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Cofradia and San Simon Cult in a Quiche Maya Community of
Guatemalan Highlands : The Case of Zunil Village
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ABSTRACT

This article describes the organization and management of Cofradia and the San Simdn Cult in Zunil, an
indigenous Mayan community in Guatemala highland, based on the authors’study conducted in 1974-75 and the
short-term survey carried out in February 2020. Cofradia is an organization of Catholic congregation introduced by
Spain after the Spanish conquest. It is known as an example of syncretism. San Simdn, a unique saint statue looked
after by the Cofradia is also an object of the Maya religion. This article focuses on San Simdn and analyses the
characteristics of contemporary Mayan religion and its changes.
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