
Illinois State University Illinois State University 

ISU ReD: Research and eData ISU ReD: Research and eData 

Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library Milner Library 

Spring 4-15-2021 

Unboxing Time Capsules: Managing and Using Time Capsules in Unboxing Time Capsules: Managing and Using Time Capsules in 

Your Archive Your Archive 

April K. Anderson-Zorn 
Illinois State University, aander2@ilstu.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml 

 Part of the Archival Science Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Anderson-Zorn, April K., "Unboxing Time Capsules: Managing and Using Time Capsules in Your Archive" 
(2021). Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library. 130. 
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml/130 

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Milner Library at ISU ReD: Research and eData. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty and Staff Publications – Milner Library by an authorized administrator 
of ISU ReD: Research and eData. For more information, please contact ISUReD@ilstu.edu. 

https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/ml
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml?utm_source=ir.library.illinoisstate.edu%2Ffpml%2F130&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1021?utm_source=ir.library.illinoisstate.edu%2Ffpml%2F130&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/fpml/130?utm_source=ir.library.illinoisstate.edu%2Ffpml%2F130&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ISUReD@ilstu.edu


Unboxing Time 
Capsules:

Managing and Using Time 
Capsules in your Archive



The Call

• Foreman from dorm demolition, 2016
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The Call
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The Call

• Foreman from dorm demolition, 2016

• Never worked with a ‘fresh’ time capsule

• Word got out before we had it in hand

• Second time capsule?

• Broken seal
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The Call
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The Call
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History of Time Capsules
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• World’s Fair exhibitions

• “Time Vessel”, Nick Yablon

• “Time Bomb”, William Jarvis

• Oglethorpe University – Crypt of 
Civilization

• crypt.oglethorpe.edu

https://crypt.oglethorpe.edu/


Collective Memory

• How are these object perceived?

• Maurice Halbwachs, La Memoire Collective

• Enola Gay controversy

• When in doubt, Knope it
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Collective Memory
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Collective Memory
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Collective Memory
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Capsule 1 vs 2

Don’t tip it!

We did.

Open carefully

We used an 
angle grinder.

Inventory

Kept most but 
had to toss some.
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Don’t tip it!

We did. Again.

Open carefully

Scraped off seal.

Inventory

Kept all.

1.

2.

Lesson: time capsules should be 
handled on a case-by-case basis



Long-term Exhibits

• Closed cases

• Tight narrative 
control

• Wide range of 
demographic 
outreach

Using Time Capsules in Outreach

One-off Events

• Alumni; community

• Know your group 
and cater to them

• One-on-one and 
unique experience
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Using Time Capsules in Outreach
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Using Time Capsules in Outreach
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Get Others in on the Action

• Media LOVE time capsules!

• ISU News on time capsule

• Do you know when buildings are slated 
for demolition? Which have time 
capsules?

• Facilities folks want to know this info!

• An opening to contact units in a 
particular building
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https://news.illinoisstate.edu/2016/04/south-campus-demolition-turns-time-capsule-1959/
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Thank You!

April K. Anderson-Zorn
University Archivist

Dr. Jo Ann Rayfield Archives at Illinois State University

aander2@ilstu.edu
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