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The Dangerous Qualities of Hope in Thucydides - Handout
Laurel Fulkerson, The Florida State University: Ifulkerson@fsu.edu

1) First sentence of Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War 1.1.1: [Thucydides the
Athenian wrote the history of the war fought by the Peloponnesians and the Athenians
against one another,] beginning at the start of the war and expecting it to be great and more
worthy of treatment than all that had preceded (ap&apevog ev0Bvg kabiotapévov Kol éAticag
uéyov te Eoecban Kol AEI0AOYMTATOV TMV TPOYEYEVNUEVOV).

2) Hesiod Works and Days 96-7: [Pandora opens the jar, and many evils fly out,] but Hope
alone remained there, in its unbreakable home within the mouth of the jar (uovvn 6’ avtoo1
"EAmtic &v apprktotot dopotowv/ Evdov Eueve mibov Vo yeideotv).

3) Generalising statement about hope, Thuc. 4.108.4: Men are wont to entrust what they
desire to unreflecting hope, and to push aside with sovereign reason what they do not want
(elw0OTEC 01 GvOpmToL 00 Py émbvpodoty EAmidn dnepiorénte d186var, O 8¢ R Tposisviol
Aoyiou® avtokpatopt SiwbeicOon).

4) Corinthians on Athenians, Thuc. 1.70.3 and 7: daring beyond their resources, running
dangers beyond their judgment, and of good hopes, even in dreadful circumstances (a01g 62
ol HEV Kol TTopd SVVOULY TOAUNTOL KOl TOpa YVOUNY KIVOUVELTOL Kol €V TOTG OEVOIg
gvélmoece) But if it happens that they miss out on something they have tried, they hope
again and fill out the loss. For with them alone are hoping and having the same thing when
they have put their minds to it, on account of the swiftness with which they take in hand what
they have decided (fjv 8’ épa tov kol meipg GEAADOLY, AVTEATIGAVTES GALO ETAPOCOV TNV
ypeiove pdvot yap &xovai te Opoing kol EéArilovoty d v émvoniomaot 61d TO Tayelay TNV
gmysipnow moigicOar dv av yvdowv).

5a: Cleon’s speech, Thuc. 3.39.3: The Mytileneans became bold about the future and
conceived hopes greater than their resources but less than their desires (yevopevot 8¢ mpog 0
HEALOV Bpacels Kol EATIGaVTES LOKPOTEPQ LEV THG dVVANE®S, EMAGom & THG BOVANGE®C).

5b) Diodotus’ speech, Thuc. 3.45.1 and 5: But men are inspired by hope to run risks, and
nobody has ever yet entered into a dreadful situation while convinced that he would not
succeed (6pwmg 6¢ Tij EATidL EmalpOUEVOL KIVOLVEDOVGT, KOl OVOEIS T KOTOYVODG E0VTOD N
neptécecon 1 dmPovrevpatt AOev &c 1o Sewvdv). Hope and desire are everywhere: desire
leads, hope follows; desire makes a plan and hope makes the path of luck seem easy; these
two emotions are extremely harmful (] te éhmic kai 0 £pw¢ &mi mavti, 6 p&v yoduevog, i 6’
gpemopévn, Kol 6 pev v EmPoviny ékepovtilwv 1) ¢ TV edmopiav TG TOYNG VToTIOElcA
mAelota PAATTTOVG).

6) Melians and Athenians, Thuc. 5.102-3: for us, yielding without a fight is hopeless, but by
acting, there might still be hope of standing upright (ai piv o pév eifat e00Vg dvérmoTov,
uetd 8¢ tod dpwuévou £t kal otijvon EAmig 0pOdc). Hope is a solace in dangerous situations,
and for those who have further wherewithal. For if she harms, she still does not ruin. But for
those who put it all on one throw, since she is by nature prodigal, only when disaster occurs
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does she make her true nature known, and when she is known she leaves her victim no
resources with which to guard against her in the future ... [only fools] when the visible
grounds of hope leave them in distress, take themselves to invisible ones — divination,
oracles, and such things — which ruin men through hopes (EArig 8¢ kivdOve Topapvdiov
0060, TOVG L&V GO TEPLOVGIOG YPOUEVOLC aTH, kv PAdyT, 00 KaOeTheve ToiC 8¢ &g Gmov TO
VIAPYOV AVAPPITTODCL SATOVOG YOP EVGEL ALLOL TE YIYVOOKETO GOAAEVTOV Kol €V T &Tt
eLAAEETOL TIC VTNV Yvopiobeicay ovk EAAeinel ... énelddy melopévoug adTovg EMMTOoY
ol eavepal EATioES, £mi TaG Apavelg kabioTavtal, HOVTIKIY TE Kol ¥pnoprols kol doo TolodTo
Het’ EAmio®v Avpaivetat).

7a) Embarkation of Sicilian Expedition, Thuc. 6.30: [the men left] with hope and
lamentations, (uet’ éAmidog te dua idvtec kai OAoLpu®dV); they hope to conquer but worry
that they may never return.

7b) Sicilian expedition was, Thuc. 6.31: the longest voyage from home to date and
undertaken with the highest hopes for the future, as compared to their present resources
(uéyrotog 1jdn damhovg amod T oikeing Kol £ml peyiotn EATIOL TOV HEAAOVI®V TPOG TAL
VIapyovTa. Emeyelpnomn).

8a) various Athenian hopes in Sicily, Thuc 6.68: great hope of victory (ueydinv v éAmida
T vikng &yxew); allies have no hope of safety unless they conguer, 6.69 (nepi tfic adtika
avelmiotov cotpiag); victory makes them hope for other allies, 6.71.2 (6.¢ fiAmiov petd
TV Péymv LOAALOV 6@V vITaKoLGesOat).

8b) Hopes of the Spartan Gylippus, sent to help the Syracusans, Thuc. 6.104: at first arrival,
gives up hope of Sicily, but perhaps Italy? (tfic pév Zikehiag odrétt EAmida ovdepiav eiyev 6
IMMmnoc, v 6¢ TtaAiav fovAduevog mepurotijcot).

8c) Nicias loses hope, Thuc. 7.4: Gylippus arrives in Sicily, which Nicias interprets as
making his chances on land hopeless (6p®v T éx tfig yfic opiotv §on, énedn IdMnrog fKev,
avedmototepa 6vra); 7.8 Nicias sends messages home about being in a critical situation, év
JEVOIG,.

8d) Gylippus decides to engage in a sea battle, Thuc. 7.21.2: hoping to accomplish
something worthwhile by the risk (éAzilewv yap an’ avtod Tt Epyov d&lov Tod KIvduvou &g
10V mOAepoV katepydoeobar). Syracusans full of hope, 7.25 (év éArmiow) and encourage the
hopes of their Sicilian compatriots (év éArmiow eici). Syracusan naval victory gives them the
confident hope that are now much superior to the Athenians on the sea, 7.41 (koi v éAmida
H0n &yvpav elyov Taig pév vowei kai moAd kpeicoovg etvar). Gylippus hopes even to storm
the Athenian walls, 7.46 (&¢ £&v EAmidn v kai ta teiyn OV AOnvaiov aiprosv PBig).

8e) Athenians find situation hopeless, 7.47, (té te dAlo 611 GvélmeTa OOTOIC £QOIVETO);
Nicias thinks there is still hope, 7.48, (éAmidog 11 £T1 TOPETYE TOVIPOTEPD TAV CPETEPOV
g€oecbat, v KopTEPDGL TPOTKAONLEVOL).

8f) Nicias, Thuc. 7.61: encourages troops not to feel an expectation of fear that is like their
sufferings (v éAxida tod eofov opoiav taig Evpeopais. Rather, they should hope for



fortune to take their side (10 tfig TOYNC KAV ned’ NuAdV éAricavrtes otijvar). Gylippus notes
that those been deceived in their estimation of their abilities, against all expectation,
therefore give way entirely, 7.66 (map’éAmida tod adyNUATOC GEAAAOUEVOL KOL TP iGYDV
¢ duvdpewg évadoaotv). Syracusans have had their hopes doubled, by defeating the
strongest, and, for the most part, the greatest hope inspires in men the greatest zeal for their
endeavors, 7.67 10 kpatictovc givort i 100G kpoTicTovg Eviknoopey, Smacio £KAGTO 1)
éhmice 10 0€ TOAAA TPOG TAG EMXEPNOELS N peyiotn EAmig peyiotnv kol thv tpobupiov
TOPEYETAL).

8g) Athenians realize that they have little hope of escape by land, 7.71 (koi tote 101G
Abnvaiolg avélmeTtov RV 10 Kotd YRV codfcecOat). They march out, having lost all their
ships, and instead of their high hopes, endangering themselves and Athens, 7.75 (t6¢ te vadg
ATOAMAEKOTEG TAGOG ATEXDPOLY Kol AVTL LEYOANC EATTIO0G Kol 00TOL KO 1] TOALG
Kwovvevovteg). Nicias encourages hope, since men have been redeemed from even worse
evils, 7.77 (& Abnvaior koi Edppoyot, EAmida yp1 Exetv (18M TveC kai &k Sevotépmv 1
To1dVvoe éomwbnoav)). He himself is still boldly hopeful about the future, 7.77 (1) uév &élmig
Odumg Opaoeio Tod pérdovtog). Itis, in fact, reasonable to hope for kinder things from the
gods, 7.77 (xai Nuag ikoc vov 1a 1€ anod 1od Beod Edmiley nmidtepa EEcv (oikToL Yap A’
avTAV AE1DOTEPOL )ON EGUEV T| POOVOVL).



