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Tool-using Crows

NewsScientist “Crows might meet up for big
. dinners to exchange cutlery tips”
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Hail Caledonia!

To mark 5t Andrew’s Day 2015 the Open Access Support team is pleased to
publish a guest post by Janet Aucock, Head of Metadata and Content
Acquisition.

5t Andrew's Day is a good day to reflect on Scottish influences on the world.

Perhaps it's also a good day to consider alternative Caledonias and one in
particular on the other side of the globe.
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Abstract

Large-scale digitization appears to put literary collections at one’s fingertips, but, as some
critical observers warn, the books themselves are increasingly out of reach as libraries
continue to shift from being “physical repositories and research spaces” to becoming
“access portals” to digitized materials (Stauffer, 2012). The digital surrogates of print
books preserve verbal content but not their many meaningful physical features, which are
largely obscured in digitization processes. As many critics recognize, with the passing of
the age of print we have become increasingly aware of ‘the assumptions,
presuppositions, and practices associated with it” (Hayles, 2012), and by confrast we
glimpse the devaluation of materiality that appears to haunt digital culture (Hayles. 1999).
What are the best ways to treat print-based collections digitally? How can we hamess the
potential of digital media to better represent and analyze cultural collections, accentuating
their unique aesthetic and material qualities while also allowing for diverse perspectives
and rich linking supported by computer-assisted content analyses? In this paper we
synthesize perspectives from book history, reception studies. literary studies, information
visualization, human computer interaction (HCI) and digital arts to discuss practical
approaches to these questions. Working with the Bob Gibson anthologies of speculative
fiction—a unique collection of periodical-based science fiction selectively assembled,
annotated, and bound into 888 handcrafted booklets by an avid science fiction fan,
collector and artist—we explore possibilities for digital synesthesia and multi-modzal
interaction in sketching how digital representations of print collections can go far beyond
typical digital library interfaces. By embracing a synergy between content-related
metadata and physical artifactual characteristics (e.g. size, weight, paper texture,
typography), we seek to engage multiple sensory modalities and provoke critical and
aesthetic engagement with digitized print collections.

http://stuffofsciencefiction.ca
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Public Engagement

11 JULY 2013

BBC request St Andrews thesis

Every student to pass through 5t Andrews leaves a legacy in one form or
another, and for our postgraduates this often takes the shape of a thesis. The
university requires students to submit a copy of their thesis to the library in
order to graduate, but who is it that might end up reading your precious
creation, years or even decades after you have gone?
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“One week later we presented the
BBC with four hundred pages of
geographical goodness, saving the
day by assuring there would be

sufficient educational content to
match the moody shots of Neil
Oliver’s locks flapping about in the
wind. Whoever said that library
work isn’t glamorous?”
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