View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by TfCORE

provided by Universiti Putra Malaysia Institutional Repository

UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA

WIVES' WORK IDLE AMONG PADI -FARMING HOUSEHOLDS
IN TWO VILLAGES IN MALAYSIA

FE J. DAGOY

FPP L 1989 2


https://core.ac.uk/display/43000868?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

WIVES' WORK ROLE AMONG PADI-FARMING HOUSEHOLDS

IN ™WO VILLAGES IN MALAYSIA

by

FE J. DAGOY

A Thesis Submitted
in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Degree Master of Science
in the Center for Extension and Continuing Education
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia

April 1989



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

At every step along the way, 1 was greatly assisted by
many talented and generous persons. Some, but by no means all,
of these individuals are mentioned below.

First, I wish to express my thanks to the Visayas State
College of Agriculture (ViSCA) through President Dr. Marianito
R. Villanueva, Dr. Eliseo R. Ponce--the director of the Center
for Social Research in Small Farmer Development, and the
Scholarship Committee for their whole-hearted support and
endorsement for my graduate program; and to the Malaysian
Technical Cooperation Programme (MTCP) for its scholarship to
my husband which consequently made my graduate programme
possible.

Second, I wish to offer special thanks to my supervisors--
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rahim Md. Sail and Dr. Husna Sulaiman for
their guidance, concern and moral support throughout my
graduate work; to Dr. Ng Choon Sim for helping in the thesis
proposal stage, fieldwork and for giving me a chance to conduct
my study with her UPM-funded research entitled "Teknologi dan
Status Wanita Desa"; to Dr. Napsiah Mahfoz (UPM) and Dr. Irene
Beavers (Iowa State University) for reviewing this work; to the
respondents (who are numerous to mention) for patiently sharing
their time and providing the information needed for this study:

to Rusinah Joned for facilitating the initial stages of my

ii



field work; to Zanaria Marson, my research assistant, for her
patience, diligence and effectiveness in the data collection;
to Dr. Debra Sim of Universiti Malaya and Mr. Paul Manalo of
ASEAN Plant Quarentine for editing the draft; to Pak Maarof and
Kakak Sumiyati for their hospitality and generousity in
allowing the author to stay with them throughout my fieldwork;
to Mr. and Mrs. Pacifico Caintic, Mr. and Mrs. Basilio Dabuet,
Sri Serdang Church (especially Pastor Poh, Goody, Pastor Ho,
Linda, Ang lai Ho, Wai Ling, Bee Suet, Debbie and Joyce), Lyn
Wong, Mrs. Hew, Tai Hee, Puteh, Teng, Enya, Feyottes, Dempta,
Kiri, Jun and Zia for their concern and care.

Lastly, to my parents, brothers and sisters and in-laws
for their oconstant support and encouragement; to Salvador for his
constant love, encouragement and help; and to Eleazar for
providing great joy and happiness.

To all of the persons listed above and to many others as

well, a sincere and heartfelt "TERIMA KASIH."

FE JAZON DAGOY

iii



TABLE OF CQONTENTS
Page
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .« & ¢« « o o o o o ¢ o o o o s s o o o & ii
LIST OF TABLES . & & « « » o o o o o s o s » o« s s o » o Viii
LIST OF FIGURES . &« v & &t & s o o o« s 5 s s 5 s s o« s o X
ABSTRACT & & & o o s s s o o s s o o s o s s s s o o s &« xi

ABSI‘RAK . » L . . L] - . L . ° L ® . v L L4 - . - . - . - . xi V

CHAPTERS

I INTRODUCTION e s o o s = s 5 8 s = e s e s = s s e 1
Statement of the Problem . . . + ¢« ¢« ¢« « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ « & 3
Objectives of the Study . + ¢« « « &+ s o = « o o o 6
Significance of the Study . . « ¢ « ¢ ¢ « & &+ « « & 8
Scope and Limitations of the Study . . . « « « « « . 8
Definition of Terms . . . ¢« ¢« & v ¢« ¢« & o & o & » & 9

II REVIEWOF LITERATURE + v v v ¢ o s o o = s o » o o » 11

Theories on Spousal Division of Iabour . . . . . . . 11
Normative Interaction . . . + « & « & &« « & « & 12
Resource ThEOrYy « « ¢ o o o o o = s s o o » o & 13

Family Development TheOry « « « « & « o « o « & 17
Reproduction and Production Theory . . . . . . 20

Hypothesis of the Study . . . ¢« « ¢ ¢ &« « « « « « & 21

iv



ITT METHODOLOGY . ¢« o ¢ &« ¢ o o &

Iv

Sample Population and Villages

The Study Villages . .
The Subjects . . . . .
The Interview Schedule . . .
Measurements of Variables .
Dependent Variables . .

Independent Variables .

Demographic Characteristics

.

»

Socio-economic Characteristics

Agricultural Characteristics

Satisfaction of Work Roles

Data Collection . . « . . .

Data Analysis . . .+ + « . &

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION . .

Description of Study Sample

.

Demographic Characteristics . . . . . .

Selected Socio-economic Characteristics

Agricultural Diversification and

Technology Adoption .

Wives'/Husbands' Home and Farm Work Role

.

Wives' Work Role Determining Factors . .

Wives' Satisfaction on Work Roles

»

. 23

23

23

25

25

27

28

29

30

30

31

31

32

32

39

39

39

42

53

57

70

84



SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .

SUMMAYY o o o o o o o o o s s o o s o s o«

The Problem S R
Study Hypothesis . . ¢« & « ¢ &« « & &
Methodology ¢ v ¢« v « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o &

Findings « &« & s % « & & s & & @ % =

CoNClUSIONS + & v o o o = o o o o o o o

Implications « « « = s » % « « s % @ » & =

Implications for Practice . . . .

Implications for Further Research .

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . &« & & & o & o o » o s o s » &

APPENDICES

A Interview Schedule (English) S

B Interview Schedule (Bahasa Malaysia)

C Table on Others Most Involved for Home
1S 1S T S S S S e e S - SR Be

D Table on Others Most Involved in Child
Care Tasks 5 0000006040000

E Table of Other Most Involved in Padi
Production Tasks e e e s e e s ow o

F Table of Others Mosts Involved in Cocoa
Production Tasks s a wm w e m w e o

G Zero-Order Correlation Matrix of All

Variables . v « o s o s s s » » s s »

vi

87
87

87

88

90

96

99

99

101

103

109

128

147

149

151

154

156



Researcher's Letter
of Barat Laut Selangor Project for

to the Director

the Conduct of the Study « « « . . . .

CECE Director's Letter of Endorsement
for the Conduct of the Study

Barat Laut Selangor Project Director's
Approval for the Conduct of the Study

Map of West Malaysia Showing Location

of Study Site

*

vii

158

160

162

164



LIST OF TABLES

Table Page
1 Age and Educational Attainment of the
Respondents and Their Husbands . . . . . . . 40
2 Length of Marriage, Household Size and
Number of Dependent Children . . . . . . . 41
3 Annual Household Income and Land Area
Operated .« & &« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & ¢ o o o o o o o o = 42
4 Ownership of Selected Farm Machinery/
Equipment and Household Appliances . . . . . 44
5 Respondents' and Their Husbands Non-farm
Self/Salaried Employment . . . « « « « « . . 45
6 Comparison of Work-Role Related Beliefs
Between Husbands and Wives . . . . . . . . . 47
7 T-test of Work-Role Related Beliefs Between
Husbands and Wives . . . . . « ¢« ¢« « « « . . 52
8 Classification of Respondents and Their
Husbands' by Work Role Related Beliefs . . . 52
9 Agricultural Commodity Combination of
Respondent Households . & « ¢« &« &« o & & o & 53
10 Padi Technology Adoption Among Respondent
Households . . « « « « & o G T 55
11 Cocoa Technology Adoption Among Cocoa
Growing Respondent Households . . . . . . . 56
12 Access to Farm Machinery/Equipment By
Respondent Households . . « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o « & 57
13 Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Home
SR LGS SRS S 0 606 00 6 000 e 58

14 Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Child
Care TaskS « « « o « o o o o o o o o o o o & 60

viii



15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Padi
Production TasksS « « o « o o o o o o o o o =

Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Cocoa
Production TaskS « « o ¢ o o o o o o o o o =

Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Poultry
and Livestock Production Tasks . . « « « « «

Wives' and Husbands' Involvement in Other
Agricultural Crop Production Tasks . . . . .

Wives' Role or Involvement in Home and
Farm TAsks « ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o 2 s s s o o« &

Multiple Regression Results of All
Independent Variables on Wives' Work Roles .

Stepwise Multiple Regression Results on
Wives Overall Work Role . . « &« o « o &« « o

Multiple Regression Results on Selected
Independent Variables on Wives' Home Roles .

Stepwise Multiple Regression Results on
Wives' Home ROlE v ¢ v o & ¢ o o o o o o« & »

Multiple Regression Results on Selected
Indpendent Variables on Wives' Farm Work
ROLES & &t ¢ ¢ o o o o s s s o o o o « s » »

Stepwise Multiple Regression Results on
Wives' Farm Work ROle . « ¢ ¢ o « o = & &« =

Respondets' Level of Satisfaction in
Selected Work Roles . . ¢ ¢ ¢ &« o o o + o &

Others Most Involved in Home Tasks . . . . .
Others Most Involved in Child Care Tasks .
Others Most Involved in Padi Production Tasks
Others Most Involved in Cocoa Production Tasks

Zero-Order Correlation of All Variables . .

ix

62

65

67

68

70

72

73

76

71

81

81

85

148

150

152

155

157



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page
1 Conceptual Framework of the Study 7

2 Map of Malaysia Showing Location of
Study Site .« ¢ v v ¢ i e e e e e e e s e . o .« . 165



Abstract of thesis submitted to the Senate of Universiti
Pertanian Malaysia in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of Master of Science.

WIVES' WORK ROLE AMONG PADI-FARMING HOUSEHOLDS
IN TWO VILLAGES IN MALAYSIA
by

FE J. DAGOY
April 1989
Supervisors : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rahim Md. Sail

Co-Supervisor: Dr. Husna bt. Sulaiman

Faculty : Center for Extension and Continuing Education

The main purpose of this study was to determine wives' work
role among padi-farming households in two villages in Malaysia.
The specific dbjectives were: a) to ascertain wives' home and
farm work roles, D) to determine the factors related wives'
home and farm work roles, and c) to determine wives'
satisfaction in their home and farm work roles.

Data collected from 101 wives of padi farming households
were analyzed using the following SPSSx  subprograms:
Frequencies, Crosstabs, Reliability, T-test and Regression.

The findings of the study were:

1. The amount and degree of work participation among wives of
padi farming households were concentrated to home and child

care tasks. The amount of farm work role was low and

X1



confined to ococoa and poultry rearing. These findings
support Beneria's reproduction and production theory that
women's productive activities tend to concentrate to those
which are compatible with their child bearing and caring
functions.

Results of the regression analysis revealed that padi
farming household wives' aggregate work role (home + farm)
was critically determined by three factors, namely:
agricultural diversification, the size of land operated
and work-role related beliefs.

Further regression analyses showed that home and farm
work roles were maximally explained by different sets of
predictor variables. The important predictors for wives'
home work roles were presence of children below seven years
old, work-role related beliefs and household income.
Presence of children below seven years old and work-role
related beliefs were positively related, while household
income was negatively related to wives' home work roles.

For farm work role, the important predictor variables
were: agricultural diversification, age of husband and size
of farm operated. Agricultural diversification and age of
the husband were positively related to wives' farm work
roles, while size of 1land operated had negative

relationship.

xii
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Padi farming household wives were generally satisfied with
their home and farm work roles. Satisfaction in performing
home tasks was primarily due to the belief that it was
their responsibility to take care of their home and
children. Helping husband support the family gave

satisfaction to wives in their farm work role.
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Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti
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keperluan untuk Ijazah Master Sains.

PERANAN SIRI RUMAH DIKALANGAN ISI RUMAH PENANAM PADI
DI DUA BUAH KAMPUNG MALAYSIA

oleh

FE J. DAGOY

April 1989

Penyelia :  Prof. Madya Dr. Rahim Md. Sail
Penyelia Bersama: Dr. Husna bt. Sulaiman

Fakulti : Pusat Pengembangan dan Pendidikan Lanjutan

Tujuan utama kajian ini ialah untuk menentukan peranan
suri rumah di kalangan isi rumah penanam padi di dua kampung di
Malaysia. Objektif Khusus kajian adalah: a) untuk
mengenalpasti tugas-tugas yang dimainkan oleh suri rumah untuk
keluarga dan kerja ladang, D) untuk menentukan faktor vyang
berkaitan dengan peranan suri rumah di kalangan keluarga
penanam padi, dan c) untuk menentukan kepuasan suri rumah dalam
kerja rumah dan kerja ladang.

Data diperolehi daripada 101 orang suri rumah yang berasal
kKeluarga penanam padi. Data ini dianalisis dengan menggunakan
sub-program SPSSx: Kkekerapan, jadualsilang, kesahihan, ujian-t

dan regresi.

xiv



1.

Hasil kajian ini adalah seperti berikut:

Jumlah dan darjah penglibatan kerja di kalangan suri rumah
ini adalah tertumpu kepada tugas-tugas keluarga dan
penjagaan anak. Penglibatan kerja ladang adalah rendah dan
hanya terhad kepada penanaman koko dan penternakan ayam.
Hasil kajian ini menyokong teori reproduksi dan produksi
yang disararnkan oleh Beneria yang mengatakan bahawa
aktiviti produktif kaum wanita adalah selalunya bertumpu
kepada kerja yang berkait secara langsung dengan fungsi
reproduksi dan penjagaan anak.

Keputusan dari analisis regresi menunjukkan bahawa

peranan kerja keseluruhan (tugas keluarga dan tugas
ladang) untuk suri rumah penanam padi adalah secara
kritikalnya ditentukan oleh tiga faktor, iaitu:
pempelbagaian pertanian, saiz tanah yang diusahakan dan
kepercayaan yang berkaitan dengan peranan kerja.

Analisis regresi selanjutnya menunjukkan Dbahawa
peranan Xerja rumah dan kerja ladang dipengaruhi oleh
beberapa angkubah ramalan. Angkubah ramalan yang utama
yang mempengaruhi peranan kerja rumah bagi suri rumah
adalah mempunyai anak di Pbawah umur tujuh  tahun,
kepercayaan yang berkaitan dengan peranan kerja dan
pendapatan isi rumah. Kehadiran anak-anak di bawah tujuh

tahun dan kepercayaan yang berkaitan dengan peranan kerja

) 8%



mempunyai perkaitan yang positif; sebaliknya, pendapatan
isi rumah pula berkait secara negatif dengan peranan ker ja
rumah untuk suri rumahtangga.

Angkubah ramalan yang utama bagi peranan kerja ladang
adalah pempelbagaian aktiviti pertanian, umur suami dan
saiz tanah yang diusahakan. Pempelbagaian  aktiviti
pertanian dan umur suami mempunyai hubungan yang positif
terhadap peranan suri rumah untuk kerja ladang; manakala
saiz tanah yang diusahakan mempunyai perhubungan yang
negatif dengan peranan kerja ladang suri rumah.

Secara amnya suri rumah dari isi rumah penanam padi
berpuashati dengan peranan mereka dalam kerja rumah dan
kerja ladang. Kepuasan melakukan kerja rumah ini adalah
disebabkan oleh kepercayaan mereka, iaitu, penjagaan anak
dan keluarga adalah tanggungjawab mereka. Sebab utama
Kepuasan suri rumah dalam kerja ladang ialah keupayaan

mereka untuk membantu suami dan keluarga.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Development in the 1950s and 1960s was seen as an economic
phenomenon in which rapid gains in overall and per capita Gross
National Product (@&P) growth would either "trickle down" to
the masses in the form of Jjobs and other economic
opportunities, or <create necessary conditions for wider
distribution of economic and social benefits of growth. During
this period, a large number of Third World nations did achieve
the United Nations (UN) growth targets; however, the levels of
living of the masses remained for the most part unchanged.
Todaro (1982:95) says that the experience in the 1950s and
1960s signalled that something was very wrong with the narrow
definition of development. Stewart and Streeten (1981:148)
strongly assert that QNP growth, conventionally measured, is
unsatisfactory as the target of develdpment strategy and as the
criterion of its success and failure. Redefiniton of
development concept among less—developed countries was then
deemed necessary. The meaning of development is best contained
in the statement of Professor Dudley Seers, (1969:3) who posed
the following:

The dquestions to ask about a country's development

are therefore: What has been happening to poverty?
What has been happening to unemployment? What has



been happening to inequality? If all three of these
have declined from high levels, then beyond doubt
this has been a period of development for the
country concerned. If one or two of these central
problems have been growing worse, especially if all
three have, it would be strange to call the result
"development" even if per capita income doubled.

It is, therefore, apparent that the focus of development
should be the welfare of human beings.

Women constitute a significant portion of the human
population. Their role in development has been increasingly
appreciated. These roles are best captured in Nici Nelson's
(1979:5) statements:

Women's role in development is obviously not a simple
one; it relates to a complete range of socio-economic
activities. Women are not only users of basic
economic  services, bearers and socializers of
children, and keepers of the home, where they are
underemployed or inefficient and overworked; they
also represent a productive potential which is not
being tapped. Women form half of the population and
the development of a country cannot be realized if
half of the people lagged behind.

Failure to include women in the development process runs
counter to the true essence of development and invariably
hinders the process itself. Development programmes, which do
not take into account the cooperation and participation of
women, may be slowed down and made less effective than could

have been had the aspects been considered.

In Malaysia, the meaningful role of women is reflected in

the Fifth Malaysia Plan 1986-1990:



Women who account about one-half of the population

and constitute one-third of the labour force, play an

increasingly active role in the socio-economic

development of a country, through their involvement

in the mainstream of economic activities. They have

and will continue to contribute towards developing a

united and self-reliant society. Equal opportunities

will continue to be given to women with respect to

employment, education and access to other social

benefits (Malaysia, 1986:28).

The population of Malaysia in 1985 was 15.8 million, 7.8
million or 49.62 percent of whom were women. Majority of these
women were found in rural areas engaged mainly in agricultural
activities (Malaysia, 1986:130-131). In 1984, rubber
smallholders, padi farmers, coconut smallholders and other
agricultural households constituted a total of 748,200
households or about 46 percent of the total number of rural
households. Out of these, 116,600 (15.6 percent) were padi
farming households with 57.7 percent incidence of poverty
(Malaysia, 1986:86). The Malaysian government has placed high
priority on the development of the padi sector because it

constitutes the majority of the farming population and where

there is high incidence of poverty.
Statement of the Problem

The household as a primary unit of production, consumption
and socialization is a meaningful focus of development efforts.
It 1s a recognized fact that household members are
differentially involved in household, farm and off-farm tasks.

This variation in work roles affects the productivity and



social interaction of the husband, wife and children in the
family and in the larger society.

Meaningful development programmes aimed to benefit rural
women should be responsive to the realities women are in.
Traditionally, Southeast Asian wives have been conceived as
confined to housekeeping and child care roles, with the
provider role assigned to the husbands. These roles have been
changing as reported by Nye (cited in Wheeler and Arvey,
1981:10), who say that there is a growing tendency for wives to
share enactment of the provider role and for husbands to share
the housekeeper and child care roles.

Development programmes for women are usually designed
based on the traditional view of women's roles. Heyzer (1985:1)
reports that in Malaysia planners often focus their attention
on women's presumed  family-related responsibilities.
Similarly, Maznah, Iockhead and Vasanthi (cited in Heyzer,
1985:3) report that in the Malaysian context, it has been
amply demonstrated that development programmes, especially in
the agricultural sector, tend to concentrate on men. Farm
wives' work roles have gone beyond the confines of the four
walls of the house. Mohd. Yusof Hussain (1983:131) 1in his
study on farm wives' involvement in household and farm
decision-making in Malaysia, found that there was significant
sharing of decisions between husbands and wives in household

and farm tasks. Moreover, studies in Malaysia pointed out that



women were greatly involved in padi production especially in
such tasks as transplanting, weeding, harvesting and threshing
(Purcal, 1975; Fredericks, 1977; Kim, 1982; Maznah, 1982; and
Ng, 1985). However, due to the mechanisation and high level of
technology adoption in padi farming, women's labour was
displaced from their traditional padi production work roles.
The Malaysian padi farmers are basically smallholders, hence,
agricultural diversification is the most viable alternative to
increase income.

Scarce attempts were made to capture the actual
participation and role of padi farming households women in non-
padi agricultural activities. Failing to account the range of
roles women actually perform in farming will lead them to lose
out in terms of their access to agricultural resources,
education and training.

Many farm, home and other social activities are shared by
husbands, wives and children. Work roles of husbands, wives or
children have a somewhat uniform pattern according to location
and time factors. Farm wives' contribution in rural development
could be primarily traced to their work both in the home and in
the farm. Development programmes designed to improve the
productivity and efficiency of farm wives can only be relevant
if the programmes are responsive to wives' actual work roles.
It is, therefore, logical and appropriate that the work roles

of wives among padi farming households be adequately and



accurately understood. Thus, this study tried to capture and
quantify the range of activities that the padi farming
households wives' perform both in the home and in the farm.
Specifically, this study was conceived to answer the following
questions: What are the work roles of wives among padi farming
households? What factors determine the work roles of wives
among padi farming households? Are wives among padi farming

households satisfied with their home and farm work roles?

Objectives of the Study

The main purpose of this study was to determine wives'
work roles among padi farming households in two padi villages
in Malaysia.

The specific dbjectives were:

l. To ascertain the home and farm work roles of wives

among padi farming households:

2. To determine the factors related to home and farm work

roles of wives among padi farming households; and

3. To determine the padi farming household wives'

satisfaction in their home and farm work roles.

(See Figure 1 for the research conceptual framework)



A. Demographic Characteristics
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Figure 1

Conceptual Framework for the Study



Significance of the Study

The contribution of women in national development 1is
undoubtedly known to policy makers, politicians, academicians
and lay persons. ILockhead and Vasanthi (cited in Heyzer,
1985:5) reported that in Malaysia, projects developed for women
were frequently ill-conceived and poorly-organised, and more
often than not, they were mere appendages of larger development
schemes for men. To enhance women's participation in
development, the programmes directed at them should be tailored
to their work roles. Thus, the findings of this study will
provide more insights for development planners in their efforts
at designing development programmes for rural women,
particularly the padi farming household wives.

The findings of this study may also prove useful to
academicians, extension workers and students who want deeper

insights on the work roles of padi farming wives.

Scope and Limitations of the Study

This study focused on the work roles of padi farming wives
in two villages at Tanjung Karang, Selangor, Malaysia, where
farm mechanisation and/or modern padi technology and existence
of cocoa as a major secondary crop had been practised and
adopted by the farmers. The findings of this study could only

then be generalized to other groups of padi farming household



