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IN THE WEST OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE: 
on a QUEST FOR IDENTITY

Ι





The founding of the Studenica monastery symbolises the 
crowning point of Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja’s rule. 
The monastery’s magnificent katholikon, dedicated to the 
Mother of God Evergetis (the Benefactress), was built as 
the eternal resting-place of the first autocratic ruler of 
the Serbian lands from the family we know today as the 
Nemanjić dynasty.

Unfortunately the construction of Studenica cannot re-
liably be fitted into a precise time-frame. Based on the 
available original documents, scholars date its foundation 
to the epoch of Nemanja's rule that coincided with the 
annexation of Zeta in 1186. It is possible to determine 
the time of completing the works on shaping the archi-
tectural plan of the monastery settlement and the main 
church only on the basis of the reasonable assumption 
that it preceded Nemanja taking monastic vows (March 
25, 1196), his abdication from the throne and his mo-
nastic life in Studenica. If one allows for the possibility 
that some of the construction works were executed dur-
ing Simeon’s subsequent sojourn on Mount Athos, the 
ultimate chronological point of their completion would 
be 1207, when his body was transferred from Hilandar to 
Studenica, or even 1208/1209, when the painting оf the 
church of the Mother of God was finished.1

 * * *

The special meaning and significance of Studenica is al-
ready intimated in a fleeting comparison of its spacious 
monastery complex and the katholikon with costly mar-
ble facades (figs. 135, 153), with the appearance of the ear-
lier endowments of the Grand Župan – the monasteries 

1  On this occasion, we only mention the most recent and hitherto 
largest work devoted to the problem of the time of the monastery’s 
construction: Пириватрић, Хронологија и историјски контекст.

in Toplica, dedicated to the Mother of God (fig. 130) and 
St. Nicholas (fig. 129), erected in brick, and the Church 
of St. George in Ras (fig. 133), built of sandstone blocks.2 
Strikingly, the dedication to the Mother of God the Ben-
efactress (Evergetis) also reveals the ambitions of the kte-
tor. The choice of this attribute of the Mother of God elo-
quently illustrates the intention of transferring to a place 
that was formerly ‘a hunting-ground of beasts’, a first-rate 
model from Constantinople. A monastery outside the 
walls of the Byzantine capital dedicated to the Theotokos 
Evergetis was founded in the year 1049. Its katholikon, 
like the one in Studenica, was dedicated to the feast of 
the Dormition of the Mother of God. The connections 
of the Serbs with it, as a very influential monastic centre 
in its time, were established in Nemanja’s reign, and were 
strengthened by Sava’s ktetorial activities and visits to the 
monastery and its Constantinopolitan metochion, which 
were recorded on several occasions in the sources.3

In a certain sense, the origin of the plan and spatial struc-
ture of the Studenica katholikon is also Constantino-
politan.4 True, this is not a case of directly imitating the 
monuments in the Empire’s capital but rather of respect-
ing the designs established in Nemanja’s earlier endow-
ments. It involves a single-nave church with a dome and 
an altar consisting of three sections, lateral vestibules and 
a narthex separated by a wall from the nave. The single-
nave ground plan, the dome and the trefoil-shaped sanc-
tuary was already to be found in St. Nicholas in Тоplica. 

2  About the said monuments cf. the text by M. Marković on Serbian 
art in the 12th c. in this volume.
3  Христу, Манастир Пресвете Богородице Евергетиде, 61–73; 
Jordan, The monastery of the Theotokos Evergetis, 243–244; Миљко-
вић, Житија светог Саве, 118–124.
4  For the fullest information on the architecture of the Church of the 
Mother of God v. Čanak-Medić, Bošković, L’ architecture de l’époque 
de Nemanja I, 78–140, with bibliography.

STUDENICA: THE FUNERARY CHURCH OF THE DYNASTIC FOUNDER – THE CORNERSTONE 
OF CHURCH AND STATE INDEPENDENCE
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The Constantinopolitan origin of its structural composi-
tion has been reliably established, while observing a strik-
ing similarity with the architectural features of the Church 
of the Holy Archangels, the burial place of the imperial 
Komnenian family, in the Pantokrator monastery com-
plex.5 The vestibules, which in Studenica certainly had 
some liturgical function, evidence of which are the niches 
in their eastern walls, appeared earlier in Đurđevi Stupovi.

Like Nemanja’s endowment in Ras, the facades of the 
Church of the Mother of God were executed in accord-
ance with the traditions of Romanesque art. Certain typi-
cally Byzantine details, such as the semi-circular arch on 
the lateral sides of the drum of the dome and the dis-
position of the windows on it, harmoniously correspond 
to the western conception of the outer side of the walls. 
The most impressive Romanesque feature of the monas-
tery’s katholikon are the arcade friezes along the upper 
edges of the walls, as well as the shapes of the window 
openings and the portals, and the sculptural decoration. 
The most representative architectural sculpture are to be 
found on the western entrance (figs. 136, 137, 157), the 
altar triple-light window (fig. 155) and the southern por-
tal. The decoration of the main portal is appropriate to 
the dedication of the church and so there is a depiction of 
the Mother of God with Christ in its lunette, surrounded 
by the archangels Michael and Gabriel (fig. 158). Al-
though from the standpoint of stylistic morphology they 
belong to Romanesque art, those sculptures – originally 
painted and gilded, evidence of which today exists only 
in preserved traces – in the iconographic sense, resem-
ble corresponding models from Byzantine monumental 
art. The only other representation belonging to themes 
from the realm of holy Christian history is that of Christ 
with the apostles on the doorposts of the main entrance, 
whereas all of the remaining sculptural decoration falls 
within the sphere of fantastic symbols – the iconography 
of bestiaria and floral imaginaria, of typically western ori-
gin.6 The extraordinary stylistic qualities of the Studenica 
architectural sculpture made the quest for the origin of 
its authors difficult. However, in that respect, they were 
generally believed to have been southern Italian master 
craftsmen or craftsmen from the workshops in the Ser-
bian cities along the Coast. The recent discovery of win-
dow fragments from the original western facade of the 
Cathedral of St. Tryphon in Kotor, and their comparison 

5  Шупут, Цариградски извори, 171–178.
6  To review a repertoire of Studenica sculpture, cf. Maксимовић J., 
Скулптура.

with the corresponding pieces of the Studenica altar win-
dow, even more powerfully suggests the Kotor origin of 
the sculpture on Nemanja’s endowment.7

Despite the unequivocally Romanesque provenance of its 
shape, the exterior of the Church of the Mother of God in 

7  Čanak-Medić, Čubrović, Katedrala Svetog Tripuna, 167–170, figs. 
134–138.

Fig. 152. Studenica monastery, aerial view
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Studenica was quite recently found to bear some resem-
blance to marble facades of certain monuments in Con-
stantinople that are known only from the written sources, 
such as St. Sophia or the Theotokos Pharos Church.8 More 
detailed research is required in that direction. Possible 

8  Erdeljan, Studenica. All Things Constantinopolitan, 99–100; eadem, 
Studenica. An Identity in Marble, 93–98.

Constantinopolitan influences cannot, unfortunately, be 
examined by comparing the Studenica main church with 
the katholikon of the Evergetis monastery because today 
that monument no longer exists.9 It is interesting, how-
ever, that a phiale (font for holy water) also existed in that 

9  Based on data from the typikon, an attempt was made to sense 
the basic architectural outlines of the monastery building and the 
katholikon by Rodley, The monastery of the Theotokos Everegetis,17–29.

Fig. 152. Studenica monastery, aerial view
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Fig. 153. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God
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monastery, as it did in Studenica.10 But, in Nemanja’s foun-
daton in that respect, the architectural model used was 
probably that of Mount Athos.11 The Studenica monastery 
settlement, encircled by walls with the katholikon in the 
centre, was organised according to the ancient principles 
of the Byzantine cenobitic communities (fig. 152). Never-
theless, no suitable parallels can be found in the Byzantine 
world for its almost regular, circular shape. Therefore, the 
Studenica solution was interpreted as the particular ex-
pression of an autochthonous conception often imitated 
in the construction of later Serbian monasteries.12

 * * *

The Church of the Mother of God in Studenica was con-
ceived as Stefan Nemanja’s final resting place, during his 
lifetime. Even though there is no mention of this in the 
hagiographic sources that give an account of the mon-
astery’s construction, the original function of the katho-
likon as a mausoleum is unquestionable. Eight years after 
Simeon’s death and his funeral in Hilandar (February 
13, 1199), Sava organised the translation of his body to 
Studenica, which was most probably completed on Feb-
ruary 9, 1207.13 In Simeon’s ktetorial biography, having 
described the translation of his body and its arrival in 
Hvosna, Sava mentions that Stefan and Vukan further 
conveyed their father’s ‘venerable body’, saying: ‘and they 
laid him to rest with great honours in this holy church 
in the grave which the blessed man had earlier made for 
himself ’.14 The results of archaeological research in the 
western bay of the nave where the grave of the ktetor is 
situated confirm the data from hagiographies (fig. 91). 
The grave consisted of a marble sarcophagus whose origi-
nal appearance can be reconstructed fairly accurately in 
spite of later reconstructions. It has reliably been estab-
lished that it was made at the same time as the construc-
tion of the church.15

Bearing in mind the extraordinary significance of the 
rulers’ tombs in the Middle Ages, both in the East and 
the West, there is no need to particularly emphasise 
the importance Studenica had as Simeon Nemanja’s fu-
nerary church. So as to fulfill the monastery’s function 
completely as the new sacral focus of the Serbian state, 

10  Миљковић, Житија светог Саве, 123, with literature.
11  Kandić, Fonts for the Blessing of the Waters, 65–66.
12  Поповић С., Крст у кругу, 50–64, 131–161.
13  Максимовић Љ., О години преноса Немањиних моштију, 437–442.
14  Свети Сава. Сабрана дела,188/189.
15  Поповић Д., Српски владарски гроб, 25–31.

it turned out that one more important step absolutely 
needed to be taken. ‘The dynasty that was evolving ur-
gently required its progenitor to be its heavenly protector, 
as well’.16 The saintly cult of Simeon Nemanja was insti-
tuted with such an epochal and far-reaching goal. Apart 
from the primary, spiritual dimension, it is necessary to 
consider this hagiological phenomenon also in the light 
of its dynastic function, taking into account the fact that 
the ‘cult of dynasts, linked with their graves, constituted 
the very core of the ruler’s ideology’.17

The cult of St. Simeon only began to take shape in Stu-
denica. The flowing of myrrh from Simeon’s relics in 
Hilandar is not mentioned by his sons, Sava or Stefan 
the First Crowned, nor in the oldest Prologue Hagiogra-
phy of St. Simeon, but only by less reliable hagiographic 
sources – the so-called Hilandar Account of the Death of 
St. Simeon – as well as by Domentijan and Teodosije. A 
careful reading of the data from those accounts and its 
precise contextualisation refutes the possibility of the ex-
udation of myrrh in Hilandar.18 The process of ‘canonisa-
tion’ in Studenica unfolded gradually, in several phases. 
In Nemanja’s biography written as an introduction to the 
Studenica Typikon, Sava mentions no word about his fa-
ther being a saint.19 Actually, it does not belong to the 
hagiographic genre at all, even though it is often called 

16  Максимовић Љ., Владарска идеологија, 130.
17  Поповић Д., Српски владарски гроб, 172.
18  Војводић, Хиландарски гроб светог Симеона, 27–58; idem, 
Први гроб светог Симеона,15–37.
19  Свети Сава. Сабрана дела, 148–191.

Fig. 154. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, ground plan
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Fig. 155. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, altar triple-light window
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Hagiography in editions and literature. In fact, it is a kte-
torial biography. It was given a place at the beginning of 
the Studenica Typikon on the model of the second and 
third chapter of the Evergetis Typikon which briefly pre-
sented the biographical data about the founders, Paul and 
Timothy, and the circumstances surrounding that mon-
astery’s foundation.20 In the same fashion, a note about 
Simeon’s life, the foundation of the monastery and the 
ktetor’s death (Chapters 2 and 3) were also entered in the 
Hilandar Typikon earlier, except that they were not at the 
very beginning of the text but, in keeping with the Ev-
ergetis model, were preceded by a theologically intoned 
prologue.21 By virtue of the fact that in the introductory 
chapter of the biography from the Studenica Typikon re-
ferring to the foundation of Studenica, Sava mentions the 
ktetorial charter written on the wall of the Church of the 
Mother of God, the assumption was that the typikon in 
its final form was not compiled till after the frescoes were 
completed in the monastery’s katholikon (1209).22

The announcement of Simeon Nemanja’s sainthood com-
menced with the miraculous flowing of myrrh from his 
grave. If the said dating of the typikon is justified, it fur-
ther means that the flowing of myrrh, which is not men-
tioned in that document, occurred the following year at 
the earliest, on the anniversary of Simeon’s death, on the 
February 13, 1210.23 Myrrh flowed from the sarcophagus, 
where, according to the most recent research, his remains 
were transferred from the tomb in front of that marble 
structure in which they had been temporarily interred.24 
According to the testimony of Stefan the First Crowned, 
which Teodosije later reiterates, myrrh also flowed from 
the ktetorial portrait of Simeon Nemanja, painted above 
his grave (fig. 160).25 These miraculous events were fol-
lowed by the liturgical formulation of Simeon’s cult. First 
of all, stychyra were composed for the newly-acclaimed 
Serbian saint conjoined with the feast-day of St. Martin-
ian, as sorts of fragments of the future Service of St. Sime-
on, the first edition of which came into being by 1213 
and the final, shorter version, by the end of the third 
or fourth decade of the 13th century. The Grand Župan 

20  Historiography has not stressed that link sufficiently. Here, however, 
we cannot discuss it more thoroughly.
21  Свети Сава. Сабрана дела, 14–30; Живојиновић, Хиландар-
ски и Евергетидски типик, 87.
22  Суботић, Трећа жичка повеља, 51; Миљковић, Житија светог 
Саве, 129 (with the review of earlier oppinions).
23  Миљковић, Житија светог Саве, 129.
24  Поповић Д., Поповић М., Мироточиви гроб светог Симеона, 
237–257.
25  Миљковић, Житија светог Саве, 129.

Stefan Nemanjić compiled the Hagiography of St. Simeon 
before 1216, and shortly afterwards, the Prologue Hagiog-
raphy was written. The repertoire of hagiographic scenes 
in the accounts devoted to St. Simeon encompassed a 
series of mutually complementary qualities of the newly 
sanctified holy man, by means of ideas about the ruler-
warrior and ruler-monk and myrrh-flowing saint, similar 
to St. Demetrios, right up to, ideologically, perhaps the 
most functional image of St. Simeon of Serbia as being in 
the ‘likeness’ of the Old Testament patriarchs and kings 

– Moses, David, Jacob and Joseph. Finally, the hagiogra-
phies contain descriptions of the miracles of St. Simeon, 

Fig. 156. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, console
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as the most significant manifestations of his saintliness, 
as well. In a word, the hagiographic accounts dedicated 
to the founder of the Nemanjić dynasty gave shape to the 
unique figure of a heavenly patron of the young Serbian 
state.26 As a result of all of this, along with the Holy Cross 
which Simeon sent during his lifetime from the Holy 
Mount to Studenica,27 the grave with his myrrh-flowing 
relics became the most important Studenica ‘reliquary’.

 * * *

Besides the strict rules of monastic life and the liturgical 
order in the monastery, the Studenica Typikon clearly de-
fined its status of self-governance. The clause from Chapter 

26  On all the said dimensions of the cult of St. Simeon in greater 
detail, v. Поповић Д., О настанку култа светог Симеона, 54–73.
27  Марјановић-Душанић, Владарски знаци Стефана Немање, 80–84.

12 secured the autonomy of the monastery, according to 
which it was independent ‘of all those who have adminis-
tered here and will be under no one’s jurisdiction except 
that of the only Exalted Mother of God Everegetis and the 
prayers of our blessed father and ktetor and those who 
serve as its hegoumenoi’. Accordingly, the monastery was 
entrusted to ‘him who reigns over this land’.28

In the practical sense, under the said clause, Studenica 
was excluded from the authority of the Bishop of Ras. 
This, however, did not mean that the Studenica monas-
tery’s autonomy, according to Sava’s specific idea, repre-
sented the embryo of the Serbian Church’s autocephaly.29 
The exclusion of Studenica from the jurisdiction of the 
local bishop was actually the consequence of the slightly 
altered translation of the source text model.30 Chaper 12 
of the Everegetis Typikon also prescribed independence 
from all authority – imperial, ecclesiastical or private – 
with the explanation that the monastery was under the 
authority of the Mother of God, the founder and the 
hegoumenos.31 Previously, Sava also introduced a very 
similar clause on autonomy from the protos and bishop 
in the Hilandar Typikon, while retaining the statement 
from the constitution of the Constantinopolitan mon-
astery on autonomy from the emperor because it was 
also obtained in Hilandar, with the permission of the 
Byzantine basileus.32 The regulations on autonomy were 
actually entered in the compilations of a series of pre-
served (Middle) Byzantine monastery typika.33 As a con-
sequence of all this, the clause in question should in no 
way be interpreted as an expression of confrontation with 
the Raška bishop of the Greek Ohrid Archbishopric, that 
is, as anticipating the autocephalous status of the Serbian 
Church. It simply signified the achievement of the mon-
astery’s special status. The inferred non-jurisdiction of 
the bishop, in any case, was also valid even after the ac-
quisition of autocephaly. In the case that the clause on au-
tonomy from the Raška bishop in the Studenica Typikon 

28  Свети Сава. Сабрана дела, 136–139.
29  For such a view cf. Петровић М. М., Црквенодржавна идеологи-
ја,76–98; idem, Студенички типик, 11–41; idem, Архимандрит-
ско достојанство, passim.
30  Strangely, this was not stressed in earlier considerations, cf. Пе-
тровић М. М., Црквенодржавна идеологија, 91–92; idem Студе-
нички типик, 32–33.
31  Le typikon de la Théotokos Évergétis, 44/45–46/47; The Hypotyposis 
of the Monastery of the Theotokos Evergetis, 48–51, 175–176.
32  Свети Сава. Сабрана дела, 64–69; Живојиновић, Хиландар-
ски и Евергетидски типик, 91–95; eadem, Историја Хиландара, 
72–73; Миљковић, Хиландарски игумански штап, 127–132.
33  Миљковић, Хиландарски игумански штап, loc. cit, with exam-
ples and literature.

Fig 157 Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, 
western portal
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had had a short-term aim – the alleged overlooking of 
the Greek ecclesiastical organisation – one would expect 
it to have been rescinded after 1219, in the new circum-
stances of the existence of a national church.

The clause about entrusting the monastery to the ruler, 
however, differs from the Everegetis model. Even so, it 
was not the fruit of Sava’s design. Instead, the Serbian rul-
er in Studenica had already earlier inherited the ktetorial 
right, in keeping with the founder’s wish, as Nemanja’s 
words testify in the biography the heir to the throne dedi-
cated to him (‘as I handed over into your possession in 
writing the Church of the Holy Mother of God the Ben-
efactress in Studenica, and to no one else, only to you 
and to your offspring after you’).34 Essentially, the admin-

34  Стефан Првовенчани, Сабрана дела, 56/57.

istrative role of the ruler was expressed in the thirteenth 
chapter of the typikon, which regulated the manner of 
electing the hegoumenos/ archimandrite of Studenica. 
Participating in the ceremony of installing the leader of 
the monastery were the authorised bishop, the hegoume-
noi of five Raška monasteries, and the ‘sovereign lord of 
all the Serbian lands’, from whose hands the hegoumenos 
received the pastoral staff.35 The ruler’s role in that ritual 
was undoubtedly based on the already established earlier 
practice. According to Sava’s account in the introduction 
of the typikon, it is known that prior to his depature for 
Mount Athos, Simeon Nemanja ‘selected’ and ‘appointed’ 
the hegoumenos Dionisije.36 Finally, according to the fur-
ther instructions in the typikon, the bishop attached the 

35  Свети Сава, Сабрана дела, 139–143.
36  Ibidem,168/169.

Fig. 158. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, western portal, lunette
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other important insigne of dignity, the thigh-shield, to 
the archimandrite’s left thigh. At the moment of writing 
the typikon, this was the Raška vladika, a hierarch of the 
Ohrid Archbishopric.37

In all probability, it was Sava who was the first installed 
archimandrite of Studenica. In their biographies, Do-
mentijan and Teodosije claim that Sava was promoted to 
that dignity in Thessaloniki, during a visit after the burial 
of Simeon Nemanja.38 It seems, however, that one should 
not give credence to the said biographers. It has been 

37  Cf. Коматина И., Црква и држава, 264.
38  Доментијан, Живот Св. Саве и Живот Св. Симеона, 112; Тео-
досије, Житија, 158–159.

shown that the rank of archimandrite was unknown on 
the Mount Athos in the medieval period, so it would 
have been quite extraordinary for it to have been con-
ferred on Sava – whereby on Mt. Athos he would have 
become equal in significance to The protos.39 Irrespective 
of the way it had been acquired, the title of archimandrite 
would have implied authority over the broader monastic 
community in Serbia. In Sava’s case, this high-ranking 
monastic dignity perhaps may have given him author-
ity over all the monasteries in his fatherland.40 Data on 
the honorary status of the hegoumenos of Studenica, 
i.e. his primacy in relation to the superiors of the other 
Raška monasteries could substantiate such an interpreta-
tion. This is known on the basis of the earlier mentioned 
clause regarding his enthronement (‘who will be the ar-
chimandrite among the hegoumenoi and the shepherd 
of his flock’).41

The rank of archimandrite and Sava's work based on it, 
as the continuation of his endeavours commenced in Hi-
landar, had a crucial bearing on the subsequent develop-
ment of the Serbian Orthodox monasticism and liturgi-
cal life, i.e. ‘the people’s Church’ – in its linguistic-ethnic 
sense, though not in terms of its status. An important 
prerequisite was acquired in this way for the future auto-
cephaly of the Serbian Church, but in the procedural and 
organisational sense, the earlier mentioned clauses of the 
Studenica Typikon did not have any fundamental con-
nection with the autonomy of the Serbian Church.

 * * *

According to the fragmentarily preserved ktetorial in-
scription on the circle of the drum beneath the dome, 
the painting of the Studenica katholikon is known to 
have started in the year 1208/1209. The inscription men-
tions the monk (not saint) Simeon as the founder of the 
monastery, and the name of the ‘grand prince’ Vukan is 
also preserved. Undoubtedly, the name of his younger 
brother Grand Župan Stefan was inscribed before the 
name of the grand prince. The inscription ends with the 
supplicatory words of ‘Sava the sinful’, the superviser of 
the painting works.42 Fragments of the figures of Stefan 
the First Crowned and Vukan from the time of painting 
the Church of the Mother of God have been preserved 

39  Миљковић, Житија светог Саве, 113.
40  Ibidem, 114, n. 356.
41  Свети Сава, Сабрана дела, 140/141.
42  For the most recent edition of that inscription, with a complete 
bibliography cf. Суботић еt al., Натписи, 35–44.

Fig. 159. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, interior
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Fig. 160. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, ktetorial portrait of Simeon Nemanja (1568)
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to this day. Their representative portraits were at one 
time painted within the ktetorial composition on the 
gate-tower of the monastery. Simeon Nemanja and Ar-
chimandrite Sava are assumed to have been portrayed 
within that group representation, too.43

The painting of the Church of the Mother of God was 
thoroughly renewed in 1568. Then, as was convincingly 
demonstrated on several occasions, the painters for the 
most part adhered to the original iconographic pro-

43  Миљковић, Сликарство западног улаза, 183–187.

gramme and so the initial arrangement of the frescoes 
can be reconstructed, almost, with absolute certainty.44 
The dome, the altar, the vaults and the higher zones of 
the walls in the church nave were decorated in keeping 
with the traditions of Byzantine monumental painting. 
The intrados of the dome where there is no fresco paint-
ing today consisted of the image of Christ Pantokrator, 

44  For the fullest and most reliable review of the iconographic 
repertoire cf. Тодић, Фреске,137–156.

Fig. 161. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, Crucifixion

2 0 4

Miloš Živković



and beneath it on the drum were figures of the prophets.45 
The surface of the pendentives, as expected, depicted the 
images of the Evangelists (fig. 166), and positioned in 
between them were representations of the Acheiropoieta 
images of Christ (Mandyllion, Kerameion). The conche of 
the altar apse was occupied by an image of the Mother of 
God of the Sign with the infant Christ, being flanked by 
the archangels. Below were scenes of the Eucharist and 
the Officiating Bishops (figs. 164, 165), and in the vault 
of the altar, the Ascension of Christ. Distributed on the 
wall surfaces of the prothesis and the diakonikon were 
figures of the holy deacons and archpriests. The vaults 

45  Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 194 (Д. 
Војводић).

and the highest zones of the walls beneath the space of 
the dome were occupied by scenes of the Great Feasts 
and the walls of the narthex, with the Last Judgement 
and scenes from the cycle of the Passion of Christ. Old 
Testament scenes (Abraham’s Sacrifice, the Prophet Eli-
jah’s Ascent to the Heavens, the Three Youths in the Fur-
nace, the Repentance of David) and two group composi-
tions of martyrs (the Forty Martyrs of Sebaste, the Seven 
Sleepers of Ephesus) were painted on the vaults and the 
highest zones of the walls in the lateral vestibules. In the 
second and third register of the space beneath the dome 
and the western bay were the figures of martyrs and holy 
monks. The zone of standing figures on the lateral walls 
of the nave, proceeding from the east, were filled with the 
images of saintly warriors, monks and physicians, and in 

Fig. 162. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, 
Crucifixion, detail

Fig. 163. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, 
Crucifixion, detail
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the vestibules were groups of standing figures of the holy 
hymnographers (southern), and hierarchs and monks 
(northern). On the western wall, beneath the Crucifixion 
(figs. 161–163, 167), were the fresco icons of Sts. Peter 
and Paul, St. Clement of Rome and St. James, the brother 
of the Lord Jesus, and the first zone of the narthex was 
occupied by the image of the archangel Michael, the 
portrait of Nemanja’s wife Anna-Anastasia, bowing in 
reverence before the Mother of God, and figures of re-
nowned monks and anchorites. The ktetorial composi-
tion, as previously mentioned, was painted on the south-
ern wall of the western bay, above Simeon’s sarcophagus.

Sava’s role in shaping the iconographic programme of the 
Church of the Mother of God in Studenica was duly not-
ed and reliable arguments made the case for it long ago.46 
This is most clearly identified when considering some 
saintly figures in the lowest zone of the nave. One can 
recognise it in the choice of saints painted beside the altar 
partition – the patron of the dynasty, St. Stephan (fig. 84), 
and St. Nicholas, highly revered by the Nemanjić family; 
John the Baptist (fig. 86) and St. Sabbas of Jerusalem (fig. 
87), whom Sava regarded as his anchoritic model, both 
on the lateral pilasters in the space beneath the dome;47 
as well as in the disposition of the figures of Varlaam 
and Joasaph, who were depicted along with the image 
of the Mother of God of ‘Studenica’ near the thrones of 
the hegoumenos and the ruler.48 Sava’a initiative is also 
felt in the unique iconography of the ktetorial composi-
tion. On this fresco, re-painted in 1568, is the Mother of 
God, leading the monk Simeon, who holds a model of 
the endowment in his hands, towards Christ (fig. 160). 
Painted on the founder’s head, which is hooded, ruler's 
crown, which is the reason why scholars have accepted 
that in this way the figure of the dynastic founder was 
designed to resemble the iconography of the legendary 
Indian prince, Joasaph, who renounced secular power 
in order to dedicate himself to a life of spiritual rigour.49 
The choice of the surrounding monastic figures reveals 
the wish to place a kind of stress on the ascetic dimen-
sions of the ktetor’s personality. Finally, there is no cause 
to doubt the notion that the neighbouring scenes of the 

46  Ђурић, Свети Сава и сликарство његовог доба, 246–248.
47  On the said figures, v. article by D. Preradović and Lj. Milanović 
in this volume.
48  About this, with a reconstruction of the said thrones and all the 
relevant literature, cf. Радујко, Трагови престола, 47–64.
49  Ђорђевић, Свети Симеон Немања као нови Јоасаф, 425–435; 
Тодић, Ктиторска композиција, 35–45, where the changes in the 
ktetorial composition and its surroundings during reconstruction in 
the 16th century are discussed.

Great Feasts were wisely arranged exactly according to 
Sava’s concept so as to obtain a funerary and eschatologi-
cally intoned thematic ensemble. This refers particularly 
to the scene of the Myrrh-bearers at Christ’s sepulchre – 
that is, the scene of the Resurrection of Christ – painted 
exactly above the portrait above Simeon’s grave.

In terms of style, the frescoes in the Church of the Moth-
er of God are to be singled out as one of the most rep-
resentative fresco ensembles from the beginning of the 
13th century, across the whole of the Byzantine world.50 
This painting – most notable for the composition of the 
Crucifixion, and an unparalleled achievement of Byzan-
tine visual expression (fig. 161) – has been attributed to 
the painters who arrived in Raška from one of the lead-
ing Byzantine city centres, most likely Constantinople 
or Thessaloniki. Those anonymous Greek masters have 
left wall paintings of exceptional quality. In them, they 
memorialised figures of extraordinary serenity, inner 
strength and refinement. The earliest Studenica painting 
demonstrates more beautifully than in any other monu-
ment of contemporary Byzantine art the break with the 
traditions of the former, so-called Komnenian language of 
painting, marked by the dominance of a specific graphi-
cistic mannerism. Since long ago, it has been the belief 
among those well-versed in the wall painting of Studeni-
ca that credit is also due to the head of the monastery at 
that time for choosing the Studenica zographs. Thus, it 
happened that in a monastic settlement on the periphery 
of the Byzantine civilisation, Sava’a ecclesiastical and state 
activity – practically, of laying the foundations of the au-
tonomous Serbian Orthodox Christian culture – coincid-
ed with the beginnings of the magnificent, monumental 
style of 13th century Byzantine art.

All the scenes and the individual figures in the Church of 
the Mother of God are accompanied by Serbian Slavonic 
inscriptions. Since the inscriptions on the frescoes in Ne-
manja’s earlier endowment, Đurđevi Stupovi, were in the 
Greek language and given that Studenica was in the dis-
trict of the Greek Ohrid Arhbishopric, the Serbian signa-
tures in the Church of the Mother of God are interpreted 
in historiography as an expression of particular courage 
on the part of the creator of the programme.51 Mean-
while, however, the fact was overlooked that the Serbian 

50  More about the style of the frescoes of the Mother of God in the 
article by B. Todić in this volume.
51  Ђурић, Свети Сава и сликарство његовог доба, 246 (‘it may 
even be that the Serbo-Slavonic inscriptions in Studenica were the 
reverberation of several years of preparation for the autocephaly of 
the Serbian Church’); idem, Византијске фреске, 32.
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Fig. 164. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, the Officiating Bishops, St. John Chrysostom
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inscriptions in Studenica had appeared even in Nemanja’s 
time, as attested by the inscriptions on the sculptures of 
the Mother of God and the archangels in the tympanon 
of the main portal.52 Indeed, it is very likely that Serbian 
inscriptions in the Raška churches existed earlier, too, as 
shown by the quite recently discovered fragments of fres-
coes in the Church of St. John in Črnča, in the village of 

52  Бошковић, Чанак-Медић, Aрхитектура Немањиног доба I, 
100, fig. 17.

Zaton on the River Lim, painted probably in the time of 
Prince Miroslav.53 Moreover, one should bear in mind the 
circumstance that the Serbian language at the end of the 
12th century was used in the liturgy, testimony of which 
are the preserved liturgical books such as the Miroslav 

53  Поповић Б., Фрагмети фресака, 361–366, where reference 
is made to the Graeco-Serbian inscriptions on the frescoes in the 
kellion of St. Petar of Koriš, from the end of the 12th and beginning 
of the 13th century. For more about these painting v. chapter by T. 
Starodubcev in this volume.

Fig. 165. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, the Officiating Bishops
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and the so-called Vukan gospels, and that the question 
of language did not arise in the disputes with the Ohrid 
Archbishopric after 1219.54 Therefore, the Serbian in-
scriptions in Studenica – written out, without question, 
in keeping with Sava’s wishes – need not necessarily be 
understood as an expression of breaking what had until 
then been an inviolate rule. They are, rather, evidence of 
the authentic need of the designer of the programme – or, 
the lack of this need in earlier painting enterprises – to 
bring the scenes of religious history and the numerous 
figures of those who had been pleasing to God closer to 
the local, Serbian flock, whose shepherd, according to the 
earlier mentioned words from Chapter 13 of the typikon, 
was the archimandrite of Studenica. This was, in other 
words, a practically ‘manifest’ sign of the maturity of the 
Serbian community and its desire to join in the family of 
Christian peoples and, in such an explicit, even though 
symbolic way. It seems that only if regarded from such 
a less juridical aspect is it possible to understand the 
Serbian inscriptions in Studenica in their true scope and 
achievement.

 * * *

Viewed in all its aspects, which have been examined 
here only briefly, the Monastery of Studenica represents 
a fundamentally important ecclesiastical-state and cul-
tural-artistic monument of the Serbian Middle Ages. In 
the artistic sense, the Studenica architectural solutions 
and particular features of its thematic programme long 
served as a model in later Serbian art.55 The autonomy of 
Studenica and the administrative role of the Serbian ruler 
were an important component in regulating the status of 

54  Миљковић, Житија светог Саве, 128–129, n. 411.
55  Cf. chapters by M. Čanak-Medić, B. Todić and D. Pavlović, in this 
volume.

the monastery after the church gained its autocephaly in 
the year 1219 by means of the formation of the group 
of ‘royal monasteries’. They were excluded from episco-
pal authority but the power to ‘appoint priests’ for their 
estates and for ‘all other spiritual advice’ now belonged to 
the Serbian archbishop. He appointed the hegoumenoi of 
those monasteries, who received their ‘sceptres’ from the 
hands of the Serbian king.56 From its beginnings in Hi-
landar, Sava’s work on the formation of the Serbian mo-
nastic community and the strict rules governing its life, as 
well as encouraging the development of Serbian liturgical 
literature were continued in Studenica according to the 
same programmatic principles. Beneath the vaults of the 
church from whose wall surfaces saintly men ‘addressed’ 
their flock with messages on scrolls written in Serbian 
Cyrillic, the evangelisation of the Serbs began in the full 
sense of the word in the language of the people. In terms 
of importance for the development of the Serbian spir-
itual, social, cultural and political identity in the Middle 
Ages, Studenica’s sacral and political meaning, in other 
words, its function as ‘Ark of the Covenant of the Serbian 
people’57 is linked with the missionary significance of the 
monastery. The cult of the founder of the sacred dynasty, 
later additionally celebrated with the construction of a 
parekklesion dedicated to St. Simeon of Serbia along the 
southern wall of the monumental exonarthex,58 radiated 
powerfully from the Studenica Lavra, representing a po-
tent, spiritually and ideologically very effective, sacred 
foundation and vertical for Serbian statehood to endure 
amid the multitude of challenges in later times.

56  Стефан Првовенчани. Сабрана дела, 118/119. Cf. Поповић С., 
Крст у кругу, 38–39.
57  Cf. Ђурић, Студеница – Скинија,15–19.
58  For a most recent reflection on the painted programme of 
that chapel, with the hagiographical cycle of St. Simeon, cf. Todić, 
Opening Scene, 517–524.
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Chronology

c. 780–800 Reign of Serbian Prince Višeslav.
c. 800–820 Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.
c. 850 Battles against Bulgarians successfully fought by 

Prince Vlastimir and in later years also by his sons 
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.

c. 820–851 Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.
851–891 Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.
867–886 Reign of Emperor Basil I.
854 Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia. After conclusion 

of peace, prisoners of war exchanged at Ras, when the 
place is first mentioned as a settlement, fort or region.

between 867 
and 874

Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian ruling 
family by the ecclesiastical centres on the Adriatic 
coast. Serbian princes recognise the supreme power 
of the Emperor.

892–917 Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojniković.
913–959 Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos.
c. 926 Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by the 

Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon.
c. 933–c. 950 Reign of Prince Časlav.
c. 950 Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, with jurisdic-

tion over the regions of Serbia, Travunia and Zachlumia.
1018 Following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire, 

Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the Katep-
anate of Bulgaria and Theme of Serbia.

1019–1020 Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the territorial 
size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also comprising 
the Bishopric of Ras.

1039–1042 Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
clea, and subsequently of Travunia and Zachlumia.

1064 Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.
1072 Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the 

theme of Bulgaria. The rebels proclaim Bodin, 
son of Prince Mihailo of Dioclea, Tsar of Bulgaria.

1077 King Mihailo of Dioclea seeks the papal flag from 
Pope Gregory VII.

c. 1085 King Bodin of Dioclea seizes the region of Ras and 
appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.

1089 Diocese of Bar elevated to archdiocese.
1094 Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and Ras 

Župan Vukan.
1113–1199 Stefan Nemanja.
1118–1143 Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.
c. 1122 Emperor John Komnenos seizes Ras.
1127 During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs seize 

the fortress of Ras. Grand Župan Uroš I marries his 
daughter Jelena to the Hungarian heir to the throne, 
the future king Bela the Blind.

1129 Byzantine army seizes Ras and Grand Župan Uroš 
I recognises the supreme authority of the Emperor, 
pledging to provide him with troops.

1143–1180 Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.
1147 Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-

peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, pass 
through Serbia, along the military road from Bel-
grade to Constantinople.

1166–1196 Reign of Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja.
1172 Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his allegiance 

to Byzantine authority fails. Manuel I Komnenos cap-
tures the grand župan, who marches in the emperor’s 
triumphal procession on the streets of Constantinople.

1174–1236 Rastko (Sava) Nemanjić.
1180–1183 Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos. Following his 

assassination, Stefan Nemanja refuses to recognise the 
authority of the new emperor, Andronikos I Komnenos, 
and begins to seize control of Byzantine territories.

1185–1195 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.
1189 During the Third Crusade, Stefan Nemanja and 

Friedrich Barbarossa meet at Niš and discuss form-
ing an alliance.

1191 In a battle on the South Morava, the Serbian army 
is defeated by Byzantium. Nemanja returns a small 
number of conquered territories to the Byzantine 
emperor and his middle son and heir, Stefan, mar-
ries the emperor's niece Eudokia.

c. 1192 Rastko Nemanjić goes to Mount Athos, takes mo-
nastic vows and changes his name to Sava.
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1195–1203 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.
1196 Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of his son Ste-

fan, now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emper-
or, and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica 
as the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount 
Athos, the following year.

1198 The monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the Hilan-
dar monastery on Mount Athos.

1196–1227 Reign of Stefan Nemanjić.
1204 Fourth Crusade. The Crusaders seize Constantino-

ple and divide the Byzantine Empire.
1204–1261 Empire of Nicaea. The house of Nemanjić considers 

it to be the successor to the old Empire.
1204–1221 Reign of Nicaean Emperor Theodore I Laskaris.
1217 Coronation of Stefan Nemanjić as the first crowned 

king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’– by 
legates sent to him by Pope Honorius III.

1219 Consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanjić as 
the first archbishop ‘of all Serbian and maritime 
lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patriarch and the 
Council in Nicaea give the Serbian Archbishopric 
the right to autocephaly. The Monastery of Žiča be-
comes the seat of the archbishop and the coronation 
church.

1221–1254 Reign of Nicaean Emperor John III Vatatzes.
1236 Archbishop Sava dies in the Bulgarian town of 

Trnovo; the following year his relics remains are 
transferred to the Monastery of Mileševa.

1243–1276 Reign of King Stefan Uroš I.
1259–1282 Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.
1261 Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Constan-

tinople.
1274 King Uroš rejects the Union of Lyon.
1276–1282 Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.
1282–1328 Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.
1282 At the Council of Deževo, King Dragutin abdicates 

in favour of his brother Milutin and receives his 
own, separate lands.

1282–1321 Reign of King Stefan Uroš II Milutin.
1284 Hungarians grant Dragutin governance of northern 

Serbia and north-eastern Bosnia. Belgrade comes 
under Serbian rule for the first time.

c. 1291 Kuman-Tatar invasion of Serbia; Žiča is burned 
down. The seat of the Serbian Archbishopric is 
moved to Peć.

1298–1299 Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace is concluded 
in 1299 and strengthened by the marriage between 
King Milutin and Simonida, the daughter of the 
emperor, Andronikos II Palaiologos. Milutin’s con-
quests till then, the most important among them, 
northern Macedonia with Skopje, are recognised in 
the form of a dowry.

1314 King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles his 
son Stefan Dečanski because of the latter’s revolt 
against his authority. Stefan with his sons spends 
nearly seven years in Constantinople.

1321–1331 Reign of Stefan Uroš III Dečanski.
1324–1337 Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.
1328–1341 Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.
1330 Battle of Velbuzhd – victory of the Serbian army led 

by Stefan Dečanski over Bulgarian Tsar Michael. 
Stefan Dušan, the young king, demonstrates great 
courage in battle.

1331–1355 Reign of King Stefan Dušan.
1334 King Dušan conquers regions in central Macedonia, 

including Ohrid and Prilep.
1341–1354 Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of the 

under-aged John V Palaiologos, and John Kantak-
ouzenos, who proclaims himself emperor and pro-
tector of the Palaiologoi.

1341–1391 Reign of John V Palaiologos.
1342 Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and King 

Dušan. The king’s conquests in south-western Mac-
edonia and northern Epiros.

1343 Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dušan, who, 
from that time, in his traditional title of ruler ‘of all 
the Serbian and maritime lands’ adds ‘of the Greek 
lands’.

1345 King Dušan seizes control of Serres, south-eastern 
Macedonia and Mount Athos.

end of 1345 / 
beginning of 
1346 

King Dušan proclaims himself as the emperor of 
Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he most 
often uses the title ‘vasilevs and avtokrator of Serbia 
and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘emperor of the Serbs 
and Greeks’ (in the Serbian language).

1346 Imperial coronation of Stefan Dušan in Skopje. The 
Serbian Church is elevated to the status of a patri-
archate, and Archbishop Joanikije is consecrated as 
the first Serbian patriarch.

1347–1354 Reign of John V Kantakouzenos.
1347 Emperor Dušan takes control of Epiros.
1348 Emperor Dušan takes control of Thessaly.
1349 Dušan’s Code proclaimed at a state assembly in 

Skopje. (The Code is later amended and proclaimed 
at an assembly in Serres in 1354).

1352 Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the Syn-
od pronounce an anathema against Emperor Dušan 
and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbian bishops (the 
so-called Kallistos’ Anathema) because of Dušan’s 
coronation as Byzantine Emperor and the raising of 
the Serbian Church to the status of a patriarchate.

1352 The Battle at Demotika, in which John Kantak-
ouzenos and the Turks defeat the supporters of 
Emperor John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and the 
Bulgarians.
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1354 Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish their 
first stronghold in Europe.

1355 Emperor Dušan dies of unknown causes. The dis-
solution of his state soon leads to an epoch of in-
ternecine conflict among the numerous regional 
overlords.

1355–1371 Reign of Emperor Stefan Uroš.
1365 Vukašin Mrnjavčević receives the title of king and 

becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uroš.
1371 Battle of the Maritsa; King Vukašin and Despot 

Uglješa Mrnjavčević are killed. Vukašin’s son Marko, 
until then the ‘young king’ gains the title of king. 
With the death of Emperor Uroš, the male line of 
the Nemanjić family is extinguished.

1372–1389 Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanović.
1375 Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine 

churches. The Ecumenical Patriarchate gave abso-
lution Dušan, Uroš, Joanikije and the bishops; the 
Peć archbishop’s title of patriarch is recognised in 
internal communication, and Dušan’s title of the 
Emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised.

1376–1379 Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.
1377 The Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromanić is crowned 

as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the Pomorje (mari-
time) and western lands.

1389 The Battle of Kosovo; death of Prince Lazar and 
Sultan Murad.

1391–1425 Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos.
1395 The Battle at Rovine; King Marko and Despot Kon-

stantin Dejanović, the vassal of the Ottoman Sultan 
Beyazid, are killed.

1402 The Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarević 
fights as the vassal of Sultan Beyazid. On his return 
from the battlefield, in Constantinople the Byzan-
tine emperor awards him the highest title, that of 
‘despot’.

1402–1427 Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarević.
1403–1404 Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian state 

(till 1427).
1425–1448 Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.
1428–30 The building of Smederevo, the new capital of the 

Serbian state.
1439 Despot Đurađ rejects the Florentine Union. Sme-

derevo falls the first time.
1440 First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).
1449–1453 Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.
1453 May 29th Turks seize Constantinople. Sultan Me-

hmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the city, 
which becomes the capital of the Ottoman Empire 
– Istanbul.

1455 Turks seize Novo Brdo.
1456 Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).

1459 Smederevo falls to the Turks, and the end of the Ser-
bian medieval state.

1463 Turks seize control of Bosnia.
1471 Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus awards Vuk 

Branković the title of despot. The restored despot-
ate in Srem becomes a kind of military frontier be-
tween the Christian and Ottoman worlds.

1486 Đorđe Branković appointed despot in Srem.
1490 Đurađ Crnojević becomes the Lord of Zeta.
1502 With the death of Despot Jovan, the male line of the 

house of Branković is extinguished.
Early 16th 
century

Having taken monastic vows, Đorđe Branković, 
now the monk Maksim, becomes the Metropolitan 
of Belgrade.

1520–1566 Reign of Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.
1521 A major Turkish offensive. Belgrade seized along 

with other cities and part of the Serbian population 
is carried away to Istanbul.

1526 The Battle of Mohacs. Following the defeat of Hun-
gary and the death of King Vladislaus, the Turks 
establish a stronghold in Central Europe.

1529 Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent’s first campaign 
against Vienna. In order to put up a front against 
the Turks, Serbs are settled along the Austrian-
Turkish border.

1541 Hungary falls to the Turks.
1557 The Patriarchate of Peć restored.
1592 The fall of the city of Bihać to the Turks marks the 

end of Turkish conquests in Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia.

1594 As a result of an uprising against the Turks in the 
Banat, Sinan-pasha has the relics of Saint Sava trans-
ferred from the Mileševa monastery and burned in 
Belgrade.

1595–1610 Intensive settling of Serbs in Slavonia and Croatia. 
The Military Frontier created.

1614–1647 Administration of the Serbian Patriarch Pajsije.
1630 Austrian Emperor Ferdinand II passes the Statutes, 

which provide for the special status of the Serbs 
living in the territory of the Military Frontier.

1683 Aborted Turkish siege of Vienna.
1683–1699 The Great (Viennese) War waged against the Turks 

by the Holy League – an alliance of Austria, the Ro-
man Curia, Poland and Venice – is of crucial impor-
tance for the history of the Serbs.

1689 After the withdrawal of the Austrian army from 
Skopje and its defeat at Kačanik, the Turks launch 
a counteroffensive, followed by retaliation and 
devastation. The majority of the Serbian popu-
lation, led by Patriarch Arsenije III Čarnojević, 
withdraw to the territories north of the Sava and 
Danube rivers, which become part of the Austri-
an Empire after the Treaty of Karlowitz in 1699.
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АП = Археографски прилози, Београд
ВИИНЈ = Византијски извори за историју народа Југослави-
је, I–VI, Београд 1955–1986.
Глас САНУ = Глас Српске академије наука и уметности, Бео-
град
Глас СКА = Глас Српске краљевске академије, Београд
ГСУД = Гласник Српског ученог друштва, Београд
ГСНД = Гласник Скопског научног друштва, Скопље
ГГБ = Годишњак града Београда, Београд
ЗМПУ = Зборник Музеја примењене уметности, Београд
ЗМСЛУ = Зборник Матице српске за ликовне уметности, 
Нови Сад
ЗНМ = Зборник Народног музеја, Београд
ЗРВИ = Зборник радова Византолошког института, Београд
ЗФФ = Зборник Филозофског факултета, Београд
ЗЗСК = Зборник заштите споменика културе, Нови Сад
ИГ = Историјски гласник, Београд
ИСН = Историја српског народа I–III, Београд 1981–1983.
ИЦГ = Историја Црне Горе, I–III, Титоград 1970.
ИЧ = Историјски часопис, Београд
ЛССВ = Лексикон српског средњег века, edd. С. Ћирковић, Р. 
Михаљчић, Београд 1999.
ПКЈИФ = Прилози за књижевност, језик, историју и фол-
клор, Београд
СКМ = Старине Косова и Метохије, Приштина
ССА = Стари српски архив, Бања Лука – Београд
CCРЛ = Стари српски родослови и летописи, ed. Љ. Стоја-
новић, Сремски Карловци 1927.
ХЗ = Хиландарски зборник, Београд
CCЗН = Стари српски записи и натписи, I–VI, ed. Љ. Сто-
јановић, Београд 1902–1926.
BF = Byzantinische Forschungen, Amsterdam
DOP = Dumbarton Oaks Papers, Washington, D.C.
CA = Cahiers archéologiques, Paris

GRS = Gesta regum sclavorum, I–II, еd. Т. Живковић, Београд 
2009.
GZMBiH = Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja Bosne i Hercegovine, 
Sarajevo
JÖB = Jahrbuch der Österreichischen Byzantinistik, Wien
ODB = The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, I–III, ed. A. P. 
Kazhdan, New York – Oxford 1991.
PPUD = Prilozi povijesti umjetnosti u Dalmaciji, Split
Radovi IPU = Radovi Instituta za povijest umetnosti, Zagreb
REB = Revue des études byzantines, Paris
SHP = Starohrvatska prosvjeta, Split
ΔΧΑΕ = Δελτίον της Χριστιανικής Αρχαιολογικής Εταιρίας, 
Αθήνα

Акопян, Миниатюра Васпуракана = Г. Акопян, Миниатю-
ра Васпуракана XIII–XIV вв., Ереван 1989.
Алексеев, Сербская традиция = А. А. Алексеев, Сербская 
традиция славянского евангелия, in: Словенско средњовеков-
но наслеђе. Зборник посвећен професору Ђорђу Трифуновићу, 
Београд 2001, 35–43.
Амиранашвили, Грузинская  миниатюра = Ш. Амиранаш-
вили, Грузинская миниатюра, Москва 1966.
Андрејевић, Манастир Моштаница = А. Андрејевић, Ма-
настир Моштаница под Козаром, Старинар н. с., 13–14 
(1962–1963) 163–175.
Андрејевић, Претварање цркава у џамије = А. Андрејевић, 
Претварање цркава у џамије, ЗМСЛУ 12 (1976) 98–117.
Антоновић, Оснивачка повеља Балше III Балшића = М. Ан-
тоновић, Оснивачка повеља Балше III Балшића манастиру 
Светог Николе на Прасквици, ССА 5 (2006) 207–227.
Архиепископ Данило II, Животи краљева = Архиепископ 
Данило II и његови настављачи, Животи краљева и архие-
пископа српских, превео Л. Мирковић, Београд 1935.
Архиепископ Данило II и његово доба = Архиепископ Данило 
II и његово доба, ed. В. Ј. Ђурић, Београд 1991.
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Le Mont Athos: fig. 54
Monastery of Vatopaidi: figs. 69, 76, 108
Παπαθεοφάνους-Τσουρή, Εικόνα: fig. 50
Βασιλάκη, Τάβλαρης, Τσιγαρίδας, Ιερά Μονή Αγίου Παύλου: fig. 52
Vinski et al., Rani srednji vijek: fig. 122
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