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ii.
bounding in every artery of the national life.

However spectacular some phases of such
a revolution may be, it will be found that behind it
lay a long period of preparation, There was a slow
gathering of forces, which the old orgenism is finally
not strong enough to contain. There 1is a slow relaxa-
tion of the o0ld ties, a loosening of the old shell,

a sloughing off of some features of the old organisa-
:*ci'c;ii. Then when all is prepared, there is the bursh-
iﬁé forth of a new age. It may bring on %pvely
features and create new problems, or new forms of old
‘ones, but at least it shapeé its own organisation, end
builds its own Fframework.

It is an impression such as this that is
made on one by & study of the eighteenth century in
BEngland. The century before the Industriel Revolution
was not a period of stagnation or repose. Industry
was not suddenly galvsnised into fresh actividy by the
new inventions;- they were rather the evidence of the
expanding 1ife that could not sufficiently develop
under the old arrangement. BEngland was emerging
from the practically self-contained and selfrsufficient
national economy into that international economy
which mekes a nétion dependent upon distant parts of
the earth for many of the necesgities and comforts
of ité ordinary life., The old system of transport,

of communication, of industry, and of eommeres



iii. _ :
agriculture, could not-provide either material or scope
for thé new activi.’cy. The latter part of the eighteenth
century was the transition period, when agriculture,
industry and commerce adapted themmelves to the new re-
guiremente. .

For at least a century before, there had been -
active and energetic, if unconscious, preparation, This
preparstion is discernible in various parts of the national
1ife. In the intellectual sphere, it was the age of Addison
-and Steele, of Pielding esnd Richardson, of Swift and Defoe.
The activity of the Royal Society wes an evidence of the
spirit of enqui&y that was eagerly searching out the secrets
of mature. There was a remarkeble inbterest in mechanical
contrivances;  some of the most ranérkable mechanicel té&s
that have been known were constructed in.the first sixty
years of the eighteenth century.

This intellectual curiosity,however, was not o be
allowed to fritber itself away on toys. Commerce was
ropidly expending during the first Fifty years of the cent-
'ury, and new methods of manufacture, new and speedier means
of communication , and a largely increased food supply.
were becoming more and more ﬁecessary. Premiums and prizes
were being offered as an incentive to the diécovery of new
machines and improved processes. Bubt the profits to be

made in trade and industry were much more powerful incentive:

to research and invention. There was a gradual relaxation
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of government restriction on the operation of.the middle-
men and of government supervision of the produce of the .
greatest dndustry in the'cauntzy, that of woollense

' In ﬁhe_comme:cial sphere, there was a remark-
eble increase in the middlemen organiseation, a rapid
development of postal communication, of indand navigation,
end & considerable improvement in the roads; there were
also the beginnings of the modern system of credit.
The whole world of business was becoming more sensitivg,
en@ therefore more responsive to the needs of both pro-
ducer and consumer. _ :

In the agricultural sphere, there was a breek-
ing away from the reﬁaining bonds 6f feudalism, a tendency
to consolidate farms, and to concentrate in the hands of
one individual rights of ownership in the soil, which had
formerly been divided amongst two or more. The desire to
mike greater profits made progressive farmers ¥ sh to
édopt new methods of eultivation. OSince this could mnot
be done under the common field aystem, there was a. great
- movement toward the enclosure of the common fields, the
re-claiming of waste and barren land, and the elimination
of uneconomical methods of cultivation.

It is the purpose of this thesks to discuss
some phases of this period of preparation; apd to shbw
how , in the spheres of agriculture and of industry, the
highway had been made straight for the entry of the new

methods and organisation that were %o create and dominate
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'the new gge. in endeavour will be made to show how
far the abandonmenﬁ of the old economic organisation
had proceeded, and to'whaﬁ extent the lines of the new
hod begun to emerge. hile special attention is paid
throughout to Lancashire, it has not been the intention
tofconfine the scope of discussion to that county, butb
rather to use it to illustrate the broader sweep of the
principles involved. Any ddscription of England is
liable to be partial , and thus make generalizations
difficult. Industry was expending in the north , while in
the south and west, it tended to decline. The worsted
industry of Norfolk and Essex had salready begun To move
northward into Yorkshire. The cotton industrybhin Lancashire
was already beginning to cause uneasiness amonge$ the
woollen manufacturers and merchaﬁts, lest the new fabrics
should spoil their trade. #Fth industry, povulation was
moving northwerd. #hile the date 1760 is adopted as roughly
marking the limit of the present enquiry, it stands rather
‘a8 a landmark than as a goal post. In the woollen industry
particuiarly, it is possible to take faets from a leter
period without invelidating the main contention of the thesis
There will be an attempt to show how the new
movements, which were to dominate the modern, economic world
* were &already groping through to the light. During the first
half of the eighteenth century, the systems and organisation

of a former age were passing away, and vhen the new order
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galned entrance, it found the "room more or less swept
and garnished. There were still many survivals of the
former system, but the great landmarks, which hed so
strongly characterised_the Pudor and Stuart regimes were
gone, and their places were waiting to be filled by the

ideas and institutions of a new world,.,"

&

l. Heaton. Yorkshire Tlorsted and Woollen Industried.
D247,
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CEAPTER 1.
TECENIQUE OF AGRICULTURE

Crops, Rotation, Pillage, Implements, Stock.

: We shell first examine the fechnigue of agricul:
fﬁr;.gﬁxing the period from 1740 to the outbresk of the Indus
trisl Revolution. Under this head will be described the
erops, methods of cultivation, implements and live stock..
so far as they have special 1nterést. e shall then proeceed
t0 exemine how far the change in economic structure and |
orgenisation has proceeded, and finally we ghall enquire
intoytha condition of the labourer, his wages, his food,
and his conditions of 1ife.

LancAs Before passing to these considerations, it might
SHIRE. be well since the bulk of our illustrations are fe be drawn
from Lanceshire, to glance &t the varieties of soil, and
haneé of farming cdnditiona that present themselves in that
eounty. Reference to the accompanying sketchl will show the
county divided roughly into five garietiea of country sidee.
The first is the northern part of Purness, most remote from
the industiial regions of the county, and described as con
sigting of "cragged mountains of lime and free stone, with

1. The sketch is a tracing from that in Holt's"Genersl
Survey of the Agriculture of Lancashire."” in 1795,Hol%
was & farmer at Walton, near Liverpool, and mede the sur:
vey at the request of the new Board of Agriculture.

The deseription is based in part on Holt and in part onm
the -V.C.H.. Lane'-ﬂhire ii .p.419.
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wnodéd‘iociivitias. and fertile vales.” Red sand stoene,
mill stone grit, mountein lime stone, and elay slate, are
the chief geologicsl features of this distriet. Husbandny-a
wes followed 1in the Yower parts, chenging to gress, and
£inslly to sheep farms in the hilly regions. Number 2
is the peninsula between the estuarfes of the Lune and the
Riddle, and is mown as the Field. In this, there were some
moss and waste lands, but for the most part, 1t is a fertilw
plain. Almost efery kind of soil is found in it, from stiff
clay to sand or bog. Those portions numbered 3 represent
the moors and highlands along the eastern border of the county

all the wey from the river Ken in the north to the south
_oastern extrenity of the county, except for two narrow inter:
vels. One of these is aiong the valley of the Ribble, up to
Clitheree, and the other is the eoal area from Blaeckburn
eastward to Colne. The s0il in these eastern parts on the
'mountainous slopes is thin, snd of a blaek moprish nature,
At the foot of the hills, the soil is of & stronger quelity,
in many parts smounting to a stiff clayey loam. . These eastern
hills are mostly of mill stone grit. Type number 4 is cbm:
ﬁosed of the soufthern part of Furness, and then a comparative:
1y nariow strip from noth of Lancaster to the Ribble at Preston
An arm of this distriet then extends up the valley of the
Ribble to Clitheroe, while the main portion broadens out to

incluée the Ribble:Mersey peninsula, and turning eestwara

includes the valley of the Mersey and tribﬁtarics up te and‘
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beyond Hanchasfer. Except for moss and wgste land,
this is & 1ow-1ying plain made paxfk fertile in'general
by ert. This portion reets upon the New Red Sand-Stone.
It forms what was in the eighteenth cgntury the main
portion of agriculfural Lancashire. The soil is mostly
a strong, elayey loam on a sub-soil of clay, which re-
required to be undcr-dreined to produce the best result.
Phose parts numbered 6 are the cosl-bearing areas. There
ig the narrow strip exteﬁding from Blackburn in the west
to Colne in the esast; énd there is the area from Prescot
via Wigan,_dasﬁward through Bolton, to Bury and Rochdale,
with a tongue running northward from Wigan to Chorlqy.
This district has a superfiecial soil resembling the
surrounding districts. The county is screened from the
east winds Wy the Bills on the eastern border, and be-
csuse of those hills, there.is an unusuglly great rain-
fall in the county.

One of the fifst things that strikes a student
at eighteenth century agrieultural litersture is the
recurrence of the phraseé "new" and "old" husbandry. From
about the end of the first quarter of the centiry until
efter the Industrial Revolution was well under way, the
conflict between these two went on. The "0ld" husbandry
which was practically universel on the arable land of
England, whether enclosed or open, is simﬁly the open fiel¢

system of fallow, wheat or barley, oats snd the third year
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fallow again. Insome instances, the rotation was a
four year one, which means ﬁhat a root erop, or some
kind of pulse, 1.e., peas or besns, was inserted as a
means of cleaning the land more thoroughly than the
ordinary fallow would doe But up till the end of the
twenties even this slight]l improvement hed made but
little progress. Edwerd Laurence , writing in 1726,
says that "Instead of three fields of tillage,(as the
common practice is) all late experience teacheth four
are better." = The first thing to break in on this
rather primitive system was the advent of some hew ecrops.
ISR Before passing to the quesfion of these new
crops, let us briefly exemine the staple grain crops
of the period, wheat, barley; rye, oats, peas, and beans.
ihest was considered the most difficult erop to raise
successfully end ususlly followed the fallew. It was

~sown at various times from September to Mareh. Of eight

different rotations, described in Lancashire, wheat
follows the fallow in six instances, in one it follows

the clover erop, which replaced the fallow, and in another
it was the third in the series after the ground had been
broken ups. In one of the instences, where wheat follewed
the fallew, it held this place alftérnstely with barley.

g T m---

l.Duty of a Steward., p.l80 -1. Published 1726.
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There were four main varieties of wheat
eultivated in Englend about the end of the fifties.
The common wheat, which was grown in most parts of
England, wes beardless, long-eared wheath each ear
carrying four rows of grain. There was a variety of
Spring wheat which was not so goed. A grey or dueck
bill wheat, whieh was grown in some places in the easten
conﬁties hed attained no general popularity. The
fourth was a red Qr white Cone wheat, a favourifte in
Oxfordshire and Berkshire, which had a white ear and
red-grained, hence the name.1 On cold lands and stiff
clays, such as are found in Hertfordshire, Staffordshire
and parts of Essex, varieties of bearded wheat were
grom. Other minor varieties had come into use in
different localities for special reasons, but ﬁona were
wide spreagf Byé was sown in the very pool soil in
XEx prefeience to wheat, and was in many places the
foed of the poor people'.5 .

The literatume of the peried abounds in
discussions of the best methods of preparing the seed
for planting. The most popular was that of steeping

l. Miller.17569. Gardeners' Dietionary. Art. Hordeum.

2.Mills. 1763. Husbandry. Vol.l. p.360-363.

5. Postlethwayte. Universal Dictionary.of Trade and
Commeree 1766. 2nd EBd. Art. Gorn. :
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in 1795, is to be believed originated accidentelly. %b
seys, "The first brined wheat sown in.Eﬁgland was the
freight of & ship that sank near the shore. The wheat
was rescued, and when sown, produced the best crops in
the neighbourhoodl By the end of our period,hbwever.'
‘the most advenced farmers were beginning =& to see that
the chief value of brining lay in the fleating of the
light, poor grains, which were then skimmed off, leaving
only the plump, heavy grains to be planted. 3 This |
principle of'winnowing to get only the best individual
grains for seed was beginning to be perceived . e find
Mills recommending that the seed grain be thrown to a
distance with e shovel, so that the light grains, falling
short of the others, may be separated. Others, Tull, one
of the earliest, recommendf securing the seed grain from
richer land than that to be planted. G

Earlier in the century it had been usual to
sow three or four bushels to the acre, and this practice
was not abandoned, even when Young made his journgy in
~ the North, but Mills, following the example set by
Miller in 1759, is in 1763 advoéat;nglthe sowing of less
seed, 28 being likely to secure healthier plants and a '

1. Monki Diet. of Agri. iii.290. Quoted from De Re Rustica
i. 47.

2. Mills' Husbandry. Vol. 1. 292.

5 - I.bid- 01 (] 289 L



larger yield to t;; aore.l Such advice wag either
anticipated by the northern farmers, or the idea

spread with unusual rapidity, for, in 1770, the average
amouat.of seed in the north was 24 bushels, while in
Lancashire, it varied from two buéhale in the south to
3% bushels round Kabers in the north. Thé average

crop from two bushels of seed or less was 22 bushels

in 37 cases, while the aversge from three bushels or
more was in twelve cages only 23% bushels. These
examples, however, must have been scattered over thse north
because the average yield of Fhexmmx Lancashire was

32 bushels, considerably better than the average of the
north generally.z :

It was during our period that the practice
of mowing wheat with a seythe instead of gathering ﬁith
the 0ld reaping hook was introduced. At first it met
with 1ittle success. In 1764, a letter from a Lanxcashire
farmer near Manchester shows that inovations in husbandry
often met with opposition. He relates how he attempted
mowing wheat many years before, but was unsunccessful
owing to the opposition of his labourers, who deliberately
sphiled a bit of wheat for hime "It was in vain for me
to contend; I had no money to throw awsy, and it would

— o =

1, Mills' Husbandry. Vol. l. 292,
2e¢ Young. Northern Tour. Vol 4. Letters 31 and 32
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have been highly improper for me to attempt enecountering
the prejudice of the whole parish; for my brother
farmers joined with the labourers, vowing they would
never countenance inovations in husbanﬂry.% This the
conservatism of the farmer united with the fear of the
labourer that he and his family would be injured, and
together they prevented the progress of the industry.
He speaks with some envy of a correspondent in Yorkshire
who has described the custom as having been in use
there for a long time.

There were fogg'main varieties of barley in
common use. The spring barley with many rows of grain
on the ear was the most generally cultivated in Englsand.
The secoﬁd woas called the common, or long“eared, barleye.
It was an exeellent grain, and much cultivated in many
parts, but some objected to it because it had slender
stems, and in bad weather, easily became lodged. A
barley with short, broad spikes, called sprat barley,
was popular round Fulham, and round Patney, in Hltshire.
The fourth variety, called winter, bear, or big barley,
was, on account of its hardihood, the kind most generall;
cultivated throughout the north and in Scotland. It was

le. Museum Rustiewm. ii, 564 et seg. The Yorkshire farmer
was a Mr Comber of East Newton.
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generally sown in the autumn like wheat, and often
occupied the place of whaét in the rotation. The
usnal seed was 4 bus. to the acre, and in this too
the principle of a larger crop from a smaller
quantity of seed was being advoeated.l In Lancashire
the average seed was 3% bus., with an sverage % yield
of 28% bushels. The Average seed used in the north
generally was slightly greater.‘being 3% bdushels to
the acre, but the greatest.yield_was from 2 bus, or
less of seed. Yield from that smount was 34 bus.,
while the yield from 4 bus. was only 30% bns.2

The varieties of oats are based on their
value as food for horses and for humsn beings.
of those for horses two kinds were mostly grown. The
Red xm oat was grdwn extensively in Derby, Staffordshhbre
and Cheshire. but though very hardy and specially
good in strong soils, it was seldom seem in any county
near London. The Black oat was extensively grown
for horses in the north, Round London a White Oab
was very popular. ihile a good oat Ffeor horses, this
was also suited for himan food and was much grown
where the inhabitants lives much on oat-cakes. Anothe

l.Mills: Husbandry. ie.417. The note refers to the e~
ceding information of the paragreph,
2¢ Young. Northern Tour. iv. Letters 31 and 32.
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o2t popular in the north as well as in Scotland and
Wales was the Naked oat, so-cdlled because it threshed
clean out of the husk, and so could be ground inte mdal
at homa.l

Oats were usually sown after wheat, rye or
‘barley. In the north they were grown more than in the
south, because in the soutﬁ they were not in favour as
a hﬁmanlfood, They occur Xmm in every example of
rotation of crops given by Young in Lancashire, in cases
following barley, all these occurring north of the
Ribble. In 8ll cases cited south of the Ribble, they
followed wheat. In one case in the north they follow
beans, and in one wheat. It will thus be seen that
in Lancashire, the fevourite time for sowing oats was
after wheat, With potatoes they form one of the staple
crops of Lancashire, and seem to have held their command-
ing position till the end of the cenbury, especially in
the north and east of the county, in spite of the rapidly
rising price of wheat after the seventies. Holt in 1795

speaks of them as the prinecipal grain, apparently beecause

&

they form such an important article of diet for the people
Later in his report, in criticising the rotation of crops,

he says, "Oats, oats, oats are universally sown towards

- -

le Mills: Husbandry. i. 406-8,.
2. Holt. Agriculture of Lands. p.24
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‘the north east =nd south wast of Preston for years
together except the chain be broken bccasionally_by
a crop of potatoes, and afterwards wheat.l
Considering that oabs were so popular in

Laencashire at this timwe, 1t is not to be wondered at
that the farmers of the county were conspicuously
sueccessful in their cultivation. They used on the
average 5% bushels of seed to the acre and reaped an
average of 43 bushels to the acre, except round
Ormskikk, where the yleld fell to 20 buse The general
average of the north was 4% bus. of seéﬁ with a yield
of 39 bus., though in one or two instances where 6 or
7 bus. of seed was used, the yield went up to 48 bus,
per acre. It must be remembered in view of later
discussion, that these crops were mostly under the
methods of the old husbandry.2

Rye, Pease, Rye and pease were grown in the northern part

Beans, etce.
-of the county, but very little if at all in the south,
as they do not appear in Young's account of the rotation
nor in his tables of the average crops of grain. Three
bushels was the usual seed, and the c£0p averaged 32 bus
for rye, and 30 bus. of pease. Beans on the other
hand appear in all distrietes. They sowed, usually
like grain, from 2% to 4% bus. bf seed, and reaped from

le.Holt « Agriculture of Lancs. p.26.
2.Young. Northern Tour, iv. Letters 31 and 32,
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30 to 40 bushels, In the case of all three grains the
everage ¥ield in Lancashire was considerably higher

than the ayerageifor the north in general. Rye was
nearly 6 bus tb the acre more, pease nearly 9 bus. more
and beans eight bushels more than the general averaga.l :
Other crops, such as maize, rape, and buckwheat, were

not cultivated generselly, and where found are of almost
purely locsal interestﬂ4?fmhe new crops referred to

were ariificial grasses, and the transfer of some

garden erops, potatoes and turnips, cearrots, and cabbages
to the fieldse. Under the old husbanary{ when a field
wags to be lald down to glass the procees was the very
eimple, but ® uneconomidal one of ceasing to till the
fielde In the course of three or four years a sort of
balance of power had been struck between the grasses and
the weeds, and it was considered as pasture. About the
beginning of the century, the practice arose of sowing
grass seeds with the last erop of grain, and by that
means, the grass had a start by the time the crop was
taken off, and a_swerd for pasture or meadow was ready the
following season. These grasses were partly native Brass-
es deliberately cultivated, and partly foreign ones
imported from the continent. White clover is an example

i

l. Young. Northern Toure. iv. Letters 31 and w 32.
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of the first, while Saint~-foin, Clover, and Lucerne
are instences of the latter. The position at the
beginning of the century is well set forth in a work
by a writer in 1700.1 These foreign grasses were
evidently becoming popular because Nourse, whiie :
admitting their undoubted advantages to the individual
vho cultivaeted them thinks they should be prohibited
by Act of Parliament,.because thelr use was 1OWaring
the rental of what was foFmerly the best meadow land.
He says that i enAGw. B feeding grounds are fallen at
least fifteen per cent since the importation of these
fomeign sorts of grass."g - Again,"lends which mere
not worth above five shillings an acre, after they are
sown with Clover or Saint foin are worth yearly,
twenty -five or thirty shillings per acre.ﬁ The second
benefit which he admits is really the cause of the rise
in v§1ue. "'Pis very true, by meamns of these foreign
growths more corn end cattle are raised than would be
otherw:i.se."4 In another place, he admits that the
sowlng of elover with the grain helps to supppess the
- weeds, which would otherwise get a start and partially

— iy - -

l. Campania Felix: Tim Nourse. 1700. Ch.ve Pp+83~92.
8. Ibid,. p.B'?

b« Campania Felix. Nourse p.87.

4. Ibide. p.SG.
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choke the grain, besides poisoning the ground for some-
time afterwards.l The arguments which he uses for their
suppression are evidently a last stend against an
inevitable improvement, and by 1726 seem to have lost
their force. Bdward Lawrence is unreservedly in their
favour. "Clover, Trefoil, Saint-foin, Rye~grass, are
improvement to the land by bringing it suddenly to
turf, and Imt by the richness of the feed causing them
to keep near three times as many cattle."z

By the sixties the ceultivation of these
grasses had cbecome fairly generel. MlMiller says in
1759, "Clover has been so much cultivated for near
a hundred years past that the seeds have been scattemed
over most of the English pastures, so that there are
fow of then that have not clover mixed #ith the natural

grasses." A writer in the Museum Rusticum in 1764

says that a "gpirit of improving our artifieisl

4
pastures seems to be raised in most counties of England."”

But another writer in the same publication indicates

that the old method of leaving nature to seed the
meadow was still very commone. Arthur Young, in his
"Northern Tour" gives some particulars of the

le Campenie Felix. Nourse. pe4”?
2+ Laurence. Duty of a Steward. p.184
s Miller, Garxdener's Dictionary. 1759..4rt. Trefolium

(Clover.,)
4. Museumn Rusticum: Vol.ii.p.60.
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cultivation of the most oommon artifieial grassese
In 211 the districts of Lancashire, of which he givesm
garticula:s, except aroung Garstang, which is on the
Lancaster-Preston road, near the border, between distriets |
2 and4, clover appears in the rotation of crops.l
In the north, round Burton and Hodme, he says that
clover is not common, but is sown with barley, and
produces 15 cwt. of hay the first year, and 10 or 12
the second, and they sometimes feed a crop. Round
Garstang. although not mentioned. in his -account of thel
rotation of crops, he says elsewhere that it is sown
with both barley and oats and is mown for hay. In
the Ormskirk distriet, on the Preston'Iiverpool road,
they have great crops of clover which they reckon more
valuable then corn. In the south, between iWarrington
and Altringham, it is used chiefly for hay, and yields
two tons per acre,z On the average in the places he
mentioned a crop of clover is 1 ton 13 cwbe per acre
at each mowing. [Throughout Lancashire, he docs mnot
mention any of the other artificial grasses, Lucerne,.
Burnet, or Saint-foin.5 From theee statements, it would
appear that one or other of the artificial grasses had

1l.Northern Tour. Arthur Young. 1770. Vol.iii. Letter 18
2. Ibid. Vol

3. Ibid. Vol. ive. Letter 29,
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become & regular crop in nearly &all parté of England.
The experimentel stage, if aot already passed, was well
advenced, and all the more progressive famers had
sdopted the principle of artificial as against the natural
laying down of meadow land. Thus far, the battle of the
new husbahdry against the old had been won, at least as
early as the late sixties, and all thaet remained was to
expand the areas until the use of the grasses was not
only genersl, but universal. Mills én his work on
Husbandry in 1763, takes their use for granted, and
concerns himself entirely with the best methods of sowlng
and feeding theme. ; The least known of these grasses
and one which bade fair to become ofle of the most popular,
especially on wet lands, was Timothy grass. Although
introduced from America, it was found to be & native
grass. The Editors of the Museum Rusticum in 1763
were ignorant of its charaecter, but their request for
more information called forth a number of letters from
various parts of the country, which are reviewdd by a
writer in 1765.2 Lucemme, however, seems to have had a
more difficult time to gain acceptence, and Burnet never
achieved any wide popularity. Clover was the grass that

l.Mills Husbandyy. 1763.
2e¢ Museum Rusticum. 1765. Letter 66.
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gained most general favour, and came most generally into

use in this period.

abbages ' The other step in the direction ofextending the
loggg. variety of crops was the transfer‘of some garden crops
to field cultivation. These were turnips, the introduetion
of the potatoe from Ireland, via Lancashire, cabbages and
carrotse.

Turnipse The growing of turnips as a field crop is
usuelly associsted with the nsme of Lo;ﬁ prnsend in
Norfolk, But while it is true that his high rank and the
extent of his experimmnts on his own estéte.did mbfe than
was done by any other individual to forward the practice,
the "growing of turnips in fields for cattle begen about
the beginning of the century.“l They are first mentioned
as a field crop by wWerlidge in 1689, and Defoe remarks
that theyf were first fed to cattle and sheep in Suffolk.
Nourse, in 1700, makes no mention anywhere of turnips,
or, in fact, any other garden crop, having been exfpended
to the fields. Norfolk was generally considered the most
advanced county of the kingdom in agricultural matters, so
when & Norfolk writer ways thét turnips were introduced
about the beginning of the century as a field crop, we
mey conclude he is speaking of the earliest general use

l. Gent. Mag. Octr. 17562 ."Rotation of Crops in Norfolk"
Worlidge. Systema Agricultura. 1689.
Defoe. Tour. i. pe5l.
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for cattle, since that date falls a decade later than
Worlidge's early recommendation, and nearly a quarter
of a century before Defoe wrote. Their use made little
progress till after 1730. In that year Lord Townsend
retired from political life to his estate at Raynhem,
and threw - his energies into improving his lands. His
greaﬁést contribution to the progress of agricultural
sclence weg perhaps in the direction of re-claiming
waste, and by revival of marling, and bu mixing of soils,
thus raising immensely the value of hitherto almost barren
tracks; but it fell to one of his minor improvements to
perpetuate his name as a farmer, It was probably
becausw of the well-known increase in the value of his
land that his experiment attracted so much attention.
Then, again, he spplied to the new field crop the principlec
of Tullis new drill hushandry with great success.

But in his day, andi%ill the end of the century
the common practice was to sow the tu;nips broadcast,
even where hoeing was resorted to. When the turnips
were & couple of inches high, thsy were thinned by hand,
or with a hand hoe. when full grown, cattle were turned
in,%¥k and the erop was eaten off. Toward the middle of
century, the practice of gathering the turnips and feeding
in the stables arose. Beddre the end of our period, the

culture of turnips as a field crop may be regarded as fixed,

and fairly general, but not by any means universal in the
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north. The literature of the sixties and seventies is
not concerned to defend their use, but deals mostly
with the comparative merits of the drill and broadcast
methods of culture, with the best method of fbéding them
to stock, and with means of destroying the ?est called
"the fly". This d estroyer attacked the plants while
newly above the ground. The various methods in use are
deseribed in a dietionary of agriculture, published by
Monk in 1795.1 but consisting of extracts from previous
writers. Prevention of the fly was mainly secured by
steeping the seed in different mixtures before sowlng,
or by rolling the ground as soon as the turnips came up, to
prevent the young flies from emerging from the ground.

The use of turnips spread much.more rapidly
in the sduth than in the north. Edward Laurence, even in
1726, remarks thet "turnips ﬁﬂich are too much neggected
in.fhe north, will not only fatten shee»n, but enrich the
s0il, and make reedy for oagts, barley, or wheat, without:
any special coating of dung.E In Arthur Young's time,
turnips were cultivated in Lancashirs, but not generally.
Round Burton and Holme, they stirtplough' twice, but know
nothing of hoeing. The high average value of £5 to £6 per
acre, he attributes to the scarcity of the product.

e

le. Monk. Dict. of Agriculture. 1795. I. 153
2e¢ Duty of a Steward. p.183.
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=Eys. Round Kabers and Cockeram, few are cultivated;
they are never hoed; but as feed for sheep and beasts are
valued at £8 per acre. Farther south, in the Garstang
area, scarce any turnips are cultivated, while round
Ormskirk, they are not mentioned at all. Even in the
south, from Jarrington to Albringham, there are very few,
They are rather better cultlivated, the ground being :
ploughed three or four times, and though hot hoed, they
are thinned by hand, for serving the markets. They
are used for all sorts of cadble, and are valued as Hgh
as £10 per acre.1

It will thus be seen that Lancashire was one
of the backward counties with regard to turnip culture,
in faet; the north generally was slow to develop this
improvement. Young remé.rks that where grom, there are
more unhoed in propbrtion then hoed, in the north,
while in the south, the greater proportion is hoed.2 The
scarcity of tﬁe crop is probably the reason for the
striking difference between the hoed and unhoed value
in the north, as compared with the south . In the south,
unhoed average £2-8/- per acre, and the hoed, average
£2-2-7d.; but in the north, the unhoed sverage £3-16/-,

l. Young. Northermn Tour,

2. Young means by the north, Lancashire, Yorkshire, snd
the counties northwards, and by the South, all the
counties south of Lancs. and York.
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while the hoed are worth only £2-14/-. The northern
famers had evidently not realised the value of hoeing
for the dual purpose of increasing the crops, and fthe
cleaning of the field.l Since this is the average even
of the north, wt will be seen that Lancashire is indeed
backward, since no instance of hoeing is adduced by Young.
But what the county lacked in that erop it made up, as

we shall see later, in potatoes; anﬂ the suggestion may
be hazarded that it was the vexry popularity of potatoes
that made the progress of turnips so slow. For even in
1795, Holt says that turnips are grown on a very contracted
scale, and even then, but seldom hoed. He also states
that the firét trial of them was by Willian Diciinson, in
the neighbourhood of Wrightington, in1764, when 8 acres
were som. Before that period, nomm were sown but in
gardens. In view, however, ofthe number of instances ;
mentioned by Young, only five years later, one must con-
clude that 1764 is too late a date.

Norfolk remained the county famous for the cultur
of turnips up to the close of our period. Mills in de-
seribing the turnip culture, says that in that county, they
cultivate great quantities of turnips for %he feeding of
black cattle, and alludes to the practice of laying the roo

2
up in barns. Speaking of the method of manuring the

l.Northern Tour. Vol.iv. Letter xxiv.
Z2¢ Mills. Husbandry. Vol iii. p,.165
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land for turnips, he remarks " This wey has become & great |
improvement to barren, sandy lsnd, particularly in Norfollk, |
where mahy persons have doubled the yearly value of |
their land by the culture of this plant.“l
P : ' While the Burnipg,was a garden plant, adapted
0TATOES. :
to field cultivation, potatoes seem from an early date
to have been a field crop. Introduced hy Sir Valter
Raleigh in 1588, they were at first a great novelty, and
were only to be had by royalty and people of fashion.

Bubt they did not at that time bwcome a common Adish amongs?t |

the people. In Ireland, by 1676, they had become as
cheap as 1/8d. a bushel, but were not cultivated in
Scotland uwntil 1683. By 1710, they are noted as omne of
the chief crops of the Isle of Mah.g It is generally
accepted by 16th century writers that they were intro-
duced into Manchester from Ireland, and that that county
was the first place in England where they were mmch grown?
They were first planted in Lancashire as a field crop
about.the end of 1634, and were an article of common dlet
in Dgncashire and Cheshire long before they were known

- -

lMillse iii. 153, ;

2. Lancs, and Ches. Antiq., Soc. Vol.XX. pe55-57.

3. Baines. Lencs, and Ches., Vo. 1i1.p.19 (Reigh of Chariles
IT.'"I%t was about this time that the potatoe began to
be extensively cultivated and used in Lancashire
appears from the fact that s protatoe market was

tablished in Liverpool about the year 1578,."

y A8
eg- -
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and TWales. In 1712, they were on the table of a Mr Thomas
Pyldesley, near Blackpool, and by 1746, are included in the
announcement of the New Church lMarket in Rossendale, in the
eastern uplands of the countye. In 1758, they were common
enough to be sold in Mahchester at 9d4. a bushel. Ben
Brierley of that period is énthusiastic in his praise of
potatoe pie as a common dish in Lancashire. It may be
safely assumed that by 1750 they had become important as a
field croy.1 As such they were but 1ittle known oubtside of
Lancashire until the second quarter of the_centuny; as
Edward Laurence, though mentioning @lover, grass, and
turnips, says nothing of potatoes.g In contra_distinetion
to turnips, they seem to have achieved their popularity _
as-a human food and afterwards to have been tried for feed-
ing cattle. -

The extension of pbtatoe culture beyond Lancas-
hire, began about 1730, and by 1763, had become established
in almost evexry part of the coun‘sr’y.5 By that time,
Lancashire was famous for its culture of potatoe, so that
the method of cultivation in that county will give the best
idea of the progress that had been made 8t the close of our
period. %or this purpose, the particulars given by Arthur

——— -

l. Lancs, and Ches. #ntig. Soce. Vol,xx. p.55-57.
2+ Duty of a Steward. 1726.
3. Mills Husbandry.l763. Vol 3. p.182
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t0 our date. They are mentioned iqbll the distriects
frofs north to south, though more would e grown near
the large centres of population than in the more remote
districts. The following sentence from & report in
1795 may be taken as describing the condition in 1770
with the necessary allowance for smsaller population.
"In the neighbourhood of every large town, you find
extensive Tields of pobpatoes generally; dubt in distant
parts of the country, no such thing is seen, except in
some parbs of Lancashire and Cheshire, near to the Canal?'
Phey had become & common article of diet, not only for
the poor, but for the rich, who ét first had seorned
them.5

- The usual mode of preparation varied from
north to south. Round Kabers in the north the land was
ploughed first, and the plants were weeded. The same
procedure was followed round Ormskirk and near Liverpool,
and in each case, the crop was about 150 bushels to the
acre. Round Garstang, and on the road between Warrington
and Altringham in the south, the groundlwas dug first,
and the plants were hand-weeded, and in the latter dis-
trick, hend-hoed as well. The crop round Garstang

- -

X8 le Young.Northern Tour.iv.Let.27. |
Z2eRepe of Com. of the Bd.of Agric. on Culture & Use of Potatoes..
Pe120,als0 Enfield; Hist. of Iiv.1774.p.5. The cultivation of |
potatoes has of late been so much sttended to in this count
that the husbendmen often depdnds more u- ' !
potatoes than of wheat or any other € upon a good crop of
3¢ Ibid.p.159.Hints from Holt of ”alton?rain.
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reached 380 bushels, ond near Altringham as much as 700
bushels. Tﬁese seemingly enormous crops must be discounted,
as Young was referring to & bushel of 48 pounds instead of
the usual one of.go. He notes that o211 the best crops are
from ground that was dug rather than ploughed. The general
method of sowing was to plant +the sets separately from 8"
to 10" each way. The common objection to their cultivation
wes the want of a market, so that they do not seem to havé
been in general favour for cattle. In fact, they never
equalled thé tumnlp or carrot for this purpose. Where so
fed, they were boiled by steam in specislly constructed
boilers. At a2 laster date, Holt remarks that potatoes were
commonly eaten with meat instead of bread, and he thinks
that this accounts partly for the much lower consumption
of bread in the north than in the south.l

Carrots. The culture of carrots in Lancashire is not men-
tioned by Young is his tour of the North, although sometime
in the fiffies, they had begun to be sown as a field crop.
Mills says in 17652that this "useful and profitable practice

,,,,,

- -

l. Committee oy Potatoes. In a letter to the Committee,

Holt advocates the extention of the Lancashire custom
of eating boiled potatoes with meat. Potatoes afford two
meals a day to meny families of the labouring class,"There
are many families in the northern counties which never
o2l bread except at tea."
2« MiIIls. VoI.ii1,p.193. "Of late years this rogt¢ has been

cultivated for feeding cattle in the fields of Engleng,"
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country. Miller thinks that an acre of carrots will feed
more cattle than 3 acres of turnips. A writer in the
Mugeum Rusticum quotes experimmnts to prove that they are
specially good for dogs and hunting horses.1 A 1itte
later, Young sums up by sgying that the whole turmn of
evidence shows them to be superidr food for horses.2 But
in spite of these supporters., carrots as a field crop
for cattle never secm to have had any real chence of ousting
turnips from populervfavour. . :
Cabbages. In a similar wgy, cabbeges are not mentioned &
in Lencashire, and if grown as a field crop at all in ou
period, it was only by a few experimenters. In some few
places, probably wﬁere the soll was specially favourable,
they .were grown ag'a milk producer for dalry cattle.
Cabbsges required a more intensive tillage of the sofl than
was common at that tim_e,5 and so had 1little chance of coming
into generel use. Young quotes one instance of an experi-
ment in Yorkshire. The famer sowed thirty-six acres with
cabbages for'@ilk cows, and fatting beasts, and reckoned a
profit of £11-9/- per acre.4
I0TATION The firgt effect éf'thé'introduction of new crops
'mﬁggaeg. 1. Museum Rusticum .i.BSE:H;;“£763.
2. Young. Annalsg of Agriculture.hi. 144. in 1784.
3¢ Mills.Husbandry. iii. 147. :
4. Young.Northern Tour. ii.109. In this connection he alse

s ays that cabbages give 5 times the profit of turnips Fe
cattle feeding and aréd a much more certain zyop.
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was to slter the rotébion. Farmers found that turnips , ins
stead of imﬁoverishing the 8o0il, enriched and cleaned it
and nade it possible to eliminate the unproductive year of
fallow, Mills speaks of this effect thus, "Since Camillo
Tarello - (an Italian write r of a couple of centuries
before' not much attention had been paid to this impor{')ant
point of husbaz;idry(the chenging of crops on a rational |
principie’ t111l lately, when the culture of turnips prob-
aﬁly'gave the useful hint; the farmer observing that his
land, instead of being impoverished by thet root was
enriched and prepared to yield a better crop of barley
in the spring." He also quotes from the Report of a Sochety
in Scotland, "sSome crops as pease, besns, clover, and all
plants of the pulse kind are enrichers and cleansers of
the earth.E The first improvement lay in substituting the
four sousse tillage for the three field system, This
institution of the fourg course husbendry is ususlly att-
ributed to Townshend in Norfolk. But as we find it advocat-
ed by Edward Laurence in 1726, four years before Townshend
retired from polities, and advocated not as & theory, but
as the result:of e@perience, we would conclude that it was
somewhat in vogue before, and that the publicity attending
the work of Townshedd led many to attrdbute its origin to
l. Parello made a repc;::“f;.t;r.l agriculture to the Senate of

Venice in 1566, Noted by Mills.Husbandry.i.346 et sSeq.
2. Millse. Husbl@mdry. I.p355-6. :
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him. The rotetion Laurence recommends is based on the
culture of pulse. After the fallow, there is to be & crop
of whaat or barley, then pease or beans or both, then oats,
and the fourth year fallow again.l
It was in the application of this rotation to the

use of clover and turnips thaf‘Townsheﬂﬂ rendered dist;nct-
service, and his plan came to be called the Norfolk hus-
bandry. Naturally the knowledge of the recuperative power
of clover and roots on the soil, reaching many minds and
being apnlied to different kinds of soidl, led to great
variety 3 the rotations used in different parts of the
country. This diversity of rotation is well illustrated

id an article contributed to the Gentlemen's Magazine in
1752. It gives the cours- of husbandry in 2ll the arable
fields bn an enclosed farm of 267 acres, from 1739 to
1751. There were twelve fields, and the course of husbandry
extends over thirteen seasons. In only two fields was there
a fallow, and in neither more than once during the whole
time. In six of the fields the land lay untilled for one
~or two years at the beginbing, but this was becauée it had
been freshly marled, and the practice not to till for a
couple of years after that operation, In six of the fields

L RN R ]

l.Laurence. Duty of Steward: pp.l80-1 See supra.p.6.
Laurence, as & surveyor of estates for gentlemen owmers
had seen Eng;ish agriculture in manycounties, and was

doubtless basing his recommendation on a. faj
Ls. u a g
observation, e
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In no two fields was the rotation éﬁe sﬁmg. but there
is a common principle to be traced. The gfainfiiopsz  :
are mostly wheét and Dbarley, with pease Enﬁﬁxatx 5
occurring in each of seven fields, and oats in one.

For the rest the wheat_ﬁnd barley are intersperped wihh
crops of clover or turnips. The clover occurs once,
twice or thiice in succession; The turnips are always

1
followed by & grain crop.

This diversity of rotetion in the home farm
of an estate in such an advanced county =s Norfolk
porbably represents the high water mark of advance in
that respect. The land is made as productive as
possible by advanced methods of tillage, and by re-
placin g the unproductive fallow with profitable crops

such as clover and turnips, which reinvigorate the soil,

end are mubh better for clearing it of weeds. The more
usual side of the picture of the dey is found in Young's
account of the rotation prevalent in Lancashire in 1?70.2

Between ﬁarrington and Prescot, we find the
old three field system still in vogue on some famms,
though others are more advanced and have introduced
clover for the fourth year. Round Holme in the north

- -

1. Gente MageOct. and Nov. 1752. For the rotetion in full
see Appendix 1.
2+ Young.Northern Tour.iii.Letter 18,
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s Pome farmers allowed the land to lie to its own grass
after a fallow and three grain cropse. Others fallow,
and after two grain crops and & year of clover, sllow
four grain crops, and then let it lie to ats owﬁ grass.
For this, Young delightfully remarks, "The slovens
deserve to be hanged."x For the same offence round
Garstang after three.grain crops, and one of beans,
he is not so drastie, but egégiiy garcastic." They
leave the land to gtraze 1tself, and they assured me very
. gravely the greas was excellent.” In the district
round Kebers and Cockeram, near Lancaster; the three
course system is mitigated by a crop of beans in the
gixth year, meking the rotation a mixture of the three
and four courses. Round Ormskirk, however, they are
somewhat more progressive, for the rosstion after breaking
up the graess is oats, wheat, barley, oats, & recuperative
cron of vetches, then barley, followed by a three or
four year course of clover, after which it comes to graas
itself, and "excellent grass it must be". On the road
from Warrington to Altringhem, the ordinary four course
‘rotation of fallow, two grain crops and clover is sppar-

ently the most prevalent. Thes we have in Lancashire

——
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a pleture of a state of things very 1ittle'a¢vanced
beyond the four course system, come of the remoter dis-
tricts being still under the mncient three yearf system.
Of course, this condition is everywhere in the county
mitigated by the numerous fields of potatoes, nome of
which are included in the specimen rotations. And we
must note too that Lancashire was more a grass country
than an arable, except in the north., This will become
more evident wheﬁ we come to discuss the size of farms
and the effects of enclosure. Englend as a vhole may
be taken as being, on the eve of the Industrial
Revolution on the way between the somewhat badkwérﬂ
condition of Lancashire and the very advanced stage're“
presented by the Norfolk farm described above.

These changed& of rotation are but the flying col-

.umns of the advance, appearing in meny cases long before

the main battle was joined on the question of tillsage.
In the minds of meny, the new husbendry and the horse-
hoeing of Tull were synonymous. Others ook a broader
view and recognised the changing of crops as an integral
pert of the struggle. Clover was introduced extensively
after the restoration, and turnips spread to the fields
soon after the heginning of the century.  The sdvance
guard of the new tillage appeared in the person of
Jethro Tull in 1776, ably supported a few years later by

fowmshend at Raynham, who gave Tull's principles
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currency by applying them successfully to his own.

extensive estates. : 4
HOLL Jethro Tull published in 1726 his work on

"The Horse hoeing Hasbandry." He believed thaet the plant
food was found only on the superficieﬁbr outer surface
of the particles of soil. Therefore; if plants are to
get the maximum of food, the soil must be broken into

a8 meny perticles as possible, so that the roots of the

plent mgy come into contact with the maXimum number oiff
surfaces. This fine division of the soil aids in
enother way; being loose and fine, the soil presents
no great obstacle to the roots, which are able to push
their way much farther through the soil, and so a greater

root surface is exposed to the freshly divided soil.
This division of the soil msy be obtained either by the
application of manure, or by cultivation.l

Of the two methods,~Tull pinned his faith %o

cultizgtion. Menure was only valuable as it hastened
the process of pulverisation, and he says that after
long experiénce, notwithdtanding the benefit, I have
these several years left it off, finding that a little
more hoeing'wili-supply it at much less expense. He
tells of some neighbouring farmers who had accidentslly
discovered the adventasze of more ploughing through the

l. Tull's Husbendry.Cobbett's Editn.1829.p.68.
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failure of’ the cropsvd@irst planted, when they had to plough
again before planting the new crop.

Tull mighf have carried the community with him
thus far as is shown by the spread of double plﬁughing
in his own county. But he extended his principle to the
hoeing of the plants while they were actually growing,
arguing that the soil needed the henefits then even more
than before the seed 'was sown. He was simply applying
the principle of vimayard culture to the crops of ordinary
farming. To do this, the seed must be sown in rows, far
enough apart to permit a plough to work amohgsf theme The
result was that less seed was required, the crops were
larger and healthier, they would not be so much injured by
dry weather, and in the end, there would be a much greater
yield, with less expense. '

There were two great objections in the minds of the
fgrmers. They could not conceive how a field so scantily
supplied with pibnts could produce as much graiﬁ a8 one
sown in the old way; and ﬁhey'could not understand that
opening up the soil and pulverising it could possibly
conserve the moisture. Tull says that hoed plants need less
moisture because they are better nourished and the hoeing
lets the dew seep into the soil as it cannot do under the
‘ordinary tillage. Moreover, hoeing increases the number of
roots, and consequently the area of soil from which the

plant draws moisture.
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Then, again, his opponents fastened upon his comparative
disrégard of manure. The fact that for twelve years in

successiol he raised a good crop of wheat on the same
field without any manure was to them an interesting curiosity
but by no means of practical value. They foiled to undsr~
stend his argument that = almost the only work of the -
manure wés to assist by its ferment and decay in the
pulverisation of the soil.

The fact that he was a stranger in his county
made the neighbouring farmers suspdcious of his improvements.
This was accentuated by his almost continuous illness,
which would cut him off to a great extent from assqcia‘bion
with his'neighbours.l He also lacked the prefiige of
title and large estates, which no doubt assigted the success
achieved by Townshend. The latter had a further advantace
in that he applied +the new ideas not only to land hitherto
fairly suceéssfql, but.to barren, sandy land, which had
formerly yielded little or nothing. To see the desert
yieldéng fruit was more convineing than to see the fruitful
field more fruitful . Again, Townshend manured extensively,
and revived the ﬁractiee of marling, on & large scale.

He was not so much a slave to & theory as Tull, and while
admitting the value of the principles, he incorporated
them into his own system instead of setting them up as a

new system. Hence his examplé whs followed over most of

le Tull's Husbandyy. (1829 Bd.' Author's Preface.p.l.
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Norfolk, while Tull was practicelly unimitated in his
own county during his lifetime.
4 further obstacle in the way of victory for
Pullism husbandry was the necessity for new implements.
Their expense was & barrier to all the small famers,
end even as late ag the sixties, very few arftisans could
construct thems = So it was left for.the progressive
landlords with money and initiative to get implements
specially constructed, and to make the experiment necessary
before Tull's ideas could spread. Tull's insistence on
applying the methods to grain may also have been a retard-
ing influence. The obvious application of the ideas
wes to roots, which were already being thimmed and hand-
hoed in some parts. Bubl even as late as 1759, so pro-
gresgive a cultivator as Miller, is noting as an improve-
ment that he has placed potatoes in rows three feet apart
in order to introduce the horse hoe amongst t'hem.2
Nevertheless, the ideas of the new husbandry were

not neglected. .Byh1?65, nearly every writer is conviﬁced
of their value, and there is a general feeling that the o0ld
methods are westeful, and the the refuge of the indolent
and ultfa*conservative. Though the battie againgt

1l. Museum Rusticum, 1iv. 1465-9,The writer thinks that Tull's
implements are still the best made public. He says "I
Imow not any workmen who can make Mr Tull's drills, and
believe these instruments are as vyet in very few hands.'

&e Miller. Quoted in Mill's Hushandry.iii.1lS6.



conservafism and in some cases indolence amongst the

magss of the farmers was not mme won, there were mesy eag
er experimenters in many parts of the country. In France,
mull's ideas had been enthusiastically taken up by

Du Hamel, whose work on the drill husbandry is extensively
quoted by Mills in 1763. Chateau Fieux, another French
adherent of Tull, had invented implements to carry out
drill husbandry, end the experience of another Frenclman,
M. de Turbilly, is noted. "He has doubled the number of
inhabitents on his estate, and quaedrupled his produce,

end this not oy a small farm, but over & large extent of
country." At the seme time, Mills laments that English-
men have never given Tull's principles a fair triel,

ﬁbut have left the natiop our rival in glory, to determine
its intrinsic merif.“l Neverthelesgs, he puts férward the
result of some experiments made in Englend and Ireland
which clearly show the superiority of fhe new methods.

Postlethwayte quotes an experiment from a source apparente

2

ly independent of the agricultural writers. This
gentleman claims that in twenty years on ten acres he had
a surplus profit of £135 to the credit of a %?w hiisbandry

ds Mdler 11.p.2%3
2+ Posthethwayte. Universal Dictionary.Art. Husbandry.
e lMuseum Rusticum, iv. p.81l.
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his profit in nine years on twenty acres as £149 more
than by the common husbandry. An Irish farmer reports
that on 40 acres in 15 years there is a surplus profif of
£969, or the amount of the fee simple of 18/- land at
27 years purchase.l .

The new methods had gained a firm foothold over
Norfolk, Sussex and Essex.2 A writer in the Gentleman's
Magazime in 1752 sums up the advantages realised in
Norfolk . Theat ig increased five times, barley twice,
in acreage, and the crop two or three +times per acre.
The whole county is more cheerful and comfortable, and
supports twice as many femilies, who have twice as much
work, and the necessaries Q? life and cheaper. There had
bgegma considerable subdivision of farms, and karge in-
Ereases in velue. The new methods had lessened the value
of otherwise rich lands by improving the value of the
poorer ones. The use of artificial grasses had spread
veryrepidly between 1730 and 1760, while in a few years
the acreageugge;hs wheat in Norfolk had increased by
20,000 acres. -

One result of the new methods was an increase

in the amount of arable lend, and the production of corn.

ll....'.l'

1. Museum Rusbticum.vi.p.p.260-7

2. Ibid. . : Letter 46.,Aug.l763.Letter froh an
fesex land-holder.,
5. Gentes Mage. Oct. and Nov. 1752



38 o
The bounty on export was an endouragement in this direction,
for it assured the farmers of a merkel, even when the crop
was large. The new husbandry was also assisted by the
low price of wool, following the prohibition of export,
a.nd consequently the low price of sheep. There was also
an increase in the Dutch demand for corn, following a de-
¢line in the Dutch imports from Poland.l Outside of the
eastern counties there would seem to have hbeen no advance
in the direction of the new methods, excepting the districte
nesr the capital. Young says nothing sbout their presence
in the northern counties, and in Lancashire the ploughing
is all on the o0ld system. .

Implementse Closely comnected with the methods of cultiva-

. tion 1s the question of'implements. Most important werel
the drills, and hoe ploughs invented by Tull. The first
drill consisted of a framé carried bgtween two wheels;

o double-bladed share was set near the front, and could be
afdjrsted to the desired depthe. On the frame and behind the
:ﬁ:;gwas 2 seed box, from which a narrow pipe ran down to

the back of the share. A rather complicated arrangement of
pulleys regulated the dropping of the seed through the pipe.
At first, another plough followed the drill to cover the

seed, but later, a second share #Has set at the back to turn

®s e0 s e@

1. Gente I‘J[ago O_C‘b' T2
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the zeed soll back into the fukrow. To some extent,
these drills were adjusteble, but even as late.as the
sixtiés, three different ones were required, one for
fine seeds.like turnips,and the grasses, one for common
pease, wheat, barley, oats and $ares, and one for beans
.and large pease. Drills were sometimes made to sow several
rows at once, but there had to be separate boxes for each
row and separate arrangements for emptying the seed. This
complicated structure accounts for the diffibdulty of getting
them made by the country artisan. The hoe ploughs were
made in a similar way, but withoul the seed boxes; they
were much lighter than the ordinary plough and could easily
be dram by 6ne horse, unless they had several Shares.l

They were probably responsible for the intro-
duetion of the Rotheram or patent plough during our period.
This was much like & modern single plough, but with shorter
han&les,-and a curved instead of a straight comlter. ILike
the modern plough, it had a bridle at the end of the heam
to vary the depth of the ploughing. 1his plough was in
general use in parts of the east and south, but was not in-
troduced into Lancashire until 1764 or 1765,2 That the old
ploughs were very genersally used in Lancashire up till 1770
is clear from Young's description of the ploughing. The

LA N R

le Mills. 2
2e Mills. 1i.253 -7,



40.

only districts where fewer than four horses are used
is round Ormskirk, where the soil was a sandy loam.
Even there, three horses were frequently used, while
round Kabers in the north, six horses were.still usede
The econony of the new Rotheram plough will be seen when
it is noted that on the farms where six horses are used,
12 or 13 horses per 100 acres were required, while round
Ormskirk only six were kept.;

Phere was also a wheel plough in use at the end of
our period. It differed from the modern wheel plough
in having the wheel running in front of the plough,
and so qould have had 1ittle effect on the depth of
ploughing. But the adeent of these ploughs is evidence
of the growing importance attached to ploughing, and the
search for easier and more economical means of doing it?z

Mowlng wheat with a scythe legd to the use of a
different shaped hendle, with fingers arranged above the
blade of the scythe, to keep the grain in a stemding
position +ill it was slipped off on to the ground. It
was thus ready for the binder who followed up.5 Thresh-
ing was still done with the flail, but Mills suggests m
engine to wield @ number of flails, and to be driven by
horse, water, or wind power. He also describe8 the method
l. Young. Northern Tour, A% ot

2. Mills.1.257
3¢ Millg.iiie D103



41,
of separating the weed seeds from the grain. Fang and
screens of different kinds were used, but wind is in
every case the agent. The most advanced was a Dutch
fanning-mill, which consisted of a number of fanse, re-
volving on an axis in a box, and as the grain passed through
the air current, the weed-seeds were blowm out,

MANURES. 7hen the impulse toward increased reduction
was fedt, the minds of farmers would kewe turned first to
manures as a means of enriching the soil . The value of
new crops and improved tillage would he appreciated only
slowiy, but the velue of menure would be pafent to all. .
This interest is seen in the fact that everything fthat
would deecay in the ground was utilised. Rags, bones,
refuse from dyeing and fulling mills, soap ashes, bark,
suik soot, and the scrapings of city streets, all entfered
into the :I.is*c:.rL In the seaside districts, sea-weed and
other- refuse from the sea was extensively used. "The
velue of the lands all along the coast of Scotland has been
more +them doubled by the nse of this excellent menure."
Shells are also mentioned as being in use in Cornwall,
Devon, and other maritime parts of Englan&.z 0il cakes

were much used in pafts of Cambridge and Essex, while

3

melt dust was used as a preparation for wheat in Berkshire.

l. Monk. Dict. of Agriculture.ii.p.62 et seq.

2 Mills. 1.89

3¢ Ibid.1.95. Holt in 1795 =dded the skimmings of the
sugayr refineries to the list.
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These various fertilizers were only locd in
their use, and the principal dependence was placed on
marle and lime, the mixing of soils, paring tnd burning,
and the use of barnyard dung. The operation of the first
two wasz to chaﬁge the character of the soil, either.to
open up clays and maké them more easily tilled, or to
consolidate sands and &ight soils to a finer consistency.
In this, the farmer was half congeiously aiming at the
condition of the goil described by Tull. The others,
however, hod also the definite object of enriching the
soil and repeiring the weste of vegetable matter occasion-
ed by former cropse. The &#ffect they would have in pro-
ducing a more finely divided soil was not at first per-
ceived. ;

The use of marle is an illustration of the say-
ing that there is nothing new under the sun except what
has been forgotten. From the time of Pliny, this manure
has been continually re-discovered and acclaimed as a new
thing. Fitzgerald in 1520 says that marling had doubled
the value of lands in Lancashire, =nd Leland writing
later in the century speaks of the ancient marle pits
in Cheshire, and Camden in 1600 writes of marle in
Lancashiree. There were marle pits in Norfolk, which hed

given names to enclosures as far back as the middle of



43 . _
_ 1 :

the 16%th century, and similar evidence shows that the
practice was equally ancient in Staffordshire and Somerset.
A Welsh writer in 1603 describes marling as the "cheefest
kinde of mendinge of the lande," in use in Penbrokeshire,
and says that its benefit is to fertilize and bind
"baren, lowse, and drie lande." All things being
"accompted it trebleth in commoditie the chardge euery
yeare aftericcs.es this kinde of marle long sythence was
much used about 100 or 160 yeares paBte......but it was
whollie neglected till about 24 yeares past.“g

& writer in 1752 says it was éurrently believed
in London that Lord Townshend wag the first inventor of
me¥ling or claying in Norfolk, while the fact is that he
only took up the method on & large scale when few landlords
would incur the expense. It had formerly been done only
an acre or two at s time.5 By its nature, and with the
exfsting transportation, it could only be used close to
where it wes found. Marle is a soft soapy earth found fror
18" to several feet below the surface. Then spread like
manure and left a year or two to incorporate with the soil

it greatly enriches the carth for twenty or thirty years,

though its maximum velue is past after 15 years.

l. Gent. I-:'Iag. Qot. 1768,

- 2. Deseriptiong of Penbrokeshire (1603'. Owen of Henllys.
Pe71-74 4

3« Xhitt, Same as note 1.
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Its value lay in the fact that its slow effer-
vescence opened up the particles of clay soils, and on
light lands, it tended to bind the loose particles together.
Hence the extensive use of lime, which in heavy soils,
had a similar effect, especielly when put on the land

unslaked. If slaked, the so0il lost the opening effect of
thé effervescence, though this wes only dimly understood,
and only one writer emphasises the instruction to use it
unslaked. This quality =2lso explained why it .was better for
tlay than for light lands, which needed a binding rather then
a loosening manure. This tendency of lime to be too strong
for light soils made it lose favour, but to the end of the
period, marle wes extensively usede

"Lime throughout most parts of the north is ‘
whet they principally depend on .eee but from the intedli-
gence I gained in many places, I have great reason to be-
lieve," says Young, "that this spirit of liming is not
attended with the effect that meny believe. Its greatest
usé, that of forming a part of composts is little attended
to." He says also "the dependence on lime 1s everywhere
too great, and the neglect of farm yard dung universal.“l
In Lancashire, marle is everywhere the chief manure, except
round Burton in the north, where lime had only begun %o

be used in the late sixties. The cost of the marle varied

l. Young. Northern Tour. iv., Letter 41,
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with the disbance of the fields from the marle beds,

but in Lancashire was from £2 to £4/10 per acre, and the
effects lasted well from 8 to 20 years. . Round
Garstang, they find a second and even a third marling
to snswer well. Lime where used cost from £3 to £6 per
acre, aecording to the amount used, which was usually
from 60 to 200 bushels per acre.l

Round Altringham they have 211l sorts of marle,
red, white, blue, black =nd brown. Young says they
reckon it does best in the kind of soil it 1les wader.
But Mills says that the Staffordshire farﬁérs reckon the
soft blue best for arable, and the grey cort the best for
pastures. In Sussex, the blue was considered best, and
the gray third in the 1list. In Derbyshire they have
a sandy marle that 1s specially good for clays.3 The
denger with marle was that it would in some soils subside
below the operation of the plough and so be loati Chalk
was used mixed with earth or dung in a similar way.a

The mixing of soils was not so general as

the use of marle and lime. Its extensive use was

~largely confined to the eastern counties. Young in 1772

l. Young., Northern Tour, iii. Letter 18,

Sa: ID10s Ibid.

3¢ Mills; Husbandry. i35

4o Monk, iiel94, Quoted from Dissertations on Raral
subjects. 1775,

6o Mills i.71e.Also quoted by Monk in Dict. of Agriculture



says that clay was used in Norfolk, Suffolk, ejc. like
Marle. In the Annals it is stoted that 1t is placed on
sandy or gravelly solls with good efdect. INMarshall noted
the same thing about Noriolk but says that the earth was
mixed with dung from the barnyards.l Ionk mentions’ the
use of sand on clay and moorish soilg. The clay wes used
in the one case to consolidate the 1light sands of Norfolk,
and in the other to loosen heavy clays, and make them
dryer. Another method of mixing soils, easier, and
therefore more widespread then the first, was the use of
the mud from the beds of ponds and streaems, éhd the fine
mud scraped out of ditches in process of cleaning them,
This made excellent manure, especially when mixed with
aungg. Near Yarmouth, some stock-raisers used sea-sand as
a litter for_catﬁle, and when mixed with dung, it was
highly valued as manure.4 Young notes thatvalueg especiall;
from the second year on, of the use of sea-ouze, of which
50 loads to the acre were spread on the 1and.5 _
Paring Denshiring, or paring end burning wes a fertil
Bﬁrning.ising operation very characteristic of the 18th century, and
on the eve of the Industrial Regolution, was practised

in nearly all parts of Englend, though not universally

l. Young.Basgtern Tour. p.291l. Annals ive p.413. Marshall;
Norfolke.

2¢ Monk. Dict. of Agrice. i1.,207

3¢ Mills; 1,110. Farmers' Calamdar. 1771l. p.208

4., Same as Note 2.

5., Young. Bastern Tour. ii.54
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épproved. Owen of Henllys describes the process in 1603,
speaking of "bettinge -nd burninge the lande". The opera-
tion is thus described by Nourse, in 1700. "The way of
burning land 1is by gathering the turfs into 1little heaps,
in the hollow whereof, a 1little bush or faggot of dry wood
is laid. After the turf has been well dde d and parched
by the sun, they set the hillock‘on fire, and afterwards
scatter the parched turf and ashes upon the surface." Its
chief value was that it killed the weeds for some years,
especially if the turf was pared deeply enough,"and in the
s@line or nitrous particles with which the ashes do aboun&."l
Laurence in 1726 éondemns the practice and speaks of it as
new to his exXperience, so that it was evidently spreading int
the north and east.2 Though.the practice had become general
over most of the country it still found opponents. A
Lincolnshire correspondent of the Museum Rusticum in 1764
def@nds the practice, and instances a famm where it had nok
been allowed. He permitted it to be done, and within a few
years the farmer said he could keep one-third more stock.
The operation should be followed bg two crops of turnips,

and then barley and other grains.

fnother writer the same year advances as the reasons

l. DNourse. Campania Felix. 1700. ppe33,35.
2. TLaurence, Duty of a Steward. 1726, p.29
5 Museum Rusticum.iiepe.4b.
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why it was not more used, first, the poverty of many
small farmers on rack-rent, and second, landlords, seeing
tenants thinking oply of present profit, are in general
set ageinst this practice and deny leave to follow it."l
It had Dbeen proven successful by a Prench experimenter
in bringing waste undcr cultivation, especially healthy
and furzey 1a:n6..2 Mills advocates it very strongly as a
restorative to the land and %o kill the weeds. It was
specially good for worn out methods. He a8lso recommends
it as a firgt operation on newly reclaime® moors and
boggy land.o It is also mentloned by Prof.-Home of
BEdinburgh in 1756, who sags it will improve poo¥ soil,
but 1s bad for rich soil. Young sums up bhe situation
in 1770, : "Paring and burning is general throughout the
north and west, and the price pretty equal everywhere,
from 14 to 20s. per acre. Universal obgervation has
proved it to be a most excellent practice....Turhips
are the crop everywhere sown after it."5 The mname
"denshiring",frOm Devonshire, shows that over part of the
county at least the example of that county was responsible
for its use, though the Welsh term, "bettinge and burninge"
indicated that it arose elsewhere independently.
l.Museum Rusticum, ii.p.léé..."‘.
2s Mills Hushandry 1i.171 et seqg.
3¢ ¥Mills. Hugsbandry.i.l1l0 et seq.

4, Home; ZEHssay on Agriculture. 1756.Pt.ileSect. ¥i.
5, Young. Northern Tour, ivep.482.Letter 41,
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Dung of Phe foregoing were, however, more or less

Farms .

Comﬁogﬁ,

in thé nature of permanent improvements; at least they
needed only to be done once or twice in a gene ration on
the same piece of land. The use of barnyard manure was
a conbinuous process and went on everywhere. Jith the
efforts to improve cultivation m farmers cas$ about for
means of adding to their stock of manure. To this end
some tried to increase the amouht of litter for the stock.
They brought home ferns, and cut their stubble for this
purpose. Straw and hay formerly often fed in the fields
was brought Bome and used where the dung could be collected
Folding of sheep on different spots by means of movable
hurdles so that in time a2 whole field was manured was a
common practice. It became a common thing for farmers in
the vieinity of cities %o buy the manure available there
and bring it to their farms.l

Not only were efforts made to increase the
quantity of dung, but the use of mixtures or composts

grew up during the first sixty years of the century.

All the writers devote considerable space to compostse.

Soap ashes for example were mixed with earth and dung, in

the pwpportion of one to ten, and made an excellent dressing

l. Young. Northern Tour. Ixxpx iii.Letter 18. Altringham
farmers buy dung from Manchester at 4d. to 7d. per ton
and then cart home. They agree for it in the lump,

X
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A ;
for wheat. The commonest effords of this kind consisted
in mixing the various Xkinds of animel manure together
according to the kind of land on which it was %o be
ﬁlécéd} ahd covering the pile from time to tTime with
earth so as to preserve the benefits of fermentation,
But some elaborate composts were in use. Varley in
1772 recommends one composed of soot, dry askes, un-

slacked lime, bay salt, sulphur, wheat pickle, galls and

train oil, the whole to be covered with earth while
) ;

i~

fermenting.

Such mixtures were evidence of attempts to
understand the scientific basis of manuring the soil.
Prof, Home in 1756 is the first writer who sets out to
study the scientific principles of manuring. He discuss-
es the different kinds of soils, and what manure should
~do for them, opening. up the stiff heavy soills, comsolidat
ing the loose ones, enriching the poorer ones, and settin
free the plant foods in the rich soils. He siezes on
the principle of fenmeﬁtation in the soil as that which
prepared xklits ingredients to be recédved by the plant-
roots.5 His is perhaps the first series of experiments
designed along modern lines to test the actions of
different manure substances on the same soils and the
1 .Museum Rusticum. iV.Béé:'.......
¢ Varley.i.l167. Quoted Monks: Dict. of Agric, 1i.104.
3¢ Home. Essay on Agriculture.l756. This essay gained a

prize offered by the Scottish Socy. of Improvers in

Agriculture. The author was an Bdinburgh University
Professor, and notf a practical agriculturist,
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same plantses He is followed by Milis who comes to the
conclusion that nitre is the thing needful, a close
approximation to the modern fertilizers, which =im to
supply niteetes to the soil. "In other words, could the
earth be always kept in a fit stote for collecting nitre,
it would constantly be in a2 fit state for the production
of plants. "1

As always, however, the common practice was far
behind these thinkers. Young comments severely on the
condition in the north. "The *raising ménure in farmyards
ig at a2 very low ebb throughout most parts of the north-
ern counties. Thig is due to the went of well enclesed
farmyards, there are scarce any that deserve the name;to
the féeding of the hay about the fields - an execrable
préctice -~ the pastures are poached all the winter, and tI
dung largely lost; and lastly to the failure to chop
the wheat stubble for littering the yards." The folding
‘0of sheep which is so general in the south, eppeclally

Leicester, /lts, Hants, and the eastern counties, is
2}

L]

much k=X neglected tﬁroaghout many counties. Thiis in
this question as in so many questisns of the time, the
condition is one of the initiation of progress rather
than é great genersl mowve forward, the $low gathering of
forces that will at a later period sweep over the whole

industry.

lMills, HﬂSbandWoi Do
2+ Young. Northern Touwfy

Led
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rainage . L few words should be said about drainage.
Open drainage vwas not new, but the first crude under-drains
seem to be the produet of theigééylsth century. The
prineciple ddopted in Lancashire was to dig deep,narrow
drains, partially £ill them with stones, brick or other
rubbish, smongst which the water could make its way,
cover the rubbish with branches, and fill up with the earth.
Sometimes a fairly wide drain is made with a narrower one
at the bolttom. This narrow one was covered over with peat
sods, and the wide drain filled up with brush and earth%
The flooding of lands with muddy water in order to improve
their fertility wes also followed to come exbtent in
Lancashire about this time, but was not a general practice.
About 1720, the first attemots at &he modern
gsort of under-draining seemed to have been made. Laurence
quotes from a writer of 17186 a recommended method od
draining land by artificisl tubes or trunks of clay. which
"he saith hath proﬁaauone of-the most useful inventions that
hag been found oub.e.seeond will do in pasture, arable,
or woodland, provided you work deep enough." The recommend
ed method was to dig a narrow trench about a foot wide,
‘end at least a foot and 2 half deep. A wooden cylinder
about 4' long, 5" thick at one end, and 4" at the other,
was laid in the bottom of the trench. The clay was

1. Museum Rusticum. Viep.151.Letter from & Lancashire
farmer.1766.,
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rammed in round this cylinder and formed a perfect tube.
The cylinder was then pulled oub,and the operation re-
peated, so that gradually a tube of clsy was formed from
one end of the drain to the other. A hole 3" in diameter
wa.s punched in each 4' section; sticks were pubpin it
to keep it open, and 2 broad tile 1laid across the top.
The trench was then filled up.
It was recommended that these trenches should be placed
20 feet apart across the whole field. '"Thus Jou have a
clegyey field as hollow and unfit to retain water as a sieve.
These tubes he has known to last for twelve years. even in
ploughed lands, and they cbst 20s. per acre, when the
treanches are 20 feet apartﬂl

"The introduction of the Tullian and Towvmshend
reforms proved the pnivot of agricultural prpgress. unt to
get the full benefit, live stock must be imprOVGQ.“k To
this must be added, the increaged demand for beef and
mutton from London and the rapidly gfowing menufacturing
coﬁuni&ies. The middle of the century was a time of pros-
perity and of a good deal of so0lid comfort, so that the
demand for meat would be greater even amongst the poorer
ckasses. ﬂs,due?é large proportion of the country was
under the common field system, the description given of the
cattle on the commons at the beginning of the century is of
interestﬂz And as the men, so are the cattle, that are bdred

1. Laurence.Duty of a Steward.p.Z? 28+ Swdard - @hﬂ“i”1ﬂ1ﬂ)
2+ Prothero (Lord Ernle' English Farming.Chap.§.
3. Nourse. Campania Felix.p.98%99,
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upon such commons, being a starved, scabby, and rascally
race. Their sheep are poor, tattered, and poisoned with
the rot. Their cattle and colts dwarfed end ragged: for
little beggarly Stone-eolts, running promiscumously amongst
the herd, beget a miserable, shotten and bastardly breed;e.
Nor are commonsg only injurious to horses byt also cattle,
the increase of such places being nothing but a sort of
starved, tod-bellied runts, neither fit for the dairy nor the
yoke." When allowance is made for the vigorous epithets
of Nourse, 1t will still be seen that little attention was
paid to the breeds of stock on the greater part 6f the
English farms. Sheep were valued only for their wool, cattle
for draught power, or their yield of milk. Horses were to
be wiry and active for the wretched roads rather then models
of horse flesh. The revivel of Bunting end racing had not
yet called forth the fine breeding of later days.

The chief difficulty would seem to be the poor
feed afforded by the open field. The system of allowing
meadows to lie to natural grass meant that the ground
yielded poor pasturage. The adoption of artidficial grasses
would at once improve the summer pasture, and provide much
more hay for winter.fodder. To this is due the increage in
the number of cattle kept by those who made trial of the new
grasses. Similar effects followed the introduction of root

crops. Up to 1750, the increased food, and the consequent

increase in the size of stock was the only improvement.
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1
"Wo breeders had attempted real improvement in shape."
The pioneer in this directio n was ﬁobert
Bekewell,of Dishley, in Leicester. He tried with considerable
.success to improve the breeds of horses, cattle and sheep.
Perhaps the greatest service he rendered was to rouse the
spirit of improvement in the country. Once men began to
carefully select thelr breeding animals, they would soon
discover the characteristics which, when devadloped, would
make the best verieties for locel conditions. #ith cattle
end sheep, early maturity, small bone, and a well-covered
carcass were the desiderata. Some districts wanted cattle
with a large yteld of milk, some wanted beef. It was with
sheep that Bakewell had Bis grestest success. The Hew
Leicesters,as his breed of sheep nzii called, matured in two
years, where the ordinary breed took three or four. They
were hardy, compact, small-boned, eand fat. In 1750, hé let
rams for the season at from 16/- to 17/6d. each. But in
1784, the price was thirty guineas, snd he received a total
of 3,000 guineas for a season.2
But his success is best proven by the fact that he
raised up not merely a breed of sheep or of cattle, but a
host of.imitators . Men in other m rts set to work to im-
prove other breeds of sheep, cattle and horses. The result
before the end of the centufy i1s idllustrated by the clasesical

1. Prothero. (Lord Brnle' English Farming.chap.a.‘
2¢ Ibid,
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instance of Smithfield Market. The total weight of
cattle and sheep so0ld there in 1732 was 48,000,000
pounds, butb in 1794, it had reached 75,000,000 pounds.
This is an increase of 75 per eent,'"even if the increase
in the average weight of sheep and cattle was only a 3§
quarter, where it was probably nearly 100 per eent."l
Between 1710 and 1795, the average welght of beeves at
Smithfield Market increased from 370 to 800 1lbs; calves
from 50 to 148 1bs; sheep from 26 to 60 1lbs; and lambs
from 18 to 80 lbs.3
The prineipal breed of cattle in'Lancashire

wag as it had 1long beeﬁ, the long-horned cattle nomed
from the country. In the south and west of England red
cattle of a fairly uniforﬁ type were bred. In Wales
there were Pembrokes, Red Glamorgans, and Cornish cattle,
while in Scotland the Highland cattle, the Ayrshires,
and the Galloway, and Angus breeds were already the
favourites. In the East, the Holderness, a great animal
MOfejlikB a black horse than a cow, held the field. This
- breed was supposed to be at least partly of foreign
origin, probably frolm the Netherlands. In the North and
Jest, the brindled Staffords shared the honours with the
Lancashire long-horns.2

There were many varieties of sheep, chiefly

«t ¥ 9 s OO RR

l. Bden; State of the Poor.Vol.i.p.334.Note
2+ Prothero. Cited above.Chap.8.

3 3! L) e
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distinguished by the length and quality of their wool. .
Thig diversity of wools made a great deal of interchange
necessary among the manufacturing districts, and secured %
the position of the wool-dealer or middleman in that
1ndustry.1 The Ryelands and Herefords yielded the wool
fdr superfine broadecloths, the Sussex and S>uthdowns had a
fine soft curly wool. In the North the principal breeds
were the Cheviots, the Northumberland lluggs, and the
TLancashire Silverdales. Lhe long wooled sheep were larger,
polled, white-faced and white legred. Though no more than
4 quarter of the total number, they yielded i/B of the
annual clip. The chief were the Cotswolds, then the Lincolns
and Leieesters.g
The development of a demand for carriage horses
led to the breeding of a classs of horse midway between the
"great horse"™ of the large farms, and the small wiry pack-
horses so extensively used in the transport of goods about
the middle of the century. Racing and hunting led to the
importation of foreign breeds of strong, fast horses. ihere
was 8 gweater mixture amongst'horSeS than amongst cattle.
: 6%“‘”57 ihe number of animals kept on the farms of Lanca
Stoek. shire is %m shown by three sample farms of about 2 hundred
acres each, one near Garstang, one at Ormskirk, and one at
Altringham.5 They have an average of 65 acres »f grass and
1. Heatoxn. Yorkshiéé.§5;iiéﬁ.and Worsted Industry.pn.l16-123
2, Prothero.(Lord Ernle' Enclish Parming. Chapter viii.

S The rest of the detailed information in the this chapter
is from Young, Northern Tour., Vol.iv,

£
E
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35 acres of arable. Bach has two or three draught cattle,
probably horses, as oxen were not much used on small farms
where the same animals had to be used for roads and fields.
One had nine cows, and the others ten each. Nohe kept any
fatting beasts at the time, but one had -three, and the others
four young cattle each, and these would be fattened later on,
or sold to praziers. One farm had ten, one twelve, and one
thirty sheep. The average of farms in the north from fifty
to a2 hundred acres was , seven cows, one and athird fatting
beasts, five young cattle, and from ten To 400 sheep.
A farm in the north of the county, near Kaberé, containing
180 acres , was two-thirds grass land. It had seven draught
cattle, only thirteen cows, , no fatting beasts, 4 young
cattle, and ten sheep. It would seem that farms of this size
were very nmuch understocked, as the average for the north was
‘only slightly higher than the one quotede. There were in gsmex
general more cows kept on the smaller farms in proportion to
the acreage, except on those of 300 to 400 acres, which were
equal to the smaller ones. The farms from 300 to 500 acres
kept the largest number of fatting beasts , while the farms
from 390 to 400 acres kept the largest number of young cattle

The general situation is summarized by Young,
in & series of statements. (1' The larger the farm the Ffewer
the draught cattle; (2) the smaller the farm tpe greater the
number §f cows; (3) middling farms of from 300-500 acres have

near three times the number of fatting beasts of the smaller

ones and more the i ti
n five times the larger Ones;
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(4Y farms from 300-%X®@ 400 acres kesp most young cattle,
and in general those under 400 acres)twﬁce as many as those
over 400 acresy (5)  Farms from 300-400 meintain more cattle
then any other slze, and those up to five hundred mor e than
double the number of those over 5004 (6 Parms of 200-400
acres keep more than small farms, less dramight cattle in the
proportion of 5% to three and a third, and more than five
times the number of the larger farms. This was probably due
to the fact that most of the very large farms would have

sheep as their prineipal stocke.

-
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CHAPTER II.
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF FARMING ABOUT 1760.

The changes deseribed in the previ@us.ehapter-
imply & growth in the spirit of individualism. Mon were
less and less_wiiling to remain subordinated to a system
of faﬁming that left but little room for the exerecise of
individual initiative, and the testing of new ideas,

They were increasingly reluctant to have the rate of pro-

- gress dictated by the most backward and unprogressive
members of the eommunity. Under the impulse of the com-
merciagl spirit, and the general intellectual activity =£
of the time, the desire to introduce economies qf’time XXX
and labour, snd to gain a grester quantity of food from
the goil, conspired with the implications of the new
methods to free the most conservative of industries F¥eR to
some extent from the bonds of custom. The result was a
change in the economie strueture of the agrieulturel
community. That ehange was the effeet while $till the
accompaniment of the new technique. The new methods were
_largely imposcible while each menor was bound into ome
rigid erop order, only to be changed by the consent of

all; although it is true that in some open field districts
marling had been intreduced by common consent.l Elimination
1, e.g. Gent. Mag. Oet.1752, "In the open field¢ farms, of
which some small ones remain still, there is no means of

taking the benefit of elover and tmrnips, yet some of them
have marled their grounds."Letter from & Norfolk farmer.
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of waste wes almost impossible while each fafmer's land
ley in widely separated strips scattered over a large =xmx
area, and while pastures were ecommon to the community.

Four The main features of this alteration in
 mein fea- _
- tures. economic strueture may be considered under four heads,
viz., conditions of land tenure, size of farms, enclosures,
and the marketing of produc¢. These in their turn
led to soelal changes in the status of the farmers, aﬁd !
in the status and conditions of life of the labourers and
their familiss, They may be considered in the order named,
remembering that they did not take place separatalyr

but were interwoven both as to.tima and place. The tend-
ency towamd large farms, the gradual change from ecust-
omary tenure and small freeholds to ioasehold for definite
pefiods, the decay of the system of rack-renting, and the
deeelopment of enclosures went oﬁ together, assisting or
retarding each other at different times snd in different
places. The change in markating_conditions was eonditioned
by the greet increase of produecé, thaISPecializing of
different localities inm stoeck,or cerm, or other

produets, and the rapidly increasing demand from centres
more and more distent from the farms. Agrieculture shared
in the remarkable development of the middleman whieh
eharacteriged the eighteenth century. The exceptional growth
in the export of.co:n in itsezf ﬁecessitated some

chang’&n marketing methods., This growth of the middleman's

organization is the intermediary phase between




LAND .
PENURE.
Feudsal
surviv
als,

3 . : é2.

the small manufacturer who depended on the midilemen to
link him up with the consuming markets, and the large
capitalistie manufacturer of modern times who sets up te
8 1argé extent his own sales qrganization.l '

The first eonsiderable change from the customary
tennre of the manor arose during the thirteenth and four- -
teenth eenturies. There was an inerease of population and
& growth of tréde. both of whieh meant an inereased demand
for agrieultural produce., The result-of this disturbance

of the existing economic equilibrium was that in the newer

settlements 2 money rent apneared, gradually replacing the

feudel services. As both money and labour became more p
pbentiful this transition to & rent based on money was
even éneouraged. Hired labour was more efiicient then that
of tenants reluetantly leaving their 1ab6urs to render
feudal service. On the-otheyﬁand, it made for more sue-
cessful farming if the tenant could compound his services
for mdnqy snd thus have 811 his time for his ewn 1and.2
This process would be further assisted by the practice
of gathering the demesne lands into compaet areas and
letting parts of them to tenent farmers, and by the gradual
process of enclosing and cultiwating the ﬁaste. Thus,
through the centuries that.sueceeded the period mentioned

1. iiiddlemen in English Business. R.B.Westerfield,1915,
This work econtains a full discussion of this devalnpment
from 1660 to 1760

2, Hasbach: English Agrieultural Labourer. Chap.Il, Sect.il




above, the transition & to & money rent went on, but it
was not complete till the agrarian revolution of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries mwept away the
last survivals of feudal custokary tenurs. f
Some light is cast on these survivéls by advert-
isements of resl property, taken £rom early issues of the
Manchester Mercury, published from 1752 onwards. In an
advertisement of some property in the Manor of Tottington,
among other items "there is also & right of Turbery in |
a2bout eight acres of land."l Turbary is also mentioned in
conncction'with some demesne lands (52 acres) called Peel,

where there is right of Turbary eon Blackmoor, Astley Groan;
and Chat Moss., The same right appliasato "16 tenements

bordering on the said demesne lands." Another offers for
sale tﬁ. "gopyhold inheritance of two water corn-mills in

the mandr of accrinéton Newhold in the Forest of Ressen-
d81se.00.together with the Suit, Socken, Mulcture and Toll
thereto bolonging.“i$ At the time of the advertisement

these thills were let for £120 per annum, "clear of the

lord's rent, and all taxoé, repairs, and deductions whatever}

80 that they were oﬁi&ontly 8 n important property.

1. Manchester Mercury. May 6,1755.
2, Tbid Sept, 16,1755,
3. Ibid May 6,1775.
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Dr. Percival, wrifing in 1776 of an enumeration
of the people in Bolton, says that "Little Bolton is a
suburb of Boltoy, including the menor, and as far as the
inhabitants are subject to suif and sorﬁiog.“ Ag late. as
1795 we are told that"many farms are held on leases of
three lives, on which a fine has been paid, and 'sometimes
én ad-dition of boon services,'which last system seems
much oﬁ the decliﬂo.“; Some of these pfactices lingered
into the early nineteenth century. "About Conistbn there
are some remains of the old feudal tenure as the lord has
there still his boon days, and is strict in requiring his
teonants to perform suit and sor?ioo."a Even in towns feudal

rights lingered, It was not till 1758 that en act of Par-

lisment was pbtained thrdby the tements and inhabitants of

Manchester were exempted from the sncient custom and duty of
grinding their corm smd graim. at. the Sehool Mille: . but 4%
was thereby enacted that the custom of grining malt should
be catabliah;a and confirm_cd.3 _
The most notable of these survivals is the praec-
tice of collecting tithes im kind during the eighteenth.
century, Nor was this confined to Lancashire and the morth
generslly. It occurred in some of the most advanced agricul-
tural distriets of the south. When landlords had almost
universally found the money rent more profitable and econom- .

jcal, the church still clung to her ancient privilege of

marking for her own every tenth shock of corn, and every
l. Holt-Survey of Lancs. Sect on Leases.
2.Dickson and Stophonson.Agrieulturo in Lanecs.1826 .Hasbach,

[~ 4 N, i B L o S A
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tenth beast of the incresse of the farm. Lord Ernle(Prothero)

notes that between 1793 and 1815 tithes iy Lancashire were
1 :

in many places collected in kind. - As late a8 1795 the

tithe of corn was being taken in kind in the distriet rounmd

Lancaster, but the hay was ecoimpounded for at the rate of 5s. -

2 .
per acre. A farmer pamphleteer in the sixties in another

part of the comdtry, in ascounting for the poverty of the
farmers in a noighhonring parish to his own, blames the

tithes in kind. The farmers did not menure or keep stecks

‘sufficient for the improvement of the land. He goes exten-

sively into the question and shows how the tithe im kind
eats up the surplus that would otherwise be available for
improvemént. He advocates that tithes in kind should be
eommutod-for an annual paymont. because,he says, "they are
& continual discouragement to inecrease of steck, manuring,
oto.ﬂs Young makes & similar declaratiom. "They are justly
reckoned & very great burden on agrdeulture, and & most
1nvidioﬁa tex on improvements; for it is become & common
eustom for the rectors to take in kind only from those
tenants who farm the best, and never to compound for more
than a year at & time." Again he says, "But at every place

where I mede enquiry, all renks agreed,the clergy as well

88 others,that tythes were universally found & great

- -

1. Prothoro; English Framing Past and Present. App. 6

2. Eden: State of the Poor. Vel,ii, p. 302.(Parochial Repts.)|

3. Lottora from & Framer to an M.P.,1766, Rylands Libe.
Political Pamphlets.Vel.l09,
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A good idea of the prevalence of tithes in kind
in the nortﬁ generally is gained from Young's ﬁuntion of :
them &s he passes frpm distriet to distriet. In 211 he men-
tions them in twenty-five distriets in the six northera
counties. In Zkmmxm ten of these the tithe is gonerally-
taken in kind, or gathered as the common phrase was. In six
there is a mixture of gathered and compounded tithes, and in
eight they are generally compounded., In one distriet, thgt
of Hetton, west of Belford, thers is much land tithe froe..
Nor is there any unifbrmity about the diatribution of the
places where compounding had gained a footing, they oeceur
indifferently in distriets near and remote frem centres of

population, though the bulk of the aress where they are

~compounded for are scattered through the eastern counties.

In Lancashire they are gathcrod in kind round Burton in the
extreme north; round Kabers and Smxmkamg Ceckeram they are:
generelly eompounded for, while further south at Garstang
they are both gatherod.and compounded. @In the south at Orm-
skirk, and on the road frem Warrington to Altringham they
are taken in kind. The price at-which'thsy are compounded
varies for corn and hay. Wheat is cohpounded at from 4s to

8/6 per acre; barley erops frem 4s to 658, and eats aboutb

48, per acre, Hay was not often more then two shillings per

'aéro. In some instances the tithe was sompounded for a set

- - ———

Lo

Young. Northern Teur. ii., 63 (near East Newton, Yorks)
Also iv. 485=7
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sum on the annual rent, as at 28s in the pound round :
Damby. Around Swinton the tithe was two shillings per acre
for all the arable land, snd round.Darlingfon 68, per
acre.l

There are continual references in the enclosure
literature of the peridd to the opposition of the tithel
owners, for wﬁom the act often meant abandoning the tithe
in kind for some systom.of commutation., The opposition
can be readily understood when it is remembered that the
money tithse noﬁubn1y=gave no advantage in years of plenty,
but made no provision for & general increase:of prices,
and conséquently for a fall iﬁ the value of money.-Turning-
to more partieular instances of the survival of tithes,
we find that the land advertisements referred to above
provide a number of illustrations in parts of southern
Lancashire. A messuage and tenement of 8 acres at Little
Lever, in the patish of Bolton, & freohold inheritence, is
stated, presumably as an advantagé.to be "free from all
manner of corn'tithe.“2 There is offered for sale in the
same year, a molety of half the corn tithe of Astley, in
the parish of Leigh, of the yearly value of £30 subject
to a fee farm of £5.6.8_.3 This would indieate that the

tithe here had been commuted for a fixed annual payment.

- e . -

l. Young. Northern Tour. Information collected from the

whole tour through the six northern counties.
2. Manchester Mercury. Jan. 15,17564. !
B Ibid Mar., 5’1754
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The freehold, fee simple. of Peel, 52 acres of demesne
lands, is half- corn-tithe free; and with the same
estate is to be gol& "ell the tithe of hemp and flax,
pig and goose" within Astley.1 These instances supplement
and coﬁfirm the more general statements of Young. e see
that the change from the tithe iy kind to the money pay-
ment was in progress, and it shomld also be noteé& that

the tithes in some cases had been sequired from the clergy

"and were bought and sold as investments. Numerous indicat-

ions that the tithe in kind was lobked on as a hindrance

to improvement point to the conclusion that the change was
part of the movement to free agriculture from o0ld customs
that prevented full advantage being taken of the new

a2
technique,

Conoerctislor With regard to the system of land fenure proper,

Yy

there is observable a distinet tendeney to concentrate all
the rights'in any particular parcel of land in the m=#
hands of oge owner, and so to facilitate the transfer of
pfoperty. Accompanying this there is a distinet tighten-
ing of the copgditions of tensney. Little noed be said
concernigg the freehold, and fee simple tenure. The acquii

sition of the fee mimple is one method of concentrating

- — -

1, Manchester Mercury. Sept. 16,1755,

2. An interesting poigt in conneetion with tithes is found
in the fact that in 1751 the Warden and Fellows of Man-
chester Collegiate Chmmeh claimed yearly 44 from every
weaver in lieu of ththes., Chétham Soce V0l.53,NeSepsl70
(H.D,Crofton, Hist., of Newbon Chapelry)




:

bopyhold.
I

 definite period, usually from 7 to 21 years, and the rack-

- l.Young Northern Tour. Vol.iv. Letter Value of Land,

0. s 67

the xkxghk® ownership of rights in the land. A leasehold, or
copy-hold:might be converted into freehold at so many
years' purchase. This varied in the north frmm 28 to 47
years, end the general average of the north was 55%-yrs.

In Lancsasshire, the value of the land round Altringham was
30 years' purchase, while in the other districts noted by
Young it was 35 years' purch&se.l An interesting instence

of this conversion occurs in connection with Melbourne

Hall, Derbyshire, the birthplace of Lord Melbourne, and

the ancestral home of the family. It was gequired in 1626
by Sir John Coke on & lease of three lives, end in 1710

by arrengement with the then bishop,(it was en old rectpyy
house) confirmed by Act of Parliament, the lease was

= g
turned into freehold. The main forms of rental were the

copyhold, the leasehold for lives, the leasehold for a

rent or annusl lease.

The publication in 1763 of an edition of Coke's
"compiete Copyholder" is evidence of tﬁe extent to ﬁhieh
this system still prevailed. The distinctive feature of
this tenure for the present purpose was the generally
accepted customary right of inheritance on the payment of
e fine, or on renewal if the copyhold was for lives. Early
in the century it was realized that this tenure presented

an obsteacle in the way of the consolidation of lands and

- — -

2. Dunckley, Lord Melbourne.p.2. (Prime ﬂinisters Series) !
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might be a hindrance to their easy fransfer. Edward Laur-
ence advises "leniency in heriots, as too great strictness
discourages the buying and seliing of these 1andsg"1 At
the same time he is an advocate of changing the copyhold

to leasehold at every oppottunity. "I would advise all

noblemen end gentlemen whose-tenants hold land by copy of

court roll for three lives not to let them renew unless
they will agree to deliver up their copy in order to
'alter the tenure' by converting it into leasehold for
iives." The reason he agsigns is to prevent the widow of
the last 1ife holding for her life~time by her "Free-Bench"
as it is called, "which is the fourth life, not ecovenanted
for in the copy, but only pretended to by custom."z'mhe
advice, however, wag much more far-reaching. "The change
from copyhold to leasehold turned the landlord into the
absolute owner, with a legal right to dispose of the iand
&s he pleased, instead of sharing ownership with tenants
having a heritable right."3 No doubt Edward Leurence had
this possibility &lso in mind. Certalnly he was aiming gt
8 greater control of the land by the landlord, and & re-
duetion of that sharing of ownership with tenants heving
heritable rights. .

During our period th&s form of tenure was coming
a.

to be regarded 2lso as an obstacle to improvement.

1. Duty of a Steward.l726. p.59.
2e Ibid P.60

‘3. Ashley. Economic Organizetion. Lecture vi.

4, Hasbach. Eng., Agric, Labourer, Ch.ii., Sec.l.
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A writer in 1751 recounts some of the‘disadvantagas of the
copyholder., He says that they suffer from the extravagant
fees of estate stewards, and elso that the stewards take
adventage of the privy knowledge of private affairs gained at
the renewad of the copyhold. He thinks that estates would rise
five or ten years purchase in value if the copyhold were
‘abolished. It would encourage planting if the landholder did
not have to give a present, and get vermission to cut timber,
even for sale to the-royal naﬁy.'Another advantage of the
abolition would be the increase.in the number of freeholders
having the parliamentary fr&nchise.1 This writer evidently
did not contemplate a change to leasehold as the.means‘of :
abolitien..

But in spite of its disadventages, copyhold was
st111 strongly entrenched ¥z on the eve of the én&ntiitiir
Indubtrial Revolution, especially in the north. About two-
thirdé of Cumberland was of this type.z It st111 obteined
largely in Lancashire., About a third of the parcels of 1apd
advertised in the Manchester Mercury in the period inveat-
igated were held on the copyhold tenure. Besides these parcels
of land scattered over vardous parts of the county, more
particulaf information shows that the land in the Rochdale
district was held largely on coﬁyhold during our period and
after, : The general rent paid for this copyhold land was 4d

l.Gent. Mag, January 1751.

2+ Hasbach: cited above. Cheii.Sect.i. :
3. For all the information about. Rochdele, the writer is in-

®. debted to the couttesy of Mr.A.P.Walsworth, of the Manches-
ter Guardian staff, end a native of Rochdale, who gave access
to his menuscript material, as well as suggestsed references.
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per acre., In 1745, Robert Entwistle, one of the tenants
of the Lord of the Manor, hdlds fifteen parcelsiof lend
amounting in all to a little over fifty acres, Lancashire“
measure. In 1761, & piece of land called, Copy, and amourtd
ing to 22 3r copyhold measure, was enclosed. The prevalence
of these small parcels of éopyhnld land is partly due to.
the custom of making the pareels enclosed from the waste

copyhold at the standard rate of.iburpence an aere. This

 style of holding prevailed in Rochdale until well into the

nineteenth century. An extract from a counsel's brief in
1830, shows that at that time in the Manor of Rochdale 4d
ﬁer scre was still being paid by enfranchised copyholders
oh the original grants of the seventeehih and early 16th
centuries.

In some cases the share of ownership falling to
the tenant went farther than_a right of inheritance to the
soil as farm land. In the Manor of.MEcclerield the copy-
holder by the sustom of the Manor was entitled to the tim-
ber, mines and slate quarriés.l Where such a custom as this
prevailed the disadvantages of the copyhold would be some-
what mitigated. Another advertisement,in the same paper,

bf 2 tenement in fee, chargeable with a yesrly rent to the

l.Mancﬁester Mercury. Sept.l9,1752.
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1
Lord of the Manor says that a delf of coal is included. ‘
It is also worthy of note,that,such property as the water-
mills referred to above were held on copyhold &s well és
land itself. The practice of sub-letting seems to have
been very common. This was the case not only with the water
mills, but also with the farms advertised in the Manor of
Macchesfield, in the county of Chester. The fifteen hold-
ings of Robert Entwistle in Rochdale were sub-let to at
leaskt six tenants.'

Thaet poliey of altering copyhold to leasehold,
with 1ts vitel influence on the oﬁnership of the land,
advised by Laurence in 1736, was extensively followed
throughout England during the second quarter of the ceﬁturg;
although in certain distriets‘like Rochdale and the cointy
of Cumberland, copyhold remained strongly settled in the
economic system even into the nineteenth century. Leases
for lives were the first step in alteration of the land-
holding. They placed the absolute owmmwship df the land in
the hands of the landlord, but thé tenants retained the
right of inheritance for the durati;n of the lives speci~
fically mentioned in the lease. In the asdvertisements in
the Manchester Mercury, extending from the foundation of
the journal in 1762 till the end of 1755, when the custom
of referring prospective clients to agents for particulars
arose, the parcels of land regarding which the lease is

mentioned may be roughly divided in the proportion of two

- —— - —

l.Man., Mere Nove7,1752 2¢There was a annihn f
. * ® wave of al -
ation to ledsehold in the 16%th and 17th centuries, -
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to one , between 1eéses for lives and for terms of years.
In many ceses, the kind of lease is men%ioned, but only
the annuel value, ffom which one would infer that they
were mo8tly on either leases for a term of years or on
tenancy at will. It may however be concluded thet lease-
hold lands were fairly equally divided between leases for
& term of years, and those for lives. The latter would I
tend to be more numerous in rurdld distriets and the
former in the towns. For example 6niy one of allhthe
properties advertised iy Manchester itself is concerned
with leases of dwelling houses on three lives, though in
that ease the lives are all foung. The prevelence of this
custom during the later seventeenth and the first three-
quarters of the eighteenth centuries is attested by the
deeds and charters of Agecroft Hall, near Manchester.
Theﬁ are Xmx leases for lands in Pendleton, Pendlebury,
Prestwich, eftc., covering the périod from 1631 to 1787,
and are"ce¢hiefly for livea;“lBut this system had the digad-
vantage of uncertainty of tenure.FQSPhcially from the
landlord's point of view, ﬁnd i the case of long lives
wes an obstacle to ad¥ancing the rent as the value of the

land rose, There was also the drawback that in the later

years of the tenancy, the tenants would tend to let the

land run out, and when the lease fell in, it woudd be in
2

poor condition for their successors,

- ——

1. Lancs, and Ches., Ant. Soc. Vol.iv, p.214.

2. Holt., Survey of Lanc. Agric,1795, Spirit of Improvement
poﬁ 81- !



LEASES
FOR
YEARS

B

Hence we find the tenancy being chenged for a
definite term, varying from seven to twenty-one years.l.
One instaﬁqe occurs in Pendleton.ﬁf a lease fof three lives,
and twahty-one years thereafter, thus combining the two
systéms.z Two cages ocour in Rochdale in 1741, of land

let for the term of eleven years; one is Liitle Howarth,

‘9 acres, and the other Newhey, 25 acres. Both are let

- to woollen weavers, and conteln covenants restricting the

tenants freedom of.cultiba.tion.5 A lease of 19 years

is also mentioned in an advertisement, 4and there is oné
case of a sale of & chief rent on some lands in ilgan
that are let on a lease of 999 years. In the latter
cage, 15 years had expired, so the lease.had been granted
in 1740, on the threshold of the period under considera-
tion.5. One of the earliest adeertisements illustrates
the transition. "To be leﬁ.fbr a term of lives or
years, a number of choice farms, from £150 to £6, or
under if requlred...." These bends were in the 1ordships
of Reading and Gt. Harwood, in the triangle bet ween

6
Burnley, Clitheroe, and Bladkburn.

e e -

" 1., Gent. Mag. Nov.1l7568. There are some leases of 21 years

ocecurring in Norfolk.
2. Manch, Merc. Augt. 28%th,1753.
3. A,P.Wadsworth, Manuscript material.
4, Manch. Merc. April 9th, 1754
5. 1bid Septe 16%h, 1755
6. ibid Octr. 23rd, 1753
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A point in connection with church and college
lands remains to be noted. A writer in 1739, fellow of
a college in Cambridge, explains that the custom had

grom up of renewing the leases of years or lives

e

automatically. This was done by adding a life to the

lease at every death, or adding 7 years as each period

: | of 7 years expired, so that the leases aiways had at

| least 2 lives or 14 jears to run. But fines were

: exacted for these fen;wals, thus raising the actual though

3 not the nominal rent; and of course being arbitrary,

they tended fo iq?roduse an element of uncertainty into

the ténura. Some Slighf corroboration of this is |

foudd in the wording of an advertisement of a "messuage,

stabde and smithy in Prescot, lease hold for &oars

renewable from the lassee.of King's collegé, Cambridge.,

under a smell reserved rentﬁz

FK RENTS. : It remalns only to.mention the other main |
system of leasing land that of tenancy at will or rack-
renting. The disadvantege of this is again the undertainty

~ of both rent end tenure. The landlord could arbitrarily

_ raise the rent, or teminste the lease; with the natural

B result that the tenants took es much out of the land aw

they could, and anything in the nsabure of husbanding the

resources of the soil was unknown. This practice w=s

—— e e -

1. Rylands Library Pamphlet 7035.T.5.E.(1739)
2. Manche. Merc. Novr. 13th,1763.
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resulted in turn in the landlord raising the rent to the
highest point at which tenants could be found, and so on
in a vicious circle until the land would be utterly
impoverishéd. In fact this impoverishing of the soil
was the inevitable result of any sysfem that rendered the
actual term of tenancy uncertain, or place the amgunt of.
the rent from year to year at the arbifrary disposal of
the landlord. It was the defect that lay at the root
of leases for lives, as well as the rack-rents, and in the
case of the church and college lands, mentioned above,
the writer says that the arbitrary fine exacted for
renewals_put the tenants "in as bad a position often as
ths_rack—rant tenants, of whom there were few on such
lends." .It has not been possitle to detemine to what
extent rack-rents obtained in iancashire, but several
mesguages, totelly a yearly value of £141, in the Manor of
Tottington, are frankly advertised as being all let upon
rackrrants.l The practice would thus séem to hﬁ#e been
very common in at least some parts of the county. Edward
Laurence disapproves of raek-fgnts and advocatqs leases of
15 or 21 years, with ﬁroper GOVenaﬂts.a

Not only did the system of leases tend increaa-
ingly toward definite periods of time, but leases
during this period contained covenants, or conditions
restricting the freedom of the tenant in culfivation.
Their main -obfect was to ensure thet the lend would at

1. Manch.Merc. May 6th,17565. 2.Duty of a Steward.l150 ff.
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the end of tée lease be left in good condition for
the new tenant. Edward Laurence in 1726 details the
cp?enants which pfevailgd on the estates of the Duke of
K-- in the county of‘H-l-.1 They are 22 in number,
and are_mostly concerned . with the duties of the tenant,
Penants are Borbidden to parw and burn land, or to
sow hemp, rape, flax, woad, madder, etc., and potatoes
or hops were onlﬁ to be sown for private use. They
are not'allowed_to converf pasture to billage, except
where the growth of moss renders it ne cessary, and
they are to spend all hegy and straw on the premises.
These restrictions, designed to preserve the fertility
of the land and the proportion of grass and arable,
are supported by lsying down the rotation of crops,
a four course system of fallow, corn (wheat, rye or

barley), beans or peas, and barley or oats. Aﬁather

- set of restrictioﬁs.whieh refers to keeping rabbits,

-greyhounds, guns, the snaring of game, and the paying

of the mole-catcher, as well as a prohibition of subJ.
letting, evidently hes the same obstacle in views. The
tenant agrees to keep all buildings, bp roads and
hedges in good repair, and scour all ditchgs; to serve
all parish offices and perform all services laid on the

1. Duty of a Steward P.150 ff.
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lend and to pay all taxes, except the land tax.
These are the main provisions and are enforced by
penalties which are severe enough to deter shy
tenant from enfringing them. 3

Nearly & 70 years later, Holt describes
the usual covenants prevailing in Lancashire.a
In his description, the landlord is to repalr the
buildings and the ten;nt to caré the qate:’ials.
Another difference is that'tﬁe tenant is restricted,
not to keep pasture in-tact, but to maintain the pro-
portion of the farm that may be under the plough at
one time: eand instead of a prescribed rotation, he is
limited to the number of crops that may be taken
from one breakiné of the land. He is restrained from
selling off his stock till the close of his lsst year,
and is to receive three-quarters of the wheat that
is growing when he gives up possessione It will thus
be seen that throughout the greater part of the
century the usual covenants remaineﬂ practicglly the
same, except for more freedom in the choice of a crop
for aﬁy one year, and the change of responsibility for
repairs.a In the leases of 1741, referred to_above,
some simple covenants are inserted. In one case the

l. Duty of a Steward -See table appended to this chapte

2. Holt.Survey of the -Agriculture of Lancs.

3. Bee Curtler; Hist. of Agriculture for details of
govenant in Norfolk leases about the end of the
centurye. In greater detail, they are substan-
tially as Holt describes for Lanses.
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farmer is not to plough the meadow ground, and is
not t? set potatoes except for his own use. He is
to do minor repairs and to plant six trees yearly.
In the other, the only covenant seems to have heen
that the tenant was not to plough more th%n four
acres of pasture in the last three years.

FZE OoF : One of the outstanding features of the
=H 18th century with regard to agribulture was the
tendencﬁ to increase the size of farms. A recent
writer has analysed the return from 500 parishes
in England,2 and from these he concludgs that there
was a remarkable consolidation of estates, and'a
shrinking in the number of small ones between the
early 17th century and 1785. According to a table °
he gives, it is seen that s@lected ownérs made their
greatest acquisitions between 1720 and 1'?85.5 His
 conclusion is supported by & very genersl concensus
of 0pinioh among contemporaries that the closing
years of the 17th and the first half of the 16th
century were fatal to the small ownﬂr. The freguency
with which engrossing of farms is discussed during
the 18th cenbury is evidence that the movement was
very wide spread. _Tha classical illustration of this
tendency is the advice of Laurence te stewards.

- = -

1.A.P.Wadsworth. Man. material
2. Johnson; - disappearance of small land owner. Lect,'
3»- 1bid. Pable 6.
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"A steward should as much as in him lieth and
.without oppression, endeavour to lay all the
small farms, let to poor indigent people, to
great onas.“l This is to be done when leases
fall into hand by death or by expiry of the
term. In another place, he assigns as a reason
for this, that tenants whg, in the nobth rent
small farms have, generally speaking, but little
subatance wherewith to make any expensive
improvements.2 Laurence also enéourages the
buying out of free-holders wherever they can be
ﬁersuaded to sell,5 and by the whole tone of his
work, giyes expression to the prevailing desire
to incr _ease the size of holdings, A writer ig
the Gentlemen's Magazine, living in Suffolk,
says "When I first came to settle in this country,

the parish I reside in was divided into 28

farms, exclusive of those who occupied 1&H
and lived in another; and then the people il
general lived well, end at peace with each other;
now twelve of these farms are added ‘to the other
16, disputes daily arise and'gbverty has made

- - -

1. Duty of a Steward. Pe35 2. ibid.P.3
59 ibid.P.36 and 27
4, Gentleman's Magazine Octr. 1752.
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speaks in 17566 of the very ledrge faﬁ&é which are common
on Norfolk, some as large as 3,000 aores.l BEvidence
‘nmight easily be multiplied to sﬁnw the eitent of this
tendency, which attracted such great attention, and,
for the most part, reprobation from the writers of the day.
- But it would be a mistake to suppose that the
whole kingdom was monopolised by greaf farmse. No doubt
the presence of a few'in any district gave rise to
numerous complaintse. Arthur Young, in 1770, gives
varticulars of. "250 farmé,lof all sorts and_sizes, on all
kinds of soil, and under every variation of culfure and
stock, spread over e line of countr&,\more than 5,200
miles in extent, which undoubtedly present an epitome
of all that part of the country through which the tour was
made. One queries the disfance, as in his own summary
in another place, only about 1100 miles can be traced, but
the farms he mentions eertainly present a comprehensive
.picture, and justify ceftain conclusions. The average
total acreage is 287, 148 of grass, and 149 of arable land,
with an average rental of Ll42-12-6d. His conclusion is
that the"greatest part of the kingdom is divided into :
moderate farmsy for these under 300 acres (inclpding the .
most waste and barren soils) cannot be thought large in

le Museum RuSticum April-1765. Letter from Bradfield,
on reasogs for failures in farming.
2+ Northern tour. Vol. 1v. Letter xxxvi.
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any countye. The four extends twice through the large

one of Northumberlahd, which containé few farms that are

small, and some so great as 6,000 acres, several of which
class are included in the'aVerage; the generality,
therefore, must be of very moderate size for the medium

of the whole to be no greater then 227 acrese. This

is a fact which contradicts very stfongly the popular

ideas current at present that the-whole kingdom is
monopolised by great farms% ; He confirms his conclusions
that the average is sméll by the rental figures, saying
that £142 is nowhere counted a large farm, even by those
who complain of engrossing.

Into this general picture, it is easy to fit
the conditions of Lancashire, That county was one of the
strongholds of the small farmer, and the growth of manu-
facturing only confirmed this characteristice. The size
of the farms enumerated by Young in Lancashire vary from
35 to 400 acres, but only two reach or exceed 200 acres.
The district containing the largest is that around
Garstang, where the figures are 110, 160, and 200
respectively. The 400 acre farm is in the Ormskirk
digtrict, bﬁt the others given in that district are sméll.
The average acreage of farms enumersted round Lancaster
and Kabers is 60, round Garstang 160, round Bowles 65,
round Ormskirk the average of 164, and be tween Farrington

2
and Altringham 110, To give the rental figures woudd
1. Northern %our. Voleiv Letter xxxvi.
2e¢ ibid. Vole3. Letter 18
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only confirm the impressioﬁ given by the acreagé, although
they would tend to bring out the fact that there were
many smaller farmé than the average would indicate at
first sight. = For instance, betweem Lancaster and
Garstang, farms of.£10 a year are frequently mentioned,
and between Wigan and Worrington, £15 is mentioned as a
minimum. Round Halsell, near Ormskikk, farms are from
£5 to £100 per annum, but chiefly round £40. In one of
the parishes in this distriect, the text does not make
clear which, Young says there are 2,000 acres, divided
iné® 100 farms, making en average of 20 acres. And in
his recamitulatlon, no farm of more than £200 a year is
mentioned in Laneashire. Further evidence is given in
1795 by Aiken , - ﬂLand haes become more minutely divided

since the introduction of manufactureSeeccsee in_most

. townships there is one farm, still distinguished by the

name of "The 014 Hall", or "Manor House" (the former
residence of éhﬂ_graat proprietor of the district), whieh
is of larger extent than any of the neighbouring farms;
few of them, however, exceed, 600 acres, and many do not
reach 200. The more general size of faims is from 50

acres down o 20 acres, or even as much as will keep a
2
horse or a cow."

l. Northern Tour. Vole. 4. P.405 -f06
2« Alken.. Hist. of Manch. 1795 p025.
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Bnough has been said %o show that in the alluvial
districts the tendency to small farms was ﬁot much disturbed
by the sixties of the 18th century. The teﬁdency to
small holding is accenftuated as we get more into the hill
districts, especially those where manufecturing was being
carried on under the domestic system. The advertisement s
from the Manchester Mercury caﬁnot be considered as complete
evidence, fut they too point in the direction of quite small

holdijgse It will be remembered that the two leases of
2

1741 in Rochdale were for 9 and 25 acres 'respedtively. .
In 1745, ad mentioned above, Robert Entwistie, of Foxholes,
near Rochdale, was possessed among other property of 16
holdings of copyhold land, let to at least six aiffermht
tenants.3 In Brandwood, a district on the edge of the moors,
near Rochdale, about this period, we find that the small-
holder is in the ascendant. Seventeen“dwners.and occupiers"
 have holdings of acreage varying from one and a fraction to
106 acres, the majority being from fwo to 15 acres. Hokdings
of "occupiers only" range from one acre up to 50, the
najority being under 25 acres. The following table of
holdings in Rochdale parish is unfortunately not accurately
dated, but applies, I am assured, to the years near the

4
middle of the eighteenth century.

1, They advertise holdings of 6,13,13,8,15,1D00, 52,(16
’ tenements comprising 41 acres),12,15,3,169,10,20,18 and 9

acres. There is also an advertisement of several farms

from £56 to £150 per annum. These are at various dakes.
£s3 and 4, This information is from the manuscript meterial

of A.P.#adsworth Esq., of the Manchester Guardian staff,

the results of whose
e Se' investigations were placed at my
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out of 298 holders all but six have holdings of less than
forty acres, while of the 292, 222 have not more than fifteen
acres each, But even in Rochdale there is a farm, :
Gristlehurst Hall, advertised for sale, which contains 127

acres of meadow, nusture and arable, and 42 acres of wooded
ground (Manch, Merc, Jan,16. 1753. )

Although more will be said 1ater, it will be well t@z
note here the intimate connection between the domestic systemzf
of industry, and the small agricultural holdings. The ¢
influence of manufactures on the size of holdings of land ig

already being felt in certain quarters in 1726, There is the
example of Sir Walter Calverly, near Leeds in Yorkshire, ~

"whe by laying out considerable sums in building fulling 1
mills on the river, hus tempted the cloth mekers to come and

settle fnere with their families, insomuch that his estate,

and lands round about, gquickly advanced and doubled the old
1 : _
rent," t will be seen later t at the restrictions of the i

municipal corporations in the 197th and early 18th centuries,

and. +1e 1ncreased cogt of living in the town tended to

drive the independent weavers and clothwerkers into the

country, This was eape01a¢ly the case with the attempts to
)
Tegulate the woollen industry of Yorkshire. The uUnciertainty

-

1.ggggg_gg;g;ﬁjeward.9,35—6&_,J 2, See Heaton; Yorkshire
: 9

~Woollen and Worsted Industrieg ( 20) PPRLd- 34, ) 291-2.
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of being able to weave or spin full time, because of the

imperfect arrangements for ce-ordinating the varicus parts
of the manufacture, was an incentive to have a few acres of
land that could be worked in slack time, and provide part clff
of the subsistence for the family. There is abundant kxiﬁx:i
evidence of this connectién between small holdings of
agricultural land and the domestic industry during the
period under discussien. Defoe's description of the
Halifﬁx woollen area is too well known to need repetition
here. The leases of 9 and 25 acres of land previously

: : 2
quoted were both to weavers near Rochdale. Bisghop

Pococke in 1750 tells of encountering a boy at New church,
Rossendale, whe teld him that "his féther paid £6 & year,
kept a2 horse, 3 cows amd 40 sheep, ﬁhat his father and he
wove wanllen; both fdr théir.cléfﬁingiaﬁd'td sell"; which

he mentions as an instance of their manner of living in

these parts. The advertisements in the JNanchester

Mercury of small holdingé of land fr6quent1y mention thet
they are either fitted with buildings for some branch of
the clothing trade, or are suitable for it, Perhaps the
most t:,-'p.ical is the one offering "a number of choice f::%.r‘;n:-;j
of froﬁ'ﬁlso to £5 or order if required....,with buildingS‘.
erected theredn suitable for any farmer, grazier, or

1, Defoe, Tour.Vol;iii,p,lzﬁhs (ed.l"ﬁﬁj

24 ‘See supra; p.42. Note 4,
3. Pococke, Camden 50cC. VOl.l,p.203=4.
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or trader, his is an obvious attempt to meet the needs
of the farmer-manufacturer.

Nor was it only ‘in the manufacturing districts
daf the north that the small holder was able to resist the
encroachments of the great farms. The Vale of Pickering
a8 late as 1788 was largely in the hands of small farmers.

"The major part of the lands of the district are the

property and in general are in the occupation of the
yeomanry. Pickering township contazins gbout 300 free-
holders, principally occupying their own Swall estates.

At present no man is owndr of 82300 a year of landed estate, [}

L

1lying within the township, though its rental, if rack-rent- |
: R8s
ed, would be not less than six or seven thousand pounds."

That suwall hnldlnb wag a success even where mdnufacturanb

was not present is proven uy the fact that 1n this dlqtrlct
rents are higher than in Norfolk, and the highest rents &re:
for small parcels. Theéelle+ at from 3C to 40 éhlllln:b
an acre while the larger holdings seluom brir' more than

z
20 shillirgs. - Such, however, are excgptions to, rather

than contradictions.of; the general tendency to increase

the size of farms

ENCLOSURRS The enclosure movement is the crown and completion
M—“

of the changes in the economic structure of the industry

P L

Octs23, 1753 AgiSE.
Marshall, Yorkshire,1l788. p.20
+ Ibid Ibid.

G o
.
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and at the same time it is the channel through which the
new commercial and individualistic spirit found its full

expression, Bnclosures meant the abandonument of the
wasteful methods of the open field system for a system .
in which econOmy'uf management, and the new technical
progress could reap their fullreward. When farnming
btecame more a source of profit than a means of subsistence
for the coumunity, open fields were doomed and enclosures
were already on:the-horizon. They mark the cowmpletion of

the transition from the menorial organization where the

lord of the manor was the head, social as well as economicri
of a largely self-sufficing community, to the capitalistic
crgenization where_the landlord is the apex of an industry
organized for profit.

- We have seeﬁ-that steps in this direction were
being taken by the gradual concentration of the rights of
ownérship, and by the tendency to a'larger unit of pro=
duction in the larger farm, ‘Enclosures were the logical
cutcome. The earlier enclosure movements were the fore-
shadowingé of what took place in the 18th and 19th
centuries or a much larger scale., They were attempts to
over;ridé or extinguish the scattered rights;bf owneréhip %
which prevented the use of tHé land for what the landlords !
censidered the mos# profitable purpcses. The opposition ﬂ
to them Waé from those who suffered, and their sympathis=

€rs, or from those who opposed the social changes and
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shifting -of nopulatlon whlch enclosures brought in thelr;

train, Similarly with thﬂ ldrver mevement, ex ept

that it came when uhere was saff1c1ent impetuc in the
tiwes. to overbear the opposition, Advocates of enclos~
ures could see little but the great economic behefits.
Cpponents were intent upaﬁ the social suffering and

injustices which ‘enclosures entailed,more, it wust e

admittéd, from the methodalused than from any inherent
evil in the principle of the movement, This expleins
the sharp division of opinion which has characterised
the disCussién of enclosures down to cur cwn day, when
the questicn has ceased to have much more than an
academic interest.

That the dmpulse toward enclosures was economic
ig proven by the elose cérre5pondence between the number
of eﬂclosure*acﬁsvand thelpricé of wheat at different

1
pericds of the eighteenth centurys On the purely

economic side, enclosures were an undoubted benefit,
They made it possible for progressive farmers to

eliminate the waste pf time and of land that was & featureiéT
of the coﬁmdh fields. They made possible experiments in
new nethods, and allowed land to be used mezs for the

purposes ‘to which it was best suited. The result was

- -

1, See appended table of enclosure by decades in
each county.(Gonner).
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a much larger net produce of the agrlcultural land for

it wed peanfeTininy |
gsale to the nenefood-prodicipe portion of the populatlon

or.-for export. Or-the other hand, they had the effect

of dislocating the rural social structure. They
tended to the disappearmnce of the cottar class, who had

gained pdrt of their sub31stence from their small

holding, and of the squat ers who had gained part of &
livelinood from the waste; and deprived both of their
0ld rights of common, by which, they had been able to
keep animals or poultry te add to their méans of susten-
ence. They were an important factor in reducing'the U=
ber of small holders of farms, These, like the cottars,
were unable to bear their share of the enclosure cxpenses
and the new hedging and ditching required by the new
arrangementsi and so were forced to sell their holdings.
They either became tenant farmers, or went into trade,

or more commonly sank to the level of landless labourers.
There is an extensive modern liferature on this whole
guestion, so that it is not necessary for the present
purpose to discuss the merits and demerits of the rove-

n
ment further.

Gonner describes the various methods by which

-

1. Gonner; ommon Flelds and Enclosures, He deals with
he question largely from the purely economic side,
and is 1ittle impressed with its social defects,
Slater, Johnson, Hesbach sre examples of writers who
are mostly concerned with the social side.

Crunttin: ( pook ety Mmmm wrin swilins ] Selirounss i e

@quMJ& é”‘zh? s !
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enclosures was Brouéht abbﬁt, These weie (i)_théTéxtiﬁgfior
of common in the drdinﬁry process of law, by uniting.thé .l'
possession of thé various rights, 5y severing the rights of
common from the tenement td wﬁich they were attache&, by
release by the owndr df common righfs, by diéuse, by the
distruction of_theproduce for whiqh_thé right ﬁas held, etc;
(2) the withdrawal from common by sufferance; .(3)épprovew
ment, that is, the right of the.iord to make any use he
wished of the land so long &8s the common rlghts were pre-
served; (4) agreement, which Vdrled from & genulne agree~
ment of all holders, to those forced by pressure, even to
the extent of.suits in the court of chancéry; this method
was common in the 17th, and to some extent in the 18th,
century; (5) Parliamenﬁary encloaureé by.private éqts, and
later under general enclosure ACub;l

This last was not a novel 1dea for.a general éné
closure act had been advocated as early as 1681_ But en-
closure by private act begins sysfematically with the reign
of Queen Anne,  There were several in the reign of Geosl.,
and during the reign of Geo,ll, they become a considerable
number each year, The peried-to 1801, th£;=é&, throughout
the 18th century, sees the growth of the private acts into
a highly developed system. From 1801 to 1846 the private
acts were passed under the.pfﬂviéions of the General Eﬁ~

; Gueleannss

closured Act of 1801, and afier 1845 Weey were carried out

l.Gonner p,.43 et seq.
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by peg&anent public bodies set up under the act of that
year. In cur period we. are concerned with the stage at
which the growth of the pri¥ate act had arrived about“
the middle of the 18th century,

Three main waves or periods of ehclOBﬁre may
be distinguiéhéd in the course of the eighteenth century.
It is possible that sd far as enclosure by agreement pro-
ceeded it would follow thé main outlines of the waw¥es of
enclosure by Private Acts.. The first period is the one
from the acéession of Anne to the death of George II in
1760. During this period.one writer states there were
200 Acts, 130 for the enclosure of open fields and 70
for the enclosure of waste and éome common.2  Another,
writing somewhat laﬁer; enumerates 208 Acts in the same
period, 152 for cdmmon and Wasté, and 56 for the en~

_ 5 :
clesure of waste only. Hasbach, again, says there were

244 acts, two in the reign of Anne, 16 in the reign of
George 1, and 226 under George 11.4 The last is the most
interesting for the present purpose, as the figures show
the steady rise in the number of Acts, there being nearly
thirteen times as many in the 33 years of the last reign,
as in the zv.years of the two previous ones,

In 1760 the country was on the eve of a great

wuve of enclosure which lasted for the nemt two decades. -

1. Gonner p.43 et seq.

2, Prothero, Bng. Farming, Past and Present.

3« Johnson, Disappearance of the Small Landowner,
4, Bng. Agr. Labourer, Chap, 1,




It should be noted that 11ke.many:ctgér;#f  ﬁ':
movements of the later eighteenth century, this wave of :
enclosures did not rise cut of a period of stagnation,
but was rather the result of the preparation of the pre-

. Vious half zmuri century. There then occurred a decade
ef comparative quiet in the movement, followed by

another great wave of enclosures, beginning in 1790 and

continuing until about 1810. It was when this wave was
in full progress that the first General Enclosure Act é
was passed in 1801, The magnitude of the movement may be f
seen by the fact that in the last fortdy years of the
century there were 2000 Enclosure Acts passed, as compared.
with 208 enumerated by the same writer passed between |
1700 and 1760} The acreage: shows aboutlt the same propor-
tion, being 512,563 acres in-the first pericd and
3,180,871 between 1760 and 1800,  As compared with pre=
vious centuries, there was as much land enclosed in the ;
first sixty years of the 18th century as in two centuries
before.zz It must be remembered, however, that there was
e good deal of land being enclosed during these centuries
by other methods such as those mentioned above, and this
proportion, therefore, does not present an accurate

account of the actual enclosures. The inaccuracy,rsweres,

is not so great as might at first appear, because the

- -

1. Johnson. gqua supra, Note 2,
25 1bia;
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eighteenth century also saw a great deal of land enclosed
without resort to Parliament., ILord Brnle names seventeen

counties where enclosureﬂ was nearly complete by 1790,

and largely without the intervention of the House of
1 _
commons. But it is impossible to ascertain now what pro- |

porticn the land enclesed other than by Acts of parliament

i3

in Yhe eighteenth centuﬁ?pgore toﬁthe previcus ones,

An outstanding feature to be noted in connection
with the Gnclosures of the first sixty years of the century |
is the transition from the enblosure by agreement to that byi
legislative enactments, At first when legal sanction

was felt to be necessary because of the opposition of some

of the free-holders resort Was had to suits in the Court

|
of Chancery; and the decisions of that court fixed the !I
divigion as a legal change, ~ But this was slow and %= !
cumbersome, and in the reign of Anne there began the

sustematic resort to the Parliament, Durinp the early part[

of the century many of the acis are merely confirmatory,
‘2

-~

and some even have no commissioners appointed, Gradually,

however, the agreements became less frequent, and the act
with comnissioners which had at first been the least usual, |
became the regular method, This was perhapd due to the

tacit acknowledgment by Parliament that the consent of the
& 5 s |

1, Bng, Farming. Chap, vii.suffolk,Essex,Kent,susses,
Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, Hereford, Monmouth, bhropbhlr'
Stafford, Cheshire, Lancs, Westmoreland, Cumbe land, i
Northumberland, and Durham. ﬁ
2« Gonner, Common land and Enclosures, i
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owners,of four-fifths of the land concerned was suffi-

cient warrant for the passing of the Act. By 1760 the

Act, where there was no complete agreement, had become ;
it ' ' |
the general rule, (I

3ide by side with this transition there grew up
the ;practice of inserting in the bills provisions de- -;r
signed to safeguard the enclosures from some of the most
common sources of injustice. An oath of impartiality was ||
usually taken from the comaissioners froﬁ about 1760;

it
and there was a gradual growth of provision for publicity

in the preliminary stages, which gave the opponents of the

measure warning and opportunity to prepare their case for ||
the Committee of the House. The provision for the roads j
was naturally one of the earliest safeguards to be H

2 {}
placed in the bills,. The provision for the poor who

would be dispossessed also became more genmeral, but was

not so well guarded, ner- so carefully considered, as some |

other phases of the question, |
Lancashire presents an interesting problem in y

i Eac fasune
I > > :
'~ Lanepswire.  comnection with enclosures. -That county and Cheshire

lay off to the North West of the great enclosure belt,
which, narrow in the South West, gradually broadened out i
as it passed across the Midlands to the North RBastern

Counties, ILancashire belongs to that group of seventeen

1 & 2, Gonner, Common Land and Enclosures.
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‘counties mentioned above in which enelosure was practi=
cally completed without resort X to Parliament, Lord f
Ernle also states that no Parliamentary Englosures took |

place in Ként, Devon, Cornwall, or Lancashire, With

regard to the latter county, he must surely mean that no j
Parliamentary BEnclosures of Open Fields took place there,
for Enclosure Acts for commen and waste are too numerous
to have escaped his attention,. e Hl

The;e were altogether some forty Enclomure . :?

Actw passed in connection with waste and common in

Lancashire during the 18th century, There were two in
1724, and one near Garstang in 1730. For the next twentyl‘f

veérs there is no single act relating to either Lancashire

or Cheshire, though "at the same time multitudes were

e =

being passed for other parts,” The writer responsible

for the above statements says "it is not at all unlikely

that during this interval as at other periods many |
enclosures were carried out by agreement, Where the i
|

commoners were all of full age, and competent to consent,.i"

and were few in number, & sgheme could be carried out
without going to Parliament.” .The title of an Act in 1750??
implies that the agreement was tried byt was found incom- f;
plete withoutjiresort to the legislature. It is entitled
"An Act for eonfirming articles of agreement, and dividingf}
the commons and Waste Ground in the Manor of gulceth,"

— —
‘—;g\_’, — e
N




‘Ogilky's Brittaniae near the end of the seﬁenteenth century. ;F
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Between 1750 and 1762 six other acts were passed, the
places dealt with being ¥llel near Lancaster, Loughton near ||
Preston, Walton on the Hill, and Fazakerley,lLoﬁton near (1
Wigan and Astley, and an Act in 1761 mentioned by Holt in é
1795 for the enclosure of Worbrach Moor, which is missed by
the writer in the Lancashire and Chesﬁire Antiquarian

1
Society papers.

But the presence of these Acts for common and

waste mixtkes the complete absence of Parliamentary enclosures
ai
of open fields all the more notable. It is difficult to

find a satisfactory answer. No doubt several influences

combined to produce the result. The first of these con-

tributory causes 18 the fact that the bulk of the county

wes enclosed before the period of enclosure by Acts, soufhewﬁ
ern Lancashire was one of the wost enclosed districts of a
England as early as the date of Leland's Itinerary in

1536—42;2 Sde LeswseHonilicnle—in3640, Gonner has in

his book given a table prepared from the Tour described in

.r
|
i
|

.

He deduces the percentage of enclosed land from the road

|
i‘
meps. At that time only 12 per cent of the land in Lancee- |}
E
shire was unenclosed. This 1s borne out by the debcr&ptlonsu
of Celia Fiennes in the last decade of the same century. i
1. Lancs. and Ches. Antig. 86c. Vol.vi, p.112-126. : @'
2. Common Land and Bnclosure. Chap,ii, |
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According to her account, the geven long miles féom'ffeﬁtaﬁf
to Wigaq@as mostly through lanes, - From Gascoyne to

Lancaster was mostly all through lanes, being enclosed

country. From Blackstone Edge the view was of a firuitful

velley full of enclosures, and from Rochdale to Manchester 5
1
the grounds were all enclosed with quickset. When the new |

technique of the eighteenth century arose, there would
be such widespread illustrations of the benefita qf en-
closures under the new methods of culture in the old enclosec
land, that it would be easier than in other parts to secure
the consent of thqowner$ to the change. That there were

enclosures of common fields in Lancashire during the 18th

century is proven by the following passage in Holt'saSurvey
in 1795; “There are but few open or common fields now
remaining; the inconvénience attending which, when they
were in that state, having caused great exertions to
accomplish a division in order that every individual might

2

i}

l

|
cultivate his own lands according to his own metho@, and %
concentrate all lands of one propcrty on one point." |

!

Another influence tending tomake agreement
possible in enclosing the common fields is noticed by & re=

cent writer on Social Movements., He says "While in the
Midlands, arable land was being converted rapidly to pastureﬂ
z : ‘ Y e S —_—— Pl B fen

1. Slater. p.255 ff. et |
2 HOlt, General survey of Agriculture in Lancashire p.49. ,
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and Cockeram as typical, total l77'ac}es;:of'wh;cﬂ'q;

59 acres was arable. In the Garstang diStfidf;:thfééDf?

farms total 470 acres, of which 180 only are arable. X |

Roun@ Bowles, between Warrington and Prescot, of 198
acres only 62 are arable, In the Ormskirk district,
and on the road from Warrington to Altringham the pro-
1 =
portion 1is about the same, Gonrner is perhaps nearer
the specific cause when'hg gspeaks of the suitability of
Lancashire for.pasturage. If pasturage was the most
profitabie e BHot Bodid to made of thHe Tand s
division and enclosure would make less disturbance in
the local arrangements than if the whole system of
cultivation were undergoing alteration,

A third cause which may have been operative
is mentioned By both Slater and Gonner, viz:- the
possibility of the land having been held on some system
whereby common righ%s gained no conspicuous position.
Gonner hazards the conjecture that the land may have
been brought under cultivation from the wild state at
a late period; either by direétgenclasure, or by a
system free from common rights. Slater, on the rather
slender evidéhte of the quotation made a%ove from Holt,4
concludes that it would appesr from this Wthat the open

1, Young; Northern Tour.iii,Letter a8y

2. Gonner: . Common Land and Enclosures.p,l24
3, Common Lands and Bnclosures, p.lZz24,

4, See supra.p.49. Note 1,

2
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the general effect of enclosure in the north.aﬁdIWGétff;
extend the area of tillage and with it the means ﬁor cﬁn— g
stant employment.l This quotatlon seems to point the Way;é
to at least a partial understanding of the lack of parlia-
mentary enclosures in Lancashire, The great objection

continually made against enclesures was that they made it
more difficult for the labouring classes and small farmers
to get a living, and thereby led tc depopulation. In many |
parts of England enclosures tended to the increase of the i
size of holdings, and to the increase of pasturage. Where

this was the case, even if there was no actual ¥ injustice

in the agreements for division, there would be less work
for the labouring class after the first hedging and Ff
ditching and rOadfmakihg was over; and the consequence was it
either increased distress or féwer people in the district.
But it is not equally clear that it was an
increase in the amount of land actually under tillage that f
prevented such objections in Lancashire, The fact of

s0 much early enclosure in the county has been mentioned; 4

and not only would the force of exaﬁple reduce the opposi-
tion to the later enclosures, but the comparatively small
part of the common fields left would cause_lesé disturbance
of the sodial organism in any one district., The description
given by Arthur Young of the conditions in Lancashire tends
to show tha% graaé land formed much the larger proportion of
the farms he visited. Three farms quotéd round Kabers [

e el I

1l .Dobbs: Bducation and Social Movements.1700-1850, 0,64,
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f ields of Lancashire, though unerclosed, intermixed, and

subject to some common rule of cultivation, were not subject i

to comnon rightss Angione, therefore, who' by eéxchange or

by buying and selling could get his lands together in a‘con=
venient plot, might enclose without trespassing on his
neighbours," IUnfortunately for Slaterts argument, the evi-
dence as to the_existence of common rights is too strong to
be thrust aside.. The Lees field, for instance, near Oldhan,
remained an open or common field of pasturage till enclosed
in 1841, when it was-laid out for séparate ownership., This

field as late as 1806-"7 had nine proprietors, and was
=2

stinted for 13 coWws.  Furthér it was not likely that common

hights would exist over the “common®, and over the waste,
and not over the arable lands. |
Gonner's other conjgcture, however, that much
land was enclosedzdirectlfrém the waste has more evidence
to support it,. This was espécially the case in the hill

districts, for most of the open or commen fields were in thf

alluvial plains, which would naturally be cultivated first.
Laurence in 1727 declares that it is the duty of a goed

steward to prevent gradual enclosure by yeomen, especially

where the lord of the manor is the owner of the Great Tithe.

- e -

1, Slater. ﬁnallsh Peasants. and the Enclosure of

Common Fields. pa.<b%.
<+ Lancs. and Chess: Antiquarian- boc. VO1l.XXXV.p:43,

.Aitkin., History of Manchester.
:+ Laurence. Duty of a gteward.

el
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The couri% leet records provide numerous iné;éﬁaes,af :

men heing presented for enclosing from theiﬁégﬁe_ %
first, no daubt, they were compelled to throw the f#ﬁ&f
into the waste again, but in some districts the cus£0m'
grew up of exacting ‘a fine% and naking the land copyhold
from the lord of the manor. This was the custom, for
example, in Rochdale, and continued into the ninetéenth

century. In 1811 John Entwistle is presented for en=

cloging 150 acres from the waste; but this waé_for the

purpose of exacting a f;he, as there is no record of “its
being thrown ‘epen dgein. In deeds and willa the phrase
“new takét_in" land frequently occurs during the eighteeh-i 
th century.l There can be little doubt thgt this process |
of gredual enclosure from.the waste went on during Fhe il

sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, but was much

accelerated in the eighteenth. &

gtil11 another factor im the situation is the

presence of manufactures in the county. This is a fmctor ;
of which scarcely any ﬁoticé is taken by modern writers
on the suﬁject; Gonner in his exhaustive work inci-"

dentally mentions that there was s distinct tendency to

ernclosures in the districts adjacent to I,ondon and the

1, ManuScript material, A.P.Wadsworth Esq, .He hus & copy 1
of the Court Leet Record, in the Barony of the Mancr
of Rochdale. In & deed of 1725, for & parcel called
Spotland, the phrase *new taken in land" occurs, and i
in a will dated 1727, land is spoken of as "new taken
in*, improved of gShoreham Moor. The former parcel g
is 2 acres, property of a yeoman, and is oxn copyhold,
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i _ 7
grect manufacturing centres, But he does not discuss the

bearing of manufactures on the enclosure movement. This
influence would have effect in two ways. There was a
rapldly increasing maenufacturing and commercial population,
and much of this growth was in the towns. Lancashiré
increased 78% during the first half of the century, and was
third after Middlesex and Surrey in density of population
amongst the English counties. [Liverpool increased ten fold
from 1680 to 1760; Manchester five mix times from 1717 to
1773. fThese urben populations were creating a market near

2
the farms for dairy produce, meats and vegetables. Such a

demand made the use of small areas for pasture and market

gardening a profitable venture; so that there would not be
3
the same tendency for enclosure to result in larger farms.

Consequently, anything that promised to result in increased |{

produce per acre, or to mske possible more efficient manage- :

ment would be welcomed. Again the demand for labour for

the manufactures would combine with the demand for labour

on the farms to make work so plentiful that the social 8 |

éhanges-would'be:carfied through without any considerable {

suffering for the labouring classes, in fact rather to their!

advantage.

1. Common Land and Enclosure.p.107. Speaks of the influence |
of urban and industirial growth, but says nothing of i
the influence of domestic system.

2. See below Indust, Chap. 1. D.

3. Holt in 1795, also Aikin, remark that land had become
more minutely divided in the previous 40 years,
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On the other hand the combination of farming with

.
manufacturing in the domestic system made the compact holding |

preferable to the scattered strips of the common fields,
The] profits of the manufacture would alsc tend fo make the ].
farmer manufacturer indifferent to, if not actually in Tl
favour of, the process of enclosure. Thus we see that in ;

Lancashire the two main objections to enclosures, the con-

solidation of the land into larger flarms, and the social

suffering of the lower classes and consequent depopulation, ?
did not obtain . The tendency to small holdings was

accentuated rather than checked during the period of enclos- |

ures. The demand for labour due to the more intense farm-
ing necessary to supply dairy-products and meats for the-
growing towns, and the demang?fﬁr part of full time labour-
ers in tﬁe manufactures themselves{.was 80 great as to lead

te higher wages, and increased rather than reduced popula-

tion. These factg go far to explain why there were no Acts

for the Enclosure of Common Fields in Lancashire during the

18th century. The necessity or rather the presence of Actsuﬁ

for the enclosure of common and waste may have arisen from
the fact that proportions of land to be given to each owner
were more difficult to determine, and Acts with commissione
Weére necessary to fix the changes and aveoid litigation.
Again, in many parts there would be ® indeterminate cormon
rights for which there might Ye a legal doubt us to their

halders being entitled to any compensation, and the holders
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guish their privileges without Bompensation., 1In enclosing
common fields these qgestions_would hardly arise, aﬁd
complete agreement would ve much more easily reached.
Further, as the common fields were mostly in the alluvial
pleins of the valleys, it may.be presumed that the farﬁers
there would te more prqgressive than their stfgggling
brethern of.the less prosperous Witd di:tricts._ Then again
it must be remembered that many of the acts in the_fifst
sixty years were mainly to confirm an agreemenﬁ already
'reached. :

In ceonclusgion, it may be noted that.enclosure
would probably be casier where the owners were largely on a
social andg econoﬁis level._u_ﬁarshall degcribes the_propess-
in the vale of pickering, which by 1788 was in a state of
enclosure,  This district was glmost_entirely in the hands of
small yeomen, and enclosure hadlbeep reached by amicable
érrangement amongst themselves, This would seem to indicate
that where small holders prevailed to such an extent as they

did ther and- in most paris of Lancashire, there would be a

]
colmunity of interest and consequently less mutual suspicious
of each others motives than would prevail where the project
was being pushed by a. few large land-hplders.

We may sum up the forces making for enclosure

1, Marshall; Yorkshire Vol. l.p.l7-19.
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by agreement rather than by acts., There WEs'fiféf'n
the Torce of example from the enclosures of an earlier
period. Much of the prejudice against the change woudkd
have died out, and when new methods came in, the
advantage of enclosures would be so manifest that ob-

sction to new ones would be slight, Then we have seen

.

1]
o

hat the accentﬁated tendency to small holdings and
the presenqe of growing towns made inoperative the
usual objection, viz:- depopulation did not follow
enclosures iﬁ Izncashire, and there was an increased
rather than X a decreased demand for labour. In the
tﬁird‘place! the small amount® remaining to be enclosed
would mean that there would be & minimum of disturbance
in the social arrangements. A fourth influence was
that of the manufacturing element iq theﬁbopulation.
For the farmer.manufacturer a compact holding was pre-
ferable te a scattered one., For the cottager, a few
days of agricultural labour more or less did not much
concern him, A steady supply of weft from the spinners
was more important. In the fif'th place, the practicg
of enclosing from the waste for a century or more hadl
familiarized small holders with the principle. And,
lastly, there was that community of interest amongst the

land-holders who were more nearly on a social and econom-

ic level than in most other parts of Bngland,

S
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ECONQMIC - STRUCTURE (contdf)

ﬁARKETb, PRICES, AND TRANSPORT OF PRODUCE.
qu the Teast important ﬁért of thé Edoﬁéﬁic '

structure of an'industry is the orgapisatiﬁh b} which the
gproducer is Llnked with the COHSUMLT. The charadtér and !:
efficiency of this organlzatlon plays a great'part in
determining the axiant or the efseorivs for the

goods, and the extent to which specialization can take
s ; ; o

place in giveh iocalitigs. ﬁot only does thié organiza=
tien, by means of 1ts knowled ze of local conditions in
widely separated places, link up the producer and consumer
most econcmic&ily; ﬁut ifs.@embérs'gre the mest active

agents in promdting improved means of transport and

communicat io.n, : s | i

The ﬁeﬁhod of markefing, and éonéeqﬂenfly the ??
Qr&allzatlon vy which ﬁhé-cohéumer is reached, varies ET
Wifh the product to Be maiketed; The mOSt-direct méthod,lg

and therefore the simplest organization, obtains in
connection with the most perishable forms of produce.

Milk and fresh vevetables represent the gerlanmbl ﬂbods

p

from the farm. so we flnd then produced in close proximity

to the groups of consumers. -Towns are supplied from the

country in the 1mmed1ate vlclnlty. In the eighteenth

.-
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century, in sone blaces like Liverpool, large numbers of
cows were kept in the town itself, In 1795, HOlt
estimates that five or six hundred cows were kept in
Liverpool, and were fed with hay and the food products
from the breweries.l_ But this method did not of course
supply the entire demand, and for five or six miles
around, the cows kept were zlmost wholly for the supply
of the milk and butter required in the town..  Rarely wag
‘wilk brought from a greater distance than ten miles,
and the individual producer was in direct touch with the
individual consumer. This system obtained round
Manchester also but not so many cows were kept in the
town 1uself because Liverpool being on the coast, could
draw its supplies from only;half’circle-of;cguntry,
while Manchester could draw from every side.
Up'tiil'the"last-quarter’df'the céntury, the
milk was brought into town on horseback, and districuted
to the consumers by someone, usually a WOman; from the
farm, During our period this system prevailed, and it
was not till the later years of the century that the
practice arose of conveying the milk in wooden vessels on
carts.s. Similarly, it was not till after the beginning
of the Industrzal Revolutlon that there arose a class of

-, S .

1.Holt, Aurlculture in Lancs. p.15
2« :Ibid,
3, Ibid Footnote to .page 15,
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retailers who bought the milk wholesale frﬁﬁ fﬁéﬂféfaers,
and underfobk the organisation of the distribution in

the town., - This was originally due to thé high price of
labour, and as the towns got larger, there ﬁdﬁid ﬁémédded

the economy in the selling organisarion thus made

possible, Oné retailer could sell the milk from a
number of farms. :

The growth and sale of market garden pfdduce
would be on-a ‘similar basis. The growth of fresh

vegetables was sbmetimegmearriéd A%k on in connection witk
the dairy farm, because of the possibility of selling the

2 _
produce at the same time as the milk. - The sale of #{

butter and eggs would be on the same basis also, but
less dependent on immediate sale, and therefore they

could be brought greater distances. But here too, the

middleman did not enter in to any great extent, except
in connection with the sale orf the local surplus to

distant markets beyond the farmer's personal reach. 1In
the remainder of this discussion when products are f
apoken of, it will be understood that the surplus over

local requirements is generally meant, And in the dis-

posal of this surplus the middlemen played an important
part in the eighteenth century.

: ; ; - of the middleman
’Mmblﬁﬂfw. In fact ﬁhe_development dler > q
1. Holt, Agriculture in Lancs. D.15. Z i
2. Holt.p.16. footnote., An advantage of the carts he
says is that the woman can take zlong some greens as
well for sale to the customers, e




ds
function and organisation constitutes one of the most
notable features of the century Trom the Restoration to
the outbreak of the Industrial Revolution, In earlier
times the middleman was looked upon as an unprofitable
member of society, and his activity was jealously fe—
stricted by pepressive legislation, and continuous govern-
nent interference.  But between 1660 and 1760 this

legislation was repealed or fell gradually into disuse,

T ——————— e———— - e

and government interference was to a great extent
eliminated. During that period the midqleman by his
efficiendty and by the real econcmic services he rendered
established himself in the importunt'position, from which |
even the selling economies of great modern producihg

agencies have not succeeded in altegether ousting him. ;

Bspecially with regard to the products of the farm, he
retains his place with scarcely diminished power.

several conditions favoured his growth, but he

in his turn had no small part in creating and extending

the pance of those conditioms, It is not too much to siy

that the four-fold increase of British foreign commerce
and the accompanying increase in domestic trade during the |

century before the Industrial Revolution could not have
! i i mngtis ASine ables of .
1 Westerfield, Middlemen 1n Engl}uh_3u91ness.Ta.
. Bxports and Imports and of shlpp;pg.pp,122312§.Index 4 
Number of shipping rises from 45 in 1683 to 181 in ;
1780, That of the ¥ foreign trade rises from 51 %® in

16682 to 217 in 1760~64, ;
1
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CORY PRODUCTS. The growth of corn was almost universal e

leaving a surplus for export; and partly of the rapid

i e

>

D
taken place without the organising and-ﬁirecting work
of the classes of middlemen who sprang up in that
century. This growth in foreign trade was the result

partly of a largely increased agricultural production,

growth of manufacturés, gspecially wool, The growing
extent and cecmplexity of the mérket made the specicliza~
tion of certain localities in prpducfion economically
profitable, It will be well to trace here the rise and .
growth of the middlemen function and organizaﬁion as it
affected the disposal of agricultural prodube; This
will group itself round three products, corn, meats and

wool, with a word or two relative to the marketing of |j

butter and cheese. ' : il

throughout the agricultural areas of England. Wﬁile ' |
the population was evéniy distributed under the manorizl
system, and thefe was little specialization of occupa~

tion, each district was practically self-suffieing and

the only marketing done apart from the supply of local 'f
towns was a small expowt trade to the continent from l
districtas favburably.situated for that purpose. By 1552,:;
however, the growth of towns, and especially the growth :
of the metropelis had given rise to a distinet class of

middlemen, They are described in the statute of that L
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year which ¥ied to regulate their activities and
limit, their numbers, Theilr names indicate the way in
which theyiperfbrmed their‘econoﬁié function of,linking'ﬁ=
up the producers of a surplus in one locality wifh the
consumers ina district which was not seifusufficing.
The "hadger"” or "bagger® was the dealer who went from

farm to’farm with pack animals and conveyed the grain
he purchased in bags or sacks on the animals'! backs,

The term "kidder" is obscure, but he seems to have been

e dealer who bought in one market and conveyed thé grain
to another to sgll. Thg'"lader" Wag active in.the rivef]}
counties, and loadsd the grain into barges or boats : g
for conveyance 1o Qistant markets. The Ybrogger" or :;ﬁ
broker was at first One'wha.brbught buyer and seller 13
together but took no paft in the_abtual sale; but he

deveioped easily into an agent for one part of the

other. The "carrier® was also at first an cemployee

whose sole business it was to carry the grain to a

— =

distant market. . But by the acquisition of specialiseci|
knowledge of"supply'and demand through his frequent

journeys to different parts of the country, he passed ;{
' |

ST

easily into the sPéculative'dealer and thus added the I
o . It
#Middlemar function te that of carrier. ¥

The spirit of earlier industrial and commercial _';

1. Westerrield. Middlemen in Bnglish Business.p,135-137.H!
for a fuller description of these middlemen &t that
tine. ; I




legislation was in favour of the consumer, and the
1
statute of 1552  was a compromise between a wish to

eliminate the speculative middleman, who would increase
the price £o the consumer, and the recognition of the

.C“

t that the inequalities of density of population and

l.'.'l

o

the consequent distance between producer and consumer

made the existence of such a class a necessity. The

general principles of this statute were not new in so ol

28 1 as direct inst t practices of regratirgl
far as it w directed sgainst the practic £ grating

> i ; II|
forestalling, and engrossing, and it continued the for-

mer eXceptions in faveour of the malsters and millers,
and boné fide retailldeaiers. Its new feature was that
it ant roduced a s"atem of licensing cértain badgers and
drivers to engross and regrate,,but not to forestall,
mheso ¢1Cﬂﬁses were to be issued +o Wbadgers,  laders, kz

kidders, and carriers of Corn, Flsh Butter and Cheese."

The issuing of them was entrusted to the Justices of

the Peace in the county where the candidate lived, ik

The result was that there were great local inequalities
in the case mﬁx ﬁith“which the licenses could be
obtained. The difficulties thus raised were practically:
removed by_amending the statute in 1562, The amendments
took the form of 1imiting licenses to married men who
were householders and had lived for at least three years

1. 5 and 6 Bds» V1 Cap.l4, Sec. 7,

~ 1
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in the county for which a license was asked. '”i-fee was [

10 be chargéd and a register kept of all licenses isSued,_;'

This legislation seems to have operated tolerable well
until after the Restoration whén it began to break up.

The first dissolvent element was the statute

1 : :
in 1663, permitting export or engrossing of corn when
, : _ 2
the prices at home fell below certain limied prices.

Obviously men who did not require a license to enter this|

trade when prices were low, could be found engaged in
an dillegal business when prices rose again above the

listed level. Then again the price would scmetimes

be below the legal level in some districts and above in-
others. It web not to be expected that men who had
engaged their capital in this business would cease
trading when the ﬁrices rose beyond the level up to
which their bﬁsineas.was legal, "The Act of 1683 was
thus an opening'we&ge'in the rigid restraint laid by
law upon the middlemen of the corn trade."3 Another
element” tending to6 break up the licenseISystam was that
of bringing only samples to market, instead cf whole
loads of graiﬁﬁ' At first a simple economy of carriage,
this method lent itself to large buying, and enabled the
farmer to Seli.ﬁiéﬂwhole surplus crop to one buyer, de-
livering direct to a specified place at stated times.

1. 15 Chas, 1I1. Capv7s -

2, Prices wet were, wheat 48s., barley 28s,, ocats 13/6
' per quarteéer,’

3. Westerfield. p.144

T e e e
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and by 1750 was quite general, It made a great
difference in the appearance of the corn-markets, =
"Instead of the vast number of horses and wagons “of
corn on market days there were crowds of farmers, with i“
their samples, and buyers_such a8 mealmen, millers,
dorn-buyers, brewers, sto.; thronging the market; and
on the days between the markets the farmers carried
their corn to the hoys_and receivedltheir pay,ﬂl AS
samples came tec be entrusted to agents, the way was
opened for greater speculation and a manipulatién of

the market that_hélped considerably to bring the con-

trol of the trade in corn into the hands of the dealersﬂf

The nomenclature of the seveniteenth century gave way il

to more general names such as corn-buyers, engrosser,

jobber, apd hawker. They performed similar Bunctions ﬁq

to those bearing the old names, but their freedom Hig

om legislative restrictions, and growing capital, and

f

&
the increfising ease of communication, allowed themito

buy, ftore, carry,.sell and speculate more freely and  [f

: 2
extensively than before. Another effect of these

changing conditions was that as the laws against
1. Defoe, Ccir. Bng. Trad. Vol.ii,181
2. Westerfield p.147

(44}

'L-;:.,-
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fore-stalling fell into disuse, and ﬁﬁéféﬁyerg?_
tablished cdnnectinns with farmers through:ﬁuyihg froa.
sanples, and dealers calléd on the farmers at-thei:
homes, and bought direct from the granaries, and.the
farmers gradually ceased to go to markef to-sell their
corn, :

Another GArchiistancs that fecilitated the
rigse of the middlemen was & changg in government pelicy
regarding the exﬁortation of corn. 1In 1670 Charles 11
permitted the importation of corn: subject to du;ies
that #x® decreased as the home price increased, He

also permitted the expert of corn when home prices had

fallem below certain levels, and on this export duties

were collected. These 'duties were repealed practicalljy|

in 1689, when the principle of export bounties'yas

adented, éﬂd exnressly in 1700. ;githerto,_the ;
Government had attempted to provide for times of
scarcity by prohibiting the export,and under certain

conditions allowing importation. Now they rewersed
the policy, but by means of export bounties encouraged
the production of greater quantities of corn, so that

the surplus of good years was carried off by exporta-

ot
s

cn, and the supply din bad years would still be

.

{5 [l e
.
g )

2 Chab, dliGaps 3
2 Chasg, .11 Czp. 4, amended in 22nd year of reign.

-
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sufficieit for home donsumptionf Thus we‘f_nd thatz_

our periocd up tlll 1760 was the perlod of England s

pe

greatest export of corn. This remarkable period of
export will bhe conaldeved later, but at present it is

(»}

ted as one of the elements in the rise of the middieu
. Obviously it was not possible for the average
farmer to be in personal touch with the foreign markets,
end os the surplusfor expor t inereased there was &

greater field for the activity of the middleman,

Westerzleld remarks +hw, "thig long legisla-

wpainst the rise of the middleman was at

basis a struggle bétween the economic interests of the
locality and of the metropolis.” . The 1ocal_public i
market, and the "estrlctlanu laid uvon the deallngs of

middleman buyers therein were for_the purpose of ensuring
a direct connection between the producer and the consumers,

Cnly after the local congsumers Bad been satisfied, and %

the existence of a réal-surplus had been proven was the |
buyer from a distance permitted to operate. "The rise ;

8]

ih

the badger through the dev1ce of the license, and of !
sale by sample represent therefore the growing ascendancy

of the metrovolitan and wholesale markets over the local g

o~ X 1
=) |
£

direct sale and public markets,” This ascendancy was
1, Westerfield p,150°

-y

. Westerfield p«l5l.
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practically complete on the ev%{ of-fheﬂIﬂﬁ@éiﬁ

tion, One result was to equalize the priceitoféf“.
censiderable extent ower the country with the Lbndon

price as the standard, the country prices bveing lowsr

only 1t
3

s |

oroportion to the cost of carriage to the metro-

olitan centre. With the ascendancy of the wholesale

3

market, the initiative in getting the cornm to marked

3

ne

sed fron

et

the farmer

7]

3

: o the wholesale merchane operat-
ing directly or_through“ggen?s.

Before turning to a consideration of the re-
mainder of the middleman organization which passed the
corn with or without manufacture to the foreign market

or to the home consumer, it will be well to note the

function performed by the corn-buyers. 1In the first

place they were assemblers for the exporters, millers,etc (|

who wished to buy in large quantities. The cdrnbuyers
bought from many, assembled in the wares and sold to few,
In the second place; they were speculators, assuming a
commercial risk for the sake of p:ofit in another market
or st a2 later date in the seme market. "Time or places
are eéualised in supplies, and the prices becoume

more stable over periods of time, and more uniform

cver large areas.'
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It hag been seen that by the middle of the
eighteenth century there was a distinct class of
middlemen atanding between the farmers on the one hand

and the exporting merchants, the wholesale dealers and

retail deale;s, and the mi}lers, malgters, mealmen and

brewers, etc, on the other, frepe groﬁﬁa of consumers
are to be kept in view, There is the direct consumer

who buys the corn manufactured and feeds it to cattle,

or hes it ground at a neighbouring mill at his own expensel|

i |

o’

&

ef ore consuming it;  there are those who buy it whele~
sale and manufacture it into food or drink before passing iﬂ
it on to its ultimate consumers; and there is lastly I
the foreign consumer, represented for our purpose by the
exporting merchant. :Theselclasses were not separately

catered for, but they or their agents were all in the

market together.

Factors, : There is fi;st.thefactor, who is simply an
azent for a piincipal. His function was not speculation, {‘
but the linking up of the buyer and seller, &and as such |
he is the successor_cf the old brogger. These factors

set up in one place, and accepted commissions to buy

or sell in that market., They established a correspons

dence with merchants or with other factors in other {
markets or ports, and, as agents, undertood the purchase .
or sale of grain for customers at distant pnints. During
the early part of the_eighteenth century when the increaseil“

in the size of farms took place, large farmers began to i

|
#

employ factors in the large markets to sell for them. Thus
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Thus corn factors wers well disﬁributad over the .
whole of England. In London they wefe numeroug, and i
strong enough to build thé Corn Exchange in Mark Lane:
and as the number of stands was limited to 72, they had
a practical monopoly of the sale of corn inltha Poxt. of
Lendene In spite of the ouvtery amengst contemporary

ramphleteers they do not seem to have grossly abused

their power, although as the century drew to a closs,
the standg became ccncentrated in the hands of a very
few factors. They ©old fromlset.put on their stands
and theugh scme of them bought and sold on: their oﬁn
acceunt the majority of them remained simply commigs ierr
agents. By menipulating the amount of the visible supply

through their gamples, they may have somelimeg temporarily

D

nhanced the prices, but thers is no doubt that ever long

periods they steadied both supplies and prices.

=

Iﬂ%@g; This'jdbbér was essentially a sPeéulatdr. Ags operated '#T
. cver long periods, ard stored the grgin-in granaries,

there was a‘daﬁger that in times of scarcity w culd un-
duly advance prices; Especlally was this the case with
the Port of London, which in October and May was de=- {i

clared to be either a clcsed or open port, for the -1

succeeding six months, according as the local price was

high or low.

s aleg The Qorn Exchange in Merk Lane was ersecied in 1750
by private subscription amongst the partleﬁﬁlntir- i
ested, .and 1ts adminstration wae in the hands of a A

conmittee. ; | !
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By flushing the market with reserve'supplies at

these periods they could keep ‘the port closed, and

recoup themselves during the next six months at

o

higher prices. Wegterfield who has invastigated

ct

his subject at some length, concludes however, that

-~

the rossible use of £

o

reign Corn tended on the whole
to equalise rather than to disturb the market p rice

Cecrn. 8imilar conditions prevailed at the out-
' : 1

3
O

rts as well, and with similar results, :
The merchant is difficult to distinguish from the
Jobber. Both were speculators. But in strict nomen-

clature the merchant dealt in foreign markets, he

?"

m
w

an exporter or importer of corn. In timeg of

o

L]
£\
ok

rth the exporting organisation was used to buy
cocrn aﬁréad end import for home consumption. Mest

of the merchants were j obbers as well. Anothsr dis-
finctioq that'may-be pointed out is that the jobber
sreculated more in time relations in the one market,

while the merchant dealt in mapy markets, and specu-

lated in place relations. The period from 166C to

1760 was a period of large exportation, and there

Wwas special opportunity for the rige of merchants

deing & very'large export trade. This increased

export trade was due primarily to the fact that

e e R e B RS

2. Westerfield p. 157
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owing to the New Agriculture and the prohibifion of

the esxzpoxrt of wool, the amountlof-corn produced wa;
inereasing much faster than the'populatidnl; and

- the pollcy of bounties encouraged the farmers to go
on producing, because they would find a market fof

.their corn thrcugh_tha exporters. No doubt the
wars that devastated parts of Europe. during so much
of the early half of the céntur?, algso found a con=
tributory cause.

I The economic process- of the' integration af
functions as capital ino;éasad in the hands of
any individual clags is illustrated by the activities
c¢f thege merchants. The strongest of the merchantsg
in the first half of the i8th century set Up véry
extensive organisat ions, having r esident agents in
the chief corn a:eas,- With their large capital they
began to finapee other operations; and especially'
&id they enter the businéasﬁof banking and gxchange.
The most notable example of this is the firm of
Coutts, corn merchants aﬁd bankers of London and
Edinburgha " the combination of countyy banking and
mercant ile pur@uits was the order of the day about

: i

1750",

e With the advent of the Industrial Revolution

' the population in Urban centres rapidly over-
took the surplus of corn production, and during
the eighties Britain became a corn imporiing
counbry.

Ra Wars of the Spanish succession 1700 to 171E;
Polish succesgion 172% %o 1735. Austrian
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plains 'why so many of the millers were the objects o
; S er

L

ge We come now to that group who were -primerily

manufactu?ers and only became middlemen through the
combination of cirdumstances that enabled them to
increase their profit by performing the middlemen
function. The p:imary purpose of the miller was to
grind corn for those who brought it to his mill.
His profit was entirely in the toll or commigsion
he received for his services. In the first half of
the seventeenth century some millers began to buy
corn and grind it so as tolsell-the flour, but this
enterrrise wag suppressed. With the greater free-
dom of the early eighteenth century, however, the
practice arose agdin, and the millers became as weil

mealmen, flour factors and corn merchants. This ex~-
) £
4

& :
attack in the food riots - that characteriged the fifties

of the certury. Their partiéipation in the midgleman's
functions and profits was stili new enough to be re-
sented by the people. In times 6f gcarcity their stores
of corn would excite to envy and the existing suspic;on

would tend to provoke attack on them.

- e e PP s e e W b e

4, About 1630, when regulations were mads forbldding
millers to buy corn &0 sell again., This was success~
ful t111 the laws against engrossing and forestallin g
fell into absyznce in the early 18th century., Millers:
would naturally be among the first to take advantage
of the new freedom.

5. See especially a/c of the Manchester food riots in
1757=8e pAttack on the mill and warehouse of Hatfield

a miller. b %0 A8, Yol, xxviil.s Pa 88=91¢




Malstexr,
Mealman &
Flourman,

The mealman and flourmen were mainly re=
stricted to interngl trade, becausé of the
difficulty of keeping flour and meal from
spoiling at sea; Foreign trade was mostly
confined to raw corﬁ énd malte The meal from
the great milling areas qf Hertfordshire,
Surrey, and the upﬁer Thémas wag taken down
the river to London in barges, and the mealman
of thpse areasgs were considérable gﬁough to em~=
ploy factors in London to sell their meal for
them., Defoe, however, relatss that abouf

1735 a change was coming over the mealman's

business. Where formsrly they had been the

buyers of corn, and sellers of meal after
having the grain ground by the millers, now

the bakers were bscoming retail mealmen, thus

cutting out the city mealman, while the millers

bought the grain. milled it and sold direct to

the bakers in the city, thereby cutting out the
l .

country mealmen., The functions of the mealman

were those of a shop=keeper in London where he

sdld to privaﬁe.fandlies and small bakers; and

B e e e e e

1, Complete-Engiish TradesmansIl.175.
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of a wholesale dealer and shipper in the country

i
]

¢ was also supposed to .sell better flour, becaw e
he mixed different varleties of wheat together,and
thus secured a hbetter grade of fiour-than the
farmers whose flour was all from. the one variefy
of wheats But this gave opportunity for adult- .
eration. In the Manchester Food riots in 1757 -8
one of the charges made against Hatfield and
Bramm®l wag that they mixed acofns, whit ing, and
beans with the flour? |

.“Originally malting was a domestic affair"a

and was carried on by each farmer for his own

purpocse, the larger farmers malt ing a surplus which ;t
was sent to the towns. But gradually others entered ;”

the business, and it was combined with guch Pusine ss

ot

es as brewing, baking, and victualling. But during;;;
the eiéhteenth century there wag a great increase-ir;
drinking in England, and the buisiness assumed huge |
proportions; It is possible that Westerileld over=~

estimates the increase, becamse he does not give

S F e B

-

2. lancashire and Chesire Antig. Scce Vol.xxviii
fairly complets account based on the reports in
+he Manchester Mercury.of the current dates, and
letters from the fimm'published in Whitworth'!s

Advertisger, =

3., Westerfield. p,l?a.

4

Victe County History, Cxford, II.194.
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s ufficient weight to tbe influence of the rapidly.r
growing urban centres whers of course damestic malt—.:
ing and brahing was hﬁpfacticable,'noﬁ does he notica;i
- in this connecticn the very large export trade in |

mait. The increase of travelling, and consequently

in the amount of drinking in inng and taverns, would |

also help to account for the large trade in malting.
A table of exports of grain fron Chisatmas 1734 to
Chrigtmag 1735, shows that Yarmouth stood second to
London as an experting port, and this ascenﬁency
cver the other outports ﬁaé entirely due to the
trade in malt. From that port 92,374 quarte . of
malt was exported. Wells owes 1ts pouition as
third port in fhe'kingdom to the same cause, with |
60, 247 quarteis? Other pofts with a considerable
export of malt were Lynn Regis, 17,4L1 qrs.;
Cichester, 11,339 qrs.; Portemouth,8,245 grs.; Hull,
8;063 qrs.; and Blackney and Clay which exported

. 9,369 gqrs. Apart from their export trade the

maltsters gold mostly to t“e brewers.

e

5¢ Postlathquﬁg TUniversal Dict. nf Trade and
Commerce. 3rd ed. 1766, Vol,l, under the article

on Corn.(The pagss of this work ars not numberad. )
The table is given and a certified Statement from
the Custom House, London.. Mar. 8, 1735.




ground in cust_om mills or even in mills of their own,

2l.

Baking was an indﬁstry confined largely tb.tha"
towns, and repregents the last step in the course of
the corn made into food before it reachéd the ultimate
consumer. The baker was assenfially a manufaéturer
and retail dsaler, but. in his case 4% in YHat e otrer
corn dealers,-thare ig a fendency to assume other .
functiong as well, ‘This tendency is well marked in the
first half of the 18th century. It was eommon for

bakers to buy corn in the country districts, have it

thus combining with their baking, the functions of the
miller, corn dealer, and nealman. For example the firm
in Manchester before reférrad to, was a partnership of
a millsr and corn~factor with a baker in *town. That_
they deat in other commodities also is shown by the
report that the mocb when they broke into the house of
this firm on June 7th, 1757, threw inio the street a

great quantity of cheees as well as flcur. In the

report Bramwell is referred to as a baker who grinds hisg_f

own corn, c=ad who for some time had been a gonsiderable
dealer in corn. Another writer of the period shows

the various ways in which the bakers got their flour.,

T 2 ey e e

1. ILancs. and Ches. Ant. Soc. Vol.xxviii. p.82 =91,
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Many in country places buy all 1ﬁ corn, and have-it_
ground either on hire or at mills of their own; some
buy only part in corﬁ, and part'in-maal as ocpportunity
_offers; whil-st othersg, particularly‘in London buy all
they use in flour from the mealmen or meal factor," s
The bakers sold direct to consumers though in some
instances itinerant cadgers wers used in London having

e 2
every thirteenth loaf as their profit.

Brewers, The brewers, distillers and taverners Tepresent
Distillexs :
Taverners. the middleman who passed the corn to the consumers in

the form of drink. The brewer before 1689 was a retail |
dealer as well. Hig practice was described by a writer | f§

in 176C as follows: The brown ale and small beer weré

"mostly fetched from the brewhouse by the customers

" themselves, and paid for with ready money; so that the
breweis entertained but few servants, fewé; horses, and
had no stock of ales or beers by him, but atrifling
gquant ity of casks and his money re%uﬁned before he paid
either his duby or his malt?" But during the wars be=

tween 1689 and 1713 the duties on these liquors were

._._..._..._...—...-..._—.-._.-......._..--

2+ Tracts on the Coxn Trade, 1?66.(Ryland° Library, 8.69 [
T.u.?.157] P23 s |

3. Westerfield. p. 174.
4. ‘Gent. Mag. 1760, 537
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heavily increased, chiefly in the form of excige on

malt, hopé and coals. As the duty on hops was the]smallsx
beer vas devised as a cheaper drink to produce than ale;.
The custom of drinking porter aiso 8rose . Thié was

beer stored fof a period of at least'fivé monthse ALl
these circumstances, combined with the great increase in
travelling vhich increasdd the amount of ligquor sold at
the inng, meant that a large trade was possible, but alsc
that'lergér capital was necessary to carry it on. The

br ewer practically ceased to retaill his own wares, and
retailing passed entirely'into the hands of inne=keepers,
and ale-house kegers. About the middle of the century
however thay begen to rqgsée this function by gaining
financial contrbl of many wf the inns and ale=-houges in
the ccuntry. This contrel over the retailing of th eir
own goods gave them cpnaidérabla power over the markets

f or corn. They formed such a large proportion of the
buyers that in the last four years of the reign of Ceorge
IT laws were passed forbidding the making of certailn
alcbholic liguors from any gort of grain, or from amg flow
and neal.g Thege years were years of séarcity in England,
.and it was felt that‘graih should not be used so much for
Giguors when it wes needed for food, and the presence of
-Erewggs and distillers and distillers as such lafge buyers
of grain unduly enhanced the prices for the poor.

-y R e N

4. The use of porter iapidly spread after 1722, !
1. 30 George IT, Caps. 10 and I5; 21 George 1I, CaE.I,
' 72 Geo. II. Caps 2; 25 Geocs II Cape 4. These statues
are guoted fxer Westerfield pe 179.
: Ty
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Two other poinﬁa ma& be brisfly noted, The first is
that thelitinerant brewsr waé mich used in the eifhteenth
century.  The other is the addption of the national sys-
tem of licensing retailers,' For a long time licensing
had been resorted to by local authorities for the sake of
adminstrative CDntrol,.sither as a temporary or perﬁanenﬁ
expedient., But in 1736, an Act of Parliament provided
that no person "ghould be pérnﬁtted to vend, barter, or

~utter splriftuous liquors, except by a licenss with a duty
payablethereon."8 The resu;;t so far as our purpoge hers

is concerned is that it concentrated the trade in the hands

. £ . "
comparatively few retailers. Theré is no doubt this

i

0
legislation algso gave an impetus to the movement of the
brewers and distillers a lifttle later toward control of

the retail houses, forms the only important exception to

the growth in the freedom of the middleman from gOVSrnmen?

control during our period.

e 1

ji&k@g_ There were three main markets for the surplus grain
cf the corn growing counﬁies;.viz., the industrial areas
that had ceased to produce sufficient for their own needs,
the great urban centre: of London, and the foreign market.
Beforé 1760 there was comparatively little local special=
ization in industry to the exclusion of corn-growing.
Wegterfield fointa'out that.by 1760 "a few centres in
Lancashire and Yorkshire had specialised at textile/

2. Westerfield. Q:FEQQT—EQQQQEEQJ. 7,C.H. Berkg. 1,407,

Ly it L o :
Z. Ivid. From Gent, Magazine,1736,595; and Journals of H.of C
88, 6%¢. This quotation is from the resolubtion of the Housge,



manufacturing to the dregree that they gavé over, .
comfaxativély speaking, Agriculture, and 80 dsfoted
themsslves %o manufacturing that they Pecame depend~
ent on adjacent districts for corn suppliess " But in
the older industrial reglions in the Wést of England,and |
in Norfolk, the specialization had not become so intense,
and they supplied their own-nseds.* This process wasg
furthersd by the fact that in the monufacturing districts
- of lancashire and West Workshire, the land was not 50
' productive, nég the climate so favourable for corn pro=
duction as in the eastern counties, and in the Weé£. Corn
production ¢urtrur deﬂlinnd because the increasging man-
ufacturing population made dairy farming, and stock
breeding mors pr ofitable than corn growing. A wrifer in
1758 notices this specialisation especially dn the West
co ast . He says "that the counties which are the most
poPulous, and whera manufactures chiefly flourish in
both islands generally grow less corn than other counties
less populous and less mapufacturing. Thus many counties
on the East coast generally supply othars on their oﬁn
side, but particularly the West coast of the 1sland,
even in times of plenty. "Even thisg supply was not avays
adeguate for the growing population of the Manchestox /XX
4, Thid. Padm i it oAl A

5. Tractg on the Corn Trade. Written 1?58,.republished
1766, Rylands Library, Vol. T T O iy
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Area , Hatfisld and Bramwell, defending themsslves
against the charge of engroasing,'in June 1758,'say that

they had not bought much coran locally, but had brought

B

ogt of their suppliés fronm the southern and remote parts.
of the kingdom; and they claim that their im?orfation had
' actually lowered the price. To the charge that they had
greatar quantitiés than their trade required, théy reply
that their stock was only sufficient for the demand, in
view of the uncertaihtiés.of wind and weathexr, and The
difficult passage of vessesls by sea, especlally ;n.time 6f

war. In another letter which followed the later riots of
A ? 5

November, 1757, they speak again of theixr imported corn.
The ché2f corn markets of Lancashifs about 1750 were
Ormegkirk, and Prescot, frcm which the corn wag carried to
Liverpool, and tﬁe manufacturing area rouad Manchester,
and to the north and eastlof it. As early as 1735,
Liverpool figures amongst the ﬁegligible ports in the

export of corn. In the previous year only £249 was paid

§. 1730, 33 windles imported corn at Liverpool unsaleable
because of the exceptionally good crop of that year.
So that as early as 173C corn was being imported into
the Sg IhancaShire areas VCCIH‘ IﬁnCS.II 419"456!

1. Whitworthts Advertiser, June 14-31, 1757.quoted.Lancs.
" and Ches. Antig, Boc. V0.28,pp.82=91.(The rict took
place June 7ths)
2. Toid. dJan.9th,1758; following the riots of Nov. 1757,

3., Pococke,(1750) I, 207,209,
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as export bounty on grain from that port. The small
surplus-repreganted by that export would be more fhan
wiped out by t he growth of Livérpool, and of the
Manchester area in the next twenty years. The farmers
of lancashire carried their own corn a considerabio

distance to market., The figures given by Young in 1770

show that they carried corn from 7 to 12 and 14 miles,

=]

1ist

o

nces only exceeded by some of the mountainous dig=
. - 2
of Northumberland and Cumberland . This would

riet

ct
o]

indicate that Lancashire corn production was not very
great, or marksts would have been established that would
have permitted a shorter Carfy for the farmer, An instanc
of the use of carriers is noted by Young. The farmers
round Penrith bring their corn to that place, whsnoezit
is sent to Kendal by carriers, to the market there;/

But the movement of corn into the indusirial area
of South Lancashire and West Yorkshire is insignificant
when compared with that toward the great consuming market
of the kingdom. Not only did London dxaw off the surplus

Thames valley, the richest corn producing paxt

[P ————e e i SR b ot A Bt

1]

corn of th

i. Pogtlsthwayte. Univ. Dites (referred to.above p.6l,

i note 5)- = : .

5. Young, Northern Tour, Facts gathered from Vols.ii and
: i1ii, numerous refsrencess

'b. Young. Northern Tour, Vo.1 111, P»



of England, but coasting vessels from the'north and'ffam
the east coast of Kent brought their quota to s%ell the
totals In the‘early fifties of the century the Gentle~=
man'! s Hagazine began to quote the priceé of grain_ﬁonth-
ly from tée following markets, all of which were supply-
in London ; Mark Lane (The waterside exchange), Basing-
stoke, Reading, Farmham, Henley, Guildford, Warminster,
Devizes, Gloucester, Crediton, and London. Begldesg being
the largest consuming centre of the kingdom London was
the largest exporting centre for corn. In 1734~8 London
exported 59, 7g4 quarterslof wheat, while Portsmouth, her
earnegt competitbr,ih that grain gxported only 16, 876
quarters. Bther ports in order of their wheat export
were Artndel, Berwick, Southamptén, Chicchestexz, Lynn
Regis, Yarmouth and Dover, The total export of wheat from
the country was in that year omly 153,343 quarters, so
that London exported roughly 2/5 ofthe total. When all
grain exports are considered, london is still faref . but
Yarmouth and Wells are considerably ahead of Portsmouth,
and the order of the othsrs are slightly changed. is "
noted above Liverpool'scarqeiy figures in the table.

The supsriority of,yarmouﬁh and Wells over the othgr out =
ports is due to a large export of barley and malt.

It gshould belnoted'howevsr that this year was with the

e e e R e B

7. Gent, Magz. Jan 1754.This reference is typical of every
isgue and that year and before for two or three reascns,
1. Postltthwayte. As above P, 64.
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in the thirties, Yet it is likely that in other
years the various ports held their relative pos=
itions wi th only minor chgngeé.

The ¢xp ort pf sﬁch large quantities was a
_featufa of the first 60 years of the eighteenth.
century., "Until the close of the fifteénth cen-
tury England produced a surplus of corn for expo?tﬂ
In the sisteenth and seventeehfh ﬁp tiii about 1670,
the rapid growth of London had reversed the direct-
ion of the foreign corn trade. Although export was
st i1l going on , it was probably more than balanded'
by the import 's to the London area. But after the
Restoration, freer importation and export, though.
under dubties, followed by the policy of export bounties,
and tre ripe.of the new Agriculture causesg, the éupply
again to become sufficiont for export, The following
éablg will show the rapid rise of the exports up €111

1756 , when thers followed three yesars of poor crops,

and restriction or prohibition of export:-
Agounts in quarters, annual average for the decade.

Decade ., Vheat Barle “lalt. Malt.
I700-09  104,C00 27,80 115,625 (1702-17¢9
1710-19 104,000 28,400 209,100
1720=29 114,600 15, 700 270,700
1730-39 294~500 36,500 185,100

- 1740-492 289, €OC 58,@00 = 246,300
1750-56 - 433,14 76,714 °  293,8C0

- e e B

« Wegterfield, P, 158
Owen of Henllys. Descr., of Pembrokshirs, decribes

in 1603, the export of corn to "fraunce, Spain,
Ireland, North Wales, and other places". p. 56.

4, Musgeum Rusticum. II, 282-96. See end of present
Chapter, S

[ I 4]
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It will be seen that during the fifty six-yéais
included in the table of export of wheat incrsaséd'by

S

416 per cent; barley by 28l per cent, and malt by Z17
cent, Rafef&nc; to the complete table will show
that ths record year was 1750 when the export of wheat
reached 947,000 quarters, barley 324,800 quarters., and
malt, though not quité 80 much as.in‘;ne or two other
years was 331,000 lbs, After 1750 the amounts decreas-
¢d ¥ill the lean years of 1757-9 wsre reached. Even
when exportation was resumed, it never reached the old
volume, and during the ssventies, ths balance swung *o
the side of import wheres it has continuved ever since, |
In the yearsg between 1733 and 1756 exﬁorts egceeded
imports bf more than 11 millions of quarters, but
from 1767 to 1801, the imports were 7 millions greater
than exports f

"Ag compared with the average price of wheat in.
the seventeenth century, the first 65 years ofzthe
eighteenth century ghow a fall of 16 pex cents " A
,comparisbn of the years of high pricasswit“ the correg~-
ponding years in the table of exports, will show that
when the price rose at hone because of scarcity, the
-export fell, and in some years the export bounty was
suspended. 'Aftef 1700 the bounty on axpoff was éus¥

vended in six years viz: 1709,1710,1741.1757,1758, /

Lord Ezrnle }Prothero) Engs Farm Past and Present.
Appen\iiXUI Io ie : :

Lord Ernle. Eng. Farm. p. 262

See table at end of chaptere

(9]
s
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end 1759, while in 1741, 1757, and 1758, POt Bk was
adwitted dury firee. The total of wheat admitted in
those three years was'only 169, 455 qpartars,l, con=

iderably lsss then 2 normal years export IN THE TWENTY
years during which they occuaed. It is prquable there~
fore, that the benefit of frse import was not so much
in the actual amount asg in the pdssibility of ifts re~-
ducing the-prices, and this kept the home dealeré from

-

akdéng full advantage of the scarcity. The average

t at Windsor from 1740-1760C inclusive

o

rrice of whes
was 78/3 per quarter, and in the years of suspended
bounty, inciuding three of frge impert, the price'was
46/6, 60, and 41/6, and 39/6.é'

Lancashirs pfices haﬁs been difficult to obtain
during the period. But those taken from the Manchester
Mercury in 1752-3 illustrate the normal r=lation between
a country narket of the time and the metropolitan one,.
From March 1752, when ths price of wheat was 24 shillings
a load, the price gradually fell to 18/6 in the early
part of June, then rose to 25 at the end of September,
whe n after holding fairly steadily till December it

fell away, and during December 17528, and January and
February of the next year -1t ranged from 18 to 20s
per loade. It then rose again till in June 1% stood round

24g and there remained till Septomber.
3. Lord Ernle. Eng Farming (tron¢elo) 261
4. Ses tagble at_end of c¢hapter, bassd on "Museun Rusticum.
1765 T LD e, 400,
5. Harropl's Weekly, (Manchester m&¢GL1Y‘ laxch +75;5593Pt-
- o
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At Windsor during the same timelthe average price wasg
from 41/10 to 44/8 per quarter. ., At Bear Quay and Mark
Lane the prices in January 1753 were 3%-Z4s, and in 1753,
2

o i o W o v 0
POl B

From the foregoing sﬁatemepts it will be ssen that

on the eve of the Insusirial Revolution, England had

just emerged from a period of low prices and plentiful
crops, into a period of comparatively high prices, and
scant ier crbpss From 170C till about the middle of

the century, the production of corn had been 1increasing
much faster than the population, but iﬁ 17€C the differw
ence was beginning to be made up by the flourishing :
urban centres, especially Liverpool and the textile
centres of the North. The question occurs, why did not
the farmers in tﬁis pericd of low prices lay their cora
lend to pasture and by reducing the production raise the
price againg Hagbach arguse rhaﬁ the farmers adopted.
new methods of agricﬁiture in oxder to reduce the cost of
production.. The bounty probably eﬁcouraged continued pro=-
dvction b& providing a steady market at fair prices, and
thus kept up the area under cultivation., On the other harnd,
rasture was discouraged by the prohibition of the export of

wool during this perio ds Thus & _ven the govermment policy

e B P e P s e P e e R

-

Gr Ses 2 and 4.

7. Lord Frale (Prothero) pe. 263.
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furthered the growth of urban manufacturing centres by
encouraglng cheap food to maintain the worksrs Wholghould
specialige in manufacture; and by trying to ensure cheap
raw materials with which tc co mpete successfully against
the industries of the continent, |

Next to cor@'itsaif cattle wers the most general
product of English agriculture. Before th e sighteenth
century the middleman function go far as it was-parformeda

all w

1
w
B

anaged by the graziers and drovers., The grafiers
were men in possesgsicn of large tracts of meadow land, and
they bought lean cattle from farmers and fattened them for
the market. They, themselved, markeled fthe cattle locally
or at London, probably employing droverse In this way the
grazier performed the middleman?!s function of assembliﬁg
the product for the m a?ket from numerous smaller producer
Ag a producer he fed the cattle and prepared .them for the
market though he did not breed them himself‘, The drovers
originally employed temporarily ox permanehtlylby cattle
ralgers, and graziers, to drive-their cattle, easlly aldde
the function of buying em route to sell in the narket.

By the lagt half of the seventeenth ceptury the drovers
was more middleman than employee. In the markets the

farmers, drovers and graziers sold as a rule direct to the

butchera

Z. There i é'considerable evidence that drovers aqted
as agerts for the buying of articles on commission

the conveyance of money and even lcaned money on
occasionss.



The periecd up t111 1760 is notable for two charges in
this method of marketing. The first is the interposition
of the jobber between the pro_ducers and drovers and the
market, én; the rise of tﬁe salesman who stood between the
jobber and the butchers. The second 1is the.wéy-in which tke
drover ceased 1o .exercige his mlddleman function, andvbé-
came again an empioyee whose ‘sole business was to drive the
catile to markst for cthers. The jobbers bought the cattle
from the graziers, drovers and farmers when the catile were

actually on the way to market. They sold agair either om
the market or while en route. And the same cattle mighﬁ-be

Jobbed ssveral *imes before they actually went to the
butcherg. Thsy also extended their buying to thé farms,
and by their superior knowledge of the'markaf conditions,
gradually gained control of tﬂg markets, and farmers and
graziers went less to market themsalves. " Before 1750 thﬁ
jobbers had gained the monopoly of the live stock market."
Farly in the century they begarn to develop a.sort of 8tock
Yard by écQuiring tracts of grss lands near the markets
they could keep the ir purchases in reserve and pul then on
sale when conditilons were more EuVOLI&blBo Westerfiold
points out two résults of this. Cne wags that this reserve
supply tended to equalise supplles over a period of time.
The oth_er mot so good, was that they could use the supply

to flcod the market, and so have a chance to buy up from

e e b b e S e e e e e T e e e B R

l. TWes terfield. p. 191,
20 Ibid. p. IQBQ



the farmers and greziers at bargain rates, and thus re-

-tain their own monopoly of the market. In spite of the

outery amongst the pamphleteers of the time, it is
probable that thé Jobber performed a useful ezonomic
function, By his speculative activity he would teni to
cauge a supply that varled in both place and time to fit
a demand that was by comparison éteady in many markefa;3
As the roads improved and the farmers aseme into clogsrx |
touch with the markets, and could market cattle as well

in winter as in summer, the advantags cf the jobber would
1

-be. legsened.

The jo bber specialised in the buying side of the
business, The Smitnfield market during the eighteenth

century another middleman, the galesgman; arose, His

furction wag to sell on commigsicn for the jobbers, and

raziers. Large graziers would comsign droves of
cattle tc a salesman who sold to the best. advantage. He
dlso sold for the jobbers. The usual commizsion was 1/6
per bullock and 3d per shesp, during the dacad§'1751—1760
the average annual sales on the Smithfield market amounted
to 642,000 sheep and 86,5C0 catﬁle.z Some of the sales~

men tended to agsume jobbing functions as well. They

‘rented large tracts of land and thus held cattle for some

days ‘before selling. Large sums of money would be left

—

ir the ir hands for varying periods from the sale of
cattle for the grazlers at a distance and they employed

- Defoe IT 370.
« Wegterfisld p. 1%5.
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this money in jobbing. So tha* some bf'theﬁ'did'a“bon-
siderable jobbing tradse with a 3ma11 oe;i tal of thelr own.r
The economic service they performed was chiefly in saving
tinme and money for'the_graziers who would ‘otherwise have

been forced to attend the market themselves. "The jobber

and the salesman working together facilitated the

satisfaction of both the breeder and consumer by reducing

the difference b etween ihe cogt at the farm and the

selling price at London.

The drover had, as previously obgerved, added to
nis function the b buying of cattle en route to market and
disposing of them on the market along with those which he

was employed to drive for the farmers. But during the

e

eighteenth century, as the license system declined, the
~ jobber tock over the buying and selling_fuﬁcticn and the
drover became again an smployee. Neverthslsss, he was
a very important man in the cattle trade. Hundrads oF
-Yhousgands f sheep and catile had to be driven annuaily
Tebém breeded to grazier to market, over country much of -
which was unenclosed, and 1t must have been so sma11 
ragponsibility to secure the safety of cattle and gheep
over a journey of many days and perhaps weeks.
At the congumers! end of the scale we Tind the
carcass, and the cutting butchers. Ths carcass butchers
are the whoiesale men who buy from the graziers or the

jobbers, and slaughter the animals for consumption,

e e E e T e e e e -
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The cutting butcher gradually became ecomomically dependent
on the carcass butcher, who complained prevented him from
buyiné-in the open market and thereby raised the price. And
in the eighteenth cnntur& with no means of cold storage, the
monopoly of the suﬁply of meat was not very serious. The corm
stant danger of spolling would be an effective_chéck on
monopolistic raising of prices. In the gmaller markets of
the country outside‘London, the carcass butcher was absent,
che #f1ly because the wholesaler cannot submit where the trade
ig small,

Young gives the current prices of meats in the
various parté of Lancaqhiré in 1770} Mutton varies from
2%d per 1b, at Altringham, Liverpool and Warrington, to 3d
in the rural parts, such as Kabers and Garstang. Beef was
fairly cdnstant through the countfy at 2%d to 3d per 1b.
Veal was from 3d to 4d per 1b., being highest in pri¢e at
Liverpool. Pork sold at 3d to &d per lb. The average pricees
throughout the North was 3d for Mutton, Beef and Veal, and
3%d for Porke. It will thus be seen that the prices in
Lancashire ruled somewhat higher than the rest of the North
except for Beef, which was somewhat lower. ghe reaéon-for
this is probably the presence of the growing of the.ﬁanu-
facturing ares in the céunty and the fact that the dairying
would provide a constant supply of animals for sales In 1765
a writer in ﬁhé Museum Rusticum give the price of_cow ag

Re
from £3 to £8, Sheep from 10 to 20s, and Hogs foom 5 to 40s

- RS WY e W

1, 'Northern Tour, iii.

" UMeim cmrnee: Danevd 2 mtrn  TanTia Ty 1765 ®
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This was in Hertfordshire, but as average weights are not
given comparison is difficult.

Defoe in 1726 says that the chief butter counties
were Suffolk and Yoq_ksl, which sent their Butter in
firking up to London. He speaks of Suffolk as a county
that produces perh aps ﬁhg best .buxter and worst cheese
in Britain? The cheese counties are Cheshire, Wilts.
Warwick and Gloucester. In this cheese trade lancashire
ghares, Defoe himself tells us that Warrington has the
great market for corn, cheese and Potatoes, which are
bought largely for export? Maitland estimate in 1720
that London was consuming some 21,000,000_poﬁngs of cheese
annually of which more than half came from Cheshire4.

As part of this enormous export went by way of Liverpool,
the lancashire cheese was probably included under the

general name, as the Wiltshire cheese was market ed under
the name of Gloucester cheese . General price of cheese

in
in lancashire about 177C was 334 per 1b, Zm& the South

.of the County, and 3d in the Northern parfg. The average

price through the Northern Counties was Sd: e
Cheshire cheese was shipped from Chesteré direct to

London, or sent from Frodsham to Liverpool, whence it was
Se Defoe, Comple. Eng.'Tradesnan. Pe 394,

4. Ibid. Tour i. 41.

S5 Ibid. TOU.I'@ iii. 248.

6s Westerfield p.205.

7 Ibid,
8« Young. Northern Tour. iii.



s?ipped oither direct to London, or to Scotland or
Ireland. Tn some cases the cheege was conveyed across
country to the Trent down that river to Gainsborough

or Hull, and thence by sea to London,. The Gloucester
cheese was mostly distribuled on inland routesg. It

went by land to the Severn, thencse fo Bath and Bristol;
by land to the Thameg, and down that river to London,
and from thence distributed to the manufacturing dis=
tricts North East of fondon; or it was sent once a year
to Stour-bridge fair whefe it was sold to the retailers
direc‘l:.1 Not much'mention of the Gheddar,cheéae of
Somergetshire be omitted in this brief survey. It

went mostly to London where it fetched about four times
the pricé of the €heshire cheese.

The middleman engaged in this business apart from
the retailers, were'the factors and cheesemongers. The
cheesemonger was originally a retailer,.butlwitﬁ;%h&*
decay of the laws against engrossers, many of them be~-
‘came wholesalers., In the Cheshire cheese trade, the
London chhesemongers operated a line of vessels of their
own, and among the petitione against the bill limiting
the number of horeses to be used on carriages on the
turnpike roads in 1751,there is one from the Cheese-
mongers, showing that they had also a large overland
trade.z The factor was an agent employed by the cheese=

—n---.——-..-.-—-.-.—-..—
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i, Weaterfieldg P. 208.



=g |

of the cheese producing ragmois;.rhey }1éitédﬁfh;'d
farmeTs and arranged with them to deliver their .
cheese to Frodsham or Chester, Sometimes the trade
was organised the opposite way, ana it was the pro=
vincial dealer who employed a factor to sell for
him in London.1 '

Wool was an even more important part of the national
wealth in the early eighteenth century than it ié to=day e
About 1700, the value of the wool clip was about 1/5 of the
annual rent of the land o f Englahd; and the expo&t of
woollens alone bfought in about one tenth of the hatibnai
incqmea3 The raising of sheep was very widely dispersed,
but certain districts specialised in it., These may be
roughly deferentiated as the south west, centering round
Wiltshire, and having for its chief market CireReester;

a central district, centering round Leicester, and em~
bracing the other counties of Northants, Nottinghém,
Rutland and Lincoln; an eastern district, consisting
mainly of Norfolk and'sﬁffoik; with Stourbridge fair as
its p rineipal market; while the fourth district was tha %
of Yorks and-Lancs and the northern counties., This north=
ern district"diiférqﬁ.f:om #he rest in that iks wool was
of the poorest quality, and was not sought after by any

of the main manufacturing areas, Apart from the home pro-

duction/ = mesemesmamsemosa-

2, Ibids P. 206
3. Smith=Memoirs of Wo0l.I22323.
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for domestic purposes, the wool of fhese count ies was
spun and woven in the woollen areas of Yorkshire and.
Lancashire, But as early as 1654, the supply grown in
the district wmas not sufficient for the supply of the
Lencashire cloth~ makers, and they began to import.,l

Some of thex wool of th e northern counties was
partially or\wholiy worked into cloth on the farﬁs where
1t was grown, but the number of sheep kept on the emall
farm of the domestic manufacturer would not be sufficient.
to keep his loom supplied, Consequently the wool buyer
found opportunity for his work, In the woollen trade-as
in others, the middleman is often in earlier i imes looked
upon asg an unproductive person who pruyed upon the publice.
In 1552 a statute attempted to suppress the middleman
buyer of woolz. This act instituted the system of licence
but the act was constantly evaded by various devices, the
mos t common of which was for the brogge; to act as the
nominal agent of the larger wool growers . But "in spite
of all interference the woolman'!s business grew, and won

4
its 1egit1mate place in businegs, law and public opinion.

W e R R e e e e e W R W T e s R N

43 V c Hu, Iﬂncst II 377 ° 50 5 & 6 Edl VI. capq14.

6e Vo.C.Hi Suffolk II.2358 This note and 4 are both based
by Westerfi eld on SBtate Papers questic, Eliz. CXV.8
14,40 .

7 Westerfieldo Ps 265 o
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The middleman who was closely in tou ch with the
farmer was the brogger. He was commonly the'agent of
-2 merchant. His method was that of the farm to farm
canvass, with regular customers, and in picking up what
additioﬁal buginess he coulde 8Smith qgotea the cage of
2 Yorkshire brogger in the eighteenth century who had
from ten to twenty=nine regular customers, from whom he
bought on the average £1+6 /= of wool annually.l Some = |
times however the name brogger was applied to all buyers .
of wool from the farmers whether they were acting as
agents or principals. Thie introduces us to the other
class, the jobber or merchante, The merchants or jobbers
bought either direct or from the first buyers, but they
are distinguisﬁed as men who bought and sold in the fleecs
usuaily without opening the packs._ Thege were thé_mi&dle-
men mogtly engaged in the trade in the north, As the
wool of tﬁe north was of poor quality, and the manufacture
cf the north was of éoarser,cloths, and further, és there
was no surplus for export, this ofganisation worked weal
enough unt il the days of the In@ustrial Revolutione.

But in other parts of the country, as the wool
bro gger shade& into the jobber and merchant, so the
mer chant shaded into the Woolgstapler. This was the buye
he sorted fhe wools he hought to suit the requirements
of the manufacturers, and sold the different kinds of
grades after sorting. He differed from the jobbers

in that he had to have warehouses and a large capital/

- e T e e SO Bl 8 e A S W

1. Memoirs of Wook. II, 465~ Quoted by Westerfield.p.266€s
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and the sorting of the wool accerding to its staple was
his peculiar'econqmic function. The remaining course of
wool 1in ite passage to the ultimate consumer will be

treated under industry, but enough has been said here to

show the way in which the farmer disposed of his annual

' clipe

WEPORT » The question of transport remainse How did the farmers
get the ir produce to market? Water transpcrt was necegsar=
ily limised to a few farmeré specially fawourably situated;
and the great bulk of the produce had to be conveyed over=
land.s In the summer carts or waggons could be used, drawn
by four, six, or eight horses, and as the century advanced,
turnpikes improved the roads go that soﬁe winter travel by
coach, and transport'by waggon was possiblee But'ﬁhe more
usual method was by pack=horse. The reference by Holt

to the conveyence of miﬁliinto Livergool on horseback up
ti1l the last duérter of the century is striking evidence
:ié.the pack=horse was widely used for agricultural pro=-

duce; for of g 1l producey liguids would be most diffi-

cult 4o carry on horeback, and for them carts would be used
as soﬁn as possible. The conditions of the roads in the Liver-
pcol district is also illustrated by the fact that about the
middle of the century there.waa only one coeach in the town,

and it was not t1ill nearly 1765 that stage coaches could

make the journey all the way up to the towne

e e e PO O B e R -

1. Holt, Lancashire Agriculture. Footnote to P. 15.
Referred to above Pe 54,
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Previcusly they had to stop at Holme's Chapel, or at

Warringtonal Another point which confirms thie suggest=

ion is the use of the lecad in lancashire a# a measure

for corn, when the qﬁartér waé the usual measure in

the south. The Manchester price of 18-24s per load in

1753 compared with the Windsor price of 33s per quarter%

would seem to indicate that the Lancashire locad was some~=

thing approximating a quarter. From this 1t may be coneluded

that the load was the normal lead for a pack=horse, and 'had'

no reference to the amount that would be carried in a cart

or waggon. A further point is in the contrast of the term

to *carry.grain' used of conveying it on horseback to

market with the term "leading" corn, used qﬂf haﬁvest time

when the corn was brought to the barns on carts.b
Contemporary writers agree in considering the roads

impagsable for carriages except in the csummer time. A

Pregton historian aﬁeaﬁ% of the 18th century gsays that the

"great bulk of the roads in Lancashire were ecarcely

Pagsable for carriagJes except in very fine weather,"

Harrison in describing the pre=turnpike highwayssof Lancash=

ire and Cheskire gives the following description _which

may be taken as typicale. "For many ages, and to the midaly

l.Holt. Hints on Roadse. Communications to Board of Agriculte
ure. vola Ig pta III. pg 184!

Ba S8ee above. Footnote, 5, 6, & 7, P. 66ae

2 You ng always uses the term'Carry" in speaking of

marketing corn. |
4- Hardwicfg History of Presten, p. 38l.

8¢ Lancashire and Cheshire Ant. Soc. Vol. ix. Do 407
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of this(the 18th) century, a causeway aﬁ&ut 2ft. wide paved
with round pebbles was all that man or horse could tzavel on,
practically in the winter season, both in lLancashire and
Cheshiree This causeway was guarded by posts at a proper dis=
tance to keep the carte offit,-and the open part of the road
was generally impassable in the winter for m ire and deep
rutse As trade increaged,turnpikes became general, and the
ruts were filled up with pebbles and cinders, but still in
winter no coach or chaige durst venture on them", The same
writer says that in quarter sessiens-indictments against'
roads the width of the road is always given. It varied at
the end of the seventies from 4 ft. to 14 yards,l the common=
ést being 8 or @ yards The four foot road is describeﬁ as
as the horse K causeway. One advantage Lancashire had over.
other parts of England towatds the end of the 17th century.
Celia Fiennes remarks that"at all crossways there are'poéts
with hande pointing to eéch road, with the name of the great
town or market town that it leads to, which does not make up
for the length of miles, that stzangers may not lose their
rOad.“g This raises the 1ntsrést1ng question as to whether
8ign posts originated in Lancashire, or whether they were
simply the first county to obey the Act of 1697. As the date
of her journey is uncertain, the question cannot yet be

angwereda.

3333333339333333 039

?0 Ibidt pb 108 ) . 5
i Quoted by Harrigon, L. & C. Antige Soc. Tola ixe 108«



Up 111 *ba time of the turmpiﬂe act all readu wers.under?
the contrel of the parishes, and their upkeep could only be .
enforced by indictments’at the quarter sessions. There,were
numerous convictions during the first thrse quarters of the
contury in lLancashire under this agt. As travel through the
parishes increased, it was obviously unfair to expeét fhe
- inhabitants of a small parish to keep up the roads brought
into disrepair by travel for which they were not reaponsfble

and from which they derived little or no profit.n Hence aroge

‘the permigsion by Parliament to establish turnpikes w ith

toll-bars, by which a tax or toll could be collected for the'
repair and upkeep of the roéda from those who used them mosta
Turnpiking began in the 17th century but did not reach
the North mueh before the beginning of the eighteenth. Even
then it made FEAXIX siow pregress in Lancashire, fer up t1ill
1750 only eleven acte were passed for the turnpiking of roads
in that county. Of these two were roads, south from Manchesgte:
into Cheshire, and three others-led_eastward into Yorkshire.
The roads for which acf; were secured, were, == the great
road from Burton in the north, via Lancaster and.Preafon to
Warrington; 1726 Warrington to Preston, 1750 Preston to
Burton; Liverpool te Preéeot 1725;'centinued to B8t. Helens
in 1744; lancaster te Richmend in Yorkshire 1750; Rochdale
to Elland and Halifax,'1734; and four from Manchester, the
10ndon road south through Steckport, 1724; south we st to
S‘tretford and on into Chester 1750; to Oldham, 1734; /

- e N e
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and east to Doncaster in 1731 and 1740.

After 1750 turnpiking proceeded fairly rapidly, and
as many acts were pagsed between 1751 and 1760 as in the

fifty years beforéo Reference to the appended sketch mep

will show that the turnpiking of the first half of the

18th century was precisely on those roads where there was '§
the greatest amount of commercial or through traffic. The
purpose of the atbs was to permit the improvement of com=
munication between Liverpool on the one hand and Manchester
on the other and the great nbrth and south road between
Warrington and Burton. Besides this the roads radiating

from the Bolton and Manchester centre'cama under the turn=-
pike movement. The other group of roads affected was that
connect ing the eastern parts of the county with the woollen
area of West Yorks, showing the intimate connection there
was between East Lancashire and West Yorkshire in manufact=
uring until the cot'ton industry was revelutionised by the
_new machines, and by steam power;z . |

But thes fact that a turnpike et was passed for a

certain road did hot mean an 1mmédiate improvemsnt in

that road. Toll=gates had to be erected, and unless an
energetic trust berrowed money on the security ef the i
toll no improvement would be effected for some ysarse i
Heanwhile the'rdads not turnpiked remained in their formsr '
cond itien, 80 that the typical recad of the period was

one about 25 feet wide, four feet of which or thereabouts/

e W M M e e e R W e

e . roads L. Ant. Soc ?01 X
Table of turnpiked roads, e 11“ §es AT s X,

Se ' ded to this chapter. Traced and adapted
A ggmt C?onﬁpca‘;pRe% egon? %‘ iL p T L T e S
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wa aved wit bble ;
? paved with pe"ﬁllas, or flat gtonssg , a8 a foot

and horse path. Alongsids of thig " pack and prime

way" as 1t was called, was a strip of earth road worn
into deep ruts, and except in the dr&est weather, a

gsea of mire. The preabble to an act for turnpiking the
road from Manchestaf through Stretford and Hulme to
Crosiord Bridgg describes what must have been a common
situation in thé gfowing parts of the county. This "is

a common highroad, part of the post road from'Lpndon

to Manchester; and by reason of the nature of the soil
and the number of carriages passing through the sams,

the said road-ia become so deep and ruinousg that in the
winter season and frequently in summer it is very diffi=-
cult to pass through the grpateaﬁ part thereof with
waggonan ca;ta, and other wheeled vezhicles; and traveller:
cannot pass without danger and loss of time and whereas
some parts of the said ioad-lying next to Crosford Bridge
is many times overflowed with water and bnpaasable;whereQ
by the Post is delayed and several persons in attempting
to pass through have lost their 1ives=...'Even the turn=-
pikes wefe little bettere

Youﬁg*s savage comments on the road from Preston to/
1, L, & C. Ant. Soce Volui.p+?9 there is photograph of

the ftrou stone, on Réddyshore Scout gate, a pack-
horse wag? The broad stones are worn into a trough by

the passing trains of many years.
2_' Il. & C. Ant. SOCQ vo:.. 4, Pe 860



Wigan are well known, He actuwally measured ruts four

feet deep in that turnplke road, and he cautions travelBar s
to aveid it as thesy would the devile In "those 18 miles

of exemrable memory" he passed threee carts broken down.
The continuation of Warrington is a "paved road, and most
infamously bad". The road from Altringham to Liverpool is -
"if possible worse than the one from Preston to Wigan",
Theée are typical of the turnpiked roads over which he
passeds The chief difficulty seems to have been that the
road was paved only wide enough for one carriage,and 1§

was consequently worn into holes ana ruts very quickly :

It was therefore along the pack and prime way that
most of the traffic went. Defoe descr;bas this near Wigane.
He says, "We are now in a country where the roads are'pavad
with small pebbles,so that we both walk and ride upon this
pavem ent which is generally abput one and a half yds. wides
But the middle ioad where the carriages are obliged to go is
aAXE Very bad."3 Along this paved way moqu the pack trains,
and in winter the only way the traveller could make rapid
progress was to start early so as to be ahead of them,.
Otherwise he must be content to go at their slow pace until
he came to a place where accident or design had left a
passable turning out place. and wait till the pack train
hagd paased.s' ______ Wehae o he

3¢ Young. Northern Tour Zol 1V. pe 580=2.
4, Defoe, Tour. iii, R5 4.
5. Communicatiens te the Bd, of Agrioulture. I. Pt. iii,

P« 183. written by Holt.
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For passage over streams ferrles and fords were

large 1in use. It was not t1ll ‘1751 EXXIX for example

that an act was passed for building a bridge over the -

Ribble at Preston.l Wesley, in his Journal, frequently

tells of having to wait for the ferry man on the other

side to hear his calls and come to fetch him overs

These ferries were numsrous on the main streams of

Lancashire, the Lunm, Ribble, Wyre, Mersey and Dee o°

In view of such roads as have been described it is no

mattsr fo; surprigse that the sands should be largely ;

used around the shallow bzpe of the northern parts of

the Lancashire coasts The Ribble sands west of the

Naze were a common and regulér highway. The Leven '

sands were one of the principal highways of the n orth=-

ern part of the county, while one of the routes to

_ iy
Cartmel lay across the shallows of Morecambe Bays.

- e T T G g TR R am PN R S e mn W e

1% Defoe, Tour 1ii. 258. : : }

E’g. I-'; & cu Ant. Soce V_ol. ix. Pe 127«
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Econcmlic Btruc
Social Condit lons and Lub
The scciel structure of the agricultural community before
‘the agrarian revolution was very clearly marked. At the top of
the scale were the great landlordsg, owners of vgst estatesg, but
they miqht be d@SCIled as in the system yet not of 1%, for with

the exception of enthusiastic experimentsrs like Townshend, they

ot

lived only a part of the year on their estatss, spending the re

7]

of the time either in London oxr at waltering places, to the remaln=
der of the community they were beings of another sphere, who al=
though possessed of great pQWEr, moved in a world which had few
pointe. of contact with the rural community. The Hﬁi&gsmént of
their affairs was largely in the hands of stewards.

The first class of landowners who could be saild to 59 close~

ly in touch with the 1life of the community was th a2t of the smaller

gentry., They were landed propristors, and did not themselves farm

tl‘

their lands, unless through bailiffs but they werse kept on

-
heir

=

lands prac%ically the whole time by the smallmess of their incomes.
Curtler quof_es an excellent ‘description of this class of tﬁs
'eonmunity from a writer in 1782, who says that within the last
forty or fifty years the small country squire had diséppeared.l
He wast~- "An indapnnda nb genﬁleman of £300C per annum who commonly
appeared in a plain drab or plush coat, large silver buttons, a
jockey cap, and rarely without boots. His travels nsvér excoeded
the Qisﬁance of the county town, and that only ‘in assize ox
83a3sion time, o r to attend an glectlon, ==

1, Curtler. History of Tnglish Agriculture.p.2l1~-212. Quoted

from @rose, Olio,p.p.41-24; Lecky, Hict. of Eng. « 169 et gse




Once a week' he commonly dined at the next market town with
the attorneys and justices. He went %o church regularly. Read
the weekly journal, settled the parochial disputes and after=

Jerne L=

-

wards adjourned to the neighbouring alshouse, where he

r

=t

v got drunk for the good of his country. He was commonly

[\

followed by a couple of greyhounds and a pointer, and annnuﬁcad
his ax rivel at a neighbour's house by smacking his whip and
giving a view halco, His drink was generally ale, except on
Christmes Day, the fifth of Novemeber, or some other gala‘day;- I
when he would make a bowl of strong brandy.- The mansion of

-]

one of these squires wds of plaster striped with timber, not L

unaptly called callimanco work, or of red brick casemented ™
bow windows; a porch with seats in it and over it a study: ths

saveg of the house w2ll inhabited with swallows, and the court

set round with hollyhocks; near the gate a horse block for
mounting; The hall was furnishad-with flitches 6f bacon, and

the mantleplece with guns and fishing rods of various dimensions
accombanied by the broadsword, partisan, and dagger borne by his
ancestof in the Civil Warg. Against the well was posted King
Charles! "Golden Rulesg", Vincent Wing!s Almanac, and a portrait

of the Duke of Marlborough; in his window ley Baker!s"Chroniclef]

Foxels “Book‘of;Martyrs",_Glanviil on "Apparitions", Quinceyts
"Dispensatory! "The Complete Justice", and a "Book of Farriery", i

In a ccrner by the fireside sbood a large wooden two armed chailr
with a cushion, and within the chimney corner were a couple of

seat s. Hoere atlchristmas‘ha entertained his tenants, asseubled

round a glowing fire made of the roots of trees; and he told/




and heard the
and witches, while a jorum of ale went round. These mén and
their houses are No MOTS.

This is a lively and convineing picture of the smaller

zgentry as far as it goes. It shows us the hunfting and shoot=

Ing squire,dispensing and enwoyiné a generoug hospitality,
with sincere 1f somewhat narrow interests, and exercising a i
* BZXXXEEX vaternal oversig%t over his little community, but the q
squire was much more than a landlord and soeial figure. His 4
shadow was over all the 11ifé of the comunity. Sittin~ Some = ﬁ
* timss as a single justice, or with his brethren in a Pe**'
Session, or in the more August Quarter Sessions, the squire

dominated the administrative and judicial 1life of the com=~

minitys Ag the century advanced, his influence became more

and more predominant. Many of the powers of county government

exercised by the Quarter Sessions were gradually delegated to

I
|

Petty Sessions or to single Justices, who 1in a wide range of

mincr cases could decide alone mattersg of law and of fact,

and cculd alsc declde what evidence they would hear. Besides i

this, in many districts the old manor an & other local courts |

fell into disuse, and theilr functions passed to the squire.

o

" The also came to dominate the church vestry, and the adminw-

4 istration of the poor law. Now only did they exercise ad- |

ministrative and judicial pcwer, they became in some cases I

the "Jomestic legislature", They settled rates cf wages,

and the Assize of Bread, and in the Specenhamland bonus system
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near th e end of the century, they. introdtced on their own authorgt
whet was perhaps the most pernicious pilece of sociai effort.England
hag knowﬁ in her dealings with the prdblem 6f raupsrisme "The
goclal order that emerged from feudalism centered round the Justice
of the Peace in England as consplcuously as i€ did round the bur-

b
gaucracy in France ",

5#Mg The third class of landownexr was the yeomanry. They were free=

holders, and were the firgt of these classes who actﬁally farmed
the property they owneds At the openiﬁg of the century they were
probably the bulk of the rural landowners. Gregory Ki%% abeout -
1688 estdmated that thers wers 16C,CCC of these freeholders in.

the country with incomes ranging from £90 to £55 per annum, as
. o

(]
o

-
ompared the squirels and small gentryt!s incomes from £280C to £45 ¢

It was about the fifteenth century that the yeoman became a pro~-

‘minent figure in English rural 1ife, During that pericd the smel 1

freeholders of the manor were reinforced by numbers of tradesmen
vho had money in busilnegs and boughtﬁland on which they settled,.
in the next 200 years the effect of the Taltarumt'sg case was to
render disposal of lands free from the hampering selilement orx

3
entail, Cwners of land constantly increased, and this no doubt

counteracted the displacement of small holders by enclosure.The

regult wag that the yeoman at the end 6f the geventsenth century
Was one of the most praminent figufeé of rural life a nd com=
Priged about one=seventh of the population of the cduntij.‘But
ae&gral causes began to operate to cause a decrease in his

4 :
Dumbers , a decrease which had made BIRETAY considerable

1, Hammond.YVillage Labourer,Chel. Thoil discussion ig largely
bagsd on Webb; Lcecal Government, The Parish and The County.
Eden State of th e poor. 1, 288 {verify)

The effect of thig case is discussad in different_places
notably Curtler, Hist. of English Agriculture, p.122-123
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progress by the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. In the

‘first pl ace, land was morec and more the basig of political

power. The gentry began to increase their holdings by purchase
from the smaller freecholders, as well as by enclosure of the
waste, etcs at the same t1ime business men who had made their
fortunes bought land as a means of getting a foothold in county

society or as a step towards political powere. This movemsnt was i

greatly facilitated by the introduction of the system of family
set tlements, following upon the disturbances of the @ivil War,
and the Bestoration, 8o that what had been a counteracting it
tendency to the Consolidation of lands was Iﬂﬁbved.-'In %he'saccnd?f
place, the increase of “arllanauda:y ‘Enclosures, hitb conseguent a;
expende for the acts, and for the necessary hedging and ditching, |
1
étc., made for the disappearance of many of the smaller Yeomen ;u
who sold.out trheir holdings to become tenant=fammers, or went int oi
trade or industzrye. Then when the factory 1stem of industry |
began to replace the domasﬁic, the last‘support of the small free-f5
holder was fakan away, and he largely disappeared, finding his ;

way into the ranks of the landlegs labourer, or the tenant farmer,

or of industry acéording to his abillties or tastes.

The next class in the early eiphteenth century village was.
the tenant farmer;.Thigﬁhan was economically as well off per ps
as the average yeoman, but not being the owner of the land he
worked he was of a distine$ly lower soe;al gradea. For exzample

he did not poéeess the franchise, as any forty shilling fraép

holder did, although he might be and usually was farming land/




of much greater value than 40s. per annum. King eétimated the
number of tenant farmers to be about the same as that of the
lesser freeholders; with an average income of about £42-10/- .
out of w%icF nowever he ﬁas able to save very 1little. It should
be noted thal amongst the tenant farmers we find the strong-hold
cf the farmer manufacturers Pococke!s horse boy, it will be
remembared, was ona of these in Rossendale.‘..and it was the
presence of the manﬁfacturing element in ftenant farming that
enabled the small holdsr of land to maintain his position in
districts like Bouth Lancashire when he was rapidly disappear-
ing elsewhexs. ; | .

'Those classes in the community who made thelr living partly

or wholly as wage=earners wkere the cottagers, the squatters, and |

the farm servanfs. The cottagers wore the tenants of cotigges |
I
|

with anything up to four or five acres of ground surrounding

§ hem, mand carrying with their tenancy certain rites on the villagag

common and perhaps on the %aStB-aS well. By means of the stock

or poultry they could keep on the land and the common, and the

their wages as labourers; a fairly comfortable 1living. The-
squ atters were labbureis who had built cottages on the waste and
remained by virtue of custom,.or by the tacit consent of the

landloxd. They axa*cised privileges rather uban xi%;;sover the
waste,lénd in some respects were little inferior to the poorer

cottagers, but their posiftion was much more precarious, becaus e

they had no 1ega1 right to compensa+1on in case of enclosure/

o e e

e
Hi

produce they could raise on the land,- they wére able to make, with|

1. B8ee Above, p. 43, Footnote 5,
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of the waste. They too sked out a living by working for tley
neighbouring farmers. The farm servants wers those who lived on
the farm with their master, and were wholly depsndent on their _l

labout. This class was drawn mostly from the cottagers and

squatters! families and remained as gervants on some farm until .

i T T

they married and secured a cottags of their own.
The classes mostly affocted by the new movements of the eight= |

eenth century were the yeomen, the tenant farmers, an& the labour=

ers, espéﬁially the cottagers and squatters, The first half of the

1
century 1g considered to have besn fatal to the smll owner .,

From the mass of contemporary opinion one may bé quoted; Postletiy%
i middling

thwayte says, "With the yeomen, the AIAAAE  gentry of small estates
seem hastening to annihilation."d He +hus takes the disappearance
of the yeoman as a well~known phenomennn of his tim, and it is
interésting to note that the cause he 2ssigns is the heavy tax-~
atien, This is the more ﬁnderstandable*when we know that in his
whole work,hiis predominant interest is finance, and government'
control or encouragsment of industry; and that h e dlsplays little
interest in, or 1nsight into the social conditions and chaﬁgee cf

- hls day., Even in the manufacturing diétricts, th e yeoman was
decreasing, although E*eré was a ﬁendency to smaller rather than
larger land holdings. It would seem that in districts that re=
mained agricultural, iha yeoman_disappeared becauge of the tendency
to larger holdings of land, and the expense of enclosures, while

in the manufacturing districts he was drawn into the industrial
: z
8ystem, selling his land to get the necsssary capital.

1, Johnson. Lect,vii. 2. Univ, Dict. Article-Landed
interest. 1766. 3, Aikin, Hist. of Manch, p. 43-44,
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The tenént farmere Wefore the new movements were mostly on
corpardtively small farms. From twenty to fifty acres would
scem to have been the usual gize. The advertisement of demesne
lands refer to above in Lancashire was for a holding of fifty
two acres, and méy be considsred as typicalhof the farms held
by tenants. Another was for a number of farms from £§ %o £150,
and as the rent was in the nelghbourhood of Mﬁnéhester, about
d0se per acre at this time, the largest.farm contaﬁplated was
15C acrese The averégé farm mgrtioned by Young in 1770 was 287
acres, but 25 -this included the great pasture farms of North=
urberland, running into many thousands of acres, thé genefalh
size in the arable districis would be much smallers Thé tendency
of the new movements was to inorease the size of the farmg, It

it a general complaint by ¥oung, that farmers persist in renting

larger farms than their cépital warrants, and he is supppried

by numeroug other writers in the early part of the second half
3 o

“~

of the century. Some of the yeomen, when they sold their

heldings, rented much larger ones, and stopked them with the

- proceeds of the sales 8o that along with the disa péarance of

the yeomanry, there went on whatmey be called the aggrandlzo~
ment of the tenant farmer, cagging him to apnroximate more
clogely to the large capitalistic farmer of modern timese

But in formling our picture of. Lancashlre, 1t must be remembered
that that county was an exception to the rule, and that tenant
holdings, beécause of the growth of manufactures, became smallex

rather than larger. e

—— e e e e e e

1, 8ee above p. 35. Note 4.

S5, Younge Northern Tours Vol.1¥. Sums required to stock Farms.
Museum Rusticum., Apr.1l765. Reasons why farming is unprofitablsy
Mills. T.=255,



The greatest change however was that effected amongst the

bouring Classes. The position of the Farm Sérvants wag much
the same, except thal as farms becams larger, and hence the

gervants more numerous, there would be a grsater social gulf bew ‘
twee% fhe farmers family and his servantse. But they were after

all a temporary class, whose members wers oontinuall? being re=
cruited from the cottagerst and.sﬁuatters' homes, and as eongtantly
passing cut again to become cottagers, and 1aboﬁrers themselves,
Farﬁ servants were hired, usually at hiring fairs,l and the engage=
ment was fo} a year, though no doubt ghorter terms were oftén 
arranged for, especially when th e Setflamsnt laws wers taken
aeriouélys. Apart from the fairs, labourers would go from farm to
farm see king work.v In 1738, the wages of a servant of the first
grade werse £5:10/%d, and in 1761, at Walton near Liverpool, the

same gort of sexvant got £6:10/’-~.~4 per annume. _-Ser#ants of the
second grade received £4 per annum in the assessment of 1738, buﬁ
are not mentioned in Holt!s list for 1761. In the same list, 1738,
boys from 11 to 14 got £1 per énnum, and from 14~18,-they r ecelved
£2:10, after which théy would probably become servants of the second
clags. Servant maids were paid from £2:10, tb'£3 per annum, accord-
ing to experience. According to Holtts list these wages had in-

creaged by about 50 per cent by 1795,

e B e R e e e e e b e B N e

1, Bee Patrick Macgill="Children of the Dead End", for an account of
gimilar fairs in Ireland in 19th cent. Thos. Hardy~ "Tesgs of the
Dubervilleg" for migrating labourers,

R A fulfilled contract of a year's service was one of the conditias
which gave a labourer a legal settlement in a parish. '

3. Wages Assessment of the Warwickshire Quarter Sessions.l77g.

See Appendix. No.-- ' :

4« Holt. Report to Bd. of Agr. on lancs.

1795, Compari P
in 1791. B8ee end of Chapter, Cp sen of Wages



Hhottagers. The cottager made only part of his living by labour~

ing for the neighd oufing farmerg. From them I®- received day
wages or piece rates.. He lived in a ccottage to which wag uéually
attached from ons to four acres of ground., In addition tc this
the cottager usually héd certain righfs cf -pasturage over common
larnd. This meant that he could keep & cow or two, which supplied
milk, and buﬁtef, and perhaps some cheege for the family, and
would alsc provide a calf for sale occasionally., The right to cut
fuel on the‘waste made it possibie tc db ccoking, and keep the
cottage warmér in winter than if all fuel.had_to be bought. In
addition were the vegetables, and other food produce froﬁ the

sm all allotment of ground attached to the cottage, to add to the
menu of the cdttage table, and tc help feed the cows through the
ﬁintar, It is difficulﬁ tc estimate thé value of thege things in
money, but not so difficult to realize that they repregented the
difference between a bare subsistence, and a rude plenty, and fhat
they gave to‘the labourerts pcegifion a meagure of independence.
There ﬁas an incentive %o indistry, and possible rewards fcr

ambit ious gpirits. Sufficient savings might be accumulated to
enable.the'oottager to take a small farm, and thereby raise the
social and econcmic level 6f his familye '

Some extracts from the communications to the Board of

Agriculture near the end of the century, give a good picture of the

industrious, and comparatively indspendent contenitment enjoyed by
this class. Lord Wincheleea says, "I believe thers are from 70

tec 80 labourers on my estate at Rutland who

|
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" hag been the practice in this place time out of mind., We have &

i1,

keep from one to four cows each, and T have always heard that

they are hard workilng and industrious men; they'manage their
1 .

land well, and always pay their rent." Barker of Lyndon, in

the same county bears testimony of a similar character, In a

letter to the Earl of Winchelsea. "Most of the poor pecple in
this parish do keep cows, one, two, or three toc a family, and a
great advantage it 1g to them, so that we can hardly say that

there are any industrious persons here who are Ireally pPOOTeses 1%

ground called the Cottagerst Clogse, wherein the poor at an eésy

rent keep 18 cowsy; and I suppose it was laid out for them at the

enclosure'of‘the lordship in 1684." The same writer says that
on his own estate the custom is of great antiquity, and he has
"labourers, tenantg in whose families the 1and_they now occupy
has been for near two hundred years, and they have been gonerally
gocd labourers and received no relief from the parishe" He speak
strongly of the,disadvantage:of the labourer having no land round|

his coftage, and attributes it not to enclosures, but to the

gresd of the farmers who take every ,opportunity of confining the |

labourers to the cottages alone, so that the land may e added tol
the farmsv3 Anoﬁher letter from Lord Boownlow regarding the
parich of Belton says; "The parish has had for a great length of
time a cottagers! pasture of 1590 acres., Tenants of nearly all

small houses have the right foxr each houge to turn on this from

May Day to Lady Day, 2 horses or four cows/

T e B P e

‘ 1.‘Communica£ lons to the Board of Agriculture. Vol.XI, P. 77.
2¢ Ibide P. 79. This was done by letting cottages with the

farm and when the farmer sgub-let the cottages he retained
the land that had formsrly gone with them.
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16 barren gheep, or 12 ewes with lambe, 12 of the 35 stock the

common themselves the remainder rent to the farmers for encugh

to pay the rent of house and common. For the house, which has

a piece for a garden, and a pig=stye plus the right of comnon,

tharé is a rent of F58. per arnum with all repalrs except glass.
This rent has remained unchanged for 10C years or more," This

writer objects to letting land to labourers, because"they get

I
toc independent,” A third writer, Crutchley of Burleigh, also

favours the system, because it really lowers wages, as the cotfage-

ers are more industrious and better fed, hence do more work for
the same wage; and are more dependabla.3 He also says that the
cottager enjoys comforts of life that a iabourer seldom has it in
hig power to obtain, guch as milk, butter, cheese and.baéon; and

where there are a number of the cottagers the rates will be low.

The custom has heen esgtablished in his neighbourhoced from time

immemorial. :
-;#@ters{ These extracts bring out the main advantages which the

cottager enjoyed. The squatiers on the waste enjoyed similar

"advantages but not to the same extent, and as pointed out above,

their tenure of them was much more precarious what Gonner calls
the "chance gains™ from pasturage on commons, etce. made the
differsnce between a nude comfort and grinding poverty. When the

changes wrought by enclosures came, thesz advantages were com=

pletely sweut aﬁay from the squatters, who had ne legal right to

them., Most of the cottagers lost them, some because they had not

been able tp'formulate their rights in the proper manner,

1. Ibidn
2. Tbid,

B P e e



All they knew that.from timé-out of mind they had a right of-l
pasture or"turbary"on the common or waste., Others who in
gtrick 1egal justice received their shars of %he enclosure,
fcuﬁd themselves unable to pay their shafe of the expenses
invo lved in obtaining the act, fencing, ditching, road-making,
and the paymenL of fh@_commissioners. They were forced %o gell
their little allotment, and as the farmers in'the neighbour=
hood were the only likely purcﬁasers, thé cottagef was not
likely to get an axofbitént price for it. All too often what
- ﬁié get was dissipated at the village alshouse. The result
of these changes was that, where enclosure was carried -out,
unles_s special consideration was given to these classes, ‘l_:hey
sank at once to the level of day labourers. They had to &epend
entirely on their wéges,'which weTe not sufficient to provide
the comforts formerly prbduced from their land and common rights.
The fuel, formerlﬁ theire for the gathering, had now to be pur=
chased, so that it was not possible to do so much cooking, nor;
to keep such a good fire in the evenings as formerly. Alsc,
the tendenecy in é-oountry of lerge farms was to sell little or
no milk, butter, etc,, locéily, but to send large quantifies to
the ‘market at oﬁqe, and this made it more difficult for the
labourer to purchase these things, even when he had the monsy
tec do so. .

Ve have seen that in Lancashire, fbr various reasons, the
small farm retainéd its hold, and so the se evils would not be
present to any great extent. The presence of manufactures was

responsible for reducing the* social disturbance/
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disturbance following enclosures, and in Lancashire this opsrated
with greater force because of the rapid increase of ﬁopulatibn
during the first irgxzaza fifty years of the century. In that
time the population of Lancashire ié estimated to have increased
78 per cent,1 and with the éteadily increasing demand for labour
~that this indicates, there ﬁould have been little distrasa_iﬂ

lancashire even if the amount of enclosure had been much Freater

than it was.

Hitural T the- eabtuty betots 1770, theo?s Was s considerabls
change in the proportion of the pcpulation engaged in agfibulture.
Stegory EAnghin, BRHHAY Aot il teditint: Hats of B hopiialtonver
; . 5% millions, 4% millions wers occupied in farming, oz nine
elevenths of the who;eg. In 1768, Arthur Ycung calculates that in
a poﬁulation of 6% millions, ogly 2,8C0,000 were employed on the -
farms apart from the landlords o This would be only about 1/3 of
the population, and represented an actual as well as a ccmparatifa
decrease, He reckons that on farms of 1 to 50 acres there were
20 souls per 100 acres arable, and 21 on farms of from 50 to 100
acreg. On the farmg up to 50 acres, averaging 41 acres each, he
found there were from 1 to 5 servants, or laboursrs resident on
the farm, from 2 to 5 maids, sometimes a bo&. Some sample farms
chogen from Lancashire are as follows: 100 acres, 30 arable,lhad
besides the farmer!s family, one servant, .one maid, and from -one
to sixteen labourers, this latter no doubt accordi ng to th
season of the year; 95 acres, 30 arable/ _
1. Toynbee. Industrial ﬁé;SEQEESE.“Enfii. Lancs. had the greatest
increase of all the counties in England. West York, the next
’ .district, had an increase of only 51 per cent,

2. Ashley. Economic Oigenisation of England, p.119.
3« Young, Northern Tour. Vol. iv. Recapitulation,
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had but one sefvant, one maid, and one laboursr. The average of

farmg from 50 to 100 acres, working our at 79 acrss, employsd one

servant, one to 1% maids, two to 3 boys and one to 1} lzbourerss

A farm of 45 acres 1n the REARIAZEAXE Lancaster district, employed
one man, twe maids, and a labourer. Tn. the Garstang district, a
farm of 20C acres, 70 of which which were arable employed two men
servants, two_maidé, two boys arnd two laboursrs. Cne of S2C acres
near Bowles, between Prescot and Warrington, with 30 acres arable,
employed one maid, a men and a boye A large farm of 40C acres,
near Ormskirk in tha‘Hélsall distriet, with ICO acres arable, em=
ploycd four men, 2 boys, 2 maids, and 8 labourers. Thds farm also
had twenty horges and thirty cows, sc was evidenily a dairy farme -
8till ancother on the southern boxder of the county betwsen
Warrington and Altringham, containing 200 acres, half of whichlwas
arable; kept thres men, two maids, two bops and two laboursrs.

This lsads to the averages of the north as dstailed by Young.

Farms of up to 50 acres, 204 persons per IOC acres arable 1
50=1C0 Ly 2l ft- " "
- 1CC=2CC " 15 " " " " " "
200=-300 T 1S 4 " f " " "
ZC0-400 & 31 " b " " " "
40C=50C " 15 " ot b " 0 "
50C=700 * 13 " " U f " "
70C=100C -* 19 g " " " - "
Above 1060 * 14 it f " " t "

It will thus be éean that the farms.which supported the greatest
population in proportiocn tc their arable land were those up to
1C0 acres, and those between 30C and 400 acres. In pioportion to
their rental value, the farms of more than 10CC acres supported

the greatest numbar, 2C pexr £100 rental.’

B i S

1. Young. Northern Tour, Vol. iii. Letter 18,
. Ibid Vol., 1ve : :
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Fer the average farm of 287 acres, about equally divided be=
tween grags and arable, he finds that *Pere were employed two

men servants, one or two maidsg, one boy and three labourers.
According to Youngts criticisms, the practice of using six
horges to a plough was still almost universal, and two men were
required to manage it. In Lancashire the normal amount for stock=
ing a farm was about three timeé the annual rent, though the
general average for the north was £391 per £100 rent, which in=
cluded seventy pounds for furniture, sixty-*hree for implements,
and £178 for stocks. He considers that all the farms are under~
gtocked on these figures; due to the farmers! 'desire for;the in-
creased social prestige of a large farm, and a mistaken idea that
the greater the acreags, the greater must be the net profif, sven
though it is poorly workede%4 He also considers that 5 men and a
boy are too few to cultivate a farm of 150 to 20C acres prbpeily?
In a parigh near Ormgkirk there were 2000 acres, 100 farmsrs, and
55 labourers, or one 1o wwery 36 acres of land,

The farm~houses were not 1afge.structures to‘judge by a plan
of one erected in 1720, and which is consldered by the writer as
typical, It contained a parlour and kitchen below stairs and
thres lodging rooms, and the chesse~roop above IMany of them as

late as 1795 were still thatched, "though slate abounds and straw

5
ig dear", Anc*hﬂr writer in 1764 advocatzs the use of gtraw
R o Vol.iv. letter 36
4. TIbid
6. Holt, CGeneral SBurvey of Lancs., 1795. Sect. on Farm Bldgs.
5 _

Same ags Note I.

2
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for FEXAIBE fodder instead of for thafching, and recommends
slate oxr tile for roofing the houses, while-the outhouges can -

1

ds Y

be thatched with heath or ling. But

(]

ome progress had al-

en made 1n the fiftiss of

Lo !

L

‘ready be ¢ century In the direct=

’

i

ion of bettcr houses. Advertisements in the "Manchestsr HMercu ry
in 1753, inform prospective purchagers that on cne farm of 8
acreg the buildings are of Brick, and slated. This farm was at
Gisfleton; and another of %tkm ten acres at Suttou,.thres miles
from Pregecot has buildings of brick and 1ime slatedsz In the
more advanced parts of the country such as Norfolk, a writer in
1758 says, that one of the results of the new methods and cf én=
clogsure has been that one farm is split 1nto_two, fbree,_four,
Or mOTres ® New farm houges are erected, the old ocnes repaired,
and nothing but brick houses are to be seen hera“.u Cne glaring
| : defect of farm houses in the north even near the end of the
century was the small windows, so deep set in the walls %h i it
gives a most disagreeabls gloominess to the whole building.
i Such werz the IZXMEXE houses in which the farmers, a hard work~
ing, ;ath r rough mann ered, but shrewd and persevering class

of the community lived. -More progress had ‘been made in the
‘places where the clothing industry had been considerable. All
the ‘ﬂrger houses had two atorias, mny had a large room above
for weaving, called the 1oog-shop, and external stair-cagss

to this room were frequent, Equal progress can hardiy be

traced in the cottages used by the laboursrs, They were made

with earthen walls, and had floors of earth/

+ 1.Museum Rusticum.v.p. 2 0.(1764) East Newton, Yorkshire. -
2« Manchegter Mercury. uov. lu, and May 29 1753,

3. Gent. Mag.1752. Letter on Tmprovom;, 1t g

4, Comm. %to “Roard of Agr. Tol.T.p.6 = 34 ”e £9ry r ggh g
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except thg floor qﬁ the loft which cOmprised-tﬁe oﬁly Up=
tairs most of tham,had.l The criticism guoted above of .
the windows in the farm-houses would apply with even greater
force to the céttagass

It has been sald that "the reign of George II was prob=

“ably the nearest approach to the Golden Age for the labouring

classes. Necessaries cof 1ife were cheap and abundant; the
populationzshowed no rapid increaée, but the standard of living
improved.“ The improvement of arable lands had made more

rapid progress than the Increase of peopls, as is shown by the
surplus avallable for exporte According to a writer in 1765
» the average price of wheat wés £2:8:52 for the twenty=five
years from 1688=1712, and%from 1?38—1763, it was 51:18:25, a
fall of-about Blhper ent . As the tendency of wages was to
rise rather than fall, this represented a considsrable rise

in the standard of living of the labouring classes. There is

a general conceﬁsus of épinion among contemporary writers that ~
thefa was a great increase in the amount'of Wheaten breéd con=~
sumed ambng gt the labourers. The pregence of other articles

of food that wexe considered luxuries; in the diet of the pocr,

points in he gsame direction.

l. Comn. to Bd. .of Agriculture. I.79.

2« Lord Ernle. (Prothero) English Farming. p. 262.

3. Museum Rusticum, Vol, vi. pp 16=34. .

4, It is not true however that whesten bread was the general
food of the labouring classes at this time, as some writers
allege. :
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Hagbach aleo agrees that the condition oflths labbﬁrars-was
comparatively comfortable in thiS'périod.l
It has been pointed out that the labourers fell into

two classes; the farm servants hired fﬁr a long period, up
to a year, and regldent on their masterts farm; and the day=
labourers, who were the gottagers and the squatters. The
position of the farm sefvants has been-discussnd. The wages
of the 1abou*ers showed &’ stsady risd during the sarly razxrt

f the century, totalling about the same increase, as the de-
crease in the-price of wheat in the same time.a In the parish
of Walton, near Liverpool, laboursrs were receiving 104 per day -
in 1791. According to the Lancashire assessment of wagss in
1?35,da skilled husbandman was to receive ag a maximum, 1s.
per day during the summer, an ordinary labourer 1l0d. For the
rest of the year the rates were 10d and 9d. In 17614 a.thatcher
received a shilling per day, and the taylor, who évidenﬁly lived
in the house of his employer, got 6d per day with food. A few
years later Young feckoned the board of a werker at 84 per day,
go that the wage would represent 1/2 per day. Taking harvest
as five weeks, hay time as five Weeks and the wintsr at 41
woeks, he estimates the w*gas of a labourer in Kabers at ten
ahiliings a week in haying and harvest and 7s. the rest of the
year, At Garstang the rates were 103.,95., and 7s. ¢espoc+1vu~

ly. At Ormsklrk, 65,,55., and 4s. At Altrongham, 7/3, 6/6, and

5/- were the prevailing rates.

W P e B B B e Rt e B e

1. Hasbach., Eng. Agric. Lab, Ch.i. Sect. iv.
2. Lord Ernle (Prothero) English Farming. p.262.
3« VeC.He Lancs. IIs pp 410~-436, .

4, Holt. Lancashire, General Survey. Sce L&bée—a$aeﬁé-e§—9hap$6r,F

appdin X
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IThis gives an average for the year of 6/4d pser week over thét
part of the county which he +raversea. The general average for
the north was 7/1 per week so that the 1abourers in lancashire
were not so well paid as those in other counties. The average
“house rent paid by thege clagses he glves as £1:8:2 per éhnum,
the cost of their firing £1:3:11, so that they would have if they
worked the year round, £13:7:3 for food and clothing, ete. for
their families, Women, employed in haying and hﬁrfest got from
4s. to 6/83 per week, and about 4/6d per week when employed at
cther timas; These wages for women compared favourably with

the averages for the rest of ths country-in the north, which.
Shoubted to 6/T titsivest, and Os. ot wther times. ‘At the end
of the-sisties'of the century, Loxrd Ernle egtimates, the wages

of the ordinary labourer ware 7/6 per week in the Northern and

N. East Counties, 7/11 in the South Eastern, and Midland counties,
6/1C in the West Midlands and South Wastern.counties; é/& in_
the Horth and N. Western counties, €8, to 6/6 in Yorkshire, 6/6
in Lancashire, and 6/6 in'DuihamB, So it may bs said that the
general wage 0f the agricultural labourers on the eve of the
Industrial Revelutilon was in the neighbourhood of a shilling a
day, somewhat mere in the Eastern and Home count ieg; where hoﬁeVBr
provisions were generally slight%y dearer than in the districts

E

more remote from the metfropolis.

R e s e R T e

8. Young., Northern Tour, -Particulars gathered mostly from Vol.iv,
See table guoted at end of Chaptor.

€. Lord Ernle (Protﬁﬁff) Cited above, Appe. X. Agricultural Wages.
¥+ gee Appendix No! for more @letailed figures on wagese
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In considering the food of the commén peopie, the first

thing to note 1s that the labourers of the north were generally
better fed than thoge of the gouth. Provisions were generally .
cheaper an d more abﬁndanﬁ, and the labourer in the north had
a greaber ﬁarie?y of foods to éhogse from than his.southern
brother. While there were points of difference in various
disfricts, lancashire may in respect tc Bood be taken as pre=
senting the features typlcal . of ths northern counties. Pig,
cow, sheep, oats, and ﬁarley, with the addifion of pogatoes
formed the broad basis of sustenance for the people., From

the pilg, they had bacon puddings, ham and salt meat; from the
cow, came the milk, cheege and butter, and the gheer furniéhed
haggis and boiled meat. The introduction of the poctato had a
considerable effect on the diet, and helped toc ameliorate the

conditions of life for the rural and manufacturing population.

In spite of the statements of the writer quoted above, it is

doubtful if the meats mentioned: formed any considsrable‘part
of'ﬁhe working people!S -diet. -Holt as late as 1795 say that

" cats ground to meal is the food of the labouring classes, parw=
ticularly in the north and east boréers @f the county" Eden givés‘
the statement of an official at Lancaster who says that there was
little cheese used in labourers® familieé}s"

Oats were used in two main ways, as porridge, and as baked cakes-
or bread. "Water boiléd and thickerned with meal into porridge,

and then eaten with suet, or buttermilk, small beer sweetened

with treacle, or with treacle alone was in magy families both

R S

1, lancs. & Ches. Ant. Hoc. Voll, %X Pe77a
5. Eden. State of the Pcor 1795 1T 209,
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in the fifties of the century . This writer tells of three
brothers who were accustomed to make a double po;tidn of porrigge
on Sunday ﬁorning, and kept it warm in a béd, so as to have it
for supper as well. They were men of landed property, but lived
chiefly on the produce of *theilr own land; +hey hated selling butt
' er; and probably never tasted tea, They brewed their own ale,
never used spirite; a coupls of swine fed and slaughtered by
-themselves provided flegh meat for the year. As the last of
thege brothers died in 1792, their fare was probably a godd
example of tha countryside éarlier in the century.l Young

had noticed in 177C that there was too great a prbportion of
cats sown in the north, but he failed to realise that this was
prcebably because the general food of the pedple was oats and
hence %here would not be the demand for wheat. Holt at the end
of the century is making the same complaint, with less excuse

for missing the real reéson. It wag not till later than our _
period than with the gradual ascendancy and spread of tea and
ﬁopular prices for it, porridge began to lose the important

place 1% geﬁarallyﬁocoupied as a time honoured meal in the
northern counties.%

Cf the baked oat cakes, the chief,ére the Havercake, the
Bannock and the Jamnocke. The havercake wag akin to the modern
oatcake of fcotland, being oval or roung, flét " to 1" thick,
and unleavened. This was prevalent mors :in the eastern pa:f
and throughout the eighteenth century, the men of Rochdaie

‘.,

prided themselves on the title of "havercake lads".

e e e e e e e g e

3. Holt. Report on Lancs. 1795, Footnote to DPe 4.
3. Chas. Rogder Tn L. & C. Ant. Boc. cited above p. 44.

4, lancs. and Ches. Ant. Soc. Vol. xx. Do

LY
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The bannock was a thicker oatcaké and unleavened. ff.was |
baked in the enber,_and afterwards before being eaten, was
re~heated on a girdle. This cake wag sometimes madé of |
Pease meal also. The most prevalent of the oatcakes, hpwever,
in the north, and occuring in many parts of Lancashiré‘was
the Jannocke This was really a loaf of caten bread, as a
whole loaf wsighéd nine pounds. It was round about 1" thick
at the edges, and from 2" to 43" thick at the centsr, It was
no doubt thi; loaf Young was speaking of when he qﬁotes the
pPrice of bread (cat) at £d per pound in 1770. Tim Bobbin,

-a local poet of Lancashire in the middle of the century
speaks of a "tuppeny Jannodk“é. The local price rcund Bury

in 1760 was. 15 lbs.for a shill:lng.3 The Jannock was not
pecudiar to Lancasﬁire,,buﬁ held its ground there longer than
elsewhere, being common up to the beginning of the ninsteenth

century, It was still made in 1902 arcund Belford and Leigh,
; 4
and was then being sold in 8Standish Gate, Wigan.

5

In the table from Eden ,lancashire is included in
District IV, with Chester, Derby, Nottf; and Lipcoln. Of
the population of these-ceunties, .39; or almost 2/56 were
living on oaten bread, +27 on wheaten bread, and the re=
mainder « 34 used burley OT Iyee _L large pfopqrtion cf the
population of district iv, living on oat bISad, was ccn-'

centrated in Lancashire, because when Young, a few years latezx/
1. See Appﬂndix vil.
2.  Tim Bobbin, The lancashire Dialect, 175C p, &
Do Roeder; lancs. and Ches. Ant. Soces Vol. xx. Nectes on
food and drink.
4, Thbid. 54 Eden. S8tate of the poor. I« 564, Applieg to
cIrcum 1760. Quoted by Edsen from "Tracts on the
Corn Ttaue. 1766, p. 18%Z=5. While the exact figures.

£ lat mayv, bs inaccur gic n 18 Witl be Jhlr
of . popplation may be inaccurate, the proportions will be = .. .



toured the county, he quotes'wheaten bread onlj at Li?erpool,'
and wheat and barley mixed at Altringham. The rest of ghe
places quoted wers oaf bread, or oat and barley nixed. In
district five of the above table, which included the rest of
the northern count ies, about four or £ive per cént used
barley bread, and the raméinier are almost squally divided
amongst the users of wheat, zye,and oats,- The_wheataﬁ bread
used in lancashire would probadby be mostly in Liverpocl,
Manchester, and the homes of the upper and middle classes of

the county, so that it is reasonable tp conclude “that the

great masses of the labouring classes in the rural parts

were users of oat_bread, the wheaten loaf being a rare luxury:

réther then.a regular article of diet. Pococke!s horse boy =d

said that " oét-cake and buttermilk was their common fooad®,

and hisfather was-ona who paid £6 a yeai in rent. In the Filde

ﬁisfrict a writer says that "beans and rye bread was the food

of the commonalty, wheat bread being rarely eaten except by

the rich., Jannocks were eéten with zest by the hungry lab ureréﬂ
Milk was cheap énd plentiful, Holt gaygs that 1n 1761 sweet

milk was a penny & quart at Walton, quite close to Liverpool, -

and in the country was probably nc dearer than that. The pre=

valence of small farms would meke 1t easy for those who had no

cow of thelr own to secure a supply of milk f:cm some nelghbour

willing to add to his income by'selling part of the milk from

"-his own cCOW. Buﬁtarmilh ag & beverage, and as an adjunct to/

e B e T e B W W R R e

€a See Note 1l.

fi History of Blackpool '1‘37) Thornber. P, 83 raferrin:
Yoot 88 grs. %e_ore writing. kT
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and porridge =o commonly‘referred to is another indication
of tﬁe plentiful supply.of milk in rural communitieg. Bubtter
ranged from 54 fo &1 per pound, in aifferent localities, Chescse,
put by Young at 3d to 3%d per poundtin 1769, was being sold .
in 174C at 158 to 17s per cwt. now, oxr 23s to 24s when old,
and hence dryer and better cured.l This would mean that there
had been compar@bively little change in the retail price during
these thirty years.'

The next important article of diet was pctatoes..It has
been stated above that by the.miﬁdle of the ceatury potatoces
wﬁs a common crop in most parts of the county.é By the e*d of
the century, they were in use in a variety of ways, and there
is evidehce that they were being largely uged by the poorer
people much earlier than thate In sowe digtricts they had not
rage much progress by 1760, but such were exceptionals For
example in the Filde district it was "esteemed opulence %o
plant'half a bughel cf potatces,.. boiled pargnips and French

beang were the principal vegetables, not ¢of the cottager o r
2

ot

the farmer only but the gentry, even on gala days", But in
1756, on the Manchegter market thsy were sold at 94 pex bushel;
and thie indicates a very general use amongst the population at
that time., A potatoa pie is enthusiastically deseribed by Ben

Erierly, as a dish that was well and favourably known. By the
time that Eden wrote, they were used for every meal except break=~

fagt, and Holt in a letter publlshea in the Reporu of the Committ

B e e et e e

1. lancs. and Chesg., &nt. EBoc. Yol, XX« P. 82«

5. See above. Chapter I. p.10,11.
=

- Thornber, History of Blackpool.l837. p. 82,
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on the Cultivation and use of the Potatoe, in 1795, urges the
extension of the larcashire custom of eating pdtatoes with meat
ingtead of bread. He attiibutes the large excesé of bread consumg
tion in the south as compared with the North in large measgure to
this custome. The potatof affords two meals a day to many familie
of the labouring classes; and éiere are many famililes in the
northern counties which never eat bread, exaeﬁt at tea« DBesides
being used to meat,’they were &ftern eaten with butter and butter:
oiiE | |

Of meat foods, the haggis was popular, and 1is mentioned

by Tim Bobbin in 1745, Tt was general and popular in Lancashire,

and continued in the Filde district until the end of the century.

- Mé¢d~calf, or a digh made of the heart, dliver, and lungs of a cali

was considered a great delicacys A black pudding made of bleood,
guet, and oats shared popularity with a white pudding, whcih was
the same without the blood. Mention of the bacon puddings, ham
and salt pork has been made, But it must be remembered that thes:
and other meat dishes were occasiénal-addiﬁions to the labourers!
diet, on special occaslons, or on Sundays, and were not pért of
his daily food. Pococke!s horse boy, gold the bishop that they
had meat, and pye~pudd ing con gala days ; and no doubt.it Was
cnly on tﬁa tables of the better off cotitagers that meat disghes

weuld -occur with any frequeﬁcy.

B S R B B e e P e e B

4, Report of Comm, on Cult. and Use of Potatoes p.l159 et seq.
Holt . Survey of Lancs. p.l4. Footnote, .

5. lencsg. and Ches. Ant, Scc. Vol.xx. p.€C et seq,
6, Camden Boc. Vol.l., p. 2034,



Along with the meat foods it is well to mention the numerous
soups of vegetablés and sometimes of meat ﬁhat_characterised'
the north generaliy. Various kinds of broth were in freqpent_
use. Contemporary observers frequently make mention of the
superiority of the northern peasant over the southern in pre=
péring & va riety of dighes and SCUPS. Seasonal dishes based
on fruit were alsc commbn, such ag berry tarts; and roly=poly
or dog~in~a-blakket, as it was called in Derbjdhire, is still
known as tbe Lancashire roly=poly.

- As to Dbeverages, tea was flnding_its'way through the
.county by the end of the sixties. At that time, Young sGys of
the Burton district in the north of the county that all drink
tea, as also those round Garstang, end in the South round
. Warrington and Altringham. In the Ormskirk district it was
known but not genefaliy used. As this statement occurs in-
connection with the poor rate particulars, it ig reasonable to
coholude that Youn g was referring to thelpcorer classes..la
later in the century when there had been an increase of drink=
ing among the labouring ulaspes, Eden stated that 5he labourer
of the South indulged daily in malt liguors;: but that in the
north this wags not the cases The general drink was whey, 0T E%
milk and water, or a.meagre small beer., He also stated that

there wags only one aleshouse in the north for esvery three or
' 2

—~

four in the SOUuh-

When thl& exten81ve variety of diet, and comparative

- R e B e e S

1. Northern Tour. Vol.Z, Letter 1s.
&« Eden. 8tate of the Poor. Yol.I. 527
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statement that the pooxr in the South of England live on dry bread
and cheege, with malt liquors or tea as their beverégﬁm it is easy
to -understand the comments as common at th? time on the supeiior
household economy of the northern peagant. ._ In partial ex~
planation of this it must he remembered that'fuel wag scarcer and
d earer in the south, co that cooking, for a labourerts family,
was an expensive metter; and also that milk and butter remained
easily oblainable in the morth much longer than in the south. In
addition, the smaller sums spent on liguors, meant that a larger :

sum was available in the north for the purchasaiof provisilonse.
: summed

The chief advantages of the peasants of the north may be ZREXmKE
up as being,= the use of ocatmeal irn a variety of ways, the use of
potatoes, and the great variety of cheap and savoury soups, as well
as greatér skill in preparing a variety of dishes f:om the same
ingredients. _

Ag to quantity considered sufficient for a labourer, we
may réfer to two contemporaéy estﬁnates. The first is a tabls
of the weekly allowance fo every man in the navy with the cost,
published in 1765.6. 7 lbs. bread, 7d; 7 gaise drink, 74; 4 lbs

bQ'Bf, &d.
Z. Museum Rusticum. March 1765,
4, After 1760, Hagbach p.144=7. Rise in prices lowered standard

of living, but in the north, "veen with a lower money wage,
the standard of living remained higher, L, & CelheS, Wol.xx
p.82. Firgt reference to tea and coffee in Manch. is 1762
In 1749 tea 'in Manchester was 8/6 to 18s per 1b., 107 under
, London market because brough in via Edinbumgh & Leith (lower
customs) Coffee . 4 to- 78, Chocolate 4 to 4/6 per 1b.

-



. the experiment. - The other estimate is made about 1768 by the

29,

2 lbs. pork, 5d4; 8 pints peaa,%d} z-ﬁinté catmeal, 3d; 6 oz..butﬁé;i'
1}d; and 12 oz, cheege, 24; making a total for the week of 3/5%.
Physicians of the time wers of the opinion that the allowance was
all that any able working man could consume with health. But i$ ig
dovbtful if any able workingman in sither north or south, unless & .
servant with some'generous fafmek, ever had the opportunity makiﬁg

: L :
writsr of "Three Tracts on the Corn Trade” He says that in lanc~ |
ashire a iabourer consumes nine pounds of catmesal in a week, or 3

~

varters 2 Yushels of cats per annum, as 2 guarters of catg will
a e 3 g

seldon make one qguarter of meal., The Scotceh labourer, he says,
consumes 4 quarters 7 bushels of cate per annum, and pitmenk =2

quarters 5 bus. of rye per annume The annual consumption of wheat |

. 5 |
is estimted for varicus sections of the people. Workhouse inmatesi

¢ itizens and hospital innates consume from 6 to 7 bushels r° r head
labourers, soldiers, and varlous classes of the French natlion, 8 to
12 bushels; French porters, peasants, and eaters of new bread, 17 m
to 19 bus.; Engliah shephsrds, 19 bushels,.aﬁd English pitmen 20 :

bushels.
Clothing was entirely homespun and home made in the north,

and reﬁained so to near the end of the century. By that time in
the Midlands and the South, the clothing was mostly purchased

clothing or London cast-offs; but "in the north almost every ar+ich}

of dress worn by farmers, mechanics, and labourers is manufactured 5
at home, hats and shoes excepted... there are many respectable _ q

persons at this day who never wore a bomght pair of stockings, -

l. Three Tracts on the Corn Trade.(Rylands Lib brazry, 8 60.127/1.3.K



30,
coat, nor waistcoat in their lives; and within tﬁesé twenty yeafs.
2 caot bought at & shop was considered a mark of extravagance, if
the buyer was not possessed of an independsnt fortune. Ironed -
elogs which are cheaper, more durable, and more wholesome (sic)
than shoes are very generally worn by the labouring people.” ;

. But underneath this real prosperity and the abundance of
food supplies which characterised the first half of the century
' there were two disturbing forces at work. Ths first was the
changes in the methods of agricu lturse, with their acccﬁpanimen 5
enclosures, as a sympton of the tendency tp consolidate the farms
into larger ones. The seCOnd.was the influence of growing towns,
whidh made a'difference to the markets, and so tbethe producticn
of different communitiss, The result was that the old distribe-
ution of agricultural population was not suited to the new con-
dit ions. More labour was reqpifad in scnme places, aslwhere
enclosures had increased the area under tillage, or where the
proximity of a growing town such as Liverpool ox Manchester, made.
the smail dairy or préduee farm a profitable vanture. lesg was
2. Eden I. p. 5540, _
3, Igdt Taid. IT, 309, Pococke algo mentions the shoes with

woeden soles worn by the people in these districts,.
Camien Soc, Vol.T.
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required in other places, &s where enclosure was lsadini %o pastute ||

instead of tillages. Agricultural labour was not as a rule mobile
enough to meet the new conditions, and the result was a great deal
cf sccial suffering. Enclosureg also meant a real dapression ia
the‘soqial.and economic status of many cottagers, and squalters.
Tﬁose who by the aid of their 11ttle holding, and the common rights,|
had - just besn able to mainfain thamselveé, sank under the_hew ;cnw i
ditions 1ntq a state of at Ieast partial dependence on the rates. ﬁ
A recent griter expresses the opinion that many of the arguments in ||

favour of enclosures betray an excessive confidence in the mobility

of agricultural labour, and its adeptability to industry." The

weaker elem ents in & parish that had been enclosed were often left

gstranded on the land, +the result that the rate of wages was depres-
1. . < -

ged«% He might have added that the poor rate was often raised by

their presence,

This immeobility of labour was due 1n_the,méin.to three
causes, The first was the natural clinging to one place so often
seen in the attitude_of'the'poor, especially of the weaker elements i
azmongst them. The more self=rellant would launch out on a new
venture while théir-wéaker brethren remained behind and suffered.
Then there were the difficulties. of removals over the wretched
roads of the périod, which would prevent many from attempting the
unknown districts."But, though these causes were no doubt operating

- -~

the great hindrance to the redistribution of labour to meet the new: |

conditions was to be found in the Bettlement lews. This law,

K
&1
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I

1.Dobbg. Fducation and Social Movemsnts. p. 130,
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passed in 1862 %o prevent the indigent poor Ifrom flocking i nto
districts Wﬁere they would bs begt treated, was modifisd in 16;1
to permit a settlement to bs dbtained in a parish other tﬁan that
where one had been born., This new settlement was obtained, (&) by
paying a yearts taxes in the new parloh, (v) by serving & parish

office for a year; {(c) by fulzilllng a yearts contract of labour

with a residsnt of the parish, or (d) by renting a land=holding
of £10 annual value. In 1696 gerﬁiﬁ_icafes becams allowable, and
with this certificate a laboursr could go whers he liksd and could
not be sent back to his own parish unless hs actually became a
pauper. Thils was the condition of affairs In this respact during
the first half of the century; and uonbtables‘ accounts arse full

of t

g

e expenses of returning poor to theilr respective parishea,

-

= |

hile Sessions raportg are full of appeals for or against orders
of removal. There can be little qusstion that when the new move-

ments of the sighteenth century began to gather momsn wbum t hese

regulations "acted as an effectual check on migration, and pre-

I‘c

vented th e labourer from carrying his labour where it was wanteds ||

Not onlv wers the rates burdened with the cost of returning poor
v ? & P

ck

© their parishes, but the poor laboured under the constant uns

certainty as to whether they were to be allowdd.

. Rt e ol e Tt T R S e T e e W R R o g S

2. Curtler. Short Hist. of English Agriculture, p.157-8. Also
Eden, State of: the Poor.I.296. Quotes from an essay by a writer
named Hay, written in 1735,and republished in 1751. Hay re~
probated the system which he says, abridges a pcor mant 1%he«¥
on - a egtion that he may bscome chargezble; the defact is
+ha% i"8 s optional with fﬁe parish officers %ougrmnt the cort-,
ificate, whereas thsey ought to be ﬂompall=3 to do it; or better!
gt 11ll, every pocr man ought to bs put on the fooling of a cert-
1flca%e man till he does become uha gaable. Edengdioa&re
with Adam Smith whaﬁ he say s "theras is gcarce a poor Wuﬂ.i£ i
E_?land of Tforty years_of age who hag not in soms part of his |

e felt himself cruslly opprezsed by Settlement iawn but
bringg no evidsnce to confute thege wrij+als
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to remain in a new parish. Young, when he mads up ths tébles of
wages in th e appendix to this work, was puzzled toc account for
the variations which did not at all follow thé priceé of pro= .
visionsg, Prdbably one reason was the natural variation with the
distance from manufacturing centres where the demand for labour
would tend to raise'*ha wages of all labour; t the influence
of the immobility oaused by the Seutlenent laws was alsc a LaCtb&-
The Earl of Hillsboro, writing in 1753, pAoposed to dasiroy the
Settlement Laws, as‘%hey were a hindrance in many wayse :

The elghteenth century is marked by a greal incresase in the

cost of caring for the poor, and whils tkiﬂ was partly due to the |

growth of benevolent sentiment, and partly_to'the growth of
manufdc+urin g centres with their pe rlods of unemployment, yst

even such an advocate as Gonner admibs that "in many districts

such distress was cauged that *hexe had %o be much more EXpedXsng |

L 3

axpended in poor Rate., Eden calculates the amount of money
taised for the support of the poor toward the end of the seven-
teenth centwmy. When this is woiked-out, Lancashire was paying

; = 3 =
at that time 6 1/10 pence per head of population,

o W g T D A e e e e P e R e e -

1, FEden. State of the Poor. 2I. 318.
2. Gonner. Common Iand and Enclosures Bk.iil. Ch,v. Sec. B2,

3, Eden, I.230, This rate of €.,1d per head was the lowest in the
kingdoy%ét that time. Generally speaking the northern
counties were all much lower than those in the gouth., The
six northern countiss all occur among the lowest nin e

counties of England. Wales, considered as a district is 1Z2th.}

F
|
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Young in 1770 calculates the population of the farming
districts at about 14 per £100 rent, Thig is of course only

a rough approxzimation to the facté, but will serve fo indicate
the change in the course of the first si¥ty or ssventy years
-of the century, in the absence of mors exact data. Poor
rateé in the purely agricultural districts such as KabelDs,
Cockeram and Ormskirk were from 3d to 64 in the 8, averaging

slightly over 44 foxr the placss'he mentions. This would re=

present an expenditure on the poor of not less than 284 per.

head of population. Even this rough calculation shows how great=

ly the poor rates had increased before the dawn of the Industrial

Revolution. In districts that were partly ﬁrban, the increage

was still greétar. For example the rate in Liverpool in Young'!s

time was ls. in the £, and roung Warrington and Altringham was
from 1/6 to 2/6 in the Pound.  The expenditure on the poor in

Lancaster, for example,rose from £94:19:8 in 1736 to £499 ig
1765, when the town was on the decline rather tharn growing.

T W Ty e e e T W B o B it B

4Young. Northern Tour. Vol. 3. Leftter 18.

5. FEden.II. 309, et seq. For fuller discussion ¢n this
question of pauperism, see Part II. Chap. V. of the
present work.
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Oct.and Nov.1752.An article on the New Husbandry.

fellews:-

1732, 1740, 1741. 1742.1743. 1744. 1745.
Clev. Wht" HWH-H.u_w. S1. Cl. W.& wqoﬂ_ﬁ.ﬁmo
WH.HU..O. Cl. : Cl. Wht. gme.o WH.HU&' Cle
Brly. Peas Brly. Cl. Peas Tnpe. Brly.
Wht. Brly. Cl. Brly.S8.Fal. Wht. Tnps.
Brly. Peas Brly. Tnps.Brly. Tnps. Brly.
L- (untilled) - ( Tnps. Brly. Cl.
L. Briy. Tnps. Briy(Qi. " Cl. . Brlys
Brly. Peas Tnps. =w=

Tnps ..Bly.: Cl. =<«- Wht. Tnps. Brly.
L. H,S.vac WH-PH.Q ?ﬁmowuﬂ.“—-g. Ccl. Cle

g Se Tnps . Brly. Tnps.Brly. Cl. Cl.
Le L. Tnps. Brly.Tnps. Brly. Cl.
L. L. Tops. Brly. Cl. Cl. Wnt.
L. Tnps. Wht. Tnps. Brly Qo. G&o.

1746. 1747.1748.1742.1750.17561

Brly .Cl. Tnps.Bly. S.Pal.
Vht.  Brly. Cl. Wht. Brly.
Cl. Pegs Wht. Tnps.Bly.
wwww. Tnps. Brly. Cl. Cl.

o 6 Cl. Wht. Tnps.Brly.
Cl. Cl. Peas VWht. Brly.
Cl. .Cl. Peas VWht. Tnps.
Tnps.Brly. Brly.Tnps.Brly.
Cl. Oats Cl. Peas Vht.
wt. Brly. Tnps.Brly. Cl.
Cl. Wht. Znps.Brly. Cl.
Tnps Brly. Cl. Peas Vht .
Brly . Tnps. Bry. Cl. ©Peas

Vht.
Cl.
Cl.

Pease

- -

Clever
Brly.

Brly.

Wheat

Tnps.

[ Whte.
m%mwa F. g¢%x is divided intc two from 1743, and G. is in twec parts till
1743.



APPENDIX NO. II.

Covenents in Leases. Quoted Edward Laurence. Duty of
a Steward, '

1.
2e

e

4o

5e

10.
11.
12.
13,
14.
15,

16.
17«
18,
19.
20.
2l.
22

Not to pere and burn land. Penalty,£20 per acre.

Not to sow hemp, rape, flax, woad, madder, etc.
not potatoes and hops except for private use.
Penalty £10 per acre.

Not to convert pasture into ﬁlllage except where
necessary befauce of the growth of moss. Penalty
£10 per acre.

Not to cut timber for sale. Penalty,l0 times the
value.

Rotatiof to be pursued. Fallow, cown (wheat,rye
or barley), beens or pease, barley or osats.

Half the menure is to be laid on the meadows, and
half of the *tillage. Also %o lay 40 bus of lime
pertacre on the fallow. Penalty £20 sbove the
renv.

Spend 211 the hay and straw on the premises.
Penalty £20.

Scour all ditches. Penalty £10.

Keep dwelling houses in good repair.

Yoke and ring hogs. Penalfty 10s. per hoge.

Sow winter corn before Michaelmas.

No sub-letting. Penalty £20.

Hedges to be kept in repair.

No rabbits are to be kept.

No drying and burning of manure.

Mole catchers are to be paid 1s. per dozen,
by assessment.

Tenants must keep the bpe-roads.

No greyhounds or guns, nor snaring of game.

No brick kilns, or digging of brick clay.
Penalty £500.

Tenants teams are to be lead home the corn and hsy
from the demesne lands.,

Tenant to keep up the out-houses with slate or
tile of the farm, '

Tenant to pay church, constable, and poor assess-~
ment, and all other except the land tax.

A present is to be made every Christmas to the
lendlorde.



/
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TaBLE CF THE BZNCLOSURE ACTS BASSED FCR LANCASHIRE AND

CHESHIRE IN THE BIGCHTEENTH CENTURY.

Made up from Lancs. snd Ches, Antig. Soc. Vol. vi.p.112-126

Wm. Harrison.1888

There were records of three enclosures prior to the 18th
century, which may perhaps be taken as indicative of a
great many more,

1529,

1597,

163C,

1709.

1724,

1724,
1730,

1750

1756
1759
1759
17631

1762,
1765.

The town fields of Padiham near Burnley zppear to
have been divided ©y Sir John Townley, Nicholas
Tempest, and N, Banastre, the commissioners of the
enclosure,

Denton. Common lands enclosed when 292 acres or
thereabouts were gppropriated by the adjacent
land-owners. 3
Rowton Heath, near Chester. Amount not given,

At or near West Kirby Mr.Harrison found traces of
several enclosures, one of which was in 1709, by
the drawing cf lots. ;

An Act to enclose the Common and tract of land
called Croston Finney. This did not apply to all
the waste in Crostaoi, and there were later
enclosures there,

An Act applying to waste ground in West Houghton.
The commons and parcels of waste ground in the
township of Claughton near Garstang.

From 1730 to 1750 there is uo single instante of

an EBnclosure Act relating to Lancashire or Cheshire,
¥Mr Harrison thinks there was much enclosure oy
agreement during this period. :

An act for confirming acticles of agreement for
enclosing and dividing commons and waste ground
within the Manor of Culceth,

Commons in HEllel, near Lancaster,

Longton, near Preston,

Walton on the Hill, and Fazakerley.

An Act not mentioned by Mr Harrison, but by Holt in
17956, for the enclosing of Worbrech Moor, which was
evidently a successful experiment.

Lowton, near Wigan, and Astley,

Walkden Moor, and part of Chat Moss lying within the
Manor of Worsley,

This date merks the beginning in Lancashire of the
extreme activity of the later eighteenth century. The
lull between 1780 and 179C can be clearly traced in this
table as well as in the figures for the country as a
whole. In that decade there were only four acts as com-
pared with eleven in the previous fifteen years, and 12
in the last ten years of the century.



1766,
19867,

1768,
T
1773,
1 Qs
1776,
8 &l o

Lrire
il 57

Bryn Common, Weaverham, Ches. 460 acres,
Several Commons in the Manor of Chorley.

Common waste lands and sandhills - Layton Hawes, near
the oaresent Blackpool.

Wavertree, near Liverpool.

Barniker Moor, in Nether Wyersdale.

Grappenhall and Latchford, in Cheshire.
Owwaldthistle.

Little Harwood.

Common fields in the Manor of Yealands, including
Wartham Moss and Hilderstone Moss. :

Four townships near Frcdsham, Cheshire.

Lathem and Skelmersdale.

The next is an act for draining, improving and preserv-
ing the lowlands of the parishes of Altcar, Sefiton,
Halsall, and Walton cn the Hill.

1779,
1785.
17886,
1788,
1789,
1791,
¥ 7925

1793
1793.
1795,
1796,
1796.

T79%3

1799,

1800,

Enclesure at Lower Darwen, Lancs.

Forton, 80 acres,.

Cliitheroe., 300 acres,

Billington on Wilpshire,

Wiswell Moor. 350 acres.

Christleton. 277 acres, -
Bolton Yoor and other Commons in the township of
Great Belton, 289 acres, or without rcads, 247 acres.
1/15 went to the lords of the Manor., The rest was
sold on chief rent or let on long leases, the rents
tc be applied to the poor rate.

Claife, near Hawkshead. 1350 acres,

Clayton le Moors, in Whalley. -

Congleton and Edgeworth.

Royal Manor of Macalesf1eld.

- Farmouth and Kersley. -

Lancaster marshes drained, gStilla stinted common.
Cartmel. 12,516 acres,

Halton Moor, Over Killet Moor, and commons within
the Manor of Hornby.

Harwood near Blackburn,

15C acres at Ditton, neat Widnes,

Thornton Marsh in Foulton and Bispham.

Ulverston Lands. :
Croston again. Associateéd with Mawdesley, Rufford,
Bispham, Tarleton, and Bretherton. The Act indluded
the drainage of low lands. _
Hale and Halewood, 350 acres,.

To summarize, :
for Lancashire there were 40 acts during the century,and

for Cheshire,l2.

e acreage returns are unreliable, as they Vary from
=] ¥

statute acres to Cheshire acres, and some give the esti-
mated acreage in the act, some the surveyors awards;
some include and some exclude roads allowance.

The aggregate of the 12 Cheshire Acts is given at

10, 563 acres.

The aggregate of 27 Lancashire Acts is given at 26,801

acres, but which acts they awre is not specified,
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GONNER, APPENDIX D, ENCLOSURES BY ACT IN 18th & 19th CENTS.

e

up -to : 18 :
COUNTY. 17@_@_:.@_1;:'{(3_._?_}_:@_@-. 81-90_.91-—00.01-'10.11-_—:’30.21-—= 70 Total
Bedford. oife B Bi e 4 S B9 -l BB, A 0 14100
Pe Sails: 53y 7/ P U e 250 4,7 44,1
Berkshire c.f.1lsz3 + B 4,3 3 P 2e6 O 8.4 IO M o
_‘I‘.l.,4 8 4,3 el D 9,_.8 9._,8 4.3 34.1
Bucks, Cef s 08 . 6Go = Bp= 145 6e9 6% 2a8 Hal “3448
_?_:_ ;5 6n - 6. - 1.5 62_‘9__ ___6_9 '209 6! 5512
Cambridge c.f. = » o 1.2 ad b 1159 Bed ‘9,8 B4.5
D 2o d 1,4 «d 0,9 e Db 108 38-.4_
Cheshire ocaf, = = - - - F= »4 - o4
T- - * ¢3 il l .3 1.5 lS 3.4;.
Cornwall c.f, =~ - - - - =y - =
T.’_ 5 u—-.-.\_ 35 —— o he ; .2 ’2 .4 ‘8;
Cunberland c.f, = - s e - - - *- £ ae
2= Bu = —oat Al - o G2 5+2 4.4 23.9
Derby Cels 2D 2 i 156 Dk 4,8 e Atoien e
s T. ?_8 204 :508 2. 3-3 6, 2;2 1.8 21;3
Devonghire c.f, - - - - - - = 5 =
To - = nl hzr 14: 1.0 lg'?
Dorset Sufe 33, ®gd il al 1158 Z2ad . 8 1.6 843
T- :‘5 lnl .l 47_—* 231 4I4 1;-5 3_‘1 1313
Durhan Cals =~ = = = «1 - e - ok
Te 1.5 2.8 4ol a_%_‘_ 5.8 146 +D R dems o FE
Figures represent the percentage of the acreage enclosed i
c.f. = Common field. |
T, = Total



/1.

' : 18 :
County. 1760, 6170, 71-80. 81-90, 91400.01~10.11~20.20-70, Total.j
EsSeX  ‘Cofy . - - - - 9 6t 19 ]
Tn 5 7¥= )F' SE: #" 08 1-1 1-2 5l1 |
Gloucestar c.f,1.7 147 4.2 w3y a2 2. 1e2 -175 %
i o e B 4,2 ol s i 4.0 2,3 1,9 18,7 )
Hampshire c.f, .8 Ry e g 59 B 4 ﬂ;
T. 1.1 55 1.3 1-5 2: 2. 5.1 llal i
£ I
Hereford Caufe = = o X ~ B ol .8 A
T. et - .2 7% .6 2.‘;2 1.3 -5 4;&
Hertford c.f, - .9 Xt BB B 250 2.5 1.9 =
B33 .8 el e A A 2.8.-3,6 5.2
Hutingdon c.f.1.6 6.4 9,9 s s 5.4 4,5 55.8
T, 1.8 6.4 9.9 x5 1.4 15.8 5.4 4,5 55,8
Kent. exta “ - - - " = = o
TI’ s e L v e ll -2 Qz ;5
Lancashire c,f, = - 2 - ¥ - a = 5 ]{
Tas adi's o2 a2 21, 143 .1 1eB8 L 1e55 5.7
TLeiceater c.f Tl 13,7 10:4 '3{.6 4.8 '1_';9 X o3 41.8 8
: Tn ?;g 15.'7 10,8 5-8 "«34 5;4 * ._3 47,9 I
Lineoln.. fabedaf: Tel Bl EnRAs —5obr 552 o .5 29,1 3
P, a6 2959 T 1,0 8.6 8.0 50 i gt 1
Middlesex Cafe ®. = R S o e 8. +3.19.3 i
T‘ - * 1.2 1’2 2*5 6‘3 l;s_e"l 293 26;7
NO rf0lken Ol g L 2g B % o o S - B i B i |-y L
M P Pl ] e 8,9 5,7 2,6 26.&k
Morthumber: c.fe 23 - -4 Py - 5T o 5 Rt ey :
land T. 2. -7 135 -.4 1’3 2"1 "? 3;6 12,5




.

o : 2 s
County, 1760.61~-70, 71=804 81«90, 91=00.01~104 11~ 20. 20~ 70sTota
Nottingham of, w6 5.3 8.4  2:2 6.5 32 46 X1 27,90
T. .9 5{3 gg 2.5 '?’5 4'4 l. 1¢6 32;0”
Nertnampton, of 5,3 8,4 17,1 1,7 4,4 7.2 4,1 3.2 5l.afl
R T R R o e e ey
OXford. Cufeleb 548 7e8 1,7 T,7 4.8 3.3 8.2 40.8{
T. 1;5 5’8 7o9 &,7 I?z’? 5;"" 4.4 9»8 43«&4‘3;
Rutland c.f,6: 9.9 4.5 AL s Yalh o Ial: 2a A8
T.._. 6, ggg 4 Lo 2095 1.5 lgg 2.0 ‘;6.‘;.
Shroosh, Cofa- - o s el el e 3
SR gy 1 .4 g R 6, 4
Somerset.caf . e - - Al T Vi e 1.8
Eo 3 I S e g e S Ol
Stafford c.f. s4 41 3 e G .6 i3 BB
M50 1. 18 S e e e e
SU.ffolE c'f- ol - .l- e

2D
Ty e ¢ . .o * ]tl.s

Surrey Ciby = = % - sl B0 2 1ud « 9 6.0
Tp e * ;f' o 1.’? %.4 1.5 315 lOnl
B S 5y

Sussex Cafs = - - - P S D s 24y
T = e * 08 s e B

Warwick c,f.7s 3.4 5.9 1,2 Bee dab- 1o onaiionse
Pl B% 6.2 1,2 €201 9 - g ke se i n g

Wes tmo re:c.f, = - - - - »d a2 e s
land Te = ok D ¥ - 233 by 8.6 16,3




county 1760,6}1=70,71~80. €1~90,81=

o B

00.01-10,11~20+20~70.Total

Wltshire.cf. .8

i
=

22.9 |
26.2 |

Wor c&sﬁer.cf. o

}
Fu o]

133

1851 *

Yorkahire,
i s

W,

N'

o -2

LA Do
A O
A




Export of corn from the chpif ports, Christmas 1734 to 1735. &40 |

Extracted from Postlethwayt. Unive Dict. of Trads and Commerce.
Art on Corn, :
PORT. Barley 'Malt Catmeal Rye Wheat Bounty .
London 8914 gqrs 210lgrs 39 gqrs 51 qrs 59,784 qrs £16,429
Varmouth 9803 e e pl sloms 17699
Wells 202 60,47 == 217 218 210 6,849
Portsmouth2190 8,245 == - 16,876 5,52%
Lynn Regis5747 17,411 === 549 6,778 4, 534
Chiczhe stsr603 11,339 == - 8, 748 3, 941
Southampton3013 2,358 - - 9,443 3,098
Berwick 2396 4235 - s 10,944 3,094
Hull - 8,063 == - 3,738 2,321
Shoreham 4890 2,848 == e 3,007 1,821
Exeter 7693 - 1279 - 1,134 3,405
Sandwich 349 33595 == - 2,485 1,085
Blackney ,
and Clay 81 95369 == 18 254 1,066
Dover 428 - - s 4,015 1,057
Bristol i 308
Arundel : _ 3,090 447
Cowe s 689 - e - 2,241 646
Ipswich 864 . 394 - - - 2,282 728
Mil¥ford 51 e 583 . == 2,796 778
Liverpooel 9 - 7 - ¥ie 991 249
Poole - 690 87 10 < m= 1,159 389
Others very small :
Totals for all.. . P E R :

: = 57,530 219,781 © 1920 1329 153,343 = £72,433
Table of prices taken from Young. Vol. 4.
Place Bread But ter Cheege  Mutton Bgef Veal Pork
Kabers(oat )id 8d 3d 2&d 2%d . - 44
Garstang" 24 7d 3d 3da 3de = 3d s
Warrington= 7% 23 3d 2d 3a 4de

(Barley & Oat) . Wa : :
Iderpool (W.Hs)H 7de .« 33d ggd z%g . 4de 4de
AltringhamWhe% By. 6d 33d d 2%d . 34 3kd
Ave, of Country A
13d 6d 3d 3d 3d 3d 34

(2)

Ave:

3d
3d

3%

33d
3d

Sde

The average of Lancashire is therefore slightly higher ‘than that

of the north as a ﬁhold-éxcept for beef which was quite'plantifgl

in the_county,'as it was a large dairy Gouhty and there would be a

good supply of cattle for sale. For example the dairymen bought

their eattle when freshly catved and when dry sold them to the

butcher,
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TABLE CF PRICES OF WHEAT AND MALT AT WINDSOR. 1646-1762
Based on Museum Rusticum, Vol. :

Year.
1646
1656
1666
1674
1676
1679
1686
1696
1706
1733
1716
17281
1726
1731
1736
1740
1741
1742
1743

e T BT e e e e W e G P R S e B N e e S R T e P B B U e W TN e M e me f e B e e e o B G B S ST B e S

Wheat. Mal}, Year.
18s. Se Taa
43 24 1744
36 26 1745
68/8 34 1746
38 26 1747
60 26/8 1748
34 25 /4 1749
71s 28 1750
26 22 1751
54 35 /4 1752
48 28 1753
37/ 28 /4 1754
46 1755 -
38 /10 20/5 1756
A0¢4 24 1757
50/6 32 1758
46 /8 32 1759
34 -~ LBa/s 1760
24 /10 28 /6 1761
1762

Pe .and p. 129,

Wheat .

24 /10
27/6
39

34 /10
37

37
32/6
28 /6
41/10
44 /8

TABLE OF CORN EXPORT % AND GROSS MALT DUTY, 1700=-1756.

Based on the Museum Rusticum, II. p. 289=86,

(Wher o the same vy esars are given this table agrees with
Postlethwayte. )

lve, for Decade

Year v Wlle_@,_;t_
QLB e
1700 49,000
1701 97,000
17023 89,000
1703 106,000
1 704 90,000
1705 26,000
1706 188,000
1707 173,000
1708 83, 000
L1709 2577 69,000
ve, Decadel04,000
1710 14,000
1711 77,000
1712 135,000
1713 176,000
1714 175,000
1715 165,000
1716 75,000
1717 23,000
1718 72,000
1719 128, 000
104,000

Malt Export.

Qrsg

72,000
133, 000
103, 000
137,000

141,000
111, 000
98,000
140, 000
115625
80,000
140, 000
192, 000
218, 000
220, 000
103, 000
227,000
251,000
303, 000
357,000
209,100

Barley. Rye.

Malt Duby.
. TS e
. 26,000
£173,000 23,000
140,000 16,000
689,000 73,000
510,000 . 31,000
699,000 21,000
10, 000
596,000 5,000
645,000 29,000
598,000 41,000
523,000

508,111 27,300
507,000 6,000
574,000 8,000
575,000 20,000
645,000 53,000
516,000 19,000
621,000 5,000
687,000 15,000
744,000 18,000
693,000 71,000
728,000 . 9,000
630,000 22,400

B B P e e e M W e e TN W e e e

Q,I's:
7,000
24,000
51,000
58,000
29,000
24,000
50,000
34,000

5,000
166, 000

48,800

12,000
37,000
17,000
39, 000
20,000
31,000
40,000
23,000
49,000
45,000
29, 200

CEJZ%

el




i

0 s

;m.

Year, Wheat., Malt Export

1720 82,000 254,000
1721 82,000 339,000
1722 179,000 367,000
1723 156,000 305,000
1724 246,000 242,000
1725 204,000 294,000
1726 142,000 336,000
1737 30 ,000 241,600
1728 4,000 195,000
17239 19,000 131,000
v, of Decade 114,600 270,700
1730 94,000 179,000
1731 130,000 178,000
1732 202,000 161,000
1733~ 427,000 203,000
1734 498,000 233,000
1735 153,000 220,000
1736 118,000 192,000
1737 462,000 104 000 .

1738 581,000 189 000
1739 280,000 198,000
for Decade 294,500 185,1C0
1740 54,000 146,000
1741 45,000 133,0cCE
174 293,000 189,000
174 271,000 219,000
1744 232,000 220,000
1745 335,000 219,000
1746 131,000 283,000
1749 267,000 361,000
1748 - 543 ,000 349,000
1749 629,000 355,000
for Dscade289,000 246, 300
1750 947,000 231,000
1751 661,000 256,000
1752 429,000 288,000

1753 300,000. 247,000 -
1754 356,000 323,000
1755 237,000 243,000
1756 103,000 337,000
for Tyrs. 433,086, 293,8C0

Continuation of Corn.Eipbrt efd of Gross Malt Dﬁ?;?d

Malt Duty.

£661,000

737,000
851, 000
791,000
625, 000
703, 000
697,000
655 , 000
540, 000
594,000
685,400
733,000
B66,000
694, 000
768, 000
698,000
€57,000
610, 000
631, 000

674, 000
689,000
681,900
569, 000
519,000
665, 000
678, 000

819 ,000
643,000
618,000
642,000
681, 000
644, 000
627, 700
755, 000
696, 000
626,000

Barlex

4,000

.12, 000"

g, 000
46,000
10, 000
14,000
20,000
8,000
198
5,000
15,700
15,000
*14, 000
14,000
38, 000
70, 000
58,000
7,000
24,000
71, 000
54,000
36,500
24,000
7,000
&, 000
25,000
20,000
96,000
159,000
183, 000
73,000
53,000
58,100
224, 000
33, 000
106, 000

651,0008 67,000

682,000

48,000
33, 000
37,000
76, 714

Rye.
49,000

70, 000
33,000
13,000
23,000
21,000
19,000
9,000

13

1,000
24,800
125000
21,000
15,000
28, 000
10,000

1,000

1,000

8,000
36,000
29,000

18,100

9, 000
8,000
63,000
88,000
74,000
84,000
46,000
93, 000
104, 000
106,000
57,500
99,000
71,000
38, 000
25,000
43,000
43,000
30,000
52,714



Gﬂ{wbv TABULAR STATEMENT OF THE ROADS TURNPIEED IN LANCASHIRE 263 |
FROM 1700 to 2760, Found in Lancs. and Ches. Antic. Soce 5
VI Vol.X Appendix IT,

Original Act ~ Road concerned Trust expireds |
1724 Buxton and Chapel in Le Frith to 1860 to 75
. Manchester
1725 Liverpool to Prescot 1871
1726 Wigan to Preston aia Buxton '
& Chorley ' 1866=87.,
1726 Wigan to Warrington : 1877
1731 Manchester, Ashton, Mottram,
& Saltesbrook 1884
1734 Manchester, Oldham
: & Austerlands ' 1880
1734 Rochdale, Blackstone Edge
Halifax & Elland 1872
1744 Prescot to St. Helens

(United with the Liverpool
Warrington and Ashton roads) 1871

1750 Crosford Bridge, Stretford
& Manchester 1872
50 Richmond to Lancester 1867-8 IEZB3
i Pregton, lancaster, to :
Heiring Syke s. % 1875
(Burton) n.1882
1752 Didgbury to Wilmslew 1881
1752 Granage, Knutsferd and
Altringham 1881
1752 Mere to Warrington 1878
1752 Salford to Warrington, and Bolton
- to Wigan and Duxbury and to
Worsley. 1871=76
1752 Prescot to Warrington, St. Helens
_ to Makerfield 1871
1754 Rochdale to Burnley 1880
1754 Manche gter by Crumpsall to
Rochdale, Bury and Radcliffe 1873=80
1754 Bradford and Hawwrth to the Blue
Bell near Colne 1860
1754 Skipton, Colne, Blackburn,
Burnley, and Walton, 1873=81
1754 Skipton, Gisburn, Clitheroe,
& Preston 1873=81

There were sizfteen acte in the simiies, half of which wem
in Lancashire, four in that county in the seventiess, and
four in the eighties,. The fifties of the century with

thirteen acts were therefore the period of greatest
activity in securihg turnpike acts for the countrye



Table showing the use of wheaten Bread, circam. 17608 :
State of the Poor. I. 564. Quoted from Tracts on tbe

Corn Trade, 1760. Pe 183“5- e

Divides country into districts,

Eden. -

I,

Se
B i 1 i
IV.
Ve
VI

Appendix No, VII. - 'f__ e gk

London, Egsex, Bussex, Kent Surryy, etf., S.F. & S.

generaily, i

Wilts, Som=rset, Devon, Dorset and Cornwall,

The Midlandsg.

Crester, Dexby, Nottingham, Linoo*n and LANCASHIRE,

York, Westmoreland; Northumberland, Durham, Cumbe: 1gnd,

Wales, _ : :
Number Eat ing.

Digtrict. Hougses. Pope,6 per houge. WHEAT BARLEY RYE OATS.

In 548,18? 1,089,123 1,806 405 JO,?41 185,976 M

T, o8558 - oD .. 680815 22130 e e
1Is, 170, 746 1,024,476 691,258 159136 156,237 Ly845
IV. 123,025 . 738,150 200,239 128621 118,795 290,795
i 148, 760 892, 560 283,996 37,196 285,282 285,986
vI. 45,075 270,450 29,244 197585 113,881y ===

Population, 5, 918, 892. (say 6,000,000

- e B kW

ﬂheﬁt L gt u,750,00G
Barley--= 732, 000
Rye e £88,000
Oats --- 623,000

o ot i o B P B e e B B R e B e et e B R P e B e e S e i e e e D B B T e S S

Appendix No. VIIT,

Prices of Implements and Farm Work, etc., in Hertfordshire.Jan. 1765.
Mugeum Rusticum TII, p. 139 et ssq.

Complete Waggone. £16. to £20 Hoxrgo ss £5 to £15.

Complate Cart. £8 to £10 ' Cowsg : £3 to £8

‘Two wheeled plough Sheep 10/~ to 2¢/=

with chain and Hog s 5. to 4Cs.
splintasr baxr. £3 Barley - 24s per qguarter,

Foot swing and . Wheat 48s to “Gb per ™

dray ploughessses £1 - Oats 1Zs per load

5 barred Harrow 178« Peasg 17s HSI load

4 4 : 158,

3 # 1250 e e g e e e i T b i e e P

Roller uomplete 158

Bricks at Kiln. per 100C == 17s.

e N s

e e e W P e e

T o i e R B o s e e el e e g e B

Harvest man. with dlet, 23s. to 40 shillings per mth,
Labourer. with small beser., 1l per day.

Carpenter 1/8 per day.
Hricklajer - 1/10 per day.
irst Ploughing €8 per acre.
Second Do. 58, " =
Rolling - 44 per acre

Harrowing ' 8d per acre.

b e e T e e S O S e N S e P i R B P e e n A e e T B e B e e e



pendizx No, IX,

WAGES ABSESMENT BY THE WARWICASHIRE QUARTER SESSIONS.1738.

In force t111l 1773, (Sce select Documents, English Economic. His-
tory), p. €546=7.

Flrgt Husbandry Servant per year, £5=~10= G,
Second Do, de Cm O
fervant Boy 14=18 3=10w= 0
Sexvant Boy 11=14 1- C= 0
Head Bervant Maid - Bm= O= O
Bnd ' DO. ; 2"10‘" 6]
labourers per day Mart immas~ March 25 =g
< Doy ° March 25= lartimmag - =3
Grasgs mower,with drink E==~0
Doe without drink ' 1=2
Women, in haymaking, with drink =5
Dos vithout drink =0
Do, in Corn harvest with drink -G
Do Q0. without drink w7
Carpenters; Michealmag to Lady Dey. W.D, 1lelQ
Do without drink 1= 2
Doe Lady Day till Michaelmas 1= 0
without drink 1~ 3
Mason with drink =10
Dé. without drink 1= C
Thatcher, - 1=0C
{lorn Weeders - : - 4 =

Appendlx Noe X, - :
. COMPARISON AT WAtéﬁﬂ NEAR LIVERPCCOL OF WAGES AND PRICES.1761 %1791
ey

e
Given by Holt of Walton, in Survey of Lancs. Agric. 1785,
Servant 1761 1791,
Head man ssrvant per annum £6= 10~ = 0w S 0
Maild servant = 0O~ = 4-10= 0
Masgong and (Caxpenters pexr day Twm De B
Labourer 10 1= 8
Mowing per acre . Z= 0 5= 0
Threshing wheat perscore 5= 0 7= 6
Do. Barley and Beans 2= &€ de 0O
Do, OQats : 1- 8 D B
Taylor per day with food - 8 1= 8
Thatcher rer day 1- ¢ S O
Butcher for killing and cutting.
up a pig =B 1= 6
Do, c¢alf and selling 1= 0 S= 8.
Do, cow and selling 2~ © . 5= Q
Price of Good cart Horsge : £10= 0= O £25 == O
Pair ments ghoes - 3= 6 . ' =T= 0
oet of horges shoes 1= 0 : 1= 8
Journeymen butchers in Liverpool in 1761 for slau§btering a
bull for 2s. & cow, ls. & sow ©6ds. & sgheep, lzd. & calf, 24
and a days! work was 12 calves, or 20-24 gheep,
large Cart, 7!3", whoels 5'2", two coatsg of -
paint and flakes £5 = 0= C £9= @w 0
New axel-tree with work - 4= O - Buit B
Wringing a pr. of wheels =18~ C Jeibm
Wheel barrow and trundle - 5= 0 : =12= 0
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cont irvation of Appendixz No. X. 206,

gervant ol 1791
Plough =~ Wood work S R T £= 11= C
Harrow 3t6" . iz B 5= &
Pair of Hameg (3] 9
Spade Shaft 4 e
5 Barred gate 6~ O© 10~ C
Wheat straw per load 5= 0 per 2C lbs. - O
Barley straw psr thrave 2% - 6
Cat Straw doe = 5 = 9
?Ltter per 1b. . S=5 - 8=15.
Sweet- milk por qua“t : i s
Eggs two or three for o 1=2 e
Expended on the Poor, Easter 1760
to Easter 1761, £22=~3= 2%
115-1=- 1

De, Easgter 1790-17C1
Thexe had been bullt twenty addifional hcouses during that

pericd..
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