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Earth Law & the Rights of Nature
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Introduction to Earth Law Rights of Nature: Successes

Earth law Person v. Property

Often called “ecocentric” law, is an emerging
body of law for protecting, restoring, and
stabilizing the functional interdependency of
Earth's life and life-support systems. It
encompasses:

Whanganui River — New Zealand

Person = has rights under the law
e Humans

¢ Human-made corporations

e Municipal governments

e Ships

e Ecocide Anthony R, Zelle Grant Wibon Rachello Adum Herman F. Greeao Atr at o Riv er - C o I om bia

. - - Earth Law )
Animal Rights e~ | |Property = has no rights | _ _
Rights of Future Generations e All animals. [T]he Atrato River possesses inherent rights to

“protection, conservation, maintenance, and restoration.”

-Constitutional Court of Colombia

The Awa Tupua has the rights, powers, duties, and
liabilities of a legal person.
-Whanganui River Claims Settlement Bill

7 L‘sy‘:’w" ',w?l{}t ‘\"j‘r .

Indigenizing the law e All ecosystems.
Human Environmental Rights  Bali e Rivers, forest, mountains, oceans, etc.
Atmospheric Trust Litigation A ot e Freshwater

MK e N

Guardianship of Nature

Bangladesh

e Lawsuit challenging encroachments on the Turag River.

e Feb. 2019: High Court recognizes legal personhood of
the Turag & all rivers in Bangladesh

e 1 year later: Upheld by highest court. Earth Environ. Sci.

Rights of Nature
Local - Regional Rights of Nature

Rights of Nature Santa Monica residents and ecosystems possess

Corrects flaws with legal system Gives Nature a Voice Tl “sustainability rights.”
gal sy ey, & Lake Erie Bill of Rights.
Wekiva & Econlockhatchee Rivers.

Rivers across Colorado.

Nature has fundamental rights to exist, e Guardianship bodies. &= \
thrive, be free from pollution, etc. e Political representation. Proposed D
Goal: Restore nature to health. e Rights of Nature must be considered in Bold Step Towards the Rights of _ _
Supports human rights, Indigenous rights, decision-making. ature . Federal Rights of Nature in the U.S.?

and others.

“Establish a commission, similar to the President’s Council on
Sustainable Development, to explore incorporating Rights of

STATUS QUO RIGHTS OF RIVERS N 2 Nature principles into U.S. law.”

-Recommendation of the DNC Council on the Environment &

Rivers over-diverted. Rivers have a right to flow. o e Ertulee Climate Crisis

Scope: Protect navigable waters; other Scope: Ensure the health of entire
ecosystems unprotected. watersheds.

Destructive dams encouraged (e.g., Dams discouraged or prohibited.
renewable energy targets). Earth Law & Animal Rights

Rivers = “property” without a voice In Rivers = “persons” that has a seat at ]
the legal system. the table. Ecocide (Earth Law)

e Goal: Define ecocide as a crime at the ICJ.
o e e France proposing to recognize ecocide as a crime.
Colombia Uganda The Utarakhand High Gour e Currently, ecocide is a cost of business.

USA . : : s
A G I b I The Supreme Court of Justice of Colombia The 2019 National Environment Act declared in 2018 that the entire
ODa A community (Tamaqua Borough) in AHad In 2016 that the Solombian (mazor establishes that "Nature has the right to animal kingdom are legal entities

: . was an entity, subject of rights and n : ey with the corresponding rights,
Pennsylvania passes in 2006 a local ¥ SUD) g exist, persist, maintain and regenerate duties and liabilitles of @ ving

: : : ordered that the government take action to Pright: :
M oveme nt et CToe 0 TRCOpIEE e TS of protect it. This decision built on the {5 Vaa' Sycles, stfliaurs, AMchons an person. Earlier decisions of that
natural communities” and ecosystems Columbian Constitutional Court's 2016

its processes in evolution” and that court recognized rights for the R . h t t St b I C I . t E t h L
— a world first, later followed by dozens ruling that the Atrato River had legal ;‘rxzn:: :n{ 2?;}3 :2 a;'c:tlon for any Ganges and Yamuna and the I g O a a e I m a e a r a W

of municipalities TOCOMZN rights of personhood and the right to be protected, 9 ok Gangotri and Yamunotri glaciers.
nature in multiple states. conserved and restored.

Constitutional J— o i .
amendments  Mexbo Ao, - = Bangladesh e Urgenda - Established human right to a healthy

v C r r 4 e e PR ¢ The Supreme Court ruled in .

exico City adopte i >Y" 5 a N _ . 2019 that all rivers have the

Cou rt rights of nature in its _ 4 D BA / O same legal status as humans. CI Im ate'
new 2017 constitution s > & {

decisions aice 13). g\ SR L alers . N e Juliana — No standing; best left to political branches. southern Resident Orca:

ordinances | 3 N .

Declarations | = Rights of Future Gens (E arth Law) o it st

[E]very generation has a responsibility to the next to ™ -
preserve [the] rhythm and harmony [of nature] for the J/\w 75“'&
full enjoyment of a balanced and healthful ecology. '

Produced during the w -Oposa v. Factoran, Supreme Court of the Philippines,
research project ) L\ el 1993 Gnis
2018-02364 funded by L\ | 4 SHOULO THEY HAYESS

the Swedish Research | | it E N vin . B W™
Cou ncil Formas. Rights of nature recognized: ~" b -}::-,\ - A v Mhonory e 'y ._w“; ‘ AR

v [oee 374 xr'e pasme

i : for a natural entity [ > A 1 I R 1 ht V/ ictens we tred 1 peiy e ey ' RECOGNIZING THE
Available at: " i Ll n I m a I g S serrTeg Mot ORCA'S INHERENT

clawsandlaws.org/ i V ireston bun ot casg RIGHTS MEAN?

| AT Py o el e Ve faed
® atalocal level i i o 2 ve b adeng » Wlwied Aoad pdet oy “vnin
i , : -

E JMRee ) # s L e

nature-rights.php

V lovr g Tharv 100 Lve Hads
PRV X feighe e
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| Most animals defined as property under the law. e
cited: Ghapron, G., Bolivia New Caledonia Cecilia possesses basic rights in Argentina = | | V s -
Epstein, Y. & Ecuador The Law 071 of the Rights New Zealand ' P 9 9 - .

The Loyalty Islands

0 ituti f Mother Earth of 2010 and Maori tribes and the Crown R : - |
Lopez-Bao, J.V. (2019). The 2008 Constitution of the ~ Province in New Caledonia
P ’ ( ) Republic of Ecuador recognizes the Framework Law 300 of Government reach agreement (France) adopted in 2016 an Vi CtO ry-

A ng hts revo| ution for rights of nature in Articles 10 Mother Earth and Integral leading to a 2017 law granting ervironmantal cods that

nature. Science T o o e o s v, T aga incluces th possbiiy o Nonhuman Rights Project fighting for nonhuman
rights / animal rights in the US

. with both successes and nature. person is granted property tural entities (Article 110-3).
https://doi.org/10.1126/s failures in enforcing rights of rights in its riverbed. natural entities (Article 110-3)

cience.aav5601 nature.

Rights of Nature Precedent Source: Putzer, Alex;

Lambooy, Tineke;
Jeurissen, Ronald
(2021): “Mapping the
Legal De-Obijectification

Status of Nature. Proposing a
Unclear Taxonomy for Rights of

m Oomer Natwoand Co Earth Law Resources
Introduced

Ongoing

W Emesnd Literature Review: https://www.earthlawcenter.org/lit-review
Timeline: https://www.earthlawcenter.org/timeline

Legal Database: http://www.harmonywithnatureun.org/rightsOfNature/
Poster Companion Website: Env & Sustainability Ed Resoruces
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