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5KA 28/11/60 

A.L.P. BROADCAST PRESENTED BY DON DUNSTAN 

MEMBER FOR NORWOOD 

Good Evening, 

The Premier, S i r Thomas P lay fo rd , approached t h e r e c e n t 

From by?©lection with h i s usual ' aplopb and with h i s usua l 

p r o c l i v i t i e s f o r making i l l - f o u n d e d pronouncements q u i t e 

unimpaired. 

At h i s opening meeting a t Quorn he announced t h a t two 

important new i n d u s t r i e s would be coming t o South A u s t r a l i a , 

he had nego t i a t ed f o r them and t h e i r a r r i v a l was assured as a 

r e s u l t of h i s good salesmanship. When, however, i t came t o 

t e l l i n g us what they were, S i r Thomas was coy. The whole th ing 

was too important , too d e l i c a t e , too s e c r e t a t t h i s s t age to do 

more than say what he had. He c o u l d n ' t t e l l us what the new 

i n d u s t r i e s were, and we haven»t hdd the in format ion vouchsafed 

to us s i n c e . 

A f t e r promising Hawker a new bore f o r i t s town water supply 

(which had beenpreviously arranged anyway) a new dam f o r Blinman 

and more school teachers f o r Leigh Creek, where the school has beer 

u n d e r s t a f f e d f o r years and where h i s be la ted i n t e r e s t seemed to 

have been s t imula ted only by the f a c t of a pending e l e c t i o n -

S i r Thomas cantered o f f t o Peterborough where he was determined 

t o d e l i v e r himself of one of h i s more thunderous u t t e r a n c e s . 

"750 men t o work f o r e ight years on S. A. r a i l l i n k . 

£21m. Broken H i l l - P i r i e j ob" , sa id banner head l ines 

i n the News next day. Let me quote you the whole 

s t o ry as i t appeared i n t h a t newspaper. 

"The Premier sa id he expected to hear wi th in two or 
t h r ee weeks from t h e Federa l Government on plans now 
being considered by Federa l Government mnqricac f o r the 
r a i l s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n p r o j e c t . 

"He sa id immediately t h e plan was approved the S t a t e 
Government hoped to c a l l tenders f o r the r o l l i n g 
s tock replacament f o r locos , f r e i g h t t rucks and 
passenger ca r r i ages t o equal capaci ty of these t a 
R&Kotfdt a t p resen t i n s e r v i c e on the Peterborough 
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"The Commonwealth under the r a i l s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n agreement, 
was committed t o parying the whole c o s t of l i n e cons t ruc t i on 
and s id ing stock with t h e S t a t e Government repaying 30/i 
over a 45 year per iod . 

"He sa id an ea r ly s t a r t on r o l l i n g s tock replacement 
would enable t h i s equipment t o be put i n s e r v i c e be fore 
completion of t h e r a i l l ay ing with a saving of £10,000 
per week t o the S.A.R. 

"At p resen t the S,A.R. i n t h i s d i v i s i o n was using steam 
locomotives, the economics of which did not match the 
change t o d i e s e l opera t ion i n o ther S.A.R. d i v i s i o n s . 

" S p e c i f i c a t i o n s were a l r eady drawn up by S.A.R. f o r those 
r o l l i n g s tock requi rements . 

"The Premier s a i d , t h a t t he tremendous growth a t Whyalla, 
where the B.H.P. was expected t o spend up t o £$0m. on i t s 
s t e i l works p r o j e c t matched by an equal sum t o be spent by 
t he S t a t e Government i n providing housing and water power and 
o the r s e rv i ce s made i t obvious t h a t t h i s cen t re should a l so 
be l inked with a s tandard gauge running c l e a r from N.S.W. t o 
Whyalla." 

This i s i n t e r p r e t e d to mean t h a t i f the Commonwealth f e e l s i t i s 
not obliged to a s s i s t i n cons t ruc t ion of a ra i lway from Whyalla 

to Por t Augusta t he S t a t e Government w i l l consider the p r o j e c t on 
i t s own. 

"The Premier ' s announcement has hear tened both business people 
and rai lway workers i n the Peterborough a r e a . 

"Fears had been expressed t h a t r a i l s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n might mean 
a wholesale t r a n s f e r of the Peterborough workshops to Por t 
P i r i e or o the r c e n t r e s . 

"The Premier sa id Peterborough would not be by-passed, the 
ra i lway works would not be c losed down, norwould rai lway 
employment s u f f e r with t h e i n t roduc t ion of d i e s e l s i n t o the 
d i v i s i o n . 

" In f a c t , he expected an i n c r e a s e i n work a v a i l a b l e with 
increased t r a f f i c running d i r e c t from N.S.W. t o tf.A. in the 
f u t u r e . " 

Wow those *?ho were aware of t h e evidence given t h a t very 

morning t o t he Publ ic Works Standing Committee, evidence which 

c o n f l i c t e d markedly with the views expressed by the Premier, 

might have been pardoned f o r t r e a t i n g the P remie r ' s s tatement with 

r e s e r v e . 

Coming as i t did only t h ree days before t h e Frome p o l l , 
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S i r Thomas* speech was obviously designed to g e t t he working 

people of Peterborough t o vote him a resounding pledge of t h e i r 

conf idence. They d i d n j t . 

Nov t h a t t h e period mentioned by the Premier has e lapsed, we 

f i n d even l e s s s ign than before t h a t t he r a i l s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n 

agreement i s to be c a r r i e d out by Federa l Government. 

We see no t ende r s f o r new r o l l i n g stock ca l l ed - no 75>0 engaged 

no s tandardised r a i l l i n k commenced. 

Now the important thing about a l l t h i s i s t h a t t h i s s o r t of 

gay announcement by the Premier i s not r a r e or unusua l . We have 

had such announcements be fo re about o i l development, i n d u s t r i a l 

development a t E l i zabe th , t he deep sea por t i n t h e South Eas t , 

t he atomic power p l a n t , country meat works, the g r e a t new indus t ry 

S i r Thomas was going to bring back with him from t h e U.S.A. but 

which u n f o r t u n a t e l y go t l o s t somewhere in the P a c i f i c - one could 

go on and on. We have been fed too long on t h i s kind of f a i r y 

s t o r y , the f a c t i s t h a t t h i s S t a t e ' s i n d u s t r i a l development s ince 

1959 h a s t>een t he worst i n the Commonwealth and when t h i s i s added 

to t he L.C.L. Government's woeful record on educa t ion , h o s p i t a l s , 

ch i ld and aged w e l f a r e , i n d u s t r i a l s a f e t y , i t makes a very sor ry 

p i c t u r e indeed. 

Goodnight. 
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