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INTRODUCTION,

'Tis also very pleasant to obeerve how
tenderly he 1 and all his brethren voyage-
writere lament the miserable confinement of
the Turkish ladies, who are perhaps more free
than any ladies in the universe, and are the
only women in the world that lead a life of
uninterrupted pleasure exempt from cares;
their whole time being spent in visiting,
bathing, or the agreeable amusement of spend-
ing money, and inventing new fashions. A
husband would be thought wmad that exactead
any degree of econoumy from his wife, whose
expenses are no way limited but by her own
fancy. '*Tie his business to get money, and
hers to spend it: and this noble prerogative
extends itself to the very uweanest of the sex.
llere is a fellow that carries embroidered
handkerchiefs upon his back %o sell. And as
miserable a figure as you may suppose such a
mean dealer, yet I'll assure you hies wife
scorns to wear anything less than cloth of
gold; has her ermine furs and a vepry hand-
some set of Jewels for her head, 'Tis true
they have no places but the bagnios, and these
can only be seen by their own sex; however
that 13 a divereion they take great pleasure
in,
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Aaron Hill travelled to Constantinople at the
age of fifteen and was received with kindness
by his relative, Lord Paget, at that time the
British Ambassador to the Port. He returned
to England in 1703 in the suite and soon af-
terwards published his Account of Turkey in
folio, a very crude and Juvenile performance.
He lived, nowever, to write sara and Merope,
tragedies, which had considerable success on
the English stage,

The Letters and .orks of Lady dary vortley
gontagu. Ldited by Her Great Grandson, Lord
whapneliffe, Her letter to the Countess of
Bristol, Vol., I1I, p. 48.




Upon the whole 1 look upon the Turkish
women as the only free people in the empire:
the very divan pays respect to them; and the
Grand-Signior himself, when a pasha is exe-
cuted, never violates the privileges of the

harem (or women's apartaent), which remains

unsearched and entire to the widow, They
are queens of their slaves, whom the husband
has no permigsion so much as to look upon, ex-
cept it be an old woman or two that his lady
chooses, 'is true their law permits them
four wives; but there is no instance of a
man of quality that makes use of this liberty,
or of a woman of rank that would suffer it.
Wwhen a husband happens to be inconstant (as
those things will happen), he keeps his mis-
tress in a house apart, and visits her as
privately as he can; Just as it is with

you. Amongst all the great men here, I

only know the Tefterdar (i.e. treasurer)

that keeps a nuuber of she slaves for his own
use (that is, on his own side of the house
for a slave once given to serve a lady is en-
tirely at her disposal), and he is spoken of
as a libertine, or what we should call a rake,
and his wife won't see him, though she con-
tinves to live in his house. 1

# %= W

I know you'll expect I should say some-
thing particular of the slaves; and you will
imagine me half a Turk when 1 don't speak of
it with the same horror other Christians have
done before me. But I eannot forbear ap-
plauding the humanity of the Turks to these
creaturee; they are never ill used; and
their slavery is, in my opinion, no worse
than gervitude all over the world, 'Tis
true they have no wages; but they give them
yearly clothes to a higher value than our

1.

Ibid., Her letter to the Countess of iar,
fldriﬂn@ple (Edirﬂej. 1717, Vol. I' De 374,



salaries to our ordinary servants. But you'll
object, that wmen buy women with an eye to evil.
In my opinion they are bought and sold as pub-
licly and as infamously in all our Christian
great cities, 1

woow W

These are reflections written by George
Eliot's ancestor, the Lady dary vwortley lontagu,
wife of the British Ambaesador to Turkey in 1717,
about a hundred years before George “liot was born,
To the Western mind, they appear like an extract
from some fantastic fairy tale, but I, who have
heard very similar accounts from my grandaother,
when a small child, accounts which resembled the
Arabian N;ghgg which Lady Mary also mentions,iacan
confirm their closeness to the actual truth, wy
grandmother would coupare this "golden time” as she
called it, in a tone of reproachful regret, with
the conditione of women in modern Turkey. She was
truly appalled at the "westernization” of the mod-
ern Turkish women. Those changzes in our status
which go by the namne of emancipation she described

as, under the name of modern civilization, "turning

p 1 Ibid., Her letter to the Countess of Bristol.
Vol. II’ Pe 41.
e ibid., Vol. 11, p. 27,



women into men, and depriving them of all their
natural status which adde to their feamininity".
iler criticiem of westernization recalls
to mind liuseyin Rahai, a Turkish novelist of the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, who
in many wayse stande on an equal footing with George
Eliot. His contribution to women's emancipation
is no less than hers, and was made in a similar
manner, that of teaching through characterigation,
in a series of novels exdeeding seventy in number,
Both, also, drew their material from life as they
saw i6, in a society which each knew thoroughly.
Huseyin Rahai, however, is writing of a society
different in ites culture, traditions and custous
from that of Ceorge Eliot. His ardent patriotism
makee him part company with her in his ridicule of
westernization and his condemnation of what he calls
the "aping of the Westerner", To make the effect
stronger he emphaslzes the characteristics of his
own people, which he vindicates in contrast with
the sickly imitation of foreign customs, and shows
dlaarly the harm caused by this blind and slavish
imitation, But while George Eliot's rdle in the

enancipation of women is the conlinuation of a slow



and protracted contribution by men of letters such

as Steele,

and Johnson,5 and scholars such as More, Erasmus

2 4

!&d.diaon,,"3 5w1ft,3 then Richardson,
6

1.

2.
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4.

5,
B

In "The Tatler'", chiefly in the delightful pa-
pers where irs, Jenny Distaff, Bickerstaff's
half-sister, is the editor, Steele began by at-
tacking the hypoerisy, the frivolity, the idle-
ness and immorality of the modish 1life of the
day and placed before his readers the example
of the virtuous, sincere, home~keecping woman.
Addison took up the tale as part of his policy
to "bring philosophy out of closets and libra-
ries, schools and colleges; to dwell in clubs
and assemblies, at tea-tables and in coffee-
houses"”, "The Spectator”, X,

Swift deplored the vanity, the lack of educa-
tion in women. "It is a little hard that not
one gentleman's daughter in a thousand should
be brought up to read or understand her own na-
tional tongue or judge of the easiest books
that are written in it." Jonathan Swift,
Works, (1825 edition), Vol. I, p. 233,
Richardson was a much more thorcugh champlion of
the education of women than any of his prede-
CeE8BOre. He, also, did not forget that the
virtuous woman "seeketh wool and flax and work-
eth willingly with her hands”, but he was a
more ardent supporter than the previous writers
of the systematic education of the sex. He
wrote to Mrs., Chapone letting her know how ea-
ger he was to "whet", to "stimulate ladies, to
show what they are able to do and how fit they
are to be intellectual as well aes domestic com-
panions to men of the best sense. The men

are hastening apace, dwindling into index, in-
to commonplace, into dictionary learning. The
ladies in time will tell them what is in the
works themselves - only taking care, as I
hope, not to neglect their domestic duties...."”
Samuel Richardson, Letters, ed. Barbauld (1804),
Vol. VI, p. 122,

Johnsonian Miscellanies, ed, G,Birbeck Hill,
1897.

William Boyd, History of liestern Education,
"The Broadening of Humanism',
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and Vives,l Huseyin Rahmi's work, arising from the
sudden, quick and great transition in the status of
women in Turkey is amonget the first which contribu-
ted to this subjeet in Turkish letters. His con-
cept of emancipation, therefore, differs in ite de-
tails from that of George ¥liot, but both agree on
the necessity for social, educational and economic
emancipation,

Accordingly, I intend to treat this study
from four standpoints:

(a) That of George Eliot herself, her viewe and
beliefs about women, their duty and position in the
society in which they live, as it ie reflected in
her novels;

(b) That of George Eliot'e contemporary Turkish
woman, of which my own grandmother may be taken as
a fairly zood representative, as she might have
viewed George Eliot's female characters;

(e) That of HUseyin Rahni, a man of letters
from a couvntry which, as reflected in his novels,
was completely different from that of George Lliot;

(d) Lestly, that of the writer, whose own im-
precsione are those of a Turkish woman of the mide

twentieth century, brought up in modern Turkey,

1. Ibid.



which, while retaining many of its traditions and
customs, is mainly European in outlook and way of
life,

The analysie thus provided by these vary-
ing shades of opinion would help towards a clearer
perception of the nineteenth century English woman,
as portrayed in the novels of George Eliot and as

seen through oriental eyes.



CHAPTER 1.

GEORGE RLIOT IN HER PRRIOD.

The period of Ceorge Elict's life {1819«
1880) forme one of the moest interesting studies in
the history of the emancipation of women in England,
A great wmany changes, political, religious and above
all economie, affecting as they did, every aspect
of life in the period - and not least the status
of women - made thies period particularly remark-
able,

There can be no serious doubt that these
changes had their origin in the historical forces
which were beginning to operate at the beginning of
the century and which we can venture to isolate,

Of integral importance is the French Re-
volution which chiefly expressed its ideals in nine-
teenth century tngland by means of much "propagan-
dist" literature and by the formation of many 80-
cieties, literary, political, philosophical and so
on, remarkable for their energy and aggressiveness.
Following on the French Revolution came the conser-

vative reaction in England, a movement which led to



the imposition of censorship and to pressure over
free opinion. Again, there is the religious move-
ment, the Evangelical Revival,l and, not least,
the Industrial Revolution itself, bringing mechani-
zation of industry, more rapid means of communica-
tion, and rapid enrichment to certain classes as
well as poverty to others.

These forces, then, set up a "chain of
reactions" which extended throughout nineteenth cen-
tury English society. The firet 1link in the chain,
the firet "reactor", is undoubtedly the triumph of
the middle classes whose firmly held standards and
ideals provided the basic material for the preoccu-
pation of the intellects of the age.

It is little wonder, therefore, that we
find writers, economists, educationalists and socio=-
logists absorbed by the problems attached to the

status of middle-class women. Autobiographiea,2

biographies,5 memoira,4 Jjournals and books 5

1, See C.08.Dudley, An Analysis of the System of
the Bible Society.

2. Elizabeth Sewell, Autobiography. Annie Besant,
Avtobliography.

Se C.W.8mith, Life of Florence Nightingale.

4, J.E,Butler, Memoir of John Greg.

5. C. Ve Cunnington, Feminine Attitudes in the Nine-
teenth Century. Thomas Gisborne, Dutles of
the Female Sex. C.5.Peel, A Hundred Vonder-
ful Years, 1820-1920-.
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written on the subject give us revealing accountis

of the unsatisfactory position held by women then,

A few extracts from various iupressions of the sta-

tus of the 'lady' of the time, and from demands for

a reform in the status, may help towards a better

vnderstanding of the position women were in.

A lady, to be such, must be a mere
lady, and nothing else;

wrote Marcaretta (Greg in her diary, in 18563,

She muet not work for profit, or engage
in any occupation that money can coamand, lest
she invade the risnhts of the working classes,
who live by their labour. ien in want of
employnent have pressed their way into nearly
all the shopping and retail business: that in
my early years were managed in whole, or in
part, by wouen, The conventional barrier
that pronounces it ungenteel to be hehind a
counter, or serving the publie in any mer-
cantile capacity, is greatly extended, The
gsame in household econoumy. Servants must
be up to thelr offices, which is very well,
but ladies, disuissed from the dairy; the
confectionary, the store room, the still room,
the poultry yard, the kitchen garden, and the
orchard, have hardly yet found themselves a
sphere equally useful and important in the
pursuits of trade and art to which to apply
their too abundant leisure. 1

1.

Ji EC BUtlBI‘, 022 g; h. ’ pc 526.
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The demand for a higher education as a basis for
economic independence ies expressed in the following

extract.

It is only neceesary to contrast the
vigorous life of the eighteenth century busi-
ness womnan, travelling about the country in
her own interests, with the sheltercd exis-
tence of the Victorian woman, to realize
how much the latter had loet in initiative
and independence by being protected from all
real contact with life, To contemporaries,
however, the new independence of working
women was an even wore striking contrast,
Individual women among the middle clacses
were awakening to a consciousness of their
position, and the importance of the economic
emancipation of working women was at once
manifested in its influence on better class
women and their demands for a wider sphere
and the right to individual independenc€.s...

With the deeire on their part for
social and economic freedom cane first, in the
mid-nineteenth century, the demand for higher
education and training, and secondly, the agi-
tation for the re-adaiession of women to indus-
try and the professions, 1

Again,

A demand for employment has led natu-
rally to a demand for improved education
fitting women for cmployament, and that azain
has led naturally also to a demand on the
part of many thoughtful women for a share in
making those laws and those social regulations
which have, while made exclusively by men,

1. I. Pinchbeck, u n Yiorkers and the Indust

gevolution, pp. 8156-3



resulted in leaving women at a disadvantage
at every turn, 1

John Stuart Mill, one of the advocates of women's
suffrage expressed his viewe on the subject thus:
"Hardly any decent educated occupation, save one,
is open to them. They are either governesses or
nothing."” 2 Later one comes acrogs J,vW.Adaason

who tells us that:

The demand for a great advance in the
education of wouen, which was g0 marked in
the 'seventies' and early 'eighties' was a
phase of the question then known as 'Women's
Rights', This feuminist movement begsn in
the Unlited States of America and spread to
this country about 1840, but it made little
progress here until the extension of the Par-
liamentary franchise was mooted. In origin
the English movement was economic, The die=-
parity in the numbers of the two sexes and
the inetability of fortune experienced by
meny families during the first halfl of the
century caused an increase in the nuaber of
women who were in whole or in part self-
supporting. This state of thinge was in
contradiction of widdle class tradition and
sentiment; but economic facts could not be
gainsaid, Out of a total population of
eighteen millions in 1851 three and a half
millions of women were working for a subsis-
tence, of whom five-sevenths were unmarried,
Within the next ten years the nuaber of self-
supporting women exceeded 20 per cent of the

1. C.Kingeley, liomen and Politiecs, reprinted,
1869, from "Wacmillan's Magazine"”, by the

London National Society for Woman Suffrage.
2e John Stuvart ¥ill, speech in the House of
Commons, HMay 20, 1867.
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total population, which numbered twenty mil-
lions, The middle class prejudice against
the paid employunent of women, their inferior
education and the disabilities under which
they suffered before the law, all tended to
lower the rate of renuneration for women's
work, In the language of a contemporary
pamphlet, women had 'the hardest drudgery
and scanty pay's The remedy proposed wase
better education, the vote and equality
before the law. 1

This emphagis on education could also be

heard from Rosalie Glynn Grylls, who says:

It was the Restoration which lowered
the standard and it was difficult to raise
it again in spite of the protests of advanced
thinkers like Defoe or of Steele and Addison
and the pretensions of the 'blue-stockings',
though lirs. Montagu must be given the credit
for having in 1775 proposed to found and en-
dow a college for women but let the project
drop when irs., Barbauld, a 'best-selling'
novelist of reactionary opinions, refused
the post of superintendent.....

The tremendous upheaval of the French
Revolution which raised this question of
women's, with other rights delayed reform in
the event for the reaction against its doc~
trines and the depression following the Na-
poleonic wars played into the hands of the
reactionaries in every field. This is not
to say that there were not during these peri-
ods women of high intellectusl attainments,
force of character, and creative genius, who
were independent of them; women like Eliza-
beth Fry; IHannah 4ore; Harriet ilartineau,
for instance, or the writers Fanny Burney,
Jane Austen, and the Brontes.

1, Jd.Vi.Adamson, ELnglish E£ducation, 1785-1502,
pp. 383, 324,
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There were some good schools.....and
there were some Z00d ZOVEINGES8ES,,....a8 liary
Wollestonecraft..... But sary wollestone-
craft and school teachers like the Brontes
or, later, Maurice's own sisters, were ex-
ceptions as they would have been exceptions
in any profession at any time: it is by the
general standard that we must judge. 1

Throuzh these various extracts one is able to form
a vivid picture of the status of middle-class women,
especially when one knowe that until the Aet of liar-

4 in 1870, women before and

ried Women's Property
after their marriage were conpletely dependent on
men, To thies class Ceorge ¥liot herself belonged;
yet she was radically different in her outlook, her
religziouvs and social behaviour from the majority

who 80 strictly and faithfully tried to confine
themselves to the artificial social laws and linita-
tions set around them under such terms as "sense of
prcpriety".a "feminine virtue",4 "modsaty",5 and

"ladylike",®

I Rosalie Glynn Orylls, Queen's College, 1848«
%2&8, "Existing Education for Vomen", pp.
1-12,

2 Pgblic General Statutes, 1870, vie. 33 and
a4, The Act of iarried Vomen's Property”.

Se daria Edgeworth, Pract 1l Bduc One

4,  Ibid. -
5, Hannah dore, Coelebs in Search of a Wife,

6. C.W.Cunnington, op., cit.



156

Her rebellious attitude towards the re-
ligion of her father and her rejection of the doc-
trines of Christianity amay surprise us when we go
through her novels and find how she appreciates
the importance of religion‘in hunan life, and how
Christianity gives her the basic inspiration direct-
ing all her works, and leads her to make of her
hovels a plea for humunan aolidarity.l The explana-
tion comes when we remember the ethical idealism
Christianity taught her in her Anglican home at
Griff,2 at the Kvangelical scnool of Mies Walling-

N and at the strongly Calvinistic inctitution

ton,
of the iisses Franklin at Coventry.4 The profound
influence of this early relizious education never
left her subconscious mind despite her later oute-
ward break with her religion. Her eager response
to the view that good works are the sign of a vivid

faith nay be learned from this extract which, at

1. "Religion in the Novels of George Eliot"”,

Journal of English and Germanic Pnilology,
Vol. 53, 1954,
e ]

Ibid.
Se oan Bennett, George Eliot., Her iind and Art,
pe 5.

4, Rosalie Glynn Grylls, op. cit., p. 1ll.
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the same time, shows her affectionate and ardent
dispoeition.

Migs Lewis's evangelical views demanded
action. Before the age of twelve, Hary Anne
was teaching a Sunday school class; a little
later she was devoting herself to clothing
societies and other relief work organisation. 1

At the came time she was beginning to make the ac-
gquaintance of those great classics of Christien
literature, to the indelible effecta of which her
novels, letters and journals bear teatimony.z

.Her intensely serious intellectuval wind,

her relish for literary and philosophical studies,
together with her love for leerning led her to agree
to carry on Sara Sophia Hennell's translation of
Strauss's creed-wrecking Life of Jesus, although,
if we are to judge from her letters to Sara (Jan.
1844-1846 ), she had been suffering throughout this
period from a continuous headache, which impeded

her heavily in her arduous strugzgle with German and

Greek grammar.a Sara's letter to Mr, Charles

1. Blanche Colton Williaus, George Eliot, p. %2.

e "Religion in the Novels of George Fliot",
Journal of knglish and Germanic hilology, Vol.
65, 1964,

Se Go;don 8. Haight, ed., The Oeorge ¥liot Letters,
Vol. I.
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Christian Hennell is evidence of the high reputa-
tion for efficiency which George iliot enjoyed even
then, dara says:
Your propoeition to deliver up the
Gtrauss to liary Anne has been very cordially
received, and I am sure will be a great bene-
fit. I think she will do it adairably.....

I have been very much pleased with some speci~
mens she has shown me, 1

By the publication of Charles Hennell's
Anauiry Concerning the Origin of Christianity,
George KEliot was led to abandon her early vangeli-
calism. But 1t was not till after a few years
that her scepticiem became pronounced, and a period
of active denial followed a period of uncertainty.
The process which was started by the Hennells and
Braye, wae completed when her religious scepticism
and scientific rationaliea brought her into contact
with George lenry Lewes and lilerbert Spencer. low~
ever, Jjudging from the various characters in her
novels, we find her presenting every manifestation
of Christianity which sets its ethies in a favour-

able lizht, as she herself owed her own ethice

) B Ibid., p. 171. Sara's letter to Mrs. Charles
Chrietian liennell, Jan. 1844,
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to Christianity and knew that she did.l Together
with this ethical sympathy, her marked tendency to
cherish the past and hallow it in memory makes her
hold fagt to Christianity, as 18 suggested by the

following guotation:

All the great religions of the world,
historically coneidered, are rightly the ob-
jects of deep reverence and sympathy - they
are the record of spiritual struggles, which
are the typee of our own, This is to me pre-
eminently truve of Hebrewism and Chrastianity,
on which my own youth was nourished. and in
this sense, 1 have no antagonisms towardes any
religious belief, but a strong outflow of sym-
pathy. Lvery community met to worship the
flighest Cood (which is understood to be ex-
pressed by God) carries me along in its main
current; and 1f there were not reasons
against my following such an inclination I
gshould go to church or chapel constantly for
the sake of the delightful emotions of fellow-
ship which come over me in religious assemb-
lies - the very nature of such assemblies
being the recognition of 2 binding belief or
spiritual law, which is to 1lift vs into will-
ing obedience and save us from the slavery of
unregulated paseion or impulse, 2

l. "dy soul heartily responds to your rejoicing
that society 1s attaining a more perfect idea
and exhibition of Paul’s exhortation - 'Let
the same mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus'," J,W.Cross, George Eliot' s Life
as Related in Her Letters and Journals, Vol. I,
p. 118; quoted from Journael of Fnglish and

dermanic Philology, Vol, 53, 19b64.
2, lbid., Vol, III, pp. 156-186; quoted from

Journal of English and Germanic Philology, Vol.
53, 1954, Religion in the Novels of George
Eliot".
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Ther«fore she believes that

The best minds that accept Christianity

as a divinely inspired system, believe that

the great end of the Goepel 1is not merely the

saving but the educating of men's souls, the

creating within them of holy dispositions, the

subduing of egoistical pretensions, and the

perpetual enhancing of the deeire that the

will of God - & will eynonymous with good-

nese and truth - may be done on earth, 1

Another point to wonder at is Ueorge

Eliot's disregard in her private life of the tradi-
tional laws of marriage, while her Jjournale and her
novels maintain the sanctity of the marital union.
After the death of her father (May 31, 1849) she
went on a Journey to Geneva, George Eliot had ac-
quired a somewhat larger view of life than the con-
ventional one. She was no longer satisfied with
the quite intelligent, though rather limited circle
at Coventry where she used to pay occssional visits
to her friends the Brays, who showed her warm wel-
come and even wanted her to live with them for a
considerable period, Her deeire to break forth
into the larger world now she had no domestic duties
to restrain her, made her declde to move permanent-

ly to London, She got in touch with the editor

1. George Eliot, Essays and Leaves from a Note-
Book, p. 151,
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of the "Westminster Review", iér., Chapman, who had
published her Strauss, and inquired about the board-
ing house kept by ¥dr. and lrs. Chapman in the
Strand. This event could be considered as a turn-
ing-point in her life because, while living in this
house, she not only concentrated on writing her re-~
views and articles for the "Vestminster Review" and
helping ¥r. Chapunan in the publication of a cata-
logue ra;goggé of philosophie literature, but she
also met the intellsctuval circle which had a per-
manent influence on her thoughts and life, Chap-
man's housé in the Strand became famous as the cen-
tre of a literary clterie. Here there came from
time to time Thackeray, OSickens, Carlyle, Lewes,
Thornton Hunt, Spencer, Francis lNewnan, Froude,
Emerson, Harriet iartineau, lire, Gaskell, Sir David
Brewster, W.R.Greg, Forster and Louis Blanc -~ a
galaxy of mid-Victorian talent.l George Fliot ul-
timately mingled with this literary world, discard-
ing the old conventionalities of rural and provin-
cial town life Just as she had discarded the reli-
gious viewe which now secmed to her effete, AB

her encounter and friendship with thie literary

1. Elizabeth E.Haldane, (Jeorge Fkliot and her
Times, p. 69,
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eircle brought her into even cloger contact with
the free opinions and philosophy of these thinkers,
80 also it influenced her behaviour in her private
life, Her friendship with CGeorge Henpry Lewes,
starting with mutuval intellectual adairation,
brought theu closer to each other and hence also to
mutual liking and understanding, Her translation
of Feuerbach's Egsence of Christianity at this peri-
od brought her nearer to Lewes, hen he fell il1,
she undertook some of his work and this led to a
still closer relationship with him, 3ince Lewes
wage already married but living with his three chil-
dren in separation froum his wife, they were not
able to marry. This situvation would have been
easily solved today by his divorcing his wife., But
it was not until 18568 that in England marriage could
be dissolved without a special Act of Parlisment,
A husbend petitioning for such an Act
was required first to sue for a separation,

and to bring an action for damages against
the seducer of his wife, 1

Therefore divorce was only possible for the rich,

1. ;bida’ Pe 93.



When the law wae changed, Lewes had put himself out
of court by his union with another, and at this

time it was impossible for him to face the neces-
sary steps. However as there was no objection on
elther side to thie full indepsndence of social be-
haviour, it was only conventional society which
looked at it with horror, considering it wholly
wrong to defy the law of the land as well aes of the
c¢hurch, This reaction of society certainly was,

to the last, a real trial to George ©Xliot. Fven
her Coventry associates interpreted her action as

a gross violation of social worality. To one with
a sensitive nature such as hers, one who valued so
highly the confidence of her friends, this exclusion
must have been a serious cross, Yet her course of
action was ‘etermined entliiely by her own deliberate
choice and, far from being embittered by ite results,
she was inspired by her own action, fully convinced
of ite rightnese, Her marriage was a true one in
all but legal forn, She was faithful to all 1its
social obligations, and there 1ls sbundant evidence
in her letters and her biographies that she was a
most falthful wife to Lewes, and a devoted mother

to the three children of his previous marriage.
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Long afterwards, a second marriage giving her a
legal name wae performed in the most orthodox and
convéntional manner possible. Throughout her
works George Fliot never ecorns marriage. On the
contrary, she raises it to the exalted position of
the most sacred of all human relationships, a sac-
rament, not of the church, buvt of the sublime fel-
lowship of humanity, In all her books it is re-
flected as a holy, pure, binding tie, and a sacred
obligaﬁion.

With these sad experiences lying in the
background of her life, she found it only natural
to build around the characters of her heroines
storiee reflecting her own childhood and young wo-
manhood. Each heroine reflects some facet of the
author's many-~sided personality. When we study
the heroines of her major novels, Adam Bede, The
Mill on the Flosg and diddlemarch, we realize in
each, the similarities of character and situation
to thoee of their author. This sinilarity at the
same time supporte her bellef that

sssesart 12 the nearest thing to lirfe,

it is a mode of amplifying experience and
extending our contact with our fellow men
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beyond the bounds of our personal lot. All
the wore sacred is the task of the artist
when he attempts to portray the life of the
people. Palegification here is more pernici-
ous than in the more artificial aspects of
life. It is not so serious that we should
have false ideas about evanescent fashions =
about manners and conversations cf beaux and
ducheeseg; but 1t is serioue that our sym-
pathy with the perennial Joys and strugglee,
the toil, the tragedy, and the humour of the
life of our wmore heavily-laden fellow men
should be perverted and turned toward a false
obJject instend of a true one. 1

If "art is the nearest thing to life”,

what is the purpose then in the art of prose or fic-

tion% Her answer to this question could be found
in her Leaves from a Note-Book, under the heading

of "Authorenip". Here she says:

But the man or woman who publishes wri-
tings inevitably assunee the office of teach-
er ov influencer of public opinion, Let him
protest as he will that he seeks only to amuse,
and has no intention %o do more than while a~
way an hour of leisure or weariness - 'the
idle singer of an idle hour' - he can no
more epcape influvencing the moral taste and
with it the action of the intelligence, than
a setter of fashione of furniture and drese
cen fill the shops with his designs and leave
the garniture of the persons and houses un-
affected by his industry,

Then to teach 1s the paramount purpose in author-

1. George Fliot, article in the lestminster Re-
view on "Natural History of Cerman Life:
Reihl"”, 1856,
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ship. There is no place for art for art's sake

or for the paseing of a leisure hovr, in George

Zliot's sober theory.l Her didactic purpose in

fact showed itself long before she had started writ-

ing fiction, In a letter to Sara Hennell eshe says,

I belicve 'Live and teach' should be a
proverb as well as 'iL.ive and learn', e
must teach either for good or evil: and if
we use our inward lisht as the uaker tells
us, always taking care to feed and trim it
well, our teaching in the end wmuet be for

Her emphaeis on teaching could als0o be seen twenty
years later in her letter to Frederic Harrison,
written when her fame as a novellist had been estab~-

lished:

I think aeasthetic teaching is the high-
est form of all teaching, because it deals
with 1ife in its highest coaplexity. But if
it ceases to be purely aesthetic - ir it
lapses anywhere froa the picture to the dia-
gram = it becomes the most offensive thing
of all teaching. 3

1. "The Purpose in George Eliot's Art", Anglia,
Vol., 54, 1930.
2, Gordon S5, Haight, 9p, cit., George Eliot's
to Sara Hennell, Nov. 27, 1847, Vol. I, ? 242,
2, Juoted from "The Furpose in George Eliot's
Art", Anglia, “Vol. 64, 1930,
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50 she wished to instruct and be of bene=-
fit to others, She found a fulfilment of this
wish in writing novels, supported and encouraged by
her husband, Lewes, who alwaye insisted that she
possessed

eeses 'wit, description and philosophy”; but
doubted her dramatic ability until his read-
ing of the death scene of iilly in The &ad
Fortunes of the Reverend Amos Barton when he
became convinced that she had this gualifica-
tion too. 1

Her method, in carrying out this teaching
of the truth about life was achieved firstly
throu :h the peneral truth or truths embodied in the
theme of the story itself, secondly throu:h the
more specific truths or moral teachings or philoso-
phical digressions which are thrown into the narra-
tive as 'asides'.? Her characters are her main
means of ensuring the inevitable action ard conse-
quently of teaching the power of deeds for good or

for evil; and the charactere are inextricably in-

terwoven with the plots to accomplish her didactic

1. J.W.Cross, George Eliot's Life, ed. Harper,Vol.
I, pe 2983 quoted from Jour % sh d
G aan I 1 0 [ VOI. 53’ 954.

2. The Purpose in CGeorge Eliot's Art", Anglia,
Vol., 54, 1930,
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puUrpoBe. All these fundamental traits of her art
co-operated to secure a success for her first story
- a success that encouraged her the more to pro-
duce later her major novels based on stories from
her own life. She realized rightly that through
novels she could appeal to a much wider public than
by erudite articles in magazines, One finds,
therefore, especially in her next three novels,
Adam Bede, The ill on the Floss and iiddlemarch,
that George Eliot has a tremendous eagernese to
teach and influence public opinion by drawing on
her own sometimes bitter experience and revealing
the suffering of intellectually and spiritually
aspiring women, It is as if, in doing 80, she
were vindicating her conduct with all the troubles
it brought her through the collision of her princi-
ples and ideas with those conventionally acecepted
by the majority. llowever, one realizes that in
her later novels, though the didactic purpose 1is
still there, she is not concentrating on the dis-
advantageous social position of women as before.
This may have been due to the developaent of her
own life, She had now settled to a more stable

life and the guestion of the 'emancipation of
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women' was taking stronger and more serious shape
among other thinkers, educationalists, economists
and sociologiste alike,

Furthermore, each of her novels is per-
meated with the historical changes which were tak-
ing place in the particular period it describes
and which affected the whole life of the nation.
The life of the characters is almost always influen-
ced by the impact of these changes on the current
of their lives, no matter how slowly, indirectly
and in unexpected ways. This evolution again Jus-
tifies George Eliot's belief that fiction must re-
flect the "nearest truth to life", Janet's Repen-

tance delineates the graduval permeation of rural

life by Evangelicalism, one instance of a general

social change: The Mill on the Floss is backed
with the expanding prosperity and material progress
of the whole nation: Silas Marner reflects the in-
fluence of the Industrial Revolution manifested in
the factories taking the place of hand-industry:
Felix Holt shows how personal experience is deter-
mined by the Reform Bills and by the slow shift of

population from agriculture to industry.
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However, with these general points in
mind, let uve Tirst examine how George Eliot uses
the female characters of the novels, their oute
standing social behaviour and their mental and
spiritual struggles, to fulfil her aim of appeal=-
ing for intellectual, social, economic and educa-
tional ewancipation, and so to prove her point of
view. Then let us seek the reaction of her con~
temporary Turkish woman, as embodied in my grande
mother, and see how she interprets the beshaviour

of these female characters,

=) -
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CHAPTER I11.

At first glance, it may be wondered why
we did not start our study of George Kliot's female
characters in relation to her purpose and teaching
with her first novel, Sceneg of Clerical Life.

Our choice may seem the more strange in view of the
fame, popularity and self-confidence which this
work brought 1ite author and the help it gave her in
produecing her major works later, liorcover, as
Lewes gaild, the fundamental traite of her art are
pergeptible even in this early novel. The explana=-
tion is, however, that George -liot's attitude in
thie work iec not altogether the same &8 in her {ol-
lowing novels because, ae she has recorded, in this
first atteapt in ert 'her hand' wae still inexperi-
enced, She has admitted that she did not then
know how to manipulate her material,

Our auvthor flrst appears as an observer,
noting her impressions of the humble world which was

her chosen subject, The outetanding characteris-
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tics of this novel are the great syunpathy that she
poure forth for humble life and her belief, which
recurse in her later novels as well, that woman's
natural and truve place is in the home, looking af-
ter her hueband, her children and her household.

It will be vain to look for the philosophical teach-
inge which permeate her later novels, For this
reason we proceed to her great creation, Adam Bede,
her first full-length novel, studying the female
characters for the understanding they may bring of
George Kliot's teaching.

Ve can easily perceive how Adam Bede a8 a
whole is permeated with a strong religious faith
conbined with earnest moral teaching, and how these
are successfully shown through two main female char-
acters who are completely contrasted: Dinah Korris
and Hetty Sorrel, George Eliot reveals these, not
by their acticns only, but by what was then a new
approach, that of uvncovering their inmost secrets,
and by analysing the motives and thoughts that at
times trouble their lives.l

Dinah Morris, the central character, is

1s See B,Dobrée, The Victorians and After, p. 91.
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introduced to uvs as a deeply religious iethodist
preacher. She i a true example of eilmplicity,
beauty and nobility of soul and absolute truth to
nature, After the early loass of her parente she
had already as a child become acquainted with all
sorte of misery, botn bodily and mental, and her
innate love for the sufferin: part of mankind ine-
creased daily. Her happinese is the happiness of
those around her,. To her there was no half-way
house: men were lost or saved, and she set herself
to save the sinner, The beauty of her sermon
preached on the Village Green, at the beginning of
the book, can never be forgotten. It forms, in
fact, a preluce to the hich religious life, devo~
tional and practical, which she exemplifies in the
rest of the novel, In thie sermon Dinah presents
the theology of the Incarnation by using such words
as the villagere can take to their hearts. 1t be-
comes an inspiration both to them and to herself,
This beautiful, poetic sermon was written with the
heart's-blood of Dinah's creator, ".....with hot
tears’ as the words surged up in her own mind, as
she put it,

The closing words,
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Dear friends, brothers and sisters,
whom I love as those for whom my Lord hes
died, believe me, I know what this great
blessedness is; and because I know it I
want you to have 1t too. I am poor, like
you: I have to get ay living with wy hands;
but no lord nor lady can be 80 happy as me,
if they haven't got the love of CGod in
their souls, 1

forms one of the finest specimens of pleading path-

08 and yearning compacsion to be found in litera-

ture.

In Dinah one also finds George Eliot's

most exquisite tribute to the value of the religion

she nerself could not accept but which had retained

a strong hold on her ideals, her imagination, and

her affections, A close, indeed a very close re-

lation between doetrine and deed 18 s¢en in Dinah.

This trait in her is rather uvnusuval, for the benc=-

volent feelinge in George Eliot's other religious

2

characters are felt to be prior to and superior

to the creed. Dinah throughout her actions shows

this relationship in a clearer way.

regarding herself as called by Cod to

Ze

George Eliot, Adam Bede, Vol. I, p. 43.

As it is with Jr. Irwine (in Adem Bede), Mr.
Gilfill (in Scenee of Clerical Life), Mr.
Farebrother Tin Middlemarch) and o on.




B34

minister to others, to have nelther Joys nor sgorrows
of her own, Dinah refuses Seth Bede's proposal of
marriage. And thus, proving the altruism of her
soul and her renunciation of the pleacures of this

world, she answers him:

Jeth Bede, I thank you for your love
towards me, and if I could think of any man
as more than a Christian brother, I think it
would be you, But my heart is not free to
marry. That is good for other women, and
it is a great and a blessed thing to be a
wife and wother: but 'as God has distributed
to every man, as the Lord hath called every
man, 8o let him walk', God has called me
to minister to others, not to have any Jjoys
or sorrows of wmy own, but to rejoice with
them that do rejoice and to weep with those
that weep. 1

Then she continuves:

I seem to have no room in my eoul
for wants and feare of my own, it hae
pleased God to fill my heert so full with
the wante and sufferings of his people. 2
This unselfishneas together with her natural incli-
nation, her kindly disposition to all, and willing-
ness to help anyone in need makeg her the first

person to whom everyone turnse for help. When

l. George Eliot, Adam Bede, Vol. I, p. 48,
2 Ibid., p. 49.
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Adesau's father is drowned, she is the "angel" who
runs to console the widowed mother with the tender
words which win her over, jJealous and critical
though she ig of younger women, Wwhen Dinah says:
I love the Htonyshire side; I shouldn't
like to set my face towards the countries where
they're rich in corn and cattle, and the ground
80 level and easy to tread; and to turn my
back on the hills where the poor people have to
live such a hard life, and the wen spend their
days in the amines away froa the sunlight, It's
very blessed on a bleak cold day, when the sky
is hanging dark over the hill, to feel the love
of God in one's soul, and carry it to the lone-
ly, bare, stone houeses where there is nothing
else to give cowfort, 1
her aim in life is perceived,
ithen disaster overtakes Hetiy, she con-
soles her aunt, lrs, Poyser, with the same effect
as she had uvpon Lisbeth Bede, By her freguent
visite to the sick and sorrow-stricken she has
gained 80 good an experience in the treatacnt of
affected souls that even mings very hardened and
shrivelled throu:h went, ignorance and guilt, can-

not resist her., Her creator tells us that,

From her .irlhood upwards she had had

; ibid., pe. 178,
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experience among the sick and the wmourning,
+sesend had gained the subtlest perception
of the mode 1n which they could best be touvch-
ed, and softencd into willingness to receive
words of spiritual consolation or warning.

AB Dinah expresesed it, 'She was never left

to herself, but it was always ziven her when
to keep silence and when to epeak'. 1

This is especially seen in her attitude towards her
cousin, Hetty Sorrel, who has murdered her child
and, thouzh facts speak strongly against her, de-
nies 1it, Dinah's gentle and prudent words, over=-
flowing with love and tenderness, becone the key

to the unhappy girl's heart.

Hetty, you are shutting up your soul
against him, by trying to hide the truth.
God's love and mercy can overcome all things
- our ignorance, and weaknees, and all the
burthen of our past wickedness - all things
but our wilful sin; sin that we cling to,
and will not give up, You believe in ay
love and pity for you, Hetty; but if you hac
not let me come near you, if you wouldn't
have looked at me or spoken to me, you'd have
shut me out frow helping you: I couldn't have
made you feel my love; 1 couldn't have told
you what I have felt for you, Don't shut
God's love out in that way, by clinging to
8iniecse He can't bless you while you have
one falsehood in youyr soul; his pardoning
mercy can't reach you until you open your heart
to him, and say, "I have done this great
wickedness} 0 Jod, save me, make me

l. Ibid.’ Pe 166-
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pure from Bin.....' 1

_ Hetty pours forth the confession of her
crime. "I did do it, Dinah , . « I buried it in
the wood . . .,the little baby - and it cried.....
I heard it cry . . .ever such a way off . . .all
night.e...." . and Dinah pacifies her bewildered
mind and directs her thoughts towards God. Dinah
is deeply and thorouzhly convinced and has a full
assurance that all is not lost even if Hetty must
suffer the extreme punishment. This assurance is
80 subliuely strong that she feels capable of con-
veying it to the poor, miserable girl herself, 8in
is worse than death, love is stronger than either,
is the divine teaching of every word and action of
hers, from the moment she appears at the prison
door until the terrible hour when she clasps Hetty
in her arms within sight of the scaffold.

S0 far Dinah has known only charitable
love, that kind of love which is hardly to be dis-
tinguished from religious feeling. But gradually

she comes to know also human love towards a wman,

La Ibido’ Vol. II’ B 244,
2. Ihido’ VOl. II,-, P. 2'17.
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and hence a hard struggle between inclination and
duty, or what she coneiders to be her duty. "It
is a temptation that 1 must resist,” she thinks,
"lest the love of the creatures should become like
a mist in my soul, shutting out the heavenly light."
Yet soon she becomes aware of her error,
It is the Divine VWill, iy soul is so
knit to yours that it ie but a divided life I
live without you, And this moment, now you
are with me, and I feel that our hearts are j
filled with the same love, I have a fulneess of
strength to hear and do our heavenly Father's
Will, that 1 had lost before, 1
She becomes Adam's wife and spreade over the circle
of his family that pure Jjoy and happiness which can
spring forth only from unselfishness of soul.
In this marriage one may perceive George
Eliot's strong conviction that a single woman could
not find satisfaction in her solitary life, and
that she felt bound to find a husband for one who
had renounced the world as $ruly as any nun. When
she says:
What greater thing is there for two

human soule, than to feel that they are join-
ed for life - to strengthen each other in

1. Ibid., Vol. II, p. 369.
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all labour, to minister to each other in all
pain, to be one with each other in silent un-
speakable memories at the moment of the last
parting%
she gives, indeed, wmost vivid evidence of her strong-
ly elevated conception of the sacred word "marriage".
Yet for all CGeorge Fliot's skill in de-
lineating thie fine and adnirable woman - "too
good and too holy", as Seth Bede puts it, for this
world - there is a greater purpose behind it, Ve
have evidence enough from George Eliot's own life
of her strong belief that, so long as a woman's vo=-
cation was a true one, suited to her own nature, she
might pursue 1t on an equal footing with a man.
Dinah'e success and influence in the villages where
she preached, in face of g0 much opposition to Meth-
odist women preachers, is an expression of George
Eliot's belief in woman's ability and right to per-
form any kind of task, not least those which call
for sympathy and insiﬁht into the thinge of the spi-
rit. Having proved this through the character of
vinah, George Xliot goes on to show that for all
this, woman's natural place is in the home ae a
wife and mother. It is thus, to make Dinah's life

perfect, that she finally bestows upon her the love
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of a husband and family, by her marriage to Adam,

A last word to be said for Dinah is that
she embodies Ueorge Eliot's conviction that a pure
woman, living in true and simple relationship to sure
rounding pereons or things is free of fashion and
stands above the stupid, inelastic laws of conven=
tionaliem.

On the whole, the ‘estern world regarded
this noble, kind~hearted, altruistic and self-confi-
dent young wWethodist preacher with appreciation and
adniration for her devoted performance of these hu-
mane actions which her strong religious faith in-
spired, But the reaction of the contemporary Turke
ish world would have been nothing short of shocked
bewilderment at those 'unladylike' and posesibly 'un-
godly' actions of Dinah. In that society, woman
had come to acquire the statug of the "Queen of the
House". Within the four walle of the house, her
word was law to the servants and other members of
the family including the husband, who was often dub-
bed 'henpecked' in view of his almost servile sub-
mission to the dictates of his wife, Her pleasant-
ly exercised and lovingly accepted supremacy was

complete, Strangely enough, these accusations of
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male subnissiveness came entirely from the female
members of the fanily, thus indicating the limits to
which the contemporary Turkish ladies were willing
to allow freedom of sociml action to their sex., In
view of the peculiar nature of the female rdle in
life, and the scores of odd chores closely related
to the vitally important functions assoclated with
the propagation of the human species, the Eastern
wisdom, by way of a falr division of labour between
man and woman, allocated the home and its manage-
ment to the woman, Einstein - an intellectual
glant of the twentieth century whose contribution to
science marks a new era in the advancement of human
progrees - did not hesitate to endorse the wisdoa
of the Rast when he observed that a woman's true
place was the home and a wife with outside interests,
even though scientifiec, was bound to be a failura.l
The contemporary Turkish woman seemed to take this
piece of solid wisdom to heart, especially when her
religion also endorsed it, Ho wonder, therefore,
that ehe found all new ideas that were extraneous to
the sacred domain of the four walls of the home re-

pugnant and sacrilegious, She found complete con-

1 See Ela Sen, \ives of Famous Men.
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tentment and a deep happiness in the performance of
homely chores and in bringing up as many children as
poesibla.l Her hom§ meant to her everything that
life could promise and the familiar curse in the East,
'lday your home be broken and wrecked', ie probably
the worst and the most horrible curse ever invoked
by an Eastern tongue, 3he had become s0o used to
her traditional ways of living that the 'new ap-
proach', which necessitated her coming out of the
four walls of the house, was indeed a threat to the
security and happinesse implicit in the word "home",

Bearing this in mind, let us see how my
grandmother, representing the contemporary Turkish
woman, would react to Dinah's behaviour.

"It is indeed a great comfort to sec that
there still exiast women devoted to their religion,
who will undertake the holy duty of teaching it in

p 2 "They have a notion, that whenever a woman
leaves off bringing forth children, it is be-
cauee she is too old for that business, what-
ever her face says to the contrary. eseeeliith=-
out exaggeration all the women of mny acquaine
tance have twelve or thirteen children; and
the old ones boast of having had five-and-
twenty or thirty a-plece, and are respected ac—
cording to the number they have produced."”

¢ Letters Works of La dary dor
dontagu; 1letter to idr. Thistlethwayte, Pera
of Constantinople, Vol. 1I, p. 14, Jan. 4,
QeSey 1715-16,
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all its details, especially such pretty women as
this, with her soothing and peace-inspiring face,
The story she tells iir. Irwine of how she began to
preach 1 is touching and praiseworthy. Yet I can-
not understand - indeed, I am almost terrified at =
her daring in travelling about without chaperon or
attendants) Can she have thought seriouely of the
dangers a woman is exposed to when travellinz alone¥
Can she have consldered propriety so little?® Hore=
over, a devout and good person, ag she certainly is,
should not have violated the established codes of
modesty and decency. I can't see why Dinah didn't
marry Seth Bede and have a family, and later on,
when she was forty or forty-five, take up the occu=

pation of a o a.” It was her aunt's duty to see

1, George Eliot, op, cit., Vol. I, pp. 132-133,

2. In the old Turkey, girle did not attend school.
It wae coneidered sufficient for them to know the
Korsn well enough for the purposes of prayer, 5o
the daughters of a famlly were put, according to
their social status, under the charge of the fam=~
ily Molla, a middle-aged woman who taught them a
few pages of Koran each day. She received no
salary or tuition fee, but was sent products of
the farms and gardens belonging to the family.
Consequently her position was economically depen-
dent on that of the family to which she was at-
tached, Once she decided that her pupil had
reached a standard of perfection in reading the
Koran, the family would hold a series of parties
and invite their female relatives, friends and ac-
quaintances to the ceremony of ‘'Khatim Al-Koran',
something like the graduation ceremony of a g%rl
finiehing her studies nowadays.
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that she did 20, instead of allowing her to be the
objJect of so much rumour and gossip by travelling
from village to village to do her preaching, injur-
ing the reputation of a good family like theirs,

Ah! I know ¥rs., Foyeer tried hard to persuade
Dinah to live with them.l but she should have used
her husband's influence, No girl could ever oppose
the head of the family.2 He, in his turn, instesd
of stopping her from preaching, encourages her %o

go on with 1t.3 Also what 1 felil to underastand is
why, of all people, a young girl with a sweet face
and a persvasive voice should have undertaken this
mission,. Wag there no men left in the land, or

was it that she knew more than the learned clergy?
And she travelled alone from place to place; May
God have mercy on us! This girl must have been
either mad or completely brainless to have gone fore
ward in the wide world and exposed herself to the

innumerable and unmentionable dangers: If she

1. George Eliﬂt’ QP ﬂﬁ&g Vol. I, Pe 112 and
Vol., 11, p. 283,

2 In the old daye in Turkey, whereas in all mate
ters concerning household management the con-
trol was exercised by the Mother, the Father
was the ultimate authority in weighty matters
of far-reaching importance, such ae family
name or reputation.

Se George Eliot, O QLEo. Vol. II. Pe 291,
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were my dauvzhter I would sooner see her deed, than
doing this type of 'noble work' under such 'noble
conditions' in cuch a 'noble way'. All the same,
I'm glad she came to her senses at last, and gave

up preaching and got married, I sincerely hope cshe
returned to the teaching of her religion as a proper
Holla when she reached the proper age, under proper
condi tions."”

A complete contrast to the altruistic
Dinah, who suppresses all claims of sgelf-gratifica-
tion, and devotes hereself entirely to the welfare of
others, is her cousin, Hetty Sorrel,

Hetty is a true picture of egoiem, Yet
her selfishness is delineated with a remarkable, lof-
ty toleration, Perhape the author's personal ex-
perience of human misery and suffering had taught
her this lesson of life, Therefore she contem-
plates the faulte of men with kindness and her con-
demnation of evil is tempered by the coneciouvsness
of her own frailty.

George Hliot introduces the beautiful
little pinner, Hetty, to us with a relentless yet
sympathetic touch, It seeme that she herself, like

ire, Poyser, though perfectly aware of all the shale
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lowness of Hetty's nature, cannot help continually
taking eidelong glancee at the girl'e charms and
being fascinated by them in spite of herself, Have
ing secured our sympathy for the lovely girl, Jeorge
Eliot begins to develop her character, sure that,
once in 1love with her minor heroine, we shall never
Judge her too harshly. Sueh a preparation is ne-
cessary, for Hetty is an egolet in the strictest
sense of the word. She has no evil intentions,
she bears malice against no one, and has no apparent
leaning towards what is depraved and vicious, Yet
she loves only herself, Hetty Sorrel, very well in-
deed, and knows only one law, the gratification of
her vanity and pleasure-craving nature, She be-
longs to those

sesssPlants that have hardly any roots: you

may tear them from their native nook of rock

or wall, and just lay them over your ornaaen-

tal flowerpot, and they blossom none the woree.

Hetty could have cast all her past life be~

hind her, and never cared to be reminded of

it again, 1

Her pleasures are worldly, and her fondness of the

finerice of this world is infinite.

1. George Eliot, op, cit., Vol, I, p. 230,
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Hetty's dreams were all luxuries: to
8it in & carpeted parlour, and always wear
white astockings; ¢o0 have some large beautiful
earrings such as were all the fashion; to
have Nottingham lace round the top of her gown,
and something to make her handkerchief smell

“ nice, like Miese Lydla Donnithorne's when she
drew it out at church; and not to be obliged
to get up early or be scolded by anybody. 1

Hetty had a limited appreciation of any other motive

for action than the pleasure of Hetty Sorrel,

It was wonderful how little she seemed
to care about waiting on her uncle, who had
been a good father to her: ehe hardly ever re-
membered to reach him his pipe at the right
time without being told, unless a visitor hap-
pened to be there, who would have a better op=-
portunity of seeing her aes she walked acrosse
the hearth. Hetty did not understand how any-
body could be very fond of middle-aged people,
And as for those tiresome children, Marty and
Tonny and Tatty, they had been the very nuis-
ance of her life - aes bad as buzzing insects
that will come teasing you on a hot day when
you want to be guiet. 2

3he refuses to see any distinction between right

and wrong except as they visibly affect the present
enjoyment of Hetty Sorrel. She intends Just to
please herself and not to mind what anyone else says.

She is, indeed, a great contrast to Dinah, eespecial-

ly when we eee each glirl in her bedroom: Hetty in

1, l_b_i_ga s De 147,
2. Iblgm, pl 2310
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all her finery before her looking-glaes, Dinah pray-
ing and meditating; and aleo when the latter goes
to Hatt#'a room before going to bed. The author
coumments:

What a strange contrast the two fig-
ures made) Vieible enough that in that ming-
led twilight and moonlight, Hetty, her cheeks
flushed and her eyeg glistening from her ima-
glnary drama, hér beautiful neck and arms bare,
her hair hanging in a curly tangle down her
back, and the baubles in her ears, Dinah
covered with her long white dress, her pale
face full of subdued emotion, almost like a
lovely corpse into which the soul has return-
ed charged with sublimer secrets and & sublim-
er love. 1l

Dinah, trying to be helpful as usuval, tells Hetty
with her sweet kindness to come to her in time of
trouble. Hetty avoids any unwelcome thoughts and
says, "Don't talk to me so, Dinah., Why do you
come to frighten me? I've never done anything to
you. Why can't you let me be?" 2 Indeed no evil
consequences of her action ever occur %o her when
she reads Arthur's letter telling her about his de-

parture, She 1s only sorry.

For her poisonous delights had spoiled

1. I d. » p. 238.
2, ey Do 241.
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for ever all the little Joye that had once
made the sawectness of her life -~ the new
frock ready for Treddleston fair, the party
at iir. Britton's &t Braxton wake, the beaux
thet she would say 'No' to for a long while,
and the prospect of the wedding that was to
come at last when she would have a =2ilk gown
and a great many clothes all at once, These
things were all flet and dreary to her now:
everything would be weariness and she would
carry about for ever a hopelese thirst and
longing. 1

This poor little creature breaka the great dumb
rules of Nature, which give no kindly warnings when
one is breaking them. Jhe does not realize that
retribution will fall 1like an avalaanche on her and
erush her utterly, until it is %too late to do any-
thing about it, Can we look at this feeble crea-
ture wandering in search of her bhetrayer without
sympathising with her? There was only one way for
this tragic object to go; all ner little vanities
and egotism had disappeared and ghe was a rudder=
less barque in a cold, cruel sea.

Poor wendering Hetty, with the round-
ed childish face, and the hard unloving des-
pairing soul looking out of it -« with the
narrow heart and narrow thoughts, no room in
them for any sorrowe but her own, and tasting
that sorrow with the more intense bitternsss!

iy heart bleeds for her as I see her tolling
along on her weary fcet, or seated in a cart,

1, Ibid., Vol. II, p. 69,
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with her eyee {lxed vacantly on the road be-

rore her, never thinking or caring whither

it tends, till hunger comes and makes her

desire that a village may be near,

What will be the end?Y - the end of

her objectlees wandering, apart from all love,

caring for human beings only through her pride,

clinging to life only as the hunted wounded

brute clinge to it¥ 1
Yet as if all the miseries she has been through in
her remnorge and lonely wandering are not enouih for
her as a punishuent, she strives to destroy the un-
foresern consequences of first fault by a second,
Jhe looke back at the temptation and finds it insuf-
ficlent, not worth ite results. Thé selfish indul-
gence which brought her to this position makee her
keenly mieerable in it, fhe wants to ce comforte
able; ehe wants to be well thought of; she wants
to be married to a wan who is fond of her; ehe
wante, in fact, zood things which she can only get
from other people, and whose price she has already
squandered. 8he would conceal her fauvlt if she
could, even now, at the coest of murder, and go on
chesting her friende with false coin after the real

ie spent.

But here agaln, she cannot succeed, She

1- ;bidt' Pe 153.
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is weak, she has no more strength or self-restraint
in times of danger than in timees of delight: she

is weaving the web of fate more closely about her
stunbling feet. The misfortune of this bewildered,
most pathetic figure in prison, no longer the bright
zirl we uvesed to see, calls back our sympathy for her.
We wish to be able to say some kind words to the
miserable, unhappy gzirl who is going to bezin a new
life in exile, a dreary and Joylese life, haunted
by the remembrance of s stain that cannot be washed
away. When she is tried and the Jjudze utters the
verdict, "Hetty iorrel.....and then to be hanged by
the neck till you be dead”, one cannot but wish
that something could stop this heavy puniehment of
her sin,

It is interecsting and enlighitening to
atudy the punishment of Hetty in the light of
George kliot's teaching. Until the worst of the
tragedy ie over, Hetty's inevitable punishment is
not influenced at all by the artificial laws of
society. She 1s not driven to her great sin be-
cause she is cast away by her friends. They are
still ignorant of her [irst fault when she comaits

the second. It is the inexorable and merciless
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laws of Nature that capture and give her what she de-
serves. She has not resigzned herselfl to the priva-
tion of a system of nature where personal happiness
is subordinate and acecidental.

Hetty ie a reainder of George #liot's ev=
er present sense of morality, of the ultiunate conse~
quences of wickedness, which no sinner can ever es-
cape, On the other hand, her story showe us the
author's strong belief in the desirability of female
education with a view to enabling women, auong other
things, to find work and be able to earn their own
living in case they should for any reason be branded
outcasts,. If such an alternative had been open to
Hetty, she would in all likelihood never have aurder-
ed her child, never have been esent to prison or sen-
tenced to death. The sub=gonscious realisation
that all the doore of the world were shut in her
face was the motive force which drove her to the des-
pair in which she committed her criue. With fuller
education, she would have far earlier realized the
consequence of her sin in a world which had set for
itself certain codes of woral action,

Had Hetty lived in Turkey at that time,

her end would have been rather different. As I
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recall from my grandmother, pretty girls like Hetty
used to be chosen to attend the wives of paghas and
Sultans and be put in the ggggg.l But in a case
of seduction she would be sent away to a remote vile-
lage, where no one knew who she was, under the pro-
tection of a few chosen people, Ghe would ctay
there until the birth of her child and then be
brou:ht back to the harem. If her relatives by
any chance learned of her shame, the nearest male
relative revenzed himself on the seducer before kill-
ing the girl herself.8 One reads accounts of this
sort of thinz in the letters of Lady Mary Montagu.®
Wy grandmother would certainly have laid the blame
for this degrading and shameful situation on the
European system of associated living, with oppor-
tunities for men and women to see each other at any
time without the privacy of harem and gelanlik
(men's apartment),

On the other hand, while criticising and
disapproving of many of Dinah's actions and of Het-

ty's looseness, my grandmother mizht look at urs.

I, Ercument Fkrem, Diinden Hag;ra;gr. wemgrieg of
"The darriage-Proker",

24 !an; Heggfg New ﬁaggzlne. Refik Ahmed, 13th
Ootober, 9l8, Ho. » DPe 262,

30 a. volo II. pn 48.
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Poyser with admiration and appreciation, fier re-
flections aight be in this tone, "I feel B0 very
relieved and happy to see ilrs., Poyser performing all
that is ;equired fron a woman, How gratifying it
le to look at such a proud, well established, self-
respecting family as the Poysers, Their surround-
inge, their working day, their home life, their re-
ligioue observance, and the neighbours' opinion of
them, combined with their conservatism in matters
of convention, propriety and tradition, all these
are undoubtedly fundamentals in the structure of
family life. Yet it is drse. "oyser's character that
provides their foundation, I adaire her interest
not only in the behaviour of her own children, but
also in that of the servant, Molly, whom she repri-
mands for her impropriety in sitting chatting with

1 aifter all, 4olly's behaviour

half a dozen men,
might injure the reputation of her respectable
faunily".

"drs, Poyser is an excellent aunt both
to her own niece, Dinah, and to her husband's niece,

Hetty. She does well in trying . to persuvade

) George Eliot, 9p., cit., Vol. I, p. 108,
2. Ibid., p. 114,
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binah to give up her preaching.l

S8he has my whole-
hearted support in that. I can only wish that she
had insisted further, and concequently been more
succesaful, I also like her for her way with Hetty,
but unfortunately that wanton glrl returns all her
kindness and goodness by bringing undying shame on
her family."

"dre, Poyser remindes me of the faruers'
wives on the outskirts of our Turkish cities, in her
attention to her daily work, and her early rieing in
order to fulfil its tasks. lHiow wiee she is, and
how ri ht, to excuse herself from Arthur Donnithorne's
twenty-first birthday party, on the grounds that,
unlike her eurprised host, old ir. Donnithoma,2
and other gentlefolkse, she must be prepared for an
early start to her daily work in the dairy. Her ex-
preesion of disapproval, on the way home, of such
pleasures, dancing and drinking.a is Just and pro-
per,"

"In gpite of her interference in her hus-

band's affairs and her ready answers to the aquire.4

1- Ih . H p. 112.

2, 1Ibid., Vol. II, p. 437.
g7 :
Ge Mo. PPe 68=-00,
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which are hardly proper in a woman, I cannot help
esteeming her the more highly the more I know of
her,"

These reflections serve to recall iMilly
Barton of'$ggnes of Clerical Life. My granduaother
would certainly be as favourably impressed by her
ae by irs. Poyser, She might begin by exclaiuning,
"What a fortunate woman Mre, RBarton must be to have
8ix children and another coming! 1 I aduire her
in every way, especially in her manner of looking
after her children and managing her household on

2 Her love for

the little money available to her.
everybody, which ie compared to a fountain.3 fag-
cinates me! It is precisely what a true wife and
mother should have. Some may object to her shynees
and gquietness, especially after her marriage,4 but
I personally think her coyness would considerably
add to her charm and beauty, ‘although I think she
ouzht to lose some of her bashfulness with marriage.

Yet one cannot but adalre her conscientiousnesg in

conducting her househsld affairs, and her rising up

1. George Eliot, Scenes of Clerical Life, p. 8.
2. ibid., pe. 16,
e ibid., p. 30,
4. T-Erd-. ] p. 24.
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early in the worning to enable her to carry out her
duties better, and sooner than was usual.®  All the
same, I feel constrained to blame her husband for
not gzetting another maid besides the Nanny, to help
her in hbr household management and in caring for
the children. In his position, he should have suf=-
ficient authority and influence on those around him
to obtain some help from his neighbours 6r parishion-
ers, whenever any of our friendes is without a maid-
servant, we should send one of our own to help her.,"
"The more I learn about ¥illy Barton, the
more I like her, She 1s undoubtedly right when she
assures Mrs., Hackit that she is well fed and has

plenty of everything.2

In face of her great pover-
ty she doee her best, 80 that the world may think
highly of her husband, and of the care and attention
which he pays to her and her children."”
Here we may ask my grandnother:

- /ould you not call this attitude 'pretence’

or 'hypocrisy', then?
- Certainly not! This is the wmost praise-

worthy action taken by a devoted wife.
WWould you like her to condemn her husband

1. lbzdos Pe 31,
2. Ibld-’ Pe 70.
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and put him to shame in the eyes of the
world for their little income, and conse-
gquently for their low standard of living¥

- But surely there is no need to seek for
what does not exist. Or assume things
which could easily be overlooked without
mention, Wrs, Barton needn't have pre-
tended for the sake of something that
wasn't there,

- Yes, but that woman, lrs. Hackit, with her
questioning made Milly answer in that way.
And after all what harm could be done by
making one's husband respectable and hizhly
thought of in the eyes of the worldf?

Wie can only observe silence when we see
that this whole ldea is to maintain an outward show
of respectability to the world. For when my grands
mother learns that that unwanted guest, the Countess,
arrives, putting 80 much additional expense on poor
4illy, who is struggling to make both ends meet.l
we find my grandmother admiring her all the more for
her patience and her endeavours to be the perfect
hostess. e may blame iilly for not being frank in
explaining the real financial situvation when the
Countess's stay extends to eix wmonthe, whereas ori-
ginally it was meant to be a week or two, Yet my
grandunother, in shocked and horrified tone, would

say, "VWhat a dreadful thought! I have never heard

10 M.’ P. 29.
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in my 1ife such a great insult! Milly to go and
drive her guest out - God forbidl I eouldn't
think of anything worse than pushing a guest out of
the house. Cne must never show or in any way con-
vey to a guest that he is unwanted. One must of=-
fer food or drink to one's guest even though there
is nothing left for oneself, There should be no
shortage for guests even thouzh 1t may spell star-
vation for the family."

To convey the ldea of plenty at the cost
of peresonal suffering is the essence of eastern
hoepl tality and generoaity. To the matter-of-fact
Western mind such generosity is nothing short of
lunacy and any arguaent supporting such a sacrifice
which would result in the economic ruin and suffer-
ing of a family in a vain struggle to maintain a
false sense of prestige, would be sheer hypocrisy,
which punishes the hypocrite from the moment he in-
dulges in 1it. Pt my grandmother would shake her
head disdainfully and say, "y dear child, there
wouldn't be much difference between hunan beings
and beasts iIf the hunan beinge degraded themselves
through selfishness to a level where they grabbed



60

and guarrelled in thelr struggle for existence in-
stead of offering help and co-operating with one
another towards a better, happlier, and contented
life, Your modern civilization has ite roots
firmly planted in selfishness, Friendships exist
on a coumercial basis rather than on love and re-
gard, Thie commerclalisation of human relations
has reduced the modern man to the level of an auto=-
maton devoid of the finer feelings of love and sac-
rifice - the essence of all that is noble and

lasting in the world."
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CHAPTER I11.

THE MILL ON THE FLOSS.

My grandmother's merciless criticiem of
Hetty and her qualificd approval of Dinah's behavi-
our in Adem Bede naturally makes one pause and wond-
er ag to what would be her Jjudgment about Maggzie
Tulliver in The i on the Floss, This query is
due particuvlarly to the fact that this very novel
is universally accepted as the most autobiographical
of George Eliot's novels, With only a few slight
variations one cen almost seec, in Maggie Tulliver,
George Kliot herself, In daggie's sengitiveness,
her yearning for knowledge, her aspirations, the
sufferings, physical and mental, which result from
the clash of her imaglinative and poetic soul with
her dull prosaic environment, one can see the re-
flections of her creator's character, Therefore,
my grandmother's Jjudgment of iaggie is at the same
time a Judgment of George Eliot. \ihereae from our
point, the study of her enables us better to know
and understand the acceptance of (eorge FEliot by

public opinion, in spite of her many departures
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from conventionally approved behaviour. Thus by
influencing public opinion through showing the im~
portance of women a8 individuals, she wade a contrie

bution no less than that of iary Vollestonecraft :

or Hannah uore.g

it ia precisely for this reason that a
study and assessment of iHaggie's character, which
80 effectively portréys fhe teachings of Ceorge
Eliot, is suggested. A comparative study of the
contenporary Turkish women's reaction and those of
the nineteenth century English women as portrayed by
George Eliot, would greatly help to establish a re-
lationship between the trends of development of the
feminine thought that determined the place of woman
in the social set up at that time in the two coun-
tries., In the light of the above study it should
be possible to pin down with a reasonable degree of
accuracy the salient features of an essentially evo-
luticnary social change in the history of modern
cilvilization,

Maggie Tulliver is the only daughter of

the owner of Dorlcote Mill. Her emotional disposi-

1. ilary VWollestonecralt, The Richts of ‘omen.

2. Wm. Roberts, Menoirs of the Life and Corres-
dence of Hannah iore.
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tion with its strong feelinges and its great suscep-
tibility is exceptional, Her intellectual endow-
ments are quite in keeping with it, Mr, Tulliver
gives the firet hint of her cleverness when she is
s8till a nine-year-old girl. He esays, "The little
one takes after my side, now: she's twice as 'cute

w1 Thie clever-

as Tom, Too 'cute for a woman.
nesa combined with earnest yearning for knowledge is
satisfied by her great delight: booke. Her father,
though proud of his daughter's great fondness for
reading, thinks that this should not be her business.
She understands what one's talking

about 80 as never was, And youv should

hear her read - @8traight off, as if she

knowed it all beforehand, And allys at

her book! But it's bad - 1t's badl.....

a woman's no business wi' being so clever;

it'11 turn to trouble, 1 doubt., 2
Her attempt to snatch at any floating scraps of
learning that uway enable her intellectual "wings to
expand” is perceivable as early as whon she visits
Tom in hie school. She ie more attentive to what
Mr. Otelling eays than Tom himeelf, who is coneider-

ably lees inclined towarde book learning than his

Pe 11,

B George Eliot, The 4ill on the Floss, Vol. I,
2. IQ; do ] p. 20. g
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sister, Seeing the book-cases in the study, iag-
gie cannot help exclaiming, "Oh, what books:  How
I should like to have as many books as that,"”
Then we hear the sister and brother arguing.
"Why you couldn't read one of '‘em,"”
sald Tom, triumphantly. "They're all Latin,”
"No. They aren't," said Maggie. )
can read the back of this.....History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire."
"Well, what does that meant You don't
know, " said Tom, wagging his head.
"But I could soon find out," said Mag-
gie scornfully.
"Why, how?"
"I should look inside, and see what it
was about."” 1
Maggie's short stay in a boarding-school
increases her desire for knowledge. Yet her fa-
ther's bankruptcy deprives her of all means of ex-
tending her studies. Only Tom's school-books are
left, but HMaggle does not mind their dealing with
subjects quite foreign to her, She fills “her va=-
cant hours with Latin, geometry, and the forms of
the syllogism,....feeling a gleam of triunph now and
then that her understanding was quite equal to these

peculiarly masculine studies".? She tries to draw

b Ibid., p. 225,
2. _;‘-bj-—_g.' VO]-. II' p. 29-
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honey from Latin grammar, Ffuclid and Aldriche, and

when she reads Defoe's History of the Devil, her

Joy is beyond description.

The key-note lin dagzie's character is a
strong desire to love and to be loved, Hence her
continual craving for somebody who should be all to
her and to whom she should be everything likewice.
Her father and brother are the first persons on
whom she concentrates her ardent love, She is her
father's favourite; he always takes her =ide at
times when everyone else criticizes her behaviour
and even her physical appearance, Tom, however,
more practical and realistic, never allowe his feel-
ings to rule hiwm, He believes that "he would pun-
ish everybody who deserved it: why, he wouldn't
have minded being punished himself, 1if he deserved

o 1

it; but then, he never did deserve it. Her

need of love is "the strongest need in poor iaggie's
nature".2 Therefore, Tom's idea of punishment, to
ignore his sister, is the hardest form of suffering

which he can inflict upon her, When she forgets

1. idey, Vol. I, p. B3,
s R LR
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to feed hie rabbits and they all die, his answer is
to ignore her. Maggie's anisery is infinite, She
eries and asks Tom for forgiveness and love, "0
Tom, please forgive me ~ I can't bear it - I

will always be good = always remember thinge -

do love me - please, dear Tomd" 1

Her vivid imagination and craving to be
loved do not help to make her life happler or easi-
er for her, Again after one of those severe argu-

mente with Tom, Maggie bursts into tears,

They were very bitter tears: every-
body in the world seemed so hard and unkind
to kHaggie: there was no indulgence, no fond-
ness, such as she imagined when she fashioned
the world afresh in ner own thoughts, In
books there were people who were alwaye agree-
able or tender, and delighted to do things
that made one happy, and who did not show
their kindness by finding fault. The world
outeide the books was not a happy one, Maggie
felt: it seemed to be a world where people
behaved the best to those they did not pre-
tend to love, and that did not belong to them.
And if life had no love in it, what olse was
there for iaggiet 2

Her inward soul is in constant conflict with her

outward life and she alone has to bear the conse-

1, I d4s» Ps 67,
e ;9 tde sy pe 068,
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quences,

Magiie...eowas a creature full of
eager passionate longings for all that was
beautiful and glad; thirsty for all knov-
ledge, with an ear straining after dreamy
music that died away and would not come
near to her; with a blind, uvnconscious
yearning for something that would link to-
gether the wonderful impressions of this
mysterious life, and give her soul a sense
of home in it.

Ho wonder then, when there is this
contrast between the outward and the inward,
that painful collisions come of it. 1

The disartere that bhefall her rise from
this trait in her character., Her scientific mind

is set to work by her surroundings,

3he wanted some explanation of this

hard, real life: the unhappy-looking father,
seated at the dull breakfast-table, the child-
ish, bewildered mother, the little sordid tasks
that filled the hours, or the more opprescsive
emptiness of weary, Joylees leisure; the need
of some tender, demonstrative love; the cruel
sense that Tom didn't mind what she thought or
felt, and that they were no longer playfellows
together; the privation of all pleasant things
that had come to her wmore than to othera: she
wanted some key that would enable her to under-
stand, and, in understanding, endure, the heavy
weizght that had fallen on her young hearg. Ir
she had been tau:ht 'real learning and wisdom,
such as great men knew,' she thouzht she should

3 Ibid., p. 369,
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have held the secrets of life; if she had
only books, that she mizght learn for herself
what wise men knew! 1

When with advancing years these idols of
her life - her father and her brother -« saddened
and enbittered, fail to wmeet her need for love, she,
who cannot live without loving, gives her affections
to Philip VWakem, a highly gifted but deformed young
mane. Philip's father, ae the Tullivers think, is
the man behind all the miseries they go through.
Therefore Haggle's friendship with Philip takes ite
deep and atrong form in secret, After Tom diescov-
ers the friendship, with his usual domination he
makes daggie promise ndt to see or write to Philip
without Tom's knowledge. Poor laggie: Life be-
comes more and more difficult for her.

With her independent mind, ehe refuses to
live with her aunt Pullet after her father dies.
She'd rather get a situation in a school than be de-
pendent on her wealthy relatives, Even Tom re-
proaches her for taking a sitvation instead of de-
pending on him,. He says:

1. Ikgd.’ Vol, II, De 28.



69

Now listen to He, lﬁaj;:,‘le. ....yOU know

I didn't wish you to take a situation, Wy

aunt Pullet was willing to give you a good

home, and you might have lived respectably

amongst your relations, until I could have

provided a houe for you with my mother. And

that is what I should like to do. I wished

my sister to be a lady, and I would always

have taken care of you, as my father desired,

until you were well married, But your ideas

and mine neveyr accord, and you will not give

way. ik
Maggie herself at one time tells Philip, "I can't
live in dependence - I can't live with my brother
- though he ie very gzood to me. He would like
to provide for me; but that would be intolerable
to me".g Tom, in fact, poure out what were the
conventional and accepted rulee of those days. But
Maggie, like her creator, was far ahead of her time.
Hence the continuous misunderstandings and difficul-
ties aroused,

liaggie's poetic soul has a large place

for music, Yet even thie art brings her closer tol
her fate. It is through her great susceptibility
to it that she is drawn to Stephen Guest, to whom
her cousin Lucy ies engaged. She triee hard to ig-

nore Stephen's advances for the sake of her prine-

1. Ibid., p. 195,
2, 1ibid., p. 228,
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eiples, her attachment to Lucy and to Philip. Yet
once again her impulsive disposition comes into play.
This impuleiveneess provokes many headstrong actions,
but when the deed is done, she sees not only the
conaegquences of her imprudence, but also what would
have happened had she acted differently. lihen she
wae a small girl, she showed thies by cutting her
hair in revenge for the cruel remarks of her aunts,
or by running to the gipsles because Tom was angry
with her. But now the situation ie far too serious
for the consequences to be forgiven, more especlially
at that period with ite high, though artificial,
moral codes,

Stephen, however, succeeds in persuvading
Magglie to go rowing with him, Without realizing
how far away the river is carrying them, they have
passed beyond the possibility of returning free
from blame. Their return will not help to make
them blameless in the eyes of society. It is here
that the real spiritual struggle, for iagele, be-
gins. Stephen's plan is to go further away and
get married, while Maggie, with her reverence for
hunan bonds and abhorrence of a self-pleasing choice

azainst a duvtiful loyalty, insiste on going back to
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her family and friends. Her puilty conscience

haunts her,

She had rent the ties that had given
meaning to duty, and had made herself an out-
lawed soul, with no pguide but the wayward
choice of her own pasecion. And where would
that lead heryY - where had it led her now?
She had said she would rather die than fall
into that temptation. She felt it now =
now that the consequences of such a fall had
come before the ocutward act was completed,
There wae at least this fruit from all her
years of striving after the highest and best
P that her soul, though betrayed, beguiled,
ensnared, could never deliberately consent to
a choice of Joy, but of conscious cruelty and
hardness; for could she ever cease to see
before her Lucy and Philip, with their mur-
dered trust and hopee¥ fler life with Step=-
hen could have no sacredness: she must for
ever sink and wander vaguvely, driven by un=-
certain impulse; for she had let go of the
clue of life = that clue which once in the
far-off years her young need had clutched so
strongly. She had renounced all deligzhts
then, before she knew theu, before they had
come within her reach, Philip had been
right when he told her that she knew nothing
of renunciation: she had thought it was
quiet ecstasy; she saw it face to face now
- that sad patient loving strength which
holds the clue of life - and saw that the
thorns were for ever pressing on its brow,
The yesterday, which could never be revoked
- If she could have changed it now for any
length of inward silent endurance, she would
have bowed beneath that cross with a sense
of rest. 1

This hard Judgment on herself is, in fact, a clear

La .;D}.g" DPe SBPw3B3,
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example of a self-renunciation in which she found
peace and strengtn, Despite Stephen's strong ar-
guments and good reasons, she refuses to listen to
his project which might have brought her happiness.
But rememhering Maggie's high principles, one can
never imagine her stepping consciously on Lucy's or
Philip's happiness to build her own enjoyments. At
last, after a long and vehement spiritual struggle
with Stephen, she returns to 8t. Ogg's,where she is
considered a social outcast not only by society but
by the closest person to her; the person who has
had the strongest influence on her since her child-
hood, Toiu. He turns her out of his house for the
disgrace she has brought on the family by her un-
pardonable breach of the law of morality. He even
refuses to believe her accounts of the deed. He
has no longer any tolerance for his sister's con-
tinuous shameful actions of which this last forms
the climax, Society is not less hard on her. All
her world is shut against her. After some more
time full of agony, repentance, lamentation and re-
proachful memories, Maggie faces her end with a re-
markable bravery, when she is carried away in the

flood. Her last action and thoucht are directed
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towarde her brother Tom, to save hia,. With this
noble motive guiding her, when she and her brother
are unable to resist the strong hand of nature,
manifested in the floating fragments of some wooden
machinery which had given way on one of the wharves,
Mlaggie faces her end with Tom, Theee fraguents,
rushing with the force of the current on the little
boat, gave them their sad end: drowning.

Seeking beyond the autobiographical mo=-
tive in this work, one can see embodied in the char-
acter of laggie, several teachinge which peraeate
the book, Pirstly, George Eliot showe how an in-
nocent life can be destroyed through the infringe-
ment, even unintentionally, of rigid conventions
and inflexible moral standards, by the exercise of
an individuval and independent will,

Kaggie holde our sympathy throughout the
book, Vie may at times of difficulty and crisis
wish that we could make her act otherwise, to avoid
the inevitable consequences; but this is only a
wish, for we remain fully convinced of her nature
and her spiritual needs, To be true to herselfl
she could not act otherwise,

Like her creator, iag-ie must act natu-
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rally. There is nothing wrong in her unconvention-
al attitudes, Rather she is crushed by the limita-
tions of her artificial surroundins, Had she been
differently situated, in curroundings in which eshe
could be understood and appreciated, her strong per-
sonality would have led her to develop into a most
useful and helpful wmeuber of soclety, Her sympa-
thetic nature, her love for the poor, the weak and
the deformed, mizht have penetrated their inmost
secrets and satisfied their need for the affection
of which they were deprived. With her enormous
appetite for learning, a systematic education suit-
able to her needs could have made her most able and
efficient in the task of bringing education to the
illiterate, Her childish attempts at teaching
Luke, and later on, the gipsies, while still a

child of nine, are evidence of her burning desire

to share her knowledge.

A girl of such high intelligence and
sensibility, therefore, arguees (eorge Eliot, should
have her chance to develop her zifts and personal=-
ity. This can only be done through granting her
freedom and recognizing her as an individual,

Furthermore, ilagsie shows us that women
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are not the brainless creatures of contemporary be-
lief, without aspirations and without important
functions in soclety. The contrast between her
and Tom gives the lie to the prevailing belief in
the intellecctual superiority of men,

How can we be harsh with Maggple for the
incependence and sincerity of her actions, against
the background of her pathetic life, both in her
own home anu outside ity Can we be harsh with
George Eliot herself for acting according to her
own progressive views as Judged from biographies
and her letters?

The individuvality of Magzle's character
is more vividiy emphasised by her creator through
her environment, typically Victorian in its strict
attachment to convention and traditions, regardless
of the drawbacks these may have, She tracee the
spiritual significance of this enviromament on her.l
In spite of exagzerations in conception and behavi-
our, the Aunte Glegg, Pullet and Deane are all ex-

amples of the prosperous middle-clacs women of the

time, in their artificial attitudes and peculiar

1, See Clarence R.Decker, | Vv or Conscicnce.
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ways. The way in which the aunts, the Dodson sis=-
ters are introduced to us prepares us for their re-
actions in different sltuvations,

Ve know that the

+sss.odsons had always been thought to hold
up their heads very high, and no one was Sur-
prised the two eldeest had married so well -
not at an early age, for that was not the
practice of the Dodson family. There were
particular ways of doing everything in that
family: particular waye of bleaching the
linen, of making the cowslip wine, curing

the hams, and keeping the bottled gooseber-
ries; 80 that no daughter of that house
could be indifferent to the privilege of have
ing been born a Dodson, rather than a Gibson
or a Watson. Funerales were always conducte
ed with peculiar propriety in the Dodeon fam-
ily: the hat-bands wcre never of a blue
shade, the gloves never split at the thumb,
everybody was a mourner who ought to be, and
there were always scarfs for the bearers,
When one of the family was in trouble or sick-
ness, all the reat went to visit the unfortu-
nate member, uesuvally at the same time, and
did not shrink from uttering the most disagree-
able truths that correct family feelin; dic-
tated: if the illness or trouble was the suf =~
ferer's own fault, it was not in the practice
of the Dodson family to shrink from saying so.
In short, there was in this famnily a peculiar
tradition aes to what was the right thing in
household management and social demeanour,
and the only bitter circunstance attending
this superiority wae a painful inability to
approve the condiments or the conduct of fam-
ilies ungoverned by the Dodson tradition.

A female Dodson, when in 'strange houses',
alwaye ate dry bread with her tea, and de-
clined any sort of preserves, having no con-
fidence in the butter, and thinking that the
preserves had probably begun %o ferment from
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want of due sugar and boiling. There were

some Dodsone less like the family than others

- that wae adnitted; but in so far ae they

were 'kin', they were of nccessity better

than those who were 'no kin', And it is re-

markable that while no individual Dodson was

satisfied with any other individual Dodson,

éach was satisfied, not only with him or her

self, but with the Dodsons collectively, 1

We know that in the nineteenth century

the wave of a romanticism, which had swept Europe,
had penetrated English domestic life, and ordinary
wives and mothers were reproducing the behaviour of
the heroines of Ryron and Chateaubriand, Since a
rigid respectability governed their behaviour, their
emotione had %o be expended on the commonplace
events of everyday life, The naughtiness of a
child, a misunderstanding between friends, the non-
arrival of a letter, called forth tears, explana=~
tions, faintness, News of the death of a distant
and aged cousin, the engagement to marry of a friend,
necessitated smelling salts, a darkened room, a
goothing draught, Wwomen prided themselves on be-
ing martyrs to their excessive sensibility and

"delicacy" was universal.?

1. George Eliot, 9op, cit., Vol., I, pp. 623=3,
2, C.W.Smith, Life of Florence HNightingale.
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We have a typical manifestation of this
when irs., Pullet coaes to0 the Tullivers, her man-

ners all constrained to show that some unfortunate

thing has happened.

Krs. Pullet brushed each doorpost
with great nicety, about the latitude of her
shoulders (at that period a woman was truly
ridiculous to an instructed eye if she did
not measure a yard and a half acroes the
shoulderse), and having done that, sent the
muscles of her face in quest of fresh tears
as she advanced into the parlour where irs,
Glegg was seated. 1

The dialogue between her and her sieter lMrs. Glegg
is a most interesting e¢xample of this emotional
hypoerisy which prevailed in that society then.

Mre, QOlegzs said:

"Well, sister, you're late; what's
the matter?” rather sharply, as they shook
hands,

drs., Pullet sat down, 1lifting up
her mantle carefully behind, before she ans-
wered, "She's gone,' unconsciously using an
impressive figure of rhetoric,

"It ien't the glass this time, then,"
thought Wrs. Tulliver.

"Died the day before yesterday,"” con-
tinved iMrs, Pullet, "an' her legs was as
thick as my body,"” she added' with deep sad-
ness, after a pause, "They'd tapped her no
end o' times, and the water - they say you
might ha' swum in it, if you'd liked."

) George Eliot, op, cit., Vol., I, u. 84,



On heering the name of the person,

"Well, she's no kin o' yours, nor
much acguaintance as 1've ever heard of,"
said Mrs. Glegg, who always cried just as
much as was proper when anything happened to
her own “kin", but not on other occasions.

Then she continues:

"Sophy, I wonder at you, fretting
and inJuring your health about pcople as
don't belong to you, Your poor father
never did so, nor your aunt Francis neither,
nor any o' the fanily as I ever heard of,
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You couldn't fret no more than this, if we'd

heard as our cousin Abbott had died sudden
without making his will.,"

It was not everybody whg could af-
ford to cry so much about their neighbours
who had left them nothing: but Mrs. Pullet
had married a gentleman farmer, and had
leisure and money to carry her crying and
everything else to the highest pitch of
respectability. 1

Mre, Tulliver, a foolish, simple woman,

is an egqually good example of this hypocriay.

Yhen

the aunts remark on the nauzhtiness of Hdaggle in

cutting her halr, she, after hearing all her sis-

ters' hard judgments on Maggie's behaviour, cannot

help saying, "She's a naughty child, as'll break

her mother's heart,” 2 with the tears in her eyes,

1. Ibidc’ PPe 84-86,
2, Inid.
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When lrs, Pullet shows lrs, Tulliver
her bonnets, and reumarks that the latter should re-
member them after Mrs., Pullet dies, Mrs. Tulliver
«sre.fElt that she ought to be affected, but
she was a woman of sparse tears, stout and
healthy - she couldn't ery 8o wuch as her
sister Pullet did, and had often felt her
deficiency at funerals. 1
Even to the silliest and most trivial
thing, each act of everyday life is performed with
a view to public opinion,

Wr, Pullet keeps all his wife's phyeic-

bottles,

"He eays it's nothing but right folks
should see 'em when I'm gone,” said drs. Pul-
let, "They £ill two o' the long store-room
shelves a'ready - Dbut," she added, begin-
ning to cry a little, "it's well if they ever
fill thPGE.o.on“ 2

This aleo repregents her selfishness which centres
in an exaggerated care for health.

When irs. Glegg quarrels with ¥r., Tulli-

ver, lrs., Fullet worries, not for either eide's sale,

but because "it would look 11l in the nelghbourhood

1. Ibid. » v01. I, po_ 15?0
2, Ibid., Vol. I, p. 144.
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if people should have it in their power to say that
there was a guarrel in the family," 1

At the time of the Tullivers' bankrupt-
oy, the aunts' attitude is certainly most peculiar,
even, perhaps, to a true Victorian lady, Instead
of helping their sister and keeping her household
things out of the sale, they argue and consider
this selling-up as a disgrace, less because of its
causes than because of ite result -  the workhouse
for thelr sister, ldrs, Tuvlliver - at least if her
sisters were not sufficiently benevolent to save
her from it.

What the Dodsons clung to when explain-
ing the attitudes they took up wae their "moral
notion", But "their moral notions, thou:h held
with strong tenacity, seem to have no standard be-
yond hereditary cuatom".2

It is interesting to see how Mrs, Pullet
reacted when she heard of Maggie's disgraceful ac-

tion, She

sessscould do nothing but shake her head and

1. b 9 P 198,
2. I '] VOIQ II, De 5¢
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cry, and wish that cousin Abbott had died, or
any number of funerals had happened rather
than this, which had never happened before,

80 that there was no knowing how to act, and
Mrs. Pullet could never enter St. Oggds again,
because 'acguaintances' knew of it all,

And Mrs, Glegg

++e+e0nly hoped that Mrs. Wooll, or anyone
else, would come to her with their false
tales about her own niece, and she would
know what to say to that ill-advised person 1l
It was at such a time with these moral
guestions in vogue, that Maggie faced her unfortun-
ate lot with such boldness. “Sﬁe must be very
bold and hardened to wish to stay in a parish where
she was so much stared at and whispered about." 2
Turning to see the recaction and the Jjudg-
ment of contemporary Turkish society to laggie's be-
haviour throughout her life, one finds that it would
be no less harsh, indeed rather more so, than that
of her aunts and of St., Ogg'E society. This con-
clusion hae been reached after listening to the many

incidents related by my grandmother, All these in-

cidents deal with the profound importance attached

1. Ibid., pp. 365-6.
2o ibid., p. 377.
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to the morality, purity and chastity of Turkish wo-
men, Pupity and virtuve, my granduother used to say,
are somethiny sacred, not to be Joked about,. They
are the capital, and the whole end of a woman's ex-
ietence. In fact, it is infinitely interesting to
see how meticulous women were about these sacred
words, Their whole lives could be Judged and shap=
ed by them. Their extremely high sense of worality
would not only exprese itself in their behaviour or
feeling towards each other, as in the case of the
conventional 'lady' of George Eliot'e works, but in
their very appearance,

My grandmother would criticize the times
after this fashion: "What a time we are living in!
Viomen cut their hair like men, and parade in front
of them without 'charshaf and yashmak'! This
‘alafranga' - westernization - has turned woman
into a shaneless creature devoid of all morality!
If a woman wishes to preserve her purity and virtue
she must confine herself to her house, to the harem,
where no one will see her or hear her voice, I re-~
member that within the house even, we wore shapeless
dresses which effectively hid the contours of the

body, and our heads were covered with the beautiful-
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ly embroidered silk scarves, as it was considered
immodest even for men to go bare-headed." Then she
would relate with great pride an incident which em-
phasised their strict sense of virtue and purity.
"WWhen we saw that my brother had come to the stage
when he should marry, my mother, aunts and myself
began to look for a suitable girl for the match,
After inquiries and recoumendations by many 'kila-
xgg',l we heard of a certain girl, Ve went to see
her. She appeared to be what we wanted, a pretty,
tall girl, very timid and quiet. She definitely
was very well brou:ht up because throughout our vis-
it, apart from 'Yes, ma'am', she did not utter a
word. It was a sign of respect that she wouldn't
open her mouth in front of her clders. Her family
was one of the best, and well known in Istanbul:
rich, noble, and very respectable. Everything was

simply perfect. Accordingly we decided to ask for

1, The kilavuz were professional women who used
to go to ?ractically every house in search of
suitable 'matches', to recommend them to the
families with eligible sons, They were al-
ways received with warm welcome and great in-
terest, as a favourable report by a kilavuz
was declsive in most cases. Erciment Ekrem,
Dunden Hatiralar, Megories of Yesterdax chap-
ter on "The Marriage-Broker", "Gorucu
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her hand officially. So my father and some elderly
male relativees and friende gathered to decide the

day on which they should go to the sirl's male rela-
tives to ask for their permission. it was Just

then that we heard that this girl had opened the
door to a beggar and handed him some food instead of
ordering one of her many slaves,. He gave her up be~
cause, who can tell, if she opened the door to a beg-
gar today and showed her face, che might open 1t to
someone else touworrow and even talk with him, thus
bringing the family into danger of ﬁiagraue. Ve
started then to look for a more suitable girl."

This end to the inecident need not be ate
tributed to stupidity on the part of my granduother
or her like, ae many a love tale of this period
would show that there were genuine grounds for such
fears inasmuch ae lovers had found it a convenient
expedient to visit the houses of their beloveds in
the guise of a beggar,

“ith such a concept of morality, virtuve
and pwrity, my grandmother's reaction to iiaggie's be-
haviour would be bound to be one of great horror and
shock, She might quote our proverb: ‘liay Saten's

ears be pierced by bulletal' This is a wish that
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Satan should not hear this instance of deplorable
conduct, and accordingly influence other weak-ninded
people to do the saue,

Then she would continue, "I knew that
this girl Mdaggzie would one day be an object of last-
ing disgrace for her family. Her early rebellion,
encouraged by her father's attitude towards her, was
a portent of this disaster. I am surprised that
her father remained uvnmoved and did not take any no-
tice of the proteste and warnings of her respectable
aunts and uncles, He should have played the réle
of a man and should have corrected the erratic be-
haviour of the girl with a firm hand, Pushing Lucy
into the pond, running away to the gipsies, her in-
gistence on seeing hilip wakem even when opposed by
her fauily, are outstanding sitvations demanding cor-
rection, Then for some strange iueae of 1n§epen-
dence, she takes a situvation to earn her own living.
Then, to cap it all, she brinus on her family the
ignominy and disgrace of her running away with Step-
hen Guest! May CGod the merciful spare our children
from going aetray through the evil of Satan: It
passes comprehension why Tom, if he is really the

courageous and good boy he 1s sald to be, contents
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himself with turning her out of his house after this
degrading occurrence; he should have killed her to
redeem the honour of the family; thus proving to
the world that he, at least, was a worthy man and
could restore to the family ite injured name and re-
putation. However it is Jjust as well that she was
drowned to save the family further troubles. I
must add that the irresponsible actions of this girl
are the result of gettingy ideas from reading books,
Here, indeed, is an example of the danger which
books have in store for a girl,"

The aunts, on the other hand, would cer-
tainly earn my grandmother'e approval by their ever
critical attitude towards Jdaggle. Their concept of
propriety in family matters gave the family a sense
of satisfaction on a collective basis ae Dodsons,
even though they remained dissatisfied with one ano-
ther individually. She would readily agree and
even applaud the efforts of the Dodeon family in try-
ing to conform with the accepted code of convention-
al morality, although she would regret that they did
not follow the example of their socially equivalent
contemporary Turkish girls in marrying at an early

age, such as twelve or fourteen. Their attitude
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towardes their sister Tulliver, after the Tullivers'
bankruptey, might even not eseem to her peculiar, as
their minds were preoccupied with the sense of dis-
grace that the family might be faced with if their
sister were obliged to go to the workhouse, ot
at the same time, my grandmother would have express-
ed her regret that irs, Tulliver had no wale rela-
tive of her own to stand by her in hard times, Ghe
would not be so charitably disposed to the uncles
Glegg and Pullet, for in her opinion their pains-
taking efforts in attending to their wives in pub-
lic would be servile and uvnmanly. However, she

would not be s0 hard on them as on Maggie,

e ® L * L
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HAPTER .

DULEMARCH.

Whereae in the previous novels, George
Eliot's purpose and teachings permeate the stories
through the actione and the spirituval struggles of
the characters with their environment, in Mdiddle~
march one finds in addition, open statemente of the
subject and aim of the story. The eloguent preface,
clearly indicating the subject, could be summarized
in the words of Henry James.
An ardent young girl wae to have been
the central figure, a young girl framed for a
larger moral life than circumetance often af-
fords, ycarning for a motive for sustained spi-
ritual effort and only waeting her ardour and
soiling her wings against the meanness of op~-
portunity. 1
In the closing paragraph of this fictional master-
plece George Eliot's aim in presenting this story is
clearly evident.

Certainly those determining acts of
her life were not ldeally beautiful. They

b R Nin Century Fic s 1963-4, Vol. 8,
Pe 163, eorge K£liot's Middlemarch”, review-
ed by Henry James.
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were the mixed result of young and noble im-
pulse struggling amidet the conditions of an
imperfect social state, in which great feel-
ings will of'ten take the aspect of error, and
great faith the aspect of illusion. ror
there is no creature whoee inward being is so
strong that it is not greatly determined by
what lies outeide it. A new Theresa will
hardly have the opportunity of reforuing a
conventual life, any more than a new Anti-
gone will spend her heroic piety in daring
all for the sake of a brother's burial: the
mediun in which their ardent deede %took shape
is for ever gone, But we insignificant
people with our daily words and acts are pre-
paring the lives of many Dorotheas, some of
which may present a far sadder sacrifice than
that of the Dorothea whose story we know. 1

Therefore George Fliot offers us an obvious example
of the cramping effect of social conventions on the
individual and shows how they limit energy and dimi-
nish the power of service to society, She success=
fully presents Dorothea Brooke to us as a-vaid eX=
ample of a victim of these restrictions and limita-
tions imposed upon her by her situation in a soclety
which thinks the only purpose of women's existence
is to be gzood mothers and wives within the accepted
social conventions, Hence a cloese study of her
character in relation to these influences may enable
us to understand how Ceorge EKliot achieved her pur-

pose and consequently influenced public opinion,

1, George Eliot, Middlemarch, Vol, III, pp. 464-5.
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Dorothea, the niece of iir, Brooke, a
bachelor landowner who ies the guardian of herself
and her sister Celia, is a young woman of high as-
pirations. Her blind seekings after a higher type
of 1life than wae open to her in her limited sphere,
resulted in many disappointments, Her ideals and
aspirations were far above those of an average girl
of her class, She 1s presented to ues ae thirsty
for more learning and knowledge. Her ambition is
to learn and know more about religion, not for ite
doctrinal or devotional aspects, but for the sake
of its principles which lead to all forms of activ-
ity and which have their origin in the commandments

of charity and love for one's neighbour,

Dorothea knew many passages of Pag-
cal's Pensées and of Jeremy Taylor by heart,
and to her the destinies of mankind, seen by
the light of Christianity, made the solicitudes
of feminine fashion appear an occupation for
Bedlam, She could not reconcile the anxieties
of a spiritual life involving eternal conse-
quences, with a keen interest in guimp and
artificial protrusions of drapery. Her mind
was theoretic, and yearned by its nature af-
ter some lofty conception of the world which
might frankly include the parish of Tipton
and her own rule of conduct there; she was
enamoured of intensity and greatness, and
rash in eambracing whatever seemed to her to
have those aspects; 1likely to seek martyr-
dom, to make retractatione, and then to incur
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martyrdom efter all in a guarter where she had
not sought 1t, 1

Therefore she thinks that

esessthe really dellzhtful marriage must be
that where your husband waes a sort of father,
and could teach you even liebrew, if you wish=
ed it. e
For this reason she looks down upon the country
gentleman, Sir James Chettam, and thinks that she
would like t0o marry the Judicious Hooker or Milton
in his blindness. This intellectuval aubition, mis-
taking pedantry for true learning, makes her marry
the pedant Casaubon in whom she sees
«sess80mething beyond the shallows of ladies'
school literature: here wae a living Bossuet,
whose work would reconcile complete knowledge
with devoted piety; here was a modern Augus-
tine who united the glories of doctor and
saint. 3
ihen she receives Casaubon's stilted letter of pro-
posal, her Joy is beyond everything.
How could it occur to her to examine

the letter, to look at it critically as a pro-
fession of loveY Her whole soul was possessed

1. de » Vol, I, Pe 8B,
2 bid., p. 12,
Se Ib;d.’ De 33,
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by the fact that a fuller life was opening
before her: she wae a neophyte about to en-
ter on a higher grade of initiation, She

was going to have room for the energiee which
gtirred uneaeily under the dimness and press-—
ure of her own ignorance and the petty peremp-
toriness of the world's habits.

Now she would be able to devote her-
self to large yet definite duties: now she
would be allowed to live continuvally in the
light of a mind that she could reverence,
This hope was not unmixed with the glow of
proud delight - the Joyous maiden surprise
that she was chosen by the man whom her ad-
miration had chosen., All Dorothea's passion
was transfused through a mind struggling to-
wards an ideal life; the radiance of her
transfigured girlhood fell on the first ob~
Ject that came within its level. 1

In order to make herself of use to him in his great
work on “Comparative iytholozy", &he wae "getting
down learnecd booksa from the library and reading
many thinge hastily". With this intellectual am-
bition in mind, Lydgate thinks of Dorothea:
sesss8he i8 a good creature - that fine girl
-« but a 1little too earnest,....it is trouble-
some to talk to such women, They are always
wanting reasons, yet they are too ignorant to
understand the merits of any question, and usu-

ally fall back on their moral sense to settle
things after their own taste.

The sincerity of Dorothea's aims makes

1, M" Pe 62,
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her a devoted wife to Casaubon. She does her best
to make thinges comfortable for him, and does all
those things which no secretary, however efficient,
can 4o, Yet her husband's work is a failure, and
no matter how much she has done, she cannot find
satisfaction in it,

We have here a clear statement of George
Eliot's view as to the tasks which a woman should
undertake. A woman may indeed contribute towards
the work of the intellect if only she is born with
the capacity for that. Otherwise her true outlet
will be in works of philanthropy, célling for syu-
pathy, tenderness, and a sensitive understanding of
the sorrow and misery of those in affliction, These
are the qualities which give women thelr unique func-
tion in society. It would have been better for
Dorothea had she continved with the work she had
undertaken before her marriage, among the schools
and cottages of her uncle's estate, instead of de-
voting her life to an ambition which could not be
realized,

With her remarkable simplicity, straighte
forwardness and goodness, and with a nature ardent,

heroic, etriving towards some lofty conception of
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this world which is to be made into a living truth,
vorothea could have been of infinite help to her
society. But she, herself, did not know where to
use these rare gqualities, She, who was "enamoured
of intensity and greatness" and "likely to seek mar-
tyrdom”, became a victim of her misunderstanding of
her real vocatlon,
WWhen Will Ladislaw has shocked her loyal=-
ty to Casaubon by some slighting remarks upon his oc-
cupation, she reproves him with dignity and pathos.
She, who wrestled with herself all through the long,
lonely evening, after her husband had rejected,
"with unresponsive hardness”, her aid and syapathy
in his illness and finally went out to meet him as
he came upstairs, was a greater woman than she who
accepted him at first, She who had found "that be-
lief of her own which comforted her",
ees-ethat by desiring what is perfectly good,
even when we don't quite know what it is, and
cannot do what we should, we are part of the
divine power against evil, widening the skirts
of ligzht and making the struggle with darkness
NArrowerses e

was nearer to the light than in the days when her

young heart was filled with vague longings for soue

largzer purpose, some vast ideal good.
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Combined with these yearnings is her
disdein for the small things of life and her readi~
ness to sacrifice material couforts for the attaine
ment of a higher ideal, The will to higher things
is not to be restrained by material circumstances,
She comes to the highest nobility in her life when

/ane goes to Rosamond Vineey, although she thinks
Rosamond has been flirting with Ladislaw, and kisses
her, winning her even for a short time to a nobler
way of thinking,

Dorothea not only does not mind the
lack of small material thinge; such as her mother's
Jewellery, secured by her sister Celia for herself,
but ies ready to sacrifice large property as well
for the sake of her principles, When her husband,
Casaubon, diee, it is found that he has made the in-
sulting provision in his will that Dorothea shall
forfeit the property he leaves her if she marries
Ladislaw, hie young cousin, who shows great interest
in Dorothea, Her sister and brother-in-law, the
Chettams, wish to get rid of Ladislew, as might be
expected of certain people of that periocd, but he

remaine to help ir. Brooke in hie candidature for

Parliament, Eventually Dorothea gives up her
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money and social position to marry him. Suech atti-
tude and action were unforgivable at that time and
became a esubject of scandal, The author describes

the effect of Dorothea‘'s marrisge by saying:

Sir Jamer never ceased to regard
Dorothea's second marriage as a mistake; and
indeed this remained the tradition concerning
it in Middlemarch, where she was spoken of to
a younger generation as a fine girl who mar-
ried a sickly eclergyman, old enough to be her
father, and in little wmore than a year after
his death gave up her estate to marry his
cousin - young enough to have been his eon,
with no property, and not well-born. Those
who had not seen anything of Dorothea uaually
observed that she could not have been "a nice
woman", else she would not have married elther
the one or the other, 1

George Eliot speaks of the sacredness of
marriage, and the renunciation it demands at all
times, but especially in periode of difficulty and
in eritical situations, through her mouthpiece Doro-
thea who intercedes with Rosamond on Lydgate's be-

half, Dorothea says:

Marriage is so unlike everything elee.
There ie something even awful in the nearness
it brings, Zven 1 we loved some one else
better than - than those we were married to,
it would be of no use, I mean, marriage drinks
up all our power of giving or getting any

1. Ibid., Vol. IlI, p. 464.
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blegsedness in that sort of love, I know it
may be very dear - Dbut it murders our mar-
risge - and then the marriege etays with us
like a murder and everything else is gone,

And then our hushand = if he loved and trust-
ed us, and we have not helped him, but made a
curse in his life...e. 1

It is gratifying to see that Dorothea
at last attains happiness amongz her own family and
people. Once more we realize George Tliot's em~
phasie on the natural duties of woman and on the im-
portance of conforming to, rather than denying them;
while at the same time she re-affirms the need for
edvcation and for recognition as an individual be-
ing, which alone can enable a woman to fulfll those
functions in society for which she isg destined,

Thus we see Dorothea in the light of George “liot's
teaching, which wae stimulated and inspired by her

own unhappy personal experiences in a society which
hampered her with ite rigid conventions,

Turning now to look at Dorothea through
the eyes of contemporary Turkish society and asking
my grandmother how ghe would see Dorothea, I realize
her answer would certainly not be a pleasing one to

George Eliot. No doubt she would shake her head

1. ;bldo' ppa 404-4:050
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in shocked surprise and exclaim, "God forbid!l May
God protect us from the evil influence of Satan!™
She might then go on to relate her reaction to Doro-
thea's "strange and queer” behaviour as shown in
the novel, in some such vein as this:

"This girl Dorothea,” she migsht say,
"is no doubt a pecullar and abnormal girl, What
does it mean that she is so fond of reading and
learning® This is a man's sphere, not a woman's,
But then it is all her uncle's favlt, He should
have the authority which rightly belonge to a man,
instead of sitting and listenling helplessly to his
nieces and trying to fulfil their wishes, Firat
of all Dorothea givec up all her mother's jewels to
her sister Celia who is a very much wiser and more
normal girl, Surely 1t 1s sufficient evidence of
her foolishness that she refuses the very things
which will most adorn and add to her own natural
beauty!"”

"Her marriage is a more shocking busi-
neeg still! How any girl, supposedly of good fam-
ily, could so far lower herself is beyond my under-

standing, What businees has she to decide whom

1, Thie is a quotation from the loran and is usu-
ally uvsed when a disaster or untoward event be-
falls anyone,
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she should marry?Y It is none of her business; it
is for her parents or next of kin to choose a hus-
band for her, Ag if her unusuval behaviour before
this were not enough, she refures & brilliant mar-
riage with 8ir James Chettam, a man of wealth who
could give her & life of endless pleasure: Jewels
and ornamente, a house like a palace, c¢lotheg of
s8ilk embroidered with gold, silver and gems, nuné-
rous slavée to attend her - all that is needed to
make a wife happy. She wants to marry Casaubon for
some fanciful reason guch as hies great intellectual
capacity, a reason that nobody uvnderstands but her-
self. What is even more odé 1ls the way in which
Casaubon proposes, Instead of sending his sister
or mother, and some female friends of the family to
Dorothea's female reclatives, he actually writes her
a letter! And her happinese on getting the letlter
is both dégrading and shameful - the result of all
her learning end reading, of courses And her
uncle'e attitude is hardly that of a person worthy
of being called a man, He does not wholly approve
of the marriage, yet makes no atiempt to stop it;
he, who is supposed to be in place of her father

and whose duty it is, therefore -« not hers - to
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choose her a husband, He should have remeabered
our proverb that if a ;irl is left to choose a
husband for herself she marries either a drummer
or a bagpipe player." -
"Ghe marries Casaubon, but is she happy
with himv Nol! Certainly not. If she really
has an intellectual ambition as one might call it,
why doeen't she then use it to urge her husband to
produce some useful work for society and the world
as our Safiye Sultan didy 2 She neither does this
nor does she behave like a normal girl and sit in
her home satisfied to make esure that it will always
be a pleasure for her huesband to look at her. In-
stead of spending her time reading and learning

what is meant only for men, she should have done

1. In old tiaes in Turkey, these people were con-
pidered as from the lowest class, earning their
living through playing their instrunents at
the doors of the rich, especially in the even-
ings of Ramazan and religious Festivals,

2 Safiye Sultan had had a tremendous influence
on her husband Sultan Murad III, and then on
her son, Sultan iehmet 111, in the tenth cen-
tury, for nearly twenty years. This in=-
fluence was not only in the politiecal but
in the social field, Refik Ahmed, Yeni

lecmua, The New Mggazine, 1918, No. 60.
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some embroidery or played some sort of music to
pleace heyr husband and whoever lives with them,
Naturally, therefore, she is unhapbpy, especially
when 'the sheep are left to the wolves', Instead
of being put into the harean. Dorothea is left free
to meet young men like Ladislaw, and her behaviour
becomes even more shamncless, She sees this young
man often, He cennot be blamed for this, for 1t
is the woman who lowers hereelf by showing her face
and talking to any man who is not her husband or a
relative of some kind, Then, once ber husband is
dead, and has left a will, the provislone of which
we all know, she behaves as etrangely ae ever, and
gives up all her riches to marry this penniless
Ladislaw, All one can say is that God made all
sorts of creatures, slilly and stupid like Dorothea,
or just the opposite, like her sister Celia,. She
at leact has the intelligence to see that her mare
riage with 8ir James will bring a wouan all she
yearns for! Yet even she decides for herself that
she will marry him, instead of being gulded by her
uncle's choice. God preserve our children from
such disasters!”

Ae we read of my grandmother's disapprov-
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al and reproach for Dorothea and her behaviour, we
can at the same time see Rosamond Vincey, the eldest
daughter of a Middlemarch manufacturer, gaining her
sympathy and affection.

George Eliot's aim in depicting Rosamond
is to show the great influence of environment and of
parents upon character. Her "rare psychological
penetration is lavished upon thls veritably mulish
domestic flowar".l Being "a rare compound of beau-
ty, cleverness and amiability', Rosamond is given by
her parents a degree of freedom which spoils her and
makes of her a selfish rather than a helpful person.
Moreover, George Eliot shows how the complete econo-
mic dependence of a daughter on her parents can lead_
to the wreck of a marriage which might have been
happy had she but gnown the limits of expenditure.
Through Rosamond's life after her marriage, and her
management of her household, one sees this selfish-
ness destroying the noble endeavours and faculties
of oth&rs; who might have been of immense help to
socliety.

Rosamond's exquisite taste does not al-

1. Nineteenth Century Fiction, 1953-4, Vol. 8,
p. 167. George Eliot's Middlemarch", re-

viewed by Henry James,
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low any of her many adairers to correepond to her
ideal of a husband, till a young physiclan, Tertius
Lydgate, settles In diddlemarch. Inpressed by Lyd-
gate'e being the nephew of a baronet snd by his re-
fined manners, ghe warries hilm hoping for social ad-
vancenent with no idea of any higher aim, When
considering the subject of her marriage, she re~
flects, "It always wakes a difference, though, to

be of good family",. Then she

«o.esfelt that she might have been happier

if she had not beeun the daughter of a diddle-~
march manufacturer, She disliked anything
which reminded her that her mother's father
had been an innkeeper, 1

Her dream is now being realized. Cap-
tain Lydgate's visit creates enormous pleasure for

her,

She was 80 intensely coascious of
having & couein who was a baronet's son stay-
ing in the house, that che imagined the know-
ledge of what was implied by his presence %o
be diffused through all other minds; and
when she introduced Captain Lydgate (o her
gueets, she had a placid sense that his rank
penetrated them as if it had been an odour.
The satisfaction was enough for the time to
melt away some disappointment in the condi-
tions of marriage with a medical man even of
good birth. 2

1. George Kliot, op, cit., Vol. III, p. 72,
2, ibid., p. 78,
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Not having been self-supporting before
her marriage, and her expendliture having been direct-
ed by her parents, she has no idea of the valve of
money even after she warries. She msquanders what
her husband givees her, like a heedless child., Her
egoism wrecks Lydgate's usefulness in hie profession,
through her extravsgance and her complete indiffer-
ence to her part in the management of their affairs.
Her selfishnese indeed paralyses the noble faculties
of her husband, When it graduvally appears that the
husband cannot afford to support an expensive house-
hold, Rosamond will be 'the fine lady' and will not
adapt hergelf to any huabler uode of 1life, she op-
posed to her husband a guiet but inflexlible obsili-
nacy, before which he wag nelpless, She believed
that it would be unladylike to guarrel, &0 she never
used heated language.

Thinking of helping her husband in a way
that will net injure their scocial statue, she medd-
les in thinge she hae no idea how to deal with.

der husband suggeste that they should
let their big nouvse in iiddlemarch 8o that their ex-
penditure will be reduced. Rosamond takes measures

that prevent the realization of this suggestion.
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ioreover, without Lydgate's knowledge, she writes
to his uncle for money, despife her husband's ale-
ready expresped desire that they should not do so,
as he ie certaln that such an appeal will be frult-
less, Wwith heyr selfish obstinacy ehe makes life
even more difficult for her husband when the latter
borrowe money f{rom Mr. Bulstrode and becomes un=
Juetly involved in & scandal, Instead of trying
to help him she urges him to leave iliddlemarch to
aveid hearing the unpleasanti remarke that were be-
ing made; especially when lirs, Sprague suggests
that people must "go and live abroad scmewhere.
That is what ie generally done when thsre is any-
thing disgraceful in a family”. Rosamond 18, in
fact, Jjust as were Hetty Sorrel and Guendolen Hare
leth, one of those characters who bring about their
own downfall and the unhappinese of others through
the selfish gratification of their own lupulser.
Although to hurt the feelings of others wae beyond
their intention, yet the chaine of circumstance set
in motion by their choice of action and intensified
by an "unwillingness (o meet their difficulty square-
ly" wae such that they "found themselvee entangled

in a web that led inevitably to their own disaster



107

and to that of thoese closely associated with tham“.l

However, CGecorge “llot wants %o show that
if girls are taught how to be devoted wivesz, practi-
cal and conelderate, and how to deal with down-to-
earth mattere, they perform thelr natural duty suc-
cessfully. If Rosamond, with all her accouplish-
mentes, had been taught in her upbringing the real
meaning of wifely devotion, to make sacrifices with-
out regret when necessary, to think uore of other
people's happiness and misery instead of concentrat-
ing on her own pleasures, then Lydgate, with his
gualities, could have rendered trewmendous service to
humani ty. In this way Hosamond would have been the
indirect source of at least a part of the welfare of
the sick people.

George Eliot blames both parents and
socliety for not implanting usefuvl and proper idees
in a girl's mind 80 that she might be more helpful
and more serviceable, The lesson she givee to her
contecmporaries by presenting this sad picture of
egoism and, as Henry James puts it, this "tragedy

based on unpsid butechers' bills, and the urgent need

I Anglia, 1930, Vol. b4, p, 348, "The Purpose
in George Fliot's Art",
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for small economiee",l is stronger than any appeal
for the liberty and equality of women with men.,

In contrast to Ceorge Eliot's disapprov-
al of the attitude of Romamond and her parents, we
have the probable opinion of my grandmother, "Poor
Rosamond! that the marriage of a girl of such beau-
ty and endowment should come to such an end!  Her
parents shnould have been stricter and more careful
than to let her marry Lydgate, who had birth but
not wealth, They should have chosen her a wealthy
man, one who could have given her every comfort, so
that in turn she might have become a precious orna-
ment in her husband's life, adorning hie home with
her beautly, and being a comfort and happiness to him.
People blame her for her extravagance and failure to
limit her expenditure, but it is the husband, surely,
who is at fault!  He might easily have chosen ano-
ther girl to marry him. A girl of Rosamond's beau-
ty was bound to spend more. It is not as if she
were spendinz it on somneone else, ehe is oﬁly trying
to make herself the more charuning and attractive for

the pleasure of hie eyes.”

1. Hineteenth Century Fiction, 19563-4., Vol. 8,
Ps 167, "George Eliot's iJiddlemarch", re-
viewed by Henry James,
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"Nor can 1 blame her for urging him to
leave Middlemarch when che hears of the scandal in
which he is, Justly or vnjustly, involved. It is
better to die than to lose prestige and be lowered
in the eyes of the world. She acted wisely in re-~
turninz to her family after the scandal in order to
ghow her disapproval of his shameful action. it
is a sad eight to see such a flower wither {or lack
o the necesgary care and attention on the part of
its gardener."

vhatever may be our own reaction to
these reflections, this high valuation of the mnate-
rial sspect of marriage together with a virtual dis-
regard of the spiritual, was the general and unques-
tioned attitude in most parts of the Turkey of those

days.
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CHAPTER V,
FELIX HOLT AND ROMOLA.

It is true that George kliot's later

novels, Silas Marner, Felix iHolt and Daniel Deronda,

like her others, are all peruneated with the samne re-~
curring themes: a belief in the necessity of a re-
ligious faith as a suppori, accompanied by a high
moral tone; the neceesity for renunciation; her
belief in marriage ae the crown of a woman's life,
for which at the same time she is fitted by the fe-
minine gift of syupathy for worke of noble philan-
thropy; and her demand that, in order to fulfil
these tasks, alike in the family and in society, a
woman must firet of mall be recognized a8 an indivi-
dval and given ths right of a higher education
which will fit her for theu, Yet a remarkable
change in the presentation and treatment of these
female characters is noticeable.

Certain conflicts emphasized in, for ex-
ample, the characters of Dinah, Maggie and Dorothea
have no counterparte in Epple of Silas Marner, lirs.

Transome and Easther Lyon of Felix Holt, or Mirah
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and (wendolen Harleth of Dapiel Deronda. In these
novels there is no dramatisation of thozse probleas
from which George Eliot had greatly suffersd in her
personal life and which she go mincerely and succege-
fully reflected through the heroines of her earlier
novels. This change in attitude may, as already
suguested, be attributed to the change in her per=-
sonal life, By the time she came to write Silas
darner and her subsequent novels, her fame as a nove-
list had been firmly established and had reached its
height, and her social position ag lire. Lewes had
been recognized by almost everyone, Her 1life now
became more stable, and she had more self-confidence
and reassurance as to her pereonality end positicn.
Therefore no further groundes for personal vindica-
tion were left for reflection through novels,. For
this reason we suggest taking Felix !olt as an ex-
ample of the later novels, and studying its two main
female characters, dre, Transome and Esther Lyon,
from the point of view of George Eliot's moral teach-
ings.

Through Wrs. Transome one may read several
of these teachings, although she is an entirely dif-

ferent woman in her outlook and ambition from those
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we have 80 far dealt wlth,

she had that high-born imperious air
which would have marked her as an obJject of
hatred and reviling by a revolutionary mob.
Her person was too typical of social distinc-
tions to be passed by with indifference by
any one; it would have fitted an empress in
her own right, who had had to rule in spite
of faction, to dare the violation of treatles
and dread retributive invasions, to grasp af-
ter new territories, to be defiant in despe~
rate circumstances, and to feel a woman's
hunger of the heart for ever unsatisfied, i

Her pride is partly duve to her natural egoiesm, pre-
eented as ambition, and partly to her consciousness
of her social statue, She "had not the feminine

tendency to seek influence through pathos; she had
been used to rule in virtve of acknowledged superi-

* Consciougness of guperiority blinds her

ority".
to the extent that she refuses to see and accept
changes which might heve developed in her son Har-
old's attitude towards her, after his fifteen years
in Smyrna. She expects a great deal from him,
In this new acquaintance of theirs she
cared especially that her son, who had seen a
strange world, should feel that he was to come

home to a mother who wae to be consulted on
all things, and who could supply hies lack of

1. George Eliot, Felix Holt, Vol. I, p. 40.
2. Ibid., p. 22,
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the local expericnce neccessary to an English
landholdey, Her part in life had been that
of the clever sinner, and she was equipped
with the views, the reasons, and the habits
which belonged to that character: 1life would
have little meaning for her if she were to be
gently thrust aside as a harmless elderly
woman. 1

Her first disappointment occurs when her

son declares that he will not be a Tory candidate,

irs., Transome felt something like an
electric shock.

"What thent" ehe sald, alnost sharply.
"You will not call yourself a Whigt"

"God forbidl I'm a Radical.,” 2

Even her great love for riches is outpaced by her
strongly conservative political view. She regards
convereion in politics ae being worse than reli :;ious

conversion,

Here was a distinet confirmation of the
vague but strong feeling that her son was a
stranger to her, Here was a revelation to
which it seemed almost as imposelible to adjust
her hopes and notions of a dignified life as
if her son had =said that he had been converted
to lahometanism at Smyrna, and had four wives,
instead of one son, shortly to arrive under
the care of Dominic, For the mouwent she had
a sickening feeling that it was all of no use
that the long-~delayed good fortune had come at
last - all of no use though the unloved Dur-

10 Ihidt ’ [Jp- 22-230
2. ibid., p. 24.
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fey was dead and buried, and though Harold
had come home with plenty of woney. There
were rich Radicals, she was aware, as there
were rich Jews and Dissenters, but she had
never thought of thewm as county people. 1

Her conservatisam affects not only her politlieal
view but even the household management, She hard-
ly changes the style of their furniture or adapts
their way of life to the contemporary requirements.
She reminds her son, "You must remember you have
come back to a family who have old~fashioned no-
tions", dr, Jermyn, the lawyer, discloses this
coneervatism in her to a zgreat extent when he tells

Harold about the condition of his estate,

She objects to changes; she will not
have a new style of tenant; she likee the old
stock of farmers who milk their own cows,and
send their younger daughters out to service:
all thie makes it difficult to do the best
with the estate. I am aware things are not
as they ought to be, for, in point of fact,
an improved agricultural management is a
matter in which I take considerable interest,
and the farm which I myself hold on the es-
tate you will see, I think, to be in a supe-
rior condition, But Mrs. Transome is a
woman of strong feeling and I would urge you,
my dear sir, to make the changes which you
have, but which 1 had not the right to in-
eist on, as 1little painful for her as possible,

1s Ibid.
2. Igid.. Pe bY.
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For all these stronsg traits in drs. Transome's char-
acter, she is a woman haunted by a fear, a fear
which is at some tiues strongzer than at others -
the consciousness of her past guilt in breaking the
marriage rule - for Harold is not, as is publicly
believed, the son of ¥r, Transome, but of the law=-
yer, Jerayn.
If we go back to her earlier days before
her marriage, we know that
wWhen she wae young she had been thought
wonderfully clever and accoamplished, and had
been rather ambitious of intellectual superi-
ority - had secretly picked out for private
reading the lighter parts of dangerous ¥rench
avthors - and in company had been able to
talk of i¥r. Burke's style, or of Chateaubriand's
eloguence - had laughed at the Lyrical Bal=-
lads and admired #r. Southey's Thalaba. &he
always thou:ht that the dangerous French wri-
ters were wicked and that her reading of them
wae a Bin; but many sinful things were agree-
able to her, and many things which she did

not doubt to be good and true were dull and
meaningless. 1

Her sin, once committed, is irrevocable
and its punishment, as revealed by George Eliot, is
most severe, Proud, selfish and with political aun-

bitions, she has concentrated her aims and happiness

on her son and on the estates of which he is to

lt Ibidc, ppo 40"’41-
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asgsume the charge, When her son, eagerly awaited,
returns from abroad, her disappointuent is bitter,
Not only has he undergone a political conversion,
but he has no mind to follow family tradition or
the course which his mother had mapped out for hium.
Her fear prevails throughout her life as
she herself tells her maid Denner, "I have been full
of fears all my life - always seeing something or
other hanging over me that I couldn't bear to hap-
pen".1 When Jermyn threatens ilirs. Transome that if
she and Harold continue to quarrel, he will dis-
close who Harold's real father is, the author tells
us that
It was this that had always Crightened
rs, 'ransome: there was a possibility of
filerce insolence in this man who was to pass
with those nearest to her as her indebted
servant, but whose brand she secretly bore,
She was as powerlees with him as she was with
her son.
Thie woman, who loved rule, dared not
speak another word of attempted persuvasion,
PThey were both silent, taking the nearest way
into the sunshine again. There was a half-
formed wish in both their minds - even in

the wother's - that Harold Transome had
never been born, 2

1. Ibidt' De ad.
2. ibid., p. 176,
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Thies wish on her part is another punishment in the
shape of guilty conscience,

In Mrs. Transome's sufferings George HEli-
ot teaches us that no one who has einned can escape
his punishment, and living with a companion little
better than a beast, the consciousness of one's own
guilt is the worst punishment that can be experien-
ced, The Tinal punishment of this unfortunate wo-
man is her shame that her son knows his real father,
and her fear of her deprivation of the estates when
the real heireses, Hsther, appears as the legal heire
ess to Transome property.

While ire. Transome brings us her crea-
tor's message and moral teachings, Esther not only
faithfully reflects her aspirations and tendencies,
but also embodies the author's lesson of renuncia-
tion, giving up riches and the fine life of which
she has dreamed, when she is forced to choose be-
tween secular wealth or an honest, decent life with
a poor wman that she loves,

Esther shows also how a woman, when ac=-
quiring good education and consequently proving to

be an influential individual, could render ser=-
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vices to her fauily and eociety by the practice of
what she is able to contribute, In her cage, she
proves her usefulness by undertaking teaching and
helping her family instead of being a burden on
them. The conflict between her ideas and those of
her conventional society is a ;00d demonstration of
the triumph of the new ideas attached to women's
efficlency over the rigid and unpractical lawe of
society in its changing conditions,
s2ather, a daughter - or rather foster-
dauzhter - of Rufus Lyon, an Independent minister,
is a beautiful and fastidious gzirl. She has been
educated abroad in order to become a governess, and
she isg greatly fond of the refinements of life,
She thinks that
A real fine-lady doee not wear clothes

that flare in people's eyes, or use importu-

nate scents, or make a noise as she moves:

she is something refined and graceful and

charming, and never obtrusive, 1
Her sense of independence, ag a result of the edu-
cation she hae gained in France, 1is objected to by

the society in which she is placed.

She was not much liked by her father's

1. Ibid., pe. 1086,
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church and congregation, The less serious
observed that she had too many airs and
graces, and held her head much too high;

the stricter sort feared greatly that Mr.
Lyon had not been sufficiently careful in
placing his daughter among God-fearing peop-
le, and that, being led astray by the melan-
choly vanity of giving her exceptional ac-
complishments, he had sent her to & French
school, and allowed her to take situations
where she had contracted notions not only
above her own rank, but of too worldly a
kind to be safe in any rank, 1

This is, in fact, a genuine reaction of this reli-
gious circle to a woman's claim for independence.
She, herself, is aware of the claims of this world

and of the conditions of life which are hers,

Esther's own mind was not free from a
sense of irreconcilableness between the ob-
Jects of her taste and the conditions of her
lot. She knew that Dissenters were looked
down upon by those whom she regarded as the
most refined clasees; her favourite compan-
ions, both in France and at an FEnglish school
where she had been a junlor teacher, had
thought it qguite ridiculous to haye a father
who was a Dissenting preacher; and when an
ardently adairing school-fellow induced her
parents to take Esther as a governess to the
younger children, all her native tendencies
towards luxury, fastidiousneas, and scorn
of mock gentility, were strengthened by wit-
nessing the habits of a well-born and wealthy
family. Yet the poesition of servitude wae
irksome to her and she was glad at last to
live at home with her father; for though,
throughout her girlhood, she had wished to
avoid this lot, a little experience had

L. Ibid., pe 110.
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taught her to prefer its comparative inde-
pendence, But she was not contented with
her life: che seemed to herself to be supr-
rounded with ignoble, uninteresting condi-
tions, from which there was no issue; for
even 1f she had been unamiable enough to
give her father pain deliberately, it would
have been no satisfaction to her to zo to
Treby church, and visibly turn her back on
Dissent. it was not religious differences,
but social differences, that Esther was con-
cerned about, and her ambitious taste would
have been no more gratified in the society
of the Wiaces than in that of the Muscats,
The Viaces spoke imperfect English and played
whist; the liuscate spoke the same dialect
and took in the "Evangelical Hagazine", Eg-
ther liked neither of these amusemnents, She
had one of those exceptional organigations
which are quick and sensitive without being
in the least morbid; she was alive to the
finest shades of manner, to the nicest dis-
tinctions of tone and accent; she had a
little code of her own about scents and col-
ours, textures and behaviour, by which she
secretly condemned or sanctioned all things
and persons, And she was well satisfied
with herself for her fastidious taste, never
doubting that here wae the highest standard,
She waes proud that the best-born and hand-
somert girls at school had always said that
she might be taken for a born lady. Her
own pretty instep, clad in a silk stocking,
her little heel, just rising from a kid slip-
per, her irreproachable nails and delicate
wrist, were the objects of delighted con-
sciousness to her; and she felt that it
was her superiority which made her unable to
ugse withouvt disgust any but the finest cam-
bric handkerchiefs and freshest gloves, Her
money all went in the gratification of these
nice tastes, and she saved nothing from her
earnings. 1

1.

Ibid., ppc 112"'114-
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When by a curious concatenation of acci-
dents it is discovered that Esther's real father
was a certain Bycliffe, and that consequently she
herself 1s now the rizghtful owner of Transome Court,
about which there had been much previous litigation,
Harold suggests that in order to keep the eatate in
their hands, he should marry Esther, Knowing Es-
ther'e natural longing for luxury and refined so=-
ciety, her acting the fine lady and visiting fine
people, one expects that she would be happy for eve
er with this sudden prosperity to bring her yearn-
inge to reality. But here comes George Eliot's
triuvmph, Esther livee in the Court with Nrs. Tran-
some and her son for a while, and tastes the life
of luxury and refinements, But out of real per-—
sonal experience she prefers her former life with
her so-called father, and a faithful, honest and
affectionate lover to the luxuries and social life
of Transome Court. She would rather marry the
poor watchnaker Felix, and help to support her fam-
ily with her own earnings in the knowledge that her
peace of mind will compensate her for the material
gain which she forgoes, Marriage to Harold, with

his different views and outlook on life, would
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have brought only mieery.

Her imaglnary mansion had not been in-
habited Just as Transome Court was; her ima-
Zinary fortune had not been attended with cir~-
cumstances which she was unable to esweep away.
She herself, in her Utopia, had never been
what she was now - a woman whose heart was
divided and oppressed. The first spontane-
ous offering of her woman's devotion, the
first great inspiration of her life, was a
sort of vanished ecstasy which had lef't its
wounds, It seemed to her a cruel misfor-
tune of her young life that her best feeling,
her most precious dependence, had been calle
ed forth Jjust where the conditions were hard-
est, and that all the easy invitations of
circumstance were towards esomething which
that previoue consecration of her longing
had made a wmoral descent for her, It was
characteristic of her that she scarcely at
all entertained the alternative of such a
coumpromise as would have given her the lar-
ger portion of the fortune to which she had
a legal claim, and yet have satisfied her
syapathy by leaving the Transones in posses-
gion of their old home, Her domestication
with this family had brought them into the
foreground of her imagination; the gradual
wooing of Harold had acted on her with a
constant immediate influence that predomina-
ted over all indefinite prospects; and a
solitary elevation to wealth, which out of
Utopia she had no notion how she should mane-
age, looked as chill and dreary as the offer
of dignities in an unknown country. 1

Once again George Eliot shows that the natural vo-
cation for a woman, which gives perfection to her

life is home and marriage. She says:

10 M. » VDI. II, p. 2857286.



In the dark ages s8ince Adam's mar-
riage, it has been good for some men to be
alone, and for some women Aalso, But Es-
ther was not one of these women: she was
intensely of the feminine type, verging
neither towards the saint nor the angel.
Bhe was 'a fair divided excellence, whose
fulness of perfection' must be in marriage.
And like all youthful creaturee, she felt
as 1f the present conditions of choice were
final, It belonged to the freshnese of
her heart that, having had her emotions
etrongly stirred by real objects, she never
speculated on possible relations yet to
come, It seemed to her that she stood at
the first and last parting of the ways,
And, in one sense, she was under no illu-
sion, It is only in that freshness of
our lives that the choice is possible which
gives vnity to life, and makes the memory
a temple where all relics and all votive
offerings, all worship and all grateful
Joy, are an unbroken history sanctified by
one religion, 1

The effect of this marriage is shown

the reaction it created.

It was a very simple wedding; but
no wedding, even the gayest, ever ralsed
s0 much interest and debate in Treby liagna.
Even very great people, like Sir [aximus
and his faunlly went to the churech to look
at the bride, who had renounced wealth, and
chosen to be the wife of a man who sald he
would always be poor,

Some few shook their heads; could
not guite believe it; and thought there
was 'more behind'. But the majority of
honest Trebians were affected eomewhat in

1- Ihido’ Pe 286.
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the same way as happy-looking ur, Vace was,
who observed to hie wife, as they walked from
under the churchyard chestnute, "It's won-
derful how things go through you - you
don't know how I feel somehow as if I bhe-
lieved more in everything that's good”,.

Wira, Holt, that day, Bald she felt
herself to be receiving 'some reward', im-
plying that Jjustice certainly had much wore
in reserve. Little Job Tudge had an en-
tirely new euit, of which he fingercd every
separate brass butiton in a way that threat-
ened an arithmetiical maniaj; and dMra, Holt
had out her best tea-trays and put down her
carpet again, with the satiafaction of
thinking that there would no more be boys
coming in all weathers with dirty shoes. 1

In Felix Holt one can also perceive sone

of the prevailing opinions and customs among con-

ventional women and their soclety. The planned

marriage of Harold to Esther in order to keep the

estate in the Transome family has already been dis-

cussed. ¥elix Holt himself expresses his view

about women when he telle Hsther

If a woman really believes herself to
be a lower kind of being, she should place
herself in subjection: she should be ruled
by the thoughte of her father or husband.

If not, let her show her power of choosing
gomething better, Youv must know that your
father's principles are greater and worthier
than what guides your life, You have no
reason but idle fancy and selfish inclination

1.

Ibidc’ VOIQII' pp. 36?"‘358.
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for shirking his teaching and giving your
soul up to trifles. 1
Esther, desplte her sense of comparative indepen-
dence, thinks that "A woman must choose meaner
thinge, because only meaner things are offered to
her“.2 The author joins with her and says:
After all, she was a woman and could
not make her own lot..... Her lot is made
for her by the love she accepts, And Es-
ther began to think that her lot was being
made for her by the love that was surround-
ing her with the influence of a garden on
a summer morning. 3

On the other hand, Esther in her renunci-

ation reminds ues of Eppie in Silas Marner, through

the final choice that both consciously make. In
Eppie, too, we see the triumph of George Eliot's
principles.

Eppie, Silas's foster-daughter, hardly
knowe of a higher worlé than the village circle in
which she moves, Her affection for the man who
brought her up and whom she c¢alls father, is in-
deed deep and great, This quiet 0ld man with

whom she has lived =0 long and who has represented

1- Ibldo, Pe 84:
2, Ibid., Vol., II, p. 252,

Se ibid.
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to her all that is esiaplest, truecst and best in
life, has a profound influence on Eppile. This in-
fluence is nowhere more strongly shown than in the
scene where Godfrey Cass and his wife vislt Eppie
with the intention of taking her frou her hoaue,

He now wishes to recognize the daughter of the aban-
doned firet wife who had died frozen in the snow.
He drawe an attractive picture of the grand life in
his home, that Eppie may be enticed away from the
poverty of her life with Silas, His offer, how-
ever, is like a poison both to Eppie and her foster-
father, and here comes George Eliot's victory.
From the beginning she has prepared us to know what
her heroine would choose. Epple answers:
Thank you, ma'am -  thank you, 8ir,
But I can't leave my father, nor own anybody
nearer than him and I don't want to be a lady
- thank you all the saume,
(Here Eppie dropped another curtsey.)
I couldn't give up the father 1've
been used to,. 1
But Godfrey, still dissatisfied with the failure of

his first attempt, tries a more forceful approach.

1. George Eliot, Silas larner, p. 2563.
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But I've a claim on you, Eppie =

the strongest of all claims, it's my duty,

#darner, to own Eppie as my child, and pro=-

vide for her, 8he's my own child: her

mother was my wife. I've a natural claim

on her that muet stand before every other, 1
It is here that Eppie's supreme sincerity is proved.
She refuses to step out of the lowly life to which
her so-called father belongs, in order to possess
riches and dwell in grand houses, e have no re-
grets that she does 80 and this, in iteelf, proves
that the epirit of the book has prepared ue suffici-
ently for the choice, without lingeriﬂg regrets for
the luxuries and bright society she loses thereby.
We do not even think that Eppie behaved nobly; she
seens only to have acted naturally in refusing r»ich-
es: hence the triumph of George Eliot's principles.

Eppie's profound and yet natural simpli-

city saves her from the humility of surrendering to
the actual zood things of a sphere above her own,.
She has proved that her moral position is superior
to that of greater people. She has no desire even
Tfor outward appearance such as theirs. Her dress,

her style of living, the chance of having a well

furnished home, do not for a moment embarrass her

1. ;bid.’ pPe 254.
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clear wind or suggeet a shadow of shame, Why
should she feel discomposed because she has not that
polish of speech which she could only have obtained
by neglecting her actual duties? Why should she
blush to be without things which it would be wrong
for her to get¥ She is the right woman in the
right place and it would have shown folly, not in-
telligence, to feel remorseful becauvee she would not
prove the right person in another place which was
not her ovn.

However, let us leave aside these char-
acters, moulded according to their creator's aim,
and turn to their contemporary society in Turkey, to
see how women there, again represented by my grand-
mo ther, would regard their behaviour.

Seeking my grandanother's opinion of lrs.
Transome, we cshould find in it an amazing similar-
ity to Harold's own opinion of his mother, Yet
when we are reminded of the considerable time he
had spent in Turkey, we can well understand the ex-
tent to which Turkish views, customs, ways of life,
must have influenced him. Particularly his marri-
age to an Fasterner shows his implicit approval of

the status of women in that part of the world., And
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this is an indirect reflection of the male sense of
superiority to which he could not be an exception.

When he returne to Ingland, his mother
upbraids him for marrying a foreigner. He answers:
Would you have had me walt for a con=-

sumptive lackadaisical Englishwoman, who would

have hung all her relations round my neck? I

hate English wivee; they want to gzive their

opinion about everything. They interfere

with a man's life. I shall not marry again, 1
This would exactly conform to my grandmother's
views, She would eay: "Once a girl marries, she
must always remember that she is an alien to her
parents, Now she belongs to her husband and hisg
family, and wmust adapt herself to their way of life,
accepting everything with complete obedience and
without objection, as she formerly behaved towards
her own parents and brothers. She must invite her
own relatives only at the suggestion of her husband.
If she did otherwiese, it might be thought that they
were starving or in need, and she would thus put
them in a humiliating position. To assure a dig-
nified and respectable position for their daughter
in the husband'e family, the girl's family must

) George Eliot, Felix iolt, Vol., I, p. 26,
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regularly send presents in the form of the produce
of their farus and gardens to the house of their
son-in-law, This keeps the son-in-law obliged,
and contributes towards a greater consideration
and respect for his wife, doreover, if he should
think of warrying again, le will be more careful
il he knows that his wife's family could support
their daughter if ghe were to guarrel with hiwm
and leave him, Hot that any girl of decent family
should dream of quarrelling with her husband and
leaving his house. She should, on the contrary,
tolerate everything, in fact co-operate to maxiulze
her husband's happiness rather than return to her
fanily as a consequence of his second marriage”,

dy grandnother would certainly approve
of Harold's strict attitude towards his mother'e
management of their estate, riding about it continu-
ally, busying herself with accounts and acting as
the head=bailiff of the vacant faras, All these,
ghe would suggest, show the foolish and futile at-
teupte of woumen to play the rdle of a man, She
would, however, appreciate his behaviour as a duti-

ful son inaswmuch as he did not say anything to an-
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noy her, but "was only determined to let her under-
stand, as quietly as possible, that she had better
cease all interference”., loreover, she would sym-
pathise with Harold for his mother's domineering
attituda towarde him. "dYre. Transome,”" she would
say, "must remember that Harold is, after all, a
man who has travelled a lot. She must leave him
to do what he thinks best. 5he, herself, should
accept his opinion on things. Or, if she thinks
80 highly of herself and her political views, why
doeen't she influence her son in the same way as
our Keveem Sultan did with her son Sultan Ibrahim
and then with her grandson Sultan Mouhamned?" %
My grandmother would definitely think

that Harold is a dutiful son when he says:

l. Ahmed Refik, Kadinlar Saltanati (Rule of Vo=
men), Vol, 3, After the death of her son,
Sultan durad IV, in the first part of the ele-
venth century, Kevsem Sultan pushed her next
son, Sultan Ibrahim, to the throne. As she
wag well known for her great wisdom and Judg-
ment, the Saray - the Palace - acecepted
her interference in matters of government,
Later, because of Ibrahim's weak character,
endless extravagance, tyranny and feeble
mind, she, together with the Grand 3ignior
and the rest of the government, sentenced
Ibrahim to death and ovroclaimed the child
Movhaumed as a Sultan,



132

I will gratify any wish you choose

to mention, You shall have a new carriage

and pair of bays all to yourself; you shall

have the house done up in first-rate style,

and I am not thinking of marrying. But let

us understand that there shall be no further

collision between us on subjects on which I

must be master of my own actions. 1
Another touch of the influence of his stay in Tur-
key on Harold might be seen when he suggests to his
mother that in order to keep the Transome estate in
the family, he should marry the new heiress, Esther.
Although marriages of convenience were in vogue
even in England at that time, it is quite reason-
able to suspect that Harold's mind had come to ac-
cept this way of thinking as normal in view of his
long stay in Turkey.

Yet, hard as my grandmother's judgment
of iirs. Transome might be, for behaving like a man
and taking care of the estate, instead of sitting
in her house and receiving ladies of her own rank,
and passing her time as such women do, it would be
still harder on Esther iLyon, as the latter's story
is unfolded. The idea of a girl's attending a
French school would be the first shock to my grand-

mo ther. Bhe would say, "Isn't it shocking that

: George Eliot, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 56,
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this girl's father insists on making an idiot of
himself by exposing his daughter to the dangers of
education, and in a foreign country too! A girl
all alone going to a place like France! God for-
bid! The very idea overwhelms me with a sense of
shame that sends cold ripples down my spine. This
so-called edvcation in a French school succeeded in
nothing but stuffing her head with nonsense that
rendered her unfit for her feminine r6le in life.
Knowledge 1s bad for a girl. The more she knows
before marriage the less she will be able to adabt
herself to the new life she enters, If her mind
is unformed, she will naturally accept the views
and opinions of her husband, as she ought to do."
"Harold Transome is, by all standards,
a paerfect man, Yet Esther, proving the dangers of
book-learning, refuses to marry him, and prefers the
penniless Felix, a watchmaker! All these English
girls, Dorothea, Dinah, iaggie, Esther, and like her,
Eppie, are peculiar creatures, each in her own way.
I have indeed heard from my father that English-
women behave like men and make their own decisions,
but I never dreamed that they would make decisions

of such a delicate nature as choosing their hus-
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bands! Esther, whose behaviour ie rightly censor-
ed by society, is the most foolish of all! - per-
haps even more than Eppie who behaves in a similar
manner by refusing to go to her wealthy father for
the sake of some queer idea of attachment to the
old, poor wman who brought her up. Esther, like-
wise, gives up what legally belongs to her, the
Transome estate, and then takes a situation as a
teacher to support her family! Her husband Felix
should feel ashamed and degraded at the very idea
of her working!" .

"0f couree she had no mother to teach
her anything of virtue and propriety. All she
learned was from those dangerous books, No, 1'11
never in ay life approve of a girl's knowing wore
than the basic minimum which equips her to say her
prayers from the Koran."

Before ending the discussion of George
Eliot's various female characters in the light of
her moral teachings, we should note one in the
series, more prominent than the rest, who bears
perhaps the finest testimony to renunciation with
a view to a nobler purpose in life: Romola,

We can appreciate the importance of Ro=-
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mola in regard to George Eliot's teachings if we
isolate her from externals of tine and place in the
novel - Florence in the late fifteenth century
- and concentrate on the moral conceptions of her
creator which she embodies, |
Romola, in fact, reminds us of Dorothea,

Maggie, and hence of George Eliot in her combina-
tion of intellectual power, emancipation, inherent
piety and hunger for exaltation. Having been
brought up in a learned seclusion from the interests
of actual life, Romola knowe neither heart-breaking
sorrow nor overflowiny Jjoy and happiness; s8he is
completely ignorant of everything outside the books
of her father, a blind scholar, Hler noble, unsel-
fish nature is well illustrated in her conversation
with her father, she says,

.eseofather, it is a great gift of the gods

to be born with a hatred and contempt of all

injustice and meanness, Yours is a higher

lot, never to have lied and truckled, than

to have shared honours won by dishonour.

There is strength in scorn, as there waes in

the martial fury by which men became insen-~
eible to wounds, 1

Her devotlion to her father and her altru-

1, George Eliot, Romola, Veol., I, p. 86,
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istic nature are best reaslized when she says to him,

sessed will study diligently.....l will become
as learned as Cassandra Fedele: I will try
and be as useful to you as if I had been a boy,
and then perhaps some great scholar will want
to marry me, and will not mind about a dowry;
and he will like to come and live with you,
and he will be to you in place of my brother
eessend you will not be sorry that 1 was a
daughter, |

Throuzh this unselfishness, together
with the sequestered life she has led, she mistakes
Tito Melema, a young Greek, for a true scholar and
hence, as Dorothea did, she cherishes for him the
Zreat love and esteem which resulte in their marri-
age. Her immense love for Tito makes Romola, so
proud and self-controlled to everyone else, simple
and unreserved before him. Her devotion, on the
other hand, to her father and ais wishes is extreme.
Consequently her love arises for anyone who shows
respect to any of her father's feelings and wishes.
She telle Tito that her godfather Bernardo

ess.e 18 prejudiced and narrow, but yet he ie
very noble. He has often said that it is
folly in my father to want to keep his libe-
rary apart, that it may bear hie naune; yet
he would try to get my father's wish carried

out, That seems to me very great and noble
- that power of respecting a feeling which

1. Zgido' PP 81"'62|
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he does not share or understand. i
Therefore when Romola sees that

Tito had even been the means of
strengthening the hope in Bardo's mind that
he might before his death receive the longed-
for security concerning his library: that
it should not be transferred to a body of
monke, and be called by the name of & mona-
stery; but that it should remain for ever
the Bardi Library, for the use of Floren-
tines, 2

she tells Bernardo,

Tito has always known that my life

is bound vup with my father's, and he i

better to my father than I am: he delights

in wmaking him happy. 3
Moreover, she tells Tito, "You have crowned my poor
life." o But when Tito says to Romola, "You are
always right, except in thinking too well of me,"
we wish that Romola could ifumediately see the ut-
most truth of this, It ie not until their marri-
age, after a short happiness that Romola becomes

aware of the baseness in Tito's character. Her

faith and confidence in Tito is completely shaken

1. ido, De 276.
2 bid., p. 291
3, Pe 2892,

.
4. Ibi L | p. 305.
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when he touches upon the dieposal of her father's
library. The fulfilment of her father's lifelong
ambition for his library, that it should bear his
name, was a sacramnental obligation for Romola. And
now Tito's suggestion that they should leave Flo-
rence and deliver the library somewhere where it
could be preserved in a better condition comes as

a shock to Romola. She answers him,

sesesdit was a trust. He trusted me, he
trusted you, Tito. I did not expect you
to feel anything else about it -~ to feel
as I do - But I did expect you to feel
that. 1

Ve can clearly see the effect of Tito's revelation

on Romola in the following passage.

Romola was still too thoroughly
under the painful pressure of the new reve-
lation Tito was making of himself, for her
resistance to find any strong vent, As
that fluent talk fell on her eers there wae
a rising contempt within her, which only
made her more conscious of her bruised, des-
pairing love, her love for the 7Tito she had
married and believed in, Her nature, pos-
sessed with the energies of strong emotion,
recoiled from this hopelesaly shallow readi-
nees which professed to appropriate the wid-
est sympathies and had no pulee for the
nearest. 2

1' EEI' pa ’135.
2 ibid., p. 436,
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It is after this incident that continuvous disap-
pointments flow over her, Her individval and sepa-
rate life dies when her husband reveals his treach-
ery to her and surreptitiously parts her from .aer
dead father's library. But this death is only to
herself and to Tito; she rises again for humanity.

She esays,

You talk of substantial good, Tito!
Are faithfulness, and love, and sweet grate-
ful memories, no good¥ Is it no good that
we should keep our silent promises on which
others build because they believe in our
love and truth? Is it no zood that a Just
life should be Justly honoured? Or, is 1t
good that we should harden our hearts against
all the wants and hopes of those who have de-
pended on us? What good can belong to men
who have such souls? To talk cleverly, per-
haps, and find soft couches for themselves,
and live and die with their base selves as
their best companions. 1

Her joy for which she once was thirsty

has died.

She could never Jjoin hands with
2Zladness again, but only with those . whom
it was in the hard nature of gladness to
forget. Romola had lost her belief in the
happiness she had once thirsted for; it was
a hateful, smiling, soft-handed thing with
a narrow, selfish heart. 2

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid., Vol. II, p.4l,
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Even her eelf-controlled spirit leaped up in wild
rebellion against her fate. Joy was dead, Why
should she stay by its grave; she should go away;
she would hide herself; she would not remain to
have her old hopes mocked by the constant and de=
grading presence of Tito, "Her life could not be
happy any more, but it muet not, could not be ig-
noble." And she writea to him, "y love for you is
dead,” and goes out in the grey dawn to face the
world alone, But as she rests under the cyprees
tree outeide the walle of Florence, Savonarola comes
to her, speaks to her, and looke into her face with
that wondroue gaze in which "aimplé hunman fellow-
ship expreesed itself as a strongly felt bond",
She is to go back, he tells her: she is not to fly
froa her sorrow and her debt; 'The debt of a Flo-
rentine woman; the debt of a wife..ees” 1 Bmpha-
sising the bond of marriage, he says to her,
I know enougzh, my daughter; my mind

hae been g9 far illuminated concerning you,

that I know enough, You are not happy in

your married life; but I am not a confessor,

and I seek to know nothlang that should be re-

served for the seal of confession, I have

a divine warrant to stop you, which does not
depend on such knowledge, You were warned

1. Ibid., p. 102,
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by a message from heaven, delivered in my
presence = you were warned before marriage,
when you might still have lawfully chosen to
be free from the marriage-bond. But you
chose the bond; and in wilfully breaking it
- I Bpeak to you as a pagan, if the holy
mystery of matrimony is not sacred to you -
you are breaking a pledge, 0f what wrongs
will you complain, wy daughter, when you
yourself are committing one of the greatest
wrongs a woman and a citizen can be guilty
of -« withdrawing in secrecy and disguise
from a pledge which you have given in the
face of God and your fellow-men? Of what
wronge will you complain, when you yourself
are breaking the simplest law that lies at
the foundation of the trust which binds man
to man - faithfulness to the spoken word?

cevene 1

Through these words one can easily perceive the im-
portance George Fliot attached to the bond of mar-
riage in ites social and religious form, even though
love has lost its place as one of the fuﬁdamental
bases in the marriage bond. Romola, no matter how
unhappy she ie in her marriage, is to go back to
her husband only for the sake of this bond, In
fact one wonders how far this emphasising by George
Ellot of the bond of marriage was compatible with
her own conduct when she disregarded the social law
of marriage in her personal life, However, Savona-

rola's worde provide concrete evidence to show how

le Ibido’ Pe 103.
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very deeply George Eliot thought of marriage,
Savonarola, furthermore, pointing to the crucifix
which Romola's dead brother had given her, seals
his words
There, my dauvghter, 18 the image of

a Supreme Offering, made by Supreme Love, be-

cause the need of man was great..... Con-

foram your life to that image, my davghter,

make your eorrow an offering: and when the

fire of Divine charity burns within you, and

you behold the need of your fellow-wen by the

light of that flame, you will not call your

offering great. 1
Here one can see that every word which Savonarola
utters as a Christian, as a Catholic, as a priest,
expresses George Kliot's convietions. It was in
the strength of those words that Romola 1laid down
herself: she rese up and retraced her steps to
her home. "She wae going to thread 1life by a new
clue. " Both her hande, now emptied alike of jJoy
and sorrow, are ready for lifting the heavy burdens
of that vast family of brothers and sisters who
could never let her be lonely again, Wwhen we find
her two yeare later, at the time of the pestilence,

in the streets of Florence, when "there was hardly

a turn at which she was not greeted with looks of

1. Mo’ De 106.
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appeal or of friendlinese," she had ceased to
think of happiness at all; the one end of her life
seemed to her "to be the diminishing of sorrow",
The grandeur of her noble soul was not counprehended
even by Savonarola when she pleaded in vain with
him to rescue her godfatner Bernardo, Deceived at
every turn by Tito, disappointed in Savonarola and
left alone by the death of Bernardo, she enters in-
to one of those black epaces, the gloom of which is
proportionate to the depth and height of the soul
that suifers in thew,
Romola felt even the springs of her

once active pity drying up, and leaving her

to barren egoistic complaining. Had not

ghe had her sorrows too? And few had cared

for her, while she had cared for many. She

had done enough; &he had striven after the

imposeible, and was weary of this stifling

crowded life. 1
She leaves Florence, and eight days afterwarde she
stands on the shore of the Mediterranean. The
temptation to sail away on that blue sea comes over
her, 8he buys the old fisherman'e boat, and as
night comes on she drifts away into the darkness.

The cry of the little suffering child calls her
back to life. The people dead, and dying of the

1. Ibid., p. 323,
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pestilence, whom she tends and who believe that
the Madonna herself has come to thelr aid, as she
moves about with the little brown motherless baby
in her arms, are among situvations all serving to
illustrate her noble nature and huge sympathy for
the ao;row-atricken.

At the outset of the novel, one might
think thet a epirit of renunciation was revealed
in Romola's devotion to her blind father and in
her deprivation of all the more usuval joys of youth,
Renunciation, tco, would appear to be revealed in
obedience to Tite and in her oft-repeated state-
ments that she would give up anything for her hus-
band's sake, Yet, when she is disappointed in his
faithlessness to her father's memory, she decides
to run avay. Although never put into action, thise
decision reveals a hidden selflshness in seeking
her GWnahappinead and leaving the people who need
her help. It is only when the years have passed
and she has gained experience of the duties requir-
ed of her for her fellow-men that she renounces all

earthly happiness and gays,

I% was mere baseness in me to desire
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death, If everything else is doubtful, this

suffering that I can help 1s certainy if the

glory of the Cross is an illueion, the sorrow

is only the truer. While the etrength is in

wy arm I will stretch it out to the fainting;

while the light visite my syes they shall seek

the forsaken, S

It is not necessary now that any priest

should urge her to =0 back to her home, Ghe had
shaken herselfl free from all earthly support. She
no longer needa a human hand to 1ift her up or to
point to the nighest. The eternal voice had spok-
en o her own heart, she is face to face with the
Infinite. She has come "out of darkness into light,
through the shadows". Azain ehe goer back to Flo-
rence, but already "she has loat her crown" by her
escape from Florence and her husband, although their
marriage in their final days together bore nothing
more bthan t¢he Iormal bond, as Tito nimselfl was a
faithless husband, She goes back to Florence but
her husband 1s dead and Savonarola is confiessing un-
der torturse, der elevated soul bids ner stay by
him in the hour of his death.

“he climax of her renuvnciation is best

perceived when she draws Tito's children into her

Yo IBASss ‘Pe 4LE.



146

aris.

She never for a moment told herselfl

that it wae heroism or exalted charity in her

to seek these beings; she nceded something

that she was bound specially to care for;

she yearned to clasp the children and to make

them love her, This atl least would be soume

sweet result, for others &8s well ac herself,

from all her past sorrow, 1l

Thus we see that the doctrine of renun-

ciation, which has been presented again and again
in George Eliot's other novels, forans the central
theme in Rowmola. Rowmcla renounces sclfishness for
the sake of humanity. This life of devotion to hu=-
manity is, to George Ellot, the true interpretation
of the Christian doctrine of self-sacrifice. In
fact, George Eliot'se identification of the altruis~
tic impulse to live for others with the Christian
doctrine of the Crose ies nowhere ag obvious ag in
Romola. Woreover there are several examples sup-
porting her great beliefl in the importance and ir-
revocability of actions, and her emphasis on the de-
generation that followe from acts committed with
gelfish motives, Roumola painstakingly warns Lillo,

the child of Tessa and Tito, in the epilogue to

1. Ibids, p. 420,
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Romola, not to follow the footstepe of his father
when he grows up because his father took the easiest

path which led to deetruvction. She says:

There wag a man to whom I was very
near, so that I could msee a great deal of
his life, who made almost every one very
fond of him, for he was young and clever
and beavntiful, and hir manners to all were
gentle and kind. I believe when I first
knew him he neveyr thought of anything cruel
or base, But because he tried to slip away
from everything that was unpleasant, and
cared for nothing else so much as his own
safety, he came at last to commit some of
the basest deeds - such as make men in-
famous. He denied his fether and left him
to migery; he betrayed every trust that was
reposed in him, that he might keep himself
safe and get rich and prosperous, Yet ca~
lanity overtook him. 1

Perhaps deorge FEliot'e emphasis on the consecuent

disasters of acte comnitted with eselfish wotives

eescs.aceounts for the weighty sense of zloom
and depression that msrke the greater part of
her work, a depression arising from a portray-
al of the disastrous effects that overtake a
wrongdeing which frequently has ite inception
in some seemingly harmless although selfish
trait. 2

However, once more we are witnsee of George Eliot's

elevated moral teachings carried out through her

1. ;bid—t’ e 445,
e Anglia, Vol, 54, 1930, "The Purpose in George
Eliot's Art,”
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mouvthpieces,

Ve have studied Gesorge Eliot's zallery
of various female characters, and heard my grand-
mother's verdict on them, A8 we have gseen ahove,
her attitude, that of an elderly womesn whose life
had been contentedly spent largely within the con-
fines of the home, and whoee range of knowledge and
eduvcation were limited to what she had inherited
froﬁ a centuries-old Turkish culture, was revealed
in characteristic outbursts of indignation at the
behaviour of some of the feminine characters and in
a frank and wholehearted acceptance of her own posi-
tion in Turkish society. It may now be wondered
whether the views my grandmother expresses are genu-
inely representative of the views of Turkish women
of her time, To this end an appraisal of the pro-
gressive and unconventional contemporary Turkish
woman's views as represented in the novels of
Huseyin Rahml would greatly help to complete the
picture which has thus far been painted with ortho-

dox colours and traditional brushes,
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CHAPTER VI,

HUSEYIN RAHMI IN HIS PERIOD.

However interesting we may find the age
in which Ceorge Eliot wrote, we cannot but find
yet further interest in the age of Huseyin Rahmi;
for, while both writers throw light on the process
of the emancipation of women in their respective
countries, in Turkey, through Byzantine influence,
women were traditionally considered to be inferior
to men.

The various history and travel books of

1 reveal a very full piec-

the nineteenth century
ture of their conditions of life at that time.

But as their position, prior to their emancipation
when the Republic was declared in 19223, will be con-
sidered frou various standpoints in the following
chapters, we may lecave this matter on one side for

the present. Yet we muat not disregard the fact

1, For example, Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanli Tarihi:
* History of the Ottomans, Vol, VI: Yusuf Hik-
met Bayur, Turk Inkilép Tarihi: History of the

Turkish Revolu*iog, Vol. iI, part IV, pp. 441-2,
448~4b2 C. White, Three Yaars in Constanti-

nople.
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that towards the end of the nineteenth c ntury, ow=
ing to the pgenetration of liestern ideas into Otto-
man socliety the status of women began in some wmeas-
ure to 1mprove.1 It became fashionable to allow
thea a certain amount of education, and a number of
cultured women of letters appeared, In 1908 with
the Second Conetitution - Ikinci legrutiyet -

their education was considered "necessary", and a
group of women tried to enter the Parliaasent build-
ing as obaervera.9 The reaction to this venture

was reported in the foreign preaa.5 Although the
initial step towards recognition of their status

was in 1916, when their position with reczard to
marriage, polygamy and divorce was seriously discuss-
ed in the Pnrliament,4 no vital remedy wae pro-
duced to save them from thelr inferior status,.

Their problem, however, wae discussed, among other

1. See Ziyaeddin Fahri FindikoZlu, 1
Alle ve Kadln Telakikisinde 7eb d ~he
gnggggfgn the Concept of '‘omen and Fanllx in
the Refomaation, p. 048,

2 See Tup » Januvary 1808 edition.

Se See Ahmed lhean, Matbuat Hatirasi: idemorics

of ghe Pregs, p. <7.
4y H, 4lya Ulgen, £1 a Gokalp ve Yazilarij Ziya
Gokalp and his T ritinge, p. 129.
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social probleus, in soune periodicals of the time 1

and thelir poslition wae coumparcd dlsadvantageously
with that of women in Luropean society.

However, in the firet Vorld Var, disre-
garding every artificial social law set around them
from the ancient past, Turkish wouen played their
part, and in Turkey's \ar of Independence (1l919-23)
they founded their own units and even took part in
the Cighting,

From the earliest days of the Republic
the rights of women were established ae part of the
social revolution. But the change could not, of
course, be immediate and the constitution which was
adopted in 1924 did not give women the right to
vote, In 1926, however, the Holy Law was replaced
by the Civil Code which prohibited polyzamy, made
divorce a matter for the law courte, and gave women
the right to demand divorce equally with men, Hapr-
riage became a civil cercmony, women were allowed

t0 become legal guardiane and were given egual

1. For example, Terraki iecmuasi, 1869, Nos., b,
13: Henimlarag :ahsys Gazele, "Kadin Terbiyesi”
"Eduecation of "amen y 1899 . Namik Kemal,
"5_ Makalegé "An Article on Family”, Ibret

Gazetesl, 1077, Ho., 56,
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righte of property tenure and independence of in-
heritance, as well as equal pny for egual work.
Their political richts caue before long in a pro=-
gramne of reforn which allowed women themselves and
public opinion in general to become adjusted to the
lumense changee it involved, In 1930 women secured
the rizht to vote and to be candidates in municipal
elections, In 1938 they secured Tull political
rizhte in national elections,

in view of the apparent suddenness with
vhich they ultinately received full emancipation
and recognition of thelr status, it wuet be noted
that the seeds of this tremendous change had been
sown almost a century earlier with the "Tanzimat”
- Reformation - of 1838, of which the alm wae
to make vital and essential reforme in the whole
country, taking the ‘est as a model.

The "Reforaation”, or Vesternization move-
ment in Turkey, was in fact initiated by Selim III
(1789~1808) and fostered by Mahuud II (1808-1839)
and his son, Abdulmecit (18359-1861)., In the bezgin-
ning the movement affected external matters only,
modifying the machinery of the administration and

revolutionizin: titlee and costumes, as a result of
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political and commercial relations and greater fa-

cilities of comnunication with Vestern states.l

Gradually its influence penetrated the thick walls
of the Sultans' palaces, the konaks and yalis of all
classes, The change in household objects and fur-
niture in accordance with furopean styles was per-

ceived and recorded by C.vhite,

In proportion as intercourse with
FEvropeans extends, fashions and customs vary,
80 that an important change ie rapidly taking
place in the furniture of houses, Thus, in
those of wealthy persons, chairs, sofas, tables,
consoles, mirrore, wardrobes, chandeliers and
a variety of weatern essentials may be seen.
Indeed, the Sultan's private day-apartments, at
Tcherghan and Beshiktash, are furnished more
in the European than Oriental style, Fire-
places or stoves alone are wanting to give
them the appearance of the most commodious
French or German saloons, The midﬁling class=-
€8s are also making some pProgresSSe.ss.

European fashions of dressing, manners
and customs, received warm welcome, from Turkish

women eapecially, who for centuries had lived modest-

ly between the four walls of their houses, They

) Enver Ziya Karal, op., e¢it., Vol., VI, pp. 214,
279,

e Ce White, Op. cit. Vol, III Pe 174D,
Be Lnver Ei;’a_ﬁal‘a ? 32! ci Et’ 60%0 VI' De 279
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began to imitate the European woumen in thelr out-
look and ways. This imitation had first started
among men and only later affected the world of

women in harems.
However, the Tanzimat leaders, Ziya GOkalp

says,

sssesrecognized that to save the Empire from
its external foee, reforms had to be intro-
duced in the military organization, judicial
system, economic structure and methods of edu-
cation. But they never tried to make clear
to themselves what should be taken from the
national tradition. One of the most serious
deficiencies was that they did not fully under-
stand Vestern civilization. Most of them
derived their knowledge of it from their inter-
course with the Levantine population of the
Beyoglu (Pera) quarter of Constantinople.

They therefore imitated mainly the external,
and often inferior aspects of European civi-
lization, without penetrating to its philo-
sophical and scientific foundations. In the
economic field they introduced a number of
new fashions in dress, food, building, fur-
nishings and other articles of consumption,
but did not adopt liestern methods of produc-
tion. The result was that the traditional
crafte decayed without even the nucleus of

a modern industry being formed. 1

Such an intercourse, too, naturally gave

rise amongst intelligent Turks to a desire to form

1. U. Heyd, The Foundations of Turkish National-
ism, p. 7H. :
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pome acqualntance with a civilization which enabled
its possescors to achieve such brilliant success in
80 many different directions, This desire in 1te
turn led the Turkish educated class to undertake
the study of the French language as the key to the
new treasure house of kncwledge.l In the same way
as the wrliters of thelr periods in Rurope, they made
use of the newly acqguired frecdom of thought and ex-
preseion in order to try out the rational approach
to every subject, Being teachers of the masses,
this modern intelligentsia undertook to deal with a
great number of different aubjecta, translating and
popularizing the ideas of the uest.z At the same
time, they took care to expose the ridiéuloua con=-
temporary aping of the YWest, which showed iteelf
mainly in the social field.

To this class belonge Huseyin Rahami, fight-
ing with his pen for the fundamental social reform
which his ever observant eyes saw t0 be the necess-

ary cure for the disease destroying the life of the

lo Ee d. ¥, Gibb’ A H;Btg';m of 0§§0{ﬂan Poetr‘x,
v°1. V, pp. 4-5-

S Ue Heyd' ODs g;g., Pe 75
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nation.l He saw that the vltimate roots of this
disease lay in the position of women, with all the
personal limltations and restrictions with which
they were hedged about, and which deprived them of
the fundamental spirituval freedom already enjoyed
by Vestern wowmen,

One perceives that, at the time when
Huseyin Rahmi wrote his first novel in 1886, the
emancipation of women was something thought of only
by a few intellectuals such as Namik Kemal, Ahmed
Mithat anc their kind,. The special characteristic
of his novels is, therefore, his consideration and
advocacy of the social, economic, and educational
emancipation of women, long before this was achieved,

Perhaps what Theodor Menzel wrote about
him in 1927 will bring a fuller picture of the poei-
tion he holds in Turkish literature. Theodor
idenzel saye that Huseyin Rahmi is

«ssss@ Notable representative of the modern

school of Turkish Literature, one of the
moet widely read 1f not the most popular

1. N, Berkes, Huseyin Rahuinin Sosyal Gorusleri’,
"The Social Views of Hueeyin Rahmi”.  Journa

of Dil ve Tarih-Cografys Fakultesi, (1045),
Vol. IT1, p. 1.
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Turkish writer of the present day. He owves
his eminence to his remarkable sketches of
the life of the populace which he reproduces
in masterly fashion, in vivid colours, in
lifelike snapshote which reflect the whole
freshness and artlessness of the surround-
ings, In his work there is a certain con-
nection with the popular art of the story-
tellers (med ), and their masterly skill
in imitating the real, rough everyday life
of the people, which Rahmi waes the firset to
introduce into Turkish literature, His
scenes from everyday life reproduce the ver-—
nacular and form a regular mine for linguis-
tic and ethnographic research with their
idiosnis, the exact wording and meaning of
which seeus sometimes even to escape the av-
thor himself and which will be sought in
vain anywhere else, In striking contracst
with this natural, realistic style, which
assures Rahmi an abiding importance, is his
other style, pupposed to be distinguished
and profeesing to be cultured, which is a
hybrid of the language of Journalisa and

the intolerably involved Turkish officlal
language, the notorious bab-i-ali uslubu,
and lowers him to the most ordinary medioc-
rity. In his novels one cannot help re-
ceiving the iapression of seeing before
one's eyes a collection of splendid pic~
tures with a very poor explanatory text,.

In spite of his polemical theorizing
of recent years, Rahuil does not take his
work as an auvthor very seriously, His easi-
ly won reputation prevented a strenuous, pro-
fitable developunent of his talent and a tho-
rough and artistic working up of his usually
licentious themes. The construction of the
plot almost always leaves everything to be
deeired, The plots are too obvious and
awkwardly developed, The endeavour to be
didactic in the secondary episodes not in-
frequently destroys the artistic eflfect of
the scenes borrowed from the life of the
people.
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Rahmi, who had studied French models,
professes to be a realist, although he con-
demns Zola as too extreme, His humour, his
choice of subject and his method have earned
him the not inappropriate name of "the Turk—
ish Paul de Kock". 1

If we consider the introduction to his

work Son Arzu - The Final %ish - in the light of

these remarks, a clearer perception of his concept
of the word "art" begins to emerge. Like George
Eliot, he believes that art should strive as nearly
as possible to represent the truth. Yet while he
tries to draw examples from life which are in per-
fect accord and "true to Nature”, he departs from
his conception of "art" whenever the desire arises
to be didactic through the actions, feelings or
spiritual struggles of his characters. This goes
some way towards explaining the exaggeration of
many of the characters in his novels, and the ten-
dency to conceal their defecta.2
Having recognized this, we are now in a

position to examine these characters. The immense

bulk of his work, consisting of over seventy novels,

5 Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol, II, E-K, p. 376.

2. See The Journal of Dil ve Tarih-Cofrafya
Fakultesi, 1945, Vol.ill ,Huseyin Rahminin
Romanciligi", "Huseyin Rahni as a Novelist",
Pertev N. Bortav,
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precludes our studying each novel separately as we
did in the case of George *liot. Yie shall, there-
fore, confine ourselves to & atudy of those female
characters, together with a few men, who are most
suitable for our purpose, and most in accord with
the recurrent themes of all his work; the educa-
tional, economic and social emancipation of women,
What we must emphasize is that, although the pro-
blems which he treated were similar to those dealt
with by George Eliot, they differed greatly in de~
tail from those expressed in her novels, This
difference naturally stems from the contrasting tra-
ditions, customs, social concepts, and above all,
religions of the two countries. For the same rea-
son, in addition to the topice common to both wri-
ters, Huseyin Rahmi deals with two other fundsmental
problems which have no parallels in the society of
which George Eliot wrote., They are those of Biiyd *
and Blind Westernization,

“e shall in this way become acguaintecd
with his masterly sketches of various types of char-

acters who yet stand out as individuals, and with

1, This word has no equivalent in “nglish. It in-
cludes the practice of sorcery, black magic
end faith healing, and the use of charms.
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his views on the contemporary status of women.

One must not be surprised to find in his novels

some educated, unconventional and progressively-
minded wonen, used as foils to the wmore conservative,
of whom my grandnother may be considered a fairly
typical example. Through such contrast he could
emphasize his point and reveal more clearly the ad-
vantageous and disadvantageous qualities of the two
types. 1t must, further, be borne in mind that
such progressive women forumed only a small fraction
of the contemporary female population. WWhen they
appear, therefore, they do so for a purpose of thelr
author's, and should not be considered as represen—
tative of Turkish womanhood of that time. Another
point to be remembered is that while Huseyin Rahmi
successfully diagnoses the causes of the inferior
position of women, the remedy he suggeste is not

80 clear-~cut and specific, This is particularly
noticeable when he deals with the subject of 'blind

Westernization',
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CHAPTER _VII.

INFERIOR POSITION OF WONEN,

With his keen eyes, Huseyin Rahni distin-
guished the fundamental causes of the inferior poai-'
tion of women out of his own experience, by visit-
ing all kinde of Turkish families in different quar-

ters and placea.l

The evil consequences of their
reatricted lives were not, however, limited to

women but touched the whole life of the nation,
since women as the mothers of families held respon-
sibilities in the education of citizens, He there-
fore attacked this lmportant subject in no uncertain
way by an outright appraisal of the multifarious
waye in which women were maltreated, Perhaps it
will not be out of place if a few representative
extracts from Rahmi's novels are quoted here for
clarity of exposition and better perception of the
general status of womnen, We may then exsmine sepa-
rately the themee already mentioned, by means of

which he portrayed and analysed the implications of

the prevalent practices, and through which his

1. Refik Ahued Sevengil, liseyin Rahmi GUrpinar.
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teachinges emerge.

Huseyin Rahmi creates educated and en-
lightened female characters, aware of their inferior
position to men, and of their inequality. The edu-
cated girl, Feriha, complaining in her letter to
Irfan Bey of the status of women, says:

seseedn Oour country whenever a woman tries %o
be liberal in her behaviour, all eyes turn to
her censoriously and suspiciously..... This

is because women are considered to be created
merely to please men! 1

Then, later, she says:

esse.0ur customs deprive us of many things,
but Nature does not, It bestows on us active
minds, nerves and muscles . . . these we nmust
use, 2
One can find an open, clear cry for equality between
men and women and a recognition of women's individu-
ality in The Pursuit of Desire. ©Seza, again an

educated woman, fully aware of the disadvantageous

and unfavourable position of women, says to her hue-
band concerning the accuesation of disloyalty which
he makes against her best friend, Ayn-i-liur:

b Huseyin Rahmi, Kuyruklu Yildig Altinda Bir
izdivac: Harriage under the deteon, p. 176.

2 ibid., pe 179,
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In our country men have a great wmany
privileges as far as this (matter of marriage)
is concerned. Firet, a man is allowed to
marry as many women as he likes, Secondly,
whenever he is tired of hies wife he pays her
dowry and divorces her by saying, 'Let your
will be in your hand'..... If he finde any
drawbacke in divorcing her, he leaves her
bound to him and, himselfl, marries several
others, Fourthly, he gets as many odalisques,
mistresses and 80 ON.....under various names
a8 his wealth allows himeee.. Sixthly,
there ie no limit to the privileges men have
over women, If it iz the woman who forms
an illegal relationship of the heart, then
see the catastrophe! (that a disaster! It
thie unlucky woman can not keep her crime as
a secret, she has no longer anywhere to turn
in this life..sss She must die..ss. She
must be killed..... This black stain must
be covered with sand..... Do you understand
now, Sir?% 1

Then she says:

The conditions are changing every day
e e ess the conteaporary free thoughts, the out-
come of civilization, are growing and lacreas—
ing in strength and penetrating into the old
rotten minde and turning them upside down
Just like strong storms affecting old towns
sssee This cause of equality and indepen-
dence will take even more terrific shape
among our small daughtere when they grow up

LB N 2

Later, Seza asks her husband,

1. Hiuseyin Rahmi, Sevda Peginde: The Pursuit of
Desire, p. 99,

2 1bid., pp. 99=40,
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If a man commits the same crime as a
woman, what will his punishment he?% No=
thinge cooe Because a man can stop all gop-
sip by marrying whomsoever he lovee as his
second or third wifes....

whereas

esessWomen in such casee nmust die,.... Even
the laws perait husbande to kill their wives
if they are found in illegal relationehip
with men..... 1

Inequality in the exarcise of tnls right is also
adnitted by a man iike Sermet Bey. He says:

Deapite my extreme love for uny wife,
I have deceived her several times esince our
marriage. Perhape she herself has guessed
several ol these disloyaltieB.....s But I
am fully convinced that she has never thought
of such a wild and crazy action of revenge
ag to kill me, I was sure, but then I had
to encourage myeelf and remember that after
all she is a woman and I am a man. For such
a common crime she can never kill me, bhut I
should have to kill her, Our forebears have
made BuUcCh 8 1aW.sess To act against it is
lowness, crime, 2

Vie hear him saying, "eees.in regard to cases of
crime between husband and wife, the husband's hon-
our requires the death of the wife, her lover and

then the husband himeelf." °

1. I des Pe 4l.
2. 'do] Pa 85:

5. Mo' Pe ar.
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This statement reminde one of Lady dary Montagu's
letter, written about a century before Huseyin Rahmi
started to write, in which she mentions the same
solution to a wife's dialoyalty.l Sermet Bey,
argulng with his wife Ceza about the great shame
and dishonour that women bring on their husbands by
being disloyal to them and deceiving them in such a
mean way as did Ayn-i-Hur, says, ".....whereas men
would never go so far in similar eitvations”, To
this Seza answers:
Yes, it is true. Because women and

men do not hold the same social righte. i 2

any such disloyalty 1is brought against a man,

no action need be taken against him, But,

is it the ssme with women? If anything like

this is heard about a woman, the world turns

upside AOWNesoee 2
debahat, in ihen Vomen are as ien, states another
argument for equality with men. In outlook, an
educated, modern womaen, she believes that when women
begin to earn their living they can contribute %o
the fauily budget, Thue men will no longer have

grounds for their superiority, their doaminance in

g 8% Lady sary Vortley iontagu, iorks,
Her letter to the Countess 0 Bristo . ol, 1I,
Pe 48,

2, Huseyin Rahmi, op, eit., p. 174,
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exercising complete control of the family finance,
Therefore there must be full equality.l
Huseyin Rahmi, through hie wmouthplece in
The Pained Smile, describes the great struggle for
the emancipation of women in the Vestern world, and
shows the complete contrast in the attitude of Turk-
ish women.g Thus he stimulates these women to awa-
ken and claim their righte as individuales. Row
and then he puts forward a few statements and ques-
tions to show the drawbacke in the attitudes adopt-
ed by certain people on the important guestion of
the liberation of women, Kenan Bey, theoretically
a champion of women and their cause, is an idealis=-
tic young man who wants to see men and women Wwork-
ing hand in hand snd co-operating for the welfare
of the country. But when the time comes to materi-
alize his ideal, his actions directly contradict

3

his imaginations. Here Huseyin Rahmi stops and

reflects:

How could the Turks progress if every=-
one was like Kenan, who seces progress and ad-

1., luseyin Rahui, Kadin Erkek nge: iihen iomen
2. Ibid., Tebessum-i~Elem: The Pained Smile,

3. fﬁif e B8O,
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vancement in theory only, without any serious
attempt or great exertion to put those theories
into practicet iis entire concentration is

on his own pleasure and interest, 1

Then we hear a counplaint about the pre-

vailing inequality in Turkish society. Faika says,

"In this country men are forgiven for their rakish-

ness but women never are; and woreover, their in-

fidelity and extravagance are regarded as a black

stain which can only be cleaned by divorce,” o

Then Vaeslat talks of the unlialted privileges that

men enjoy in Turkey but which women never do,

In this country, a man c¢an marry as
many as he likes besides his first wife, He
may have odalisqQues and unistresseB,.... There
is no 1limit to this. No one interferes in his
pleasure, Why then should your wife, Ragiba
Hanim, be annoyed if you do what is commonly
done by your countryuen - what has been ac-
cepted by the wives of all these wmen¥ S

In The Final liigh, Huseyin Rahmi sete

forth these questions,

It is all very well that women must
behave themselves: but why mustn't men do
the same¥ Are the dieasters, which face
human beings because of the dishonesty of

Ibid.’ pn 2320
Ibig-o. po 502.

ibid., p. 511,
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men, lese iaportant than those caused by
womeny If a man does not obey a certain
rule, by what authority does he ask a woman
to obey that rule%
W1ll there ever be happiness in a
marriage not based on equality? 1
An interesting conversation in The titch,
between Hagsit Efendi and his wife $ukriye Hanim,
throws a clearer light on this "inequality"” of the
two sexes, besides showing the extent to which men
indulged themselves, in their euperiority over
women,

Nagit Bey: Firetly you are a woman and I am a
MBNessss Secondly, you are a wife
and I am a husband.

gukriye Hanim: Yes. Thirdly¥

Naglt Bey: I am the ruler and you are the ruled,

jukriye Hanim: How funny!

Nagit Bey: Don't fret. This is what our law
saye.

SUkriye Hanim: Doesn't the present law give any-
thing to woaen?

Nagit Dey: Yes; only a few superficial things,
if I wmay say so, But the founda-
tion of a family ie in the hands of
men,

Sukriye Hanim: Can I not get rid of you, if I want
that? :

1. ibid., Son Arzu: The Final uish, p. 77.
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Nagit Bey: Yes, but if I leave you, you will

be under your father's juriediction.
.If you have no father, then you are
subject to your brother. Or, you
will even be subject to your son,
whom you yourself have brought up.

SUkriye Hanim: But I hear that we have many reli-

gious rights!

Nagit Bey: Let people 88y 80csess Lieten, let

me name one of the rights that men
enjoy above those of your sex, and
then compare the rest.

gukriye Henim: Well, what is it%

Nagit Bey: After you had married me, could you

marry another man at the same timeY
As for me = yes, I am allowed to
marry as many as I want.

§ukriye Hanim: All right, all right, I am convin-

ced that we are subject to mens...1l

The assumption that men are at perfect

liberty to marry as often as they wish was derived,

mistakenly, from a statement in the Koran that a

man may marry up to four women on condition that he

treate them Justly and equally.2 Many men ignored

these significant words "Jjustly and equally" as it

1.
2.

Ibid., Cadi: The Witch, pp. 181-2.

The Koran, chapter of "The VWomen". "If ye
fear that ye may not act with equity in re-
gard to the orphans, marry such of the women
as seem good to you, double or treble or four-
fold - but if ye fear that ye may not be
fair, then one (only)...,." The Qur'an, Vol.
I, p. 69, tr. Richard Bell.



170

suited their purposes,

Society forgives a man who has an equal

share or responsibility in a crime committed by a

wWoaan,

Lamia 1s strictly punished by her society,

whieh considers her an outecast and refuses to ac-

cept her because of her relationship with Behcet

Bey, who is forgiven on the ground that he is a

R |
man.

Even her parents reject her firmly.

An interesting conversation regarding

drinks and the privilege men hold over women in

their use, is presented in How my Mother-in-Law
'e fgnt afiggo

I drink, but my mother with her old age
muet not drink, ;

Funnyeeese If drinking is bad, why should
there be this distinction according to whe-
ther 1t is men who drink or womenY After
all, this distinction makes it nei ther better
nor woree,

Yes, yes; but we must remember that if women
are seen drinking, the shane and the sacri-
lege are increased,

Nonsense. Although you are younger than I
am, your mind has the old, rotten conceptions.
Up to now, we have been used to consider women
as inferior creatures to ourselves, and to

1.

Huseyin Rahai, Tutugmug Gontller: The Burning
Hearts, pp. 270, 470.
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assume that whatever was forbldden for them

was allowed to us by God's decree, But nev-

er NOWeasso 1

All these extracts indicate the unfavour-

able and riglid conditions which broadened the gulf
between men and women, putting women in such an in-
ferior position, and thege came into existence only
after the capture of Constantinople,through the

£ Huseyin Rahmi,

adoption of the Byzantine customs.
by reflecting them through true and sincere pictures
to hie contemporary society, strongly opposed them

in order to secure for women a position suitable to
their nature and duty, and to restore them the free-
dom and emancipation they had enjoyed centuries be-~
fora.3

Accordingly we intend to study this

"Inequality” in the various aspects which Hiseyin
Rahmi examined and exposed, and a few of the as-

pects of "blind VWeesternization” which affected the

world of women, The latter, however, together

L. Ibid,, Kaynanam Hagil Kudurdu? How my iMother-
in-Law .ent E&Qg’ Pe B0,

2. Ercunent Ekrem, Memories of Yesterday, '"The
Bathe of vomen’ (Kadinlar Hamami).

Se Ziya Gokalp, Turkculugun Egaslari: The Foun-
dations of Turkig@. De B
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with the problea of Buyu will be treated in ap-
pendices as they have no counterparts in the soci-

ety of George Eliot's time,

-o-o-
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CHAPTER VIII,

EDUCATION AND ILLITERACY,

Huseyin Rahai, like the social reformers,
conaidered that at the foundation of progress in
the nation's life, as the corner stone of the build-
ing, women needed their share in education that
they might render good and useful service to their
country, a service which couvld be obtained only
when womnen understood their own potentialities and
their duty towarde society and their country, and,
not least, to their families,

The first school for girles was opened in
18566 in Istanbul and was called "Kiz Rugtiyesi" -

"Girls' School". The aim of thie new venture was
published in the contemporary government papers as

follows:

Women should be educated in the same
way as men with a view to enabling them to
help and comfort their husbands on whose
shouldere rests the responsibility of earn-
ing the femily's living, loreover, educa-
tion will greatly help women towards a bet-
ter understanding of religious and secular
considerations, and encourage them to obey
their husbands, to refrain from going againsat
their wiehes and, above all, will protect
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thelr honour. 1

As it is spparent from this official
statement, which regards the aim of women's educa-
tion solely as a further contribution %0 male wele
fare, the scope of female education was extremely
narrow, It was commonly and by custom considered
improper and 'infra dig.' for well-bred girls to
attend these schools, Therefore the number of
their pupile wae very small 1ndeed.2 The moneyed
classes, to endow their daughters with a little
reading and writing for religious purposee, and to
facilitate thelr marriages to equally wealthy men,
provided private tutore for these purposes, The
overwhelming majority of women were illiterate.

Huseyin Rahmi had thoroughly studied their
situation and knew the contribution which educated
women aight make towards the solution of the many
social probleme which characterized the nation's
life. In his works, he contrasts two points of
view = that of the young generation of wouen,

curious and eager for learning, and that of the o0ld,

1, Enver Ziya Karal, History of the Ottomans,
Vol, VI, Pe 172,

2¢  1bid..
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with its traditionalist beliefs, strongly disapprove
ing, and prepared to stand out againet all change.
He presents the case for both sldes, and atates the
probable results if the views of either side were
carried to their logical conclusions, giving his
vote for such education for women as will save them
fron the unfortunate, sometimes sad and unhappy,
situvations into which they and their fanilies migzght
fall.

The mother-in-law in The Divorced assumee
that education turns women into unbearable crea-
tures ag well as into "infectious worms", so ulti-
mately and inevitably she brings about misunder-

1

standinges and causes troubles, She shouts at

her daughter~in-law scornfully on seeling her read-

ing.

What! At it againt? Are you rcad-
ing a book¥% Before doing this, you should
see the deplorable mess your room is inl
No one would believe that that room belongs
to a woman! They would take it for a read-
ing-room! One finds all the books and
papers which are published in Istanbul here.
In ovr solden timee young women used %o have
their looms; nowadaye they have their 1lib-
rary, ink end pen! Ve used to weave clothes,

1. Huseyin Rahmi, lutallaka: The Divorced,
Phe 12-13.
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you read novels. Only the other day you
were arguing with your husband abcout the
spelling of a certain word. He insisted
that it was wrong, In the end you had a
bet of a gift of two liras' worth. Then
you looked in a book, I don't remember what
it is called, perhaps a dictionary or I don't
know what. You were the winner, It was
Just then that I got frishtened of your
mischief, If you were =0 clever, why did
you ever get married? You ghould have
taken a job., (1) Ah! Now I know why my
friends and acquaintances warned me not to
choose an educated woman to marry my son.

They were risht to tell me that such girla

Xﬁltgg;e Paroors fm:a;gogg a ]izl-ugf b Y

for word , + . 2

Listening to this attack on women who

are fond of reading, one cannot but recall Mr, Tul-
liver's attitude towards the desire for learning
of women in general and Maggie in particular.3 In
solving these tense troublés between Akile and u4ail,
Huseyin Rahmi shows how useful it is at least to
be able to do a little reading and writing. Akile.
through her letters, could clearly and effectively
convey her thoughts, express her feelings about the

whole cause of misunderstanding between herself and

the wmother-in-law, and so ask for reconciliation

s For women to take work was regarded as an in-
sult to the older generation.

2 Huseyin Rahmi, The Divorced, pp. 12-13.

e George Eliot, The #ill on the Floss, Vol. I,
p. 20,
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with her husband after suggesting a svcecessful way

1 1s Axile

of bringing her wmother-in~law round.
had been unable to write or read, she might have
persuaded her husband to be reconciled with her,
but she definitely couvld not have expresesed herselfl
in such an excellently influential way! Her rea-
sones and judgments are all those of a very well-
grounded young woman, Here, HUseyin Rahai also
provee that women are not the "mentally deficient"
ecreatures they were commonly thouzht to be.B This
family might have been ruined if Akile had not 1it
upon the aolution of finding a husband for her
mother-in-law, so that she, herself, returning to
her own husband and child could lead a happy and
contented life,

In Iffet, Huseyin Rahmi touchee on one
of the vital problemes of his time: the problem of
an ¢ducated young wounan in an environment which has
no value of any kind for women as individuals or
for their education, Thie problen bears a resem-

blance to that of lMaggie Tulliver. Iffet; an eXe

1. Hﬁaeyln Rahmi, O ci Eo’ Ps 44,
2e Necmettin Sadik, Hayat: Life, Vol, 1, .No. 10,
De 184,
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tremely beautiful young woman of twenty, has been
left to take ecare of her sick mother and young
brother of eleven, after the death of their father

1 The good educa-

and the burning of their house.
tion she has received in a French school makes this
1ntelligent,2 curious-minded girl susceptible to
every ltem of knowledge, This true, scientific
attitude towards knowledge helps her in understand-
ing her unother's illness and so in co-operating
with the phyeicisn to support and cure her spiritu-
ally as well aa‘phyaically.a Her knowledge of
French, Arablic, Persilan, geography and mathematica4
renders her perfectly fitted to teach these to her
younger brothar.5 Her analytic and scientific
mind 6 encourages her to write a more suitable
book for the purpose of teeching him.7 All thcse
accomplishments are good insofar as they enable
Iffet to be useful, to share her wide knowledge and
to bring peace and consolation to her unfortuvnate

mother, pacifying her understandingly and gently.

1. [lHueeyin Rahmi, Iffet (i.e. purity), p. 85.
S DRI 80y

Se de ¢ Pe 49,

Se v3 Do 48'

5. Ibi ; ' ] pp. 86"870
60 1 .y po 170l

e ibid., p. 87,
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On the other hand, Huseyin Rahmi contemplates the
use of such an education in an environament which
has no appreciastion or value for such girls, This
education, instead of being a source of welfare and
a means of earning a living, as it was, for example,
with Esther Lyon in Felix Holt, turns back on Iffet
when she finds herself among tough, harsh and pro-
gaic realities that bind women hand and foot with
their rizid, inelastic social codes and valuee,
Iffet cannot find work while such laws are hung
round the neckse of women. she, as a young zirl,
rightly thought, "1 wonder whom my father thought
of wmarrying me to, when he was so particular about
my educationi®” 1 Perhaps she might better have
thought, "I wonder if my father knew of all the
disadvantages such meticulous care might bring me,
through our unfavourable and rigid social values
for women¥ + « " ‘

Huseyin Rahmi himself says:

The parents are responsible for the

disasters that befall their children! Bew-

cause they are unable to choose for their
children a sultable education which will

1, Ih;d.' De 176,
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be useful in the kind of life they will
lead . . » 1

Thie clearly illustrates lHuseyin Rahmi's
belief that education was not merely a matter of
reading and writing, language and science, A
child's education could only be decided on in re-
lation to the probable nature of the life awaiting
her, and her own capabilities and endowaments.
Otherwise, the results would be aes tragic as in the
case of Iffet, who found her exceptional education,
owing to the existing circumstances, useless to her.

%“hen reading yohret's story in Coineidence,
one is reminded of Hetty Sorrel in Adam Bede. A
rich, aristocratic wman, with the false hope of mar-
rying $ohret, seduces her, then leaves her alone
with her guilt, which could never be forgiven by a
society so extreancly conservative, especially in
matters regarding the purity, chastity and innocence
of a girl, Not sufficiently well educated to be-
come a governess or to take any other work on the
sane level which soclety would approve, ghe had no

alternative but the usual fate of fallen women.2

1. mg-. Pe l?gc
2, 1bid., Tesaduf: Coincidence, p. 125.
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If she had had any education, Huseyin Rahui pre-
suues, §ohret might have been a useful member of
society instesd of ruining happily married families,
and creating constant conflicte and misunderstand-
ings between husbands and wives, mothers and fath-
ers, and friends,

In Marriage under the Meteor, we are
shown the necesgity of education for women in order
to found a euccessfully happy family which may form
an important unit in the structure of esociety.

When Irfan Bey reflects that his elder brother's
marriage is unsuccessful because, amongz other rea-
sons, of the lack of education on his wife's sids.l
we understand the important rdle education playe in
makingz married life happy and easy. Feriha, an
unusually well-educated and open-uinded young woman,
constantly complains of the limitations which ham-
per women in Turkey, and which afford them no op=-
portunity to use their "active minde, nerves and

e 8 Moreover, she is extremely un-

musecles , .
happy becauese she is not allowed to write articles

in papers and so prove that women are not "mentally

1. Ibid., larria der the i s DDe 4T=4B.
2, Ibid., p. 179,
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deficient”, But such a wish could only be fulfile-
led when a girl was married and if her husband did

not objsct.l

Therefore, what is the purpose of
education, Huseyin Rahmi asks, if it is not to be
used in some way? 2 Feriha, still with a complain-
ing and crying attitude, says, "They allow me no
opportunity to use the capital of my education, ..."®

In thie story, Huseyin Rahui makes it ob=-
vious that edvcated girls by gaining experience,
even if only from books, could use what they had
learned in the choice of their husbands as, for ex-
ample, Feriha does. He also shows that if such
girle as Feriha are allowed and encouraged to make
use of their education el ther by writing articles
or by taking suitable work, particularly of a kind
which would help to enlighten other women, a great
many social troubles and diseases which are the
outcome of 1lliiteracy could be avolded.

The Pained Suile provides ua with another

example of the sufferinge an educated girl goes

through because of her conflicts with the low cone

1. bid, » Do 130,
2e ey Do 135.
3, Ibig..
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temporary valuation and inferior status of women.
Thus deplorable conditione arise from the common
belief for the existence of women in this world:

to provide a materiaslistically happy life for men
in their houses ae wives, daughters and mothers,
Ragiba is an example of the refined young lady with
a ochool education, a knowledge of languages and
social etiquette, with her 'alafranga' outlook and
dreeses, her mademoiselle de compagnie, plus her
father's wealth.,l Yet she is unhappy! All these
"gqualifications” make it difficult for her to choose
a husband for herself under the 'arranged marriages'

" If she had not had all these acquirements,

system.
she wouldn't have been so particular about the spi-
ritval qualities of her future husband and so, like
the majority of girls at that time, she mi:ht have
been resigned to Jod's wieh in giving her a husband
and thus could have happily and satisfactorily sett-
led down.5 Huseyin Rahmi showe that such girls as
Ragiba and Feriha should not sit passively complain-
ing of the conditiona in which they live, They

must take active steps, To make the appeal strong-

1. ibi&., The Pained Smile, p. 214,
20 b * 9 p. 810.
Do 4bid..
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er, he brings examples from the Vestern world showe
ing the contrasting attitude with which women there

1 Education must awaken

fought for their rights,
in them the desire to be individually recoznized
with all their rights.

In The Finael \'ish, we hear what was then
commonly the "good reason" parente gave for not ale
lowing thelr daughtere to read and write. e hear
that

Feyzullah Efendi has a national con-

gervatism. He didn't want to leave Nuri-
yezdan illiterate but he was equally afraid
of bringing her up with an entire 'alafranza’
education . . . 2
He thouzht that once she knew how to write, she
would start writing love-lettere.5 Therefore
Feyzullah Efendi thinks that
«esssbefore giving a girl a pen and a plece
of paper to write, she must be morally and

ethically well equipped in order to be pro-
tected from dangers, 4

He believed in the strict supervision of her educa=-

1,  Ibids, p. 220,

2, Ibid., The Final Wish, p. 25.
5. b L

4. b * P pp. 25"‘26.
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tion. S0 he sent her to school, but never without
a lala 3 or a chaperon. As her grandfather, he
performed his duty of supervision so well that he
"always searched luriyezdan's school-bag and chose
the proper books that she should read outside her

2 put Huseyin Rahmi, with an ironi-

study books”,
cal snile, wonders if this strict control was of
any use, Nuriyezdan exchangee love pgtories with

S and learns what these books are

her friends
meant to teach. The grandfather's point of view
iz that

eessdt is sufficient for women to know the

meaning, the loftiness and the holiness of &

the words purity and innocence and no more, 4
These must be what a girl should learn from school.
Vicdan, luriyezdan's closest friend, answers, "ess.
3ir, but one could learn the meaning of these words
through reading:” He replies:

Your mothers, grandmnothers and great-
grandmothers didn't learn their meaning by

1, There is no English equivalent to the Turkish
;ﬁlg, who is a male slave or man~servant to
whom the care of a child ie given, in ehort
a_kind of male nursery-governess.

2. Huseyin Rahmi, The Final \iish, p. 26.

Ds ;Eid.' Pe 29,

ED Ibigo, ps 90,
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reading! And their advancement did not

cone through learning!  They were very

much more valuable and precious even than

our present scholar woneN.is.ee The world

is full of men philosophere....e. There is

no need for a wonan to be a Judge, she must

be a wife, You don't know what you will be,

neither do you undergtand what Nature has

assigned to you., I haven't sent my grand-

daughter to aschool to become a poetess, an

eminently brilliant authorees, or to object

to our Islamic resignation before God..... 1

As reflected through the grandfather, this

argunent puts ue in a position to see what the old
generation understood and expected from the word
"education”: whereag Nuriyezdan, with the advane
tages of reading and writing, and a rather skilled
hand in transeribing love-letters, could understand
the man she loved. But owing to the hard social
rules, Ragib Jeyda's mother refuses to accept luri-
yezdan as her daughter-in-law because of the love=-
letters she has written to her son. Such a thing
could never be forgiven - a shameful and degrad-
ing action, lowering a girl and depriving her of

2 This, in iteelf, is a tragiec situ-

her prestige.
ation; yet on the other hand, a good lesson and
example to parents, to open their eyes to the reali=-

ties of the day, and to natural incidents in the

1.. Ibid., p. 91l.
B4 ibid., pp. 1l64-1G8,
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lives of hwaan beings, To act against them so
ridiculously means disastrous consequences, as in
Nuriyezdan's case. Therefore education must be
used to lessen misunderstanding, to exchange ideas
on a sound basis and so to lead to 'happy endings',
A simllar attitude towards the education

of girls is expressed in the lamenting reproach of

Lania's father to his wife in The PBurning Hearts.
He regretfully says:

I haven't shown any strictness in
Lamia'e education, I allowed her to learn
languages and whatever I thought might be
useful from contemporary science, Today
I am faced with results which I had never
expected or thought of . + How wrongly
our daughter has understood what she has
atudied. I thought that by education she
would learn and understand the real soecial
position of women) lHer honour, duty, and
her chastity! But no. It seems we have
allowed her to learn writing in order to
write love-letters which injure her purity.
Wwe have put a telephone in the house so that
she has love-conversations with rekes!
Hadam.....what is your dauvghter writing?
What is shé reading? With whom is she
conversing for hours on the 'phone? Where
does she go in such peculiar attire, and
whenever she likes¥ Do you know anything
about all thi;? What kind of mother are
you o » &%

With this strongly put point of view, one
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is able to realize how seriously and regretfully
the old generation considered aspects of life

that are nowadays taken for granted. Also it
shows what education could do to a girl brought up
amongst people with such strict and conservative
values, It is an extremely important factor in
making anyone, not least a woman, a recognized in-
dividual, as was manifest in Lamia, and also in
Maggie Tulliver, Dorothea Brooke, Esther Lyon and
their like.

In his work The Mistress, Huseyin Rahmi,
amongz many other teachings, shows with 11felike eX=-
amples the necessity of equality in education., 1
the husband only is educated, and the wife go il-
literate as not to be able to distinguish the alpha-
betic letters, the result will be ultimate unhappi-
ness, constant conflicts, and then the neglect of
the wife by her husband, as happened in the case of
Saffet Hanim. Her husband, Hami Bey, though unin-
telligent and dull, has changed in his outlook tre-
mendously because he has been to Paris for four
years, Therefore what he asks from his "illite-

rate, too-fat and dull" wife is not fulfilled by
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what he finde in marriage.l He turns his back on
hies wife and gets himself a French mietress who

satisfles him.2

The result ie the unhappiness
that encourages Saffet Hanim, too, to decelve her
husband.

Thus the family bond ie loosened and
everyone congentrates on his or her own pleasure
without trying to discover the reasons of the fam-
ily crises, If Saffet Henim had been educated,
then in practical experience, she could have averte
ed the root-cauvse of thnis family misunderstanding.

The roots of all soclial diseases of the
time, HUseyin Rahmi shows, lie in illiteracy and in
entire dependence on men, The extracts also in-
dicate his sense of the importance of a correct and
useful education for women, not neceesarily as a
means of gualifyin: them for work, but in order to
enlarge the horizons of their minds, so as to help
thea to understand troubles and conflicts and to
solve family problems, This emphasis recalls
George Eliot's insistence on the same point in the

case of Rosamond Vinecey. At the same time, should

1. Ibid., Ketres: The Mistress, p. 13,
2. M" s 280,
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the need arise, education will be of advantage to
a girl seeking a post.

One must not be misled into thinking
that Hiseyin Rahmi demanded an education in accor-
dance with the contemporary values, and the current
congervatism and restrictions on feminine freedom.
For he was above all a critic of the social system.
He wanted, first and foremost, social reforms, give
ing women their due status in society. This
would lead to a creative, useful and helpful edu=-
cation, Only then could success, progress and

happiness be attained.
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CHAPTER _IX,

ECONOMIC SITUATION,

Just as Huseyin Rahmi found equslity in
education to be vital, he also saw the necessity
for equality of opportunity to make use of that edu-
cation, We have seen the tragic fate of educated
girls, unable to practise what they have learned,
or in constant collision with an environment where
their neede and difficulties are not understood,

The family eystem with ite leong-inherited concept
of male superiority added to the sufferinge of
such girls,

Ag the husband and father wag recognised
as the head of the family, he was responesible for
all its affairs, not leasi the manageuncnt of its
economy;l Women, whether wives or mothers, daughte-
ers or sisters, were almost entlirely dependent on
men, especially ae regards flnance, 1t was come

monly accepted, as lLady Hary dontagu teatifies,g

1. Enver Ziya Karal, History of the Ottomans,
Vol, VI, p. 172.

2e Lady Mary VYortley dontagu: etters d_lorks,
Vol. Il, pe 46,
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that in her ticze men earned simply in order that
their wives might spend, If we consider this idea
today, it sppears pecullar, not to say exotic. Yet
when one remembers the soclial position of Turkish
women at that time, one realizes how natural it was
for men to monopolize all authority in the family
kingdom. Even the religious law of inheritance
stipulated that a feunale inheritor should receiﬁe
only half of the portion due to the male.1 This
law had prevailed through centuries, and thus, to=-
gether with the superior rights 1t granted men with
regard to marriage and divorce, it kept women in an

2 There were no opportunities

inferior position,
for esrning open to wouen, excent as governesses Or
ag teachers in private families, and this only to=-
warde the end of the nineteenth century, Women,
therefore, when lgft alone in the world, had no
means of earning their living, It was the duty of
the father, husband or brother to take such women

under thelr protection and support then financially.

1. The Koran, "Women"., '"The male receives the
portion of two femalee." The JQur'an, Vol. I,
ps 69, tr. Richard Bell.

2e U, Heyad, Foundations of Turk liational~-

m, 9.9.
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This was o much the rule that the male's duty to
look after his close female reclatives was taken for
granted, We find a similsr concept hehind Tom Tul-
liver's attitude after his father's bankruptey and
death, As far as the strong family ties and affec-
tion brought about by such conscious and voluntary
dependence were c¢oncerned, this was all well and
good. In fact, one even reads adaniring accounts
of these strong family ties. Ce White says:
Nowhere are the ties of blood and re-

ciprocal affection between parents and chil-

dren, brothers and sisters, more intensely

felt, or more faithfully maintained, Amidet

the many contradictions and caprices that

mark the Turkish character, those of defy-

ing the precepts of nature and bursting the

bondes of filisl or fraternal attachunent are

not included, Devotion of children to

parente, and mutual solicitude for the wel-

fare of brothers and sisters, are not to be

surpassed, 1
These characteristics are doubtless praiseworthy,
but no account is taken of those women who were
left alone without any male relative to afford
them financial support, a position especially de-
plorable when the woman had received no inheritance

whatsoever,

1. C. White, Three Years in Constantinople,
Vol. II’ De 254,
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Fear of desertion by their husbands, or
that their fathers or brothers miht die before them,
evoked such an inferiority complex in women that
they were willing to resort to any means to please
their husbands rather than face the prospect of di-
vorce, the frequency of which was a sign of its
easy fulfilment.l It was usuval for women O pre=
fer polysgamy to divorce, Indeed, quite apart from
the scandal and the gossip among relatives and
friends as to the reasons for the divorce, the di-
vorced wife might well be left to starve,

One might ask "What of the divorced wife's
own parents?™ But, divorce being coneidered the
worst kind of shame which a girl might bring on her
famnily, it was uvsuvual for the parente to receive her
reluctantly,

Altogether, religious and social laws and
conventions combined to place women in a dependent
and inferior position in society compared with their
hizh status in ancient or contemporary Turkienh so-
ciety.2 Huseyin Rahai, therefore, in advocating

equality in education, made no separation between

0 U, Heyd.g ODs Glt-' p.'95-
2. ibide, pe 94,
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education and economic opportunity, Economic op=-
portunity was to be achieved in two ways, by'a
sweeping reform in the law of inheritance, that it
might be suited to contemporary requirements, and
by the creation of opportunities for women to earn
their own living if necessary.

Before all this, he demands the formation
of philanthroplc societies and institutions as an
imnediate remedy for the position of those woumen
who were left alone to struggle for their living
and whoee place, usuvally, in face of existing re-
strictions and rigld conventions, was aunong the
fallen woumen, This being achieved, hie next de-
mand wae for an equality in economic matters through
which women, instead of belng a potential source of
evil, might become useful and helpful husan beings.
In order to set hie noble wmessage before the public,
to reveal the frightful and horrible resultis of the
existing economic dependence of women and the op=-
portunities denied them, Huseyin Rahmi once more
drew from soclety examples of catastrophic effects,
even on women of education, who suffered more per-
haps than women whose minde and spirits had not

been quickened by learning to a sense of their own
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disadvantages. Iffet is a clear exauple of the
tragedy of an educated and extremely beautiful girl,
who has been left to support her mother and younger
brother after the death of her father. When their
inheritance has been spent, Iffet's struggle to
earn her living within an unkind, monstrous envir-
onunent is indeed heart-breaking. Her burden is
not only the financial difficulties which she faces
and their results. Here is a spiritual problem.
Her society doees not understand or appreciate her
extreme sensitivity, intelligence and kind-hearted-
ness; and it was not common for a woman to be 80
accomplished intellectually as Iffet, This was
hardly to be thought of, let alone appreciateﬁ.
Wiith her thorough and sound knowledge of

1 science and the arts, Iffet could have

languages,
been a most productive, useful and beneficial mem=
ber of society. Had she been living with all the
rights and advantages we enjoy in present-day Tur-
key, Iffet might have found enviable work as an in-

2

terpreter, secretary, school teacher ™ or a social

worker, to name only a few of the opportunities

1, Hoseyin Rahmi, Iffet, p. 48,
2 Mcp PPe BG=-87.
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open to one with such qualifications, Her earn-
ings coulu have been equal with those of wen under-
taking similar work, Her ability, understanding,

1 sincerity and honesty would have

intelligence,
made her a most suitable person to undertake philan-
thropic work for those in need of auch kindnese and
affection as she showed to her sick mother and
younger brother; as Dinah dorrie comforted and
reatored the afflicted, s0 mizght Iffet have done.
But what opportunities did she have with all the
tiee and limits then set around women? Who would
take care of or pay attention to her inner con-
flicts and troubles, the outecome of her strong
principles and high valuvation of her purity, innoe
cence, chastity and honour? These qualities, as
Huseyin Rahmi alwaye emphasisee in his characters,
are the national inheritance of Turkish wamen.2
These are the capital of a Turkish girl, without
which she is not worthy of being called a Turk,

She must, as alwaye, fight for the triuaph of these

1. Mo p De 60, o
2e liediha Berkes, "Huse R
A ve din"; "Women and Family in the

Novels of iuseyin Rahmi."  Journal of Dil
ve Tarih—gggrggxg Fakultesi, Vol. III, p. 19.
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principles, Having no other way to earn her live
ing and look after the two people for whom ghe 18
responsible, Iffet starts embroidering day and
night.l But this work does not wmeet the cost of
their living, especially when the anount spent on
medicine increases enoruously, By what means can
she earn more? There is only one alternative, the
common recourse of illiterate, weak-prinecipled,
weak-willed, and helpless girls, whenever a misfor-
tune befell them, That was to go amongz the fallen
women) Yet, Iffet, with her exceptionally strong
will, supported by ethical teachinis and principles
lmplanted in her soul since childhood, defiee all
the temptations to be the wmistress of a certain
wealthy man, Nenmi.z She prefers to die, rather
than sell her purity. The ardent and tempting
letters which Nermi sends her have no success in
persuading iffet to change ﬁer pvz:'ii.rmi.plea.;5 When
she has read one of his letters full of attractive

proposals, s8he cannot help saying,

What sweet lies! These coamon words

l. Huseyin Rahui, op. cit., p. 69,
2, bide, De 215,
Se ib ey PP 280=-2382,
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must have been written hundreds of times to
seduce helpless, innocent womeni In most
cases these words prove successful in ful-
filling their aim, though! 1

Her resistance at one point becomes weaker when hepr
mother's illneess takes ite hardest and most grievous
fora, She wants to buy medicine imuediately to
save her mother, wWith this in mind, she accepts
Hermi's proposal, But her guilt troubles her con-
science, her strong woral and ethical principles
revive within her and as a result of this conflict
she falls ill, Yet, though not fallen in reality,
she thinks that she has actuwally fallen, and so a
conetant self-reproach haunts her.2 The long and
vehement argument, the struggle for Iffet's high
principles, her lofty sense of the holiness of chas-
tity, lead her to death where she finds eternal calm
and peacefulness. This incident recalls the spiri-
tual conflict undergone by daggie Tulliver after
she had gone rowing with Stephen Guest.

In the character of Iffet, Huseyin Rahmi
has successfully presented the great nececssity for

reform of the existing economic situation, He

10 m_@., Pe 233-
2., 1bid., pp. 228, 237,
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shows that women are, after all, human beings and
individuvals, who must be recognized and accorded
their rightful place in society, as well as the
right to make use of the eduvecation they have re-
ceived, There must be opportunities and facilities
which would enable and encourage them to exercise
their knowledge and their abilities to the fullest
degree., What, he asks, is the use of an eduvucation
which cannot be turned to account when necessary?

Abqve all, women such as Iffet might
make an invaluable contribution to the welfare of
thelr country, raieing the standard of living by
their honesty, sincerity and loyalty to their work.,
Apart from thie, there was a clear demand for in-
stitutionse and social organisations which would take
care of young children and sick women who were hope=-
lesely abandoned, or, otherwiée, their hard struggle
for a living must prove in most cases to be fruit-
less,

On the other hand, Huseyin Rehmi equally
aucceasfully presente the tragedy of the wowman who
falls because of necessity. johret, in Coincidence,
being an illiterate and rather weak-principled girl,
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cannot bear the insults and shame with which her
monstrove husband upbraids her for the crime of
which she ie accused, $oOhret had to face the re-
sult of her seduction alone; the other party to it
had disappeared, Being a woman, ghe could not hide
its fruit and 8o was an outcast by the social laws
of propriety and chastity. The husband she wmarries
constantly reminds her of her guilt not only by his
words, but by beating her as well, She chooses,
therefore, the same fate as that of all unfortunate
girla.l If 96hret could have found decent work to
earn her living, society could have saved her and
avoided the disastrous consequences which she brought
about, Huseyin Rahai says:

If there were Jjobs open to wouwen, she
might have taken one and earned her living
desplte her illiteracy. eseesdit i8 necessity,
ignorance, or wild monstirous treatuwent by hus-
bands, which lead to such disasters. 2

By the same reason of economic inequality,

the doors to respectable work were closed to women,

and so the nuaber of women who faced the same ulti=

mate fate as Yohret. increased, Once again, one

v "Ibides Teaa%ﬁf: Coincidence, p. 125,
2e M’! Pe 126,
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sees the necessity for social institutions, which,
if given a chance to work profitably and fruitfully,
would rescue lonely and socially outcast and conse-
quently destitute women, and fit them for suitable
occupations which would enable them to render a ser-
vice to their nation, instead of léaving them to be
a source of evil,

It was not only girls such as these two
who faced disaster because of the unfavourable eco-
nomic position women were in then, There were egu-

ally unfortunate cases within marriage, and through
divorce. The economic superiority of men had al-
ways played a big part in marriages arranged by
parents against the wills of their daughters, as was

the case with Ayn-i-~Nur and Nezihi Bey,1 Jahinde

andRefiBey,2 Cazibe and Hasan Ferruh Efendi.5
Other disasters could also have been avoided if
wives, relying on their own income and depending on
their own ability to earn their living by finding

respectable occupations, could have asked for di-

vorce as Saffet Hanim in The Mistress.

1. Ibid., The Pursuit of Desire.
Qe

Ibid., Hazén Bulbulu: The Autumn Nightingale,
3. Ihid.,; EehennemIEE: The Hell-Bound.
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To support his case with more vivid pic-
tures, Hiseyin Rahai brings ue examples to show how
advancageous it is for women to be financially in-
dependent, In Bur 8y for example, if
Lamia had had no education and no opportunity to
earn her living by taking a job in a factory.l she
might have fallen to the same level as, perhaps,
gohret. Her family rejected her because of her
love-affair with Behcet Bey, while he returned to
his wife * as if he had had no share in the crime
he had committed with Lamia.5 Her brother, Sururi,
knowing and seeing thie shame brought on the fauily,
means to kill Lamia to save the family honour.4
But the independent younz woman with her free thoughts
does not give him the chance to fulfil this wish.
Here is not the only part in this criue. Why
should the other part be forgiven? 5 Why should
she be punished on the ground that she is a woman?
She goee off and earns her living and thus saves her
family and conseguently her society from a great

many disasters that might have come about if she had

1, Ibid.. g!lg Burning Hear Sy Do 397,

e s Ds 271,

Se ggi&.. pps 270, 470,
4., b;g-o ? PPe 381=-383,
8. ibid., pp. 270, 470,
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been in a completely dependent position,

¥omen could be of great help, too, to the
fanily budget if they had opportunities to use their
abilities for money as in the case of Nebahat in
<hen liomen are as len,

Hﬁaeyin Rahmi uses all these examples to
eetablish the necessity of economic independence for
wonen, not simply as a source of income, but to fos-
ter a feeling of confidence and assurance of thelr
ability to face life by themselves in its sad as
well ae in ite brighter aspects - a feeling which
leads them to reslize thelr own importance in soci-
atye Once they believe in their high and vital
position, the inferiority complex from which they
have hitherto suffered, will turn to self-asesurance
and a belief in the tremendous contribution which
they can make towards their country's welfare and

advancement,
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MARRIAGE :
ARRANGED MARRIAGES; MARRIAGES OF WEALTH;
GREAT DIFFERENCES IN AGE.

The majority of Osmanlis - Ottomans
- attach so much importance to the early
marriage of their children, that they some-
times discues and arrange these matters before
the birth of the destined spouses., Hothers,
whose song have scarcely attained their fif-
teenth year, can neither sleep nor eat, until
the latter are suitably disposed of; sand the
same anxiety ies felt by those who have mar-
riageable daughters, This is the natural
result of the retired life led by Turkish
WOMNEINs s s s s

Suppoeing that arrangements have not
been previously made between friends or cone
nexions for the union of their children, and
that no sultable person has been pointed out
as a wife, the wother of a wmarriageable youth
concerts with her husband, and sallies forth
in search of a partner for her son, accoupani-
ed by some female friend or adroit eslave, In
order to attain her object, she attends pub-
lic bathse, where she cautiously examines the
persons of young girle, and inguires into
their fortunes, position, and expectations.

If she Tails there, she makes crafty inquie
ries among the gossips of different quarters,
and cauges her slaves to forma acquaintance
with those of houses where eligible matches
may be found, In ehort, she spares no pains
to obtain indirect information or personal
knowledge of those young women whose position
Justifries further proceedings.

Sometimes, indeed, mothers carpry thelr
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artifices so far, that they avall theuselves
of sundry pretexts to obtain access into
houses. Thus, at one time, they feign sud-
den illness, and, rapping at doors, earnestly
request permiseion to repose, At other
times, they beg leave to enter a house in or-
der to say their prayers, their own abode or
a mosque being too distant for them to arrive
for this duty within the canonical period,

It 18 by these and other artifices that they
are enabled to obtain a sight of young ladies,
and to examine appearsnces, whilst thoir
slavee or companions are busily engaged in
obtaining information from servantB.ises.

To the VWemstern mind, this account of ar-
ranged marriages in Turkey, appeares like a fantas-
tic tale. The more one thinks of marriage, one of
the most eignificant events in life, the more Giffi-
cult it becomes to conceive that such a matter
should be thought of, arranged and prepared for, by
any person other than the parties to the marriage
themeelves, Yet, in the light of Turkish social
history of the time, one finds such a harmonious
intermingling of social causeg as 10 make such a
marriage system not only natural, but inevitable.
Ercument Ekrem telle us that, before the capture of
Constantinople, Turkish women possessed a unigque

freedom in the choice of husbands, It was only

1. OC. White, op. ¢ite., Vol. III, pp. 197-199,
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with the couing of the conguerors, with their ac-
quired Byzantine customs, that women fell into an

inferior and servile poaition.1

The Bul tans, back=-
ed by their officials, and followed by laymen, set
up harems, originally intended only for slaves,
Thus began the imprisonment of women in the Xkonaks,
from which they only issued concealed under thick
veils, with an escort of servants, chaperons, and
"lalas". Under such a system it was only natural
that marriages should be arranged with recourse to
such artifices as C.,White describes, Sons and
daughters remained as coapletely subdec; to the
arrangements of their mothers, thelr aunts and oth-
er friends as they were to the decrees of fate,

As always, Huseyin ahmi set about his
critician and demands for change by fastening on
the weaknesses of the existing system, The two
features to which he was moet strongly opposed were,
first, marriages arranged for the sole purpose of
financial gain, and secondly, the marriage of young
girls, despite their opposition, to old men. Ine
deed, such marriages formed the rule rather than

1. Ercument Ekrem, Memories of Yesterday, "Qorucu:

The HMarriage-broker,’
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the exception,

An excellent example of this arranged-
marringe cuetom is in Coingidence, when both Saibe's
and Mafl's parents consider a suitable match for
their ahildren.l When Saibe is, thouzh indirectly,
asked about her opinion of the husband she would
like to marry, she answers, "Is a girl's opinion
considered in such a thing¥ It i8 up to the par-
ents to choose a suitable husbandl"” g Although we
know that her parents have already decided on this
subject, her wother, when the father wonders wheth-
er Saibe is informed of the arrangements, answers
in surprise:

So long as you and I are alive, is

the girl's opinion of any importance? You

know our proverb which says that if you

leave a girl to make her own choice of a

husband she marries a bag-pipérle.s.. 3
Thus every necessary and uvusual step is taken and
the marriage follows, But, is it a happy marriage¥
Yes, in the first year or two, After that disas~-
ters coame, Having no right to divorce, as she had
no right in choosing her husband, Salbe 1is obliged

tc bear all the miseries of misunderstandings, dif-

1, Huseyin Rahmi, Coingcidence, pp. 86-88,
]

Ly Mo' pe 84,
3. Igig‘t » p. all
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ferences of taste and opinion with her husband, who
negzlects her, So comees the tragic end,

Huseyin Rahmi wants to tell us that if
Saibe had hed a genuine part in choosing her life-
coumpanion ag she herself wanted, but could not de=-
clare in the face of the strict authority of her
parents, an authority which had become a part of
their life, ahe could have perhape refused Mail, or
could have accepted him after reaching that mutual
understanding and love which are of the main founda-
tions of successful marriages., In presenting her
story, Hﬁaeyin Rahmi teaches parents not to inter-
fere to such an extent in decisions as delicate as
marriage. If Mafl himself had had his own cholce,
he might have chosen a woman whom he loved, not one
whom his parents found suvitable. Yet, one may ask,
"Would this have been possible when women were kept
inside the s0lid walls of the harsms, and were 8o
faithfully wrapped in their gargafs and veils when
out of doors¥? As Gir James Porter remarkes

Some carry that custom (veiling the

face) to such an extreme of delicacy, that,

when they feed their poultry, if there be
cocks among them, they will not appear withe-

out veils, 1
1. C. 'i.'dlhite' QE= 015.’ Vol. III’ Pe 197.
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“hat was necessary here, then, Hiseyin
Rahnl shows, was the liberation of women, not only
in the matter of choice, but in their whole way of
life,

One of the fundamental steps in this
custom of arranged marriages is the "GOruei".

The young man's mother attires her-

self in her holyday garmente and, accompanied
by the grandmother, if alive, proceeds in

great ceremony, called "Qggrgddf;" to see
and propose in form for the gir a’hand. 1

In Marriage under the ieteor, Irfan Bey's

mother complains of the modern Feriha who met them
before her mother when they came to see heﬁ accord~

ing to "gdoplci" system, She says:

It is our custom when a chair is put
in the middle of the room that the girl in
queetion comes with coffee and sits in that
very chair until the visitors finish their
coffee, Then she ;aa:ea t?e roOM.sess
This is the gorucu;gg hat RKNnow O0fsscee
iay God preserve us. We've never seen such
a _thing . + « a girl coming and meeting the
gorucus before her mother. 2

Irfan Bey, wodern in his theories and outlook, is

1. Ibidc. D 199.
2. Huseyin Rahml, Marriage under the lie » PPe
B870-571.
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against this system. He writes to Feriha:

I won't send gorucu aeeording to our
custom, Because my mother's choice does not
accord with, and is not a correct criterion
of wine, She might like what I don't and
vice versa. Because our tastes, outlooks
and judgment vary greatly. 1

In The Pursuvit of Desire, Seza throws a

stronger 1li:ht on what Huseyin Rahmi wants to show
the parents. Speaking of the future of Ayn-i-Nur's
marriage, foreshadowed in the great differences bpe-
tween her taste and that of her husband, and in the

lack of mutual love and understanding, she says:

Qur old way of marriage takes no
consideration of the girl's opinion; parents
ehoose a husband and then tell their daughter
that they are marrying her to such and such
a person and everything is finished. Is it
right to leave everything entirely in the
parents' hands without asking the opinion
of the girl¥ ouldn't it be just if the
dauvghter's inclination towards her future
husband were taken into account? Poor Ayn-
i-Nur: With her exceptional beauty, which
I dare say is unique in the whole of Istanbvl,
they married her to the clumsy Nezihi Rey.
What does he have (o offer her in return
for her great beauty? A few farme , + .
This rare beauty has been wmade a sacrifice
to thoge farme . . . You know that her
father died and her mother's sole ambition
was to wmarry her daughter to a rich man,

Thus this marriage was brought about. She

1, Ibid..
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never returned her husband's great love for

her, because she loved someone else, whom

she was not allowed to marry. Wwhat happened

in the end? Of course, this tragedy . . .

Here is a clear picture of an arranged

marriage, an everyday occurrence in Turkish life,
with resulits often 1little different from those of
Ayn-i-Wur's case: sulcide, If she had been mar-
ried to the men she loved, as were Esther Lyon,
Eppie, Dinah Morris and dary Garth, this catastrophe
could have been avoided, But for the sake of his
wealth, her mother married her to Nezihi Pey.
women are not, after all, mere senseleas, brainless
ereatures, VWhy shouldn't Ayn-i-Nur's inclination
and opinion have been taken into account? Why
should she have had to resgort to sobbing and com-
plaining to show her disapproval of that "chosen
husband"? ¢ Yet, did anyone listen to her cry?
In her letter t6 Seza, Ayn-i-lur describes the whole
state of affairs,

ess 0oty mother has sold me to this man, 1

alwaye consider my mother as a elave-trader,

my hueband as a slave-buyer and myself a slave,
Thie selling and buying business was the com-

) I Ibid., The Pursuit of Dlesire, p. 102,
2e Ibid., Ds 128,
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mencement of all my subsequent dicaBierBesese 1

Evidently this sort of marriage solely for wealth
leads in most cases to nothing but the unhappiness
which dogged the lives of Ayn-i-Nur and Nezihi Bey.
We meet a counterpart of Ayn-i-iur in

Ragiba who Taces the same problem of a marriage ar-
ranged by her parents, Being an edueated girl
with accomplishments, Ragiba refuses to be seen by
"sﬁ;‘hﬁgﬁg".s She tells her mother, "Haman, Je ne

)

suis pas une béte & vendrel" In fact, as we look

at it nowadays, thie wae the real position of women
at that time, to be sold and bought siuply for the
materisl pleasures that marriage might bring rather
than the more important spiritual values,

In The Avtuan Nightingele, one ie faced

with an even more tragic situation, coumonly occur-
ring then, 0ld men, relying on their extreme
wealth, do not refrain from marrying gipla young
enough to be their grand-daughters, Refl Bey, a
man of seventy, wants to marry the beautiful and

young, but poor Jahinde of twenty, The girl her-

1. IQI%., Pe 167,
Se Igf » I}!E rained Sﬂlllg’ Pe 210,

e .o
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self is in love with Nuri Bey, a young, but not a
wealthy &an. Her aunt, with her materialistic

values, tells Huri Eey:

+essslove is a minor thing in marriage.
Wiealth is the thing, Youth, zood looks

and love are all temporary . « « The on-
ly thing which brings haupiness is money. 1

Without giving any coneideration to Jahinde's opin-

ion 8 and her constant effort to oppose this ache:nn.a

the aunt wmarriea her to the old but wealthy man.
gahinde's own impression is juetly related to her

lover:

- gahinde: Ky aunt wants to find a source of wealth
throuzh me after she has egpent all that
my unecle had. She found a woman-guide
and asked her to look for a husband for
(- The most essential qualification
required was for him to be wealthy, re-
gardleas of whether he is blind, lame

or old. S0 this zuide found this hus=
band, and then they started to prepare
for the wedding.

Nuri Bey: Ien't it necessary that they should
first ask your opinion?%

gahinde: NO « o« & I am an orphan brought up by

them. How should they ask my opinion?
Whatever my sunt thinke it must be ful-

p Ml’ T Avtuan Nightin ale. DPe 120-122
s I8 b e

Je do’ Fe 143.




filled. They are not marrying me

but selling me like a slave,. 1

This conversation is enlighteninz on the
point that not all girls are blind to the disadvan-
tages of their position. But before the tyranny
and extreme authority of their parents and benefac-
tors, especially with such commonly accepted and
rigld laws, they have no alternative but subamission
to the "chosen fate". Yet the end might be a les-
son in itself to those "dictators”, Although supr-
rounded with every worldly comfort then avallable,
sahinde is indeed miserable for the lack of love
and affection in her uwarried life, When, therefore,
she encountere her husband's son-in-law, she cannot
resist his offer to fill the gap in her life, She
accepts his love. When her 0ld husband discovers
her love affair, he is stricken to death,.

This tyranny of decision doee not apply
only to the young women, Fikriye Hanim, a wildow
with a child, finde herself under the dictatorship
of her aunt when ehe wants to exprees her opinion
about ner second marriage. Her aunt tells her

angrily:

1. Ibid., p. 81,



216

Thank Heaven, your uncle and I are
alive to make inquiries about the future hus-
band,  How could.xgg have any say in the
matter? Uy goodness) vhat a time we are
living in , . . This young generation is
hopeleas, They decide for themselvee with-~
out even consulting their guardian. Out
of politeness we asked ¥our Opinio But
you abused it . . m sorry! %e have
made a nietake . . Now go to your room.
I'11l have a confidential talk with this
guide, 1

In The Coverness, in order to punish the
Kéhya EA8 for her report of the unpleasant news of
the corruption in the house, Dehri Efendi drives her
out and marries her husband to a girl from the harem.
Such tyranny was the great privilege in the hands
of the masters,

In The Final iish, despite their wmutval
love already expreseed through the interchange of
letters, Nuriyezdan and Namik Bey are not married
to each other. The former's mother and grand-
father impose on her a marriage with the wealthy
Ragib Jeyda Bey, a man she does not 1ova.2 To
please his mother who strongly disapproves of Nuri-

yezdan, on the ground of her unladylike and 'free'

‘he 1'1 C ] pp. 23"‘24‘.

1, ibide, C
wish, p. 194.

2. Ibid,, Fin




217

outlook (shown by the writing of love-letters to
her son;, Namik Bey does not marry her, but a girl

1

chosen by his mother, The result of this arrang-

ed marriage is that Nuriyezdan falls ill and even-
tually, to escape her unhappy life, commits suicide.2
Huseyin Rahni does not only reveal this
tragic end to parents. At the same time he wants
to show men in general how they themselves must de-
cide instead of relying on their parents' choice.
Namik Semai should have married Nuriyezdan in the
face of his mother's disapproval and proved that
such marriages could succeed; as Maggie, instead
of submitting to Tom's wish, should have held her
ground and married Philip. Instead, together with
his mother, Namik Semai is the cause of Nuriyezdan's

death. His mother would have eventually consented,

as happens in When Women are as Men. Ali Sureyya
3

marries Nebahat despite his mother's objections.
But at last his mother approves,

The difference in age between a married
couple showed its results again in The Hell-Bound.

The old, wealthy, but psychologically rather un-

1. Ibid., p. 180,
2y Ibid., p. 213,
B Ibid., When \iomen are as iien, p. 51
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stable Hassan Ferruh marries the beauvtiful young
Cazibe Hanim of twenty-two, Their life is indeed

a "hell" with all love on one aide.l

Cazibe finds
satisfaction in love with her step-daughter's son,
duzaffer, On the other hand, Hasan Bey's own
daughter Ferhunde Hanim deceives her old husband
with their adopted son, who is expected to marry
their daughter.2 All this dishonesty, disloyalty
to the lofty and holy bond of marriage is due to
one simple cause: the great difference in age be~
tween the couples and the conseqguent difference in
outlook and taste, If this was considered before-
hand, no social diseases of this kind would come
about.a The shameful and degrading consequence
which ruined this entire family is instructive in
1tself.4

Another illustration of the same problem
is presented in Toraman. The wealthy Juvayip Efendil,
over fifty-five, marries the young and beautiful
Binnaz of eighteen, The price which, this tiue

the husband pays ie his constant restlessness of

1. Ibid., The Hell-Bound, p. 117.
2 Mo s DPPe 502303,
Se M" De S07.

4, Ibides pe 479,
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mind and his unending hesitation and suspicion of
the relationship between his young wife and his

80N Toraman.l

All these examples, taken together,
show the drawbacks of the exlesting customs of mare
riage with the over-emphasis on the waterial side
and no attachment to the spiritual side at all.

The younger generation, with their free
waye of thinking, muet make a move to change this
social law and teach the older, with thelir bellef
that girls are to be aold,2 that they are complete-~
ly wmistaken and that "selling ie suitable for ani-
mals, as it impliee trade, and also because animals'
opinion is not asked when they are sold . . ." #
“hereas, women are huanan beinges, capable of per-
forming a great many things to add to the welfare
of humnanity. Why, then, should they be ignored
and considered a "brainless lot"”, especially in a
such matters as marriagev?

It is for this purpose, too, that Huse-
yin Rahmi advocates the education of women; 80

that they may know in what ways they shouvld Judge

1 ibida’ ;Q anally PDe 114.

2, Ibid., The Lurning fiearts, pe 40.
3. i e . 5:2.
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their future husbands and form a happy life togeth-

(5 o

He makes this even more obvious in The Living

Skeleton through the doctor, who says:

darriasge is not like renting a house,
This is something to be founded on love, un-
derstanding. what effect does the marriage-
contract have when misunderstanding and cold-~
ness between the couple come about? The
most ilmportant thing ie the mutuval under-
standing before marriage. There are plenty
of examples of marriages for beasvty, wealth
and for many other reasons . . . Is there
any everlasting thing in the world¥ After
marriage, these reasons lose their old power
and attractiveneass, Hopes and passions get
satisfaction and what is left between the
couple is the bond of conscience, humanity
and sincerity, This is the aim of marriage.

This aim, in fact, reminds us of George Eliot's

lofty concept of the marriage-bond as a social and

a spiritual tie,

et s

1.

Ibid. , Dirilen Iskelet: The Living Skeleton,

p. 49.



221

POLYGANY AND DIVORCE.

At first glance one might wonder whether
this two~fold topic hae any parallel in the works
of George Eliot, But a little consideration shows
that althouzh George Hliot could not write of the
subject in the same terms as Huseyin Rahmi, indica-
tione of her attitude towards polygamy are implicit
in her work, while her view of divorce is clearly
evident through her belief in the sanctity of mar-
riage as expressed for example in the cases of
Romola and Rosamond Vincey, Yet Judging from her
personal life, when Mrs, Lewes left her husband and
George Eliot could not marry Lewes because of the
difficulty of getting a divorce, we may suppose
that in certain circuastances she would actually
have approved of divorce.

Where Huseyin Rahmi uses black and white,
George Eliot paintes in grey, a difference of treat-
ment accounted for by the difference of religion
in the two societies, Whereag in Turkey, polygamy

and divorce were legal, and freely practised, in
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England, polygamy - if it may be go called -
could be practised only with concealment, as we
have seen from the cases of Arthur Donnithorne and
Jermin the lawyer, for instance.

It is obvious that Huseyin Rahmi devoted
as much serious thought to the problem of polygamy
as to those others we have so far discussed.
Through his experiences as he mingled with all sec-
tions of Turkish society 1 he was able to portray
faithful examples of the drawbacks of polygamy and
the resulting effects both in the family circle and |
in society as a whole,

Since polygamy wae then recognized by
religion as one of the rights of a man, it was a
law to be followed, When dealing with the problem
in his novels, Huseyin Rahmi makes quite clear his
conviction that the system, and the privilege which
it placed in the hande of men, should be greatly
altered. He had noted abuses and misunderstand-
ings of this privilege; he had seen it practised
indiscriminately and on mere whim; he had seen it

used by husbands as a threat against wives who

y 28 Refik Ahmed Sevengil, Huseyin Rahmi.
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would not cowply with their wishes,

It was not always the husband's pleasure
upon which polygany depended, for a wife might urge
her husband td another marriage as a security
against her own divorce and loes of social status
if she should show hostility to hie will, This
was the unfortunate but not unnatural result of
woman's dependent status, and especially of her
financial dependence, Once she had left her par-
ente' house she was subject to the will and the
authority of her husband, Her social and finan-
cial position depended on her ability to please
her husband,. It wae consequently her aim, by an
obedience unknown nowadays, to satisfy his every
wish,

In HUseyin Rahui's novels, we see the
use of polygamy as a threat, not only by the hus-
band, but by the mother-in-law, In The Divor ’
the wother-in-law says vindictively td her daughter-
in~law:

%“hat will you do if he marries again?

After all God has allowed him four wives at
a time! Ve can afford to look after not



only four, but even ten wiveBe.e.eo 1

Thie threat would certainly induce an unconscious
vnecertainty in the wife as to whether another woman
would share her husband with her,
The early married happinees of idafl and
Saibe in Coingcidence is only blurred when another
woman comes on the secene, The sorceress, Hoca
Nefise, who is a faith-healer at the same time,
warns Saibe.
Hy poor girl, wmy simple Saibe!
Open your €y28s.ase It is of no importance
that your husband haa rented a house ror his

mistrees..... He'll marry her - it's only
a umatter of days.

"In face of this horrible information

" 8 Her huse=

Saibe's tears came like a £1l00Gi«.ss
band, when Seibe accuses him of Keeping a mistress
in a private house, says threateningly, "YeB.....
who hae the right to stop wme from marrying several
others besides yout" & Eventually ¥Mail married
gohret, his fallen mistress, Saibe could do no-

thing but accept this fait accompli. But the con-

. Huseyln Rahni, gg ; fggg. pPe 154
L ] 01 n 98‘
Po %15.
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seqguence was the death of Saibe, the decent, high-
ly meneitive, gentle and guiet woman, who could
not bear the shock of sharing her husband with a
competitor more beautiful than herself, It is in-
deed an instructive example t0 show how men with
this authority in their hande could cause trouble
in the family leading to a tragic end, Even if
Mail had not been peruitted to marry a second wife
when already married to Saibe, he would still, by
the existing law, have been able to divorece her in
order to marry his mistress, This shows that the
need for change in Turkish society was deeper and
more fundamental even than the customs of polyzamy.
When we come to The Orateful One, we
find the polygamy question being suggested from the
firet wife's side, Taldt Hanim, who loves and al-
most worships her husband, suggeets to him that he
should marry thelir maid, Neriman, Nihad-Bey, having
offered his sensual love to the pure, honest Neri=-

man and having been firmly rejected, proposes to

marry her legally.l Standing secretly outside
1- _&E.. NME—Q&;}QQ: T!le Grg;efu; One’ DDe

214=-216.,
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the door, listening to her husband's confession of
his love to the exceedingly beautiful Neriman, and
to his proposal, Taldt Hanlm knows that "her life,
disaster, happiness or family destruction all depend
on one word from Neriman," 1 Moreover, there is
his promise that if Neriman inslsts, he is prepared
to divorce Taldt Hanim, though they have two chil=-
dren.s One can easlly imagine Telét Hanim's pre=-
dilcament and feelings in face of these bitter facts,
Any other zirl than the honest, sincere, grateful
and appreciative Neriman, would perhaps have accept-
ed this "attractive proposal’, offering her a life
far better than that she had as a maid, But this
sensible girl refuses hie offer and ecays that one
day he might treat her in the same way and play the
same trick with another g;irl.3 A girl can neveb

be sure with such men who, for the sake of thelir
own pleasure never consider their family ties or
responsibilities. She refuses him so strongly
that he gete ill, Taldt Hanim, adoring her hug=

band, in order to save him from death and to secure

1 id, s Pe 214,
2. LI ] p. 217'
Se M. p De 270,
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her own position comes to Neriman and says, "Dear
Neriman! I would like you to beeoune my husband's
second wife , « +" 1

Indeed thie is a most peculiar offer to
come from a woman. If it were not for the sacri-
fice that both Taldt Hanim and Neriman showed, this
family with two children would have faced a prose
pect no happier or easier than most of sucn cases

which end tragically,
A statement in The Pursuit of Desire by

Seza t9 her husbend showe clearly to what extent

men enjoyed superiority over wonen. She says,

If a man sees any drawbacke In di-
vorcing his wife, he warries several others
as well.....besides those he gets under dif-
ferent nameas: odalisques, mistresses.....as
meny aa his wealth allows him. 2

Her statement perfectly expresses the reality.5

A statement in ZThe Uitch made by Nagit Bey confirms
Seza's point of view of the privilege men hold over
wWOomen, He sayes to his wife, '"Even when you are

married to me, I can marry as many as I want « + " 4

1. Ibid., pe 268,
2. '] ¢ b PHI‘BUit f ] p. 39.

N Lrcument rkrem, NMemories of Yeater .
4 Huseyin Hahmi, e W » De .
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Polygamy was, therefore, the strong
destructive hamnmer of a happily started family life.
Huseyin Rahmi, by showing all these drawbacks and
evils of polygaany, opened the eyes and awakened
the minds of the public. All these sad instances
of the elfects of polygamy clearly illustrate the
points of the teaching of Huseyin lahmi, At the
sane time he dieplays his observation and insight
into such disasters, and admirable courage in ad-
vocating a change in the gystem.

On the other hand there existed several
reasons which made polygamy necessary as a purely
social safeguard. In a soclety where women were
extremely dependent on wmen from a financial point
of view, those girles who were left alone and un=-
married after the deaths of their parents and male
relatives, were dependent on the existing system
for life iteelf, daterlsl considerations took
precedence over the spiritual. A woman of those
days wae prepared to endure all epiritual griefs,
if she were conseious that such griefs could exist,

rather than to die. 80 economic neceselty wmade

polygamy useful,
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Furthermore, since men wanted to have
children, male children especlially, to preserve the
family name and inherltance, they not infreguently
took a second wife if the first proved sterile,
This was the more usual course smong men who loved
their wives and preferred not to hurt them by di-
vorecing them.

Again, esgpecially in the cage of sultans
and men of substance, the commonest solution to an
illicit entanglement was for the man to marry the
girl and add her to his harem.l

In sum, each social probleam was in some
way linked up with the others. At the root of
them all lay the common conception of the physical
and mental inferiority of women to :nen,2 and the
economic dependence which sprang from it. Huseyin
Rahmi proclaimed this cause everywhere in his wri-
tinge = the necegsity of recognising women as in-
dividuals, of a change in their soclal status which
would fit them for a nobler part in life, and of
emancipation from the rigid artificlal laws created

by men.

1. krcument Ekrem, 0 “

2, Necmettin Sadik, Kadinlar Erkeklegsiyor mu?
Are liomen as iden?, p., 184, Hayat Mecmuagi:
Life.
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Divo rce,

Huseyin Rahmi attacked so forcefully
the social eviia which he believed to be destroying
the life of the nation that we are not at all sur-
prised to find him facing with ecarnestness the pro-
blem of divorece, His attitude, recurring time
after time in hie novels, is that of a highly ine
formed eritic towarde a problex with dangerous
potentianlities, He did not argue that divorce
should not exiat. On the contrary certain situa-
tions in his novels indicate that he regarded it
ae a necessity in certain casee where family diffi-
culties could only be solved by eseparation,

He argued, rather, for a sweeping reform
of the divorce law, Ag the law existed at that
time, in accordsnce with religion, only men possess-
ed full rights to divorce their marriage partners,
in the presence of two witneaeea.l The sacred
family unit could be broken up simply hy proncunc-

ing the worde "Let your will be in your hand”,

1. The Koran. Chapter on "Divoree". "essecall
as witnesses two persons of problity from

amongs? you, and ?et up the testimony for
Allah.' The Jur'an, Vol. II, p. 687, tr.
Richard Bell.
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Many men grossly abused thie privilege and did not
hesltate to use it as a threat to their wives =

to remind them of their inferiority to wen, to keep
them in their control and power, and to fulfil
their own wieshes and purposes when thelr wives were
reluctant to obey orders.

Furthermore, with his keen and observant
mind and ever-vigilant eyee, HiUseyin Rahal could
not but perceive the dangere and drawbacks of the
contemporary loose interpretation of the divorce
laws, and of the unjuvetifiable and cver-~Trequent
recourse to this practice by men. Rightly, he
decided that the social status of women, governed
as it waé by such unfavourable social laws, was in
great need of reformstion.

This reformaation eould bhe realized only
by the recognition of women as important individu-
als in the structure of the family, s recognition
which muet of necessiiy be accoupanied by emancipa=-
tion and the attainment of equality with men, Yet,
if woman was to be given her natural rights, she
muet be trained to exercise them, The result of
the lack of such training is shown in Hiseyin

Rahmi's later novels.,
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His novels abound with statements by his
mouthpieces %o show the great privileges that men
had through being the sole party to enjoy the right
of divorce, Edibe Hanlm, the de jected wife, dis-
gusted by her husband's dishonesty and low charac-
ter, complains to Azige Hanim about the illegal

pregnancy and mlscarriage of Zarafet and Rabia:

What could I say? May God punish
them all.,... This bad luck wae what fate
had in store for me.e... It happened that
I was thrown in this house to live under one
roof with these shameless peoplé€s.... Any
shameful thing which happens to them means
that we are partners in bearing that dishon-
ourable deed and stain..... What could I
do¥ Is there any solution? I can't divorce
my hueband and say "Let your will be in your
hands," and leave the houseé..... 1

In The Living Skeleton, we come across
this sentence from the young girl Bénd:

It is enough for the husband and
wife to be strangers to each other when the
husband says, "You, woman, I left you!"

All the examples of divorce 1 have seen are
like thiBee.es 2

Ancther example of the eace with which men could

1, Huseyin Rahmi, §$ipsevdi: The Susceptible,
p. &82,
2. Ibidse, The Living Skeleton, p. 249.
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divorce thelr wives and of how it entirely depended

on their wieh can be seen in Marriage under the
Heteor, when Feriha Hanim eays:

If you get along with your wife,
80 much the bettelec.e. But in case you
can't, you could say "Let your will be in
your hand” and 8o everything is finiashed,
Ags you said, divorce is as much a right as
mareying l8sceee 1

Akile's lémenting and despairing letter
to her husband explains how in one second sll the
strong ties of marriage could be broken by one sen~
tence from the husband, She writes:

Do you remember the day when you left

me¥ I shall never forget that blackest day

of my life, that day of ill-luck for mne,....

when you told me "You are freel": when in

one second you pronounced that horrible sen-

tence which deprives a woman of all her love,

all will, happiness, and all her hOopeBaecss»

I fell in a corner, fainting, 2
iliserably unhappy and wretched, she shows how their
happy life wae destroyed by this "terrible sentence",
Immediately after her divorce, Akile'e mother-in-law,

pleased at having separated her son from his wife,

tells Akile:

1. Ibid.,, Harriage under the deteor, p. 296,
30 Mo’ I!}g Divorggg. De .




I can never allow an unengaged

woman to 2eeé Or be B8eeéNn bY A MANieee e You,

listen ecarefully! iy eon is no longer your

husband! He is a complete stranger to you!
Akile answerse, "How could I be a stranger to the
man with whom I have spent four whole years of ny
lifet And what about our beloved child?” The
mother-in-law asks, horrified, "Do you mean to Bay
that you dare to come againet the divorce law?"
Akile answers, "As he divorced me by uttering one
word, he could alsd marry me by uttering another
word, " s 50 easy it was for men to divorce and
marry! Could they ever enjoy an easier and more
powerful privilege than this complete auvthority?

In Coincidence, Mail openly tells his
wife, Saibe, "Ae wmarriage ie performed with one
word, it can also be dissolved by one word." 2 1n
fact, when one studies the heppy early years of this
couple, one is almost sztonished at the great change
which comes over the husband in his attitude towards
his wife. He eannot, now, bear to see her, he can-

not bear to listen to her or chat with her. All

because of his dishonest gffaire with johrets The

1, des PPe B8-9.
2o de s Colncidence, p. 251.
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relationship of husband and wife is loosened to
the extent that Mail refrains from civorecing his
wife, not becauvse that le not easy for him; it is
his fear of the parents on both szides that hinders
him from doing so.

One might think that the tragic conse-
quences which eventually befell this happy famlily
could have been avolded, even partly, if Saibe had
been independent in the full wmeaning of the word.
In that cas¢, being a recognized individual, she
might have had sufficient self-confidence to depend
on herself entirely and choose a new way of life,
If she had had the right to divorece her husband,
perhaps she would have done so without torturing
her sensitive nature, But being tied to her hus=-
band'e will, and being dominated by him Just as her
mother, granduwother and great-grandmother were, she
never even thought of attaining such a right to use
against his authority.

The Grateful One provides ue with another
clear example of how husbands could enjoy this right
whenever they liked, regardless of the disastrous

coneequences that might follow, The only thing
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that mattered to them when exercising this privi-
lege was doubtless to fulfil their personal hopes.

Nihad Bey, failing to form a liaison with the hon-

est and pure Neriman, a maid, suggests that he is
prepared to divorce his wife and leave his children
in order to marry her if Neriman insists on that.l
Seza also reveals the lizhtness with
which divoree is practised. She says that the
husband "by only saying to his wife, 'Let your will
be in your hands', could divorce and drive her out
of doora".2 He is free to the extent that this
privilege can he his safeguard whenever and wherev-
er he wishes, At timees this privilege is thouzht
of even before marriage. Juayip Efendi, a man of
fifty-five, wants to marry Binnaz, a girl of eigh-
teen, the pretty daughter of a well-known fallen
woman. The difference in their ages gives him no
hesitation at all. He reflecte, "I marry Binnaz
and reach my hope; 1if this marriage does not prove
to be suitable in other respects, then I leave her,

Thank God! Our lofty religion allows us to do
that." S Suayip Efendi's aim, undoubtedly, is

=
L]

L)
o
-
&

The Grateful One, pp. 214-217.

2228y § " 3
Ze Tbid., The Pursuit of Desire, p. 39.
3. Ibid., Toraman, p. 57.
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golely to attain all the secular pleasures he is
looking for, If he does not reach his aim, then
ies there anything easier for men than to divorce
their wives 1 and get rid of them? "Divorece in

n 2 Undoubtedly

fact was easier than marriage.
this statement is not expressed only for the sake
of comparison, There must be a loftier wotive for
it. To break up a family, to destroy a holy union
in life, is 80 ridiculously and easily practised.
Certainly this is not a small matter, easily over-
looked, and about which little can be done, Seri-
ous eteps must be taken to prevent and avold the
catastrophes and disasters that follow the fulfile-
ment of a man's wish, expressed perhaps in a moment
of anger or bad temper.

Since there was no limit to the right
of divorce, the man could marry as many as four
women at one time and divorce as many of his wives
as he wished. After Nihad Bey's first wife dies,
we learn that "he married six more times but each
marriage ended with a divorca*’.5 By presenting

these sincere, true examples of the abuse made of

1, C, linhite, 9 op VOl. 111, p. 197,
Qe Huseyin Rahmi, e Au Nightin

S Ibid., The liitch, p.

s Do 1570
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the privilege by men, Huseyin Rahmi successfully
shows the drawbacks of the contemporary divorce
syetem, Yet while he urges equality in the use of
this right, if it should be at all necessary, he
draws attention to the great danger of giving this
equality without education as a foundation for it.
“ith the overwhelmingly prevailing illiteracy, es-
pecially among woumen, equality could bring still

more harms Yie can beet see this view explained
in bis story, Hirmuz Hanim Divorces her Husband.

Illiterate as she is, Hurmiz Hanim misunderstands

a piece of news in a local paper and concludes that
women have acquired the right to obtain a divorce
as easily as men, She and other similarly illite-
rate women take boundless Joy in this and seek the
sligzhtest excuses in order to exercise this right.
Their attitude towards their husbands changee and
becomes completely spiteful: "Now it is you who
are at our mercy!” They all use this right at

the earliest opportunity they find, Yet in the
end they discover their misunderstanding: women
have not been given such a right as yet. Their

disappointuent ie intense, Huseyin Rahmi, while
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relating this, says:

Divorece could be as easily practised
by women as by men for trivial reasons once
they had the right. There must be stricter
laws to avoid such family ruin. 1

1. Huseyin Rahmi, Kadinlar Vaizi: The Wouen's
Pregc!;gg. DDe 9406,
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CONCLUSION,

We have now come to the end of our etudy
of the process, and the problems, of women's eman-
cipation, We chose to survey it through the work
of two novelists who, through their writings, play-
ed a considerable part in advancing that emancipa-
tion in their respective countries, Both sought
to educate the public and to influence social feel-
ing towards the adoption of a more hunane and reas-
onable attitude to certain customs which tended to
condemn the women of their time to a position of
perpetuval dependence on men, cven at the cost of
self-respect and hunan dignity.

Yet, as we compare the two societies
shown to us in the works of our two novelists, we
see that while there were fundamental similarities
in their refusal to recognize women as individuals
and in consldering them inferior to men, the con-
ditions, and consequently the problems, within the
two countries, differed both in quality and degree.

Turkish women endured sufferings, limi-

tations and restrictions unknown to the world of
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George Fliot. Their position can be gathered from
the various history~books of the period, from the
probable opinions of my grandmother as a representa-
tive Turkish woman of the time, and from the novels
of Huseyin Rahmi. From our present-day point of
view we can regard these Turkish women as the help~-
less victime of rigld social laws which prevented
them from enjoying the privileges which at that
time were held to be the prerogatives of men only.
As we have seen, the entire current of their lives
was shaped, through their dependence on men, ac-
cording to the wishes of the masculine world.

Lack of systematic education, widespread illiteracy,
with all its attendant evils, their inferior econo-
mic position, all tended to prevent women from de-
veloping their latent powers and from making any
individual contribution to the neede of society.
Such regulations and conventions kept women in a
position no better than that of mere chattels in
the masculine abode. 1t was these that Hiseyin
Rahmi fought against and sought to abolish, The
spiritual struggles of Huseyin Rahmi's women charac~

ters can all be traced directly to the conventional
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acceptance of the inferiority of women, by which
any attempt to leave the sacred abode, the home, in
order to become acquainted with the outside world,
was considered an offence against religion. The
result was, in many cases, tragedy. In his vari-
ous pictures of Turklsh women, one can perceive how
their statues was affected by historical, social, re-
ligious and perhaps political pressures,

Turning to English society and George
Eliot's female characters, we find a like unrest.
Yet how different in detail are their problems from
those of Turkish women] 'The limitations which sur-
rounded Turkish women were meterial and external;
the struggles and sufferings which made the lives
of George Eliot's heroines pathetic and at times
unbearable to contemplate, were spiritual and in-
tellectual. Just as the social position, behavi-
our, and outlook of Englishwomen appeared "shock-
ing", "terrifying"” and "daring" to the average Tur-~
kish woman as represented by my grandmother, the
rigidly confined life of Turkish women would have
appeared "strange"” and "intolerable" to their Eng-
lish contemporaries, Why then, as they were not

hedged about with the external limitations and
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regulations which deprived Turkish women of their
freedom, did they find their position so unsatis-
factory? Why were they dissatisfied with conditi-
one in which they were fortunate compared with their
Turkish contemporaries? I believe that the answer
can be found through observation of our present
status in Turkey.

Women are no longer deprived of legal
rights or social privileges, e are put on a com-
plete equality with men and with our English con-
temporaries, Ag can be Jjudged from the legal
rights accorded us by the conatitution, we enjoy
exactly the same amount of freedom in all things.
Yet in our actual lives, we are still disesatisfied.
It is true that with the declaration of the Repub-
lic we wmade a sudden break with o0ld values and con-
cepts which kept women in an inferior status. But
our customs and traditions, with the old sentiment
of close family relationship, still dominate our
fanily life and thus lead us to regard the family
as a widely-constituted unit, In this we still
resemble George Eliot's women charactere, who were
moulded by family ties. This attitude of hers is

contrary to that of the modern novelists who con-
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slder their charactere entirely as individuals,
Civil lawe cannot undo the strong and cloese family
bonds which have alwaye played a considerable part
in Zastern life, Consequently, we have now two
distinct generations, The younger generation are
being brought up in schools which teach them to de-
velop a8 independent individuals and useful citi-
zens, seeking to achieve universal aims for the wel-
fare of hunanity. The older generation give their
whole~hearted approval to the idea of national pro-
gress and the contribution of women, equally with
that of men, to the national well-~being; yet at
the same time they hold that their opinions, as
elder members of the family, must be not only con~-
sulted, but accepted, The new independent and in-
dividualietic attitude, taken along with a strong
belief in the obligatione of family relationship
and a deep respect for the opinions of elders pro-
duces a conflict in the minds of many of the more
intellectual women, This clash between two aluost
equally balanced forces leads to a sense of isola-
tion for intellectual women, with problems arising
for them which are more or less similar to those of

Dorothea, Maggie, and perhaps Dinah Mdorris,
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After the death of her first husband,
Casaubon, Dorothea undergoes a severe spiritual
crisis, which she faces with remarkable bravery.
This struggle is the conflict between accepted con-
vention, in accordance with which she should have
given up Ladislaw to preserve her material wealth,
and her own strong individuvality, which led her to
follow the counsels of her own heart without regard
to the strictures of society. The interference
of her relatives in thelr attempts to dissuvade her
from a second marriage finds many parallels in our
Turkish society, whether, as in Dorothea's case, on
material grounds, or for retaining one's social
position or for the sake of the family name,

Turning to Maggie, we find that she re-
flects in many ways a dilemma of intellectual Turk-
ish women, stemming from their consciousness of the
importance of the family as a social unit, Allow=-
ing for the element of caricature in the characters
of Maggle's aunts, we can recognize a similarity
between the Dodson sisters and those elder members
of Turkish families who consider it thelir duty to
offer gratuitous advice to their relatives, and

their right to see that advice acted upon. Inter-
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ference like this, extending to quite personal mat-
tters, led to a conflict in the minde of Turkish
women between their personal inclinations and be-
liefs, and their sense of the respect due to the
ideas and counsels of their elders, Again, Maggle
is prevented from marrying Philip Vakem just as
many a Turkish woman faced a similar struggle be-
cause the man whom she loved, himself innocent, was
connected by blood to one who had done her family
a wrong.

The parallel to Dinah Morris is to be
found among those present-day Turkish women who
travel around the villages in an attempt to bring
enlightenment to the peasant women, whose resistance
to the new concepte of individuality, equality and
independence ie all the greater because, of necess-
ity, their whole life has been spent on the land,
working together with their huebands and sons in
the fields, They are convinced that work of the
intellect is not for them and that it is none of
their business to go beyond the bounds which Hature
has set for women's work - the upbringing of
children and their part in the cultivation of the

fanily's fields. [Reasoning is a man's duty, and
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his privilege.

It should not be inferred from this that
illiteracy is as widespread among the peasants of
today as 1t was, even among townspeople, in the
nineteenth century,. The Turkish peasants have al-
ways been noted for the co-operation hetween men
and women in matters of day-to-day existence. AC~
cording to present-day law, primery education is
compulsory in every part of the country. Every
Turk has at least thie minimum of education., Cus-
tom and tradition, however, combine to arovse oppo-
eltion to women who do what is considered to be
man's work, public-speaking, aeting as lawyers, or
seeking government offices. Many ambitious women,
therefore, face similar opposition to that met with
by Dinah, in a village coumunity.

These exzamples show how Turkish society,
with its strong sense of tradition and convention,
contains, like English nineteenth-century soclety,
many women whose ideals run counter to custom and
tradition, and who must struggle or remain patient
in face of their environuent. Ve should not make
the mistake of thinking that this happens in every
Turkish fanily. In many families, despite attach-
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ment to long-inherited customs and traditions, the
children are free to do as they think right, al-
though the parente retain the aubobnnoious wish
that their opinion should be coﬁaulted and obeyed,
Even where tradition is more rigid, no conflict may
arise, because the women of the family are not of a
highly intellectual type.

The problems which beset Hiuseyin Rahmi's
women have, however, been stcadily disappearing.
The tragi-comiec superficlial aping of the manners

1. hae become a

and outlook of Vestern civilization
thing of the pasat as the country has established
its own combination of VWestern social manners with
the fine Fastern tradition of human relationship.
The problems of "Ruyu " ®  @hich formerly ruled the
lives of the majority of Turkish women have receded
since, with the rising standard of education, bilyd
has largely lost its value and popularity. The
nineteenth-century economic problems, arising out
of divorce and polygamy, have, thanks %o our Repub-
lic, completely disappeared,

Thua far, we have congldered this process

1, See Appendix I1.
¢ See Appendix 1.
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of emancipation from three of the four standpoints
selected at the outaset of our Btudy,l those of
our two novelists and our representative of Turkish
traditionalism, The fourth, that of the writer,
remains Lo be briefly outlined.

Having seen in my own country many real-
life Dorotheas, sdaggies, Esther Lyons and the like,
I wondered if there were still any of their kind
in the England of today. Therefore I made a spe-
cial effort to get to know as many English women
as possible. The conclusions at which I arrived,
after travelling in various parts of Britain and
through living in large communities of women stu-
dents, were in most cases rather unpleasant for me,
less because I was critical of the social concepts
and behaviour of the women I met - as was the
case in my grandmother's attitude towards George
Eliot's women -  than because I fear that we in
Turkey must eventually pass through the stage which
our Knglish counterparts have reached today.

It would not be right for me to general-

1. Introduction, p. 6.
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ize on the views of English women from the outlook
of English students, although I have met many. I
shall therefore confine myself to comparing the at-
titude of these with that of Turkish women students.
What strikes one most is the difference
in the coneept of family relationship. in Britain,
for economic reasons, the family means only the
group composed of parents and children, but in Tur-
key the family unit is wmuch larger, extending to
grandparente, uncles, aunts, cousins and even more
distant relatives, Consequently the English girl
regards herselfl as responsible only to her parents,
and not always even to them, as, at twenty-one, ehe
ia in law completely free. This legal concept of
her "independence" and "freedom” has seemed to me
most strikingly characteristic of the English woman.
By taking her independence too seriously, she de-
velops such an individuvalistic personality and out-
look that, wvnconsciously, she ignores the opportuni-
ty for the development of these qualities which on-
ly a woman cen possess. I should have liked that
George Eliot could have seen the length to which

her successore carry the concept of "individuvality”,
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and then to see how she herself would have reacted
towards it.

It is not, I think, narrow-mindedness
which prouapis me to dislike the almost wmannish in-
dependence of English women. I believe that woman
is the compleusent of, not the inferior to, man, and
that each must enjoy complete independence within
the limits which nature has appointed for them,
Equality with men does not mean imitating them or
atteapting to play a man's part in society. Ten-
derness and gentleness are, of necessity, feminine
qualities, and the work which women should do should
include such as George ¥liot likes her women to per-—
form, works of philanthropy, calling for affection
and the finer feminine feelings, It is truve that
the requirements of present-day life and its econo-
miec circumstances make it necessary for women to
earn their own living and to struggle with life.

It is therefore natural that they should demand in
all things the same treatment as men. Yet my view,
which will not be pleasing to my English friends,

is that man muet of necessity be master of the home,

though certainly not to the extent that woman is
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his servant, or a chattel for his welfare and com-
fort, On the contrary, she should be "Queen of
the House" of which he is the King, but these rdlese
are complementary, not competitive. In a concept
of the complementary existence of man and woman,
the two may bhe likened to a single orgonism which
can live and function happily and perfectly only
through the mutual co-operation of ite parts; a
strife between the parts can lead to nothing but
the deestruction of the two-fold body.

As 8 result of these obeervations of c¢on-
temporary English women, I feel that one day, we in
Turkey, in spite of a concept of family relation-
ship far stronger even than that of the England of
George Eliot, eand in apite of the will to make sac~
rifices for any member of the family without regret
or expectaﬁion of reward, will, sr a consequence of
our VWestern social behaviour, become sooner or lat-
er like the Englishwomen of today.

I have reached this conclusion through an
analogy with what has gone hbefore. We have geen
three stagee of development: first, that of Turk-
ish women of the nineteenth century, which had no

counterpart in its contemporary English society;
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secondly that of English women of the nineteenth
century, with its counterpart in the Turkish soci-
ety of today; thirdly, the "fully emancipated”
Englishwoman of the twentieth century. Just as
the counterparte of Turkish women of today were to
be found in nineteenth century English soeciety, so
it seems probable that in the next stage of develop-
ment in Turkey, women will resemble the present=
day Englishwomen, I fear that, owing to econoumic
end material pressure we too, when we reach this
stage, will loee our fine tradition of the close-
ness of family ties.

Yet I wonder if the study of George Eliot
and those like her, who preached to the public the
necessity of recognizing the individuality of women,
can help us to avoid the changes inherent in the
adoaption of the English concept of "independence”
and "freedom", Can we in Turkey penetrate beneath
the surface of George Fliot's teaching to the philo-
gophical basis on which her concept of woman's in-
dividvality is built¥ Is it possible for us to
conbine this lofty concept with our fine Eastern
tradition of family relationship and thus escape
the adoption of "independence” in the English sense
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of the word? If we avoid the mistake, common
enough in the fields of seience and religion, of
fastening on the practical application without
penetrating to the philosophical sources and in-
most viasions which inspire it, we may be able to do
80, WWith thies hope, we might look forward to not
becoming "independent" in the English sense, he-
ther such a hope is justified, or whether the only
possible "freedom” for women lies in the direction
followed out by VWestern women, only the future will
reveal.,

At all events, our study tempts us to
venture a further conclusion; women will always
be dissatisfied with their position, whether or not
such dissatisfaction depends on their legal status.
Certainly the complete emancipation of women is not
simply a legal gquestion, Judging from all the evi-
dence and the examples which we have seen, we feel
bound to conclude thet no definite limit can be set
to the process of emancipatlon for women, It is a
procees of mental and spiritual evolution, Having
pasged through any given stage, one finds fresh
cause for dissatisfaction in the newly achleved

position, This cause reuoved, we move on to
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ano ther ntage; and so on, throvghout time, albeit
with different valves and through new snd varying
forms, Yet the forms that we shall see will be

ghaped by the conceptions and values of women

themselves,



APPENDIX I.

THE __PROBLEM OF BUYU.

Illiteracy created one of the greatest
social diseases prevalent in Turkey at that time;
namely the Superstition and Buyu which played an
almost incredible part in the lives of Turkish wom-
en.!  Their whole-hearted belief in the power and
influence of Buyu and its consequences made them
the slaves of those who practised it = and who
were known as Hocas - to such an extent that they
frequently allowed their whole course of life to be
decided by such people. Although the Hocas also
practised the art of healing,8 their main function
lay in the handling of marriage problems, in the
marrying-off of spinsters, in helping parents in
the arrangement of marriages, in impoesing states of
mind and heart on certain people, and in removing
similar effects of magic from others. Supersti-
tion, likewise, filled the lives of women, who were

most prone to it, with hesitations which would have

l. Erciment Ekrem, Memories of Yesterday, Chapter
on . {Ifiirukguler; "Faith Healers',
2. Ibid. L]
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been ridiculous had they not been intolerable.

HUseyin Rahmi studied this deeply-rooted
social discase and considered its causes and its
consequenceg, and fought it in his usual manner,
Once more he drew examples from real-life situations
and reflected them with remarkable sincerity and
regard for truth.

His illustrations, taken alone, without
arguments for and against, are sufficient to show
the falsity of such beliefs. The tragic results
of buyu and the cunning tricks which the Hocas em-
ployed in order to bleed their simple and often in-
nocent patrons, are in themselves ample evidence of
charlatanry.

But he 1s not content simply to tell a
story revealing the tragic consequences of such
utter trust in the power of buyu for family 1life
and the lives of all who follow the loeca's advice
By contrasting various characters, Huseyin Rahmi
makes his own opinions clear, He relates, first
of all, the stepe which the iocas took to swindle
their patiente, thereby revealing how little their
art was founded on science or knowledge of any sort.

Yet we cannot deny the Hocas the mastery of what
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we today should eall the "psychological approach’.
Out of their great experience, they had developed
sharp eyes, keen to understand the character and
the social background of each new patron, and couvld
accordingly declde on the best method by which to
treat a petient to their own advantage.

In The iistress, seeing how her husband's
miatresa; Parnas, has extreme power in holding Hémi
Bey (her husband), Saffet Hanim cannot refrain from
confiding her suspicions and worries to Dudu, her
femme de chaubre. She says, "That woman Parnas
must be practising biyu. Otherwise no man could
be 8o strongly tied to a woman as Hémi ie to her, "1

In The Crystal iHleart we hear this con-

versation,
- latech your steps, Sema: you might not be
able to marpry luhlis.
- Why not? Or is there anyone practising
buyu on ugt 2
Thie in fact shows that biyi was rooted in Sema's
mind to such an extent that eshe thought of it im-
mediately as a cavse which might stop her marrying

1, Huaeyin Ralmi, The ! 1% resg, p. 280,
2, Ibide, BillOr Kalb: he Crystal Heart, p. 492,
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Muhlis.

Buyu was at timee practised to part a
woman from the man she loved. The following con-
versation between Vehibe and her husband regarding
the serious, though ridiculous, love affair between
her mother, over sixty, and a young man of twenty-
gix, reveals Vehibe's strong belief in the power of
buyu to part these two. The husband asks, "Why
are we supposed to see this Hoca?" His wife ans-
wers, "We want to practise a very strong buyu to
part my mother from Vassaf." i

In the directions that Hocas Nefise gives
to Saibe Hanim as to what to do so that the effect
of the buyu on Mafl, her husband, will be fruitful,

one can see how it was practised.
Hoca Nefise says,

Saibe Hanim, my daughter, now listen
to me. I am undertaking this business. I
shall save Mail from the love of that woman.
But you must do whatever I tell you. I
shall give you small pieces of blue paper,
Soak them in water and find an excuse to
make your husband drink of this very water
when he comes home in the evenings. (Re-
turning the vest to Saibe.) When he changes

1 (8 Ibid., How My Mother-in-Law VWent Mad, p. 57.
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his vest, give him this one to put on. There
is no difficulty in doing any of these things.
Now come and sit in front of me, let me read
something in your face too. (After reading
for ten minutes in Saibe's face, she blessed
her with her breath three times, then made
her drink some bleessed water.) iay health
and goodness come upon you, my daughter . « .
Now go, look at the asky through the window,
Tonight you'll feel much better, your trouble
will grow less . . 1

Other forms of buyd are mentioned in The Susceptible,

when $ipsevdi's wife recites all the possible means
she tried, including buyi, in order to recover his

good sense,

I have tried every possible thing on
earth to bring you to your senses, I brought
you water to drink from Pasmaki Serif; (2)

I brought you a piece of stione from lMerkez
?fendi 3(8) 1 gave( yt)mrlundergear :o be read.....
sewed the muska (4 got from the buyvicu-

Hoca between your jJacket and ite lining.....

I took decanters of water to the Hindiler
Tekkesi (5) to be read.....and made you

drink of it; but still you didn't come %o

your senses, Aszize Hanim has given me nefes.(6)
Every night I made you drink of its water,

8till there was no effect on you . . . Hany,
many other things I practised, but nothing was

1. Ibid., Coincidence, p. 200,

28 de These are places in Istanbul,

4, lHuska is a piece of paper bearing sentences
according to the purposes it will be used for.
These sentences are written by

5. One of the 5§§ggg, whiech are places where
people (usvally men) gathered at nighte and
practised religious rites,

6. Hefeg is again something like muska.
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useful or helpful to you. 1

In The Divorced, the mother-in-law tells her daugh-
ter-in-law, "I don't know what kind of kiiyi you
have tried on my son to make him so taciturn and

almost dumb,"” 2

All these examples show how deep-
ly a full conviction of the power of biyu had pene-
trated into the minds of women,

Huseyin Rahmi also shows how & fear of
divorce and separation combined with their illite-
racy and extreme dependence on men to gzive this be-
lief its contemporary strength. Being almost en-
tirely helpless and under the full authority of
men, women could find no meane of keeping their
husbands attached to them after learning of their
reletionships with mistresses. They resort to
biyu ae a cure and solution, In the work Coinci-
dence, one finds one of the fineet illuntrations
ever written of the power of biuyu, with ite causes
and evil effects,

Illiteracy drives OUlsum to employ buyu
on her husband through Hoca Nefise, CiHlsi sus«

1. Hiseyin Rahai, $ipsevdi: The Susceptible,
D 445,

2, ibid., The Divorced, pp. 12-13.
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pects her husband on‘the ground that he has written
pamphlets to declare his love to another woman,
Although the pamphlets are in her poseeszion, she
cannot read them, Fventually she hurries to loca
Neflse, who is equally illiterate but successful at
concealing the fact. [Hoca Hefise confirme GUlstnm's
suspicion, and in order to drag money out of her,
askes her to pay a certain smount so that she can
give a special invitation %o her "fairies and
4iinne" to consult them about a eolution, Gilsim
user every means, even robbing her mother, to pro-
vide the wanted amount of money for the party.

We hear of no solution at all of this problem by
Hoca Nefise, Vhat one constantly hears of is the
need for more money to please the faliries, for

them to supply good inflormation and advice, Pinal-
ly, after all the troubles, and the sleepless nights
poor Giilsim goes through to supply Hoes Hefise with
the required amount of money, one learns of the
false accusation and the groundless suspicions GUl=-
stm has held againat her husband., lHad Gulsim been
able to read she need not have gone to such a soci-
ally and morally dangerous woman as Hoca Nefise to
ask her to read the pamphlets. She herself could
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have read them and found the truth, thus saving
herself spiritual as well as na2terial troubles.1
Hocy Hefise, with her great success in
swindling, her great cunning in making people be-
lieve in her biuyl, is also a bringer of destruction
on happy familiee, By a strange trick of fate,
both Saibe and §ohret go to joca Nefise: the first,
to make her husband, Hail, who haeg begun greaily to
neglect her and their child, come bagk to her;
gohret, to make her lover, Mafl, who throuzh fear
of his parents will not divorce Halbe, leave his
home and wife entirely and marpry her, Salbe une
conseciously encourages Hoca Hefise to go on with
her groundless, useless art by saying, "I am sorry
to give you ell this trouble, but I have no value

for money. I will saecrifice whatever I posesess,

only to have my husband brought back to me, with
w 2

all our old love and understanding. loca Ne~
fise employs the knowledge she gete from each of
these in order to inflame the other.a Both women

believe in Hoga Nefise'e art and knowledge of biiyi,

especially when she relstes incidente and facts

25 +» Coincidence, pp. 19-66.
2e ey e 197,
Se  ibid..
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which only the person closest to Mail could be ex-
pected to know, Their utter confidence in Hoca
Nefise makee then give her generously whaltever
she asks, lioga Feflise in her turn, o make the
most profitable uvee of these two women, continues
to treat their probleme for months and monthe,
Iinatead of helping the wife by separating the hus-
band from his mistress, she enlarges the gulf of
misumnmderstanding between them, At the same time,
instead of helping $ohret by influencing Uafl to
divorce his wife, Hocs liefise leade H0hret to say
to ¥ail thinges which make him oven more afrald to
ao ao.l

At last, after all the tragic consequen-
ces have come about: the marriage of Hafl with
the unfaithful and disloyal Sohret; the evil ef-
fect of this marriage on his first wife Saibe and
her resulting serlouvs illnese and death; hie
parents’ ever reproachful atititude towards his mar-
riage to a fallen women such as Hchret, who de-
ceives him by her conduet with other men, Mail is
forever hauvnted by a consciousness of guilt which

in some way reminds one of Arthur Donnithorne's

1. mg.. Pe 196.
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sense of guilt in face of hie erime with Hetily Sore
rel, oreover, all Hail’e wealth ies equandered on
gOhret. No doubt the great responsibility for
these disasters rests on fHoea Nefiee, Having no-
thing in nmind beyond getting as much money 88 poOSw
gible from her vietims, she never refrains from
¢reating or widening discord between a happy couple
or in happy families,

By presenting the story of tnis '"buyieu',
Hoca Nefiee, mso openly and frankly with full detalls
about her art, Huseyin Rahmi teaches the publie
that biylcds, as exemplified by Hoca Nefise bring
to society harm rather than benefit, The digcov-
ery of her false fart“ is indeed related in a most
interesting and suceessful way. Saibe, Johret,
Gulstn, ¥afl and the rest, who have all been affec-
ted in some way, meet, by a not unlikely coincidencs,
in Hoea Nefise's house, There they all learn the
sad truth as to how thie Zog¢ga har made use of Chem
as a source of wealth.l But by then it is too
late %o take any step to make up for all the devas-
tation she hae brought about.

14 Mo. PPe 3?0*280-
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If Saibe had been a better educated and
more independent woman with all the righte we now
enjoy, she could have Judged, reasoned, and thus
made her own efforts to efface the cause of misun-
derstanding between herself and iafl: she would
not have resorted to a biuytcu with her assuned
power, to solve her marriage problems, she would
not have believed in the effect of this "art" at
all, and thue would have been epsred all the spirit-
val conflicts she went through, as well as the dif-
flculties she faced in providing the required money
for lioca Nefise, Above all, she could have used
her own art to tie her husband to herselfl by undere
standing his tactes, outlook, moode and states of
mind on different occasions. She would have had
a complete self-confidence which could have stimu-
lated her to face whatever difficulties and pro-
bleme she met with a self-assurance and will that
would not have failed to solve her difficulties,

At timee one comnee across men who try
certain forme of buyu in order to win or influence
a certain woman, Reyhan Bey writes to his friend,
Hugtak Bey, "I have got several love-potionea from

different "buyicis” so that the Mademoiselle will
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like and approve of me," E

In addition %o being called upon to solve
misvnderetancings between married couples, o are
range or destroy wmarriages, to keep certain men
strongly attached to their mistreessee, and t0 pre-
vent gertain events from coming to pass, locas were
aleo resorted to for help in extinguishing the ine-
fluence of love-~potions,

Saffet Hanln thinks that, by practising
biyi on her husband, Parnas is enabled to keep him

attached to her, %0 ghe tells her femme-de-chambre,
Dudu,

I have had recommended to me a very
powerful QQGQ living in Ruriosmaniye. To~
morrom let's 89 tnera and ask him to destroy
the effect of Parnas'e love-potion . . .
I don't care how much he asks me to pay. 2

Wle hear of ancther attempt &t the same thing through

Hasna fanim when she bewails her huaband's indiffer-

ence to her,
His eyes can no more see we!  Some-
body must have tried huyU on my hueband to

make him like this towarde me . . » 1f
anyone knows of a powerful Hoca, let me know

1. Ib;duy w, p. lgol
2, 1bid., p. 286,
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it, to destroy the effect of what's being

practised on him. 1
Just as buyu occupied a large place in the life of
Turkish women, then, other kinde of superstition
were also common, The novel, The liitch, is built
entirely on superstition, "When the first wife
of Nagit Bey died, a black cat had run over the
coffin, so the dead had turned into a witeh....."2
"Then Nagit Bey married again: this witch suffocat-
ed the wife.....his next six wives were all divorced
lest the witch should suffocate them too,” © His
third wife, Sukriye Hanim, did not believe the ru-
mours about the witch - that she supplied her own
children plentifully with various kinds of food,‘

5  put

and that she suffocated the second wife,
when one day Sukriye Hanim opened a locked drawer
which had no other key than- the one in her possess-
ion, she found that all the Jewellery belonging to
the witeh had disappeared, and a letter in the

very handwriting of the witch lay there instead,

It read:

1. .y ZOE%D., pe O7.
2, » T!}Q :;tg!!’ De 538,
Se 1dey Do .
deo idey Do 66,
5. bidey pPe 77,
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Necessity obliges me to take these

Jjewels belonging to my children. I shall

return them after a time, Isn't this suf-

ficient to warn those who don't believe in

incarnation?

The signature:
The dead wife of Nagit Bey.
Emine Binnaz. 1

After a great fuss about the witch, the supersti-
tion is proved to be groundless. A secret passage
is found between the roof of Nagit Bey's house and
another belonging to a painter, whose mother, a
sculptress, was an extremely close friend of Emine
Binnaz. By making a mask with an extraordinary
resemblance to Emine's face and wearing it, she
has spread all the rumours in the neighbourhood
about the witch, and all the consequent fear creat-
ed by her malicious doings. As for the second
wife, she apparently died suddenly from a heart at-
tack. Thus it is proved that Nagit Bey's house is
not haunted, and there is no trace of any witch.
In showing this, Huseyin Rahmi tried to prove that
a great many superstitions are held without any
foundation.

All these examples successfully illustrate

the harm wrought through illiteracy. If these

AR O O
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women had not had such a blind trust in biyu and
superstition, they would not have suvbmitted to fi-
nancial exploitation by women who exerted a subtle
psychological influence upon thewm,. With a 1little
education, their attitude would have becn very dif-
ferent. For one thing they would never have
thouzht of referring problems go delicate as those
of marriage to women so obviously illiterate; for
another, they would not have believed in the power
of potions to rouse feelings of love or hatred.
Considering these exauples one wonders
what George Eliot would have thought about “biyu"
and how she would have treated such a mine of sub-
Jects., Her treatment of illiteracy offers illus-
trations similar to those of Huseyin Rahani and it
is possible she might have used the Bame‘mathod ag
he did; that of building up life-like characters
and showing their haraful influence, and its conse-
quences to their victims, Yet Jjudging from her
treatment of character, there might perhaps have
been a difference in her way of introdueing these
examples to her readers, She would have given a

more "psychological analysig" of the victims, and
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devoted space also to the spiritual struggle of
the “Biyucus”, She would have shown them punished
more by their own guilty consciences than by the

laws of society.
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APPENDIX  II.

BLIND WESTERNIZATION.

Huseyin Rahmi wae not only critical of
the traditional fabric of Turkish society that con-
demned the woman to a position bordering on slav-
ery; he was almost contemptuous of the trend to-
wards apling the West blindly in every sphere of
life, regardless of the fitness of the adopted ways
in Turkish life.

The reaction of the wouen's world towards
the Vesternizing movement could not but encourage
him to carry on his fight for a real and basic¢ re-
form in the status of women. He eet about this
by painting, again in all its details, a faithful
picture of the absurd imitation of the ‘est by the
superficially Europeanized Turkish snobs of his
day, or "Zuppe", as they were called., Thus he
demonstrated the great harm which such people could
bring to society. Then, he exposed the abnormal
phenomenon of blind Viesternization on the part of
the Turkish women who in some ways surpassed men

in thelir undiscriminating reactions to Viestern in-
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fluvence = although these were largely dve to the
fundamental disadvantages of their position, al=-
ready mentioned.

Huseyin Rahmi showed the conflict between
the younger generation with their devotion to new
waye and Lestern ideas, and the old, with their
strict adherence to Turkish cuatam,l and thelir
condemnation on religlous grounds of everything
'alafrangg', aes they believed it sacrilege to imi-
tate the customs of non-iMoslen people, In order
to demonstrate this successfully, Huseyin Hahmi
chose to depict the life of the great konaks -
the old Turkish mansions = revealing the hidden
corruption infecting the older generation even

2 and holding uvp to

while it opposed the younger,
ridicule the blind imitation of the West of those
who disapproved, albeit rightly, of the old, rotten
ideas, Having done this, he returned to the finer
qualities of the national tradition, and invited
his people to hold fast to that which was good in

national life, alwaye ineisting that in order to

l. M. Berkes, "HuUseyin Rahminin Romanlarinda Kadin

ve Alle: VWomen and Family in the Novels of
Hugeyin Rahmi." Journal of Dil ve Tarih-
Cografya Fakultesgi, Vol.IIIy pp. 19-20.

24 Ibid..
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progress, his people muet strive to understand the
sound scientific and philosophical basis of Vestern
civilization,

In his incomparable work, The Handsome
One, one is given valuable information about the
absurd yet understandable follies of a real "Zuppe"
- gOhret Bey - anxious to be called 'alafranga'.
His whole aim is concentrated on his outward ap-
pearance and his (tragi-comic) way of walking along
the fashionable centre, Beyoglu, in Iahanbul,1 as
walking in such places was greatly in vogue.9 More-
over, thinking of how Europeans walk side by side
in the streets, $ohret, unable to find a Turkish
'alafranga’ woman,.forma a relationship with Hadame
Potiche. Studying Sohret's tremendous fondnese
for Viesternization, in contrast with his entire ig-
norance of its deeper values, lme. Potichb encour=
ages his superficial imitation of VWestern behaviour
to drag more money out of him, She suggests that
to complete their entire PFuropean look, a dog must
accompany them in their walks, Moreover, she takes
the responsibility of providing such a dog and gets

1, Huseyin Rahmi, : _The Handsome One, p. 21.
2e Ercument Ekrem, Memories of Yesterday.

"Sehzade Bagi'.
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hold of an aged, dirty, shabby dog from the street.
She dresses it 8o oddly with a red cap that when
they begin their 'memorable' walks in those fashion-
able guarters of Istanbul, everyone surrounds them

1

with ironical compliments and remarks. The ace=

count of how $Ohret learned dancing is indeed a re-

markable piece of comie obaervation.g

The eapti-
ness of his pretensioneg is further revealed by the
pathetic figure he makes in trying to discuss
French literature with some I'renchmen in the Tavern.
Equipped with some bogus names of French writers
supplied by his malicious acquaintances, he sings
the praises of a non-existent lrench writer, and
supporte his eulogy with some nonsensically child-
ish quotations from his "works", The Frenchuen,
being in good huvmour, encourage him to give more
information about his 'French writer', laughing at
his expense while he revels blissfully in his know-
ledge of Western 11terature.5 His whole occupa-

tion is to look after his Viestern attire, his stick

and monocle, hise Mme. Potiche, and the dog! By

1, Huseyin Ratmi, op. c¢it., pp. 23, 24, 33,

2e Ibag.o. pe 162,
Do LM-’ BPe 116-125.
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expoesing this pathetic, yet not unsympathetic fig-
ure, Huseyin Rahml, indeed, successfully presents
the excesses such people fall into, thinking of
progress and civilization in terms of clothes and
outlandish manners, while remaining a drag on a
nation with a genuine demand for progress in every
field.

In the person of Mademoiselle Anjel in
The Coverness, Huseyin Rahmi shows how everything
related in one way or other to the Vest had 'a
great market' 1 in Turkey, regardless of the qual-
ity of the import. Belonging to one of the lowest
classes of fallen women in France, Hlle. Anjel
finds Turkey with the great zeal of its people to
ape the West, the very place to sell her VWestern
outlook at the highest price. Her entrance to the
very conservative family of Dehri Efendi as a "go-
verneeg” to his children is through sheer chance.
Taking her for a well-educated French woman, Dehri
Efendi trusts her to teach his four children the
French language, French ways, etiqueties and man-

ners, in a word to bring them up as 'glafrangas’!

1., Hiuseyin Rahmi, Mirebbiye: The Governess,
Pr. 11-12,
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In the same yali, the 0ld generation with their
gstrict attachment to their conventions and tradi-
tions, are horrified at the new ways brought into
the family through Mlle. Anjel, The old KAhysa, *
Edd, is frightened at the gquaint attitvdes the
children learn from their governess, In a lament-
ing and regretful tone she says:
How ridiculous: How like puppets

these children are when they say 'Bonjurna'

to me! In the mornings it is bonjurna, in

the evenings sonjurna, and when handing or

taking anything, dercii  Their father, the

Efendi, almost faints with horror when he

sees his children take these Tfuanny poses,

and hears them say these ridiculous words

instead of standing straight in our own way

with crossed hands on their chest before

their father, and then bowing to kiss the

edge of his clothes. 2

A eimilar change in Turkish etiguette re-

garding the eigns of respect traditionally shown
to elders, male or female, affected the kissing of
hands which waes the proper and regquired manner of

salutation, In The Susceptible,

1. Kéhys is usuvally an elderly woman who manages
the household affairs, including finance, in-
specting the servants and their daily work,

a_sort of steward.
2. Huseyin Rahmi, The Governess, p. 87.
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Thinking that deftun was going to
kiss his twisted hand, Kasim Lfendi stretched
hie hand towards Meftun's nose, But seftun,
to confirm hie kind wishes, shook the hend
several times strongly in the Vestern fashion
then let it go. 1

"Dowing" hae aleo come from the Veat; "Dudu made
this strenger walk and walk until they came in
front of Saffet Hanim and then bowed before her,” 2
Again, "These poor people, thinking themselves in
a salon in the presence of respectable people, bow-

] 3

ed with great respect. Also, "After putting

down the address, he returned the card with a bow.“4
| Western table manners alsoc found ready

access to Turkish domeatic life, i1t was the cus—
tom to eat with hands, but Heftun ".....gave a fork
and a knife to his grandmother, mother, and aunt,
despite their complaints, loathing and unwilling=-
ness.” °  Then according to 'alafranga’',

veeecOne nmvat sit very gently and properly

on the chair, open the napkin and put it on

the knee, not hanging it on one's collar, as
thies is most impolite. 6

1. 3 'f!E Sgggeg;;gle, Pe 07,

B¢ d., The Mistrese, p. 237.

3. ibid., Egkiya Ininde: In the Den of Makes,
p. 168,

4 s The Crystal Heart, p. 439.

B, s X Hus ible, pe. 56.

6. Mn’ Pe 986,



One must not fill hie mouth either
while eating or drinking and muvst not utter
noises. 1

These are examples of the influence of
Western manners less severely censured by Huseyin
Rahmi than were others, In Fhe Governeas, for
example, nis strong criticism of the high valuation
of everything vestern is clear in the way he pre-
sente the corruption affecting the conservative
family of Dehri Efendi, known for its great attach-
ment Lo traaition, Himself noted for his dicta-
torship, conservatism, strictness and bad temper,
especially in maiters regarding propriety and fam-
ily honour.B Dehri Efendi does not scruple to have
an affair with Mlle. Anjel. [He punishes the X&hya,
Edd, for her discovery of the governese's relation-
ship with the bachelors of the house, Sadri Bey,
Amca Bey and vem'-i, Yet he himself leads the
corruption - which is later disclosed with great
scandal when ne is found in the wardrobe of the
gOvVerness.,

In presenting this ridiculous story,

1. Ibid., p. 97.
2 M: m GOVQ!'!}GB!, p. 1l1l4.
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Huzeyin Rehmi effectually shows how eaeily people
may arrive at superficiasl conceptions of hestern
1ife, while failing to understand its essence, In
spite of his tyranny and strictness in family mat-
ters, Dehri Efendi 1s snared by the fashion for em-
ploying a French governess and fails to assure him-
self that she is svitaebly qualified. Despite his
care for the family name and honour, his prestige
falls to zero when he is found together with Anjel.
The fashion 1ndced of employing a French governesse
had become so widespread and populer, that in most
cazes it did more harm than 004 to the family unit,
hence Lo the whole of the nation. Huseyin Rahai
shows that 1{ was not as Dehri Zfendi thought, sim-
ply the manners and language which must be learned,
but the principles behind its modes of life and
thought.

In The Supceptible, one finde a couple
declding for themselves, upon amerriage, in defiance
of the old system of marriagee arranged through
the gOruct (marriage broker): ".....because it
was heard that in the Weet the marrying couple

first decided between themselves and only then ask-
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ed the opinion of their parents."” B Uncéer the old
system the betrothed psir were not allowed to see
each other before their wedding day. But with the

inflvence of the Weet, they arrange all their pre-

parations themselves, as in How ¥y Mother-in-Law
YWent ¥ad. $ The honeymoon had never been known

in Turkey. Yestern influvence showed itselfl in

that too, In The Living Skeleton, one sees the

shocked reaction to the departure of a 'honeymoon
conple': "Tt was so terrible, no laughing matter

indeed, that within a week of their wedding they

left for Switzerland for their honeymoon.” S

The old seneration is frightened of the

'alafranga’,

Feyzullah Efendi had a national con-
servatism. He didn't want to leave Nuriyez-
dan illiterate, but at the same time he was
efraid of bringing her up completely with

‘alafrangs' education. 4

But then, ".....5he young men nowadays don't want

a« B

to marry illiterate, clumey girls. Therefore

1. Mo, l‘hg SggaegslbLg. Pe 242,
2. Ibid., How My Mother-in-Law Vent Mad, p. 165.

e 'Y Liv skel 3 Do 2T
4. Yvid., The Fiuel wish, p. 26.
hi oy

S, Pe 26.
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he decides to educate her but under a strict super-
vision, In this example Huseyin Rahai succeeds

in showing the misunderstanding of the word 'ala-
frangza' by the old, for they certainly did think
that education muet transform girls into 'glafran-
gas's The grandfather, for the sake of finding

a 300d mateh for Nuriyezdan, allows her a frill of
education, Hies concept is at fault, Education,
it is true, will give a girl accomplishments, but
these should not avail only to find a husband for
her. People must learn that educastion should not
be acquired for merely egolistic purposes, Nuri-
yezdan and her like must be well-educated and en-
lightened, with a sound ‘estern knowledge of science
and philosophy, to be useful to their country. It
is this universal aim that should be borne in mind
when Vestern education is in question, rather than
the fear that 'alafranga' education will lead a
girl to dangers,

A comment on another superficial concept
of the word 'Westernization' shows itself in The
Crystal Heart. Thinking that civilization lies
in appearance, Turkish wowmen, without sufficient

inetruction, slavishly imitate the \‘esterners in
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their dresses and in attending public gatherings,

Until recently the Turkish women
used to hear of balls, receptions and

dances. ihereas now with their.gég%;lggﬁg
drecses, they choose their partners for the
dances and write them in their cards, 1

A comparison in The Living Skeleton shows how Turk-

ish women bade fair to ouvutpace even the Western
woman in her own ways.
Our girls nowadaya resemble then
( the VWestern women) completely in their be-
haviour and fashions, Is there any differ-
ence between the two¥ They uncover their
heads, arms, chests, leg8..... Ie there
anywhere that has not been uncovered? . . .
They not only imitate the Viestern women but
even exceed them.....they dance in balls.....

Men and women swim together..... Nothing
is left to be considered shameful. 2

Another misconception is shown in {hen ‘omen sare
as_ien. Hearing that civiligation implies egual-
ity and independence, Nebahat thinks that so long
as she 18 economically independent, her husband
must share with her in the household managemnent,

looking after the chiléd, ae she herself is contri-
buting to the family budget. This 18, she thinks,

1.
2e




284

civiliaation.l

But the price she pays for her
blind misinterpretation is the death of the child,
through her own neglect on the ground that the
father should take care of it.

Women are by Nature assigned, Huseyin
Rahmni shows, as George Eliot did too, to look af-
ter their homes and children, but not in the slav-
ish way to which Turkish women were accustomed.
They must have their position and receive individu-
al recognition in every aspect of life so that
their endeavour in bringing up children will be
fruitful, If women think that emancipation and
civilization mean the sharing of every task, as
did Nebahat for example, then the result will be
as disastrous as would be the death of the child,

Another sad phenomenon of the same trend

is seen in The lomen of the Tavern. Drinking had

3 But women

for long been a fashion among men.
started to drink only when they gained liberty to
do s0 as a sign of "Westernization", and especially

when they began to attend mixed gatherings. In

1, Ibid., gggég Erkeklesince: ‘ihen iomen are as
den, pp. 75, 88, 93.

2. Igido s De o7.
e idey, Coincidence; The Pursuit of Desire;
oramane.
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thies novel, Huseyin Rahmi shows the deplorably
pathetic position into which women in the Tavern
fall as a consequence of thelr excessive drinking.
Their behaviour (for which the Turkish women have
always been praised and esteemed) becomes entirely
different, They acquire those horrible ways of
talking as if they were almost shouting, and of
lavghing carelessly without regard to where they
are, Their excuse was that "wnﬁen are Westerniz-
ed": therefore they are free to do anything, any-
where,1 until the police come to tell then they
are arrested for being a nuisance, and that what
is meant by civilization is not this anarchy.z
These are, in fact, Huseyin Rahmi's words.

In all these examples he reveals the
false conception of Vestern civilization then cur-
rent, People believed that by practieing the man-
ners or customs of the West they became 'glafranga’
or advanced. Thies belief was fundamentally wrong,
What civilization meant was not to be like Sohret,
Dehri or Nebahat, but to penetrate to the core of
Western philosophy and learning, and to draw from

1. Ibid., Meyhanede Kadinlar; jomen of the

T v '] ppo 41"‘420 :
2. IBI8. b b1,
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that the lessons which only then should be put into
practice in daily life.

Moreover, Huseyin Rahmi applaude those
of his own national customs and traditions which
bestow a noble bearing on women, with grace and
dignity worthy of their race.l But he makes a re-
grettable omission in not mentioning these much-
appreciated Turkish traditions specifiecally, in &
clear-cut way, and the same may be said regarding
the positive aspectes of lViestern civilization;
while he loses no opportunity of burlesquing the
blind imitation of VWestern customs, and of exposing
the evil and destructive Turkish custome and tradi-
tions by parading them in the nude, singly and col~-
lectively.

This stress on the exposition of what is
negative in the customs of the two societies, with
an equal negligence of their positive values, leaves
the reader rather befogged and perhaps in a frustra-
ted frame of mindg, Rahmi, without giving vivid
expression to what he thinke so desirable, expects
the reader to be already familiar with the tradi-

tional sense of morality in human behaviour, Not-

L. Ibids, pe 44.
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withstanding these shortcoanings, one cannot help
appreciating the contribution he has made by give
ing a viclent jolt to the complacency with which
the secondary position of women in Turkey had come
to be regarded; and an equally drastic and merci-
less assessment of the pseudo~iiesternization of
those Turkish women who in their endeavour to emu~
late their VWestern counterpartis, emerge as a ridi-
culous combination of East and Vest - as an
Eastern painting that has lost its charm as a re-
sult of blind retouching carried out with brushes
borrowed from the Vestern paint-box,

In fact, such 'blind action' on.the part
of Turkish women recalls Dorothea Brooke's 'blind'
attempts at learning and her devotion to an ‘un-
worthy' scholar; Rosamond Vincey's 'blind' at=-
tempts at solving her marriasge problem; and Hrs.
Trensome's 'blind' efforts to keep her son and
their estate under her thumb. All these, as in
the case of the Turkish women, resulted in nothing
but disappointment.
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