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Pnrty Ganos' ihichxqppeared in- tha rebrnaryflﬁk

Kl

.’f'-nixe he is portectly entitled to his opinien eh.t a hish a.gztg;»gf:
‘party 5anonnanship occurs in Anstralian parlianonta and party politie

T and while he may to a certain extent be right, the- opocifie 1:-:.- h.

'i—‘siﬁ  The real points at issue are those raised by Christopher'

‘ lentionn are hardly intelligent exa-plea of ths process. I nmst nloo
;aay thag?I think he's a bit rough in attributing the Christlalilo'>~
Atdnr'road toll to the South Australian Opposition bocanso it votoa
against a bill on which insurficient work had been done, Bb lhoula tr

: ;‘l‘/ Yar

‘Teading Hansard | ' L L ;}‘““;

in hia book He's a somewhat diaillnsionsd man, one of . the nany \ :
'nlddle-clas- English aocialista who were, as he adnits hinsolt, lo ti
happy when it was possiblo to believe in grand detorliniltic '"jﬁf"““
-o;utiogs to human and aocial prodblems., It's not 80 ai:plo theac;dnya
and not so romantic. It in some cases the traditional diviltdnl -
that is, theLﬁinateonth century divisions bet'aen progro-aiv.p cne
conservative parties have bocone blurred, it 15 becanaeL?olitical
issues thenselvos are blurrod and can retlect on the one hand not
class but educational’ 5roup1nge, and on the other thaq,to a givan
,A'toehno-political problem, say building a dem, a freevly, or implement
ing a specific mode of developnent, there may be a doson re‘lativcly

‘correct solutions,

_.But a11 the same in 'Party Games' Iayhew has nnde a number of
':points -hich ons can appland and hope to haar attcn, and which
e obvionsly app]: “ to Australian Parnmnts ‘a8 they do to,, x
' Ibstninstor. Any observer of Australian Parliclantn 'onld bo Q'ntt

j_ﬁ ot the prevalence ot ono-np—nanpship, the diﬂlal spoctnclo ox l?n
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nothing whatever to get an effective Job done in legislation or'
administration. It is also true that at times partles and people
take public stances designed to bedevil the opposing side, or to
appear in contrast to it, rather than as a result of dudging issues
on their merits. I won't point fingers here, but I will say that

the process is an awful waete of time.

But Mr Mayhew is clearly most worried about the lack of

‘eignificant differences between the major parties in his country, and

the effect thia has on the idea of parliamentary and cabinet

government. - The implication is that the Labour movement in Britain

has somewhow lost its sense of historio purpoae.' He points- to
minoritypoommuniatfcontrol‘of looal English constituent parties where
unreal table-thumping has sent old Labour members scurrying back to
thelr moderately comfortable pPost-war chuncil flats. He writes of
intran31gent and regressive milltancy ih trades unions when, say,..'

a factory employing several thousands iA one run-down area needs to

-be closed s0 that employment opportunitles can be given to tens of

thousande in another -area. ‘He ‘notes.a rlse‘of conservative attitudes

y CAPy TR L.
ﬁamoung work1ng-c1ass people. And he describes how'politicQle made

out of economic problens that are beyong the control of any partyqy-—

he organized Harold Wilson's auccessful attack on the Conaervatlve 8
"stop-go" economic policies for the 1964 electlon, and now finds that

identical charges could be brought against the present Wilson Government

Official Labour and Official Tory in Britain, he’ says, are rapidly

moving to the center and so party games are played 1n the absense of

OR IDEOWOGCAL. |
politlcaleurpose.

Well that nay or ma& not be an ideal waj of seeing the present
state of the two party syster in England. Pereonally I think it's a
bit simple. Britain atill hae its problems, and w111 find more, and
only political action by representatlve party governments will be able
to solve them.. For Australia, on the other hand, there are still and

UNDBRYIIANDING
will remain qulte clear divisions between the major parties, andLh

THEM

Y of vital - 1mportance to the future of good Australian government.

-Our Parllanents “may often appear to suffer from the logorrhoea of

legiSlato% gor %&9{10‘3&8&%&& B EHE AR, Lﬁpeﬁsitmmént of Standing
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TP SHOULD ALSO BE UNDERSTOOS THHT OFTaN WHAT MIGHT TO THE (LUNFROHED

Orders, but meesebishess whanEEESED

AIPEAR. h SIMAE GAME 1D INFACT A TOURNAMENT L WHICH THE STAKES ACE

much more than an egocentricdi“iiﬁi office. The problems that are now
arising from a galloping technology, together with the train of social
and‘economic’p;oblems on which there has been no action in Australia -

- and one can mention qulokly Qealth, prices and incomes, education,
environmental control, hou81ng and town planning - can only be solved
by partles pot tied down to vague and irrational ideas of laissez-faire
business practicesf?}nreal divisions between public and private sectors;
andw‘-' are capable of implementing general reforms rather than imposing

stop-gap measures.

If one is to draw a line between thektwo major parties in Australia
as they are noﬁ ehaping up in tne final third of the century, it is
a line that cuts between the broad concepts of conservatism and .
progression, between those who see that distinct changes need to be
made to the presenv rules whlch govern our society and those who
support a malntenance of the’ste 8_quo or would even return to a xtatus
quo ante. Unfortunately, of course, there are conservatives in both
major parties, and because of this the Labo.r Party at times has found
it difficult to parsue radical and effective programmes of reform to
the extent whlch from the reforaners' p01nt of‘tiew‘would have been.
;de81rable. But while I don't wish here(E% brashiskthump out a party
line, the’ 1nescapab1e fact in fustralia is that over the last thirty
yeagzi;ggimajor reforms that huve taken place in the communlty have
been achieved by Labogir Governnents or under pressur from Labq‘r
lOpposltiona. | And for AustralLa, the Laboffr Party is the gfgf party
of reform# capable of running the country responsibly and which
is capable of being accepted by voters as an alternative government.
What other party_in the country is lined up on the side of planning,
~eivil liverties, 1‘.increased spending in the public sector, a

rational and realistic foreign policy?

- To deal with, say, two epecific issues in which the division

e between the major parties in Australia becomes pointed, one has only to

%/ turn to. the Treaauery when M McMahon ran it. Under hlB control it

:",
gt
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‘ipursued an open-door 1nvestment pollcy desplte the fact that this

fallowed the control of much of the country 8 natural resources to
'pass into the hands of overseas 1nvestment oomblnes. They are now
able to control what we produce and to limit future fields of

;manufacturlng and development. iThere obviously has to be greater

~getting. We obvlously need to 1mport deveIOpment capltal but
we also obv1ously have to have a say in where it goes or what 1t

does. - Under the McMahon pollcy, unfortunately, .we have commenced

that is belng subaected to effectlve forelgn control of our ‘j\Z‘X;
economy. It is a clear case of how, structurally and 1dealog-:'”
ically, ‘the leeral-Country Party Government finds itself

'_incapable of applylng controls, no matter how reasonable, on f'

‘5certa1n commerclal and capltal 81tuatlons.

Theqother example concerns civil rights and freedoms,W;f(f

iabout which a greatfdeal is known and obvioua. Here clearly

:retentlve in effect. | . Whether it be Mr. McMahon, to use the
"same. example, emulatlng Senator McCarthy,ln attacklng Dr. o
:Everlngham during the Caprlcornlan by-electlon, or the abaurditles_ﬁ
: ~ On the other hand/ .
of book and f11m censorshlp, the case 1s clear. Labor's L
‘pollcy now is that people should be free from attacks on their PR
prlvate views and actlons, and free to read what they want to

~read, and the only llmltatlon placed on publications or perform-'*'

'iances is that people should not have materlal offen81ve to them £ i
" forced upon them, whether on street corners door-to-door or .;-‘ht%
..through the malls.' Slr Henry Bolte, on behalf of the il-

ﬂ;leeral phllosophy has sald that what Australla needs is not less

.{ censbrship but more. - - | L --;3A‘§

_ The fact is that in Australla, major 1ssues of policy doj,,
’»tend to get polarlsed between the two partles, though there are

«gulssues occa31onally on whlch a free vote 13 taken in our Parlia--:

:fments.“; Generally Mr. Mayhew argues for a far more loose systemqf

;“Of party sovernment fbut the danser there is that we - could drlftxlf
. i _'S‘pemaLColl'ectlons FIJnde’rS UnlverSIty L1brary RN




: back"to'ﬁheesitnafioniwhichvexietedubeforecPanc§‘activity in
Australia - constent and debilitating changee of government.

~ As’a cure fb‘r the pbsition England finds .itself in,
Mr. Mayhew proposes that there should be a much less rigid
,pattern of voting on party 1inee in Parliament,‘a much ‘less rigid
‘division of partiee on class 1ines,a clarification of the ‘real
1esues-wh1ch should be concernlng governmene. and w;bh these an .
ending of gamesmanship. .He'proposes a far. greater degree of
’_committee work, as occuns in the United States Congress, where
.~b1-partisan committees w1th considerable ‘powers investigate
‘»expenditures or aspects of legislation and report back to the
»house, and indeed»thereris a goodrcaee fpr more'committee work
being}done?inAWeStminater-cype Parliaments;“_ Butzthe'difference'
" between a Earlianent.and Congress should benoted. The Executive
:'and the'Legielature in America'ie senanateg heads of Departmenta
do not 8it on ‘the f£loor - of the House and answer questions.
Withcut a radical restructuring of legislative and administrativee
_methoae, Auitraliancgovernments.wonid find'it hard to. implement

"ecommitteea of the precise American model, though they certainly

.could do more than 1a at present being done. As for the other

a-;matters, I don't think it 19 any longer possible tc say that the

| - Labor Party in Auetralia reflects a hide-bound class situation.

jRather it attracts a quite significant white-collar vote and is
:«nreflecting a changing social-eduoational aituation._ Its internal
probleme are thoee of adjusting to the Lind of new support it
can command, and clearly the Party vote w111 have to be maintained

if ih is to achleve the reforms theee supporters are expecting.

| Amcng the new issues which Mr. Mayhew considers ehould be
‘ concerning our governments are 'human factore in technological
idevelopment’, the 'etreee caused in- eociety by stimulating
artificial. coneumer needs', the 'over-stimulatlon of grievancea‘
iobserved when the eoclal ideal projecbed by masa media is a style
‘of life that comes w1th a’ 845,000 annual income, the ‘climate of
delinquency .our society encouragee, ‘and the neglect of mental

health. These arc all admirably important matters and. should

Du’nstah C_)Qliection, Special.ColIebtion_s, FIindecs University Library.
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concern us all, not only governments but also editofs, tele~-
vision magnates, justices and voters. They aré~not métters
.about which party games should be played by anybody. And so
what he is really arguing for is moral parliaments, not the
morality of a fundamentalist revival but the morality required
in the intelligent exercise of powers that can make sense of
and bring change to the more distressing social and political

anomalies that crowd in upon us,

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



