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The History of  the School 
Librarianship Program at 
Illinois State University
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• Angeline Vernon Milner, 1890
• Created the University Library
• No formal classes
• John Feek
• Kenneth Pringle
• Grace Babbitt

ISNU’s First Library Classes

‐ Ange Milner, hired in 1890
‐ Brought together several smaller libraries
‐ Beloved by students; Aunt Ange
‐ When she died Jan 13, 1928, the entire campus mourned; services were held in Capen, 

usually reserved for leaders of the campus.
‐ During Ange’s career early training occurred
‐ No formal classes; just training by Milner and staff librarians
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• Angeline Vernon Milner, 1890
• Created the University Library
• No formal classes
• John Feek
• Kenneth Pringle
• Grace Babbitt

ISNU’s First Library Classes

‐ John Feek, AEF Head Librarian (here in WWI uniform)
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• Angeline Vernon Milner, 1890
• Created the University Library
• No formal classes
• John Feek
• Kenneth Pringle
• Grace Babbitt

ISNU’s First Library Classes

‐ Kenneth Pringle (son of Ralph, princ of Univ High) was an apprentice; helped create and 
organize WWI collection
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• Angeline Vernon Milner, 1890
• Created the University Library
• No formal classes
• John Feek
• Kenneth Pringle
• Grace Babbitt

ISNU’s First Library Classes

‐ Grace Babbitt also trained; obit
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University Changes

• Classes taught by subject/specialists 
in Divisions

• Degrees offered in 1907/1908
• Certificate for 2 years
• Degree in Education for 4 years
• Switched to Departments in mid 

1930’s
• Graduate work as early as 1937; first 

MA in 1945

‐ The organization of the university was also changing
‐ Div III, Felmley taught Math

Degrees offered in 1907/1908
‐ Certificate for 2yrs; degree in Education for 4yrs
‐ Classes by subject specialists

6



University Changes

• Classes taught by subject/specialists 
in Divisions

• Degrees offered in 1907/1908
• Certificate for 2 years
• Degree in Education for 4 years
• Switched to Departments in mid 

1930’s
• Graduate work as early as 1937; first 

MA in 1945

‐ Switched to departments
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First Library Courses

• Gertrude Andrews
• Research courses vs Library 

Science
• “Library Service in the Small 

School,” 1938
• Mildred Kerr, 1930’s
• “Library as an Information 

Center,” 1939
• Catalog cards

‐ Vidette reported Gertrude Andrews returns after 9 years to become assistant library 
and “teach Library Science courses”, 11/11/1922
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First Library Courses

• Gertrude Andrews
• Research courses vs Library 

Science
• “Library Service in the Small 

School,” 1938
• Mildred Kerr, 1930’s
• “Library as an Information 

Center,” 1939
• Catalog cards

‐ First mention in 1935/36 catalog: “assist with home rooms, study halls, checking of 
attendance, assist in the high school library . . .” 
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First Library Courses

• Gertrude Andrews
• Research courses vs Library 

Science
• “Library Service in the Small 

School,” 1938
• Mildred Kerr, 1930’s
• “Library as an Information 

Center,” 1939
• Catalog cards

‐ First course, 1938/39: “Library Service in the Small School”; 3 credit hours, course 262, 
summer only, under Education as an elective for ‘General Curriculum’
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First Library Courses

• Gertrude Andrews
• Research courses vs Library 

Science
• “Library Service in the Small 

School,” 1938
• Mildred Kerr, 1930’s
• “Library as an Information 

Center,” 1939
• Catalog cards

‐ Led by Mildred Kerr
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First Library Courses

• Gertrude Andrews
• Research courses vs Library 

Science
• “Library Service in the Small 

School,” 1938
• Mildred Kerr, 1930’s
• “Library as an Information 

Center,” 1939
• Catalog cards

‐ “Library as an Information Center” in 1939
‐ Photo of a card catalog class

12



Librarianship and ISNU

• The School Library Service Program
• Courses part of  education curriculum
• By 1950’s, students could choose 

library type
• Division of  Secondary Education –

Field of  Library (School Teaching 
Field)

• BA/BS and MA/MS, 1962
• Alpha Beta Alpha – Mu Chapter, 1956

‐ Library courses were taken as part of the education curriculum
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Librarianship and ISNU

• The School Library Service Program
• Courses part of  education curriculum
• By 1950’s, students could choose 

library type
• Division of  Secondary Education –

Field of  Library (School Teaching 
Field)

• BA/BS and MA/MS, 1962
• Alpha Beta Alpha – Mu Chapter, 1956

‐ By the 1950’s students could choose the type of library training they wanted –
elementary, junior, or high school librarianship
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Librarianship and ISNU

• The School Library Service Program
• Courses part of  education curriculum
• By 1950’s, students could choose 

library type
• Division of  Secondary Education –

Field of  Library (School Teaching 
Field)

• BA/BS and MA/MS, 1962
• Alpha Beta Alpha – Mu Chapter, 1956

‐ Division of Secondary Education – Field of Library (School Teaching Field only); as an 
elective for teachers in elementary education

‐ By the 1951/52 school year, it was called “The School Library Service Program” (page 
from 1956/57 catalog)
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Librarianship and ISNU

• The School Library Service Program
• Courses part of  education curriculum
• By 1950’s, students could choose 

library type
• Division of  Secondary Education –

Field of  Library (School Teaching 
Field)

• BA/BS and MA/MS, 1962
• Alpha Beta Alpha – Mu Chapter, 1956

‐ There was also an ISNU chapter of Alpha Beta Alpha, chartered in 1956
‐ Photo of student receiving the Hannah Wones scholarship
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ISNU to ISU and Liberal Arts

• ISNU – ISU at Normal (1964) –
ISU (1967)

• Became a liberal arts institution in 
1965

• First colleges: CAS, CAST, Ed
• Major/minor in a subject
• Subject as a field for Education 

degree

‐ We changed our name – twice
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ISNU to ISU and Liberal Arts

• ISNU – ISU at Normal (1964) –
ISU (1967)

• Became a liberal arts institution in 
1965

• First colleges: CAS, CAST, Ed
• Major/minor in a subject
• Subject as a field for Education 

degree
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ISNU to ISU and Liberal Arts

• ISNU – ISU at Normal (1964) –
ISU (1967)

• Became a liberal arts institution in 
1965

• First colleges: CAS, CAST, Ed
• Major/minor in a subject
• Subject as a field for Education 

degree

19



ISNU to ISU and Liberal Arts

• ISNU – ISU at Normal (1964) –
ISU (1967)

• Became a liberal arts institution in 
1965

• First colleges: CAS, CAST, Ed
• Major/minor in a subject
• Subject as a field for Education 

degree

‐ Leadership of Dr. Bone
‐ We became a liberal arts institution in 1965
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ISNU to ISU and Liberal Arts

• ISNU – ISU at Normal (1964) –
ISU (1967)

• Became a liberal arts institution in 
1965

• First colleges: CAS, CAST, Ed
• Major/minor in a subject
• Subject as a field for Education 

degree

‐ With the change, we adopted colleges 
‐ Students earned majors/minors in a subject or as fields in an Education degree
‐ Major offered in 1965 through CAS in the Communications Dept (briefly; was it’s own 

dept for a time)
‐ With the move to CAS, an education major could take Lib Science as a concentration 

(teaching field) or a student could work towards a degree (BA or BS) in Lib Science
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The Library Science Program

• Once in a college, program 
grew

• 20+ courses, 6+ faculty
• BA/BS/Minor: Library 

Science, Library Science 
Education

• Minor: Instructional Media
• Scholarships

‐ With the new colleges came new degree titles:
‐ BA and BS in Library Science and Library Science Education; Minor in each; Minor in 

Instructional Media
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The Library Science Program

• Once in a college, program 
grew

• 20+ courses, 6+ faculty
• BA/BS/Minor: Library 

Science, Library Science 
Education

• Minor: Instructional Media
• Scholarships

‐ Scholarships: Eunice H. Speer Endowment Scholarship Fund (1974); launched by Mu 
chapter, the chapter she launched; also instrumental in starting the library science 
program

‐ Hannah Wones Library Science Scholarship; husband, Col. Edward M. Wones (alumni, 
‘57) set it up in her honor after her death
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• Education major fields dropped in 
the late 1970’s

• Library Science moved to 
Communications in 1981

• Program review
• Outcry from alumni, public libraries, 

library schools
• Low enrollment and ALA
• Claims of  being misled

Changes

‐ Ed major fields were dropped in the late 1970’s
‐ Moved to Communications in 1981/82
‐ Beginning of the end
‐ The move to Communications served as a warning sign, for some
‐ The faculty, once 6 strong in the late 1960’s dwindled to 3 with some part time
‐ After a university program review, the BA/BS was listed as a degree to consider for 

disestablishment
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• Education major fields dropped in 
the late 1970’s

• Library Science moved to 
Communications in 1981

• Program review
• Outcry from alumni, public libraries, 

library schools
• Low enrollment and ALA
• Claims of  being misled

Changes

‐ Outcry poured in from alumni, state public libraries, library schools, etc
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• Education major fields dropped in 
the late 1970’s

• Library Science moved to 
Communications in 1981

• Program review
• Outcry from alumni, public libraries, 

library schools
• Low enrollment and ALA
• Claims of  being misled

Changes
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• Education major fields dropped in 
the late 1970’s

• Library Science moved to 
Communications in 1981

• Program review
• Outcry from alumni, public libraries, 

library schools
• Low enrollment and ALA
• Claims of  being misled

Changes
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• Education major fields dropped in 
the late 1970’s

• Library Science moved to 
Communications in 1981

• Program review
• Outcry from alumni, public libraries, 

library schools
• Low enrollment and ALA
• Claims of  being misled

Changes

‐ The university largely cited low enrollment and the ALA’s recommendation for prof 
librarians to earn an MLS

‐ We were the last in the state to offer BA/BS in library science
‐ Students and faculty claimed they were being misled by the process
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Return to the Library

• Majors,1984 – Minors, 1988
• “Information” courses, no library 

focus
• Some courses in 2000 for the 

Alternative Route to Secondary 
Teacher Certification (C&I)

• Milner Library and C&I, 2006
• State in need of  school librarians
• Endorsement on an existing license
• https://education.illinoisstate.edu/cert_librarian/

‐ Program ultimately ended in 1984 and not included in the 1985/86 catalog
‐ Minors remained until 1988
‐ Argument again centered on enrollment versus what a ‘computer major’ needed
‐ Some argued that the university was unwilling to move the library into the computer 

age
‐ No grad degrees, no certificates, etc. (eighteen years)
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Return to the Library

• Majors,1984 – Minors, 1988
• “Information” courses, no library 

focus
• Some courses in 2000 for the 

Alternative Route to Secondary 
Teacher Certification (C&I)

• Milner Library and C&I, 2006
• State in need of  school librarians
• Endorsement on an existing license
• https://education.illinoisstate.edu/cert_librarian/

‐ No library offerings until the certificate/endorsement added in 2006
‐ Specifically for teachers looking for library positions in a school library; is an 

endorsement on an existing license

30



Return to the Library

• Majors,1984 – Minors, 1988
• “Information” courses, no library 

focus
• Some courses in 2000 for the 

Alternative Route to Secondary 
Teacher Certification (C&I)

• Milner Library and C&I, 2006
• State in need of  school librarians
• Endorsement on an existing license
• https://education.illinoisstate.edu/cert_librarian/

‐ No library offerings until the certificate/endorsement added in 2006
‐ Specifically for teachers looking for library positions in a school library; is an 

endorsement on an existing license
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Full Circle

• Use vs manage
• Train school librarians
• Joe Kraus and the 

computer age
• Forrest Wisely, Valerie 

Wilford
• High standards
• Credit courses at Milner

‐ Library courses started as ‘how to use’
‐ Leadership of library faculty, including Speer, classes began
‐ Meant to train school librarians
‐ But, as program grew, so did the students who went on to earn higher ed degrees and 

lead larger institutions
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Full Circle

• Use vs manage
• Train school librarians
• Joe Kraus and the 

computer age
• Forrest Wisely, Valerie 

Wilford
• High standards
• Credit courses at Milner

‐ Kraus suggested that the university’s desire to close the program was because the 
library was going into the computer age and the university didn’t want to support that 
move

‐ We certainly had the faculty; Forrest Wisely was a well‐known expert in library 
automation (computers and content management); Valerie Wilford submitted and won 
a grant to lead workshops in IL on implementing (Anglo‐American Cataloging Rules) 
AACR2

33



References

• Illinois State University Photographic Services Collection, Dr. 
JoAnn Rayfield Archives, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois

• Records of  the Library Science Program, Dr. JoAnn Rayfield 
Archives, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois

• The Vidette Digital Archives, videttearchive.ilstu.edu
• Illinois State University Course Catalogs, 1860-present, 

https://library.illinoisstate.edu/collections/course-catalogs/

34



Thank you!

April K. Anderson-Zorn
University Archivist

archives@ilstu.edu
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