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This book provides an investigation of Plutarch’s use of earlier Persica in his biography
of Artaxerxes II, with pride of place dedicated to his adaptions of passages culled from
the works of Ctesias and Deinon. Throughout the volume, the A. stresses the fact that
Plutarch often significantly re-elaborated his source texts, rather than simply stringing
together loosely related passages. Plutarch’s work method is one of the core questions
of this monograph; conversely, the A. is also interested in what his oeuvre can tell us
about the sources he used.

In the introduction, the A. sketches his research questions and his methodology. He
offers relevant background information to both Plutarch as a writer, his biographies
and the Life of Artaxerxes, as well as to the genre of the Persica on which Plutarch drew
for the latter work. Plutarch’s interest in moral philosophy and the impact of Platonic
ideas on Plutarch are repeatedly emphasized.

In the book’s central part, Ctesias and Deinon are treated in two chapters each, while
one is dedicated to Heracleides. For all authors, meticulous analyses are provided of
which sections were incorporated by Plutarch into his Life of Artaxerxes and by what
means, often to insightful results. The A. claims e.g., that Plutarch was acquainted with
the works of Deinon only indirectly, and is able to demonstrate significant alterations
to Ctesias’ text by Plutarch aimed at underscoring the unreliability of the Cnidian.
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