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FOREWORD

The Aerial Archaeology Research Group (AARG) – under whose banner the papers in this volume were
presented – is an organization that promotes the advancement of aerial archaeology and remote sensing
techniques. AARG has provided a forum for the exchange of ideas and information for all those actively
involved in aerial photography, photo interpretation, field archaeology and landscape history for the last
thirty years. While there has been an emphasis on keeping abreast of the quickly changing field of aerial
archaeology through the exchanges of its members on new research, there has also been the develop-
ment of guidance and advice for policies that have helped to preserve archaeological sites and land-
scapes.
Recent advances in aerial archaeology – promoting the techniques and approaches that employ aerial
photographs, satellite images, and other ‘remote’ techniques such as airborne laser scanning (ALS)/li-
dar/LiDAR – have been an influential force used to re-examine the archaeological sites and landscapes
of many regions, such as those from the Baltic to the Adriatic. The present volume contains a series of se-
lected papers from AARG’s annual conference held in Budapest in 2012, hosted by Eötvös Loránd Uni-
versity, and published by L’Harmattan.
It is a pleasure to introduce this publication with a foreword as all the papers have drawn on the tech-
niques associated with aerial photography, satellite and other imagery to re-shape an understanding of
the long-term human presence that has been affected by, but has also shaped the topography of the Bal-
tic to the Adriatic region. As such, the selected papers from the conference represent innovative re-
search being undertaken in a region at the time of the conference (in 2012). And although these
techniques are being advanced in new directions every day, the present volume’s focus on the region’s
archaeology that has been enhanced by these techniques should allow it to help perpetuate further re-
search that will continue to understand the past. Like many of the papers, the knowledge of the past has
been enhanced by using multiple techniques, presenting side-by-side in the field research such as walk
over surveys or geophysics, alongside aerial archaeology and with remote sensing techniques such as
analysing a satellite’s hyperspectral bands or extracting features from ALS data. The collective impact of
these techniques results in a richer, deeper understanding of how sites and landscapes were connected
to past people’s lives.
I am certain that this volume will remain a standard text for those working in the region. I congratulate
and I am pleased for Zoltán and András whose hard work has put this volume together, and I also com-
mend those contributing to this publication.

Oscar Aldred
University ofNewcastle

Chairman ofAARG





Editorial preface

The creation of an Aerial Archaeological Photo Archive in the Institute ofArchaeological Sciences of the
Eötvös Loránd University was one of the many fruits of the eight years long Hungarian-French aerial
archaeology collaboration begun in 1993, exactly twenty years ago. The research project initiated by
Miklós Szabó and directed by René Goguey led to the discovery of a series of remarkable sites, which
were presented to the Hungarian and international archaeological community. The first presentation
was held in 1995 at the Eötvös Loránd University; concurrently with the conference, the French Institute
of Hungary organised an exhibition linked to the conference and published a bilingual colour catalogue
to the exhibition.
When the Eötvös Loránd University was entrusted with organising the AARG conference of 2012, our
goal was not merely to provide a venue for a major international event serving as a forum for the pre-
sentation and discussion of new advances in aerial archaeology and remote sensing seventeen years after
the previous similar conference, but also to learn about the many new research findings from this re-
gion. The past fifteen to twenty years have seen profound political and economic changes in the count-
ries lying between the Baltic and the Adriatic, amongst them in Hungary too, which have provided new
opportunities for archaeological remote sensing after the forced gap of over forty years and have led to a
series of amazing archaeological discoveries and results following the initial delight over the first aerial
archaeological photos.
The presentation of new directions in methodological research is an important part of the activities of
the Department of Archaeometry and Archaeological Methodology of the Institute of Archaeological
Sciences of the Eötvös Loránd University, founded ten years ago in 2003. We therefore turned to the
AARG leadership and proposed that the most important new advances and research findings relevant to
this region presented at the conference be published in a separate volume. To our great delight, this
proposal was favourably received not only by the younger generation of researchers, but also by our
older colleagues such as Zsuzsa Miklós and René Goguey, who had played an active role in reviving ae-
rial archaeological reconnaissance in Hungary during the 1990s. We divided the volume into two major
parts: the studies addressing various issues of traditional and modern research techniques are followed
by studies covering various archaeological periods. It is our hope that the present volume, marking an
important anniversary for us, will offer a meaningful overview of the current state of aerial archaeolo-
gical research and remote sensing in East Central Europe.
The Faculty of Humanities of the Eötvös Loránd University, the Aerial Archaeology Research Group
and, not least, the National Cultural Fund of Hungary played a key role in organising the conference at-
tended by over a hundred researchers from sixteen countries, as well as in the publication of the studies
with a relevance for this region. Thanks are due to the Matrica Museum of Százhalombatta for organis-
ing the excursion for the conference participants. We are greatly indebted to Tamás Dezső, Dean of the
Faculty, Oscar Aldred, Chairman of AARG, and Magdolna Vicze, Director of the Matrica Museum for
their enthusiastic and generous help in all matters pertaining to the conference, and to Szilvia Bartus-
Szöllősi, who tirelessly dealt with the practicalities during the organisation of the event and during the
conference itself.

Zoltán Czajlik – András Bödőcs
Budapest, November 18, 2013
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