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EEL AT BET T o I8\ 18 With the expansion of technology infrastructure and the increasing

penetration of smartphones, the use of new technologies and applications among the general public,
especially the younger generation, is increasing rapidly. The use of these applications not only increases
social communication in the context of cyberspace, but also can accelerate and facilitate the process of
homework and student projects from the beginning (resource search) to the end (report writing). Obviously,
the use of new technologies requires the use of special skills and strategies for successful and beneficial
interaction with virtual environments and technology. Research on information literacy provides a long list
of skills needed by technology users in the 21st century to manage the challenges of using new technology
tools. Definitely one of the basic and important skills that is needed when working with word processors is
typing words quickly and correctly to enter data and receive appropriate feedback from the system or other
users. The ability to type quickly and insert words correctly is essential in the use of cyberspace and the
effective use of many applications, and not mastering how to enter information correctly can disrupt the
process of installing or running applications. This study aimed at examining the role of autocorrect software
use in learning English as a foreign language.

m 203 university students of General English courses participated in the study. Their use of
autocorrect software was evaluated by Autocorrect Software Use Scale (ASUS). ASUS assesses autocorrect
software use with respect to five components including the importance of spelling skills in learning English
with autocorrect, students’ awareness of the way autocorrect works, its educational value, its error
correction function, and its value in improving English spelling and writing skills. Achievement in learning
English was assessed by both formative and summative evaluations in General English course. The data
were analyzed by both descriptive (mean and standard deviation) and inferential statistics (correlation and
regression methods).

m The results of correlation showed that there was a positive and significant relationship between
learning English and ASUS and its four components; while the strongest correlations were related to factor
1, the importance of spelling skills in learning English (r=.215, p<.01) and factor 3, educational value of
autocorrect software (r=.214, p<.01). The result of multiple regressions revealed that these factors function
as the facilitator of learning English and can significantly predict more than 10% of its variance.

The present study showed that the attitude towards using automatic word correction software
has a significant relationship with learning English as a foreign language. The importance of spelling skills and
awareness of the educational value of software was one of the facilitating components of language learning,
while the general language course focuses on vocabulary learning, reading, and learning techniques. It is
suggested that research be conducted on the role of automated software in classes that focus more on oral
skills. The role of these software programs in sending text messages via SMS or micro-blogs (such as Twitter)
in language learning should also be examined.
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Table 1: KMO and Bartlett’s Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin measure of sampling Adequacy. .610

Bartlett's test of sphericity Approx. Chi-square 1109.551
df 120
Sig. .000
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Table 2: Total and cumulative variances explained by 5 factors of ASUS

Factors Eigenvalues % of Variance Cumulative %
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4 1.823 11.392 54.235
5 1.814 11.340 65.575
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Table 3: Rotated component matrix of ASUS
Components
Items 1 2 3 4 5
1. Spelling skill is important in learning English using AC in our time. .891
2. Spelling skill is important in learning English using AC in the future 893
3.1 am aware of the existence of AC on my PC. 742
4.1 am aware of the existence of AC on my smart phone. .785
5.1 know how AC works on my PC. .852
6. | know how AC works on my smart phone. .839
7. ACis a valuable app. .699
8. Using AC helps me overcome my problems in spelling English words. .577
9. I always use AC. .688
10. | am completely dependent on AC. 722
11. | pay attention to correct spelling of the words | misspelled while | am using AC. .855
12. I try to learn the spelling of the words | misspelled while | am working with AC. .855
13. If | disable AC, | doubt the spelling of the words | write. 429
14. | think using AC has made me careless towards the spelling of English words.* 777
15. Using AC weakens my writing skills. * .762
16. It is necessary for everyone to use AC to learn correct spelling of English words. .487

* Reverse items
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Table 4: Reliability coefficients of ASUS and its 5 factors

Factors Cronbach’s alpha
1. The importance of spelling skill in using AC .83
2. AC function awareness .81
3. Educational value of AC .63
4. AC error correction function .82
5. AC value in learning English spelling/writing .61
ASUS 72
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Table 5: Descriptive statistics of ASUS

Variables Mean sD
The importance of spelling skill in using AC 3.820 .949
AC function awareness 3.747 1.008
Educational value of AC 3.167 .780
AC error correction function 3.482 1.070
AC value in learning English spelling/writing 3.375 .576
ASUS 3.485 464
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Table 6: Correlation matrix of the variables

Factor Factor Factor Factor Factor

English ASUS 1 2 3 4 5
English 1 339" 215 .190" .214™ 173" 132
ASUS 1 A416™  .649™ 582" 568"  .429™
Factor 1 1 177" -.023 .055 .185™
Factor 2 1 117 .089 -.047
Factor 3 1 315" .043
Factor 4 1 272"
Factor 5 1

**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level.

*_ Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level.
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Fig. 1: Normal probability plot
MNormal P-P Plot of Regression Standardized Residual
Dependent Varlable: English
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Table 7: Model summary

Adjusted R Std. error of the
Model R R square )
square estimate
1 .345° 119 .102 2.094
osbly Jelo b A g
Table 8: ANOVA
Sum of Mean )
Model df F Sig.
squares square
Regression 117.627 4 29.407 6.705 .000
1 Residual 868.336 198 4.386
Total 985.964 202

o il 5 8 lailisl ol A Jgax

Table 9: Standardized and unstandardized coefficients

Unstandardized Standardized
coefficients coefficients
Model t Sig.
Std.
B Beta
Error
(Constant) 11.415 .976 11.697 .000
Factor 1 445 .158 191 2.817 .005*
1 Factor 2 .280 .150 128 1.867 .063
Factor 3 492 .200 174 2.458 .015*
Factor 4 .198 .145 .096 1.359 .176
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