-

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byj‘: CORE

provided by Flinders Academic Commons

£ .
¥ Flinders
e UNIVERSITY

Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/3522
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Broadcast by the Hon. Don Dunstan, Q.C., M.P.

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/3522

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan


https://core.ac.uk/display/43327974?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

Prior to the preparation of the report of the Town
Planning Cormittes on Adelaide metropolitan development in
1962, the National Fitness Council nade a survey of
recrcation facilitiea and areas availadble to the population
of Adelaide and conclud'u'd that we were acquiring recreation
areas at cbout one tenth the rate needed to provide for
adoguate sporting and open space facilities and the tinme
wos fast approaching when Adelaide would have lost the
opportunity to acguire these aréas at an economic price,

¥hen the 'I'own Plamning report was presented to Parliament,
they made it clear that there were consideradle areas within
that covered by the Ketropolitan Adelaide Development Plan
which should be roserved for open spaces and should bve, in
due course, acguired by public authority. They reconcended
that noney be raised to acguire and develop these areas
through additional rates to be imposed by local councils,
the revenue of wiiich would de paid into a counron fund
and used to service the loans raised to pay for the acguieition.,

Between 1962 and 1965 councils in the metropolitan area
made 4t clear that they were unwilling to proceed in this
vay to impose sdditional rates to finance new recreation

areas,

¥When the Labor Government took office a meeting was
held with memberg of local councils and I put it to thc:lhnt
the situation weeid decome urgent and indeed deapemte,&nleaa
the areas recommended by the Town Planning Conmnittes were
acquired they would be lost to us forever. JAlready in large

arcas of the city, sporting clubs ,h were unable to f£ind
adsquate grounds to play on and Tab-ae e duty, either

to comply with the recomuendations of the Town Plenning
conmatteg to ask the Government to raise the necessary

revenue to support the Government in doing so. It
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would not be in accordance y,ith their meeting their moral
end pudblic responsidilities simply to wash their hands of
the matter. I could get no agreeaent among the councils
as to ghat they would do.

The Labor Government then pasgsed the Planning and
Development Act which allowed the planning and developsent
authority to reserve and acguire the necessary lanid and
‘to reise loans ¢o be paid iato a fund for acguisition
and development of pudlic open apaces and recreation
facilitiess Dut undsr the provisions of ¢the Commonwealth
Pinencisl Agresment the amount which the authority can
raise in public loans is not gufficient to meet the
cost of scquisition of the lands.

In my policy speech I proposed a aimilar provision
to that which has worked very well for the pudblic in
Perth -~ that is a special metropolitan land tax with
renissions to those who were too poor to pay and which
wonld provide the necessary extra money for us to meet
the cost of acguisition of the land, This subjoct was
not nentioned in the policy speech of the Lideral and Country
League, and indeed we heard nothing from them adbout the
provision of adequate recreational facilities in South
Australie. Since the Liborsl and Country League Governoent
hat ¢oken office, we have not hcard a word of acquisition
for opsn space. ¥o have, on the other hand, heard from
the Minister in chagge of Town Plamning (Mr. Hill) a nuzmber
of thinge clearly opposed to the dest intereats of planning
and developmant, Now, this matter cannot be allowsd to go on.
I we lose yhe land, either if it ic not reserved or not
acquired, then posterity will bitterly and rightly dvlame us
for failing to do our Job. e tust demand from the Government
ihlt its programpe is in this arez because so far all that
we have from them is silence gnd apparent policy of masterly
tnactivity,

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



