Gliosarcoma of a brain: a challenging diagnosis

ABSTRACT

Gliosarcoma is a rare primary malignant tumour of the central nervous system. A 28-year-old
radiographer without a history of neurological disorder, malignancy or trauma presented with
unprovoked seizures. He was symptom-free for 3 years but developed relapsed. Computed
tomography of the brain was consistent with anaplastic convexity meningioma which was
identical via intraoperative findings. However, the final histology revealed gliosarcoma of the
brain. He recovered well postoperatively without any neurological deficit and had completed
adjuvant chemoradiotherapy. He was asymptomatic during follow up with no tumour
recurrence. Gliosarcoma with predominant sarcomatous component mimicking a meningioma
has prolonged survival as compared to a case with predominant glioblastoma component.
Hence, the discordance between clinical, radiological, intraoperative and histopathological

findings is a challenge in establishing a diagnosis of gliosarcoma.



