

MR. CAMP, L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN; 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ASK ING ME HERE TODAY TO OPEN THE NEW 

INTERNAT IONAL MOTOR SHOW WHICH I S A L R E A D Y , IN I T S THIRD Y E A R , 

AN E S T A B L I S H E D SUCCESS ON THE A D E L A I D E S C E N E . 

I T ' S A TR IBUTE TO THE ENERGY AND I N I T I A T I V E OF THE ORGANISERS 

THAT T H I S Y E A R ' S E X H I B I T I O N AGAIN INCLUDES A N l T A B L E NUMBER OF 

" F I R S T S " - Nl 'T ONLY F I R S T R E L E A S E V E H I C L E S BUT ALSO SOUTH 

A U S T R A L I A ' S F I R S T COMMERCIAL V E H I C L E E X H I B I T I O N C O - I N C I D I N G WITH 

THE INTERNAT IONAL D I S P L A Y . I T I S IN FACT THE COMMERCIAL WING 

OF THE D I S P L A Y WHICH I S ON VIEW TODAY . 

T H I S I S , IN F A C T , A VERY Gi.CD T IME TO HOLD A MOTOR E X H I B I T I O N , 

2. 
P A R T I C U L A R L Y FRCM THE PHINT OF VIEW OF THE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N 

I N D U S T R Y . 

9 AFTER AN UNHAPPY PER IOD IN THE DOLDRUMS, CAUSED BY PREV IOUS 

F E D E R A L - N A T I O N A L ECONOMIC P O L I C Y CUTTING DEMAND FOR OUR PRODUCTS 

I N T E R S T A T E , THINGS ARE LOOKING U P . 

MORE JOBS ARE A V A I L A B L E - WHICH, AS FAR AS I ' M CONCERNED, I S THE 

MOST IMPORTANT INDICATOR OF A L L - AND ECONOMIC TRENDS IN THE 

INDUSTRY SHOW A RETURN OF C O N F I D E N C E . INDEED , THE L A T E S T 

P R O J E C T I O N S BY MY DEPARTMENT SHOW THAT - I F THE PRESENT TREND I S 

MA INTA INED - WE CAN EXPECT NEW V E H I C L E R E G I S T R A T I O N S T H I S YEAR TO 

REACH 5 3 0 , 0 0 0 . T H I S WOULD BE A RECORD L E V E L AND A S I G N I F I C A N T 

IMPROVEMENT ON THE 5 0 0 - T H 0 U S A N D OF 1 9 7 2 . 

S A L E S OF T H I S ORDER WOULD BE GOOD NEWS FOR A U S T R A L I A AS i\ WHOLE. 

FOR SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , WITH I T S HEAVY R E L I A N C E ON AUTOMOTIVE 

PRODUCTION, IT WOULD BE VERY GOOD NEWS I N D E E D . 
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3. 

APART FROM THE GENERALLY IMi ROVED CL IMATE IN WHICH I T ' 5 TAK ING 

P L A C E , THE THING THAT P A R T I C U L A R L Y P L E A 5 E S RE ABOUT T H I S Y E A R ' S 

E X H I B I T I O N I S THE EMPHAS IS WHICH HAS BEEN G IVEN T i P U B L I C S A F E T Y . 

MANUFACTURERS AND DES IGNERS ARE PROV ID ING NEW SAFETY FEATURES IN 

THEIR PRODUCTS AND THOSE TO BE SHOWN HERE INCLUDE COLLA i S I B L E 

S T E E R I N G WHEELS , M O D I F I C A T I O N S h REAR V I S I O N MIRRORS , SUN V I S 0 R 5 , 

WINDSCREEN W I P E R S , AND INSTRUMENT LOCATION A L L AIMED AT MAKING THE 

CAR OR TRUCK MORE S E C U R E . 

I T ' S I N E OF THE MOST A P P A L L I N G T R A G E D I E S OF l U R TIME THAT , D E S P I T E 

CONSTANT EFFORTS BY GOVERNMENTS, MANUFACTURERS , M l T O R I N G O R G A N I S -

A T I O N S , THE PRESS AND OTHER M E D I A ; D E S P I T E P L E A S , LAWS, ADVICE 

AND WARNINGS, THE D A I L Y WAR BY MOTOR CAR C O N T I N U E S . 

4 . 

BUT NOTWITHSTANDING T H I 5 AP0 A RENT LACK I F S U C C E S S , WE - THE 

GOVERNMENTS, INDUSTRY AND A L L INVOLVED IN ROAD SAFETY - C A N ' T 

AFFORD TO LET UP FOR A M I N U T E . 

THE STATE GOVERNMENT HAS SPENT $£145 M I L L I O N S I N C E IT WAS ELECTED 

ON UPGRADING OUR R 0 A D 5 . WE HAVE IMPROVED RAILWAY CROSSINGS AND 

T R A F F I C L I G H T 5 Y S T E M S , E S T A B L I S H E D A ROAD SAFETY INSTRUCT ION 

CENTRE IN ADELA IDE AND L E G I S L A T E D AGA INST D R I N K I N G - D R I V E R S AS PART 

OF OUR SAFETY CRUSADE . AND WE INTEND TO DO S T I L L MCRE. 

AT PRESENT WE 'RE HAVING A D E T A I L E D L; OK AT COMMERCIAL ROAD 

TRANSPORT O P E R A T I O N S . AN EXPERT GROUP, R E P R E S E N T I N G A L L S E C T I O N S 

OF THE INDU5TRY , HAS BEEN ASSEMBLED TO A D V I S E US ON HOURS OF 

D R I V I N G , B R A K I N G , LOADS AND ROAD S P E E D S . CUR PR IME CONS IDERAT ION 

MUST BE SAFETY OF THE D R I V E R , OTHER ROAD USERS aND P E D E S T R I A N S . 
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I MUST SAY THAT I F IND ABSOLUTELY DEPLORABLE AND UTTERLY 

I R R E S P O N S I B L E A SUGGESTION MADE T H I S WEEK THAT WE SHOULD R A I S E 

V E H I C L E SPEEDS WITHOUT ADEQUATE SAFETY P R O V I S I O N S . A TRUCK 

T R A V E L L I N G AT HIGH SPEED CAN BE A WEAPON AS DEADLY AS A BOMB. 

IT SEEMS THAT 1 9 7 3 CPULD BE A MOST IMPORTANT YEAR FOR THE 

AUTOMOTIVE INDU5TRY FROM THE i L I N T OF VIEW OF BETTER MARKETS AND 

IMPROVED PRODUCTS . THE E X H I B I T I O N WIL L PROVIDE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S 

WITH A COMPREHENSIVE SHOWCASE IN THE L A T E S T TRENDS AND I HAVE 

MUCH PLEASURE IN O F F I C I A L L Y DECLAR ING I T OPEN . 

THANK YOU. 
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