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Dynamics in Microbial Composition and Functionality over a Season in Two Contrasting Estuarine Systems

In aquatic microbial ecology it remains unclear how bacterial community composition and dynamics are coupled to
functionality, and whether this putative coupling varies over the season. In this study we address the questions if bacterial
community composition can be linked to community function, and how this coupling is affected by environmental
conditions during a season. Surface samples were obtained monthly from two estuaries of contrasting nutrient richness
and hydrography.
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