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PREFACE

In this work Owen's views on ecclesiastical end doctrinal
questions are presented and discussed. The thesis has been
divided into two sections. The first deals with his life,
together with his views on Seripture, the Church, Schism, and
Toleration. The chapter on the Bible was inserted at the beginning
since Owen invarisbly eappealed to its authority on all matters
relating to the Church or to Christian dogma, and for the sake of
convenience the Socinian views on this subject are considered
zxx semxidersd towards the end of this chapter and not in Part II
of the thesis. The second section is devoted to the ideas held by
Owen and the Socinians on the main Christian doctrines. Although
the Socinien views are illustrated by referencesg to, and quotations
from, their treatises, I make no claim to have read through all |
their Latin compositions: in my search for relevant material I
have been guided by Owen's references which, however, have been
carefully revised and compared with the original texts. Our author
for the sake of brevity sometimes modified the original passages,
and in order to evoid any mbsapprehension it may be advisable
to indicate that all quotations included in the present work
have been translated from the Socinian treatises mentioned in the
foot-notes at the end of each chapter end in the Bibliography.
Whenever Owen's references have been employed as guides, the fact
has been recorded; if the foot-notes contain no such record the
extracts cited are the fruit of my own study pf these Latin volumes.

I =m deeply obliged to the late Very Reverend H, R.
Mackintosh D.D., D.Phil,, end to the Reverend (ex-)Principal
Hywel Hughes D.D.,D.Litt. for meny invaluable suggestions.
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PART I

Chepter I, - THE LIFE OF JOHN OWEN.,

A,

Owen was born at Stadhempton, Oxfordshire, in the year I6I6. Both his
his-perents were descendants of distinguished Welsh femilies.His fethey
the village vicar,took care of his early education,and subsequently he
obtained classical instruction et Oxford under Edward Sylvester, "e
scholarly drudge" (Wood). He entered the University &t the early age of
twelve as & student of Queen's College, where he stu@ied Classics,
Methematics, Ph¥losophy,Theology, Hebrew end "Rebbinicsel Lore". For
recreation he interested himself in Music snd took some physical
exercises. After a period of arduous work he gresduated in I632 and
became Master of Arts in I635,

His intention during these years was to enter the ministry of the
State Church. Although he never entertained a shallow conception of his
vocastion, yet he blsmed himself in later years for the ambitious
selfishness thet had dominated his university activities., But he was
soon roused from complascency. Buckingham's assassination, the present-
stion of the Petition of Right, the death of Sir John Eliot, Hempden's
trial, Bnd Leud's steady promotion in the Church,were emong the stirr%ﬁ
events which proved that s struggle would ensue for the stteinment of
religious freedom and Protestant security. His peth beceme clear after
1637, when Archbishop Leud, ss Chancellor of Oxford, caused a2 new bolg
of University statutes to be drawn up, enjoining ebedience to certain
rites on pain of expulsion, Owen wes among those who refused to sub-
scribe because they considered the rites superstitious,Throughout his
his life he remsined the firm opponent of Laudisnism -:gcclesiastical
Erastisniem end its political Absolutism,its Roman Catholic tendencies

its rituslism,snd its sacramentalism.It is significent that Owen took
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this step in the year which Trevelyan desbribes as '"the first of the
revolutionary epoch" (1)

This was followed by a period of crisis in his spiritual life,.
Deserted by his former friends, with all hopes of preferment extinguish-
ed, and distressed by various religious problems, he became the victin
of melancholia to such an extent that he avoided all human intercourse,
and was even unable to express hbs thoughts intelligibly. Fortunately
for him, however, it was the practice of many Puritan clergymen in those
days to become chaplains in the houses of noblemen - a practice which
enabled them to escape from Laud's jurisdiction and gave them much
influence over the younger members of the household. This path was now
open to Owen for he had received orders from Bishop Bancroft before he
left Oxford. First of all he became chaplain to Sir Robert Dormer of
Ascot and the tutor of his eldest son, and afterwards he obtained a
chaplaincy from Lord Lovelace of Hurly (Berks.). But on the outbreak of
the Civil War he became & parliamentarian - a step that involved
separation from the royalist Lord Lovelace and alienated an uncle in
Wales who had intended to make him his heir.

At this juncture he went to London, and took lodgings in Charter
House Yard. There he obtained relief from his spiritual distress as the
result of hearing a sermon delivered by an unknown preacher at
Aldermanbury Church. This was soon followed by the publication of his
first volume, "A Dieplay of Arminianism,etc," ("Works" X.,1-137), which
contributed a great deal towards establishing his future reputation
because it dealt with some of the wvital issues #f the day - the
controversies between the Calvinists and the Arminians. As Trevelyan
has indicated:

"Vuuch that every Englishman could appreciate was for the time
involved in the fate of the rival dogmas. The victory of Free

Will would establish a coercive and despotic government, a
sacramental and priestly religion; while Predestination implied
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Yprivilege of Perliament, liberty of person, Protestant
ascendancy, and the agreeable doctrine of exclusive salvation,!

The Committee of Religion, to whom the book was dedicated, decideézéo
publish it, and its appearance procured for the author a presentation
to the living of the secluded village of Fordham (Essex) by the
Committee for Purging the Church of Scandalous Ministers.

His life at Fordham was both happy and successful. He soon gained
a reputation as a preacher and his pastoral diligence was exemplary.
Here he finally abrogated Episcopacy and provisionally accepted
Presbyterianism, His views on Church Government were expressed in his
"Duty of Pastors and People Distinguished" (1643), but these were
subsequently declared by him to be immature because "aversion towards
Episcppacy and ceremonies" was the only clear principle that animated
his conduct in.those days,as he had not then mastered the issues at
stake in the controversy between the Independents and the Presbyter-
ians(3). He also published a small work entitled, "The Principles of
the Doctrine of Christ, unfolded in Two Short Catechisms, etc," (1645)
to aid him in catechising the people from house to house,

Nevertheless, in spite of all these efforts, Owen was disposs-
essed of the living when it was reported that the sequestered

incumbent of Fordham was dead, for the patron then exercised his right

to present the living to another. This marked the end of his comnnection

with Presbyterianism.

The people of Coggeshall, together with their patron, the EBarl of

Warwick, immediately invited him to become their minister., He accepted
the offer and decided to mould the Church there along Congregational
lines. His increasing resentment towards Presbyterianismzx seems to kx
have been chiefly due to the growing intolerance of that body. Gardiner
has cryptically remarked: "As the intolerance of Laud maézyiim al

Puritan, the intolerance of Presbyterianism made him an Independ?2§.“
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This transition occurred somewhere between 1644 and 1646. Independency
and the Sectaries were evidently in the ascendant during those years.
Jordan has clearly shown how rapié?they were making progress in the
Army, in Parliament, and throughout the land, how they had popular
clergy in London and influential leaders in the Assembly, and how they
were acquiring political and economic power. By advocating a tolerant
ecclesiastical settlement they claimed the support of all those who
feared the rising tyranny and bigotry of Presbyterianism.(5).However
tfue this was, yet it should be borne in mind that Owen himself claim-
ed that his conversion to Congregationalism was not due to personal
contact with those who held such views, nor was it induced by the hope
of enjoying earthly advantagesj; rather does he attribute it to the
diligent study of books published on this subject. Hevcarefully
compared these with Scriptume and with one another, and took the final
step after examining and confuting Cotton's "Of the Keys" (6).0nce he
adopted Congregationalism he never wavered from it.

Whatever his personal motive his action undoubtedly attracted the
attention of some of the greatest and most powerful leaders of the time,
As a result he was summoned to preach before Parliament at the close
of the first civil war (April,1l646). In accordance with the true
spirit of Independency he appended to the published sermon a small
tract stressing the necessity and importance of toleration ("Works",
viii, 43-69). He also began at this time to make for himself = name
as an author and a theologian.

Shortly afterwards he made the ac&%intance of Lord Fairfax,
described by Trevelkjan as a man who "combined the reputation which he
had won in the North as a dashing soldier with that of a politician
who had committed himself to neither section."(7). They met during the

siege of Colchester, which lasted for seventy-six days, during which
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Fairfax made Coggeshall his headquarters. The acqeaintance rapidly
developed into a lasting friendship. Owen preached before the Army
at Colchester at a thanksgiving service for the surrender of the
town, and later delivered a sermon before the Parliamenteyy committee
at Rumford., For his @ services during the siege he received an
annual grant of ohe hundred pounds.(8).

His friendship with influential personasges like Warwick (his
patron) and Fairfax, his sympathy with Congregationalism, and the
reputation he had already gained as a theologian, were among the
facﬁors g which caused him to be chosen to preach before Parliament
on the day after the decapitetion of Charles I (Jan, 30th. 1649). In
spite of its suggestive title ("Righteous Zeal encouraged by Divine
Protection") the sermon was quite non-commital; yet Owen probablu
believed that the king's untrustworthy character, and his open deeds
of violence upon the liberties of his subjects, had made his
beheadal a grievous necessity. Troeltsch speaks of -

"the famous Calvinistic tlheory of the 'right of resistance' and of
reform which belongs to the magistrats inferieurs, who, if the
supreme authority feils in its duty, hold a Divine Commission,
which entitles them to intervene for the good of Society and the
truth of religion."(9).

This view, which had been so uncompromisingly presented by Beza, was
accepted by Cromwell and upheld by Owen, whose Calvinism snd
Predestinarianism led him to believe that what had happened was
senctioned by Providence. We arrive st this conclusion after reading
his works, but the sermon itself does not give ¥x us much guidance.
Nevertheless, his participation on this occasioh caused him to be
severely criticised in later years by Vernon and Wood, and the
sermon was condemned by the University of Oxford in July, 1683, His

concern was not with the past so much as with the future. After

telling his hearers that they were themselves respomeible for many

of the current evils, he sppealed for reform.
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B. |
A turning-point in Owen's 1life occurred in April, 1649, when

he was first introduced to Oliver Cromwell. The latier had admired
a sermon preached by him before Parliement; two deys later they
met by accident at the house of General Feirfax, and after some
hesitation he agreed to accept Cromwell's suggestion, that he
should accompany him to Ireland on his proposed #xpedition, and
help to regulate the affairs of Trinity College. Parlismeni
ordered that the sum of one hundred pounds should be paid to his
wife and children during his sbsence.(1®d)., During his stagy in
Irelend he was "appointed one of the trustees to administer the
property of the»Archbishop of Dublin and the Dean and Chapter of
Dublin" for the benefit of the College (March 1649-1650)(1l).
He was also constantly engaged in preaching, being much impressed
by the thirst for the Gospel displegyed by the Irish. His concern
for their spiritual welfare caused him upon his return to
England to suggest that the religious condition of the country
should be immediately investigated. His representations were
gseconded by Cromwell, and an Act was passed to encourage religion
and learning in the Gountry. (12)

He then succeeded Thomas Goodwin for a short time as one
of two regular preachers to the Council of the Commonwealth. In
Mgy, 1650, however, Cromwell returned to London, and immediately
decided to depart for Scotland, deeiing that Owen and Caryll
should accompany him, To this Parliament gave its consent, and
Owen joined Cromwell at Berwick., He preached there and at
Edinburgh after the victory of Dunbar.

Hie work as an army cheplain was finished by the beginning

of the following year, and for a brief period he returned to

Coggeshall. He had proved himself "a Pietist who was above
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gll sectional interests and respected by all"(1l3). Soon he was to be
called to fulfil such important duties as would demand the rigid
applicastion of all his energy and talents.

c.

Parliament devoted its attention at this time to reforming the
University of Oxford, and demanded the withdrawal of those in author-
ity who had refused to take the Engagement, which required them to be
"true and faithful to the Government established, without king or
peers"”, Owen and Thomas Goodwin were among several Independent divines
then promoted to University posts previously occupied by Presbyterians,
Although Owen's appointment as dean of Christ Church seems to have met
with general approval st Oxford(Hmrbh,1651), he himself doubted his
own ability to perform those duties on account of his age, the active
life he had recently led, the popular mode of speaking to which he
had grown accustomed, end his comparative neglect of scholastic pur-
suits. He had hoped to enjoy some leisure for study so that "the
deficiency of genius and penetration might be made up by industry end
diligence," (14). In September of the following year Cromwell, as
chancellor of the University, conferred upon him the vice-chancellorshiﬁ
and deposed Dr. Greenmwood on account of his disaffection to the
government, He also delegated sll matters which required his assent
as chancellor to the consideration of Owen and other Heads of Houses,
The University also conferred upon Owen (Oct,,1653) the degree of(IS).
Doctor of Divinity in absentia - a distinction not coveted by him,
but accepted out of respect for the University(16).

When he became vice-chancellor the University was in a
particularly ruinous condition, While it flourished at the beginning
of the century, when it possessed an excellent library and printing-

press, when new colleges and professorships were founded, snd when it
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received large gifts to encourage scholarship and learning, the out-
standing part it had played in the Civil War had wrought a great
change throughout the whole establishment., Officers and soldiers had
occupied the colleges and halls, and the rest were let out tc towns-
men; the bursaries were emptied of the public money and the plate
melted down for the king's service; the colleges were involved in
debts they could not hppe to discharge. The deplorable state of the
finances weighed heavily upon those who tried to steer it through
these difficult times, and so exhausted were the private means of
students that Walker says "they appeared in the streets like walking
ghosts, "(17).

There obviously still remained many forces which preserved the
atmosphere of tumult and prevented solid advancement, Most of the
chairs were occupied by men whd were either secretly attached to the
Monarchy and the Anglican Churchbr had embraced Presbyterianism.

Owen also compleined of the manifold distractions of the age, the
general contempt of law, the poverty of the University, and the
audacious licentiousness in which "too many of the students indulge".
He was deeply griwed by the views of those, who, antagonised by %%g).
royalist sympathies of Oxford, illogically proclaimed that &ll
educational establishments were useless and that the Unimersities
ghould be suppressed. The University visitors (nominated by Parliament
were also concerned about the political disaffection that prevailed
there. (19),

Owen's task was to create order out of chasos - to make the
University once more the seat of scHolarship and learning. In striv-
ing to achieve this end, he and his Puritan colleagues met with so
much success that even Clarendon paid a tribute to "Ehe harvest of

extraordinary good and sound knowledgg in all parts of learning" that

was produced during this period (203, The scholars were even comp-



(9)
elled to speak either Greek or Latin within the colleges and halls in

order to encourage the exchange of ideas with foreigners. Nevertheless

Owen and his colleagues, some of whom were frankly illiterate, were
content with maintaining the traditional academical standards: they
made no substantial contributions to the development of educational
and pedagogic methods nor did they attempt to modify the generally-
accepted principles of human knowledge (21). New methods, however,
were employed to regulate the moral life of the students, and to
preserve a religious atmosphere. Discipline was much improved, and
each student was required to devote nearly the whole of Sunday to
occupations deemed suitable for the Lord's Day, to attend one week-
day sermon, and to zkkemr® take part in as much evening worship and
catechising as his tutor required (22).

In dezling with the various paties and different interests
represented at Oxford, Owen manifested considerable prudence. With
the exception of certain Quakers, he exercised a spirit of sympath-
etic tolerance towards men of every creed, whether Presbyterians,
Independents, or Anglicans. The Episcopalians were even allowed to
use their owm liturgy. He took a personad interest in the students,
being generous and hospitable towards poor scholars, rewarding
modesty and virtee, and being meticulously careful in the administ-
ration of justice.(23).

But he had many enemies who magnified every trifle that might
be used to undermine his authority. It was maliciously rumoured, for
instance, that he had no respect for the Lord's Prayer(24)., Most of
these charges were uttered after the Puritans were overthrown and
were obviously invented by sworn enemies. Vernon affirmed that he x
regarded those who defended the habits and formalities of the
University as having the "mark of Antichrist" (25), while Wood's

malicious caricature of the Vice-chancellor is at least amusing:-
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D,

While he was at Oxford he continued to be intereeted in political
end ecclesisstical questions. He preached many times before Parliament,
where he stressed the duty of magistrates to protect and propagate
the Christian faith and warned his hearess against the dangers of
selfish aggrandisement,(29), These exhortations were timely because, -

"since the war began, the House of Commons, like all assemblies bf

‘simple-minded countrymen to whom the disposal of great wealth and

power is suddenly committed, had grown to exceed in worldly wisdom®
By the year 1659 he could see clearly the signs of disruption: —(39)’.
"We have peace now", he exclaims, "outward peace ... We mgy be quickly
shaken again ..." (31).

He was chosen to represent Oxford University in the Parlisament

summoned by Cromwell in 1654, but his nomination was questioned by
the Committee of Privileges on the basis of sn Act which disabled
"all perscn in holy orders to exercise any temporal Jurisdiction
end authority." (32). Neverthelese he was closely associated with the
activities of Parliament, in issuing complaints regerding the
publication of the "Racovian Catechism" and the spread of Socinianisam,
in advocating the formation of an Bstablished Church supervised by
Triers and Ejectors, and in being the chief adviser of a committee
nominated by Parliament to draw out a list of "“Christian fundamentals!
An ineffectual attempt to put a part of his ecclesiastical scheme
in operation was made as early as 1653, when Goodwin, Caryl, Lockyer,
himself, and others, were nominated by Parliament to be sent, three
in a circuit, as commissioners to eject and settle ministers

according to preecribed rules.(33). Jordan affirms that -

"this propesal for the administration and discipline of the
contemplated Establishment evidently stems from Owen's earlier
suggestions, and may be said fairly to represent the conservative
Independent ecclesiastical opinion of the period, supported by
that portion of Presbyterisniem which was not wholly intransiggnt?

34
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The scheme fell through st the time because of sectarian opposition
to the creation of a State Church, which was supposed to savour too
strongly of the 0ld regime; but in March, 1654, Cromwell resolved to
form a commission for the purpose of maintaining a high morel
stendard among ministers of religion - a scheme thatl was considerably
more tolerant than Owen's (upon which it was founded) because it was
concerned not with doctrine or church govermment but with the
character of the clergy.(35).
This commiBsion, of which Owen was a member, did much good work
in spite of a great deal of hostile ctiticism, The Arminian
Independent John Goodwin and others disliked the arbitrary Calviniem
of the Triers, while others pronounced the scheme unpractical because
it was centralised at Whitehall snd involved seeking after the
internal evidence of regeneration, which depended solely upon the
integrity of the respondent,(36). Byt its value may best be gauged
by coneldering the grudging praise bestowed upon it by critical
opponents such as Baxter and Walker.(37). Trevelyan says:
"They exercised their power so honestly and tolerantly that the
inquieition won the applause of all parties, and kept up the
education and usefulness of the endowed clergy tc a level which
Egﬁgﬁ.%gs?? reason to think inferior to the level reached under
There is reason to Believe that Owen was an influentiasl member of
both the board of Triers and the commisgion of Ejectors. |

He was also deeply concerned with the educetional system of those
dsys. He was appointed in 1654 as one of the Visitors to regulate
and to further learning in the University of Oxford - duties which
mainly consisted in examining what statutes ought to be abrogated,
altered, or added; their report was to be presented to Cromwell

and Parlisment. In addition, they were told to explain ambiguous

or obscure statutes and to determine appeals. Similar duties

were assigned to them ih connection with Westmingter School
-9
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Soon afterwards Owen wWés dismissed from the vice~chancellorship
and from the deanery of Christ Church.

After Cromwell's death, and his stern hend had been
removed, the forces of disruption found free scope for expression
under the weaker rule of his son, Within Psrliement itself there
was a fundamental cleavage, for the Lower House would not recognise
the Upper, while the Army xkxeXf was divided into the Wallingford
House [(so called from the usual place of meeting) and the Presbyt-
erian, factions - the former desiring e Commonweaslth, and the latter
favouring'a Protectoraste, The desire of the Army leaders,or the
Wallingford House Party, was to separate the office of the
Commander-in che€f of the Army from the Headship of the State, and
to make the Protector a tool in their own hands(44). It was prob-
ably on account of Richard's weakness that Owen gave this party
his support and attended meetings to consider ways and means to
depose the Protector and to set up a republic,

But it is difficult to estimate the precise part played
by him in the events that ensued. Manton, who stood etitside the
door while Owen offered a prayer at one of these meetings, came to
the conclusion that the words - "He must down, and he shall down' -
which formed part of the prayer, referred to Richard Cromwell; but
Manton may have been mistaken, Little velue can also be attached to
Vernon's statement - that he "became the instument of ruin té that
ephemeron Protector Richard Cromwell" -~ in view of Owen's retort,
that he had no more to do with those proceedings than Vernon himself.
He probably did Iittle more than advise those who were iﬁéresteé4g;
Richard's deposition. \

The full stecry of the comﬁlex intreggues that followed lies

outside the scope of this work. Richard formed a general Council of

Officers at the request of the Wellingford House Party, Parliament
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and the Army were at loggerheads, and the Wallingford House Party,
without the Protector's permission, invited the Long Parfiament to
resume the govermment, Owen was actively associated with some of
these negotiations. When the criticism was voiced that the member-
ship of the Long Parliament was too depleted for that body to resume
control, he asked Ludlow to obgain a list of their names, and it was
discovered that one hundred and sixty members were still available.
This list was taken by Owen to Wallingford House, where a committee
was appointed to negotiate with some of the members of the Long
Parliament, but, unfortunately, as Davies has remarked, '"no detailegd
account of these conferences has survived."(46). The Long Parliament
met soon afterwards, and immediately resolved in feavour of a
Commonwealth "without a single person or house of peers."

The affairs of the countrg, however,wmere still in a very
unsettled condition, Some clamoured for the establishment of
Presbyterian uniformity, others for the restoration of the monarchy.
Several of the gentry invited General Monk, who was then in Scotland,
to march with his army into England and set up a free Parliament,
promising that if he would do so, they would give him all assistance,
By this time the Long Pasrliament had once more been dismissed by the
officers of the Army, and there'was anxious speculation agto whether
Monk would comply with these invitations. Owen thought he could
approach him because he was considered to be an Independent, and so
he sent him a letter, written in the name of the Independent Churches
and despatched by Caryl, Barker, and others, petitioning him to
confine his attention to Scottish affairs lest the nation should once
more be plunged into war.(47). The Independents were evidently
uneasy because it was rumoured that the General had recently favoured

Parliement against the Army, and he might, at this juncture, favour

the Presbyterians against the Independents.
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Monk's reply, addressed to Owen, Greenhill, and Hook, only
excited fresh doubts and fears among the Independents, who felt that
the wily General had evaded the issue by taking refuge in vagie
generalisations(48). Their worst anticipetions were realised when
Monk, after his arrival in London, refused to negotiate with them,
They, in turn, intrigued against him. Led by Owen end Nye they made a
private treaty with the officers at Wallingford House, and offered to
raise one hundred thousand pounds for the Army if their religious
interests would be protected, The fruitlessness of these efforts was
mainly due to internal dissensions within the Army, so that Monk
easily managed to dislodge the 0ld regiments from the city. After
Fleetwood's retirement, the soldiers were left without & leader, and
the power of the Army and of the Independents speedily came to an end,
The Presbyterians then became predominant in Church and State. They
vigilantly checked Independent snd Rrsskykerizm Republican advance-
ments while they made secret negotiations with the Episcopalians. It
was obvious that events were speedily moving towards the restoration
of the Monarchy(49).

Owen then disappeared from the political arena. He was
discharged from the deanery of Christ Church on the thirteenth of
March,1660, and Reynolds was restored(50). He then retired to Stadham,
the village of his birth.

E.

The post-Restoration period of Owen's life was spent in semi-
retirement, punctuated by frequent preaching and lecturing, some
amount of pastoral work, and the publication of numerous tracts,
treatises, and elaborate theological volumes. During these years he
became the recognised leader of the Congregationalists, the orthodox

conservative core of Independency. For this reason it would be well
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to indivate briefly his connection with the Savoy Conference(L658),
which produced the Confession of Faith (generally called "the Savoy
Declaration") of the Congregational Churches.

This Confession indicated the revolt of orthodox Congreg-
ationalism against extreme sectarianism and radicalism, with which
it had been compelled for many years to join forces against the
threat of Presbyterian bigotry and intolerance., Men like Owen
were mainly concerned with removing the basis fir the taunt levell-
ed usually against them - that they were dangerous extremists - by
proving the orthodoxy of their beliefs and their stirict adherence
to Scripturex in the formation of their ecclesiastical system,
Cromwell did not favour the project at the start, mainly because
hethought that it would create a greater rift between the Independ-
ents and the Presbyterians. The request of the Churches, however,
was finally granted. Curtis gives the following concise description
of tre nature and work of the Caference:-

"Representatives were sent by 120 Congregational Churches in
and near London, in response to a circular addressed to them
by the Clerk of the Council of State, to a Conference in the
Savoy Palace in London., The Conference dibd not meet till
nearly four weeks after the great Protector's death. It
elected to prepare a new Confession, and authorized a
committee of six - Drs, Goodwin, Owen, Nye, Bridge , Caryl,
and Greenhill (all save Owen members of the Westminster
Assembly) - to prepare the draft, It consists of a very
lengthy 'Preface' descriptive of the work, deprecating coer-
cion in the use of Confessions, which thereby became 'Impos-
itions'and 'Exactions' of Faith, and urging toleration in
matters non-essential among churches that held the necessary
foundations of faith and holiness; a 'Declarationof Faith',
consisting of the doctrinal matter of the Westminster
Confession slightly modified, and a System of Polity, or
'Tnstitution of Churches'."(51).

By means of this Confession the Congregationalists hoped to streng-
then their doctrinal stability, and to secure more inter-communion

among themselves., "The Synod", writes Powicke,'"was an attempt(not
wholly successful) to achieve consistency. In doing so
moderate Independency may be salid to have worked out for the
first time its own implications...; and developed a corporate

self-consciousness; and so became able to see Just where it
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"stood., This was well; and was bound to come sooner or laterl

Owen himself was responsible for the Preface, and much of t£22>
work done by the Conference has been attributed td him, While Neal
states that it was the authority of Owen, Nye, and the older divines,
which brought about the unanimity preveiling in the Synod, Baxter,
ascribing it to Owen and Goodwin, makes the following characteristic
remark: "So much could two Men do with many honest tractable young

Men, who had more Zeal for separating Strictness than

Judgment to understand the Word of God, or the Interest of

the Churches of the Land and of themselves,"(53)

Baxter mistrusted the democratic principle of Independency because
he believed that it encouraged separatism; and in his view this
Synod indicated that the 'Moderates'(Baxter's description of the
Congregationalists who wished to depend on the magistrate rather
than upon popular vote) had succumbed to the extremists (those who
supported ecclesiastical government by popular vote). He failed to
see that Congregationalism et this time was working out its own
basic principle; for Congregationalists who have no faith in popular
votes are fundamentzlly inconsistent with themselves,(54).

During the years he had spent st Oxford Owen had been
collecting a small congregation at Stadham, and immediately after
the Restoraion of 1660 he went to minister to thelir spititual needs.
It is interesting to note that his brother-in-law was a curate there
until his suspension in 1662.(55).But this must have been for him g
time of profound disappointment, "Puritanism was riding out the

storm, and to Owen's eye it looked as if the secular reaction

was sweeping away before it every anchorage of morals and
religion which the Puritans held dear.! (s%a)
The elusive phreseology of the '"Declaration of Breda" - based
originally on Monk's tolerant suggestions, but subsequently so
modified by Hyde that any departure from the promises made could

be attributzd to Parliament - might well have fore-warned the

Di sserfers that all would not be well with them, Anglicanism was
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still a vital force, and its adherents had remrned with sharpened
prejudices, while their opponents were not sunported by national
sentiment of the kind that had once energised the Long Parlisment.
As long as they held the reins of office, the Puritans hzd excluded
all but themselves frmm any participation in the government. Now
they, in turn, were confronted with an equally rigid Anglican exclus-
iveness, which deemed it axiomatic that no Puritan should have any
voice in the control of the legislature.(56). The sectaries were
forbidden tc meet in large numbers, and their position was 80
precarious that the London Congregational Churches found it expedient
to publish a pamphlet to show that they had no connection with
Venner's rising (57).

When everything is teken into consideration, it must be grant-
ed that,on the whole, Owen was fortunste: he was not excepted from
the benefits of the Act of Oblivion, and even Hyde (afterwzrds Lord
Clarendon) showed him great kindness and respect, and advised him
not to hold conventicles but to interest himself in writing against
the Roman Catholice. He never complied with the former request, but
h#s onslsught upon Romen Catholicism met with a considerable degree
of success, so thet Clerencon remerked that he "deserved the best of
any English Protestent of late years" and offered him preferment in
the Establiched Church if he would conform. This offer was nzturally
refused: but Owen took advantezge of the situestion to sue for tolerat-
ion for his persecuted brethren,(58).

Persecutior wss becoming more bitter during these years,and
severel Acts placed heavy burdens upon the choulders of Nonconform-
ists: The Act of Uniformity(1662), The Conventicle Act(1664), and
The Five Mile Act(1665).(59) Owen's movemente during these yesrs are

not easy to trace. Calemy mentiors him among ministers resident in
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London in 1662, but he also had close connections with Stadham in

the same year, for there is evidence that he psid tex there for

nine hearths in September(60)., Definite informetiom is slso svail-

able concerning his resicdence duringe the following vear, as fhe

following quotation shows:"Reported, 1663, living in London ‘'in ye

Fields on ye left hend neer Moregate where ye fuarters hang, &

meets often with(T.)Goodwine'",.(61l). Hegtontinued to preach to

small sepret assemblies, and whenever the persecution abated, he

was even publicly engared in thet work. In doing so he must have

uncdergone many risks. The Clarendon Code continued to be enforced,

with 2 few brief intervals, until the Revolution of 1689, and so

suggested ways and means for magistrates and informers to further

their personal interests at the expense of the dissenters who were

now et their mercy. "In each county", says Trevelysan, "a few
megistrates, who were filled with the hitterest rancour
ageinst their late oppressors, made revenge the chief cduty of
their office. Under theit patronezge there was room for an
increase in the numbers, enterprise and rrofessional spirit of
the_ tribe of paid informers, who, when the party strife stirred
up by this persecution took’ new unhappy forms, only needed the

example of Ostes to rise from audacity to genius of concepticn!

| (62)
fhen Owen once meid & visit to Oxford ke only had o narrow escape

)

from them. In Februery,l664-1065, he wes indicted, but not immris-
oned, for holding "unlewnful assemblies dor religious worship". Even
during the last yesrs of his life the informers would not give him
rest, for one of them reported in June,l678, thst he and Danson had
held a conventicle in Leadenhall Street, near the Plough, and in
April,1683, shortly before his death, he was presented at Guildhall
Sessions upon a similar charge, On one occasion he was rescued
from informers by Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey. Another attempt to
involve him in the Rye-house pleot slso proved fruitless,(63),

The outlook forhim, therefore, was most unplessant. Not

only was he himself subjected to personal inconvenienced§, it must
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He conributed four sermons to these "Morning Exercises" (69). Such
facts show at least that he used the epportunities afforded him
during these difficult years to preach the Gospel and to strengthen
the Churches, even though the leisure he enjoyed from persecution
was only precarious and temporary because it had no adequate legal
foundation. |
On more then one occasion he came into close contact with
Richard Baxter, who sometimes opposed him in theological controversy,
and who seems invariably to have criticised his activities in
councils and conferences. Baxter used to send his young men 1o
Cembridge rather than Oxford before the Restoration, =~
"partly, no doubt, because under the Commonwealth, Oxford, to & .
large extent, was controlled by Independents like Dr., John Owen
and Dr. Thomas Goodwin, with whom he had but imperfect sympathy."
Persecution, ﬁbwever, brought them closer together, After Owe£7g;&
published his "Brief Instruction in the Worship of God", popularly
known as "The Independents' Catechism" (1667), - a workk which
dealt with the constitution, ordinances, office-besrers, end membeds
of a Christian Church, - Baxter even entertained the hope of forming
a union between Congregationslism end Presbyterianism. But nothing
ceme of these negotiations sfter fifteen months' consideration.(71).
His intimate connections with the Bourt proved valuable to
the Indepemdents during the period when the policy of the govermnment
vacillated between alternate leniency end severity; his adversaries
often denounced him bitterly for using his knowledge to further the
interests of his brethren.(72). It is particularly interesting to
note that among the members of his London Church were several
distinguished personages, such as the Earls of Orrerey and Anglesey,
Lords Willoughby, Wharton, and Berkeley, and Sir John Trevor. His

“Advice to the Citizens of London"(probably composed in 1673, the
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year of the Test Act), a strong protest against the persecution,
shows that his own more fortunate circumstances did not prevent his
sympathising with his suffering brethren.(f3). His connections with
the nobility brought him into contact with the king and the duke of
York. Charles II expressed strong belief in toleration, and told him
that he considered the Dissenters to have been unjustly treated. He
also gave him a thousand guineas for distribution among the chief
sufferers during the recent persecutions. When these facts became
known, the Nonconformists were accused of having been pensioned to
serve Roman Castholic interests! - an accusation wvehemently denied by
Owen, who s8aid that no person in authority had ever spoken to him
about the propriety of granting toleration to Papists.(74).

Owen was John Bunyan's friend and confidant. Every year or
oftener Bunyan used to come up to London, and frequently was his gue%
"He preached for Owen in his Church at Moorfield's, and for Rev,
George Cokayn at Red Cross Street, and for others to whom Owen
gladly introduced him, He even lectured at Pinner's Hall where

Owen regularly took his turn with Baxter."
Powicke conjectures that on account of doctrinel differences he may
have influenced Bunyan and persuaded him to have nothing to do witih
Baxter.(79). When Bunyan was serving a second term of imprisonment at
Bedford in 1676, a petitioner asked Owen for a letter of introduction
to Bishop Barlow, Owen's old tutor at Oxford, to obtain his release.
Barlow desired to gratify him, but fearing the consequences he
adviged his supplicants to appeal to the Lord Cancellor, and this
expensive procedure was finally adopted. For Bunyan Owen had a
profound admiration. When Charles II once asked him "how a codtly
man such as he could sit and listen to an illiterate tinker", he
promptly replied: "Had I the tinker's abilities, please your Msjesty,
I would most gladly relinquish my leearning."(76).

The few available facts about his domestic 1ife
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indicate that it was full of affliction. He married his first wife
during the period of his Fordham ministry, and by her he had eleven
children, alybf whom died young with the exception of one daughter,
From a financial standpoint he seems to have been rairly prosperous,
He received a legacy of five hundred pounds upon thex death of his
cousin, Martyn Owen, and before that he possessed some landed prop-
erty. He was elso supported by the proceeds of his numerous writings
His wife died in Janusry, 1676, and six years later he lost his only
surviving daughter. After remaining a widower for aboul a year and a
& half, he married Mrs, Dorothy D'Qyley, widow of Thomas D'Oyley Ksq.,
of Chiselhampton, near Stadham, who brought him & considerable
fortune, so that henceforward he could afford to kkeep his carriage
and country house at Ealing. Here he spent most of his later years.
He found it necessary then to employ an assistant to help him in
his public duties and to act as his amanuensis. The last of these,
David Clarkdon, eventually became his successor at Leadenhall Street
For several years before his death he was afflicteé7g;.the

stone, and asthma frequently hindered him from spesking much in
public, He went to live for a while at Kensington, butl he soon
returned to Ealing, where he had some property and a house of his
own. Theré he died on the 24th, of August, 1683, and he was buried
in Bunhill-Fields, wherex his grave may still be seeln., Atthe—~time,
His last trestise, "Meditations and Discourses on the Glory of
Christ", was in the press at the time; and as we read it, we are
reminded of words which he uttered on his death-bed:

"The long looked-for dap is come at last, in which I shall

see that glory in another manner than I heve done yet, or
was capable of doing in this world."(78).
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Chapter 2, » The Authority of the Scriptures.

A.

In a document professing to set forth the !'fundamentals' of
Christianity, the Scriptures are declared to be "that rule of
knowing God and living unto Him, which whoso does not believe
cennol be saved." (1l). Since Owen himself was mainly responsible
for thbs composition, the above sentence provides clear evidence of
his high regard fob the Bible as a primery means of salvation. Like
the.Puritans generally he believed that it was the sole ultimate
authority on faith and conduct - "an absolute law of truth" for
Christians in sll generations. (2). Belief in the Scriptures,
according to him, was the hall-mark of orthodoxy, and those who
rejected their teaching should not be allowed to propagate their
opinions.(3). No Calvinist was ever more loyal to the Bible than
hk was (4), and none insisted with greater thoroughness on the need
for absolute conformity to its declarations on Church Goverrment
and Worship as well as on Doctrine. (5). But it should be understood
that he believed the Scriptures could not be rightly apprehended
unless they were interpreted in the light of what was taught by the
primitive Church, the first four General Councils, and the
fundamentel tenets of Calvinism, (6).

He then explains that Scripture derives its absolute
authority from the fact that God is its Author. There is no need,
however, to 'prove'! its divine origin, for this is self-evident to
Christien believers, who recognise it as easily as the holy writers
themselves perceived the transcendent nature of the Revelation
which they received and recorded. Faith, in other words, knows that
the Bible contains within itself the guarsntee of its Divinity.

"God spesking in the penmen of the Scripture, His voice to them
was accompanied with its own evidence, which gave assurance
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unto them; ang God speaking by them or their writings unto us,
His Word is accompanied with ite own evidence, and gives
assursnce unto us." (7).
Since its divine authorship was thus intuitively perceived bp
believers, there was no need to confirm it by human testimonies; all
arguments from tradition or even from miracles were really
superfluous. (8). Unbelievers, naturally were unable to recognise
the divine Word just as those who have abused their eyes cammot
see light. Human defects cast no reproach on divine Truth: the fact
thet some do not believe the Scriptures to be divine makes no
dbfference to the fact itself.(9). Moreover, Owen held that the
believer's intuition was corroborated by several facts, such as:
the marvellous influence which the Bible exercises over men, causing
him to renounce all that is dear to him when he undertakes responsib
ilities for Christ's sake; its internal harmony, which proves that
it has emerged as a totality from one divine Authorj; snd the manner
in which it satisfies human religious needs by imparting to men all
the information they need concerning the nature of true worship, the
method of reconciliation, and the character of true blessedness.,
Only a divine Book could possess<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>